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ADOPIED IN CONVENTION, NEW YORK CITY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1953

BYLAWS OF THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY

Article 1; Name
These byiaws shall govern the association known as the “Liber-
tarian Party,” hereinafier referred to as the “Party”’

Article 2: Period of Duration

The duration of the Party shall be perpetual,

Arxticle 3: Purposes
The Party is organized to implement and give voice to the prin-
ciples embodied in the Statement of Principles by:
— functioning as a libertarian political entity separate and
distinet from all other political parties or movements;
— chartering affiliate parties throughout the United States
and promoting their growth and activities,
— nominating candidates for President and Vice President
of the United States, and supporting Party
and affiliate party candidates for political office; and,
- entering inte pelitical information activities,

Article 4; Statement of Principles and Platform

The Statement of Principles affirms that philosophy upon
which the Libertarian Party is founded, by which it shalt be sus-
tained, and through which liberty shall prevail, The enduring
importance of the Statement of Principles requires that it may
be amended only by a vote of 7/8 of all registered delegates at
a Regulur Convention,

2. The Party Platform shall include, but not he limited to, the
Statement of Principles and the implementation of thase prin-
ciples in the form of planks.

Article 5: Membership

I. Members of the Party shall be those persons whose national
dues are current and who have certified in writing that they op-
pose the injtlation of force to achieve political or social goals.

2. Dues for membership in the Party shall be set by the Na-
tional Committee.

Article 6: Affiliate Parties

. 1. No person, group or organization may use thé name “Liber-

tartan Party” or any confusingly similar designation except an
organization to which the Party grants affiliate party status.

2. The National Committee shall charter affiliate parties from
any qualifying organization requesting such status in each state,
territory and the District of Columbia. Organizations which wish
to become afiiliate parties shall apply for such status on a stand-
ard petition form as adopted by the National Committee, which
petition shall be signed by no fewer than ten members of the
organization residing in the appropriate state. Affiliate party
status shail be granted only to those organizations which adopt
the Statement of Principles.

3 There shall be no more than one affiliate party in any one
state, territory or the District of Columbta, and the affiliate party
shail determine who shall be is delegates to all Regular
Conveations.

4. No affiliate party shall endorse any candidate who is 2 member
of another party for public office in any partisan election. No
affiliate party shatl take any action inconsistent with the State-
ment of Principles or these Bylaws,

5. The autonomy of the affiliate parties shall not be abridged
by the National Commitiee or any other committec of the Pay-
ty, except as provided by these Bylaws.

6. The National Committee shatl have the power to revoke the
statug of any affiliate party, for cause, by a vote of 3/4 of the
entire National Commitiee, The affiliate party may challenge
the revocation of its status by written appeal to the Judicial Com-
mittee made within 30 days of receipt of notice of such revoca-




tien. Fatlure to appeal withio 30 days shall confirm the revoca-
tbon and bar any later challenge or apy peal, The Mational Com-
mittee shall not revoke the status of any affiliate party within

six months prier {o o Regular Convention.

The Judicial Committes shall set a dete for hearing the appeal
within 20 to 40 days of recelpt of the appeal and shall netify
all interested persons, which persons shall have the right 1o ap-
pear and submit evidence and argument, A1 the hearing the
burden of persuasion shall rest upon the appeliant, The Judicial
Commitiee shall either affirm the National Commiliee’s revoca-
tion of affiliate party status or order reinstatement of the affiliate

party. The Judicial Commitee shatl issue its raling wirthin 30
days of the hearing and In no case lates than 90 days prior ©
a Begulur Convention. Fatlure of the Judicial Commitice to rule

within 30 days shall constitute an affirmetion of the National
Comunittes's revocation of affiliate parly staius except when the
last day of the 34 day period falls within 940 days prior © a
Regudar Convention, in which case the Judicial Commitiee’s non-
action shall result in reinstaternent of sifiliale parly status,
Article 70 Officers
I The officers of the Party shall be:
- Chair,
- Vieo-Chair,
- Seeretary and

Treasurer,
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7. The Treasurer shall re

seive, expend and account for the funds
of the Parly under the supervision and direction of the Chair
and the National Commitee, The Treasurer shall make an an-
nuai financial report to the National Commitice and shall per
form all dutics requived of the office by applicable federal and

state faw,

The National Comanittes muy, for cause, suspend any officer
ivy a voie of 2/3 of the entire National Commitice. The suspended
offtcer muy challenge the suspension by an appeal in writing

jal Committice within seven days of receipt of notice

0 the Judic
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suftation with Platform Committee members and state conven-
tion commitiees, the Platform Committee Interim Chair shall
decide the time and place of the Platform Committee meeting,

The Platform Commitiee’s report shall be mailed by the Party
no later than 30 days prior o the Convention to all national
delegates, state chalrs and state newsletter edifors. At the con-
vention, the platform committee’s recommendations shall be
reported to the floor on a plank-by-plack basis and each shall
he debated and vored upon separately. ‘The Platform Commit-
tee shall set forth the order in which planks shall be considered.

3. Recommendations for which there is no minority report shall
be debated and voted upon in the following manner:

a. The Platform Committee Chair, or some other person
designated by him or her, shall read the proposed recom-
mendation and shall have up to two minutes (o explain the
recommendation,

b. The Convention Chalr shall then open the reconumnenda-
ton to discussion and amendiment for a period of 15
minutes. At the end of 15 minutes, a vole will be taken
on whether to bring the recommendation (as amended,
it this is the case) 1o a fipal vote. If a majority vote is in
favor of immediate consideration, the vote to accept or re-
Ject the reconvnendation must follow immediately, I a ma-
Jority vote is apainst immadiate consideration, the proposed
recommendation shall be tabled for later consideration
after all other recommendations receiving & favorable ma-
jority vote from the Platorm Commitiee have been con-
sidered.

4, When all recommendations having no minority report have

received at least initial considerstion, those for which there is

a minority report shall be considered in the following manner

a. Spokespersons for both the majority and minority posi-

tions shatl each have two minutes to present their vicws.

b, The chair shall then open consideration of both positions

for five minutes, during which time any delegates may ex-

press their views without offering amendments, After five

minutes, there will be a vote on which of the two reports

shall be considered for purposes of adopting a recommen-

dation. The report receiving the greater number of votes

shall the mainer
described in section 3b.

5. After all
consideration, any delegate may propose amendments to the Plat-

then be discussed and voted upon in

Commitiee recommendations have recetved initial
formi. The delepate muay take up o two niinuies to state and ex-
plain the proposal, with debating and voting to proceed as

described in section 3b.

6. Finally, if time permits, proposals which were considered by
the Platform Committee but which received an unfavorable vole
from a mujority of the Committes, may be consideréd, with a
spokesperson for the minority position giving the reasons i favor
and the Platform Commitice Chair or other representative of
the majority position giving the reasons why it was voted down,
hefare the propasal is taken to the floor for debate.

7. Challenges of adepted Party planks believed by 10% of the
delegates to be in conflict with the Statement of Principles shall
be referred in writing, during the Convention, to the Judicial
Comniitee by the de ng.,die‘s requesting action for consideration,
The chalienge shall specify i what manner the plank is believed
to be in conflict. The Judicial Committee shall consider the
chalienge, decide whether the Statement of Principles is con-
formed to and report their findings and reasons o the Conven-
tion. If the plank is vetoed by the Judicial Committee, it will
he declared nubl and void but can be reinstated by a 3/4 vote
of the Convention.

Fule 8: Resolutions

I. Resolutions must be approved by a 2/3 vole.

2, Resolutions must ol be in conflict with the Statement of Prin-
ciples. Challenges of such adopted Resolutions believed by 10%
of the delepates to be in conflict with the Statement of Principles
shall be referred in writing, during the Convention, to the Judicial
Commities by the delegates requesting action for considerafion,
The challenge shall specify in what manner the resolution is
helieved to be in conflict. The Judictal Committee shall con-
sider the challenge, decide whether the Statement of Principles
s conformed to, and report their findings and reasons to the
Convention, If the Regolution is vetoed by the Judicial Com-
mitiee, it will be declared null and void but can he reinstated
by & 3/4 vote of the Convention.

Rule 9: Nomination of Presidential and Vice-Presidential
Candidates

1. Presidential and Vice-Presidential nominations shall be from
the floor, Hach delegation shall tabulate its iotal voiz, and the
delegation chair shalt deliver a written total to the Secretary.
When alt delegations have submitted their votes, the Secretary
shatl declare the voting closed. Al this point, an announcement
of each delegation’s vote total shall be made by delegation chairs
in alphabetical order beginning with a randomty selected delega-
fon.

2. The Party’s nominee for President shalf be chosen by ma-

fority vote, If) after four batlots, no candidate has attained a ma-
jority, the candidate with the fewest votes on the latest ballot

shall be struck from subsequent batlots. This procedure shali
be repeated afler each even-numbered ballol in which no can-
didate has recetved 2 majority vote, until one candidate attains
# aOriy.

3, The Party's nominee for Viee-President shall be chosen by
the same procedure as for the Presidential nominee, except that
the Presidential nominee shall have the power (0 veto any can-
didate f(};' Vige-Prestdent with whom he or she does not wish
tor run. The Convention may overturn such veto by a 2/3 vote,
Raole 10 Election of Officers and National Commitiee

. Nominations for Party Officers shall be from the floor, with
any national or atfiliate party member eligible (o run for any
office. The election shall be conducted m the following manner:
a. For cach office, a majority vote will be necessary for

election,




b, Hach delegation shall tabudate #s total vote, and the delega-
tion chair shall deliver a written total to the Secretary,
When ali delegations have submitted their voles, the
Secretary shall declare the voting closed,

¢. Al this point, an announcement of each delegation’s vote
tofal shall be made by delegation chairs in siphabetical
order beginning with u randomly selected delegation.

d. In cases where no candidale receives a majority, runoff

votes will be held, dropping the candidate with the fewest

vates after cach ballot.

2. Nowinations for the al-large members of the Matlonal Com-
mittee shall be from the floor, with all natlonal or affiliate par
ty members eligible for nomination. The clection shall be con-
ducied in the following manner;
a. Hach delegate may cast up o seven votes, but no more
than one vote for any one candidate,

b. Hach delepation shall tabulate i total volz, and the delega-
tion chair shall deliver & writion total to the Sccretary.
When all delegations have submitted their votes, the
Secrelary shall declare the voting closed.

©

At this poind, an announcement of euch delegation’s vote
total shall be made by delegation chairs in alphabetical
order beginning with a randomly sclected delegation.

. Those seven candidates recelving the highest vote totals
shall be declared elected. 1f a fie vole affecting the out-
come of the election coeurs, ancther ballot for the remain-
ing offices shall be held with each delegate allowed {6 casl

as many votes as there are offices o fill,

=8

3. Nominailons and clections for members of the Judicial Com-
mittee shall be conducted in the same manner as specified for
al-targe members of the National Commitiee,

4. Mominations for each candidate may be made by any delegate
preseal on the floor, provided be or she has the candidate’s per-
mission, Nomipating speeches shall be fimited in duration as
follows:
a, Chair: one five-minute nominating specch, two theee
mintite seconding spoeeches;
b, Adl others: oo two-minule nominaiing speech, two one-
minuie seconding speeches,

5. The National Committce members from each of the Reglons
shall be elected by the dolegates from that region, provided there
are at least five such delegates present, In caucus, after the elec-
tion of the Officers and af-large members of the National Com-
miltee. H a Region is represented by fewer than five delegates,
the incumbent Regional representative will remain in office un-
til & new Regional representative is elecled af a Regional Caucus
to be held within S0 days of the last day of the Convention. The
incumibent representative shall call said caucus and praside over
it. Bach Region’s delegates may elect their representative by
whatever manner they choose, provided all delegates present
from that region are given equal voice in the splection,
Rule Il Mone of the Above

Yotes cast for “None of the Above™ in voting on the Party's
nominces for President and Vice-President, the Parly Officers,
and at-large members of the National Commitiee, shall he con-
sidered valid, Should a majority of the votes be cast for “MNone
of the Above” in the Presidential or Vice-Presidoetial balloting,
no canclidate shall be nominated for that office. Should “None
of the Above” be selected for any Party office, that position shall
be declared vacant and none of the losing candidates for that
position may be sclected to A the vacaney for that ferm of office,

1

Rule 12: Amendments 1o the Rules
The Convention Rules may be amended by a 2/3 vote at a Repular
Convention.
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or the number of delegates allocated. Fatlure to submit a listing
of delegate/alternate names and addresses, as nrescribed within
these Bylaws, shall cause no delegation to be registered from
that affilinte party.

7. Diclegate List:

Any Party member shall be provided, upon request and pay-
ment of copying and mailing costs, a list of the names and ad-
dresses of all elected delegates to 2 Convention.

& Convention Commitiees:

There shall be a Platform Commitiee, a Bylaws and Rules Com-
mittee and a Credentials Committee for each Regular Conven-
tion. The National Committee shall appoint o temporary chair
of each cotnmittee 1o serve until each commitiee selects its own
chair,

a. The Bylaws and Rules Cominitiee shall consist of fen Party
members appointed by the National Commitiee no later than
three months before a Regular Convention. No mose than five
of these members shall be members of the current National
Conmmittee,

b, The Platform Committee shall consist of 20 members selected
as follows:

- One member from each of the ten affiliate parties having
the largest memberships as determined for Convention

delegate allocations. These shall be selected by each of

the affiliate parties no later than one month prior to the
Convention,

— Ten members appointed by the National Conunittee, in-
cluding no iess than five members from states other than
the ten having the largest Party memberships. These
members shall be appointed no later than three months
prior to the Regular Conveation.

¢. The Credentials Committee, composed of ten members, shall
be selected as follows:
— Five members chosen by the National Committee,

—- (e member [rom each of the five affiliate parties having
the iargest memberships as determined for Convention

delegate allocations. These shall be selected by each of

the affiliate parties no later than one month prior to the
convention,

d. Ranked alternates may be named by the appointing bodies
to fill any vacancies in the Convention Commitiees.

9, Quorum:

A guorum shall consist of 40% of the total number of delegates
registered in attendance at the Convention.

10 Convention Rules:

Conveations of the Party shall be conducted in accordance with
the current Bylaws and Convention Rules, unless otherwise
amended at a Regular Convention,

Article 12: Presidential and Vice-Presidential Campaigns

I. Nominations of candidates for President and Vice-President
of the United States inay be made only at the Regular Conven-
tion held in the year preceding the Presidential election year.

2, Mo candidate may be neminated for President or Vice-
President who is ineligible under the United States Constitu-
tion, who has not expressed a witlingoess to accept the nomina-
tion of the Party, or who is nof a member of the Party.

3. In the event of the death, resignation, disqualification or
suspension of the nomination of the Party’s nominee for Presi-
dent, the Vice-Presidential nominee shall become the Presiden-
tial nominee. ‘Fwo-thirds of the eniire membership of the Na-
tional Committee may, at a meeting, fil a Vice-Presidential
vacancy, and, if necessary, a simultaneous Presidential vacancy.

4. The National Committee shall respect the vote of the delegates
at Nominating Conventions and provide full support for all
nominees for President and Vice-President as long as their cam-
paigns are conducted in accordance with the Platform of the
Party.

5, A candidate’s nomination may be suspended by a 3/4 vote
of the entire membership of the National Committee at a meeting.
That candidate’s nomination shall then be declared nutl and void
unless the suspended candidate appeals the suspension to the
Judicial Committee within seven days of receipt of notification
of suspension. The resolution of suspension must state the
specific reasons for suspension and must be signed by each
member of the National Commitiee agrecing thereto, The
Judicial Committee shall meet and act on this appeal within 30
days and before the clection,

Article 13: Parliamentary Authority

The rules contained in the current cdition of Robert’s Rules of
Order, Newly Revised shall govern the Party in all cases fo
which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsis-
tent with other rules adopted by the Party.

Article 14: Amendment

1. These Bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 vote of the delegates
at any Regular Convention,

2. Article 4, Section | shall not be amended by a vote of fess
than 7/8 of all registercd delegates at a Regular Convention.

Article 15; Promulgation of Bylaws

The National Committee shall promulgate the Bylaws in accor-
dance with applicable law.




CONVENTION RULES OF THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY

Rule 1: Order of Business

The standing crder of business for » Regular Convention shall
be as follows:

Call o order

Credentials Committee report

Adoption of Agenda

Bylaws and Rules Committee report

Platform Comunitiee report

Nomination of Party candidates for President and
Vice-President (in appropriaie years)

Blection of Party Officers and at-large members of
7. the National Commitee

8. Hlection of Judicial Committee

9. Resolutions

10, Other business

B B e
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Rule 2. Voting Eligibility

L. The Secretary, acting on behalf of the Credentials Commit-
tee, shall report the number of delegates registercd in attendance
and eligible © vote directly after the opening of the first business
session, and at the beginning of cach succeeding session.

2. All defegates shall be eligible to vore op all matters. In order
1 vote on a given matier, a delegate nwst be present oo the floor
al the time the vote is taken. Each delegate present shall have
one voite. Use of the unit rule or unit voting is probibited at na-
tional Conventions,

3. Dudy sclecled alternates may be freely substituted for any
members of their delegation, except for ex-officio delezates, who
are temporarily or permunently absent from the floor, provided
the procedure has been clearly specified by the affiliate party
in advance of the Convention, and the Secretary has been pro-
vided with Hsts of the affiliate party’s delegates and alternates
as well as o copy of the affiliate party’s rules governing
substitufions,

4. An allernate, upon certification by the Secretary, shall he
designated as a delegate whenever a delegate of the same state
has not been registered in attendance. This siatus shall continue
uatil the absent delegate registers in attendance, I the affiliue
party has made no proviston for filling delegate vacanciss, the
alternate substitute shall be decided by drawing lots.

5. If the affiliate party has made no other provision, an alter-
nate may femporarily vole in place of # delegate from the same
state while he or she hag the written consent of that delegate;
howsver, no delegate may cast more than one vote on a question,
6. All members must wear the identification badge issued upon
registraiion in order to be admitied to the Convention hail.
Rule 3: Yoting Procedure and Motions

1. On all matters, except the election of Party Officers and at-
targe members of the Nutional Committee, and the nomination

6

of Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates, voting will be
by voice vote, 1f ten or more delegates obiect to the Chair'y rul-
ing on the cutcome of a volce vote, a roll call vote will be held.

2. The Chair may require any motion offered from the Conven-
ton Hoor to be in writing, signed by the mover and submilted
o the Secretary.

Rule 4: Polling Procedure

b The State Chair shall serve as chalr of his or her delegation,
unless that delegation selects another of its members to serve
as ils chair and so notifies the Secretary.

2. 1n cases where a roll call vote s reguired, polling shall be
by state. The Sceretary will ask for the vote from each state in
alphabetical order, and the chair of each delegation shall report
the vole for that state. The Conventlon seating will be by state
delegations. [F someone chatlenges the vote reported by any
stute’s chair, the Secretary shall poll the delegates from that state
mcividually,

Rule 5: Commitiee Procedures

LA majority vote of those Comimitiee memberg present is
necessary for a “do pass” recommendation, and in the case of
the Platform Commiditer, & majority must approve each specific
plank soparately,

2. Hour or more members of the Platform Committee may join
together 1o 1ssue a minority report regarding any plank reported
1o the floor of the Convention, Two or more members of the
Bylaws and Rules Committee or of the Credentials Committce
may join together to issue a minority report regarding thelr
business,

3. A member must be present in Committee 1o vole.

4, More than /2 of the membership of each committee shall
constitule a guoram.

