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PI,ANNTNG FOR FEXEDOM?

Some Senators I Thougi:ts, and" Comment

by Robert 0sterlu.nd.

As a follow-up to the article on central-
ired. economic planning that appeared in
these page$ a few months &gor I sent the
following letter to the twc Illinois Sen-
ators, Percy and Sterrenson:

"My d.ear Senator I

'!fn recent weeks, two of your colleagues
in the Senate, Senators Humphrey and-
Javits, ha\re introd-uced- the t Balanced.
National Growbh and" Development 8i11, I

r,flrich cal1s for afl economic planning
agency within the Erecutive Office of
the Presid.ent .

"I arn opposed- to this bi11, and. any others
Iike it, and. f urge you to work for its
d"efeat. Not only would- it necessi tate
the creation of yet another huge, pon-
d-erous fed.eral bureaucracy, it would be
unworkable and. of dubi"ous value besid.es .

The free market is the best system 'known
for the processing of d.iff\rse economic
informatlon, preci sely hecause it is d.e *
eentralized.. Far from faeilitating the
efficient operation of the market, a
centralized- planning agency woul-d tend
to stralght j acket it . F\rrther, the d.e -
cisions of the planning agency would be
subject to the desires of politieal
pressure groups and- special interests,
and not suhj ect to the trrre need.s and.
d-esires of all the people . (Ur* only
true guarantee of the rlghts of mlnor-
ities --their economic independenee--
would- disappear in a system of all-or-
nothing majority rule. )

"ft canrrot be said. that the planning board.
wouId" only serve in anadvisorycapacity.

(continued. on page T )
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by Ed. Monger

the Dr Page County Fairground,s at Wheaton
was the site of the 2nd- annual appearaltce
of the Libertarian Club of Drpagets "Stow-
case of Free Enterprise, " from July ?4ttr
to the ?Tt,*t. In contrast to last year, s
County Fair, when the display was Located.
in an open-air tent, this year the showcase
moved. to more posh quarters in the main
exhibit huild.ing,
In preparation for this year's fair, a
special portable booth was constructed. by
Libertarian Party of lllinois Chairman Stevg
Nelson. Assisting in the implementation of
the bootht s decoration were Fran i{ott and.
I4p L,atimer. This booth will be avail-able
for other Llbertarian fbnetions in the
f\rture, particularly the upcoming Young
Ameri"cans for Freedom Convention.

At the fair itself, response to the show-
case ind.icated. a grass -roots dlsenchantment
with the mold.y br,rreaucracy of the twomajor
parties. Although a few seemed. uncomfort-
able about the aspects of having a govern-
ment whieh utrrheld. their rights instead of
f\rlfilling their need.s, most of those r,rtro

stopped to ask que stions T^rere interested.
in Libertarianism.
Representatives of the LCD who passed. out
literature and. answered- questlons were
Joseph DeJan, Ron Harrison, Bonnie Kaplan,
Richard. La.tlmer, I{yn l"a,timer, Ed Monger,
Steve Nelson, JoAnn Nelson, Don Parrish,
Mike Shlikas, Bernie Sommer, ffid Peg tr'lharton.

In ad,d.ition to a wid.e selection of publi-
cationsr Fosters, bumper stickers, and
sl.ogan buttons, a contest which utilized
the theme of myriad. taxation, "flle fncred"-
ible Bread. Machi-ne, " was hel4 for the pur -
pose of surveying the public as to their

(continued. on page 2)
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ON PI,AYING YOUR C4RPS RIffiIT

by James D. McCawIeY

While I applaud Joe Cobb I s insistence that
Iibertari-ans devote more attention to short-
run goals, T would like to. add a couple of
cautionary footnotes to his article, "Short-
Run Goa1s and. Icng-Run Obieetives."
trlhite Joe is correet that "there is no moral
imperative wkrich says that you nrust expose
yolrr entire hand. of cards at one time, t' one
rnust also keep in mind- the d-anger that par-
tial d-iselosure of one I s hand. will mislead
people as to what the rest of one's hand-
is, perhaps even mislead- people as regards
r,.rtrat gafire you think yourre playing. fhe
specific example Joe cites is a ease in
point: Just saying "Abolish the property
tax" is misleading, since i-t suggests that
there is something special about that tax
and. that your opposition is just to speci--
fic taxes because of speclfic things wrong
with each, rather than to taxation in gen-
eral. A Libertaria.n' s opposition to a
property tax ought to at l-east touch on
broad. enough issues so that his aud-ience
will realize that his position on that par-
tieular tax is part of a general anti*tax
policy . Indeed., controversies about par -
ticular tanes provid.e an excellent context
for more general anti -tax agitation.
Depending on who the libertarian agitator
is, libertarian agitation on certain speci-
fic issues is liable to conflrsion wlth the
special plead-lng that constitutes so much
of politicat agitation tod-ay. fhrus, the
libertarian agitating against property
ta;ces should take care that the arguments
he offers are not the same ones that are
o.ffered. by those who merely want the taxes
to be taken out of someone else t s pockets.
One way in r,rrtrich Libertarians can avoid
this particular danger offers great possi-
bilities for favorahle publicity for liher-

, tarian positions. f propose that every
libertarian be especially vocal in opposing
those taxes, subsi-d.ies, and. restrictions
wlrich alleged.ly benefit groups to which he
helongs. For example, Ilbertarians wkro

teaeh ln primary and. second-ary sehools
ought to be partlcularly active in opposing
government expend.itures on education and-

in advoc ating the repeal of eomprrlsory
school attendance laws, Lihertarians in-
volved. in sclentific research or r-rniversity

