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Prescon'83 results

By Scott BLeser
and Bill Eouell

David Bergland, LP nominee for Vice-President of the
U.S. in L976, emerged as LP noninee for President in 1984
from the turmoil caused by Gene Burnsr abrupt departure from
the race just days before the LP 1983 Presidential Nominat-
ing Convention.

In 'rhat one month ago appeared a foregone conclusion
Prescon t83 delegates took four ballots to pick a presiden-
tial nominee from the ranks of six contenders, five of vhom

enLered the race after Burns called it quits. It likewise
took four ballots for Jiu Leuis of Connecticut to finally
win Ehe LP Vice-Presidential nomination, who faced four op-
ponents at the convention.

Several party figures associated uith the Ed Clark pres-
idential ca^upaign of 1980 supported foreign policy expert
Earl Ravenal. Ravenal acEually led Bergland in the early
ballots, although Bergland received a boost from l,lary Ruwart
of Michigan, a third presidential contender who withdrew in
Berg!-andts favor after the second balIot.

Rurrart then ran again for the Veep sJ.ot on the LP tic-
ket, failing again in what, seemed a generally lackluster
contest which produced nutrerous write-in votes from discon-
tented delegates. Other contenders in this race Here Martin
Cote of Ner York, Joe Fuhrig of California, David Nolan of
Colorado, and Ler*is, nho finally edged his way over the top.
l{riEe-in votes included such names as David Hutzelnan, Honey
lanham, Howie Rich, Albert Jay Nock, John Hancock (the orig-
i-nal, one presuoes), Bob Dobbs and Mickey House.

The final ballot tally for President gave Bergland 270,
Ravenal 242, None 0f The Above 24, and novelists Robert
Heinlein and Ayn Rand each one yote.

Bergland kicked of his neu campaign by raising more than
$42,000 at the conventionrs Saturday night banquet, and told
neus media covering Prescon r83 that the Libertarian Party
rould not, moderate its stands to trin support of voters a-
ligned vith Ehe major parties. 'rllhaL reasonable personrtt he
told the
Denocrats

lrlashineton Post.
seriously?rl

"could take the Republicans or

Bergland, Lewis top LP ticket

David Bergland
In the contests for national party offices, Houstonian

Matt Honroe moved fron Region XIII Representative to an At-
Large seaL on the Libertarian NationaL Committee. As LP Fi-
nance Chair Monroe helped lead the party out of an enormous
debt, much of uhich was amassed in the 1980 presidential
campaign. That debt has been reduced from more Ehan $165,000
is of Ewo years ago to effecEively nothing at convention
tine.

Gary Johnson of Austin was chosen by Region XIII dele-
gates to Eake Monroets old seat, on the LNC. Johnson is Sec-
retary to the LP of Texas Executive Conmittee and a leading
Austin LP activist.

Paul Grant of Colorado ran unopposed t,o become the nerd
National Chair; Mary Gingell of California uas elected
Vice{hair and Dave Walter of Pennsylvinia is the nev Trehs-
urer. Other At-Large representatives are Ed Clark, Jeff
Steinberg of Pennsylvania, Steven Fielder of West, Virginia,
DaIe Hemning of l.linnesota, Hurray Rothbard of New York, and
Ruth Bennett of Colorado.

ElecEed to the National Judicial Comtrittee were Michael
Grossberg of Austin, LP co-founder David Nolan of Colorado,
Bill tlhiEe of California, Sylvia Sanders of Iowa, and St,even
Davis.

Three Texans battled on the convention floor for and
against amendnents to the national LP Platform, nith sub-
stanEive expansions to the Childrents Rights, Health Care,
and Comunication (formerly Free Speech) planks proposed by
former FREE IEIAS editor Grossberg gaining delegates' up-
proval. Honever, amendment.s to forelgn and military policy
as r*ell as Social Security planks proposed by Jeff H'.rremel, a
fortrer Ausuinite and University of Texas graduate now resid-
ing in Anaheim, Calif., uere defeated.

Coutr on page 2.
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Dozens of Libertarians responded to LPT Chair AIma Ku-

cymbalars offer to give a free subscription for Free, Texqs

nlroit" to people vho send in a published leuter-to-the-ed-
ffir .-E a aaly neuspaper rrhich offers a libertarian view-
point. Thu$, *rrite t e had no entries for the June-July
double issue, we have more for the sepEenber issue than ve

can print. Selecting Uhe best of the bunch has been a tiEe-
consuming but eminently satisfying task'

Individuals uhose letters aPpear in this coLumn will
r"..ir. " 

yearts subscripEion to !J[. It should be noted,
however, t[at sorne of the people who sent- letters in are
already subscribers or contributors to the Party. These peo-
ple deserve our special apPreclation.