Rule 6 Debating and Voting — Bylaws and Rules

The Chair of the Bylaws and Rules Committee shall report each
recommendation of the Committer to the Convention separate-
iy and ray explain the intent or purpose of the proposed amend-
ment{s). The Convention Chair shall open each recommenda-
tion o discussion and amendment from the floor, Bach recom-
mendation shall be considered and adopted separately, with a
maxinum of fen minutes discussion on any recommendation,
Debating and Voting — Platform

L. "The current Platiorm shall serve as the basls of all future plat
forms. Al Regular Conventions, the existing Platform may be
amended. Additional planks, or additions to planks, must be ap-
proved by 2/3 vote, A platform plank may be deleted by majori-
ty wole.

2. The Plattorm Coounittes shall wieet at least two months prior
1o the Convention o consider proposed amendments. After con-



d. voiding of National Committee decigions (Article 8,
Section 12},

e. challenges to platform planks (Rule 7, Section 7},

f. challenges to Resolutions (Rule 8, Section 2), and

g. suspension of Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates
(Article 12, Section 5).

3. Within 90 days following the Regular Convention at which
elected, the Judicial Committee shail establish Rules of Appellate
Procedure to govern its consideration of matters within the scope
of its jurisdiction. The Judicial Committee shall subimit the Rules
aof Appeliate Procedure to the National Comumittee for approval,
which approval shall be deemed given unless denied by a 2/3
vote of the National Commitiee within 60 days of submission.
A cony of the current Rufes of Appellate Procedure shall be
maintained by the Secretary at the Party headquarters and shall
be available to any member at cost.

Article 10 Finance and Accounting

1. The fiscal term of the Party shall begin on January | of each
year. From January | until the National Committee has approved
a budget, the Treasurer may authorize expenditures for any ftem
incorporated in the provious year's budget as long as the level
of expenditure is consistent with that budget.

2. The National Committee shall cause an efficient double-cntry
system of accounts to be installed and maintained.

3. All dishursements exceeding $20.00 shall be made solely by
check.

4, The National Committee shall have the power to designate
the depository of all funds of the Party, and shali appoint such
officers and employees as in ifs judgment may seem advisable
to deposit and withdraw funds.

5. The Party shall not borrow in excess of $2 006 total without
prior approval by 2/3 vote of the National Commitiee. This shall
not include current operating debt for trade payables.

Article 11: Conventions
L. Regular Conventions:

The Party shall hold a Regular Convention every odd-numbered
year, at a time and place selected by the National Commitiee,
Regular Conventians shall be held sometime during the period
Tuly through October. All business required to be conducted at
Regular Conventions shail be conducted at Regular Conventions
only.

2. Non-Repular Conventions:

Non-Regular Conventions may be held at the discretion of the
National Comunittee during even-numbercd years.
3. Delegates:
a. Delegates shall be required to be members of either the
Party or an affiliate party. At all Regular Conventions
delegates shall be those so accredited who have registered

at the Convention. At all Non-Regular Conventions, any
person who wishes to attend may do so,

b, Any federal or state law to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, delegates to a Regular Convention shail be selected
by a method adopted by each affiliate party; provided
however that only members of the Party as defined in these
Bylaws, or members of the affiliate party as defined in
the constitution or bylaws of such altiliate party, or those
who have made the certification required by Arficle 5 of
these Bylaws, shall be elipible to vote for the sclection of
detegates to a Regular Convention,

4, Affiliate Party Delegate Entitlements:

Fach affiliate party shall be entitled to send delegates to each
Regular Convention on the following basis:

a, four “basic” delegates fromi each affiliate parfy; plus

b. one additional delegate for each one quarter of one per-
cent {.25%) (rounded} of the total national membership
residing in that state, district or lerritory, as determined
by the Secretary as of the last day of February of the
Reguiar Convention year; plus

¢. one additional delegate for each one percent (1%) (round-
ed) of the total vote cast for President in that state or district
which way received by the Party’s most recent candidaie
for President.

5, Ex-Officio Delegates:

Tr addition, the following persons shall be ex-officio delegates,
awtomatically entitled 1o delegate status:
a. National Officers,
b, National Committee members or thelr alternates,
¢, all former Party nominees for the Presidency and Viee-
Presidency of the United States, and
d. each state governor, U.S. Representative and U.S, Senator
who is a Party member and not affiliated with any other

party.
6. Delegate Allocation:

Int order to be counted for defegate allocation, membership ap-
plications must be sent (o the National Headquariers by either
the individual member or the affiliate party and received or
postmarked no later than the last day of February of the Regular
Convention year, The Secretary shall make a count of the
members qualified under the requirements set forth here and
shall compute the delegate allocations for the affiliate parties.
Notification of the membership totals und allocation totals shall
be sent by the Secretary to the Chair of each affiliale party no
later than April | of the year of the Regular Convention.

A list of the names and addresses of all delegates and alternates
chosen by each aifiliate party shall be sent to the Secretary no
tater than one month prior to start of the first general session
of the Regular Convention. Amendments to such lists may be
made by the affiliate parties until the close of the Credentiais
Committee meeting preceding the Convention. The number of
alternates’ names submitted shall not exceed the greater of 50




9 Iiinois

W0 Wisconsin and Michizan

i Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky

12 Arkansas, Alsbama, Mississippl, Louisiana and
Tennessce

13 Texas

14 New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware

15 West Virginia, Maryland and District of
{Columbia

{6 New York

7 Malne, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut

I8 North Carclina, South Caroling and Virginia

19 Georgia, Florida and U3, terriiories and posses-
sions in the Caribbesn

3. "The National Commitiee shall take office inunediately upon
the close of the Regular Convention at which they are selected,

and serve until the final adjournment of the next Regular
Convention.

4, A National Conmmnittee mmember shall be a member of the Par
ty, and shail not be the candidate of any party except the Party
or an affiliale,

5, The National Commitiee may, for cause, suspend any member-
at-farge by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National Commitiee, The
suspended member-at-large may challenge the suspension by an
appeal in writing to the Judiclal Committee within seven days
of receipt of notice of suspension, Failure (o appeal within seven
days shall confiom the suspension and bar any later challenge
ar appeal.

The Judicial Commitize shall set a date for hearing (he appeal
hetween 20 and 40 days of recelpt of the appeal and shall notify
all interested persons, which persons shall have the right o ap-
pear and present evidence and argument. At the hearing the
burden of persuasion shall rest upon the appellant, The Iuclicial
Commiitee shall either affirm the National Conuittee’s suspen-
siohn of the member-st-large or order refnstaterient of the
member-at-large within 30 days of the hearing. Fallure of the
Judicial Commitiee 1o rule within 30 days shall constitute an
atfirmation of the National Committee’s suspension of the
member-at-large. Al such tlme as the sugpension is final, the
office in question shall be deemed vacant,

6. The National Commitiee shall appoint new officers and
members-al-farge if vacancies oceur, such officers and members-
at-targe (o complete the term of the office vacated,

7. A National Committee Reglonal Representative may be removed
and replaced only by the act of the affiliate parties which con-
stitute the subjeel region. The voting procedure for the removal
and replacement of regional representatives shall be determined
by the regions. In the absence of any such procedurss, a ma-
jority vote of the state chairs shall prevail.

& The Naliopal Commitiee shall have control and management
of ail the affairs, properties and funds of the Pariy consistent

with these Bylaws. The National Committee shall adopt rules
of procedure for the conduct of its mectings and the carrying
out of ity duties and responsibilities. The National Conunittee
may delegate its authority in any manner it deems necessary.

Y. The National Committee shall meet at such times and places
as may be determined by

--------- aciion of the Committes,

------- all of the Chair, or

- writien request of 13 or more of Hs members.

A written notice of the time and place of all meetings shall be
mailed to each member of the Commitiee not less than 30 days
prior (o said meeting,

10 The National Committes may, without meeting together, trans-
act business by mail. The Secretary shall send nut mail ballots
on any question submitled by the Chuir or by at least 1/5 of the
members of the Committee. Fifteen davs shall be aliopwed for
the return of the votes cast, by mail, to the Secretary during the
period between & Regular Convention and the next general elec-
fion, and 30 days shall be allowed at all other times, If, at the
expiration of the applicable period, & quorum of the Committee
have not returned their votes, the measure being voted upon shall
be deemed 1o have faited; in all other cases, a majority of the
votes returncd shall carry the weasure, except where a higher
voie is required by the Bylaws. The Sceretary shall preserve all
such voies until the next meeting of the National Commitiee,
at which mecting the Commitice shall order the dispesition of
such votes,

A magority of the mombership of the National Committes
shail constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at all
meetings.

12, Upon appeal by 5% of the Party members, the Judicial Com-
mittee shall consider the question of whether or not a decision
of the Natfional Commitice contravenes specificd scetions of the
Bylaws, If the decision is vetoed by the Judicial Commitiee, i
shall be declared null and vold.

Article 9: Judicial Commitipe

L. The judicial Committee shall be composed of {ive Party
members elected at each Regular Convention, and any three
members shall constitute a guoram, No member of the National
Commiltee may be a member of the Judicial Commitiee, The
members of the Judicial Committee shall select the Chair of the
Judicial Committes, The Judicial Commitice shaill take office
immediately upon the close of the Regular Convention at which
elected and shall serve until the final adjournment of the next
Regular Convention,

2. The subject matter jurisdiction of the Judicial Committee i3
Himited to consideration of only those matlers expressly iden-
titied as follows:
a. suspension of affiliate partles (Article 6, Section 3),
b, suspension of officers {Article 7, Section %),
c. suspension of National Commitice members-at-large
{Article B, Section 53,



RECRUITING CONTEST
FIRST PRIZE $100

If the Libertarian Party is to have any significant effect on the
course of events in 1972, it must have enocugh members to conduct
effective campaigns, and to command some respect from candidates

of other parties whose stands on key issues might be swayed., For this
reason, the national office of the Libertarian Party is conducting

a membership recruiting contest.

The rules are simple. The LP member who recruits the greatest number

of additional members between January 1, 1972 and April 30, 1972 will
receive an award of $100, to be applied towards convention expenses;

the award will be presented at the Party's national convention, in June.

Second prizes of $50, and third prizes of free convention registration
(value, $25) will also be presented., Depending on how things go, fourth
prizes of some sgort may also be awarded.

Since all memberships are not of equal value, points in the contest
will be given on the following basist: Student Memberships, 1 point;
Regular Memberships, 2 points; Sustaining Memberships, 3 points; Life
Memberships, 25 pointsi Life Sustaining Memberships, 50 points.

All Party members except the national officers are eligible to compete,
but you may not count your own membership towards your point total.

To receive credit for new memberships, the members you recruit must
name you as the person who caused them to join the Party, in the space
provided on the Membership Application —-- so be sure to tell people
whom you recruit to do this.

The first prize of {100 towards convention expenses will be awarded
to only one individual, who must earn a minimum of 100 pointsg in the
contest.

Second prizes (350 towards convention expenses) will be awarded to

all Party members who earn 50 points or more. Third prizes (free
registration) will be awarded to all members who earn 25 points or more.
No member may receive more than one prize, however; i.e. someone who
earns 50 points receives only a second prize, not a second and third.

To give everyone some help in recruiting members, the national office
will provide any member who wishes with as many Membership Applications
as he or she can reasonably use, free of charge. In addition, copies

of the enclosed ad preprint may be obtained for 2¢ each, after you have
used up the 10 free copies included in this mailing. Copies of the
platform are available, at 4/$1, 10/$2, 25/%4, 50/%$7, and 100/$12. Use
the enclosed form to order material,

RECRUITING TIPS

The enclosed ad preprints should not be handed out on a willy-nilly
basis. Give or mail them to ten people whom you know to be good prospects
for recruitment. If you are mailing them, enclose a personal letter
encouraging the recipient to join, and telling him to cite you as his
source of information about the party.

(over)




Write or stamp your name on the preprints, to give people someone
to contact locally, if you do any mass distribution. If you're

going to distribute more than 250, stamp or type your name on one
of the enclosed copies, and have your local printer reproduce it;
this is faster and cheaper than ordering from the national office.

If you can get the ad placed in any publications, this is a good
way to reach people -- especially if you can do so without cost.
Add or substitute your own name and address before doing so, however.

If you are a student, place copies on bulletin boards and on other
suitable places around the school; again, add your own name and
address or phone number.

If you can, arrange to speak to local taxpayers groups, and/or
civic organizations, about the Libertarian Party. Have sufficient
copies of the platform on hand to give out copies to tliose who show
interest. Try to get local businessmen to sponsor placements of the
ad in the local papers, if you can't get a freebie placement,

If you are a student, organize an LP chapter on your campus; get
your school paper to run the ad, and/or news stories.

Seek out the local or state representatives of the following
organizations, and try to get an invitation to speak before them,
If you don't know who to contact, write the national headquarters
of each, and ask for the name of the contact in your area. Do not
say why you want the name, when you write. Have copies of The
platform when you make your presentation -- and use common sense
regarding which points in the platform to stress in making your
presentation,

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 395 Concord Avenue, Belmont, Massachusetts 02178

LIBERTY AMENDMENT COMMITTER, 6413 Franklin Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90028
SOCIETY FOR INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, 304 Empire Bldg., Philadelphia, PA 19&07
YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM, 1221 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20005

When you write, ask for information on the organization, so as to
have a good idea of what points to stress in your talk.

And don't forget local Republican and Democratic organizations —-—
especially YRs and YDs. They won't let you make a presentation, but
you might attend a couple of meetings, and then approach those members
who seem disaffected with their current party, and inclined towards

a libertarian point of view.

Above all, when making presentations, keep your cool, and dont't
get inbo heated arguments. Try to avoid becoming stereotyped as
Nleftist" or '"rightist." And do not use the word anarchist. Also
avoid the words communist and fascist, unless vou'lre talking about
someone generally regarded as being in one of those categories.



NEWS RELEASE TIPS

One of our main purposes is that of getting publicity for 1iberta?ian %deas.
Thus, it is most important to be as cffective as possible in dealing with
the communications media. Like anyone else, reporters and editors appre-
ciate courtesy and co-operation; the easier we make their job, the better
theyt!ll treat us. Here are some pointers on media relations, gleaned from
a nuwnber of years! experiencej if you adhere to them, you'll have little
trouble in getting copious and fairly unbiased coverage.

1. Do not badger the media unnecessarily; send out news releases and/or
hold news conferences only when you have something newsworthy to reveal--
e.g. when you're announcing the formation of the Libertarian Party in your
state or city, a candidacy, or a convention.

2. Prepare all news releases as neatly as possible; typographical errors
and sloppy reproduction turn people off. Make sure the release covers the
who, what, when, where and why of whatever you're announcing, in the first
few sentences. Use understandable grammar and simple language--don't con-~
fuse the public with tmovement! jargon. A headline covering the key points
is also advisable (e.g. "John Galt to Seek Senate Seat'). Some guidelines
to follow in preparing the release are: a) Use a typewriter set on double
or triple spacingj b) Use 8% x 11 white paper--one side only; ¢) Number
all pages and type "MORE" at the bottom of each page to be continued. Re-
member, in using the standard format, you will be making the media's job
easier.

3.. Keep your release briefl (under 500 words), but enclose relevant backup
data {platform, photos, campaign literature, etc.). DBe sure photos are
captioned,.

4. Get your news release out about five days before you want your story to
break (ten days for weekly newspapers), and mark it "For Release on such-
and-such day.! Be sure your name and phone number are given on the first
page of the release; reporters like to verify stories, and get background
data, before they publish an item. If possible, present your release in
person. Getting to know the people who work in the newsrooms can be invalu-
able. If you mail the releases, be sure to mark the envelope "CITY DESK"
for papers and "NEWSROOM" for TV and radio stations.

5. If youlre having a news conference, schedule it for a weekday afternoon,
around 1:30 to 2:30 pm, if possible; avoid Fridays and weekends. DBest loca-
tion is a well-known downtown hotel; you can get a nice news conference room
for less than $20.. Reserve the room before you announce your conference.

6. On the morning of the day of the conference, phone all the people you
sent news releases, to remind them of the conference.

7. Start the conference on time; most reporters are on a tight schedule.
And keep it brief; 15 minutes for your announcement and 45 minutes for
questions and answers. When your hour is up, thank everyone for coming;
this is their signal that the conference is over. If a reporter wants more
information, he'll stay on afterwards. :

8, Have plenty of copies of your news release, speeches, platform, etc.,
on hand.

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE




9« Do not lose your temper, or say things which can easily be misinter-

preted or distorted.
equally.

When criticizing the GOP and the Democrats, hit both
Avoid name-calling and wild chargeg,

10. When answering questions, ask the inquirer to identify himself; this
lets you know which papers and stations to watch Ffor coverage.,

You have some news, you've scheduled a conference and preparod your written

. material--now, who do you tell?

The national wire services

Local daily papers

Local weekly papers .

Local bureaus of the national press
(The New York Times, Washington
Post, Chicago Tribine, etc,)

Area college and university press

Below

is a check list of media to contact:

Local and national business press
(Dow Jones Publications, etc,)

Local TV stations (if your news
is of national import, they will
supply clips to the national
networks )

Local radio stations

And finally, don't forget the possibilities of the interview and talk shows

oir local TV and radio.
about your activities.

Investigate these and keep the shows! hosts informed

editorial-

Among many who consider the principles of a free
society suited for human beings, involvement in
contemporary politics has become distasteful. This is
not surprising. 1t is very difficult to telf whether
there is anything that one can do to make a
difference through politics. A friend of mine who
heads an economics department has discovered that,
in terms of time allocation, there are hardly any
people around who could gain by political involve-
ment, especially among the professionally active
population.

Yet the problem arises that if those who do the
producing in the country do not involve themselves
in politics, the field will be left entirely to those who
have nothing to gain by advancing the principles of a
free, capitalist society. Clearly, the non-productive
citizen has little to gain, as a non-producer, from
what capitalism enables him to do.

While there is no general recommendation as to what
specific actions people ought to undertake in order
to secure for themselves a better political environ-
ment, it is clear that complete withdrawal from the
political arean can only mean an acceleration toward

tibor machan

the controlied economy and fascism—American
style,

It may not be possible for productive citizens to
devote much time to marches and other forms of
“protest politics”~that is a luxury which only the
dependents of the welfare state can afford—yet it is
only reasonable that every producer consider the
issue of political activism carefully, By doing so, |
befieve he will discover that within his own
life-context there are some things he can do to hold
the line on the massive advancement this country is
making toward totalitarianism.