'_ , . 
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teaehing ought to be partieularly active
in opposi-ng MS, NSF, NH{, and- aIL the
other sources of governruent research grants
(*,d John Hospers should- withdraw the ed-i*
tion of Lihertarianism whose cover blurb
mentions that he once was a F\rlhright Scholar
--thatts something to confess and repent
for, not to flaunt ). It should- be those
(f:-te me ) who prefer getting around- by hi-
cycle and. subway lrkro d.enounce subsidies for
mass transportation; it should he car freaks
like Machan and Rothbard. wtro attack highway
subs id"ie s . You of course should-n t t conceal
your opposition to taxes that hit you ha-:rd-

and. subsid-ies that put you at a disadvan-
tage. However, i.t' s hard.er to project lib-
ertarian ideology when your posi-tion is
i,rhat most peopte would expect it to be,
regardle s s of id"eo logy ; it take s effort to
keep people from putting you into pigeon-
holes, and" r,ftro but a libertarian has a
Iibertarian pigeonhole ?

r(++(++t+
DU PAGE COUNTY FAIR (Cont'd- from page I)
knowledge of the significance of taxation.
a $fO first prize was und-erwritten by I.CD

Presid-ent Don Parrish to the person l,frro
could- best answer the question, ttCart yotl
naJne an item in your possession wtrich has
never been taned. either d"ireetly or inq-}-
rectly?" ft became readily apparent that
most of the appticants were hard. pressed"
to d-istinguish the meani-ng of the word
"ind.irect" in this eontext .

After a Lengthy deliheration, a wirrner was
chosen hy the IID members at the July 30th
meeting. Ihe grand prize was awarded to
Ms. Staeie Bopka of Hheaton. Her answer,
ttltere is no such thingr t' was chosen as
most accurate, based. upon the word.ing of
the question. An entry stating, "I have a
ptant from the wi-Id. haclntood-s of Northern
Canad.a, " suhrnitted- hy lulr' Sean OtBrien of
GIen E1lyn, was picked as runner-up. Bcept
for the tax levied. on the f\rel requirecl to
transport the plant from Northern Canad-a
to GIen Ellyn, that entry would have taken
the top prize. Mr. O'Brien wiII receive a
complimentary copy of "The Incredible tsread
Machine" for his effort. Some of the hon-
orable mention entries were very interest-
ing, although not fitting into the eriteria
of the acceptable aJrswer. ftrey would. he
printed here except for the possibility
that certain governmental agencies would

(continued- on page I )
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Frsr IEIE, QU4]GRS. ANA

]}IE RIGHT TO BE CT{AEITABIE

hy Robert Osterlu.nd.

T?easury Department officials, acting on
the recorrurend.ations of the Department of
State, have d-enied, the Ameriearr Friends
Servi-ce Committee, or Qpakers, permi-ssion
to send. tteconomictt assistance to North and.
South Vietnam. Licenses haue been approved.
to ship $)f5, oOo in 'humanitarian" aid.--
med.ieal arrd. school supplie s and- food-; but
th* Treasury Department said" no to shipping
ff32r,0O0 worth of fish nets, farm tillers,
and. workshops for the war-hand"icapped..
Better to give a matr fish than to teach
him to fl sh .

trr]hen South Vietnara felI last MaFr Presid.ent
Ford ord-ered the evacuatlon of over I00, O0O
of its people, without any legal justifica-
tion. No matter : ft r/[as the ttmoral thing
to d.o" and. generous besid-es. ThePesid.ent
c arr afford to he generous ; it ' s hard"ly hi s
money that is paying for the lod"ging and-
resettlement of al-l- those ref\rgees . As for
the refugees he left behind, remember:
charity begi-ns at home . Never mind- that
the United States plefued" itself in the
Paris Peace Accords to aid- in the recon-
structi-on of war-torn Vietnam. Vietnam is
the enemy; we only help our friend.s. The
Soviets, for instance (recipients of low-
interest loans, cheap wheat, lend.-Iease,
and other American give-aways ). Ihe very
same Soviets lftro supplied. most of the arms
of the North Vietnamese, our enemies, fte
friend-s of our friend.s are our enemies.
Ah, the mysteries of Detente I

Under the provisions of the fed.eral Trad.ing
with the Enemy Act, Chairman Wallace T.
Collet of the Friends' hoard. of d.irectors
and other officials could- receive up to 10
years in jail and a fine of up to $fO, OOO

if they go ahead. with the aid- shipment.
They have pledged" to do so and. are prepared
to face the consequences. But is our gov-
ernment prepared. to own up to its contra-
d-ictions ? And will Libertaria.:rs olm up to
their Statement of Principles and denounce
this infringement of the Quakers t rights ?

Tlie Statement of kinciples of the liher-
tarian Party hold-s that "people should not
he forced. to sacrifice their Lives and.
property for the henefit of others.tt And

by implication of the right to life, neither
should- people be forced not to sacrifice
their J-1ves and propertyTor the benefit
of others. The right to he charitable is
coequal with the right to he selfish, inso-
far as hoth are noncoercive.

What is coercive about giving fish nets
to Vietnam? Is the government afraid. the
Vi-etnamese wil]- use them to snare one of
our submarines ? No, the concern is that
in giving economic aid (in the form of pro*
ductive capital ) to the enemy, they might
thereby he able to shift resources away
from productlon for peace to production for
wa^r (which would make the world- a lot less
safer for medd,Iesome Treasury Department
officials, no doubt ) . ftre euakers don I t
share this concernr or at Least the fear.
Or maybe the Quakers view their charity as
atonement for the United. States t monstrous
d.estructi-veness in the Vietnam War, a war
the Quakers never wanted. any part of . They
may be irrational in thelr guilt (or might
it be simple, Ctrristian charityt )--nut whc's
tc d.eny them their right to irrational_ity ?