And now, on to the letters:

LP actiufsts SPeak Out
Free Texas Reports

mentary teachers please note: This means no singing
ttJesus loves the litEle children.rr)

l.ie will remain free to norship or not worship
the God' or gods of our choice only as long as we

strive to retain that strict seParation of curch and
state.

I consider Presldent Reaganrs Bible Year edict
anoEher step backrard on the road to freedom and
suggest that, the road to heII is paved uith goYern-
ment intentions.

Jerry Craoe
ActLng ChaLr
Ector County LP
Odesaa
(Odessa Anerican)

I an appall.ed at the recent Senate Pasage of the
Simpson-Mazolli inrnigration bi11. This draconian
legislation is imnoral and violates the founding
principles of this nation. America was built by in-
nigrants and their descendants. It is unfortunate to
see us turtr our backs on historically our greaLest
source of r*ealth 

- iridividuals seeking to be free
to prosper through hard work. All of us benefit from
working people who produce goods and services. I'le

should return to the imnigration policy set forth in
the inscription at the base of the Statue of Liber-
ty: rrGive rue your Lired, your Poor' your huddled
slasses yearning to breathe free.rr

Furthermore, I believe this bill to be racist as
are many of the recent imtrlgraEion and t,rade poli-
cies of the United States.

frome P. Bernhardt
Eouston
(Houston Chronicle)

I disagree rrith Ernest Coniners article on in-
Eerest tax rithhol.ding (Editorial pager Hrarch 9).
First, he bases it on a false premise. No one "ouestt
anything unless he has made a purchase or signed a
contract. Taxetion is merely the forcible seizure of
a personls asseEs.

Contr on Page 6.

President Reagan has proclaimed 1983 as the
ttyear of the Bi61e.r' Hr. Reaganrs proclanation
states in Part:

ttWhereas the Bib1e, the Word of God, has made a

unique coontribution in shaping the united states as

a distinctive and blessed naLion ."
t'Whereas rener*ing our knouledge of , and faith in

God, fhrough Holy ScripEures can strengthen us as a

nation r.. our national need (is) to study and apply
the teachings of the Holy Scriptures "'

"I, Roiald Reagan, Presldent of Ehe United
StaLes of Auerica ... do hereby proclaio 1983 the
Year of the Bible ...' I encourage all citizens each

in his or her own uay, to re-exatrine and discover
its priceless and timeless IIESSfl$e .rr 

-
isking non-{hristian Americans (*e really do

exist, hive alvays and will always) to study and

.ppiy the teachings of the Bible is a violation of
oui iefigious rights. Horr would the Christian Aneri-
cans feef if the president had instead proclained ir
ih* y"rt of the i(ot.n or the Talnud? Itm sure Ehey

nould be outraged if the president had encouraged us

all to study and apply the teachings of Krishna,
Buddah or JosePh Smith.

As a libertarian and a Unitarian-Universalistt
Ehe Bible Year edict disturbs me just anoEher

instance of government men and voices in an area
uhere they have no right t,o be.

our constitutional form of government Suarantees
us the separation of church and state. (Public ele-

Prescon cont.
from pa,ge 1

Leading opposition to Ehe Hummel planks vas Tom Glass of
Houston, ,ho is also Region 3 Representative to the LP of
Texas Executive Qommit,tee. G1ass, a Texas A&H graduate'
raised nuEerous questions in Ehe form of points of inforrna-
tion about Hurmeits foreign policy amendments vhich served
to kiIl them on the floor.

Ttre Social Sticurity debate centered on whether Ehe LP

should call for keeping the bankruPt sysEem and ruaking par-
ticipation in it vol-untary or else simply call for iLs com-

pleti abolition. Hummel favored abolition rrhereas the najor-
ity of the delegates felt candidates should be free Lo pro-
pose a voluntary SS.

The only neu plank added to the platform was one pro-
posed by Biil Hor*e1t of Da1las which stages that cohabita-
tion should be no legal defense against charges of sexual
assault.

also added to the platform is a ne'* Preamble, the text
of which is included in the box accompanying this story.
Qther plaCforur changes 'rill be reported on in greaLer detail
in future issues of Free Tetae-Xelgrlq.

Preamble to the
LP Platform

t

The folloving is the ne'* Preamble to Lhe Libertarian
Party Platform, approved by delegates to the 1983 LP Presi-
dential Nominating Convention in New York City:

"As Libertarians, ve seek a r*orld of liberty; a world in
nhich all individuals are sovereign over their o''*n lives and
no one is forced to sacrifice his or her values for the ben-
efits of others.

rrWe believe that respect for individual rights is uhe
essential precondition for a free and prosperous vorld, that
force and fraud must be banished from human relationships,
and that only through freedom can peace and prosperit.y be
realized.

ttConsequenLly, we defend each personsts right t,o engage
in any activity that is peaceful and honest, and r*elcome the
diversity that freedom brings. The world we seek to build is
one vhere individuals are free to follow their or*n dreams in
thelr own ways withouE interference fron government or any
auEhoritarian power.

trln the folloring pages t*e have set forth our basic
principles and enumerated various policy stands derived fron
those principles.