So while | do not presume to be able to make
specific recornmendations, | would insist that all
rational people owe it to themselves to investigate
what avenues are open toward keeping their freedom
at least a little longer, if not actually advancing it
beyond its present miniscuie status. Hopefully, those
of us who have attempted to identify the positive
steps in behalf of human liberty will manage to pick
up on our pace in the meanwhile and bring the state
of politics in this society to a level where liberty will
once again go on an upward swing. Hopefully. @

Reprinted, with permission, from the January 1972 issue of Reason (PO Box

6151, Santa Barbara, California

93111; $7.50/year).
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Government subsidized Viagra program
is “sex welfare” — and should be cut off

“Uncle Sam shouldn't play cupid with our money,” says Libertarian Party

WASHINGTON, DC — There is no Constitutional right to sex— so the government
shouldn’t spend millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money to provide Viagra pills to
Medicaid recipients and federal employees, says the Libertarian Party.

“Politicians are making whoopee with taxpayers’ money,” charged Ron Crickenberger,
the party’s national director. “When the Founding Fathers guaranteed the right to pursue
happiness, this is nof what they meant.”

At least 10 states have decided to supply Viagra, the new wonder drug for impotence,
to Medicaid recipients. In addition, the federal health insurance program — which covers
millions of federal employees, including Congressmen — will subsidize the popular, $10-
a-pop pill. .

“Politicians are insatiable: They can’t say no to any excuse to spend
more of our money,” said Crickenberger. “They’ve managed to turn sex
into another government entitlement program.”

Since the FDA approved Viagra in March, the blue, diamond-shaped pill from Pfizer,
Inc, has turned into a runaway hit. Inresponse, Arkansas, Alabama, Florida, Louisiana,
Maryland, Montana, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, and West Virginia furnished the drug to
Medicaid recipients at taxpayer expense, arguing that it was a medical necessity.

What will this sex subsidy for would-be Casanovas cost? Louisiana has already
shelted out $23,000 for Viagra — and the cost to taxpayers nationwide could run into the
tens of millions of dollars. And that’s why Libertarians say that the politicians and
bureaucrats who approved this program need a dose of enforced fiscal abstinence.

“Handing out subsidized Viagra is sex welfare — and the politicians who approved this
had better realize that taxpayers won't respect them in the morning,” said Crickenberger.

Instead of the government paying for Viagra, the individuals who want
to use the drug should buy it themselves, he said.

“The free market created this drug; the free market will supply it to anyone willing to
pay for it. Uncle Sam doesn’t have to play Cupid with our money.”

But until that happens, Crickenberger said he has only one wish: “We need a political
Lorena Bobbit in Washington DC who isn’t afraid to take a boondoggle program like
government-subsidized Viagra — and cut it off completely.”

# # #
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THE BOOMERANG EFFECT

WHY GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS SO OFTEN ACHIEVE
THE OPPOSITE OF THEIR INTENDED RESULTS

BY DAVID BERGLAND (685 WORDS)

In 1964, Congress passed a law designating white men as an “oppressed minority” who
qualify for preferential government contracts.

In 1990, Congress passed a law to increase unemployment among disabled people.

And in 1992, Congress passed a law to persuade more illegal immigrants to stay in the
United States, instead of returning to Mexico.

Never heard of those laws? :

Sure you did: The law that made white men an “oppressed minority” was the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 — which would, we were told, protect blacks from discrimination.

The law that forced disabled people into the unemployment lines was the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA) — which was supposed to make it easier for the handicapped to
find work.

And the law that increased illegal immigration was the much-touted “reform” of the
Immigration & Naturalization Service — which, it was promised, would reduce the flow of
illegal immigrants.

In each case, however, the law accomplished the exact opposite of what politicians
promised. Need proof? Here are some examples of what we’ll call the “Boomerang Effect” in
action:

B After President Bush signed the ADA in 1990, the unemployment rate for disabled
men actually increased, going from 67% in 1991 to 69% four years later, according to Murray
Weidenbaum of the Center for the Study of American Business. The main reason? Some
employers avoided hiring workers with disabilities because they feared being hit with
complicated ADA-related lawsuits, he theorized.

As Kathi Wolfe, a visually disabled writer, noted: “I’m concerned that abuse of the
[ADA] law is hurting people like me. A large number of frivolous complaints brought under the
ADA in recent years has contributed to the widespread impression that hiring disabled people is
an invitation to trouble.”

—MORE —




B The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is now being used to provide racial preferences for
whites. In The End of Sanity, Martin Gross documents the case of Arnold O’Donnell, a white
partner in a Washington, DC contracting company, who argued that in predominantly Black
Washington, a Caucasian was an “oppressed minority.” So, he demanded to be included in the
Small Business Administration’s minority preference program. The SBA laughed at O’Donnell
— until an agency administrative judge ruled in his favor.

M In 1992, politicians tripled the INS’s budget and doubled the number of border patrol
agents to try to curb illegal immigration. But the number of illegal residents skyrocketed instead,
say immigration experts, from 3 million in 1986 to 5 million today. Why? Apparently stricter
controls simply encouraged illegals to stay here permanently once they arrive, instead of working
for a short period and then returning home.

What explains why government programs so often achieve the exact opposite of what
was intended?

The answer is that supporters of new laws fall victim to the “Dictator Syndrome”— the
mistaken belief that a law they support will accomplish its intended purpose, as though they were
dictators with unlimited power to simply decree an intended result.

But it doesn’t work that way. To pass a law, you need allies (each with their own
agendas); legislators to write the law (each with their own ideas); bureaucrats to administer it
(each with their own goals); and judges to resolve disputes about it (each with their own
interpretations).

The result? By the time your program has run this gauntlet, it will be far bigger, far more
expensive, and far more distorted than you had imagined. In fact, your program may end up
accomplishing the opposite of what you had intended.

Given this track record of failure, what can be done to fix government programs that
produce the opposite of what was intended?

The Greek philosopher Hippocrates once wrote: “Opposites are cures for opposites.”

He’s right. So the next time politicians promise that one more law, one more government
agency, or one more federal mandate will solve some social problem, don’t believe them.
Instead, insist that they repeal a law, abolish an agency, or revoke a federal mandate.

After all, if we stop trying to use the government to do “good,” maybe we can stop it
from doing so much that is bad. That would be a “boomerang effect” we could all live with.

David Bergland is national chair of the Washington, DC-based Libertarian Party.

# # #

NOTE: A photograph of Mr. Bergland, an electronic version of this essay,
and exclusive regional reprint rights are available. Call Press Secretary
George Getz at (202) 333-0008 Ext. 222 for more information.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 4, 1999

Libertarians Urge: Pull the plug on
silly Alabama law that bans vibrators

Should politicians decide what orgasms are “government approved”?
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WASHINGTON, DC — A judge should strike down an Alabama law that bans the sale
of vibrators and other sex toys, the Libertarian Party said today — because America
doesn’t need politicians deciding “which kinds of orgasms are government approved.”

“This law is giving us bad vibrations,” said Bill Winter, the party’s director of
communications. “The fact is, the government has no business interfering in any private,
consensual sexual activity between one person.”

What’s the buzz here? A court in Alabama is currently weighing the constitutionality
of a state law that prohibits the sale of sex toys — and makes the “crime” punishable by a
$10,000 fine and one year of hard labor.

A lawsuit to overturn it was filed by a group of women, including the owner of an
“adult” shop, a saleswoman for the Saucy Ladies line of sexual novelties, and a “Jane Doe,”
who said she uses a doctor-recommmended vibrator to overcome sexual dysfunction.

A hearing was held in mid-February, and the judge could issue a ruling any day now.

Libertarians say their advice to the judge is clear: It’s time to
give a “Big No” to politicians who try to regulate the “Big 0.”

“Call off the vibrator police,” urged Winter. “If there is any area of life that should be
strictly off-limits to politicians, it should be people’s bedrooms. Quite simply, there is no
excuse for these kinds of invasive, offensive, puritanical laws.”

So why was this law passed? In court, lawyers for Alabama argued that legislators
passed it, in essence, because they could. There is no constitutional right “to purchase a
product to use in pursuit of having an orgasm,” claimed Attorney General Bill Pryor.

And that’s the real problem this law illustrates, said Winter: There is absolutely no
limit to what areas of your life legislators can meddle with.

“T'rom the size of your toilet bowl to what videos you can rent; from the hours your store
can be open to what kind of sex toys you can purchase — politicians think they should be
able to regulate, ban, prohibit, tax, or subsidize every part of your life,” he noted.

On the other hand, Winter said there is one aspect of the sex toy law that even
Libertarians can appreciate. The exact language of the bill, he noted, prohibits “any device
designed or marketed as useful primarily for the stimulation of human genital organs.”

That means, said Winter, “Depending on how strictly you interpret the law, it could
make Bill Clinton illegal in Alabama.”

# # #
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 10, 1999

Libertarians: “Know Your Customer”
IS wounded — hut is it really dead?

Controversial bank-spying law generates 250,000 outraged complaints

WASHINGTON, DC — A regulation that would have required banks to spy on their
customers for the federal government appears to have been squashed — for the time being,
anyway — thanks in large part to the efforts of the Libertarian Party.

“We have won the first round of the battle against the Know Your Customer

regulation,” said Steve Dasbach, the party’s national director. “But the fight against this
dangerous proposal may not be over yet.”

On Monday, the head of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation announced that -
“the public has spoken very loudly and clearly.” Chairwoman Donna Tanoue said she will
urge the FDIC’s board to drop the controversial rule at their next meeting on March 23.

The Know Your Customer regulation would have required banks to
determine where customers get their money, monitor bank transactions,
and report any “unusual activity” to federal law enforcement agencies.

The FDIC backed away from the rule after being hammered by up to 253,000 letters,
e-mail messages, and faxes during its public comment period, which ended on March 8. Of
those, 171,268 were generated by the Libertarian Party’s DefendYourPrivacy.com website.

Online since February 17, the site générated 8,563 signatures a day on an electronic
petition against the regulation — or 67.7% of all the comments received by the FDIC.

“The success of our DefendYourPrivacy.com website shows that the computer mouse is
mightier than the musket, and that the World Wide Web is the political organizing tool of
the 21st Century,” said Dasbach. “It also shows that cybercitizens, when given information
about threats to their privacy, will make their voices heard.”

However, only two of the four agencies that originally sponsored Know Your Customer
have said the regulation should be scrapped. While both the FDIC and the Comptroller of

the Currency have spoken against the regulation, neither the Office of Thrift Supervision
nor the Federal Reserve has taken a public position.

In addition, an FDIC spokesman had stated previously that the agency might withdraw
the regulation, but implement Know Your Customer-style requirements as a “policy.”

That’s why it's too soon to claim the rule is DOA, said Dasbach: “Know Your Customer
is wounded, but it isnt dead yet. Even if they decide to kill it — which hasn’t happened yet
— the same bureaucrats who first proposed this dangerous regulation could quietly bring it
back after the public outery has subsided. Libertarians will stay vigilant.”

# # #
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 17, 1999

No bathroom joke: South Carolina
may make selling urine a felony

New bill would make buying and selling urine punishable by five years in jail

WASHINGTON, DC — A proposed law in South Carolina that would make it a crime

to buy or sell human urine — that’s right, urine — shows just how ridiculous the War on
Drugs has become, the Libertarian Party said today.

“Politicians have finally figured out the #1 problem in the country: The, ahem, yellow

market in illegal urine,” said the party’s director of communications, Bill Winter. “Are they
worried about crime control or bladder control?”

The bill, introduced by State Senator David Thomas (R-Greenville), makes it a felony
punishable by five years in jail to buy or sell urine “with intent to defraud a drug screening
test.” Thomas said the bill is necessary because “the safety of the public is at stake here.”

Winter, however, suggested that “the sanity of the politicians” is at stake here.

“Just when you think the politicians can’t get any more foolish,
they launch a War on Urine,” he said. “With silly proposals like
this, states are definitely the lavatories of democracy.”

But bathroom humor aside, Winter said the bill demonstrates a serious point: That
every government program or law requires another program or law to make it work. And
eventually, when that follow-up program or law doesn’t work either, the politicians will
expand it further — adding more rules, more penalties, and so on, ad absurdum.

“For example, who would have guessed that the War on Drugs would
lead to the War on Urine?” asked Winter. “But it makes logical sense . . .

“First, the government makes drugs against the law. But, unlike with crimes of
violence, drug use is a consensual crime — so there is no victim to file a complaint with the
police. So how does the government catch these so-called criminals?

“Tt’s easy: The government starts mandating more drug tests to trap the offenders. But
people quickly figure out ways to get around drug tests, and businesses quickly crop up to
cater to them. What happens next? The same thing that always happens: Politicians
propose still more, increasingly invasive, laws. And so the cycle continues.”

That’s why the urine law — as silly as it sounds — is a serious issue, said Winter.

“It’s easy to make jokes about this, but the only ones laughing are politicians, who are
busy figuring out how to post a cop at every urinal to flush away more of our liberties,” he
said. “By every measure, this bill fails the urine test — and should be rejected.”

# # #
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 12, 1999

Janet Reno’s DNA database proposal
IS scary news for innocent Americans

6,000,000 innocent people could have DNA collected each year

WASHINGTON, DC — A new federal proposal to collect DNA samples from everyone
arrested for any crime is a dangerous expansion of government power that blurs the
distinction between the innocent and the guilty, the Libertarian Party warned today.

“This proposal would turn America into a nation of suspects,” charged David Bergland,
the party’s national chairman. “Every year, it would subject as many as 6 million legally
innocent people to an invasive, unconstitutional search. And it creates the specter of a
Brave New World-style DNA database that would allow the government to keep track of -
your most personal genetic information.”

Last week, Attorney General Janet Reno ordered a federal commission to study the
legality of collecting DNA samples from every one of the estimated 15.3 million Americans -
who are arrested annually for any misdemeanor or felony.

The government already maintains a DNA database of some violent criminals, but this
new proposal represents the first time the federal government has sought the power to
collect genetic material from people never convicted of any crime. Similar programs are
also moving forward in Louisiana, North Carolina, and New York City.

But Libertarians say such proposals — whether at the state or
federal level — are unnecessary, unconstitutional, and unfair.

“People who have neither been charged with nor convicted of any crime should have the
same rights as any other American — including the right not to have their genetic
information included in some high-tech government database,” said Bergland.

“The fact is, out of the 15.3 million people arrested every year, only an estimated 61%
are convicted of a crime. This means that 6,000,000 legally innocent people could be treated
the same way we now treat murderers, rapists, and child molesters. That’s wrong.”

Ironically, the proposal comes after the FBI demonstrated that it is unable to keep
track of the DNA of criminals who have actually been convicted of violent crimes, he noted.
The current national DNA database now contains 38,000 criminal genetic profiles — but
another 350,000 to 400,000 samples are backlogged, waiting to be analyzed.

“If the government is really interested in keeping Americans safe, perhaps
the FBI should concentrate on keeping track of the evidence it has collected
from guilty murderers, rapists, and child molesters — instead of trying to
seize DNA samples from millions of innocent people,” said Bergland.

# # #
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Libertarian Party

Background Information

CAPSULE SUMMARY

The Libertarian Party, planning soon to become the
third major political party in the United States, was
founded in Colorado in 1971, It was created as a vehicie
for those who believe in the inviolability of both civil and
economic liberty for all individuals. LP members believe
the time is tactically ripe for a new party to enter the po-
litical arena to denounce invasions of these liberties by
government at all levels.

The LP ran Dr. John Hospers for President and Ms,
Tonie Nathan for Vice President in 1972 and found iis
first official recognition when each received an electoral
vote from a Republican elector who bolted the Nixon
camp. The electoral vote for Ms. Nathan was the first ever
cast for a woman in the history of the United States.

The Party now has affiliated organizations in each state
and ran dozens of candidates for federal, state and local
office In 1974 and 1975. Its Presidential ticket of Roger L.
MacBride and David P. Bergland is expected to be on the
ballot in most states in 1976. The Libertarian Party an-
ticipates fulfilling the growing public demand for a new
direction in American politics.

PHILOSOPHY

By contemporary labels, the Libertarian party is neither
feft nor right wing. It bases its political position on one
simple premise: that each individual has the absolute right
to exercise sole dominion over his or her own life, liberty
and property so long as he or she also respects the equal
right of all others to live their lives by the same principle.
Applications of this principle are exemplified throughout
the LP’s piatform which contains planks opposing censor-
ship, the draft and victimless crime laws while supporting
property rights, free trade and a sharp reduction in taxa-
tion. The Party also advocates a strictly non-intervention-
ist foreign potlicy.

Thus, libertarlans are the only consistent defenders of
individual rights, often siding with liberats in the area of
civil liberties, and with conservatives in the area of ec-
ohomlc liberties—but without the contradictions to be
found in each. Both liberals and conservatives—bDemo-
crats and Republicans—endorse some forms of govern-
ment intervention into peaceful human activity, The liber-
tarian vision extends to a time when individuals will be left
free to pursue their own ends and to live in a community
where they may cooperate and trade with others as sov-
ereign equals.

The following graph illustrates the uniqueness of liber-
tarianism in relation to existing political alternatives:
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This visual representation points out the meaninglessness
of the contemporary “left-right” political spectrum. It pro-
vides a simple bui useful description of the desire of
modern-day “liberals” to limit human liberty in the ec-
onomic sphere and of “conservatives” to limit civil liber-
ties. Libertarians, to the contrary, support both personal
and economic freedom, believing that one is not possible
without the other. To Hbertarians the opposite poles in
politics are complete human liberty and the totalitartanism
of fascism and communism, :

HISTORY

Though the libertarian philosophy can trace its histor-
ical antecedents as far back as the classical liberalism
and radicalism of the American Revolution, libertarianism
as a modern movement-—or at least as a movement con-
scious of itself as such—is perhaps only ten years old. In
the mid-sixties, there were a number of campus-based
libertarian organizations stretching from Berksley to
Columbia, and libertarians formed influential minority fac-
tions in both the Students for a Democratic Society and
the Young Americans for Freedom.

Plans for a libertarian party were first formally launched
at a meeting held in Westminster, Colorado in the home of
David and Susan Nolan in July of 1971, During that sum-
mer and fall, the original planning group contacted other
libertarian activisis throughout the country. Though some




argued that a libertarian society could not be brought
about by participation in electoral politics, most libertari-
ans saw the party both as a long-range educational ool
and as an instrument to start immediately a “Fabian"” pro-
gram to dismantie governmental programs and controls.
Thus, on December 11, 1971, the decision to launch the
new party was made.

