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S t a t e m e n t o f P r i n c i p l e s a n d

P l a t f o r m P r e a m b l e f o r t h e

L i b e r t a r i a n P a r t y

We, the members of the Libertarian Party[_ în opposition
to the philosophies of government prevailing in the world toda^
recognize that all human individuals must, by their nature

reasoning beings, have absolute sovereignty over their own

lives, but none over the life of any other, in order that each

individual may attain the greatest happiness and realization

of human potent ia l poss ib le to h im.

We therefore maintain and defend the absolute and in¬

a l i e n a b l e r i g h t o f a l l i n d i v i d u a l s t o t h e i r

a s

o w n l i f e , l i b e r t y

and property; the right to speak and act and, specifically,

keep and control all the fruits of their labor, and all in¬

t o

heritance, according to the sovereign judgment of each of

them, insofar as such action does not violate the same rights

We maintain consequently the right of every indi¬

vidual to enter freely into associations and contracts by
m u t u a l c o n s e n t .

o f o t h e r s .

B e c a u s e t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f p h y s i c a l f o r c e i s t h e s o l e

u l t i m a t e m e a n s o f v i o l a t i n g t h e r i g h t s o f i n d i v i d u a l s a n d i s

in every case aviolation of such rights, we oppose the ini-
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tiation of force by any individual, group or government for any

purpose whatever and we mainta in the r ight of every indiv idual

t o d e f e n d a g a i n s t s u c h a c t i o n , a n d t o a s s o c i a t e i n t h e i n s t i ¬

tu t ion o f government i n o rder to es tab l i sh ob jec t i ve laws to

g o v e r n t h e d e f e n s i v e u s e o f f o r c e a m o n g i n d i v i d u a l s .

We hold a l l these r ights to be inseparable f rom the

r i g h t t o l i f e , a n d f r o m e a c h o t h e r .

We therefore mainta in that the so le leg i t imate and neces¬

s a r y f u n c t i o n o f g o v e r n m e n t i s t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s

r i g h t s , w i t h i n d e fi n e d t e r r i t o r i a l l i m i t s , a g a i n s t v i o l a t o r s

foreign and domestic and that the only political-economic sys¬

tem consistent with man's rational nature and individual rights

i s l a i s s e z - f a i r e c a p i t a l i s m u n d e r a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y l i m i t e d

repub l i c , commiss ioned by i t s c i t i zens so le l y to guaran tee

e q u a l p r o t e c t i o n o f r i g h t s u n d e r l a w .

In order, then, to defend the f reedom and d ign i ty o f

the hx iman ind iv idua l aga ins t a l l those who br ing inca lcu lab le

misery and destruct ion upon mankind now as throughout history

by regu la t i ng and d i spos ing o f t he i nd i v i dua l ' s l i f e and p ro¬

p e r t y i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e r i g h t s o f i n d i v i d u a l s a n d w i t h o u t

the i r consent , and to make poss ib le asoc ie ty in wh ich f ree

m e n a n d w o m e n m a y l i v e u n a f r a i d a n d p r o s p e r o u s i n j u s t i c e a n d

happ iness , each pu rsu ing h i s o r he r own d ream and goa l , we now

s e t f o r t h t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m n e c e s s a r y t o a c h i e v e t h e s e

o b j e c t i v e s .