"These specific poJ.icies are not our goal, however. Our
goal is nothing more nor less than a world set free in our
iifetime, and it is to this end that re take these stands"r

t

a
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Free Texas ReDorEs

. Thousands of U-$. troops sent to
Central llmerica and the Middle East,

not to mention the tens of thousands in
Europe and Asia . . .

. Nerr and higher Social Security
tf,xes, ges taxes. excise taxe3, "user fees"
ard harch new laws against tax shelters

andtaxpayers...
. Dozenr of young draft resisters

jailed byaPresidentwho saye he "doegnt
beliaue in the draft" . . .

. Hundreds of restrictions on local
police, the lRS, SEC, FBl, lNS, ClA,
BATF ruddenly lifted to "crack down"
on nwly dircouered gprornmont

enemies - all of which leaue the
ayorage citizen increasi ngly defenseless

against police state methods. . .
. And in the face of endless promises

to the oontrary, no end in sight, or euen

the dightest rcduction, in new and more
powerfu I govetn msnt bu rmucracies,

agencies, "task folces", "emergenqy

legislation" and the numberless rulec,

regulations, edicts and dectees iesued

by all politicians of the conuentional
stripes.. .

' Without a doubt, we face a

MAD DOG GOVERNMENT . ..
OUT OF CONTROL!

4

ADEsg,
NE,

a
F 6

Page 3

6]

o

There is only one sure solution, one cure, for this "mad dog". Only the Libertarian Party has the
fundamental theory and practical solutions to ever more powerful, ever more costly, and more
dangerous government power. Only a consistent advocacy of individual rights and responsibilities can
put an end to this growing social cancer. Government exists only by the sanction of the people to
protect our rights and liberties, and "Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it . . ." (Declaration of lndependence,1776l.
The American and Texas revolutions were based in large measure on libertarian principles, and unfor-
tunately that struggle is not yet over.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
The Libertarian Party of Texas is funded entirely on a voluntary basis by its members and supporters.

Most of our ongoing funds are raised through the lndependence Pledge program. We ask that you
pledge a monthly amount (or a single lump sum payment) and each month we keep you up to date on
LPT news and send you financial reports and special articles and items of interest. You'll also receive
postaqe paid envelopes for your contributions and will be added to LPT publication mailing lists. And,
more importantly, you'll be helping to end "mad dog" government through the democratic process.

Just send in the coupon below and we'll do the rest.
Please clip pledge card and mail to the address below .

fl I want to make a monthly pledge ot f]$to E$zs* Eg5g** EE for the next 12 mos. beginning the mo. of

[-l I would like to make a lump sum contribution of $ [*l Enclosed is my first month's pledge or lump sum payment

Name

\
a,J

0y,r
F
C

Address Apt. No-

City State Zip Phone (w) (h)

Date Signature

'ContributoB ol 925$49 per month will be namod Financa Committeo Con.ultine Mombon-
+'Comributo.r of $60+ p.r month wlll be ndmod to th. Fln8nc€ Committse Advi.ory Bo.rd.
All lrd.psnd.nc. Pl.dgE p.nicip.nt will receirre monthly m.lling.. Wo rrqu..t thst monthly pl.dge. b.. minimum of $E/month,

*****Please make chscks payable to the "lndopendsncc Pledga" P.O. Box 56426 Houston, Texss 772546426*'**'

F
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By Scott BLeser
HIB EdLtor

Although opponents of governnent mass transit monopolies
lost rhe bitrli vhen Dallas voters approved creation of a
Dallas Area Rapid Transit slyste0 last monthr they caBe out
better able to Ha8,e uar in the future.

"The city faihers made uhe biggesL nistake of their
lives (in promoting DART). They had people rorking to8eEher
who had never uorked together before. Heck, they eren had

Ji-u Collins and the AFL{IO on the sane sJ.dert' said Ken

Fisher, a lh1las Libertarian actLve in the anti-DART move-
DenL.

Seven civic grouPs' the local bus driverts union and
several other proninent individrrals joined vith LP actlvists
in a coaLition agalnst DART shich rill provide a polltical
base for future opposition to transit statistsr plans, Fish-
er said.