The Libertarian Party’s public debut was on January 31,
1972, by which time it had grown to about 250 members. At
its first national convention in June of that year, member-
ship had already risen to nearly 1,000, At this first conven-
tion, bringing together approximately 100 new members
in Denver, Dr. John Hospers and Ms. Tonie Nathan were
nominated for President and Vice President, Dr. Hospers
is a professor of philesophy at the University of Southern
Califernia and a respected author of books on philosophy
and politics. Ms, Nathan is a business woman from Eu-
gene, Oregon,

Due to its late start, the Libertarian Parly was able to
get its national ticket on the ballot only in Washingion and
Colorado in 1972, Nonetheless, Hospers and Nathan criss-
crossed the country for four months, espousing the liber-
tarian philosophy and finding an encouraging recepticon
for their ideas wherever they traveled. In addition, nearly
a dozen other candidates ran for state and local office
under the LP banner that first year. The Libertarian Party
received news covérage in virtuaily every major news-
paper in the country as well as on the three lelevision net-
works, By election day, 1972, the Libertarian Party could
boast nearly 2,000 financial supporters nationaily, The LP
finished third in the Elsctoral College when a Republican
elector refused to vole for Nixon-Agnew; instead casting
his votes for Hospers-Nathan, Ms. Nathan thereby became
the first woman in American history to receive an Elec-
toral vote.

in 1973 the party continued to grow, spurred on by the
nationally covered New York mayoralty race, in which the
L.P was represented by Ms. Francine Youngstein. Ms.
Youngstein, the first woman candidate for mayor sver fo
be on the ballot in New York, cutpolied all minor party
candidates combined, During this year media interest in
the LP increased sharply and the Party's Hinancial and ad-
ministrative support began to coalesce,

The election year of 1974 witnessed an acceleration of
Libertarian Party organizational activilies around the
country. Alffillated state parties numbered 41 by election
day and the LP ran dozens of candidates across the coun-
try. In Ohio, businesswoman and iibertarian Kathleen
Harroff placed third in the U.8. Senate race, garnering
about 80,000 votes. Other successfui races included the
over 200,000 votes received in California by a libertarian
running for state Superintendant of Public instruction and
Jarome Tuccille’s race for Govermnor n New York which,
along with the LP, was the subiect of a full page article in
Newsweek.

The Libertarian Party held its 1975 national convention
in New York City and there nominated Roger L. MacBride,
a Virginia fawyer and television producer (“Liitie House on
the Prairie”) as its. candidate for President. MacBride is a
former Vermont siate legisiator and was the elector from
Virginia whe voted for the Libertarian Party candidates in
1972, His running mate Is David P. Bergland, a Catifornia
attornay and law professor. The Libertarian Party conven-
tion received national network television and radic cover-
age as well as articles by several syndicated columnists
and the major wire services, in 1975 the Party ioined Sena-
tor James Buckisy and former Senator Eugene McCarthy
in a suit challenging the constitutionality of the Federal
Election Campaign Act. The FECA tramples First Amend-

ment rights to free expression and discriminates against
new parties. By the end of the year the LP was organized
In each of the 50 states and the Disirict of Columbia.

Indicative of the emergence of the Libertarian party as a

major force in the political arena are the following:

“For the overtaxed, overreguiate, overburdened and un-
derpowered millions of the American middle ciass, Liber-
tarians are the only pecple worth voting for.”

—-Micholas von Hoffman

"Libertarianism has surfaced In this election vear as an
ideology maiched to the mood of many disgruniled Ameri-
cans. The Party's slogan ‘Legalize Fraedomy’, gives liber-
tarians a unique appeal on bolh the right and the efl”

—MNewsweek

“What Libertarians have in common—both from the Left
and the Right—is a basic belisf in individual freedom,
limited government and = siress on voluntarism.”

—Christian Science Monitor

“The Liberiarlan Parly continues lo attract persons who
see no fulure in the present trend of bigger government
controlling bigger portlens of individual lives.”

—GCopley News Service

"If ‘get the governmenl off my back’ is anywhere near
as deep or as wide a sentiment as Republicans, Democrals
or polisters say it is, Roger L. MacBride may be sitting
pretiy.”

~—~Gannett News Service

Further evidence of the growing acceptance of the
libertarian philosophy was the recent awarding of the
Nobet Prize in Economics to libertarian Friedrich A. von
Hayek and the 1975 National Book Award in Philosophy
to LP member Robert Nozick of Harvard University,

THE FUTURE

White the progress of the Libertarian Party to date has
been just short of phenomenal, its future looks even
brighier. Public disillusionment with both the Democratic
and Republican parties has been growing for years and
was only accelerated, not initiated, by the Watergate
revaiations. This phenomenon has dovetailed weli with
the soild structuring of a Libertarian party organization
throughout the United States.

The state and county LP organizations form a working
superstructure capable of absorbing and effectively di-
recting the political energies of those millions of Ameri-
cans who desire nothing more from government than the
protection of their rlght to live their lives as they choose.
Mcre and more individuals are recognizing that govern-
ment is the cause of most social ills and that a vastly
reduced bureaucracy is urgently nesded if the United
Siates is to become a freer and more peaceful nation.

Results of recent elections indicate that in #ts brief his-
tory the Libertarian Party has already gained sufficient
momentium to outpoli the Pecples Party (Peacs and Free-
dom) and American Party in the 1876 Presldential elen-
tion. The LP expects to be cn the ballot in at least 31
states and will challenge election laws in other siates
which deny Americans the opportunity 1o vote for an al-
ternative o the crumbling Democratic-Republican power
struciure, There exists a strong possibility that the Liber-
tarian Party wiil have a direct impact on the ouicome of
the 1976 Presidantial election. By 1980 the LP believes it
could welt be in a position to elect the first libertarian
President in the United Staies since Thomas Jefierson.

As the bicentennial anniversary of the Amertican Revolu-
tion approaches, the Libertarian Party is determined to
revive the libertarian goals of 1776-—minimal government
and maximum individual iiberty,

LIBERTARIAN PARTY
National Headquarters
1516 P Street, N\W.
Washington, B.C, 20005
(202) 232-2003



A Short History of
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The Libertarian Party is, by most ob;ectwe standards, the most activé and successfu! third party in the Uriited States of
America -— running more candidates, electing more peop!e to public office, and winning more votes at the local, state and fed-
eral lavel than any other new political party. ‘The party,Is organized and active in all 50 states. :

. Libertarians seek a return to the basic principles that made America great. We defend America's traditional civil liber-
ties and personal freedoms as the foundation of a tolerant society. We endorse a foreign policy of non- mtervenuon peacé and

free trade as prescribed by America’'s Foundlng Fathers.

1 971
The Libertarian Party is founded December 11, in the home
of David \Nolan. Disillusiohed Republicans, Democrats and
polet[cal newcomers hope to create an alternative to the old
partles

1972 -
. First national conventlon held in June in Denver, Colorado.
John Hospers, a philosophy professor at the University of

Southemn California, is nominated as presidential candidate.

Libertarian Parly vice presidential candidate Tonie Nathan
becomes the first woman in U. S hlstory to receive an elec-
toral vote. i ‘

1 976

* Presidential candidate Roger MacBrlde and runnlng mate
David Bergland gain ballot status in 32 states and receive
over 170,000 votes. Newsweek magazine notes that Liber-
tarians are-gaining “unique appeal on both the left and right”

1978 o

Ed Clark receives 5 percent of the vote in his race for gover-
nor of California. Dick Randolph of Alaska becomes the first
elected Libertarian state legislator, Presidential norninating
" 'convention held in Los Angeles. Ed Clark and David Koch
named presidential and vice presidential candidates. Perma-
nent baflot status achieved in California &s more than 80,000
voters register Libertarian. “

1980

Ed Clark appears on the ballot in all 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and earns almost 1'million votes. His cam-
pajgn runs extensive national television ads and offers many
- Americans their first look at what the Libertarian Party has to

_offer. At the same time, Dick Randolph is re-elected to the :

Alaska state ieg:slature Ken Fannlng is also elected to the
Alaska legislature.

1982

! Louislana congressional candidate James . Aghew receives
23 percent of the vots. Alaska gubernatonal candidate Dick
Randolph recejves 15 percent of the vote. Arizona guberna-

torial candidate Sam Steiger receives 5 percent of the vote.

1984

. 'On the ballot in 39 states, David Bergland and Jim Lewis

come in third in the race for president for the first time in party
history. Andre Marrou becomes the third Libertarian elected .
to the Alaska legislature. Eleven other Libertarians are .
elected nationwide.

1986

200 candidates across the U.,S. receive 2.9 million votes. Ray
Cullen, candidate for California Treasurer, gets 570,000
votes - the largest ever for a third-party candldate in that
state.

1987

Libertarians sweep the city council race in Big Water, Utah,
winning every seat. Formér Texas.Rep.' ‘Ron Paul resigns
from the GOP and joins the Libertarian Party. Seattle con-
vention nominates Ron Paul for presudent and Andre Mar-
rol for vice presndent

1 988

.Ron Paul, on the bailot in 46 states and the District of Co-

lumbia, comes in third for the U.S. presidency. He receives 5
mote' than- 430,000 votes —— almost twice the total of any!
other third party candidate.

1 990

Apprommalely 2 million people vote for LP candidates. Elec-

. tion Day is “Double Digit Day," as many LP candidates for the

Congress and state house draw percentages in teens, '20s
and "30s. New Mexico state legislature candidate llla Mae
Bolton gets 31 percent of the vote, and California-congres-

-sional ‘candidate Joe Shea receives 27 percent.

1991 ' \

New Hampshire state leglslators Cal Warburton and Finlay

. Rothhaus resign from the Republican Party and join the Lib-

ertarian Party. Chicago nominating convention names Andre
Marrou and Nancy Lord.as its presidential and vice presi-
dential nominees, respectively, . ;




1992

In the New Hampshire primary, Andre Marrou beats incum-
bent President George Bush in Dixville Notch, the first town to
- vole in the nation. In the general election, four Libertarian
state [egislators are elected in New Hampshire. [n addition to
the re-election of Warburton and Rothhaus, Don Gorman and
Andy Borsa are elected. Once again the party's presidential
ticket is on the bailot in 50 states and the District of Columbia,

1993 , :

- LP National Director Stuart Reges testifies before Congress,
endorsing legislation to make it easier for third party candi-

~ dates to appear in presidential debates. In “off-year” elec-

tions, 15 Libertarians win public office. Miriam Luce is ap-

pointed to the New Hampshire State Liquor Commission, and

Bonnie Flickinger is elected Mayor of Moreno Valley, Calif.

1994 ‘
More than 40 Libertarians are elected or appointed, selling a
record, and LP activists participate in the successful effort to
stop President Clinton's takeover of the nation’s health care
system. In November, more than 650 Libertarian candidates
run for office, and more than 2.2 million: people vote Libertar-
ian.

1995 -

Membership and voter registrations soar to record levels, The
LP moves its national headquarters into the prestigious Wa-
tergate Office Building, which the Wall Street Journal dubs “a
sign of the times” of the party's growing staturs. In Novem-

_ ber, three more Libertarians are elected to city councils:

Bruce Van Buren (Avondale Estates, Georgia), Dewayne

Methaney (Aubumn, Georgia), and Doug Carlsten (Brighton,

Colorado).

1996 .

The Libertarian Party becomes the first third party in U.S. his-
tory to earn baliot status in ail 50 states two presidential elec-
tions in a row. The presidential nominating  convention in

Washington, DC, chooses best-sefling author Harry Browne,

who goes on to win nearly 486,000 votes — the second-best
showing in party history. LP candidates for statewide and

federal office alone win 5.4 million votes, and seven Libertari- -

ans are elécted or re-elected.

1997
Anather record-setling "off-year” election for the party, with 39
Libertarians elected to office in November — including
four city council winners: Fred Collins (Berkley, Michigan);
Ron Wittig (New Meadows, Idaho); Bob DeBrosse (Picqua;
Ghio); and John Gearheart (Palous, Washington).

1998

African-American civil rights leader Roy Innis and talk radio ‘
powerhouse Art Bell join the party. In California, Art Ofivier

-becomes Mayor of Bellflower, while in Georgia, Dewayne
Methaney is elevated to acting Mayor of Auburn. In Novem-
ber, the party sets a new record by running 853 candidates in
44 states. Neil Randall wins election as a state representa-
tive in Vermont. In all, 19 LP-candidates are elected.

1999

The party breaks new ground in political activism with its Inter-

net-based campaign against the FDIC’s proposed '_'Kno{nr Your
Customer” bank-spying regulation. After being flooded by

250,000 complaints, the FDIC withdraws the plan. The Inter-
national Biographical Centre in England names party founder
David Nofan ane of the “2,000 Quistanding Intellectuals of
the 20th Century.” Fourteen Libertarians are elected locally.

2000 _

The Anaheim, California, convention again nominates Harry
Browne for president and Art Olivier for vice president. They
head a ticket of 1,436 LP candidates, including 256 candi-
dates for U.S. House — the first time in 80 years a third party
has contested a majority of Congressional seats, The LP
presidential ticket gets 382,892 votes, and 34 Libertarians are
elected.

2001 . :

In November, the party runs about 300 candidates — a record
slate in an "off-year” election — and sels another when 76
Libertarians are elected. A study in Ballot Access News re-
ports that the LP is the most successful third party in 50
years, based on the "best” vote totals of candidates for U.S.
Senate and governor. The number of Libertarians 'holding
office nears 500.

2002 |

The party runs 1,642 candidates for office, the largest slate of
third-party candidates since before World War Il. More than
3.4 million Americans cast at least one Libertaflan vote on
Election Day. The LP also makes history when its U.S.
House candidates receive over 1 million votes for the second
time — a feat achieved previously only by the Bemocrats and
Republicans. - '

2003 | :

in the "off-year” election, 46 Libertarians are elected to focal

+ office — and nearly half of them win higher-level races such

as city and county council. In Davenport, lowa, Bill Lynn is
elected alderman. In Michigan, three incumbent LP candi-
dates are re-elected in a "clean-sweep” of city council races:
Mark Owen in Owosso; Andy LeCureaux in Haze! Park; and
Bill Bradley in South Haven. As the year ends, the party has
nearly 600 officeholders, whiich is more than all other third

" parties combined,

2004 :
The Libertarian Party nominated Michael Badnarlk as their
2004 piesidential nominee during the national convention in
Aflanta. American voters were able to vote for the Libertarian
Party candidate in 48 states. This led all third parties: Raiph
Nader got on only 39 ballots, the Constitution Party got on 35
and the Greens, just 27.

2005 _

In August the LP transitioned from a members-based organi-
zation to a donors-based organization with the passage of the
Zero Dues Resolution. The party's new focus is electing Liber-
tarians to office. In the aftermath of Hurrlcane Katrina, the
Libertarian Party did its part to help out the relief effort by
“adopting" the town of Franklin, Louisiana.

2006

At the Portland national convention in the LP voted to congoli-
date its platform, reducing the number of planks from 61 to
15. This is part of a continuing effort to reach out to new vot-
ers. ‘




CONVENTION COMMITTIEE QUESTIONNATRE

Although it may not seem that June 8th-11th is very close, we nonetheless must begin to
get things together now, if things are to proceed smoothly then. In particular, we must
now begin to put together the three committees which will do most of the work -- the rules
committee, the platform committee, and the congtitution and by-laws committee.

These three bodies will be responsible for drafting the three documents which the rest
of the delegates will vote on -~ the rules by which the convention will proceed, our party's
official platform, and its guidelines for organization.

Every effort will be made to assure that everyone has an opportunity to have a say in the
shaping of these documents. Thus, we would iike to have each and every one of you answer

the following questions, and also indicate whether you are interested in serving on one or
another of the three committees. Please bear in mind that if you do accept a seat on one

of the committees, you will have to attend all four days of the convention (Thursday the 8th
thru Sunday the 11th), and that you may have to put in long hours at committee meetings,
which will mean less time to do other things; this will be especially true for members of
the platform committee.

If you are interested in serving on a committee, please indicate by marking the appropriate
space below; indicate your first preference with a '1! and your second with a '2' and your
third with a '3'. If you are interested in only one or two of the three committees, mark only
those you are interested in.

RULES PLATFORM CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS

in order to assure that there is representation proportional to the views of the
membership on the platform committee, we need your answers to the following questions.
PLEASE ANSWER THESE WHETHER OR KOT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SERVING ON A COMMEITTEE, OR

EVEN PLANNING TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION! In some cases, none of the alternatives given

may exactly coincide with your own views; please indicate which one statement most closely
approximates your views, however.

1) which of the following positions most closely approximates your views on the proper
role of government in the areas of gocial and civil liberties?

[] Individuals should have the right to do and say whatever they please, except when such
actions or statements jeopardize national security, or when restrictions are necessary
to protect persons incompetent to protect their own interests (e.g. children).

[] Individuals should have the right to do and say whatever they please, period.

2} Which of the following economic philosophies is closest to your own?
[] Constitutionalist-Conservative (Birch-to-Mises range)

[] Absolutely minimal governmental role (Objectivist range)

{] Anarcho-capitalism {Rothbard-Tannehill range}

3) which of the following positions most closely approximates your views on the proper
foreign policy stance for the United States?

[1 Absolutely pacifist; unilateral disarmament desirable

[] Isolationist; defense capability sufficient only to protect U,S. from attack

[] Semi-isclationist; capability and commitments to defend U.S. and major allies only
[1 Policy of containment; allow no further expansion of Communist Empire

[] Rollback of Communist Empire; encourage and aid uprisings in Communist nations

PLEASE -- BE SURE TO FILL OUT BOTH SIDES OF THIS SHELT, AND RETURN IT TO NATIONAL HQ

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN SERVING ON ONE OF THE CONVENTION COMMITTEES,

BE SURE TO GIVE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS ON THE OTHER SIDE. YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THESE

SURVEYS IS NEEDED, IF THE RESULTS ARE TO DE MEANINGFUL. AND WHILE YOU'RE AT IT, ORDER
SOME MATERIAL, USING THE HANDY ORDER FORM, ON THE OTHER SIDE!




ADVERTISING STRATEGY QUESTIONNAIRE
(EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!)

If all goes according to plan, we will soon be placing large
display advertisements in "real" (i.e. non-'movement?!) publications.
- Inorder to determine which publications have the highest proportion
of readers who might be libertarian-inclined, we need your help.

Please list below all nationally-circulated magazines which you
read regularly and fairly thoroughly (i.e. you read at least 50%
of the contents of at least 50% of the issues). Do not include
"movement!" publications like Reason and Sol III, as we already
know libertarians read these., Please be as thorough and accurate
as you can; list the publications you really read, not those you'd
like people to think you read ... we won't divulge your secrets.
Don't be embarrassed to admit it if you read the National Enquirer,
and don't say that you read Barron'’s just because it's cool Go
read Barron's.,

Be as complete as possible ~- include both general-interest and
special-interest magazines, men's and women's magazines, humor,
fiction, or whatever you read. We'll report the results of this
survey next month, '

ORDER FORM

copies of the Membership Application (no charge up to 50 copies)
copies of the ad preprint (2¢ each; minimum order 50 copies)
copies of the Platform (4/$1; 10/$2; 25/$4; 50/$7; 100/$12)
copies of the Newsletter (specify month) (10/$1)

copies of "News Release Tips" (10/$1)

copies of "The Case for a Libertarian Political Party" (10/$1)

NAME

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT
ADDRESS CLEARLY!
CITY STATE Z1pr

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK ravaBLE To: Libertarian Party

NATIONAL HEADOUARTERS:
7748 LOWELL BOULEVARD
WESTMINSTER, COLO. 20030
PHONE (303) 429.0400



OPINION SURVEY

At the next Executive Committee meeting (Albuquerque, NM,
Nov. 25 —— all LP members welcome as observers), one of the
items to be voted on will be the national party's dues structure.