Some might think lt odd. for a lihertarian
to be d-efending charityl others mi-glnt think
it irrelevant or uu-necesse,ry. But a d_efense
of charj-ty E necessary, apparently. How
many ti-mes ffis a tribertari-an nde Objectiuist
pronounced" something like the following:
ttfrre essence of libertarianism is a negation
of altruismtt ? No, flor lto. The essenee of
libertarianism may be found., neatl-y srrrfina-
rized", in the Libertarian Party' s Statement
of kinciples, paragraph two: "We hold- that
all ind-ividuals have the right to €xer*
cise sole dominion over their own lives,
and have the right to live in wkratever
manner they choose, so long as they d-o not
forcihly interfere with the equal right
of others to live in r,#r.ate\rer manner they
choose." Rational Egoism is no more tih-
ertarian than Rational Altruism, if byttrationalt' one meafls the absence of coercion.
Lthertariariism and. sel-f -imposed. (inflicted ? )
alt:rui sm ar e not ant ithet ic al . It i s po s -
sible to he a libertarlan altrulst.
Libertaria;nism, then, is hasically not a
phllosophy of shoul-ds, but a philosophy of
should- nots. Und-er lihertarianism you are
free to be an Ohjectivist or an Altruist,
a benefactor or a heggar, a wise man or a
fool; you may be anything you want (short
of a slave)--nut ne it in peace.
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Frl\rANCrNG {FFEpolvi

hy Steve Nelson, Chaizman

13re foruation of a new political party is
an end-less series of hurdles, each higher
than the 1ast, until at last the acquisi-
tion of real political power begins to
Iower them agaln. No hetter example exists
than that of party financingl LPI has had.
a long struggle first to have any money at
aII, then to have enough for continuity of
effort, and finally to cure a chronic eash -
flow problem. fhese problems having been
solved. (ur mueh as such problems ever are;
constant attention zurd- effort are needed. ),
LPI faces a vastly higfrer hurd"le: the fi-
nancing of the LW6 carnpaign.

The treasury is now ad.eqrrate for d.ay-to-day
operations, since we have approximately a
thousand- d-ollars (give or take a hundred),
and. we have maintained- that level through-
out LW5 without the wild- swings that used-
to eharacteri-ze our cash balances I see the
Treasurer I s Report on pege for a rund-own
of the yearts operations]. But the abso-
Lute mi-nimum needed. for a ng+.+Pal L976 calrr-
paign is.some five thousand d.ollars, lrtrieh
will simply pay for a few bumper stickers,
brochures, and. travel expenses.

Let us look at this nominal campaign. Tt
inciudes:
20, OOO J -fotd. flyers (governor

& lieutenant governor )
11 000 campaign buttons
Fhone bills
Tbavel & Iod-ging (6 weekend- trips

for cand.j-d.ates & advance )
Stationery & postage
l, O0O bumper stickers

TotaI

$r, 5oo
100
500

1,260
I, 300

100

$[,TE6-
ft d.oes not lnelude any med.ia ad.vertising,
arry prom6t-ion at all- for the presid.ential
candid-ate, or for the lesser Illinois can-
di-dates. Clear1y, this is about as nominal
as a nominal campaign can get--short of
another t'conscience " campaign .

first in case this is insufficientlyd.epress-
ing, let|s take a look at another nice-to-
d.o maneuver. In the course of baltot pe-
titioning (and" we will have the money for
that ), we will nec-essarily have acquired
the narres +nd ad.dresses of 50r 000 registered"
voters. Each of these voters will have

had" at least one personal contact with the
Libertarian Party i:nd.er fairly favorable
circumstances, and" it would therefore be
iaiise to attempt to use them as a nucleus
for otl-r vote. Unfortunately, the cost of
mailing just one brochure to each of them
looks }ike this:
Cost of transferring petition

sheets to Stitty-Uaks
Printing (assuming typesetting

alread-y d-one )
Mailing (trrira clas s at . ob )

Miscellaneous
Total

$ 5ro

21 2OO

3, ooo
130

$5,90o

Hoo hahi Six times our present treasury
just to geffine god-d.am brochure to a tiny
fraction of the electorate. trrlhat can we
d.o ?

LetI s look at some of the things that d-onrt
work (in this contert ), just to get them
cleared out of the way. tr\rnd--raising ban-
quets, conference s, etc ., raise money in
the low hundred.s at best. Fair booths and
similar expo sitory maJleuver s co st money .
Entrepreneurial ventures (everffiing from
selling coins to owning our olln rail-road.
has been suggested-) involve capital sums
that look just about like campaign costs
and- usually lose money for several years
at the start.
Thrings that do work? To begin with, we can
assure the fi--nancing of a nominal campaign
right out of our o'wn pockets. By next
summer, LPI should have a membership of 2)0;
an average of twenty hucks apiece witl d.o

it--and there are d.amn few lPlers who really
can't dig that up over a year.

FUrther, there is the possibility 'of a snow-
balling ad campaign, lffrich i-s to sayr a
growing seri-es of ad-s ostensihly promoting
Libertarianism hut actually intend-ed- to
raise money for the next and- Iarger ad-. Thte

d.lfficulty here i s that thi s sort of thing
is strictly for the IR professional and is
very risky 1n any event . LPf itself mtrst
necessarily avoid financ.ial liahility; ef-
forts are being made (with some progress )
to line up the people and seed money re-
quired..

