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Update

Ron Paul and Geb Sommer, the Libertarian candidates for President
and U.S. Congress (2nd district), have been campaigning quite actively
during the past few months, and other Libertarian candidates are also
gearing up their campaigns.

GEB SOMMER 1is an A.T. &T. engineer from Lexington who was nominated
at the S.C. Libertarian Party State Convention on April 9. He began
campaigning in February, including a prominent appearance in the
St. Patrick's Day Parade in Columbia (see photo on page 3). He also
participated in the July 4th Gilbert Peach Festival and plans to
travel extensively throughout the district in his 1948 Ford, which is
really an eye-catcher.

Democrat Jim Leventis seems to agree with Phil Spence on most of
the issues. The only issue seems to be Spence's health, which Leventis
denies he wants to mention. Geb Sommer is the only candidate who is
really speaking out on the issues: high taxes, out-of-control spending,
deficits, inflation, an irrational foreign policy, and government
meddling in the personal affairs of individuals.

RON PAUL, a physician from Lake City, Texas, had already been
campaigning for six months when he was nominated at the Libertarian
National Convention last September. Since then, he has campaigned
full-time, including February appearances in Columbia and Greenville.
He has appeared on C-Span, Cable News Network, Buckley's Fining Line,
and many local TV and radio stations. He has already received more
media coverage than previous Libertarian presidential candidates
received during their entire campaigns.

A few weeks ago, Ron Paul spoke to 700 members of the American
Liberty Association in Dallas and received four standing ovations.

On April 24, an editorial in the Wichifa Eagle-Beacon stated that
"Paul should be taken seriously because he sounds an important warning
about the current direction of U.S. politics... The most compelling
part of the Libertarian message is the fear that Americans are losing
their love of freedom."

Other candidates nominated in April include John Heaton, who is
running for Butler Derrick's seat in the 3rd congressional district.
Heaton is campaigning virorously and is the only candidate to take
a position on the renaming of Clarks Hill Lake. This has endeared
him to those groups opposed to renaming the Take.

Bi1l Griffin is running for the State House in district 88
(Lexington County), and Mark Johnson is seeking the seat in House
district 71 (Richland County). Johns Island resident H.B. Limehouse
is running for the Charleston County Council. Other candidates may
be nominated when the State Convention reconvenes on August 14 in

Columbia (see page 2).
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6 Things YOU Can Do

The coming months offer a new opportunity for
giant steps on the road to Liberty. Please help us
fight for YOUR freedom. Here are just a few
things you can do:

1)Sign one of the enclosed petitions, get family
and friends to sign the other two, and send them
in right away. We need them by July 23. Call
796-3161 for more petitions. If you can, also
write to Vicki Harian, Presidential Debate
Chairperson, League of Women Voters, 1730 M St.
NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. Tell her that you
think Ron Paul should be incliuded in the debates.

2)Write a letter-to-the-editor soon, and send it
to your daily newspaper. Mention the Libertarian
Party and our candidates in the letter. Send
another one in September. If you need help,
contact one of the persons listed on page 4.

3)Send us some money for our booth at the State
Fair. We-have enough money for the booth rent,
but we must purchase supplies in the near future.

4)Volunteer a few hours of your time to spend at
the fair booth in October (you get a free gate
pass if you volunteer). Call us at 755-2405
if you can help.

5)Volunteer two days of your time in September
or October to help with campaign-related
activities. Sed page 4 for a Tist of persons
to contact if you can help.

6)Tell your friends about Libertarianism and about
our campaigns. Let us know if you need pamphlets
to hand out or bumper stickers for your car.
Think of your own creative ways to help, but
whatever you do, MAKE A COMMITMENT TO LIBERTY!
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NEWS BRIEFS

The S.C. Association of Taxpayers (SCAT) was
recently formed in Columbia. Actually, it was
previously called the S.C. Citizens for Efficient
Government, but it was felt that the new name would
better reflect the purpose of the organization. This
is one of the groups that fought the city-county sales
tax bi11 earlier this year, and SCAT has tried to
publicize waste in the Richland County budget. Most
readers will recall that the Libertarian Party spear-
headed a large petition drive against the tax bill,
which recently died in the Senate. SCAT has no
connection with the L.P., but its efforts are appre-
ciated. For information, call Don Weaver (782-6913)
or Jan Morris (796-3161).

