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Chicago had just decided to "deciare war" on pornograpny.
Eut ttre City Council was exceeded in its asininity by the
v;eather, which was hot enougrh to make the entire city sluggish-
For those of us able to go, the National Convention cou.l-d not
have corne at a better time.

We flew into San Francisco on the midnight p1ane, for rea-
sons of economy, The broken coastlrne around San Francisco is
full of islands and. peninsufas, such that our descent into the
hay revealed an intricate web of lights floating cl'er the d;rlr
ocean. The sight erased all thoughts of Chicago and its petty
dictators.

LPI, NTU Active in Property Tax Revolt
tltro $oulil have thought lt waE poaai.ble?

Right ltorr, the North Sulcurbs of Coot< Counti' ate €llbloiL€al ir a coatlovelsy that coulal be a llbertarian
political activist'B tLe;n. citizens of the Norti Shore alea are enraged at their local goverr8ent. r'he ali6-
conte[t cut5 across gocLa]. bountlaries, affecting bLack anal rrhite, the lolre:a incdre hdieowner as $ell as t]re
we.Iury o$Irer5 of wiLn6tte rEnsl,ons. whatrs Eo!e, the only polltlcal groups to offe! olganizatiolrtl help to
thi6 lrovdront ale lilrertarian onesi naaely, the Natilonal Tar.payers united of IUitois anal the Libertatian Part]t
of rllinols. 1ihu6, both NTI and IPI, which in the past have hatl to slreat blooal to get out 50 ploteaters on
April I5tI, noD flnd thedselves rcrt(ing closely ,lth t}ousands of irate trxpayers leadly aDal willhg to fight
for their rlghta.

Ard tii6 tiue, tax€s arenrt 6hply going to be plotesteal. The "solid citlzeis" of Nortl shore ale re-
fusing to pay their propelty taxes.

T E draltlatlc action taa sparked by the recent reasseas&ent of property la the Northeln Quadlant of Cook
County. ltre leaa6ea&ent6 rrele alone on the basis of "Fai! uarket vatue," a rtethoal which led to tluch higher
valuationg antl con6equently higher tax€B. In certain cases, the incleages were as lruch as 1201, mogt of tlle
fuicreaaea wer6 in the 501-65t range.

mren th6 citizenB got thei! propelty tax bius, the leactioa waa one of shock and anger. Many we.re simPly
urable to pay. But the citizetts alialnr t seem to know witat to do about it. outragetl phone calfels EltanPed the
@ok County Asaoasols Offic6. A f!ont-!,age Chicago Triburte atticle featuretl cdplaints f:.c[n buraleneal taxpayels.
A ti,pical leactLon, atlat one that $oultl irarn tire heart of Libertarians, leatl: "I bittelly resent the goverlanent
trying to steal Ey house frc.r ee, anal that'B what they're aloing. Bor can r pay thls bill? I'herers no way for
me to increase ny inccme er.cept by lohbitrg a bat*." Another tar<payer cdll)laineal: "r just aon't know what to alo.
Itrs frustrating aa heLl. I hea! people talk about a revolution, but I aon't know how to revolt."

Continued on page 3

-- (David Bergland, New LP Chair) Article continued on page Z
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CONVENTION REPOHT Continued from page l

Natlonal conventiotrs tenal to ao things like that: they pluck people out of politlcal reality aDd, for a fer,eupbolic tl,ays, aeceive then into e:(perienciDg ubertrrianislr as the center or trr_e poriticai or,irr"r".. x*.t,ar,r believe tl.t thia @nvention nade trtat experience a rittle bit nole ju.tified ttrin urore.
For on€ thing, tlespite the important ta6k6 of electing a new National cctrmitt6€ and party offLcets, alespiteLe-writlng the Platfoln, ti6re wele tto big fights at this convetrtion, anal no lLagerLtrg e""tioir". Even rDrenotabre waa the fact ttEt with the exceptioo of NathanLer Branalen, Done or tue rlaturia speakers were ti.uer-taliana. Eugene Mccarthy, Tirnothy Lealy, arohn l'larks, Tony sullivan, uargo st, Jales, Bari Ravenal, even RonPaul--all are significant figures floul the "real lrorLal" t,ho share out coDcern fo! inaividual freealom in c€ltaLnarea8, but are not Libeltarians $ith-a-capitar-L. our abiltty to l-nteract with 6uch people is en i-ulpolt:arrt pa:.tof enteling the political lElnstrean.