Finally, there i s the assid-uous prosecution
of all those things we can d-o that don't
eost moneyl perhaps our rebuttal writers
will be better appreciated---and emulated.-*
after this review of what things cost,

I
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MOBAL A3'ffi]ME}IT AGA]NST TAXATION

-

by Rohert Rand.al-I & Jeff, SlTrith

Taxation i s the proce ss hy taf,rich property
(u.g,, rtroney) ir transfemed- from prlvate
sources to puhlic (governmental ) treasuries.
ff the payment of taxes were a strictly
voluntary act by each taxpayer, wi.thout the
threat of civll and,/or criminal prosecution
for failure to eomply, taxation would not
be immoral. It is the compulsory nature of
taxation, lfrrich i s trre*ffinvoluntagy
servitud-e ( slavery ), that is immoral.

Ttrere is a vital d-ifference between the
nature of the tax statutes and that of the
cri-minal statutes, for example. Criminal
statutes exist for the protection of ind"i-
vidual rights, r,rtrereas taxes represent a
violation of those rights. The protection
o:i@ is necessariry a matter of d-e-
fining the limits of one's actions, namely,
at the point where they violate the rights
of other individuals. This in no way com-
pels anyone to take a specific action, only
to observe the rights of others. However,
when the State d"emand-s that an individual
relinquish a portion of his assets, und-er
penalty of imprisonment, fines, or confis-
c ation, the State becomes the oppressor of
the ind-lvidual. The sarne is tnre of any
other claim that the State may place upon
the pri-vate citlzen, such as the Military
Draft. The issue is: fs the government the
owner of your life ?

Tkre right of an individual to his owrr life
is the only fund-amental rigfrt, of which the
right to llberty and- property are necessary
consequences. (Wltnout llfe, the terms
tiherty and. property are meaningless . With-
out the right to liherty and- property, the
individual is a slave. ) Since the proper
fbnction of government is the protecti-on
of these rigltts, there is every reason to
expect that people would be wilJ.ing to pay
for this protection per se. That is, the
protection of one's rights is a valuS like
an insurance policy or safe depoffibox,
and the end. of taxation would not result
in the end- of goverrrnrent altogether. the
abolition of ta:catlon is a just and. proper
limitation on the role of government in a
free society, and- protects the private cit-
i-zen from the otherwise inevitable grow-th
of governmental power and- irresponsihility.

IPI TEEAST]RY REFORT

Balance beginning of year $r, a56.39

Miscellaneous income
News ltr sub scr j-ptions
Memberships
Sa]-e of literature
fncome Execom Dirrner

Total income

Mise expenses
H:one expenses
Stationery expenses
Newsletter expenses
Room rental
GoId- Conf. mailing
Chmnts Contin. F\rnd

Total expendi-ture

Bal-ance as ot f /Zf /f n

$tu.
24.

23o.75

$?13 Jz
$ ryl+.oo

't ?o 71LJJ.IL

tr, ? ar7)J, JI
3,59 .r7
)0 .00

L9? "51
hg, )+9

$LLrf -5e

00
00
00
00

34) .
D

$p[a.4r

tr'ran Holt, fbeasurer

+( ++ t+ t+ ++

The BiIl of Rights states that private
property shall not be taken for public use
without just compensation. What ls "just
eompensation" for $5.oot Is it a bureau-
cracy that squand.ers tanr revenues on for-
eign and. domestic subsid.y programs ? Is 1t
a Congress that cannot so much as balance
a budget ? Is it a mountain of feoeral clebt ?

Every year the government need.s more and-
more tax revenues to finance an endless
flood of new legislation, wi:ich creates
more ageneies, bureaus, and. commlssions,
r,rtrich regulate yet another aspeet of our
Li-ve s, wtrich never phase out of existenc e,
and- for which the taxpayer just pays . .

and pays . . . at3.d- pays.

So long as the government has the polrer to
tax, it has the power to enslave. Taxation
is not necessary to finance the essential
husiness of govertrment, which is the pro-
tection of the rig!:ts of private citizens.
Taxation is necessary for the perpetuatlon
and. growth-tf a hureaucragy which has he -
come the instrument of our oun d.estruction.
flre choice i s as basic, zutd- as urgent, as
life and. d-eath.

[The preceding is a portion of the anti-
tax literature hand-ed- out to 2r 000 persons
at the d.emonstration ln Ctricago April 1r. ]
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MI}II]TES OF JULY MENTTNG

I. Announcements

fI" Old Busi-ness.
A. YAF Convention Report. A suite has

b6en rented. at the eonuention for 4 days
at a eost of $roo. ft is clear by now irr*t
the Illinois YAF will d.issolve after the
conuention, and. its members wiII be refemed.
to LPf . flre d.ecision of whether or not to
charge {o, drinks will be mad_e on the spot
( supply/d.emand" ) .

E. Cand-j.d.ates I Statements . Steve Nelson
played taped statements by Kay Hamoff and.
Guy Biggs. Roger MaeBrid.e was not avail-
ab1e. I See page g, however. ]
C. Election of Delegates and. Alternates,

This was postponed. until more members ar-
r ived

ffl. New Busj.ness.
A. Memhership Drlve. LpI needs a more

vlgorous membership d.ri-ve. Several sugges-
tions were made, and the following plans
are heing or will be pursued:

1. Volunteers (4 ) will scan the major
Ctrlcago papers ( Ietters to the editor"s ) for
Ilbertarizur positions . Names and. ad.dresses
will be researched and" forward.ed^ to .the
Secretary, at *rich time a packet will be
mailed" to the indi-vidual. A1I LpI members
ean help in this marrner by scanning loca1
papers, Reason Magazine, and professional/
trad.e magazi_nes.

