
Proud Libertarians of  Colorado: 
 

I  would like to take this opportunity to thank board 
members, affiliate and development group leadership as 

well as activists for the hard work they have done in the past 
few months. Our Party depends on unpaid activists to 
achieve results. 

Since the new board has been seated, we have had several 
accomplishments that could not have happened if the 
previous leadership had not set the foundation for our 
continued success. 

I would like to thank our former Communications Director, 
Mr. Lance Cayko, for the work he did in making sure we 
kept up the following in our Facebook page, and for working 
with the writers in getting several articles a month 
published. I am very happy that Stacy Petty for stepping up 
and taking over as interim Communications Director after 
Mr. Cayko resigned from the position on September 9th. 

I would like to thank Anthony Hale, previous outreach 
director for the willingness to put together several events. I 
am grateful for Brandon Wark for stepping in and taking 
over when the position became vacant. He is doing an 

outstanding job and booking new events and getting volunteers 
involved.  

I would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Harlos for the hard work they 
put in calling lapsed national members and thanks to that we went 
from #10 to # 8 in LNC memberships. 

Thanks to Mr. Pickerill, Ms. Poague and Ms. Harlos for making 
sure we have content for the newsletter and for ensuring it is 
published regularly.   

Thanks to Ms. Plummer for her work in getting the convention 
committee running and for making sure it runs smoothly.   

We currently have 4 working affiliates and three active 
development groups. I am very grateful to the affiliate and DG 
leadership and am excited of what the future brings. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to email me at statechair@lpcolorado.org 

In Liberty, Victoria Reynolds 
State Chairman 
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Referendum C hurt 
TABOR; Prop CC will do 
more harm 

By Jay Stooksberry 

 

T hey lied to us in 2005, and they are doubling down on 
this lie in 2019. Colorado voters were sold a bill of goods 

with Referendum C in 2005, and it is of the utmost 
importance that we aren't fooled again with Proposition CC 
in 2019. 

Proponents of Referendum C originally claimed that their 
measure was "temporary." The measure was supposed to 
offer a five-year reprieve from the constitutional limitations 
created by the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights (TABOR), allowing 
some fiscal flexibility for Colorado lawmakers to invest 
heavily in education and transportation. 

Or so they claimed. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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◼ Libertarian Party of Pueblo & Otero Counties  
LPPOC hosted Rally for Your Rights discussing the red 
flag gun bill in July, in Aug presented the dangers that 
Prop CC poses to TABOR, and in September hosted the 
local organizers for Dismiss Polis, and Recall Leroy 
Garcia. We also hosted the LP outreach booth at the 
Pueblo Chile & Frijole Festival on 20-22 September, 
which drew over 150,000 visitors. 

◼ Jefferson County 
David Black, Libertarian, is up for re-election to the 
Sheridan, CO City Council. Larry Welshon, Libertarian, 
is running for election to the Edgewater, CO City 
Council. 
 
The Jefferson County Libertarian Party Affiliate has 
been busy within the community beginning with a booth 
outside of Guns For Everyone which we found to be a 
great location for connecting with people outside of our 
party who are interested in the ideas of liberty. 
Additionally, there was the quarterly road side clean up 
event along West Colfax, along the Colorado Mills Mall 
Section. The next clean up happens in November and we 
have all of the supplies for you, we would be happy to 
have you participate. On Facebook we are at Libertarian 
Party of Jefferson County, Instagram 
LibertarianPartyofJefferson and Twitter 
@libertarianpartyofjefferson. 

◼ El Paso County 
LPEPC hosted an exciting meeting titled “Free to Disagree”, 
chaired by Lexi Buschmann on September 19, 2019. 
Previous meetings included Colorado Springs City 
Councilman, Andra Pico discussing renewable energy and 
it’s hidden costs in August, and Andy McKean discussing 
US Immigration at the July Meeting. 

◼ Arapahoe County  
LPAC Chairman, Eric Mulder is running a strong campaign 
for RTD District F. 
LPAC also hosted a well-attended street clean up on July 20, 
2019 and will be coordinating another clean up on October 
12, 2019.  
After the summer of Arapahappy hour meetings at the home 
of our gracious guest hosts Kevin Gulbranson and Michele 
Poague, we will be returning to Rancho Alegre, where we 
invite you to hear great guest speakers after the first hour or 
so of social fun. For the more on The Libertarian Party of 
Arapahoe County like us on our Facebook page to get the 
latest news and events.    