Libertarian Parnassus, or, The Platform Committee

The first part of the convention to actualfy convene was the Platfore comt ttee. lle libeltarianB ale unigue
in the i.r0portance we attach to ou! platform. Since we aie the only Party that really stands for anything, this
is guite appropriate. Howeve!, solk on the platforam has been getting progressively 6horter every business coo-
venti.on. This ti.ne, the platfolrl c@rtrLittee actualLy finished 9g gglglglg, in contrast to the A.M. bickering6
of 1974, and the post-miilnight hassles of 1975. In aildition, there vele fewer propoBals for changes than in
any pleviouE year. A11 this is inaticatjve of a verlr iEportant point: the pl.atforf, proceedlitrgs have serveal as
an excellent vehicle for arriving at a braoad consensus aE to rhat constitutes li.bertarlanism. It Ls the Party's
,'consciousness-raising" devicei itB positions, arrived at after long debate anal .pproveil by a 2,/3 vote, are the
party,s no6t effective rreapon against conplornise and opporturis. I urge every Party rneuiber rho was not at the
Convention to obtain a copy of th6 nei, platforrl as aooi a6 it is available--anil to reaa every p1a-d< in it.

I serveal on the platfo![ cordittee, along with LPI menibers itoe Cobb anal Daviil Theroux. fhele rere big-
name libertarians like ltalph Raico. urray Rothbaral, tioy Chiltl6, as well as repleB€ntatives from the ten states
with the largest 'Eembership--who ought to be nafieal aE ir€Il, but ire alonrt bave the EtrEce. T:he bulk of ou! nork
consisted of ailding topical references, re-lrriting o! er<IEnaling oltl plar*s, anil uaking the language cleale! ln
it implicattons.

Thele ue!6 only tlro aleaE of aubstantive allsagleeoent. One was foreign policy, ag expected. A nurib6r.of
people fr@ the Floriala r,P anal Dave Nolan of cololaalo, acting with the enalorse[ent of ilohlr Eospera, crLticized
the forelgn policy section of our platfon for le-aving doubta ln thelr nLnals rbout the Libertarian partyrs ccm-
nittnent to a strong national tlefense. Th6 LP platfoEo, as everlrone shoulil knorr, calls for reducing the ovelall
6ize and co6t of our govehmental aefense e6ta.b1l5hment, ld"thaltawal of Ine.ican tloop6 fr@ arounil t-he rro!1al,
negotiations towald nuclear ilisamament, atral indepenalence for all colonial IDsBessio[s, lncluding the Panama
Canal Zone.

TheEe thinga tend to nake nany foraer cotBervatives rather nervous. And the foreign polLcy alebate, far
fron b€itlg a serious challenge to the rel1-e5tablisheil lLbertarian policy of non-intervention in forelg[ affar.rs,
simply reflected this nervousness. The critic6r testlDory a}} follol,ed a simiLar lEtte!'n: there were er.preBsLon6
of Eober concern alout t-he alility of the u.s. to survl-ve, grave references to the soviet Unlon, all leaau.lrg
to a lequest that th€ platform give "a6sursnce6't that tlre LiSertarlan Palty believed that the U.S. [ilitary de-
fenae should be "utrquestiolra.bly"aalequate. tihen apealiDg in gene?alities, the5e crl.tlc6 of ou! foreign policly
planks all aountletl lather cold-warish, Daking lefelencea aa they tlial to Soviet tl@Lnance of the rclltt, the "Etrug-gle b€tween freedom ard slavery", and so on. lrol,ever, vh6n pinn€d to specifics blr questiong fr([ E€mbers of the
platform cmlittee, they genelally acquiesceil to the logric of non-laterventioni l, their rbetoric and, I thLt*,
their feelings' were conse:.vatl.ve, t-heL! minaliB te!6 libeltarian, f'he or[y specific chatrges t-hq, proposed for
the platfoln rtele l) a plank condemnlng terroriso, which was unobjectiona.ble if the label "teltorlsfitn is not
u6ed to slander legitifiate acta of rdbellionr aIll 2) a plan* caUittg upon the goverment to ll.Eit tratle rdth an
"ene ly" in ti.r e of war if th€ goverleent thought Elrch traale tpultl inpair our capaclty for tlefense, r.trich clelarly
contraalicts libertarian prlnciples, anil hatl little support on the floo!. lEhe conservatLve forelgn policy
rebellion turned out to be a real fizrler.