2. NOTA is sponsoring a speakers progra.ur
this fall and w'inter to-attrlct p"o*p**tive
members. Speakers are being solicited now
for this program. Send. names of speakers
to the Secretary (eob Randal1 , L|36 W. Far-
welI, #2C, Ckricago, f Il . 6O6261 .

3-. DrPage Cor"rnty Fair. IflD, with finan-
cial assistarree from Lpf, inaugurated. an
excellent booth this year in the main build-
ing of the DuPage Cor:nty Fair. Besponse
was consid"ered to be good compared to last
year, but it can be even better by planning
f\rrther ahead".

h. WilI County Fair. A d.ecision was mad.e
to-try to obtain booth space at the Will
County Falr, Aug. ?O-il+, in peotone, III.
tre LPf booth and materials are availa.ble
but vo teers are need-ed.. I,pf members aJre

be ad-vertised" on loeal rad"io. Others are
advised to try the same
B. Three resolutions wrlre passed :
1. That Steve Nelson, Joe Cobb, arrd- A.lan

Neumann be empowered to receive mail at
P.O. Box LT76.

2. that the Economic Civil Liberties As-
sociation and. the Llbertarian Associati-on
of Illinois, with Joe Cobb as agent, be
empowered" to reeeive mail at F.O. Box IJf6.

3. That any duly constituted" committee
of LPf be empowered. to receive mail at
P. O. Box LTT6 ,

,+. Although the above resolutions were
d.eemed. necessary to prevent usurpation of
the box number by certain governmental
agenci-es, a motion to put LPI orl reeord- as
opposing such usurpation was d-efeated. for
lack of specific evj-d-ence, (fnat is, we
felt the pressure but could.n't prove it. )

IV. Elections .

T. Although there was rmrch d-ebate, only
the re sults will be po sted. herei-n . Dele -
gates are as fotlor^rs ( automatic selections
are starred. ):

Steve Boydstun
Bil-I Brockus
Joe Cobb
John Cody
Jeff Dehn

J+ Winston Drke (nxeeom )
Bonnie KaBIan

+t Bob Meier (nxecom )
+F Steve Nelson (Ctrairman )

Don Parrish
Jeff tuith
Richard" Suter
J. D. Webster

(.loet Kaplan withdrew ).
B. Alternates (in order of rank):

Bob Osterlund
Douglas Bragan
Joe McCaffrey

9. Flatform Committee:

Steue Nelson

Q. The delegates were poIIed. about their
wilJ-ingrless to accept binding positions at
the request of the bod-y. Most d-elegates
r^i'ould. ref\rse if the position conflieted
with their personal convi_etions. (As [etr
no such situation has developed, as the
bod.y has not itself agreed- upon its own
position, )

Robert Randall, Secretary

encouraged. to come
sell freed.ora. (you
don't you? )

the fair and help
believe in freedom,d.o

1. J. D. Webster is sponsoring a hot-Iine
"6eed.om Hrone" (taped. -*u*"*g*J; 

ontri"f, wiIL
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PLANNING (Cont'd- from page 1 )

"Th.e power to ad-vi se i s the po'wer to
coerc e, eventu.ally ( standby authority
d.oesn't just 'sta"nd- byr t unfortunately).
And- the power to direct production and
distribution is the end. of not just oilr
economic freedoms, but our political
freed-oms as we 11 ( u* has been so elo -
quently explained. by the Nobel prize-
wlrrning economist and- political philo -
sopher,F. A. Hayek in his classic, The
Road. to Serfd.om ).

"I would- be interested- in knowing your
thoughts on this and. relaterl matters.

Yours very truly,
Robert Osterlund-r'

To which T received the foltowing reply
from Senator Ad.lai E. Stevenson fnot a
form letter ] :
ttDear ]r{r . Osterlund-:

"Thank you for giving me the reasons for
your opposition to S. W95, the Balanced
{--}rowth and- Economic Planning Act . Ere
bill was introd-uced ln May and_ is stil1
pend.ing hefore the Senate Committee on
Government Operations. If the Committee
should suhmit a report, I will of course
stud"y it s recommend ations very carefully ,

"On the face of Lt, f do not share atJ. of
your misgi-vings since the b111 d_oes not
authorize government but instead. provid.es
for the collection and analysis of eco-
nomic information and the d-esign of a
plan for f\rture policy that would- be
helpful to private citizens, businesses,
and loeal, state, and. fed.eral government .
We all make economi-c d.ecislons in the
ma.::agement of household hud.gets, the pur-
chase of houses and. automobiles, the d_ir-
ection of farms and. husinesses, and_ pub -
Iically, in the administration of govern-
ment, Unfortunately, we d.o so with too
little long-term information on price
trend-s, energy and connaod-ity supplies,
and- technological d.evelopments. We have
also come to the realization i-n rec ent
years that our resources are not limit-
Iess and. that ways Uust be found- to con-
serve them and" make sure that our systems
for distribution are fair to aII. W:ether
S. W95 i^rould- help us to solve some of
these economi-c d-ilemmas I don't know,
but eertainly the d.irection it ls taking
is appropriate.