The Lexington County Libertarian Party is
continuing its petition drive against the proposed
mobile home park ordinance, which would violate the
property rights of mobile home park owners in Lexington
County by imposing expensive operating and structural
requirements. Dozens of petitions have been distri-
buted in Lexington County, but so far the response has
been disappointing. According to David Morris, “Even

Let Us Solve Your
Payroll Problems.

For only about $1.25 per check,
from your phoned-in hours, we will
produce paychecks and complete stubs,
keep all records,
and provide all government reports.

Call Dick Winchell at 781-5427.

though most persons may not feel strongly about the
rights of mobile home park owners, the attack on
property rights should concern all of us, for nobody
knows which group will be next. I urge all Lexington
County residents to get their friends and neighbors to
sign the petition, and mail it in as soon as possible.
Call 796-3161 if you need more petitions."

State Meeting to be
Held on August 14

The S.C. Libertarian Party will meet on Sunday,
Bugust 14 at Lizard's Thicket on Elmwood Avenue in
Columbia. A1l interested persons are invited to come
eat at 2 P.M. The meeting will start at 3 P.M. The
food is good, and prices are Tow, SO everyone is
urged to come early and eat.

At the meeting, the $.C.L.P. will reconvene its
state convention in order to consider the nomination
of additional candidates to appear on the ballot in
November, and future campaign activities will be

discussed.
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"A society built on the prineipfe of individual rights nejects
Lhe notion that the siate should protect a citizen from
himself, Government cannot and should not protect against
one’s own "umwise" decisions,..Once government believes Lf
has an obLigation io improve on profect the people
physieally, it will then claim it can photect them
economically and intellectually. 1t feads to a regimented
society, hostife to individuals who cling Lo the noiion
Zhat thein Lives and Liberty are thein own."

- from Freedom Under Seige, by Dr. Ron Paul




July 1988

Sandhills Libertarian Gazette

Page 3

Editorial

Thoughts on Tobacco
and the Post Office

Personal responsibility seems to be out of style
these days. 1It's a basic libertarian premise that
individuals should be responsible for the decisions
they make. If a person makes a mistake, he or she
should not force someone else to pay for it. Insurance
is one way of dealing with mistakes; so is charity.
However, lawsuits against manufacturers are wrong
unless those manufacturers have used fraud in promoting
their products.

The Cipollone case proves that many persons will
go to great lengths to make somecne else pay for their
mistakes. Even if cigarette ads were misleading at one
time, it's absurd to claim that once a person is
hooked on tobacco, there is no way to stop smoking.
That is totally wuntrue. Heroin, cocaine, and alcohol
are at least as addictive as nicotine, but people are
able to break all these habits. Sometimes, they need
help, but it is possible tc stop using an addictive
substance.

As a physician, I urge my patients to wear seat
belts, eat low-cholesterol foods, stop smoking tobacco,
stop smoking marijuana, and put sunscreen on their
skin when sunbathing. However, they have the right to
follow or to ignore my advice. I have no right to
force them to act like I want them to, and the
government shouldn't force them, either. If someone
chooses to follow an unhealthy Tifestyle, then they do
not have the right to force someone else to pay for it.
If I eat high-cholestercl food for many years and end
up having a heart attack when I'm 60, I-should not be
able to collect thousands of dollars from whoever
processed all the food I ate (even if I could find
them). If the unwise are notaccountable for their

actions, then there is no such thing as responsibility, |

and there is no incentive for anyone to be wise.

Similarly, if the Post Office chooses to be
irresponsible, waste meney, and run itself
inefficiently, customers should have the right to seek
alternatives. The U.S. Postal Service should not force
people to pay for its mistakes. However, there is a
law on the books that makes it i1legal for anyone to
set up a first class mail business.

A few years ago, a couple in Rochester, N.Y.
proved that first class mail can be delivered faster
and at a lower cost than the U.S.P.S. Their business
thrived until the government closed them down. For
years, libertarians have called for free-market
competition in mail delivery. Some postal workers and
government bureaucrats may not Tike the idea, but why
should they force us to agree with them?

The postal service, utilities, and other
monopolies should be deregulated as soon as possible,
so that individual respensibility and efficiency can
come into style again.