Tt has been suggested by some that dues be raised for '73, to
help fatten up the treasury. Others are opposed, feeling that
an increase in dues will limit membership growth.

To help the Executive Committee in reaching its decision, we
would like you to give us your opinion of two proposed new
dues structures. The present structure, and both of the new
proposals, are given below.

PRESENT PLAN #1 PLAN #2
Newsletter Subscription Only $3.00 $3.50 $5.00
Student Membership $4.00 %5.00 $10.00
Regular Membership $6.00 $7.50 $50.00
Sustaining Membership $12.00 &15.00 $100.00
Life Membership $100.00 $150.00 $1000. 00
Life Sustaining Membership $250.00 $300.00 $2500C.00

The theory behind the first proposal is that it will be necessary
to raise dues somewhat just to keep up with rising postal rates
and the cost of having the monthly mailings handled by a
professional mailing house (which will be necessary, by next
year).

The theory behind the second proposal is that anyone who is
really dedicated to libertarianism will be willing to pay to
promote it, and that anyone who isn't willing to pay the high
fee isn't really very dedicated.

Neither of these proposals, if adopted, will go into effect
until January 1673, and will affect only new memberships and
renewals; all present memberships will remain valid until their
normal expiration date. Life and LS members will not be affected
in any way; those who are already Lifers or LS members will

not be assessed for the differential.

Please indicate your opinion of each of the two proposals, in

the space provided below, and return to LP National HQ before
Novenber 15th.

STRONGLY MILDLY NEUTRAL MILDLY STRONGLY
FAVOR FAVOR OFPPOSE OPPOSE

PLAN 71 L] [] L] L] L]
PLAN #2 L] ] L] L] ]




QUANTITY

ORDER FORM

. ITEM

LP National Membership Applications; no charge up
to 243 2¢ each for 25 or more.

1972 Platforms. Less than 10 copies, 15¢ each; 10
to 24, 12¢ each; 25 - 99, 10¢ each; 100 - 999, 8¢
each; 1000 or more, 6¢ each.

Leaflets. 25/$1; 100/$3.50; 500/$15; 1000/$25;
5000/$100. Quantities can be a mixture of any of
the following three, in any proportion. Specify
how many of each you want.

#1 "Break Free" (Campaign Brochure)
#2 Hospers 4th of July Speech
#3 McGovern: The Dangerous Decoy

Hospers-Nathan buttons (1-3/4"). 35¢, 3/$1; 10/$2.50

25/$5; 50/$8; 100/$15; 500/$70; 1000/$120

=z

Hogpers-Nathan bumperstickers. 50¢; 5/$2; 12/3$4; $
25/%7; 50/$13; 100/$24; 250/$50
Newsletters. Specify month; all issues prior to #7 $
out of print. Same price schedule as Platforms.
Copies of the Political Action Manual. $1.25; 3/$3; §$
6/@5; 15/$10; 25+/60¢ each.
Copies of Libertarianism (paperback). $2.95; 4/$11; $
10/$25; 25/360; 75/%150.
Copies of Where The Money Went (paperback). Same $
price schedule as the Political Action Manual.
ATLAS SHRUGGED posters (22" square, blue on white $
silkscreen). $1.50; 4/$5; 10/$10.

TOTAL $

Minimum order $2. Orders of $10 or more may be billed, if placed by

a recognized state LP organization.

On orders of $20 or more, a

discount of 10% may be taken if payment is made with the order; this

discount is available both to individual LP members (who must pay
for all orders in advance) and to state organizations, which may

either bill or take the cash discount,

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

PHONE (303) 429-0400

Libertarian Party

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS:
. 7748 LOWELL BOULEVARD

, COLO. 0
STATE 7TP _ WESTMINSTER, COLO. 8003









10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Proposed Agenda for March 27-28, 1982
National Committee Meeting in Houston, Texas

Call to Order
(Clark)

Mail Ballot Report-—Region 15 Representative
(Eddy, 5 minutes)

Report from Credentials Committee to resolve Region 15
Representative issue
(Monroe, 10 minutes)

Reconsideration of the Mail Ballot Vote on the seating
of the Region 15 Representative to the LNC.
(Baures, 10 minutes)

Credentials of new National Committee Alternate for
Region 3
(Eddy, 5 minutes)

Revisions, and additions to and deletions from Agenda
(Clark, 10 minutes)

Approval of Minutes of November 7-8, 1981 meeting
(Eddy, 10 minutes)

Headquarters Report
(0'Keefe, 45 minutes)

Political Activity of Headquarters Staff
(Franzi, 10 minutes)

NatCom behavior toward National Headquarters Staff
(Key, 10 minutes)

Resolution on articles for each issue of LPNews
(Walter, 10 minutes)

Policy for Libertarian Party Book Service
(Baase, 10 minutes)

Procedure for headquarters notifying state parties of
national membership status
(DeLisio, 10 minutes)

Computer Oversight Committee Report
(Baures, 15 minutes)

Treasurer's Report
(Baures, 15 minutes}
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16. Audit Committee Report of 1981 Financial Results
(Walter, 30 minutes)

17. Finance Committee Report
(Key, 10 minutes)

18. Change in procedure for appointment of Officers of
Finance Committee
(Monroe, 10 minutes)

19. Appointment of new Finance Chair and Committee
(Clark, 20 minutes)

20. Budget Committee Report
(Baures, 10 minutes)

21. Mailing List Committee Report and Policies
(Bergland, 10 minutes)

22. Internal Education Committee Report
(John Mason, Chair)

a. Report of Principles Subcommittee
(Walter, Burch, 20 minutes)

b. Report of Organizational Skills Subcommittee
(Clark, 10 minutes)

¢. Report on Political Activities and Candidates'
School
(Hocker, 20 minutes)

d. Ballot Drive Subcommittee Report
{(Grant, 10 minutes)

23. Report from National Director on Ballot Drive Spending
(O'Keefe, 10 minutes)

24, Membership Committee Report and Projects
(Clark, Franzi, 20 minutes)

25. Outreach Committee Report
(Sheldon Richman, Chair)

a. Research and Planning Subcommittee Report and
Projects, including Public Opinion Survey
(Richman, 10 minutes; Franzi, 10 minutes)

b. Publication and Advertising Subcommittee Report
and Projects
(Hocker, 20 minutes; DeLisio, 10 minutes)

¢. Campaign '82 Subcommittee Report
(Rich, 25 minutes)
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

LCC Report
(Rich, 5 minutes)

Proposed Organizational Chart
(Clark, 10 minutes)

(Saturday: 7 hours, 25 minutes)

Report on cost of changes for "We Hold These Truths"
(Walter, 10 minutes)

Advertising/Publication Review Committee Policies
(Bergland, 10 minutes)

Members and possible nominations of new members of
Advertising/Publication Review Committee
(Key, 20 minutes)

National Convention Oversight Committee Report and

Proposed Contract
(Grant, 30 minutes)

Platform Committee Meeting Schedule—1983 Convention
(Richman, 10 minutes) .

Report on Randolph Campaign
(DelLisio, 10 minutes)
Circulating reports and proposed policy recommendations

in advance of NatCom meetings
(Lindsay, 10 minutes)

Resolution Opposing U.S. Government intervention in
El Salvador
(Richman, 5 minutes)

Mail Ballot Report——Dates and Locations of NatCom meetings
(Eddy, 5 minutes) -

Proposal to have three NatCom meetings a year
(Franzi, 10 minutes)

Proposal to set dates and places of NatCom meetings for
each year during the last NatCom meeting of previous year
(Hanson, 5 minutes)

Dates and locations of remaining 1982 NatCom meetings
(Clark, 10 minutes) -

a. San Francisco Bid
(Baase, O'Brien, 5 minutes)

b. Orlando, Florida Bid
(Hodge, 5 minutes)
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40.

41.

42,

43,

c. Wildwood, New Jersey Bid
(Walter, 5 minutes)

d. Other Bids
(777, 10 minutes)

Discussion and decisions about
(Key, 15 minutes)

a. 1985 National Convention Preplanning
b. When to solicit and select bids for this convention

Request for retraction by Craig Franklin of his
statement on the Maryland Libertarian Party elections
(Key, 10 minutes)

Proposed Revisions and Deletions of Standing Resolutions
and Proposed Changes in the Method the Secretary Uses to
Compile Standing Resolutions .

(Hocker, 30 minutes)

Use of a Columbus, Ohio, travel agency to make arrange-

ments for NatCom meetings for discount purposes
{(Burns, 10 minutes)

(Sunday: 3 hours, 45 minutes)







Annotations to the Adenda
for the March 27-28, 1982
National Committee Meeting in Houston, Texas

Regional Reports

Regional Representatives should distribute written
regional reports before the meeting. If your report
is intended for publication in LPNews, please give a
copy to its Editor, Deb Haws. A copy should also be
given to the Secretary to put with the permanent
records.

N.B.

Please bring your agenda, these annotations and accom-

panying backup, and the copy of the compiledresolutions
you received in February to the Houston meeting.

Item 2

See attachment

Item 3

See attachment

Item 4

See.attachment

Ttem 5

See attachment

Item 7

See attachment

Item 8

See attachment

ITtem 11

See attachment

Item 12

Proposed motion: Policy for the Libertarian Party Book

Service will be under the jurisdiction of the Internal
BEducation Committee.
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Item 13
See attachment
Item 16

Recommendations for financial controls and reporting
will be presented.

Item 18

see attachment

Item 21

See attachment

Item 22a

Discussion of relationship between the L.N.C., the Internal
Education Committee, and S.I.L.'s Principles of Liberty
program is to be part of this item. :

Ttem 22b

Please see copy of March 1 report on Organizational

Workshops you have already received from Alicia Clark.

Item 25a and Item 25b

See attachments from Richman, Hocker, Delisio, and Franzi.

Item 27

Backup for this item should reach you before the NatCom meeting.
Item 29

Backup for this item may reach you before the NatCom meeting.
Item 31

Refer to 2/22/82 memo from Paul Grant you already have.

Item 32

See attachment
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Item 34

Proposed motions: That all Committee and Sub-committee
Chairs as well as the Treasurer and National Director
mail written copies of any report that they will submit
at National Committee meetings to all National Committee
members three weeks before any such meeting.

That any resolution concerning policy to be submitted at
any National Committee meeting be mailed to all National
Committee members three weeks before any such meeting.
Item 35

See attachment

Item 36

See attachment

Item 39c

See attachment

Item 41

Refer to Activist Network News sent out from Texas a few
weeks ago. :

Item 42

See attachment and please bring you copy of the compiled
resolutions.







BYLAWS
of
THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY
1981

Article 1: Name

These bylaws shall govern the corporation known as the “"Libertarian Party,"
herelnafter referred to as the "Party."

Article 2: Peried of Duration

The duration of the Party shall be perpetual.

Article 3: Purposes

The Party Is.organized fo Implement and give voice to the principies embodied
in the Statement of Prfnc%p!es by:

func+son ing as a {lbertarian political entity separate and distinct from
all other political parties or movements;

- chartering afflliate parties throughout the United States and promoting
their growth and activities;

- nominating candidates for President and Vice-President of the Unifed
States, and supporting Party and affitiate party candidates for political

office; and,
k

- entering into political information activities.

Article 4: Statement of Principles and Platform

1. The S$tatement of Principles affirms that phitosophy upon which the
Libertarian Party is founded, by which it shall be sustained, and Through
which liberty shall prevail. The enduring Importance of the Statement of
Principles requires that it may be amended only by a vote of 7/8 of all
registered delegates at a Regular Convention.

2. The Party Platform shall include, but not be limited to, the Statement of
Principles and the implementation of those principles in the form of planks.

Article 5: Membership

1. Members of the Party shaiil be those persons whose national dues are
current, and who certify that they oppose the initiation of force to achieve
political or social goals.

2. Dues for membership in the Party shall be set by the National Committee.
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Article 6: Affiilate Parties

1. The Netional Committee shall charfer affiliate parties from those
organizations requesting such status in each state, territory and the

District of Columbia. Coplies of all the petitioning organization's proposed
operating rules shall be submitted with the petition. No organization shall
be so chartered which does not ratify the Statement of Principles of the
Party. HNo affiliate party shal! endorse a candidate for President or
Vice-President of the United States other than those elected +o candidacy at a
Convention of the Party.

2. The autonomy of the affiliate parties shal!l not be sbridged by the
National Committee or any other committee of the Party, except as provided

herein.

3. The Nationa! Committee shal! have the power to suspend affiliate party
status from any organization by a 2/3 vote of the Committee. Such suspension
is subject to written appeal within 30 days of notification. Failure to
appeal shall be interpreted as an act of secession by the affliliate party.
The Netional Committes shal! not suspend any affiliate party within a period
of six months prior to a Reguiar Convention.

Upon appeal by an affiliate party, the Judiclial Committee shal!l set s date for
a hearing within 20 %o 40 days of receipt of the appeal. This hearing shall
be adjudicated by 2 guorum of the Judicial Committee, with representatives of
the National Committee urging revocation, and representatives of the affiliate
party opposing revecation. The Judicial Committee shall rule to either revoke
the charter of the aftfiliate party or +o reinstate +he charter, with ail
rights and privileges pertaining thereto, within 30 days of the hearing and no
later than 90 days prior to a Requiar Convention. Should the Judicial
Committee fail fo rule, the affiiiate party's charter shall be reinstated with
all rights and privileges partaining thereto.

4. Orgenizations which wish to become affifiate parties shall apply for
official designation on a standard petition form as adopted by the Nationa|
Committee, which petition shall be signed by not less +han ten members of the
organization residing in the appropriafte state.

5. There shall be no more than one affitiate party in any one state or

territory or the District of Columbia, and the affiliate party shall determine
who shall be delegates from I+s respective state to all Regular Conventions.

Articie 7: Officers

1. The officers of the Party shali be:
-  Chair,
- Vice=Chair,
-~ Secretary, and
- Treasurer.
ALl of these officers shall be elected by a Regulsr Convention of the Party,
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b. *the immediate past Chair, for the two year term following the Convention

at which a new Chair is elected;

c. saven members elected at large by the deolegates at 2 Regular Convention:

and,

d. one member and one alternate from sach Reglion, pius one additicnal membar
and alternate from each Region containing between 10% and 20% of the total
Fartv membership, plus ancther additional member and alternate from each

Region containing over 20% of the tota! Party membership, with such

members and alternates to be selected by the Regions as herein provided.

2. The current Regicns are as follows:

Fagion Aros
] Alaska
Z California, Hawail, Cuam, and U.S. Territories and possesions in the Pacific
3 Oregon end Washington
4 Montana, ldaho, Wyoming, North Dekeota and South Dekota
5 Arizona, New Medoo and Nevads
& Colorado and Utah
7 Kansas, Cklahoms and Missouri

g iowa, Minnesota and Mebraska

9 fHincis

10 Wisconsin and Michtgan

11 Indiana, Chio and Kentucky

12 Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana and Tennessee

i3 Texas

i4 New Jarsey, Pennsyivaniz and Delaware

15 WesT Virginia, Marviend and District of Colurbia

16 MNaw York

17 Malne, New Hampshire, VYermont, Messachusetts, Rhode Isiand snd Comnectiout
18 Horth Carolinag, South Carolina and Virginia

19 Gorgia, Alabama, Floride, and U.S. ferritories and possessions 1n the Caribbean

3. The Nationa! Committee shall take office immediately upon the close of the
Regular Convention at which they are selected, and serve until the flinal
adlournment of the nexi Reguiar Convention.

4. A National Committee member shall be a member of the Party, and shall not
be the candidate of any party except the Party or an affiliate.

5. A National Committee member-at-large may be suspended, that is, denied
authority to perform his or her specific functions, by a 2/3 vote of the
entire National Committee. The office of a suspended member-at-large shall be
deciared vacant uniess The suspended member appeals to the Judicial Committee
within seven days of receip? of the notice of suspension. When a suspension
of a National Committee member-at-large 1s appealed, the Chalr of the Judicial
Committes shall set a dete for a hearing, which date shall be between 20 and
40 days following receipt of the appeal. This hearing shall be adjudicated by
a quorum of the Judicial Committee, with each side presenting 1ts case. The
Judicial Committes shall vote fo either declare a vacancy in the office or to
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reinstate the Nationat Committes member-at-|arge.

6. The Natlonal Commlittee shall appoint new members if vacancies occur,
such members fo complete The term of the office vacated.

7. A National Committee Reglona! Representative may be suspended, that is,
denied the authority to perform his or her specific functions, by the
foliowing procedure:

a. A majority of the State Chairs In the Region must request of the Chair
that the National Commitfee consider the question of suspension of the
Regicnal Representative.

b. The Chair shail submit the matter to a vote of the National Committee.

c. f 2/3 of The entire Nationa! Commlttee vote to suspend the Reglona!
Representative, that office shall be deemed vacant and the State Chairs in
the Region shall elect - by majority vote - a new Regional Representative
to fill the vacancy. When a region consists of a single state, the state
commitfes of that state shall fulfill the functlion of State Chairs in a
muiti-state Regton.

d. The suspension of a Reglonal Representative is not appealable to the
Judiclial Committee.

8. The Natjonal Committee shaill have control and management of all the
affalrs, properties and funds of the Party consistent with these Bylaws.

9. The National Committee shal! meet at such times and places as may be
determined by:

- action of the Committee,

- call of the Chair, or

- written request of 1/3 or more of its members.
A written notice of the Time and place of all meetings shall be mailed o
each member of the Committee not less than 30 days prior fo sald meeting.

10. The National Committee may, without meeting together, transact business
by mail. The Secretary shall send out mail ballots on any question submitted
by the Chair or by at least 1/5 of the members of the Committee. Fifteen days
shali be aliowed for the return of the votes cast, by mail, to the Secretary
during the period between a Regqular Convention and the next general election,
and 30 days shail be allowed at ali other times. |f, atT the expiration of the
applicable perlod, a quorum of the Committee have not returned their votes,
the measure being voted upon shall be deemed to have failed; in all ofther
cases, a majority of the votes returned shall carry the measure, except where
a higher vote is required by the Bylaws. The Secretary shalt preserve all
such votes until the next meeting of the Nationa!l Committee, at which meeting
The Committee shall order the disposition of such votes.

11. More than 1/2 of the membership of the National Committee shal!
constitute & guorum for the transaction of business at ail meetings,
except where a larger vote is required by the Bylaws.
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1Z. Upon appeal by 5% of the Party members, the Judicial Committee shall
consider the question of whether or not a decision of the Naticona! Committee
contravenes specified sections of the Bylaws. |If the decision Is vetoed by
the Judicial Committee, It shall be declared null and void.

Articlie 2: Judlcial Committes

1. There shall be a standing Judicial Committee which shall be appointed by,
and exclusive of, the Naticnal Committes, and shall serve the same term as the
National Committee. The Judicial Commiftee shali be composed of nine members;
any five members shall constitute a guorum. The Netional Committes shall
designate a Chair of the Judicial Commitfee, to whom all notices of appeal
shall be sent.