"So that you can have more information, f
am enclosing tearsheets fromthe Congres-
sional Record. giving the text of the bi1l
and the statements by Senator Humphrey
and Senator Javits irrtren they introd"ueed_
it. f hope that after you have read
these materials, at least some of your
apprehension will he allayed.

Sincerely,
Ad1ai E. Steyensontt

Upon read.ing the materials, my apprehension
was not alIayed.. Upon re -read_ing the Sen -
ator I s letter, my apprehensi_on was com-
pound.ed ,

But first, the bill itself: The Balanced
Growbh and Economic plar:-ning Act of L?TS
would.:

"(I) Establish an Economic planning Board_
in the Executi-ve Office of the kesid.ent
with responsibility for anticipating the
Nationt s econemic need.s, measurlng avail-
ahJ-e national economic resources, assur-
ing an ad.equate suppty of industri_al raw
materlals and. energy, outlining economic
goa1s, and in the llght of long-range
economi-c trend.s and. opportunitie s, f or
d.eveloplng a proposed. BalaRced. Economic
Growbh Plan, and recommend.ing policie s
to achieve the objectives of the plan.

"(2) Provide for the development of a BaI-
anced. Economic Grornrth PIan, embod.ying co-
herent and. realizable long-term economlc
goals, consistent with the Nationts eco-
nomlc resources and_ id.entifying the poli -
cies and actions that would_ be required.
to attain such goa1s.

" ( 3 ) Provld e for the conti-nuing and. sys -
tematic access by the Economic planning
Board. to economic information and. d_ata
requi-red. to prepaJre, review, and" reyise
the Balaneed- Economic Groubh ptan and. to
evaluate implementation of the plan, and.
for the general dissernination of such
information and data in accord.ance with
this act to promote wid.espread, informed.
and effecti.ve public participation in
the planning process.

" (4 ) Provid-e for appropriate participation
hy State and. local goverrlments and. re -
gional organizations, business, labor,
consurners, other interested. grouFsr or -
ganizations, and private citizens in the

. d.evelopment and. revi-sion of such plan.
(continued- on page S )
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. PIANIFJNG (Contr d. from page 7 )

"(, ) Provide for Congressi-ona1 revj-ew of
each proposed. Balanced Economic Growbh
Plan and-" for the a,pproval or d.isapproval
of .the PIan by coneument resolution of
the Congress.

" (6 ) Establish procedures rfrrerehy the d-e-
partments and agencies of the Federal
Government wiIL contribute to the con-
tinued assessment and. implementation of
the Balanced. Economic Growbh PLan. "
I the particulars follow]

And. now, the apprehension:

In the chapter "U:e t fnevitabilityt of
Planning 'r of his book The Road- to Serfd-om,
F. A. Hayek wrote: "It is a revealing fact
that few planners are content to say that
central plaru:ing is desirable. Most of
them afflrm that we can no longer choose
but Er"re compelled. hy circumstances beyond
our control to substltute plaruring for com*
petltion. " Hlt today (Hayek was writing
in the lghO's ), proponents of planning say
that it is both necessary and desirable.
Ihe bill in its prea.rnble ciles "the combj.-
nation of severe inflation and. recession
[w?rich has ] d"isrupted the nationr s eeonomy
and has caused hard-ship for millions of
Americans tt and. ttbasic structural d-eflcien-
ei-estt and- ttfbnd.amentat imbalancestt 1n the
economy for its rationale;-but it goes orr
to suggest f\rndamental "improvements" in
the eeonomic structure :

"Ind.ividual economic seeurity and personal
well being a,re essential requirements to
balanced. growbh in a free society. fhe
eeonomic d-ecisi-ons of the Federal Govern-
ment have d"ireet impact on the lives of
indlvidual cltizens. It is therefore
necessary to provid.e a process of open
and d-emocratic planning for the f\rture to
enable the citi.zens of the United State s
to participate fu1ly in the making of
poticies affecting the national economy. "

Note the implieit affirmation of egalitarj-art
id.eals in the ahove statement; ohserve, too,
its admission to the tremendous power the
government alread-y wield.s over the economy.
Hrt mainly it proposes that we d"o awaywith
the d-emocracy of the free marketplace (r,nrere
you vote with your dollars); that is, the
proposal is to substitute the (admitted.ly)
imperfect free market economy with the even
more imperfect politieal marketplace. ( lf

you think the U.S. economy is oligopol-iz-edr
(jonsid-er its government I a two party system. )

WiIl the bill be coercive? Its sponsors
don t t think so . Wtren Senator llumphrey
thinks of planning,

"I think of looking atread. zurd. attempting
to anticipate f\rture events. The point
is not to plan just for the sake of plan-
ning, or to attempt to manage or control
the econouy. I d.o not belieue a rigidly
managed- econoilly would. work well in
America. tt

Senator Javits makes it perfectly cl-ear
that:
"The p]-an I emphasis ad.ded ] "would not be
legatly bind-ing on the goverrr:nent or the
priuate sector. . . . Certainly we d.o not
intend. to sub stitute goverr:ment choic e

for ind.ivid.ual choice. . . . I repeat,
' there need he no fear a.hout this planning
id-ea. We will control it as we control
the other aspects of our destiny, and.
there is no danger of its running away
with use [us ? ], hecause I see no dispo-
sition by the two Senators or by others
concerned- to pe:mit that to happen. "