- D.M.
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I would 1ike to
for MY freedom.

YES! help the fight

Enclosed 1is

my contribution of:

O¢25 0O$10 O%5 OO0ther

[OPlease send more information.
NAME :
ADDRESS :

ZIP:
PHONE :
home work
Send to:

Lexington County Libertarian Party

P.0. Box 2297, West Columbia, S.C. 29171

ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARADE, MARCH 19, 1988, COLUMBIA, S.C.:

Geonge Mifes (Left) and Jan Momnis (night) march alongside
Geb Sommen's 1948 Fonrd, which is dniven by his wife, Janice
Not pictunred ane Geb Sommer and Mark Jehnson, who wete
also thene, handing out campaign §Lyens.

G. LEON’S
BOOKSTORE

Home of Quality Used Books

CLASSICS B SCI-FI B PHILOSOPHY M HISTORY
SCIENCE B SOCIAL SCIENCE W THE ARTS
CHILDREN B RARE & COLLECTIBLE M FIRST EDITIONS
AND MANY OTHER CATEGORIES

Our Stock of Books Changes Daily M We Trade and Buy from the Public
2002-H Greene St.

(in Five Points)

252-3518
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=-" - and infellectual movement in the
=7 2 world, the American Libertarian is
for you. Monthly. Sent First Class,

Rates: _. 1yr. 820 2yrs. 538 Back issues y

Brokerage Services of Cardglinag, Inc.

American Libertarian, 24715 Park Brook Drive, Katy, TX 77450

P.0. Drawer 5697
Bill Brooks, Jr. - Columbia, S.C. 29250
President & Phone: (803) 254-2215

; i ; : i -800-223-2762
Campaign Information Sl Bal0 LIOed=2ie
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RON PAUL FOR PRESIDENT
Jan Morris, S.C. Coordinator, Lexington (796-3161)

GEB SUMMER FOR CONGRESS (2nd District)
‘Geb Sommer, Lexington (359-5295)

JOHN HEATON FOR CONGRESS |[34d Distnict)
John Heaton, Aiken (648-9806)

MARK JOHNSON FOR STATE HOUSE (distnict 71)
- Mark Johnson, Peak (345-5502)

BILL GRIFFIN FOR STATE HOUSE (disirict §§)
Bill Griffin, South Congaree (755-9304)

OTHER LOCAL LIBERTARIAN CONTACTS:

AIKEN: Tam King (593-6876)
CHARLESTON: Ernest Clark (559-3090)
COLUMBIA: George Miles (736-4523)
DARLINGTON: Mitch Olinger (383-4241)
FLORENCE: John Harllee (669-8345)

John Heaton, the [ibeatarian
candidate for the Third Con-
gressional Distnict, L8 also
SCLP Chairperson and editor
of the S.C. Libentanian, the
ofgicial SCLP newsPeifen. 1§
you want a copy, wiite to the
Lexington County L.P. at the
address below.

GREENVILLE: Bi11 McCuen (232-7476) ITALIAN TOUCH \,

HILTON HEAD: Steve Heyl (681-4068) RESTAURANTE §

LEXINGTON: David Morris (796-3161) %

MYRTLE BEACH:. Jim Wilson (449-5053) \\i

ORANGEBURG: Drew -Amendola (536-5778) . _

ROCK KILL. Vernon Benty (547 4508] SPRGHFTI- LASPOND - ShLADS §
~ \

772-0964 .7l

JOII‘I 'he \\ BODZER SHOPPIMG CENTER \
&\\\\\\\'\\\\\\\\.\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\‘R\\‘h\\\‘\\l\\\\\\\\\'\\.

- Freedom Movement...

ANTI-TAX POST CARDS LEXINGTON COUNTY LIBERTARIAN PARTY BULK RATE
Eight different kinds for $1. Post Office Box 2297 U.S. POSTAGE
West Columbia, S.C. 29171 PAID

Order from John Harllee, Rt. 10, West Columbia, S.C.
Box 52-A, Florence, S.C. 29501. Permit No. 188

Address correction requested

LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT EXTRA
COPIES OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO GIVE
TO VYOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS.
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The Sandhills Libertarian Gazette
is published by the Lexington
County Libertarian Party.

Ad rates available on request.
Please address all correspondence
to the Editor.

EDITOR: David Morris