Voters in rhe city of Dal1as approved DART by a margin
of 55 perceflt to 45 percent. Ttre total vote county-rride_uas
58 perient in favor and 42 percent agalnst. Houever, five
suburbs in the souLhern part of the county - Mesquite,
Grand Prairie, Duncanville, The Colony and cockrell Hill'
voted the neasure doun and uill therefore not be included in
DARTTs service arear

'rMart,in Gibson uas the one rho was responstble for DART

not passing in Duncanvillerrr Fisher said. Gibson, who had
gained coniiderable na6e recognltion fron.hls campaign in
Ine special elecrion for Rep. Phil Qlnmmrs district this
spring, senE out tvo trass uailings in his home town of Dun-
canvtlle. One of these contalned a Eap showtng the larBe
areas DART vould have the pouer to condemn for redeve).op-
ment. The mailings caused rrquite a stlnkrr in the area' gain-
ing constderabLe local nedia attention, Fisher expLained.

Otherwise, the pro-DART forces had several advantages
over their opponentsi

* Host of Dallasr bankE, developmenE coEpanies and other
large businesses gave DART considerable suPPort in money'
endorsenents and volunteer labor. In fact, nany large busi-
nesses spent considerable suns of fine and money selling fhe
DART idea to their enploy+es, and frequently those employees
who expressed opposition to DART nere subject t,o harassment.

* The pro-DART Transportation Task Force sPent nearly
two years treeting quietly nith netghborhood associations and
othei groups spreading their staEist propaganda. Anti-DART
activist Terry Elkins discovered this when she nade Ehe same

circuit herself ueeks or oonths later.
* Dallast Eno major neuspaPers and trost oEher neus media

in the area supported DABT, and the newspaPers especially
had a strong pro-DART bias in their news coverage. 0n1y t\to
of the cityrs five local T.V. sEations gave reasonably fair
coverage to anti-DART activists during the canpaignrs final
four veeks.

* The general public were far too accepting of misinfor-
uation the! received frou nensPapers and television, Fisher
said. ldany people were only nade auare of argunents agalnsg
DART when- they- read anti-DART brochures distrlbuted by Lib-
ertarian and other Eroups late in the campaiS'n.

+ As of one month 
- pfior to the August 13 referendum'

pro-DART forces had raised $6801000, according t.o campaign
hinanc. reports, At that time a survey shoved voters were
split 40 percent for, 40 percent against_and 20 percent un-
declded. Tirey therefore redoubled their fundraising efforts
and established a canpaign kltty of $1.2 nillion by election
day, making this one of the nost htgh-priced referendun cam-
paigns Dallas has ever had.

In contrast, Fisher estlnated all anti-DART SrouPs to-
gerher raised only $17,000, purchasing 500 lrumper stickers
Ind 750 yard signi as rell as several hundred brochures and

buttons. The pro-DART groups had 30 million buoper stickerE
and 10,0O0 yard signs.

Accordlng to FiEher these trvisualsrr had a Strong inpact
on the publlc, alEhough nany people r*ho uere against DART

Big D t)otas for btg boondoggle
Free Texas ReDorts

\

S.*

Here reluctsnt to uear antl-DART buttons or put up yard
signs tn part because of pressure from thetr enployers and
because the issue raa e[otlonally charged.

0f course, the antt-DART forces had the pouer of betng
rlght on EheLr side, and several activists rere quite artic-
ulate spokeepersons. One such activist iE Dennis HcCuistion,
a banker, consultant and educator rho heads an organizarion
called For a Linited American Governnent (FIAG), uhich pro-
ilotes free etrt,erprise through public lectures and foruns.
McCuLstion is a tralned public speaker and ras so adept at
denolishing arguments for DART that the TfF refused Eo ac-
cept hi.il as the anti-DART spokesnan tn debates, Fisher said.

rrF[.AG uas the phllosophlcal opponent (aside fron the
Libertarians) and had the best overall media coverage, uaa
the trost-recognized opponent to DARTT" he added,

Tuo individuals, Francis S. l,lynn of Faet Tax, a conpany
that provtdes coEputer prograns for soall and nediuu buei-
ness bookkeepfng, and Iaoar Phtlltps, an executLve rtth the
Anertcan Autonoblle Assoclation, spent thelr oun money to
purchaae antl-DART ads in the oajor neuspspers, and eon-
structton contracEor Pete Gitford paid for anti-DART radio
adg.

Elected officials uho spoke against DART were Ihllas
Clty Councilneuber Elsle Fae Hlggtna, atate representatlve
John Leeda,E and U.S. Rep. Jiu Collins. Fisher said the nedia
paid considerable attention to Leedhao and ColJ.lne, whLch
rras unfortunate because HcCuistion and other anti-DART act-
ivists uere far Eore artlculat,e and convinctng,

tluch of the opposition to DART cane'from people who nere
not ideologically opposed to government Eonopolies but uere
dissatlsfied sith the transit system being proposed.