Thele was another area of 6ubstattlv6 alisagaeeDeltt, oDe with fa!-leaching i.nplications left unresolv€d by
both the platfore cooittee antl the Convention aa a r*!016. I'hese argrnents, wtrich aro5e cotrstantly, centereal
on applying libertarian logic within the totally no!-ll.bertarlaD conte*t of the er.LEtlng 9ov6fiE€nt. Irs [urray
Rothbard put it: how ilo $e ale-StatLze aoclety, t Lthout violating properqr rlghts? Shoultl we 6etl gtr?eltretlt
proPelty, or turn it over to the helrE of 6dle atrclent tltle holil6r, o! h.meateatl It? Do Lib€rtalialr electea
officiaLs have a right to their tax-supported salalies?

one propo66l put forth by w. Evela and Rothbard eielplifies tlte knotty coceptual ploblertrs involved in
tfe-statlzing, f*rey ptofDsed a new platfoED plank on "Govelt[€nt HlPloyees, " which rculdl eratenil the Eatch Act
(rrhlch pEohibits fetleral eoplotTe€s frc6 runnbgt for Political oftl,ce) to all state aDd local eqrlqreea, antl alao
advocated plohibitilrg govelinent employees fldr lobhying--4Lp:Ellg-due to the confllct of intereBt ineolvedl.

continuetl on Iraqe 5
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TAX STRIKE Continued from Page I

Ithil6 the poe!,Ie lesiding in North Shore nay be urfaDillar vlth polltlcal actLon, the Libertarian Party
iE trot. Neith€r iE ttra [ational T.xpayerg rrnited of IuLnoia. As soon as the ltLbune altlcl.e was prlnteil,
representativea frao these tt'o olganlzatlora contacted people lu the affectetl c@lnitie6. A eeetLng rrag
arlangeil in Eiranston in tlte h e of IrPI aember ilean llbifohlaton, attd cas atteDaled by irt! Tobtn of NTu, Leotrard
Eart ana--an EvanBtoD reElletrt quoted i! the IriSuE€ artlcle, and I.tiItoE uueller a.Dil lllke Hetrple of IPI. At
thl.s E6eti-Dg, the nTarapayerd Prote6t C@ittee" sas fcrEal, trith EarhaDn aB its h€aal.

flre tactLc of a ta.x Btlike rras auggested at thid lnittal neetlng, but the group aleaaUockedt on the questior!.
S@a ndb€E6, ihile acloaraleilging lts ju5tifia.bility on rblal grountls, thought Urat a tax strike E5 too Etrong
antl xoulil 6care people asay. llbbin rnit t{,ueue!, horeveE, toint€al to the guotations f!.trt the Dibune aE ev.tdence
of ttr6 trrpayers' re\rolutlonarl Dood. It vas agteeil to holdl a itoDtr haur' ttTpe neeting in EvaDston a week
later to 6ee rhat coqlBe th€ p€olrle thedBelvea sal,tefl to take.

ltG ProPosed u€etilg Aiil not get sLileapr€atl coverage. Notlces lan in t-he early otlitions of the Iribune
(but tn€y $e!.e buq)ed f!a[ Iatcr edltlons bI, a story oD Chicago ]lalior Ulchael BilandLc I s honelrEoon--tau about
adiling l&6ult to lnjurf,r). [exa of tJle neetLng relieil heavi.Iy on roral of rEuth.