2. The Judicial Committee shall be responsible for hearing appeals regarding
the following:

suspension of affiliate parties {Article &, Section 37,

suspension of officers (Article 7, Section 8),

suspension of National Committee members-sf-large {Article 8, Section 5),
voiding of Netional Committee decisions {(Article 8, Section 127,
chalienges to piatform planks {(Rule 7, Section 77,

chal lenges Yo Resclutions (Rule 8, Section 2}, and

suspension of Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidacies (Article 12,
Section 5}.

[ T S (VI W T o
» ¢ 3 s v s @

3. In addition to the responsibilities listed above, the Judicial Committee
shall be responsiblie for disciplinary actions against any Party member,

In accordance with Robert's Ruies of Order, Newly Revised, except as
otherwise provided herein.

Article 10: Finance and Accounting

. The fiscal ferm of the Party shall begin on January 1 of each year. From
January 1 untii the National Committee has approved a budget, the National
Director and/or the Treasurer are authorized to make expenditures for any item
incorporated in the previous year's budget as long as +he level of expenditure
Is consistent with that budget. :

2. The Nationa! Committee shall cause an efficient double-entry system of
accounts to be instalied and maintained.

3. All disbursements exceeding $20.00 shall be made solely by check.
4. The National Committee shail have the power fo designate the depository of
ali funds of the Party, and shall sppoint such officers and employees as in

its judgment may seem advisabie to deposit and withdraw funds,

5. The Party shall not borrow in excess of $10,000 total without prior
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approval by 2/3 vote of the Nationa! Committee. This shall not include
current operating debt for trade payabtles.

Article 11: Conventions

t. Regular Conventions:

The Party shall hold a Regular Convention every odd-numbered year, at a time
and place selected by the National Committee. Reguiar Conventions shall be
held sometime during the period July through October. All business required
to be conducted at Regular Conventions shall be conducted at Regular
Conventions only.

2. Non-Regutar Conventions:

Non-Regular Conventlions may be held at the discretion of the Nafional
Committee during even—-numbered years.

3. Delegates:

a. Delegates shall be required fo be members of either the Party or an
atfiiiate party. At all Regular Conventions, delegates shall be those so
accredited who have registered at the Convention. At ail Non-Regutar
Conventions, any person who wishes to attend may do so.

b. Any federal or state law to the confrary notwithstanding, delegates to a
Regular Convention shal! be selected by a method adopted by each affiiiafe
party; provided however that only members of the Party as defined In These
By laws, or members of the affiliate party as defined in the constitution
or bylaws of such afflliate party, or those who have made the
certification required by Article 5 of these Bylaws, shall be eligible to
vote for the selection of delegates to a Regular Cenvention.

4, Affiliate Party Delegate Entitlements:

Each affiliate party shall be entitied fo send delegates fo each Regular
Convention on the following basis:

a. four "basic" delegates from each affiliate party; plus

b. one additional delegate for each one guarter of one percent (0.25%)
{rounded) of the tota! nationa! memhership residing in that state,
district or ferritory, as determined by the Secretary as of the last day
of February of the Regular Convention vear; plus

c. one additlional delegate for each one percent (1%) (rounded) of the fotal
vote cast for President in that state or district which was received by
the Party's most recent candidate for President.

5. Ex~0fficio Delegates:
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in addition, the following persons shall be ex-officio delegates,
automatically entitlad o delegate status:
a. National Officers,
h. Nationa! Committee members or thelr alternates,
c. all former Party nominees for the Presidency and Vice-Presidency of the
United States, and
d. each state governor, U.3. Representative and U.S. Senator who is a Party
member and not affillated with any other party.

&. Delegate Allocation:

In order to be counted for delegate allocation, membership appiicatons must he
sent to the National Headguarters by either the individua! member or the
affiliate party, and recelved or postmarked no later than the last day of
February of the Regular Convention year. The Secretary shall make a count of
+he members qualified under the requirements set forth here, and shall compute
the delegate allccations for the affiliate parties. Notification of the
membership totals and allocation totals shall be sent by the Secretary fo the
Chair of each affiliate party no later than April 1 of the year of the Reguiar
Convention.

A list of the names and addresses of all delegates and alternates chosen by
gach affiliate party shall be sent to the Secretary no later than cone month
prior o start of the first general session of the Regular Convention.
Amendments to such |ists may be made by the affiliate parties until the close
of the Credentials Committee meeting preceding the Convention.

7. Delegate List:

Any Party member shal!l be provided, upon request and payment of copying and
mailing costs, a list of the names and addresses of all elected delegates to a

Convention.
2. Convention Committees:

There shall te a Platform Committee, a Bylaws and Rules Committee and a
Credentials Commiftee for each Regular Conventicon. The National Commitiee
shall appoint a temporary chair of each commitiee to serve until each
committee selects its own chair.

a. The Bylaws and Rules Committee shall consist of ten Party members
appointed by the National Committee no later than three months before a
Regular Convention. No more than five of these members shall be members of
the current Natlonal Committee.

b. The Platform Committese shall consist of 20 members selected as follows:

- One member from each of the ten affiiiate parties having the largest
memberships as deftermined for Convention delegate aliocations. These
shal! be selected by sach of the affiliate parfies nc later than one month
prior to the Convention.



BYLAWS -9 -

- Ten members appointed by the National Committee, including no less than
flve members from states other than the ten having the largest Party

memberships. These members shall be appointed no later than three months

prior to the Regular Convention.

c. The Credentials Committee, composed of fen members, shatl be selected as
fol fows:

- Five members chosen by the National Committee.

- One member from each of the five affiliate parties having the largest
memberships as determined for Convention delegate allocations. These

shall be selected by each of the affiilate parties no later than one month

prior fo the Convention.

d. Ranked alternates may be named by the appointing bodies to fill any
vacancies In the Convention Committees.

9. Quorum:

A quorum shall consist of 40% of +he total number of delegates regisfered
In attendance at the Convention.

10. Convention Rules:
Conventlons of the Party shall be conducted In accordance with the current

Bylaws and Convention Rules, unless otherwise amended at a Regular Convention.

Article 12: Presidential and Vice-Presidenfial campaigns

1. Nominations of candidates for President and Vice-President of
+he United States may be made only at the Regular Conventlon heid in the year
nreceding the Presidential election year.

2. No candldate may be nominated for President or Vice-President who is
ineligible under the United States Constitution, who has not expressed a
wiltingness to accept the nomination of fhe Party, or who Is not a member of
the Party.

3. in the event of the death, resignation, disqualification or suspension of
+he nomination of the Party's nominee for President, fhe Vice-Presidential
nominee shall become the Presidential nominee. Two thirds of the entire
membership of the Natlonal Commiftee may, at a meeting, fill a
Vice-Presidential vacancy, and, 1f necessary, a simultaneous Preslidential
vacancy .

4. The National Committee shail respect the vote of the detegates at
Nominating Conventions and provide full support for all nominees for President
and Vice-President as long as their campaigns are conducted in accordance with
t+he Piatform of the Party.
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5. A candidate's nomination may be suspended by a 3/4 vote of the entire
membership of the National Committee at a meeting. That candidate'’s
nomination shall then be declared nuli and void unless the suspended candidate
appeais the suspension to the Judicia! Committee within seven days of receipt
of notification of suspension. The resoclution of suspension must state the
specific reasons for suspension and must be signed by each member of the
National Committee agreeing thereto. The Judicial Committee shal! meet and
act on this appeal within 30 days and before the election.

Article 13: Parliamentary Authority

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly
Revised shall govern the Party In ail cases to which they are applicabie and
in which They are not inconsistent with other rules adopted by the Party.

Article 14: Amendment

1. These Bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 vote of the delegates at any Requiar
Conventlion.

2. Article 4, Section 1 shail not be amended by a vote of less than 7/8
of ali registered delegates at a Regular Convention.

Article 15: Promulgation of Bylaws

The Nationa! Committee shall promulgate +he Bylaws in accordance with
applicable law.



CONVENTION RULES
of
THE L IBERTARIAN PARTY
1881

Ruie 1: Order of Businass

The standing order of business for a Regular Convention shall be as follows:

Cali to order

Credentials Committee report

Adopt agenda

Bylaws and Rules Committee report

Platform Committee report

Nomination of Party candidates for Presldent and Vice-President (in
appropriate years)

Election of Party Officers and aft-large members of the Nationa! Committee
Other business

OV A e LA B
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Rule Z: Voting Eligibility

1. The Secretary, acting on behalf of the Credentlais Committee, shall report
the number of delegates registered in attendance and eligible to vote directly
affer the opening of the first business session, and at the beginning of each

succeeding session.

2. Alt detegatrs shall be eligible 4o vote on all matters. in order 1o vote
on a given matter, a delegate must be present on the floor at the time the
vote ls taken. Each deiegate present shall have one vote. Use of the unit
rule or unit voting is prohibited at national Conventions.

3. Duly selected alternates may be freely substituted for any members of
their delegation, except for ex-officio delegates, who are femporarily or
permanentiy absent from the floor, provided the procedure has been clearly
specified by the affiliate party in advance of the Convention, and the
Secretary has been provided with lists of the affiliate party's delegates and
alternates, as welil as a copy of the affiliate party's rules governing
substiftutions.

4. An aiternate, upon certification by the Secretary, shall be designated as
a delegate whenever a delegate of the same state has not been registered in
attendance. This status shail continue until the sbsent delegate registers in
attendance. |f the affillate party has made no provislon for filling delegate
vacancies, the atternate substitute shall be decided by drawing lotfs.

5., |f the affiliate party has made no other provision, an alternate may
temporarily vote in place of a delegate from the same state while he or she
has the wriiten consent of that delegate; howsver, no delegate may cast more
than one vote on a guestion.

6. All members must wear the identification badge Issued upon registration in
order to be admitted to the Conventicn hall. :
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Rule 3: VYoting Procedure and Motions

1. On all matters, excepT the election of Party Officers and at-large members
of the National Committee, and the nomination of Presidential and
Vice-Presidential candidates, voting will be by voice vote. 1f ten or more
delegates object to the Chair's ruling on the outcome of a voice vote, a roll
cali vote will be held.

2. The Chair may require any motion offerad from the Convention floor to he
in writing, signed by the mover, and submitted to the Secretary.

Ruie 4: Polling Procedure

1. The State Chair shall serve as chair of his or her delegation, unless that
delegation selects another of its members +o serve as its chair, and so
notifies the Secretary,

2, In cases where a roll call vote is required, poliing shall be by state.

The Secretary wiltl ask for the vote from each state in alphabetical order, and
the chair of each delegation shall report the vote for +that state. The
Convention seating will be by state delegaticons. |f someone chalienges the

vote reported by any state's chair, the Secretary shall poil the delegates
from that state individually.

Rule 5: Committee Procedures

t. Awmajority vote of those Committee members present is necessary for a "do
pass" recommendation, and in the case of the Platform Committes, a ma jor ity
must approve each specific plank separately.

2. Four or more members of the Platform Commiftee may Join together fo issue
a minority report regarding any plank reported +o +the floor of the Convention.
Two or more members of the Byiaws and Rules Committee or of the Credentials
Committee may Join together to Issue a minority report regarding their
business.

3. A member must be present in Committee fo vote.
4. More than 1/2 of the membership of each committee shall constitute a

quorum.

Rule 6: Debating and Yoting - Bylaws and Rules

The Chalr of the Bylaws and Rules Committee shail report each recommendation
of the Committee *o the Conventlon ssparately and may explain the Intent or
purpose of the proposed amendment(s). The Conventicon Chair shall open each
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recommendation to discussion and amendment from the floor. Each
recommendatlion shall be considered and adopfTed separately, with a maximum of
+en minutes discussion on any recommendation.

Rule 7: Debating and VYoting - Platform

1. The current Platform shall serve as the basis of all future platforms. At
Regular Conventions, the existing Platform may be amended. Additional planks,
or addi+ions fo planks, must be approved by 2/3 vote. A platform plank may be
deleted by majority vote.

2. The Platform Committee shall meet prior to the Convention to consider
proposed amendments, and shall Issue a report to the Convention. Its
recommendations shal! be reported to the floor on a plank-by-plank basis, and
each sha!l be debated and voted upon separately, in the following order:

a. those recommendations approved by unanimous vote in Committee;

b. +those recommendations approved without objection, but with abstentions, in
Committee;

c. those recommendations approved by majority vote in Committee, regarding
which there is no minority report (as deflined In Rule 5, section 2ZJ;

4. +hose recommendations approved by majority vote in Committfee, hut with 2
minority report attached.

3. Recommendations for which there is no minority report shall be debated and
voted upon in the following manner:

a. The Platform Committee Chalir, or some other person designated by him or
her, shall read the proposed recommendation, and shall have up to two
minutes to expliain the recommendation.

b. The Convention Chair shall then open the recommendation fo discussion and
amendment for a period of 15 minutes. At +he end of 15 minutes, a vote
Wwill be faken on whether to bring the recommendation {(as amended, if this
is the case) *o a final vote. |f a majority vote is in favor of immediate
consideration, the vote to accept or reject the recommendation must follow
immediately. |f a majority vote is agalnst immediate consideration, the
proposed recommendation shatl be tabled for later consideration, after all
other recommendations receiving a favorable majority vofe from the
Platform Committee have been considered.

4. When all recommendations having no minority report have received at least
initial consideration, those for which there is a minority report shall be
considered in the foliowing manner:

a. Spokespersons for both the majority and minority positions shall each have
two minutes to present their views.
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b. The chair shall then open consideration of both positions for five
minutes, during which Time any delegates may express their views without

offering amendments. After five minutes, there will be a volte on which of
the two reports shall be considered for purposes of adopting a
recommendation. The report recelving the greater number of votes shall

then be discussed and voted upon in +he manner described in section 3b.

5. After al! Committes recommendations have receivad initial consideration,
any delegate may propose amendments fo the Platform. The delegate may take up
to two minutes to state and explein the proposal, with debating and voting to
proceed as described in section 3b.

6. Finaily, if ftime permits, proposals which were considered by the Platform
Commitfee, but which received an unfavorable vote from a majority of the
Committee, may be considered; with a spokesperson for the minority position
giving the reasons in favor, and the Platform Committee Chair or other
representative of the majority position giving the reascns why it was voted
down, before the proposal is taken to the floor for debate,

7. Challenges of adopted Party planks believed by 10% of the delegates to be
in conflict with the Statement of Principles shall be referred in writing,
during the Convention, to the Judicial Committee by the delegates requesting
action for consideration. The challenge shall specify In what manner the
pilank is believed to be In confiict. The Judiclal Committes shall consider
the challenge, decide whether the Statement of Principles is conformed to, and
report their findings and reasons to the Convention. [|f the plank is vetoed
by the Judiclial Commitfee, T will be declared null and void, but can be
reinstated by a 3/4 vote of the Convention.

Rule B: Resolutions

1. Resclutions must be approved by a 2/3 vote.

Z. Resolutions must not be in conflict with the Statement of Principles.
Challenges of such adopted Resclufions believed by 10% of the delegates to be
In confiict with the Statement of Principles shall be referred in writing,
during the Convention, to the Judicial Commitfee by the deisgates requesting
action for consideration. The challenge shall specify in what manner the
resolution is believed To be in conflict. The Judicial Committee shall
consider the challenge, decide whether the Statement of Principles Is
conformed 1o, and report thelr findings and reasons +o the Convention. If the
Resoluticon s vetoed by the Judicial Committes, 1t will ba declared null and
void, but can be reinstated by a 3/4 vote of the Convention.

Ruie 9: NominatTion of Presidential and Vice-Presidential Candidates

1. Presidential and Vice-Presidential nominations shall be from the floor.
Each delegation shall tabulate its fotal vote, and the delegation chair shall
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detiver a wrltten fotal fo the Secretary. When all delegations have submitted
their votes, The Secretary shat!l declare the voting closed. At this point, an
announcement of each delegation's vote total shall be made by delegation
chairs in alphabetical order beginning with a randomly selected delegation.

7. The Party's nominee for President shail be chosen by majority vote. I|f,
after four ballots, no candidate has attained a majority, the candidate witTh
the fewest votes on the latest ballot shall be struck from subsequent hallots.
This procedure shail be repeated affer each even-numbered ballot in which no
candidate has received a majority vote, until one candidate attains a

majority.

3. The Party's nominee for Vice-President shall be chosen by the same
procedure as for the Presidential nominee, except that the Presidential
nominee shal! have the power fo veto any candidate for Vice-President with
whom he or she does not wish to run. The Convention may overturn such veto by

a 2/3 vote.

Ruie 10: FEiection of Officers and National Committee

1. Nominations for Party Officers shall be from the floor, with any national
or affiliate party member eligible to run for any offlice.
The election shatl be conducted in the foliowing manner:

a. For each office, a majority vote will be necessary for election.

b. FEach delegation shalt tabulate its total vote, and the delegation chair
shatl deliver a written total to the Secretary. When all delegations have
submitted their votes, the Secretary shall declare the voting closed.

c. At this point, an announcement ot each delegation's vote fotal shati be
made by delegation chairs in alphabetical order beginning with a randomly

sefected delegation.

d. In cases where no candidate receives a majority, runoff votes will be
held, dropping the candidate with the fewest votes after each ballof.

2. Nomlinations for the at-large members of the National Committee shall be
from the floor, with all national or affifiate party members eligible for
nomlination. The election shall be conducted in the following manner:

a. Each delegate may cast up to seven votes, but no more than one vote for
any one candidate.

b. Each delegation shall tabuilate its total vote, and the delegation chalr
shall deliver a written fotal to the Secretary. When all delegations have
submitted their votes, the Secretary shall declare the voting closed.

c. At this point, an announcement of each delegation's vote total shall be
made by delegation chairs in aiphabetical order beginning with a randomly
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selected delegation.

d. Those seven candidates receiving the highest vote totals shall be deciared

elacted. if a tie vote affecting the outcome of the election occurs,
another baillot for +the remalining offices shall be held, with each delegate
altlowed to cast as many votes as there are offlices fo fill.

3. Noeminations for each candidate may be made by any delegate present
on the fioor, provided he or she has the candidate’s permission.
Nominating speeches shall be limited in duration as follows:

a. Chair: one five-minute nominating speech, two three-minute ssconding
speeches;

h. All others: one two-minute nominating speech, *two one-minute seconding
speaches.

4., The Naticnal Committee members from each of +the Regions shall be elected
by the delegates from that region, provided there are at least five such
delegates present, in caucus, affer the election of the Officers and at-large
members of the Maticnal Commifttee. 1f a Region Is represented by fewer than
five delegates, the incumbent Regiocnal representative will remain In office
untit a new Regional representative is elected at a Regiona! Caucus to be held
within 9G days of +he last day of the Conventicn. The Incumbent
representative shall call said caucus, and preside over it. Each Region's
dalegates may elect thalr representative by whatever manner they choose,
provided all delegates present from that region are given equal voice in The
selaction,

Rute 11: None of the Above

Yotes cast for "None of the Above" In voting on the Party's nominees for
President and VYice-President, the Party Officers, and st-large members of The
National Committee, shal!l be considered valid. Should a majority of the votes
be cast for ‘lNone of The Above® in the Presidential or Vice-Presidential
balloting, no candidate shal!l be nominated for that office. Should "None of
the Above" be selscted for any Party offlce, that position shall be declared
vacant and none of the losing candidates for that position may be sslected to
i1l the vacancy for Tthat term of offlice.