The DART Interim Authorlty proposed to spend $8 billion
on a coubination raiL and bus syster, increaslng the exist-
ing Dallas Transit Systen.bus fleet by 35 percent, bullding

Free T.e-+!r.s. Ee,pprFs

25 tiue-transfer bus etations, laying 160 niles of track for
the rsll llne by 2010 r*tth 98 Etatlons, and reducing fares
by 29 percent. All thls and they plan Eo have farebox reven-
ues cover 50 percent of operating costs. IIAHI proponents
said this Eystetr would be tta showplace for the rorld.rl

But there were several problens w"ith the plan. In the
flrst place, it favored the nore affluent sections of north-
ern Dallas and the north suburbs at the expense of souther
Dallas and the south suburbs. A large nunber of the ciEyrs
blacks live in South Dallas, and several black actlvLsts
formed Down t{ith Dart, which developed a large nuuber of
neabers and was successful in defestlng DART in oany of Dal-
Iaer southern precincLs.

Also, the Analganated Traneit Union, rhich ts affiliated
vlth the AFL-CIO, deeLded uorker benefits under the IIART
plan uould actualJ.y be reduced and therefore organized lts
nenbership against the proposal, manning phone banke and
stuffing envelopes.

Several Ilallas Llbertarlans spenE conElderable tlne and
uuch of theLr Eoney in the effort, with Dayid Eelberr Joe
Paul Barnett, Harttn Gtbson, Flsher, Tomy Glennr Pat lJtule
and Larry Burford productng brochuree, buttons and yard
signs calltng for DARTTs defeat. LPf Chair Alna Kucynbala
also took tine frou her other duties to assLet the local
groupr

Intelleetual amnunition was provLded by Ltbertarian out-
of-tovners Barry Klein of Houeton and Robert Pooler Jr.t
president of the Reason Foundation in funta BErbara' Calif.

KleLn, the Leading LibertarLar activist agatnst goYern-
ment translt in llouston, supplled considerable matertal a-
bout l'{etropolltatr Transit Authorltiee and llouston's sour
experiences rith their l'[IA. The Houstonlan is nov uorking to
seL up an lnformation neEwork of free narket transit acEiy-
lsts in several cities,
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Poole, who has ernassed considerable lnfortration about
privat,e transit alternatives, cane to Dallas in late JuIy to
address forums and talk to Lhe media about, ways the free
market could solve transit problens if the governnent, would
lift its various and sundry restrictions against it.

At a forun sponsored by FLAG Poole detailed free market
jitney servtces in large foreign cities such as Caracas,
Buenos Alres, llong Kong, ]danilla, Singapore and Kuala Lanpur
nhich provtde either a majority or large minority of translt
capacity in thelr respectiye areas. Jitneys are illegal in
nearly ell Anerican ciuies, except for a handful of them
where a limlted nunber of jipneys are allored to operate in
soEe areas.

Poole also suggested lifEing restrictions on the nrrmber
of cabs, shared-ride' cabs and subscription bus service as
viable free market Eransit alternatives. IIe pointed out that
state and local governnents set up price conErols and re-
strict conpetition in nearly all areas of pubJ.ic transit.

San Franciscors BART system is sinilar to DART, Poole
said, and a follor*-up study of BART by one of its_designers
revealed t.hat most of its users were college educated, mid-
dle and upper income people nho were being subsidized by
lor*er-incone taxpayers.

t'Compassion for the poor? It seems coupassion neans tax-
ing theo to deathrrt he declared. trPeople on hlelfare pay tax-
es so that young lauyers cEn ride the trains.rt

Also at the forun was Dr. James Ransey, a Neu York Clry
transtt expert vho has rritten a book suggesting Ehe city
prlvatize its subrray systen as a solution to its fiscal cri-
sis. Ramsey aesailed DARTTs projections on service costs and
revenues.' tfThese cost proJections bear about as ouch resenblance
to nhat actually happens as if I vere asked for figures a-
bouu Dallas and I just plucked them out of the airril he
said. Ramsey sald experiences of other cit,iest transit sys-
tens shorred that initial cosE figures rise by at least a

factor of four.
In refuting DART claims its syEtem vould reduce' pollu-

tton, Ramsey pointed out that during the last Nerr York City
Eransit strikl, uhtch affected 85 percent of the cityrs com-
muters, air quality inproved 20 percent in the first three
days.

The main problem vith government oPeration of transit
systems is uhat due to political pressure they defer needed
maintenance spending in order to pay rapidly-increasing wag-
es to its enployeesr he said. As a result systetss deterior-
ate and ue nou have uhaE the najor news nedia point out as a
crlsis of colJ.apstng infrastructure. Political pressure also
keeps goverrunenE Eanagers froa raising fares enough to cover
cosEs, resulting in higher Laxes to pay the difference or'
in Heu Yorkrs caser catasEroPhic financial debts.

trThe DART s5rsten spends g, money, and itrs spent by
people rvho do not have their orr.rl troney at stake in the sys-
temrrr he added.