FLfty p€ople h.d boen e-xpecteal, Deally 2O0 shoveil up. Ilre ro@ bristlea with anti-goverDrent s€lrtiment.
0!16 Ger an i.@igEant deacribeai t-he run-around he E6 givetr hry the A5sessolE of,fLce: rh6n he got hLs asBessDnt
he atteqtt€al to challeDg€ lt, but the office tolal hlt! ta rrait until he receiv€al his biu. tlhen h6 leceived his
bill, the offlce toltl hitl he dhould have chaUengeil hi3 aB8essoent when he first got it. Dlawing on his chLld-
hooil expeEi€lrc6s iD [azi Genarryr, the nan er.claiEetl, "Theae are Nazi tactic6l' a,rd blought ilon r the house. ifllr
Tobin, brandishing a copy of ltturray Rothbardrs Conceived in r.ibertyr extrllained why it was not "unpatriotic" to
lefuae to pay tarea, b!' givilrg oraDples of eatly lDerican tax revolts. HLs final call for a trx strike blought
atr[rlau56. Eyen b€fore the actual vote, the people iD attendarce left Uttle iloubt that a tlx stri]e *aa by no
Dsans ntoo raalical" for theo.

Paasitrg th€ hat--or In UrIs case, a shoebo*--rals€d ove! S400.0O fo! prirt:[ng aid a hllf-trEge aaver.tia€oent
Ln the PioDeer P!es6. lt'Ir6 n66ti!lg produceA er.cellent publtctttr, a Daily xews article on page thre€ald a TElbune
atticle atLerlated the interest of so6 Eaalio stations arrd trro tele(,lalofi statioDB. ro reach eveD mlre trxpay-
era, tlle group h.s b6en leafletltrg the ilovntoya area5 of tlle nolth Shor6. lleetings are also belrg set up in
other tax torrnshlps. Euch as clelrvLerr, Palatine, and flLluette.

ilL[ Iobin, w]D has alolre aD er.cel]ent job aa priDary spoke@an, prodluceil a set of tl@nal6 rhlch !u6t b6 lEt
before tbose witSlDlding Urelr tares rriU IEy. larese deman& incluile: I) Exteniing tlre aleadlLne for payEent of
propeEty t xea tlEee lloDthat 2) An enit to rrfair narket valu.tj.on. rhLch nales taxe6 lro qp wlth govelturent-cleateA
lnflatLon, 3) No Inclease in tax ratea $it$out a publLcauy-announceal referenah.ei 4) Alloslng any t€L!,.ye! to
attq)t to leduce tar lates through !ef€!enih&, tE, obtalning a certaln nlaber of petition sLgnatureB r atd
5) No liabtlitle5 or penaltlos fo! poqrle participating in Ute stril(e. with the exception of t-he 1a.6t Lteor,
none of the al{arda ate guite as tq)oltant aa t}e Dere alevLc€ of a tax strike a.l a neans of iDfluenclng the
tr olitical cli.nate.

ft,o daye befoae the (Iegal) ileailline for t x payDent, a protest ul1L be held In Ev.nston. A large turBout
i5 exp€ct€al. IrntLl tjrefl, the Party, mf, and alea activists riU be buay puttLng up postels anil leafleting
thel! c@unities. Any l.eade! interested in joining or contributing noney to this rcv€oent can call 763-5L22
ot 525-623L during the alay. or 287-0969 in the evenitrg6.

llo, effectlve ttre ltriXe,ill b6 ls it6lrend6nt upon Eany unplealictable thl.nga. But by any atant ard, our
effoat5 thua far have beear er.tre[ely !€ualilr.trg, anil if tie pouticl.a.n6 arenrt paying attetltion, theyru be
Eorty. lttr6 Etrlke Day tlot cripple t$e County govefiD6nt o! euen coo€ nea! it, Lnrt even so, thousanas of people
h8ve et ther taken actlolr.B o! have been er.poseii to lilesE whl.ch question tlte very legithacy of govertuient,

The Cato Institute by Dayrd rherour

(Editorrs Note: David Theroux will be J.eaving the LPI in a few montJrs to go to work for the new Cato
rnstitute in san Francisco.)

Without any aloubt, the Ln6titutioD of t$e dbertallan Party has been tlle DaJor ele[ent in galvaniting the
liJreltarlan oovaetrt. ahe LP has b6et! aioraDouaty 6ucce5Eful in liter.Uy calvltrg oqt of the "Anericanistrl vs.
c@rnier'E!,opia of tJ!€ Lileologr.cally utraahed llaaB€a, atl enti!6ly treH constltuency.