◼ Douglas County  
LPDC hosted a street clean up on September 15, 2019. Thank 
you to all our helpful friends. The Douglas County Annual 
Convention will be held on October 3, 2019.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Affiliate Updates 

DAY OF THE DEAD MASQUERADE PARTY! 
LIBERTARIAN PHONE BANK | GET OUT THE VOTE EXTRAVAGANZA 

Great Music | Fabulous Food | Open Bar | Scintillating Conversation 
Hosted by Colorado State Chairman Victoria Reynolds 

 

November 2, 2019 4:00pm until 2:00am | 21079 East Mineral Drive Aurora, CO 80016 
RSVP: Facebook/Eventbrite: Día de los Muertos Masquerade 

https://www.facebook.com/events/363418974335631/
https://www.facebook.com/events/363418974335631/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dia-de-los-muertos-madcarade-tickets-73168295341?fbclid=IwAR3r2RlXgt_U3lp1vb_odk-lqBuklE5QAiDCnrSCRiQHEQadOBWgbVz93VQ


Page 3 

Volume 48, Issue 3 

Is there an affiliate or 

development group  

in your area?   

 

Check the listing at lpcolorado.org/

affiliates and then volunteer to start a 

development group or to help grow an 

existing group or affiliate! 

T he National Convention is just around the corner, May 21-25. This year we will be nominating our candidate for the nation’s 
highest office.  

The Libertarian National Convention offers a variety of activities. From the very serious Presidential Debate to the funny and silly 
pie-throwing event, there is something for everyone.  You can view seminars, participate in the parties, go to the Gala, meet 
candidates, and catch up with old friends without being a delegate, but why not become a delegate and have a say in the party’s 
nominee for President?  

If you are not a National dues paying member, you can help by becoming one. If you are a dues paying member, you can help by 
encouraging others to become National dues paying members. 

To sign up for the 2020 National Convention visit: 
libertarianconvention.org 

◼ Delta County 
LPDCO will have a booth for AppleFest again this 
year. It’s great fun for the whole family. Be sure to 
stop by our booth in Cedaredge, CO, October 5, & 
6, 2019. The Western Slopes are beautiful in 
October. 

◼ Grand County 
Grand Lake Constitution Week took place on 
September 16 through September 21, 2019. Featured 
speakers this year included Dr. Thomas 
Krannawitter, Stan Everitt, Lily Tang Williams, 
Professor Robert Natelson, Aida Witt, and Kevin 
Sorbo as the keynote speaker on Saturday. 

◼ Liberty On The Rocks Denver  
Liberty on the Rocks meets in Denver on the first 
and third Wednesday of every month at Chopper’s 
Sports Grill, in Denver 

◼ Liberty Toastmasters  
Improve your public speaking skills. If you’re a 
leader, or just want to do a better job of promoting 
liberty, this Liberty Toastmasters group may be right 
for you. Join us at the Independence Institute, North 
Entrance, Denver. 
Date: October 05, 2019 10:00 am. Watch the 
website for future meetings. 

(Continued from page 2) 

◼ Community Gardening with LP Boulder  
The Libertarian Party of Boulder County has adopted a 
community garden plot at 11th Avenue Gardens to help 
feed the homeless in the community and welcomes any 
and all volunteers to help them maintain the plot. 
Join us for some community time at11th Avenue 
Gardens, Longmont, CO on October 12 2019 12:00 pm 

https://www.Libertarianconvention.org
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Aside from the dangerous precedence of hitting pause 
on the Constitution, Referendum C proved to be 
anything but "temporary." The referendum allowed 
Colorado's spendthrift government to permanently 
augment its spending cap, shortchanging taxpayers on 
their potential refund year after year since its passing. 
After 2005, legislative budget reporting still 
references the "Referendum C cap" to distinguish it 
from the actual cap originally determined and allowed 
by TABOR's population-plus-inflation formula. 

In addition to its disingenuous timetable, the ballot 
language of Referendum C misrepresented itself with 
its first three words: "Without raising taxes." Between 
2005 and 2016, it is estimated that Referendum C 
greenlighted more than $17 billion in excess taxpayer 
revenue that would have been otherwise refunded to 
Coloradans. You don't have to read anybody's lips to 
know that paying more taxes — as opposed to being 
refunded what is rightfully yours — is a default tax 
increase. 