Clifford Long, a manufacturing conpany executive and
vice-prelsldent of FI.4G, pointed out, that changes in the
state lav enabllng DARTts creation r*ouLd permit the sales
tax uhich funds DART to be increased abpve the one-cent max-
imum provlded elsevhere in that lan. All DART nould have to
do ls issue revenue bonds, r+hich do not requJ.re voter ap-
proval, ln an auount greater than can be covered by its
farebox and tax incone. The state government could then im-
pose a limited sales tax on t,he DART service area to pay
back the bonds.

Longrs warning nas echoed by colunnist Hike Niebuhr in
the neighborhood publicat.ion Oak l+rip Todev, uho also point-
ed out that DART can acquire a large atrount of property near
its stations by eminent dooain and then lease the space back
to priyate companies rrho uould enjoy DARTts legislated ex-
enption from property taxes. He also uarned DART will have
its oun police force r.rith jurisdictlon over state and city
as rell as DART Authority lans.

The bus system that will eat Dallas
fu*,
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By l{tke Hol-res
III Ftnance Chalr

Ilespite the traditional rtoff-yearrf 1u11_ in political
activisE aad the oil and gas depression in Texas, LFT Fi-
nance Cmittee nembers and Party contrlbutors continue the
struggle for solvencY.

'-LFf contributions tend to follon our cycles of politic-
aI activisorrr ootes Bill Elliot, imediate past Treasurer,
'and the first half of 1983 is probably the least active
period retve esperienced in quite sore tine.rr

Independence Pledge conEributions have continued at lev-
els near those of 1982, honever, despLte the fact that nany
contributors have faced financial reverses and are exper-
i-enciug unemployuent. Soue pledgers have been forced to re-
duce or teEporarily halt their coutributions for these rea-
sons.

Honever, the Finance C.omittee 1111 keep past contribu-
tors in the prograo even if they are no longer able to con-
tribute tetrporarlly due to joblessness.

Ilespite uhe political and economic 1u11s, the Indepen-
dence Pledge has raised about $8'5OO through the end of July
aE a cost of approrioately $1r80O. firis brings the total
aEount raised by the IP effort since Febrnary l98l to about
$44,200.

The Consolidated LPf Financial Statenents for fiscal
year 1982 were tssued by Elliot in Hay and shoved that
$441781 vas raised ln total by the LHf last Jrear. 0f that
amount, $271198 ras raised for the ballot drive and $14'780
uas raised by the pledge progrluE. These figures do not in-
clude fuads raised by individual LPf candidates ln 1982'
vhich are estiotated at $2G-30r000.

0n the cost side, the largest categories in 1982 uere
the Ballot Drive ($37,771), Free Teraa ($3'339) and IP fund-
raising costs ($2r74O). lfe ended the year rith a debt of
about $4rm0, of which about $1r95O reuained outstandirg as
of June 6. Finance Comittee Advisory Board nenber and Dal-
las activist Sarah fielber generously forgaYe $1'0OO of the
1982 debt, and Elliot forgave $96O of the debt. Appreciation
should also be extended to foruer LPI Chair and 1982 Ballot
Ihlye Chair Bill Fraser, vho contributed heavtly to the bal-
1ot drive effort at considerable personal sacrifice.

The 1983 LPf Budget nas adopted in January by the LFT
Executive Comitt,ee uith total revenues projected at $2Or00O
uith total erpenditures of $21,98O.

rrWhile ve dontt advocate deficit soendingr our IP cash

Finance rePort
Fundraisers battle recession
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flou does allov us to safely carry a liuited ?mount of short
tern debt sithout nuch riskrt' obseyed Finance Comittee men-
ber Richard Sansing.

The IP is budgeted to raj.se $18,(nO ia 1983 u'ith the
renainder coning fron party ueuberships and Eree Teras ads
and subscriptions.

l{ajor budgeted costs for 1983 include $1,780 for Free
Teras, $3,000 for Free TFFas Reports, $610o0 for publiea-
tlons direcior fees, $4r50O for debt service and $31200 foi
IP fundraising. Other costs are for postager suppliesr Beet-
ing expense and 1984 Ballot Drlve start-up costs.

Host costs are running belon budget and the Austin C.on-
ference, vhich vas not budgeted, managed to squeak out a S5O
profit.