Rule 121 Amendments o the Rules

The Convention Rules may be amended by a 2/3 vote at a Regular Convention.



LIBERTARIAN PARTY
Bylaws and Convention Rules

Adopted in Convention, Chicago, Mllinois
August, 1991

BYLAWS OF THE LIBERTARIAN
PARTY

ARTICLE 1: NAME

These bylaws shall govem the association known as the
*1 iberiarian Party,”’ hereinafter referred to as the *‘Party.”

ARTICLE 2: PERIOD OF DURATION
The duration of the Party shall be perpetual.
ARTICLE 3: PURPOSES

The Party is organized to implement and give voice to the
principles embodied in the Statement of Principles by:

--functioning as a libertarian political entity separate and
distinct from all other political parties or movements;
--chartering affiliate partics throughout the United States and
promoting their growth and activities;

--nominating candidates for President and Vice-President of

the United States, and supporting Party and affiliate party
candidates for political office; and,

--entering into political information activities.

ARTICLE 4: STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AND
PLATFORM

1. The Statement of Principles affirms that philosophy upon
which the Libertarian Party is founded, by which it shall be
sustained, and through which liberty shall prevail. The
enduring importance of the Statement of Principles requires
that it may be amended only by a vote of 7/8 of all regisiered
delegates at a Regular Convention.

© 2. The Party Platform shall include, but not be limited to, the
Statement of Principles and the implementation of those
principles in the form of planks.

ARTICLE §: LIBERTARIAN PARTY PROGRAM

1. The National Committee shall adopt and report the LP
Program to the membership.

2. The Program recommendation by the National Committee
shall be comprised of:

a. a maximum of 10 issues;

b. issues which are currently receiving widespread, national
public attention;

c. issnes which are readily identifiable by most individuals as
matters which affect them personally and directly; and

d. interim or transitional proposals which move toward a
libertarian society, which are clearly identified as interim or
transitional proposals.

3. The National Committiee shall appoint 3 or more
individuals to submit draft program planks to the National
Committee. :

4. Motions to approve planks require a 2/3 vote of the entire
National Committee,

5. No proposal shall conflict with the LP Platform.
ARTICLE 6: MEMBERSHIP

1. Members of the Party shall be those persons who have
certified in writing that they oppose the initiation of force to
achieve political or social goals.

2, Dues for membership in the Party shall be set by the
National Committee.

3. Only members whose national dues are current shall be
counted for delegate apportionment, and National Committee
representation. Only members whose national dues are
current shall be eligible to hold National Party offices or be a
candidate for President or Vice President.

ARTICLE 7: AFFILIATE PARTIES

1. No person, group or orgamization may use the name
““Libertarian Party’' or any confusingly similar designation
except an organization to which the Party grants affiliate
party status.

2. The National Committee shall charter affiliate parties from
any qualifying organization requesting such status in each
state, territory and the District of Columbia (hereinafter,
state), Organizations which wish to become affiliate parties
shall apply for such status on a standard petition form as
adopted by the National Committee, which petition shall be
signed by no fewer than ten members of the Party residing in
the appropriate state. Affiliate party status shall be granted
only to those organizations which adopt the Statement of
Principles and file a copy of their Constitution and/or Bylaws
with the Party Secretary.



point, an announcement of each delegation’s vote total shall
be made by delegation chairs in alphabetical order beginning
with a randomly selected delegation.

2. The Party’s nominee for President shall be chosen by
majority vote, If, after two ballots, no candidate has attained
a majority, the candidate with the fewest votes on the latest
ballot shall be struck from subsequent ballots. This procedure
shall be repeated after every subsequent ballot in which no
candidate has received a majority vote, until one candidate
attains a majority,

3. The Party’s nominee for Vice-President shall be chosen by
the same procedure as for the Presidential nominee except
that the Presidential nominee shall have the privilege of
addressing the Convention for 5 minutes, after nominations
have been made but before voting has begun, for the purpose
of endorsing or objecting to any of the Vice-Presidential
nominees,

4. Nominating and seconding speeches shall be limited in
duration as follows:

President: Total of 16 minutes;
Vice-President: Total of 11 minutes.

RULE 10: ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND NATIONAL
COMMITTEE

1. Nominations for Party Officers shail be from the floor,
with any national or affiliate party member eligible to run for
any office. The election shall be conducted in the following
manner:

a. For each office, a majority vote will be necessary for
clection.

b. Each delegadon shall tabulate its total vote, and the
delegation chair shall deliver a written total to the Secretary,
When all delegations have submitted their votes, the
Secretary shall declare the voting closed.

¢. At this point, an announcement of each delegation’s vote
total shall be made by delegation chairs in alphabetical order
beginning with a randomly selected delegation.

d. In cases where no candidaie receives a najority, runoff
votes will be held, dropping the candidate with the fewest
votes after each ballot.

2. Nominations for the at-large members of the National
Committee shall be from the floor, with all national or
affiliate party members eligible for nomination. The election
shall be conducted in the following manner:

a. Each delegate may cast up to five votes, but no more than
one vole for any one candidate.

b. Each delegation shall tabulate its total vote, and the
delegation chair shall deliver a written total to the Secretary.
When all delegations have submitted their votes, the
Secretary shall declare the voting closed.

¢. At this point, an announcement of each delegation’s vote
total shall be made by delegation chairs in alphabetical order
beginning with a randomly selected defegation.

d. Those five candidates receiving the highest vote totals
shall be declared elected. If a tie vote affecting the outcome
of the election occurs, another ballot for the remaining
offices shall be held with each delegate allowed to cast as
many votes as there are offices to fill.

3. Nominations and elections for members of the Judicial
Committee shall be conducted in the same manner as
specified for at-large members of the National Committee.

4. Nominations for each candidate may be made by any
delegate present on the floor, provided he or she has the
candidate’s permission. Nominating speeches shall be limited
in duration as follows:

& Chair: one five-minute nominating speech, two three-
minute seconding speeches;

b. All others: one two-minute nominating speech, two
cne-minute seconding speeches.

5. In the event a region has not otherwise provided for the
elecion of its regional representative to the National
Commitiee then the delegates from the region shall elect its
regional representative, provided there are at least five
delegates present, Each Region’s delegates may elect their
representative in whatever manner they choose, provided all
delegates present from that region are given equal voice in
the selection.

RULE 11: NONE OF THE ABOVE

Votes cast for ‘*None of the Above' in voting on the Party’s
nominees for President and Vice-President, the Party Offi-
cers, and at-large members of the National Committee, shall
be considered valid. Should a majority of the votes be cast
for *‘None of the Above” in the Presidential or Vice-
Presidential balloting, no candidatc sha!' be nominated for
that office. Should *‘None of the Above’* be selected for any
Party office, that position shall be declared vacant and none
of the losing candidates for that position may be selected to
fill the vacancy for that term of office.

RULE 12: AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES

The Convention Rules may be amended by a 2/3 vote at a
Regular Convention,

Libertarian Party
1528 Pennsylvania Avenue S.E., Washington, DC 20003
202-543-1988
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Bylaws and Convention Rules
Adopted in Convention, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
September, 1989

BYLAWS OF THE LIBERTARIAN
PARTY

ARTICLE 1: NAME

These bylaws shall govern the association known as the
“‘Libertarian Party,” hereinafter referred to as the *‘Party.”

ARTICLE 2; PERIOD OF DURATION
The duration of the Party shall be perpetual.
ARTICLE 3: PURPOSES

The Party is organized to implement and give voice to the
principles embodied in the Statement of Principles by:

—functioning as a libertarian political entity separate and
distinct from all other political parties or movements;

--chartering affiliate parties throughout the United States and
promoting their growth and activities;
--nominating candidates for President and Vice-President of

the United States, and supporting Party and affiliate party
candidates for political office; and,

--entering into political information activities,

ARTICLE 4: STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AND
PLATFORM

1. The Statement of Principles affirms that philosophy upon
which the Libertarian Party is founded, by which it shall be
sustained, and through which liberty shall prevail. The
enduring importance of the Statement of Principles requires
that it may be amended only by a vote of 7/8 of all registered
delegates at a Regular Convention.

2. The Party Platform shall include, but not be limited to, the
Statement of Principles and the implementation of those
principles in the form of planks.

ARTICLE 5: LIBERTARIAN PARTY PROGRAM

1. The National Committee shall adopt and report the LP
Program 1o the membership.

2. The Program recommendation by the National Commitiee
shall be comprised of:

a, a maximum of 10 issues;

b. issues which are currently receiving widespread, national
public attention;

c. issues which are readily identifiable by most individuals as
matters which affect them personally and directly; and

d. interim or transitional proposals which move toward a
libertarian society, which are clearly identified as interim or
transitional proposals.

3. The National Committec shall appoint 3 or more
individuals to submit draft program planks to the National
Committee.

4. Motions to approve planks require a 2/3 vote of the entire
National Committee.

5. No proposal shall conflict with the LP Platform.
ARTICLE 6: MEMBERSHIP

1. Members of the Party shall be those persons who have
certified in writing that they oppose the initiation of force to
achieve political or social goals.

2. Dues for membership in the Party shall be set by the
Nationa! Committee,

3. Only members whose national dues are current shall be
counted for delegate apportionment, and National Committee
representation. Only members whose national dues are
current shall be eligible to hold National Party offices or be a
candidate for President or Vice President.

ARTICLE 7: AFFILIATE PARTIES

1. No person, group or organization may use the name
““Libertarian Party” or any confusingly similar designation
except an organization to which the Party grants affiliate
party status.

9. The National Committee shall charter affiliate parties from
any qualifying organization requesting such status in each
state, territory and the District of Columbia (hereinafter,
state). Organizations which wish to become affiliate parties
shall apply for such status on a standard petition form as
adopted by the National Committee, which petition shall be
signed by no fewer than ten members of the Party residing in
the appropriate state. Affiliate party status shall be granted
only to those organizations which adopt the Statement of
Principles and fife a copy of their Constitution and/or Bylaws
with the Party Secretary.

3, There shall be no more than one affiliate party in any one
state, and the affiliate party shall determine who shall be its
delegates to all Regular Conventions,

4, No affiliate party shall endorse any candidate who is a
member of another party for public office in any partisan
election. No affiliate party shall take any action inconsistent
with the Statement of Principles or these Bylaws.

5, The autonomy of the affiliate parties shall not be abridged




by the National Committee or any other committee of the
Party, except as provided by these Bylaws.

6. The Natioral Committee shall have the power to revoke
the status of any affiliate party, for cause, by a vote of 3/4 of
the entire National Committee. The affiliate party may
challenge the revocation of its status by wriiten appeal to the
Judicial Committee within 30 days of receipt of notice of
such revocation. Failure to appeal within 30 days shall
confirm the revocation and bar any later challenge or appeal.
The National Cormmittee shall not revoke the status of any
affitiate party within six months prior to a Regular
Convention.

The Judicial Committee shall sei a daie for lhiearing the
appeal within 20 to 40 days of receipt of the appeal and shall
notify all interested persons, which persons shall have the
right to appear and submit evidence and argument. At the
hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appeliant, The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee’s revocation of affiliate party status or
order reinstatement of the affifiate party. The Judicial
Commiitee shall issue its ruling within 30 days of the hearing
and in no case later than 90 days prior to a Regular
Convention. Failure of the Judicial Committee to rule within
30 days shall constitute an affirmation of the National
Committee’s revocation of affiliate party status except when
the last day of the 30 day period falls within 90 days prior to
a Regular Convention, in which case the Judicial Commit-
tee’s non-action shall result in reinstatement of affiliate party
status.

ARTICLE 8: OFFICERS

1. The officers of the Party shall be:
-~ Chair,

-- Vice-Chair,

-- Secretary, and

-- Treasurer.

All of these officers shall be elected by a Regular Convention
of the Party, shall take office immediately upon the close of
the Convention and shall serve thereafter until the final
adjournment of the next Regular Convention. No person shall
serve as an officer who is not 2 member of the Party.

2. No offices shail be combined.

3. The officers shall be full voting members of the National
Committee,

4. The Chair shall preside at all Conventions and atl meetings
of the National Committee. The Chair is the chief executive
officer of the Party with full authority to direct its business
and affairs, including hiring and discharging of National
Committee volunteers and paid personnel, subject to express
National Committee policies and directives issued in the
exercise of the National Committee’s plenary control and
management of Party affairs, properties and funds.

5. The Vice-Chair shall be the chief assistant to the Chair,
performing such duties as the Chair shall prescribe, and
holding such executive powers as the Chair shall delegate
and shall perform the duties of the Chair in the event that the
Chair is, for any reason, unable to perform the duties of the
office.

6. The Secretary shall be the recording officer of the Party
and shall perform such duties as are assigned by the Chair or
the Natiopal Committee, The Secretary shall attend all
meetings of the National Committee and ail Party Conven-
tions and shall act as Secretary thereof, keeping such minutes
and records as necessary. The Secretary shail make an annual
report to the National Committee containing all information
required by the Committee.

7. The Treasurer shall receive, expend and account for the
funds of the Party under the supervision and direction of the
Chair and the National Committee. The Treasurer shail make
an annual financial report to the Nagional Committee and
shall perform all duties required of the office by applicable
federal and state law. .

8. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
officer by a vote of 23 of the entire National Committee.
The suspended officer may challenge the suspension by an
appeal in writing to the Judicial Committee within seven days
of receipt of notice of suspension. Failure to appeal within
seven days shall confirm the suspension and bar any later
challenge or appeal.

The Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing the
appeal between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal and
shall notify all interested persons, which persons shall have
the right to appear and present evidence and argument, At the
hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee’s suspension of the officer or order the
officer’s reinstatement within 30 days of the hearing. Failure
of the Judicial Commitice to rule within 30 days shail
constitute an affirmation of the National Committee’s
suspension of the officer. At such time as the suspension is
final, the office in question shall be deemed vacant.

9. The National Committee shall appoint new officers if
vacancies occur, such officers to complete the term of ihe
office vacated.

ARTICLE 9; NATIONAL COMMITTEE

1. The National Committee shail have control and manage-
ment of all the affairs, properties and funds of the Party
consistent with these Bylaws. The Libertarian National
Committee shall establish and oversee an organizational
structure to implement the purposes of the Party as stated in
Article 3. The National Committee shall adopt rules of
procedure for the conduct of its meetings and the carrying
out of its duties and responsibilities. The National Committee
may delegate its authority in any manner it deems necessary.

2. The National Committee shall be composed of the
following members:



a. the officers of the Party;

b. five members elected at large by the delegates at a Regular
Convention; and

¢. any additional members as specified below:

Any affiliate party with 10% or more of the total national
party membership (as determined for delegate allocation)
shall be entitled to one National Committee representative
and one alternate for each 10% of national membership.

Affiliate parties may, by mutual consent, band together to
form *‘representative regions,”” and each such “‘region” with
an aggregate national party membership of 10% or more shall
be entitled to one National Committee representative and one
alternate for each 10% of national party membership.

““Representative regions’’ may be formed or dissolved once
every two years during a period beginning 90 days before the
beginning of and ending on the second day of the National
Convention, and notice of new formations or dissolutions
must be given in writing to the nationat Secretary prior (0 the
close of the Convention at which they take place.

3, The Nationa! Committee shall take office immediately
upon the close of the Regular Convention at which they are
selected, and serve until the final adjournment of the next
Regular Convention.

4. A National Committee member shall be a member of the
Party, and shall not be the candidate of any party except the
Party or an affiliate.

5. The National Committee may, for cause, suspend any
member-at-large by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National
Committee. The suspended member-at-large may challenge
the suspension by an appeal in writing to the Judicial
Committee within seven days of receipt of notice of
suspension. Failure to appeal within seven days shall confirm
the suspension and bar any later challenge or appeal.

The Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing the
appeal between 20 and 40 days of receipt of the appeal and
shall notify ail interested persons, which persons shall have
the right to appear and present evidence and argument. At the
hearing the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the
appellant. The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the
National Committee’s suspension of the member-at-large or
order reinstatement of the member-at-large within 30 days of
the hearing. Failure of the Judicial Committee to rule within
30 days shall constitute an affirmation of the National
Committee’s suspension of the member-at-large. At such
times as the suspension is final, the office in question shall
be deecmed vacant.

6. The National Committee shall appoint new officers and
members-at-large if vacancies occur, such officers and
members-at-large to complete the term of the office vacated.

7. A National Committce Regional Representative may be
removed and replaced only by the act of the affiliate parties
which constitute the subject region. The voting procedure for

the removal and replacement of regional representatives shall
be determined by the regions, In the absence of any such
procedures, a majority voie of the state chairs shall prevail,

8. The National Committee shall meet at such times and
places as may be determined by:

-- action of the Committee,
-- calt of the Chair, or
-- written request of 1/3 or more of its members.

9, The National Committee may, without meeting together,
transact business by mail. The Secretary shall send out mail
ballots on any question submitted by the Chair or by at least
1/5 of the members of the Committee. Fifteen days shall be
allowed for the return of the votes cast, by mail, to the
Secretary. The Secretary shall establish procedures for
identifying voters in a mail ballot, and may accept votes
through any mail system, including facsimile and electronic
mail, for which such procedures have been established. Votes
from alternate regional representatives will be counted, .in
accordance with the ranking procedure of the region, only if
the regional representative fails to respond to the ballot. If, at
the expiration of the applicable period, a quorum of the
Commitiee have not returned their votes, the measure being
voted upon shall be deemed to have failed; in all other cases,
a majority of the votes returned shall carry the measure,
except where a higher vote is required by the Bylaws. The
Secretary shall preserve all such votes until the next meeting
of the National Committee, at which meeting the Committee
shall order the disposition of such votes.

10. A majority of the membership of the National Committee
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at all
meetings.

11. Upon appeal by 5% of the Party members, the Judicial
Committee shall consider the question of whether or not a
decision of the National Committee contravenes specified
sections of the Bylaws. If the decision is vetoed by the
Judicial Committee, it shall be declared null and void.

ARTICLE 10: JUDICIAL COMMITTEE

1. The Judicial Committee shall be composed of seven Party
members elected at each Regular Convention, and any five
members shall constitute a quorum, No member of the
National Committee may be a member of the Judicial
Committee. The members of the Judicial Committee shall
select the Chair of the Judicial Committee. The Judicial
Committee shall take office immediately upon the close of
the Regular Convention at which elected and shall serve until
the final adjournment of the next Regular Convention.

2. The subject matter jurisdiction of the Judicial Committee
is limited to consideration of only those matters expressly
identified as follows:

a. suspension of affiliate parties (Article 7, Section 6),
b. suspension of officers (Article 8, Section 8),




c. suspension of Natonal Commitiee members-at-large
(Article 9, Section 5),

d. voiding of National Committee decisions (Article 9,
Section 11},

e. challenges to platform planks (Rule 7, Section 7),
f. challenges to Resolations {(Rule 8, Section 2), and

g. suspension of Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates
{Article 13, Section 5).