Furthermore, Referendum C did not accomplish its 
stated goal of being a fiscal boon for education and 
transportation. As demonstrated by 2018's ballot 
measures to funnel even more money to schools and 
roads (i.e., Amendment 73 and Propositions 109 and 
110), this hijacked revenue was still not enough to 
fund Colorado's education and transportation needs. 
Never mind the fact that state auditors reported that 
80% of CDOT's budget couldn't be analyzed due to 
"accounting discrepancies." 

Maybe — just maybe — Colorado doesn't have a 
revenue problem, but rather a spending problem. 
"Nah," said the Colorado General Assembly in 2018. 

Instead, what is needed to fix this fiscal problem, 
according to state legislators, is to double down on 
this deception with the appropriately titled 
Proposition CC. If passed, this 2019 ballot measure 
would permanently abolish the state government's 
obligation to refund taxpayers. I repeat: permanently. 
At least this time around, legislators have dropped the 
pretense that they are bluffing with "temporary" half-
measures; when it comes to keeping all of your hard-
earned income, these legislators are going all-in, 
baby. 

Fortunately, Colorado's robust economy is throwing a 
wrench into this plan. Three-year estimates of the 
excess revenue generated by Colorado taxes range 
from $1.2 to $1.5 billion, meaning that Colorado 
taxpayers will experience their first significant tax 
refund since the passing of Referendum C. 

In politics, timing is everything, and Colorado 
lawmakers are quickly learning that 2019 is different 
than 2005. A 2019 poll shows that TABOR remains 
popular among Colorado voters. The poll, conducted 
by Baselice & Associates, Inc., revealed that 47% of 
respondents supported TABOR, while 26% opposed 
it. After a pollster read a statement that explained 
TABOR in greater detail, support spiked to 71%. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Page 4 

This combination of a sizable refund and polling has Colorado 
lawmakers shaking in their boots. Based on the failed attempt to 
convene a special session in hopes of brokering a deal, state 
lawmakers are anticipating CC to go down in flames. 

TABOR is, unfortunately, a shell of its former self. Its 
effectiveness has been chipped away by a decades-long rebranding 
campaign that laundered tax revenue by using terms like "fees" and 
"enterprises." Abusing these loopholes has allowed lawmakers to 
leapfrog the electorate, bypassing their constitutionally required 
approval to levy more taxpayer money. 

Regardless, TABOR is still a vital, one-of-a-kind safeguard that 
empowers Coloradans against the wastefulness of government. 
Come November, let's be certain to keep it that way. 

Fool us once with C, shame on you; fool us twice with CC, shame 
on all of us. 

Jay Stooksberry is a freelance writer and business owner, and 
serves as chair of the Libertarian Party of Delta County. 
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Focus on Liberty  

2020 LPCO Convention Confirmed Speakers 

Lincoln Chafee is an 
American politician 
from the state 
of Rhode Island. He 
was mayor 
of Warwick from 
1993 to 1999, 
a United States 
Senator from 1999 to 
2007, and the 
74th Governor of 
Rhode Island from 
2011 to 2015.  

Lincoln Chafee was 
appointed to the 
Senate when his 
father died in 1999, 
and he won a full 
term in 2000. He soon 
bucked the 
Republican Party, 
opposing President 

(Continued on page 10) 

Scott Horton is director 
of the Libertarian 
Institute, editorial 
director of Antiwar.com, 
host of Antiwar Radio on 
Pacifica, 90.7 FM 
KPFK in Los Angeles, 
California and podcasts 
the Scott Horton 
Show from ScottHorton.
org. He’s the author of 
the 2017 book, Fool’s 
Errand: Time to End the 
War in Afghanistan. He’s 
conducted more 
than 5,000 
interviews since 2003. 
Scott lives in Austin, 
Texas with his wife, 
investigative reporter 
Larisa Alexandrovna 
Horton. He is a fan of, 
but no relation to the 
lawyer from Harper’s. 

Daniel McAdams 
served as the foreign 
affairs, civil liberties, 
and defense policy 
advisor to U.S. 
Congressman Ron Paul, 
MD (R-Texas) from 
2001 until Dr. Paul’s 
retirement at the end of 
2012. From 1993-1999 
he worked as a journalist 
based in Budapest, 
Hungary, and traveled 
through the former 
communist bloc as a 
human rights monitor 
and election observer. 
He currently serves as 
Executive Director for 
the Ron Paul Institute 
for Peace and 
Prosperity. 