Do you trust for one minute that your in-
d-ivi-dual choice would- be left r-rnd-iminished.?
Do you believe for one second that when
your ind.ividual choice differs from the
"d-emoeratic" choice (and. the j-ssue is i-m-
portant enough )--Ao you believe for one
seeond that the goverftx.ent would-nrt try to
force you into Li.ne ? But not with the Elgrt,
oh no--they will have other sticks to hit
you with. Senator Hr:mphrey has sai-d, t'Jf
we do not plan., wB will have wage and price
controls. " Begging to differ, we wiJ-l have
i4iage a.nd. prlce controls, plan or no Plan,
forced- upon us by a government unable (o"
unwilling) to balance its own bud-get, and
unwilling (or unable ) to faee up to its own
self-perpetuating mistakes. The "free"
market has failed ? Then let t s heap regu-
lation upon regulat5"on upon alread.y exist-
ing regulation. Tax the wind"fal-I profits,
dry up the sources of new investment (ej-ther
that or 1et it rain Fed.eral Reserve Notes ).
fnvestigate the blaek market in caruaing
Iids, nationalize the steel industryl Do
anything but recogni-ze the source of aII
d-ifficulty- -goverrrmental interference with
a supposedly free economy. The f?ee market
has failed? It has never been.

(continued" on page I )
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PIANNING ( Cont' d. from page B )

Government planning board.s, T\tro Year Pl-ans I
(for that is I'rhat the bilJ- proposes; we're
not read-y for Five Year P1ans--yet. ) Can
wheat shortages and" the rationing of toilet
paper be far behind ?

As for that aspect of the bill d-ealing with
the 'collection and" d.issemination of econom-
ic information, Joseph A. Schumpeter ( r_n

Capitalism, Socialism and Democraey , ch. 15)
has had thi s to say :

"So far as this I the coord-ination of in-
formation and" d.ecision-making among in-
dustries ] is being done in capitalist
economies, it is a most important step
toward. sociali-sm. In fact, it progres -
sively reduces the d.ifflculties of tran-
sition and is in itself a symptom of the
ad.vent of the transltional stage. To
fight this tendency uncond-itionally is
tantamount to fightlng socialism. "

Hubert Humphrey, in introducing the BaI-
anced Gfowbh and- Eeonomic Planning Act of
L975, d.escribed. it as "a.n extremely impor-
tant biI1, perhaps the most important I
have authored. in my Senate career. . . . I
arrr confident that the introdueti_on of this
bill wilJ- spark wid.e d.ebate." It would- be-
hoove Libertarians to take a lead- in this
d.ebate; a sma1l beginning would be to write
the following Senators:

Senate Committee orl
Government Operations :

Abraharn A. Ribicoff, Chairman
John L. McCIeIIan
Henry M. Jackson
Edmund. S. Muskie
L,ee Metcalfe
Jame s B. Allen
Lawbon Ctriles
Sarn M.mn
John H. Glenn
Charles H. Percy
Jacob K. Javits [co-author]
Wil].ia.m V. Roth
Williarn E. Brock
LoweII P. Welcker

{' Ttre United" States Senate
Washington, D. C. 2O510

As should be plainly apparent, the bill
wiII easily pass cormoitteel but the lftro1e
Senate is another story I to be contj-nued] .

CALENDAR

17 A*re (Sur, , ), 2:30, the Four Lakes VilJ.age
apt. complex in Lisle (g-W Tollway to
Rt. 53, south on 53r fourth light is
59th St ., turn riglrt and. you t re there ) .

In the meeting room behi.nd. t'Sre Htbr " a
taverrr in the ski Lod-ge just to the north
of the tennis eourts, the LPI GEIIEBAL
MEETING for Inrgust . To he di scus sed.:
instnrction of convention d-elegates .

2t -24 Aue ( Thurs . -Sun . ), i-n Peotone, f 1I .

The WILL COI.INTY FAIR. Come help set up
the LPI booth on the evening of the 20th.
(Heck, just come 1 ) For more info, call
J. D. Webster at, St2/SB5-5f48.

28 Aug-I Sept (Ururs. -Mon. ), New York, Ny,
LP I\IATIOIVAL CON\IENTION. (n* therel )

3 Sept (f'ri. ), I zu, 5fi5 East Iake Drive
Apt. A, Lis1e, I11. A meeting of the
LTBERTARIAN CIUB OF DUPAGE.

9 Sept (Tues. ). Lpr OFFfCERS i\mEfING.
F'or t & pl, eall Steve Nelson, 969-1O88.

9 Sept (to*s. ), B PM, 562 W. Euckingham,
#3, Ctticago. At the Kostkat s (248-aa8o ),
a meeting of TAIISTAAFI (otherwise knor,m
as the Ltbertarian Sci-ence Fiction CIub ).

11 Sept ( Trurs , ), sarne time and. place as
the preced.ing entry. A meeting of NOIA
(north Cook County libertarians ). To
be d.j.scussed: LPI affiliation, the mafi.-
ning of tables at upeoming university
Activity Niehts (if arryone is interested.,
call Bonni-e Kap1an at ltZlg1f -1339 ).

13 SCpt (Sat. ). NEWSTETISR DEATLINE.

20 Sept (Sat. ). Rrblication d.ate for the
Next IIIINOIS TTEERTA.RIAN.

#r ++ + ')F +e

DU PAGE COU]\TTY FAIR (Cont I d- from page 2)

be more than casually interested.
Several inquiries 'were urade as to wtrether
or not the Libertarian Party woutd have
candiates on the ballot in next yearts
Prestd.ential and. State E]-ecti-ons. this was
noted by ICD menbers who, at the July 30th
meeti-ng, sugge sted. a more carrd id-ate -oriented.
theme for next year t s fair. Among some of
the id-eas suggested. were d.isplays of pro-
spectS,ve cand-id.ates t photographs and" cam-
paign Literatlr-re.