3. Within 90 days following the Regular Convention at which
elected, the Judicial Committce shall establish Rules of
Appellate Procedure to govem its consideration of matters
within the scope of its jurisdiction. The existing Rules shall
remain in effect until and unless the Judicial Committee
submits new proposed rules to the National Committce for
approval, which approval shall be deemed given unless
denied by a 2/3 vote of the National Committee within 60
days of submission. A copy of the current Rules of Appellate
Procedure shall be maintained by the Secretary at the Party
Headquarters and shall be available to any member at cost,

ARTICLE 11: FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING

1. The fiscal term of the Party shall begin on January 1 of
each year, From January 1 until the National Committee has
approved a budget, the Treasurer may authorize expenditures
for any item incorporated in the previous year’s budget as
long as the level of expenditure is consistent with that
budget.

2. The National Committee shall canse an efficient double-
entry system of accounts to be installed and maintained.

3, All disbursements exceeding $20.00 shall be made solely
by check.

4, The National Committee shail have the power to designate
the depository of all funds of the Party, and shall appoint
such officers and employees as in its judgment may seem
advisable to deposit and withdraw funds.

5. The Party shall not borrow in excess of $2,000 totai
without prior approval by 2/3 vote of the National Commit-
tee. This shall not include current operating debt for trade
payables.

ARTICLE 12: CONVENTIONS
1. Regular Conventions:

The Party shail hold a Regular Convention every two years,
at a time and place selected by the National Commitice.
Regular Conventions shall be held sometime during the
- period of July of an odd-numbered year through June of an
even-numbered year, All business required to be conducted at
Regular Conventions shall be conducted at Regular Conven-
tions only.

2. Non-Regular Conventions:

In any year which does not include a Regular Convention, a

non-regular convention may be held at the discretion of the
National Committee.

3. Delegates:

a. Delegates shall be required to be members of either the
Party or an affiliate party. At all Regular Conventions
delegates shall be those so accredited who have registered at
the Convention. At all Non-Regular Conventions, any person
who wishes to attend may do so.

b. Any federal or state law to the contrary notwithstanding,
delegates to a Regular Convention shall be selecied by a
method adopted by each affiliatc party; provided however,
that only members of the Party as defined in these Bylaws, or
members of the affiliate party as defined in the constitution
or bylaws of such affiliate party, or those who have made the
certification required by Article 6 of these Bylaws, shall be
eligible to vote for the selection of delegates to a Regular
Convention.

4, Affiliate Party Delegate Entitiements:

Each affiliate party shall be entitled to send delegates to cach
Regular Convention on the following basis:

a. one delegate for each 20 members or fraction thereof, of
the National Party (at least onme such delegate must be a
resident of that state); plus

b. one additional delegate for cach one percent (1%)
{rounded) of the total vote cast for President in that state or
district which was received by the Party’s most recent
candidate for President.

5. Ex-Officio Delegates:

In addition, the following persons shall be ex-officio
delegates, automatically entitled 1o delegate status:

a. Nationat Officers;
b. National Committee members or their alternates;

¢. all former Party nominees for the Presidency and
Vice-Presidency of the United States; and

d. each state governor, U.S. Representative and U.S. Senator
who is a Party member and not affiliated with any other

party.
6. Delegate Allocation:

In order to be counted for delegate aliocation, membership
applications must be sent to the National Headquarters by
either the individual member or the affiiate party and
received or postmarked no later than the last day of the
seventh month prior to the Regular Convention. The
Secretary shall make a count of the members qualified under
the requirements set forth here and shall compute the
delegate allocations for the affiliate parties. Notification of
the membership totals and allocation totals shall be sent by
the Secretary to the Chair of each affiliate party no later than
the last day of the fifth month prior to a Regular Convention.



accordance with applicable law. A copy of these Bylaws and
Convention Rules shall be provided to each member of the
National Committee, each member of the Judicial Committee
and each Chair of an affiliate party within 90 days of
adoption.

CONVENTION RULES OF THE
LIBERTARIAN PARTY

RULE 1: ORDER OF BUSINESS

The standing order of business for a Regular Convention
shall be as follows:

1. Call to order

2. Credentials Committee report
3, Adoption of agenda

4. Treasurer’s report

5. Bylaws and Rules Committee report (Non-nominating
conventions only)

6. Platform Committee report (At non-Presidential nominat-
ing conventions only deletions may be considered.)

7. Nomination of Party candidates for President and
Vice-President (in appropriate years)

8. Election of Party Officers and at-large members of the
National Committee

9. Election of Judicial Committee
10. Resolutions

11. Other business

RULE 2: VOTING ELIGIBILITY

1. The Secretary, acting on behalf of the Credentials
Committee, shall report the number of delegates registered in
attendance and eligible to vote directly after the opening of
the first business session, and at the beginning of each
succeeding session.

2. All delegates shall be eligible to vote on all matters. In
order to vote on a given matter, a delegate must be present
on the floor at the time the vote is taken, Each delegate
present shall have one vote. Use of the unit rule or unit
voting is prohibited at national conventions.

3. Duly selected alternates may be freely substituted for any
members of their delegation, except for ex-officio delegates,
who are temporarily or permanently absent from the floor,
provided the procedure has been clearly specified by the
affiliate party in advance of the Convention, and the
Secretary has been provided with lists of the affiliate party’s
delegates and alternates as well as a copy of the affiliate
party’s rules governing substitutions,

4. An alternate, upon certification by the Secretary, may
function as a delegate whenever a delegate of the same state
has not been registered in attendance, This status shall
continue until the absent delegate registers in attendance, If
the affiliate party has made no provision for filling delegate
vacancies, the alternate substitute shall be decided by
drawing lots.

5. If the affiliate party has made no other provision, an
alternate may temporarily vote in place of a delegate from
the same state while he or she has the written consent of that
delegate; however, no delegate may cast more than one vote
on a question,

6. All members must wear the identification badge issued
upon registration in order to be admitted to the Convention
hall.

RULE 3: VOTING PROCEDURE AND MOTIONS

1. On all matters, except the election of Party Officers and
at-large members of the National Committee, and the
nomination of Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates,
voting will be by voice vote. If ten or more delegates object
to the Chair’s ruling on the outcome of a voice vote, a
counted vote wiil be held.

2. The Chair may require any motion offered from the
Convention floor to=be in writing, signed by the mover and
submitted to the Secretary.

RULE 4: POLLING PROCEDURE

1. The State Chair shall serve as chair of his or her
delegation, unless that delegation selects another of its
members to serve as its chair and so notifies the Secretary.

2. In cases where a roll call vote is required, polling shall be
by state. The Secretary will ask for the vote from each state -
in alphabetical order, and the chair of each delegation shall
report the vote for that state, The Convention seating will be
by state delegation. If someone challenges the vote reported
by any state’s chair, the Secretary shall poll the delegates
from that state individuoally.

RULE 5: COMMITTEE PROCEDURES

1. A majority vote of those Committee members present is
necessary for a *‘do pass’ recommendation, and in the case
of the Platform Committee, a majority must approve each
specific plank separately.

2. Four or more members of the Platform Committee may
join together to issue a minority report regarding any plank
reported to the floor of the Convention. Two or more
members of the Bylaws and Rules Committee or of the
Credentials Committee may join together to issue a minority
report regarding their business.

3. A member must be present in Committee to vote.

4. More than 172 of the membership of each committee shali
constitute a quorum,




A list of the names and addresses of all delegates and
alternates chosen by each affiliate party shall be sent to the
Secretary no later than one month prior to start of the first
general session of the Regular Convention, Amendments to
such lists may be made by the affiliate parties until the close
of the Credentials Committee meeting preceding the Conven-
tion. The number of alternates’ names submitted shall not
exceed the greater of 50 or the number of delegates allocated.
Failure to submit a listing of delegatefalicrnate names and
addresses, as prescribed within these Bylaws, shall cause no
delegation to be registered from that affiliate party,

7. Delegate List:

Any Party member shall be provided, upon requesi and
payment of copying ard mailing costs, a list of the names
and addresses of all elected delegates/alternates to a
Convention,

8. Convention Committees;

There shall be a Platform Committee, a Bylaws and Rules
Committee and a Credentials Committee for each Regular
Convention. The National Commiltce shall appoint a tempor-
ary chair of each committee to serve until each committee
selects its own chair.

a. The Bylaws and Rules Committee shall consist of ten
Party members appointed by the National Committee no later
than three months before a Regular Convention, No more
than five of these members shall be members of the current
National Committee.

b. The Platform Committee shall consist of 20 members
selected as follows:

--One member by each of the ten affiliate parties having the
largest memberships as determined for Convention delegate
alocations. These shall be selected by each of the affiliate
parties no later than one month prior to the Regular
Convention.

--Ten members appointed by the National Committee,
including no less than five members from states other than
the ten having the largest Party memberships., These
members shall be appointed no later than three months prior
to the Regular Convention,

¢, The Credentials Committee, composed of ten members,
shall be selected as follows:

--Five members chosen by the National Committee.

--One member by each of the five affiliate parties having the
largest memberships as determined for Convention delegate
affocations. These shall be selected by each of the affiliate
partics no later than one month prior to the Regular
Convention.

d. Ranked alternates may be named by the appointing bodies
to fill any vacancies in the Convention Committees.

9. Quorum:
A quorum shall consist of 40% of the total number of

delegates registered in attendance at the Convention,
10. Convention Rules:

Conventions of the Party shall be conducted in accordance
with the current Bylaws and Convention Rules, unless
otherwise amended at a Regular Convention.

ARTICLE 13: PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE-PRESIDEN-
TIAL CAMPAIGNS

1. Nominations of candidates for President and Vice-
President of the United States may be made only at the
Regular Convention immediately preceding a Presidential
election.

2. No candidate may be nominated for President or
Vice-President who is ineligible under the United States
Constitation, who has not expressed a willingness to accept
the nomination of the Party, or who is not a member of the

Party,

3. In the event of the death, resignation, disqualification or
suspension of the nomination of the Party’s nominee for
President, the Vice-Presidential nominee shall become the
Presidential nominee, Fwo-thirds of the entire membership of
the National Committee may, at a meeting, fill a Vice-
Presidential vacancy, and, if necessary, a simultaneous
Presidential vacancy.

4, The National Committce shall respect the vote of the
delegates at Nominating Conventions and provide full
sapport for all nominees for President and Vice-President as
long as their campaigns are conducted in accordance with the
Platform of the Party.,

5. A candidate’s nomination may be suspended by a 3/4 vote
of the entire membership of the National Commitiee at a
meeting, That candidate’s nomination shall then be declared
nall and void unless the suspended candidate appeals the
suspension to the Judicial Committee within seven days of
receipt of notification of suspension. The resolution of
suspension must state the specific reasons for suspension and
must be signed by each member of the National Commiitee
agreeing thereto. The Judicial Committee shall meet and act
on this appeal within 30 days and before the election.

ARTICLE 14: PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules
of Order, Newly Revised shall govern the Party in all cases *
to which they are applicable and in which they are not
inconsistent with other rules adopted by the Party.

ARTICLE 15: AMENDMENT

1. These Bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 vote of the
delegates at any Regular Convention.

2. Article 4, Section 1, shall not be amended by a vote of less
than 7/8 of all registered delegates at a Regular Convention.

ARTICLE 16: PROMULGATION OF BYLAWS
The National Committee shall promulgate the Bylaws in



RULE 6: DEBATING AND VOTING -- BYLAWS AND
RULES

The Chair of the Bylaws and Rules Commitiee shall report
each recommendation of the Committee to the Convention
separately and may explain the intent or purpose of the
proposed amendment(s). The Convention Chair shall open
each recommendation to discussion and amendment from the
floor. Each recommendation shail be considered and adopted
separately, with a maximum of ten minutes discussion on any
recommendation,

RULE 7: DEBATING AND VOTING -- PLATFORM

1. The current Platform shall serve as the basis of all future
platforms. At Regular Conventions, the existing Platform
may be amended. Additional planks, or additions to planks,
must be approved by 2/3 vote. A platform plank may be
deleted by majority vote.

2. The Platform Committce shall meet before each Regular
Convention and prepare a report containing its recommenda-
tions. At the convention, the Platfform Comemittee's recom-
mendations shall be reported to the floor and debated and
voted upon separately. The Platform Committee shall set
forth the order in which each recommendation shall be
considered.

3, Recommendations for which there is no minority report
shall be debated and voted upon in the following manner:

a. The Platform Committee Chair, or some other person
designated by him or her, shall read the proposed recommen-
dation and shall have up to two minutes to explain the
recommendation.

b. The Convention Chair shall then open the recommendation
to discussion and amendment for a period of 15 minutes. At
the end of 15 minutes, a vote will be taken on whether to
bring the recommendation (as amended, if this is the case) to
a final vote. If a majority vote is in favor of immediate
consideration, the vote to accept or reject the recommenda-
tion must follow immediately. If a majority vote is against
immediate consideration, the proposed recommendation shall
be tabled for later consideration after all other recommenda-
tions receiving a favorable majority vote from the Platform
Committee have been considered.

4, Recommendations for which there is a minority report
shall be debated and voted upon in the following manner:

a. Spokespersons for both the majority and minority positions
shall each have two minutes to present their views.

b. The Chair shall then open consideration of both positions
for five minutes during which time any delegatcs may
express their views without offering amendments. After five
minutes, there will be a vote on which of the two reporis
shall be considered for purposes of adopting a recommenda-
tion. The report receiving the greater number of voles shail
then be discussed and voted upon in the manner described in
Section 3,

5. After all Committee recommendations have received initial
consideration, any delegate may propose amendments to the
Platform. The delegate may take up to two minutes to state
and explain the proposal, with debating and voting to proceed
as described in Section 3b.

6. Finally, if time permits, proposals which were considered
by the Platform Committee but which received an unfavor-
able vote from a majority of the Commitige, may be
considered, with a spokesperson for the minority position
giving the reasons in favor and the Platform Commitiee Chair
or other representative of the majority position giving the
reasons why it was voted down, before the proposal is taken
to the floor for debate.

7. Challenges of adopted Party planks believed by 10% of the
delegates to be in conflict with the Statement of Principles
shail be referred in writing, during the Convention, to the
Judicial Committee by the delegates requesting action for
consideration. The challenge shall specify in what manner the
plank is believed to be in conflict. The Judicial Committee
shall consider the challenge, decide whether the Statement of
Principles is conformed to and report their findings and
reasons to the Convention. If the plank is vetoed by the
Judicial Committee, it will be declared null and void but can
be reinstated by a 3/4 vote of the Convention.

RULE 8: RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolutions must be approved by a 2/3 vote.

2. Resolutions must not be in conflict with the Statement of
Principles. Challenges of such adopted Resolutions believed
by 10% of the delegates to be in conflict with the Statement
of Principles shall be referred in writing, during the
Convention, to the Judicial Committee by the delegates
requesting action for consideration. The challenge shall
specify in what manner the Resolution is believed to be in
conflict. The Judicial Committee shall consider the challenge,
decide whether the Statement of Principles is conformed to,
and report their findings and reasons to the Convention. If the
Resolution is vetoed by the Judicial Committee, it will be
declared null and void but can be reinstated by a 3/4 vote of
the Convention.

RULE 9: NOMINATION Of PRESIDENTIAL AND
VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

1. Presidential and Vice-Presidential nominations shall be
from the floor. Each delegation shall tabulate its total vote,
and the delegation chair shall deliver a written total to the
Secretary, When all the delegations have submitted their
votes, the Secretary shall declare the voting closed. At this
point; an announcement of each delegation’s vote total shall
be made by delegation chairs in alphabetical order beginning
with a randomly selected delegation.

2. The Party's nominee for President shall be chosen by
majority vote, If, after two ballots, no candidate has attained
a majority, the candidate with the fewest votes on the latest
ballot shall be struck from subsequent ballots. This procedure
shall be repeated after every subsequent ballot in which no




candidate has received a majority vote, until one candidate
attains a majority,

3, The Party’s nominee for Vice-President shall be chosen by
the same procedure as for the Presidential nominee except
that the Presidential nominee shall have the privilege of
addressing the Convention for 5 minutes, after nominations
have been made but before voting has begun, for the purpose
of endorsing or objecting o any of the Vice-Presidential
nominees.

4, Nominating and seconding speeches shall be limited in
duration as follows:

President: Total of 16 minutes;
Vice-President: Total of 11 minutes.

RULE 10: ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND NATIONAL
COMMITTEE

1. Nominations for Party Officers shall be from the floor,
with any national or affiliate party member eligible to run for
any office. The election shall be conducted in the following
manner:

a. For each office, a majority vote will be necessary for
election,

b. Each delegation shall tabulate its total vote, and the
delegation chair shall deliver a written total to the Secretary.
When all delegations have submitted their votes, the
Secretary shall declare the voting closed.

¢. At this point, an announcement of each delegation’s vote
total shall be made by delegation chairs in alphabetical order
beginning with a randomly selected delegation.

d. In cases where no candidate receives a majority, runoff
votes will be held, dropping the candidate with the fewest
votes after each ballot.

2. Nominations for the at-large members of the National
Committe¢ shall be from the floor, with all national or
affiliate party members eligible for nomination. The election
shall be conducted in the following manner:

a. Bach delegate may cast up to five votes, but no more than
one vote for any one candidate.

b. Each delegation shall tabulate its total vote, and the
delegation chair shall deliver a written total to the Secretary.
When all delegations have submitted their votes, the
Secretary shall declare the voting closed.

c. At this point, an announcement of each delegation’s vote
total shall be made by delegation chairs in alphabetical order
beginning with a randomly selected delegation.

d. Those five candidates receiving the highest vote totals
shall be declared elected. If a tie vote affecting the outcome
of the election occurs, another baliot for the remaining
offices shall be held with each delegate allowed to cast as
many votes as there are offices to fill,

3. Nominations and elections for members of the Judicial
Committee shall be conducted in the same manner as
specified for at-large members of the National Commitice.

4, Nominations for cach candidatc may be made by any
delegate present on the floor, provided he or she has the
candidate’s permission. Nominating speeches shall be limited
in duration as follows:

a. Chair: one five-minute nominating speech, two three-
minute seconding speeches;

b. All others: one two-minuie nominating speech, two
one-minute seconding speeches.

5. In the event a region has notl otherwise provided for the
election of its regional representative to the National
Committee then the delegates from the region shall elect its
regional representative, provided there are at least five
delegates present. Each Region's delegates may elect their
representative in whatever manner they choose, provided all
delegates present from that region are given equal voice in
the selection. h

RULE 11: NONE OF THE ABOVE

Votes cast for ““None of the Above’’ in voting on the Party’s
nominees for President and Vice-President, the Party Offi-
cers, and at-large members of the National Committee, shalk
be considered valid, Should a majority of the votes be cast
for ““Nome of the Above'’ in the Presidential or Vice-
Presidential balloting, no candidate shall be nominated for
that office. Should ““None of the Above’’ be selected for any
Party office, that position shall be declared vacant and none
of the losing candidates for that position may be selected to
fill the vacancy for that term of office.

RULE 12: AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES

The Convention Rules may be amended by a 2/3 vote at a
Regular Convention.
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