Greg LaPoint is the 
Executive Director for 
the Center for Natural 
Law.  The Center for 
Natural Law is 
designed to educate 
and advocate for the 
natural law system of 
standards for the 
pursuit of excellence. 
Natural Law and 
Libertarianism are 
closely aligned. He 
understands Natural 
Law to be the intended 
complement to 
Christianity while 
offering the ethical 
foundation for society 
and human institutions 
in general. He holds 
two Masters degrees, 
one in Theology and 
one in Philosophy.  

Bette Rose Ryan is 
the Associate 
Publisher at Bent 
Briar Publishing, 
currently located in 
Tucson, Arizona. 
She has served as 
State Chairman, and 
as Fundraising 
Director several 
times, on the LNC. 
She is a committed 
Libertarian activist 
who has played a 
major role in four 
successful state 
conventions and 
three successful 
national conventions 
with the help of 
people like Michele 
Poague, Eva 
Kosinski, Daniel 
Hayes, Alicia 
Mattson, and others.  

Call for 2020 Nominees: LPCO Awards 

T he Libertarian Party of Colorado is looking for 2020 nominees for the following awards, to be given at the Annual State 
Convention. If you wish to nominate someone for one of these awards, Please, list the award and the Nominee’s full name with a 

brief sentence or two stating why you believe this person should be given this award. There is no limit on the number of nominees, and 
you may nominate yourself. 

Thomas Paine Award 
Libertarian who causes libertarian essays, letters, and/or articles to be published.  

The Minute Man 
Libertarians activists who attend outreach events, write letters to the editor, attend forums, lobby at 
the capitol, or serve on local boards. 

The Ptak Award - Activist of the Year 
The most accomplished Libertarian activist in 2019. 

Lexington Award - Lifetime Achievement  
A local Libertarian with more than fifteen years of steady activism. 

Friend of Liberty to Liberty 
Activists whom are not registered Libertarians but do great things in the name of liberty. 
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C olorado will be selecting its delegates to national at 
the 2020 State Convention scheduled for April 3-5, 

2020. At the state convention, you will also have a chance 
to learn what is required of delegates. 

Libertarian state conventions in Colorado are held once a 
year. This is our biggest and most powerful outreach tool 
of the year, both for creating new activists and for 
reaching out to our donors. Finding candidates for office, 
having fodder for media coverage, and having a place for 
Libertarians to gather are also benefits of an expanded 
convention - one with seminars, speakers, events, and 
parties. It showcases a party that is truly growing and is 
successful making it more likely for them to donate their 
time, energy, and money. 

When planning a Libertarian Convention, whether state or 
national, we keep in mind the three ‘E’s of a convention: 

Educate 
Inform members about new laws, party successes, and 
other like-minded organizations. Provide seminars on 
libertarian philosophies, party practices, and activist 
training for those new to the party or those who have a 
passing interest in becoming part of the party. 

Entice 
A convention is a great place to entice members to step up 
their game, maybe run for a board position, become a 
candidate, or take a more activist role. It is a great place to 
encourage donors to go to the next level.  

Energize 
A large convention provides energy and excitement to 
donors, activists, and candidates. What better place to 
recharge than in a hotel lobby and hotel bar full of 
libertarians? Brainstorming with other libertarians in 
person can have a powerful encouraging and uplifting 
feeling. 

A successful convention provides a means for the party to 
complete the business of the party without charge. It 
should have energy and excitement, have a large number 
of attendees and be invigorating to those who attend.  
Donations raised at the convention should be free of 
convention debt and used only for state party projects.  

You are encouraged to attend the state convention so you 
can run for a delegate position. Worried about not having 
enough seats? With even a small increase in national 
membership, less than 300 new members, Colorado could 
increase the number of our delegates by over 50%.  

While the purpose of a state convention is to do the 
business of the party, reviewing our founding documents 
and electing state board members and delegates to the 
national convention, adding seminars that entice people to 
attend creates an atmosphere of excitement and success. 
Having special events allows people to mingle and meet.  

You see, there will be plenty to do even if you are not a 
state delegate.  

BetteRose Ryan has been part of four successful state 
conventions and three successful national conventions 
with the help of people like Michele Poague, Eva 
Kosinski, Danial Hayes, Alicia Mattson, and others. The 
last state convention she and Michele Poague raised over 
$13K at the banquet for the state party. 
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VISIT US  
Web: lpcolorado.org 

FB: Libertarian Party of Colorado 

P lease consider a financial gift to the party to help us continue to spread the word of 
liberty in Colorado to people like yourself and those who are Libertarian, but just 

don’t know it yet.   