I



t

STAMF 0F APIBOVAL: Ttre Senate has passed- a
bill requiring the Fostal Service to comply
with the Occupational Safety arid Hea1th Act .
$o what? Big d"eal--for the Senators. ArI
amendment to the bill provid.es for an irmne-
diate congressional pay hike of as higfi as
B .6f, with automatic cost -of -Iiving ad-just -
ments in the f\rture. Now if only someone
would- get around to passing abill requiring
the Congress to comply wlth the Truth in
Packaging Act. Meanwhi-}e, Bernie Sommer
has a better t ? ] ld.ea: (a ) freeze all Leg-
islators I salaries forever; (b ) d.ivuy up
A!, of the total artnual- amount of reduced-
expend.itures among all those solons voting
for the redtrction, for as long as they
"serve" (the f\rnd would. shrink to .Lfo for
all f\rtr.re legislators l*ro maintain the re -
duction ); and (* ) reduce the weieht of each
person's vote by the percentage ofhis income
comirrg from taxes, T.,egltimized ertortion?
Iihy not? Nothing*uti* 

X**Tu 
to work.

PARTY IINE: Foor Democrats. Their recent
f\rndraising telethonr "Answer, Amerieal' fell
wel-I short of its $6-mil1ion goal and. over
a mitllon d.ollars short of the total col-
Lected- last year ($6,9 m:illion pled.ged,
$:.: milrlon corlected). America just
wasn't answering . In Utatr , at least, it
is clear r,rrhy: fhe Libertarian Party of
Utah reports that 7?*3 people checked the
L,P box on this yearr s state income ta:r form
(ttre ULP has plefued. to return the $fz: to
all claimants ). Ert the Demoerats needn't
vorry: ltre Federal Election Commission has
r:uIed. that the ty_q Jnajor paTtles may accept
free servi.ees from clties for their conven-
tions, but not fYom corporations or labor
unions. Now lfrrere d.o you suppose cities
get their operating funds? You guessed. it
--from ta:ces on corporations and lahoring
ind.ividuals (arnong other things ). But we
a1l larow that mayors canrt bebought, d-onrt
we? Donrt we?l ("You d.eserve a break
tod.ay. . . . Tfy Big Mac.")

J++++ft(.+
PIISRIMS EROGRESS: Jeff ffin-ith has three
suggestions for those making the pitgrimage
to NewYork for the LPConvention: "(1) Bone
up on your Rob,eII's Rules (newJ-y revised ).
Delegates and spectators alike can get lost
in the parliamentary shuffl-e. (2 ) Bring a
half -enrpty suitcase . tre amount of liter -

ature alone yop will want to take back is
inunense, to say nothing of ord.inary tourist
trappings. (3 ) Get plenty of sleep in ad.-
vance. Those with 2O hor:rs total between
Ttrursd"ay and. Mond.ay mornings will be the
Lucky ones , tt

+e+F*tf++
TANSTAAFE: There Aintt No firch Thing As A
Free E1ection, the Federal Ca,mpaign Finance'
Act notwithstand.ing. "New Jersey is the
only state in the entire countryvhere tib-
ertarians are running for +Iq,!q officb this
year" (tCattrteen McAdam, Editor NJ Libertg.r-
ian ). Rtrnning for NJ State Assembly posts
are: Jack Conard-, Bon Wishart, Ken Kaplan,
and- Darr Piro. Contributions may be sent
to : CAIIPAIGN FUIVD FOR LIBEBTABTAI\IS '75,
P. O. Box 247, Bernardsville, NJ W92\ .
(Uefp clean up ttre Garden State 1 )

+(- + +t- +t +F

MOXIE PROXIE: Catling it "a mod.est hegin-
ni-ng at redrrcing the size and ineffieiency
of the fed-eral goveffitmert, " Senator TfilJ-ia.m
Pro:snire I D, Wis . ] has said he will propose
J-egisJ.atlon to aholish the Setective Service
System ( "*o one is being drafted-" ), the ICC
('has more cobwebs tharr aJry agency in gov-
ernment" ), the Occupational Safety and"

Health Review Comnission ( "a classic example
of inefficiency, internal squabbles, and
unnecessary f\rnctions" )r along with eight
bther unnecessary government agencies.
Ip.st year he tried" to kitl H and. suceeed.ed
with 9. That kox--tre I s one to watch.

++++lttJ6
ffi04, C0ME BACK: : Molr-gy magazine sqys that
at $3, er9 a year pffimity, wisconsins'
state and- Iocal taxes are higlrest in the
nation (trrinois is thth with $r,9rh).
TaIk in northern Wisconsin is of seceding
from the urbanized- south" Canrt bla.me tem.
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The ILLINOIS LIBEBIAEIAN is puhlished, month-
arian Party ofIy hy the Liher

P.O. Monopoly Box W76, Ctricago
T1li-nois,
, rL 6o69o.

Subseription is ttgssrr for all current LPf
members (*rd otherworthies); for nonmemhers
(and unworthies ) it is $6/V"". Submissions
(Aue a weekbefore publication ) are welcome.
The views e4pressed. herein alle not neees -
sari-Iy those of LPI, its officers, or the
Ed"itor, w?ro by the Grace of the Chair is

Robert Osterlund., Editor
5301 S. Kimbark Avenue, 3D
Ckricago, IIIinoi s 50615
3::2/752-6865