Another unbudgeted production is the ner cartoon fornat
rrlntroductlon to the Libertariatr Partytr by publications ed-
itor Scott, Bieser, vhich is considered an inportant outreach
effort. Ttre Finance Comittee believes additional revenue
can be uade by licensing republication rights to the cartoon
booklet for use by other state LP groups and also by indi-
vidual sales of the booklet.

fire Finaace Co@ittee is also offering for Eale a 15G-
page booklet vhich coupiles all of the Independence Pledge
nailings since incepEion, all of the prouotional letters and
ads, as rell as a 4/*-page Accounting Guide for LP organl.za-
tions. This booklet vss produced in linited quanttties and
is available to LP groups and activlsts irhile supplies last
for $35. firese and other sale itpmc vere nade avabilable at
the LPT booth duri-ng the Fresidential Hominatlng Convention
in Hew York Cj.ty.

Several Flnance Comittee meubers have also been busy
lending a hand to the t{ational LP Finance Comittee as uork-
ing nembers. Bill Elliot, Sue Bjornseth' Hike llolnes and
David Scott have been pulling this double duty' assisting
the nationaL effort led by Dr. I'Iatt l'lonroe, rho retired froo
the LEI Finance Comi.ttee ChaLruanship to take over the l{a-
tional Finance C.ouittee in the spring of 1982.

fire Finance Comittee vould also like to thatrk DaYid
Buelor of Austin for beconing an Advisory Board nenber this
spring (Advisory Board ueubers plegde $5O or trore per oonth)
and ue encourage others able to do so to Join. Interested
persons may joln the Independence Pledge by sending in the
coupon in the ad on page 3 of this issue or by sending in
your pledge or lrrnp-sum contributioa tol The Independence
Pledge, P,O. Box 56426, Ilouston, TX 77256.

Spgak Out cont. rrom pase z

Coniners teruinology is also urong. He defines
those uho attetrpt to keep their ffi,ney from tax col-
lectors as ttchiselers." According to Websterrs Dic-
tionary, a chiseler is a rtcheat or srindler.tr I do

not see shere this applies to a person nho is only
trying to keeP his oun money.- ftre Internal Revenue Service could have the de-
cency to refer to itself accurately: tax collectors.
Changing the name doesntt, change the nature of any-
Lhing.

Bobert A. Cottet
Eouston
(Chronicle)\_

I{hen Uncle Sau prints uorthless paper Eoneyt
itrs called "prining Ehe pu.mp.tt

hlhen Billy Cannon prints uorthless PaPer troney'
itts calLed'tcounterfeiting.rl

No vonder our chlldren are having so nuch troub-
le learning English.

Jeff Ihtell
Eonston
(Eouston fggg)

Contr otl Page 8.

Odessa activists
jump into action

The ranks of Libertarian publications in Texas has been
increased by one yith the cregtion of the nersletter Free
hlest Texas in Odessa, published by Ehe Ector County Indepen-
dent Libertarian Party.

'The Ector County Independent Libertarian Party has ta-
ken a jackrabbit, quantutr, leap for the advanceoenE of the
Libertarian vieupoint ln l{est Texasrrt reports g{L editor
ElLen Snith.

tfHuch hard vork and dtltgent effort has gone into the
fornatLoo of uhe ECILP in order to introduce and provide a
format for the Llbertarian Party in West Texas.

ttJerry Crane, the chalrman, has sPent a year and a half
in reserach and organizatlon for the Libertarian Party in
Irlest Texas. He is t.o be comnended for hls efforts to help
Hest Texas betEer understand the Libertarian Partyrrr she
said.

The ECILP eLected seven officers in August: Jerry Crane

- chairman, G. Donaghe Suith - vice chair and research,
Jeannle Austin secretary, Ronald Holder publicity'
J.D. Cooper - Fliff typesetting and layoutr Ellen Suith
$[ editor, and Bill Svaffer - entertainnent comittee.
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The LPT Executive Committee appointed a nelr party treas-
urer, formally adopted a policy of having an all-volunteer
baIlot drive next year, considered upgrading the party com-
puEer mailing list system and changes in publications policy
at their Aug. 21 meeti-ng in Houston.

Earlier reports in IIE and the Independence Pledge news-
letter that the ExecCom approved an all-volunteer ballot
drive at iEs June meeEing in Austin Idere Prenature. Although
some members had left that meeting believing the plan by
Region 3 Representative and Ballot Drive Coordinator Tom

Gliss was approved, minutes of the meeting shoued the matter
had actually been tabled.

Region 2 Representative Robert Mitchell reiterated an
opinion expressed at the June meeting by Region I Rep. C.B.
Idau 'in, that if the party cannot get sufficient volunteer
supporE to get on the ballot the LPI does not deserve Eo be
on the ballot. That statetrent was incorrectly attributed to
Region I Rep. Gnynn Groggel in the last issue of EIR.

AE Ehe end lt rn" ilEeti.ng LPT vice{hair JoE?aul Bar-
nett subnitted a lengthy resolution detailing a voLunteer
ballot drive plan and calling for its adoption. Hovever,
since the resolution uas so long and involved in the ExecCom
voted to table consideration until lts next meeting.