You can make an online contribution at: lpcolorado.org/donate or by mail by writing: 
Libertarian Party of Colorado Newsletter 11757 W. Ken Caryl Avenue, F124, Littleton, 
CO 80127.   

As a token of our appreciation, anyone who sets up a recurring monthly donation in any 
amount or a one-time donation of $10.00 or more will receive a Libertarian branded 
webcam cover to prevent spying by the government or private-sector hackers. 

State Chairman: Victoria Reynolds 
statechair@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2021 
 
Vice Chairman: Eric Mulder 
vicechair@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2021 
 
Campaigns Director: Michael Lopez 
campaignsdirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2021 
 
Regions Director: Steve Gallant 
regionsdirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2021 
 
Communications: Stacy Petty 
communicationsdirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2021 
 
Records Director: Mike Spalding 
recordsdirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2020 
 

Legislative: Michael Stapleton 
legislativedirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2020 
 
Treasurer: John Hjersman 
treasurer@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2020 
 
Membership: John Pickerill 
membershipdirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2021 
 
Outreach Director: Brandon Wark 
outreachdirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2020 
 
Fundraising Director: Angela Plummer 
fundraisingdirector@lpcolorado.org 
Term expires: Party Assembly of 2020 

STAFF VOLUNTEERS 
 
Welcome Committee: Marc Montoni 
welcome@lpcolorado.org 
 
Technology Director: Mike Quinlan 
technologychair@lpcolorado.org 
 
Database Manager: David Aitken 
databasemanager@lpcolorado.org 

Board of Directors 

George W. Bush’s tax cuts and casting the only 
Senate Republican vote against authorizing the war 
in Iraq. 
 
In 2006, Chafee lost the Senate seat to Democrat 
Sheldon Whitehouse, and he left the Republican 
Party to become an independent in 2007. Chafee 
endorsed Democrat Barack Obama in 2008, and 
when Chafee ran for governor as an independent in 
2010, President Obama withheld his endorsement 
from Democrat Frank T. Caprio, prompting Caprio 
to say Obama could take his endorsement and 
“really shove it.” 
 
Now, Chafee is a member of the Libertarian Party. 
“They are against capital punishment, pro-choice, 
against war, strongly for the Fourth Amendment, no 
torture,” he explained. “All these things that 
American has gotten away from.” 

(Continued from page 5) 

Have you seen any Libertarians in the news or other 
liberty-related news items?  Would you like to submit 

your own articles for consideration?   
 

Please get in touch with the Newsletter Committee at 
newsletter@lpcolorado.org 
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Douglas & Elbert County LP 
Meet-up is on the 1st  Thursday of 
every month at Sawmill Grill, 
Elizabeth, CO at 6pm. 
 

El Paso County LP Meeting is 
held on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month from 6pm – 9pm at Fargo’s 
Pizza Company. 
 

JEFFCO, The Jefferson County 
Meeting is held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month, 7pm at Old Capitol 
Grill. 
 

Liberty Toastmasters is usually 
held on the 1st  Saturday of every 
month, 10am, at the Independence 
Institute. Please use the North 
Entrance. 
 

Mesa County LP Social is 
usually held on the 2nd and the 4th 
Wednesdays, 5:30pm–8:30pm. Old 
Chicago Pizza and Tap Room. 

Event locations and times are 
subject to change. Visit 
lpcolorado.org regularly to 
confirm dates, times and locations. 
  
Arapahappy will be held on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month at: 
Rancho Alegre, address 420 S 
Chambers Rd. Aurora, Co. 
80017 From 6pm – 10:00pm. 
 

Boulder County Libertarian 
Lunch is held every Thursday at 
Carelli’s Restaurant in Boulder, 
30th & Baseline at 12:15pm 
 

Delta County LP Meeting is 
held on the 1st Saturday of every 
month at Needle Rock Brewing, 
820 Highway 92 in Delta at 6pm. 
 
Denver Libertarian Meet Up 
is held on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 6pm at Dive Inn. 
 

Upcoming Events 

All your freedoms. 
All of the time 

lpcolorado.org  

11757 West Ken Caryl 
Avenue Ste F-124 
Littleton CO 80127 

Pueblo & Otero County 
Meeting is held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month, 6:30pm 
at The Senate Bar & Grill. 219 
S. Grand Ave, Pueblo 81003 
 

LPCO Board Meeting is 
held on the 2nd Monday of each 
month 7pm–9pm at the 
Independence Institute. Please 
use the North Entrance. 