At t.he meetingts end Region 2 Rep. Scott Bieser proposed
a much shorter resolution r+hich simply called for making an
all-volunteer ba11ot drive in 1984 the official LFI policy.
'Ihat motion Has adopted by a 4-3 vote.

Also at the meeting Glass announced he has appointed
Catherine Elliot of Houston as BalLoE Drive Finance Chair.

David Guier of Irving uas appointed I.PT Treasurer by
unanimous vote. Guier, who is a CPA, vas an LP candidate for
U.S. Congress in the 1982 elections. As of Sept. 15 Guier
replaces BiLl Ellior of Houston, who had spent a consider-
able portion of his spare time as LPf Treasurer since the
sunrner of 1982.

Ton Bernhardt of Houston, '*ho has been helping Mailing
List Chair Kurtis Bottke uaintain the mailing list on his
computer system, proposed the LHf lease-purchase a 10-20
megabyte hard disk for list maintenance. Bernhardt and Bott-
ke said the present floppy-disk syst,em has reached its Lim-
its r+ith the partyts current mailing list of more than 81700
names, and that a hard disk rsoul.d make handling, coding and
expanding the list much more simple and efficient. The cost
of such a purchase to the LPT would be roughly $l0O per
uonth.

Some ExecCom members, noting that the National LP nay
move its headquarters to Houston, said it might be better to
puE its mailing list on the national partyts computer sys-
tem, perhaps in exchange for giving the National LP dccess

]-
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to the Texas list. Others pointed ouE that such a move by
the national party lfas far from cerLai.n and even if it hap-
pens, it may not be in the best interests of the LPT to
share mailing list facilities fiEh Ehe NLP.

The entire tratter of the mailing list uas tabled untll
the next ExecCom meeting. In related ners Bottke has an-
nounced his resignation as I'dailing List, Chair, and the Exec-
C6m has yet to appoint a successor.

LFI Chair Alma Kucymbala reported on conferences she has
had with several ExecCon members regarding publications po1-
icy. At present, there is no fornal policy except for one
clause in the LFT By-Lar*s which states that a publications
editor may be appointed by the ExecCon and serves at the
pleasure of the chair. Kucymbala included in her report a
copy of the National LP publications policy to give an exam-
ple of hon a publications policy could nork.

Bieser, who is LPT publications editor, said he has con-
sulted rith Kathleen Richuan, ediLor of the NLP publicat.ion
!iL_@. Richnan said she likes having a formal, written
policy because it insulates her from confLict,ing expecta-
tions of National Committee members. Bieser told the comnit-
tee he r*ou1d like to have some sort of nritLen publications
policy, although it should not be quite as comprehensive as
nationalrs, which he said 'rlocks the editor into a straight
jacket. rr

Region 3 Rep. Katherine Glass said someone should write
up a proposed publications policy and present, it to the Ex-
ecCom for iEs consideration, Bieser said he would r.rrite such
a policy and circulate it to ExecCom members by mail so Ehey
would have time to familiarize themselves rith it and sug-
gest changes before it is brought up at the next meeting.

National H8 will
move to Houston

The national Libertarian Party headquarters will move to
Houston in the near future to take advantage of that cityrs
large number of party volunteers, it was decided aE Ehe
1983 Libertarian Party Presidential Noninating Convention.

Gary Johnson, who became Region XIII represenfaEive to
the LP National Comtrittee at the Neu York convent,ion, said
the decision was rnade by the LPNC uhich ended its terE aE
the end of August, and that decision rdas not overturned by
either conyenEion delegates or Ehe neu committee.

The LPNC had been debating a move from its current Wash-
ington, D.C., headquarters for several months.
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In your recent series on religion in Austin, Ilr'
Iloyard Hll1er of the uni.versity of Texas stated,
tione of the oldest Ldeas in the rrestern rorld is the
necessary connection betyeen church and state ...tt
It nas necessary for the rulers to PerPetuate the
connection. Ilistorically, the rulers have uade the

***** **t t *if **tt*****i*****t*
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rules. If Ehe people believe in a suprene beLng vit'h
ultimate pouer' then any ruler actLng ln Hls nane
also has ulEirat6 pouer over the peopLe.

Dr. Hiller also sEated, tr... EStBblishing reltg-
ion ls one of the oost tnportant rays to controL
publtc norality." Tha abeence of reU-gion -does not
uean an autonatic lack of norality, nor does the
presence of religlon Suaratrtee norality.- Each nan
ihould have pover over hiE ovn destLny. In Americat
any ruler who clains dlvine intervention is not act-
ing in the beet interest of the people he or she ls
to ser,e' 

Ihrrd E. f,ern
Bound [ock,
(Austin Aneriean-
Statesoan)
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