But f,6 rnu5t not alel.rd6 orEa€Ivea slU! auch LqEessLve gains. lluch h.rtl sork rdl.ins to be tlone, a,rd nuch
of thLs $ork [uEt be don€ hy otgtaDlrations outslde ttre Party, La response to the mEhrooming dlemands for great_
6r iliv.Lslot! of labor Ln tlt€ @veoettt.

such an organLratlon L! tbc secedtly forned CAfo hstitute for Pdtlic Policy Re3earch, tlirected by Edrarri
H. cr.n€, past NatIoDAl Chalrl,€rEotr of tie LlbertErl.sr Partti. Ihe Institute is naoed after the libertalian
p.qrhl6ta, Cltors Ltters, drLch ver6 rrEitten by tso Eng1lBlmen, ilohn Trenchardl and liho'lia8 Goldon. qg!g!
IgqE y€r6 viilely reail in the e.rly part of th6 €Lghte.nth century adn playeat a Eajor lole it laying the
phttoEol,hlc.I fou.Ddrtion fd UE lelicatr Rsvo1ution. ltre Cato hstltute ha.s lreen tlesigreal to provlde a vital
lttrk batreen schola! ard activist, and to ttlr€ctly aaaLst i!t611L9ent lay people (tho3e in businesa, goverrment,

Page 3 continueal on Page ?



But Does lt
by George O'Brien

Help?
A free soclety rtU Eot lu5t hatpen. It rLu trJ(e a lot of tLue atlal effoat to brlng about t}e tor.t of

eultutal cltaDge required. It is enoouraging to see li.b€Etaria.us alrl,oua to do thl.ngs, but vbry itiscouragtlg
to s€e this energy rri3directetl.

EffoEta ale tlisililecteal $tren Bcarce titDe atrd re6orEc€s are uEeA in rays unll*ely to bltng .bout long-totr
changeE. Ihe nost c([rlon leaaon for tht8 probledt IieB In the faLlure of nany Ilbertatialrs to grsap tJt6
baaLc tequitement6 for auccesB.

Ilhe basic requilements are theae r flr6t, i[cr€ase tlle tlrrllb6r of Lib€rtartars, second, ittcrease the
petEonal anal olganizatlola1 effectLvon€a8 of Li.bertatiars, anil thtral, t ltrcr6r8e public awarene8s of what
Llbeltatianis i3. Recruiting, tlalnlngr/educating, and pblicity ai€ !€guired to buLLl an offective lE|verent.

By uBing theEe tlree Pri.&ary crLteria aE a stantlard, it ts togsible to tttenttfy ELsdl.Lroctetl actLvitLes
which use ot}er nstandlrds":

t{inning El-ections: There is a strong body of Libertarians who place such a high emphasis on winning
elections that ttrey downplay much of tlte essence of what makes Libertarians different. The effect is a
campaign which provides nothing of val-ue unless the candidate wins.

I,[arketing people refer to "product differentiation" as the strateg"y of emphasizing trhy something is
different, and hopefully, better. Watered-down ca-utpaigns are unlikely to be effective marketing tooIs.
Why should anyone accept any of our ideas if ttrey can get more comfortable approaches elsewhere? Because
our difference makes a difference?

ProlrotLng rsaues: often Libertatlans becde to vrappeal up in pr@titrg the case for a partLcular i5sue
that they loae 5i9ht of any larger goals. ltrey wtU atodnplay the fact tbat tiey aEe LibeEtalians, they
niU fail to relate Ute ia6ue to bEoad€r principles, atxil they wiU fail to bring aE6ociates frdl other
grouPs lnto contact slth t-he Libertarian Dveoent. Insteaal, t}r6y Irush the Lssue for lt6 ot t! g!ke.
Yet even victory on a single Lssue is of little value If the social cIi.E te whtch createal the issue is not
turned in our atl.rection, Gollen oppoltunities for alaling'the lilcertarlan cause are oftelr lost becauEe a Eingle
lssue bec@es the only goal.

Capitalism without Libertarianism: Many times Libertarians try to promote ttre free market r+ithout reference
to li-belt lian principles,o! any kind of ethical plinciple. A6 with the slngle-issue people, the!' prodote
caPitalist! for its dtr aa]e. Little effoit is rEae to introduce p€ople to libertariards a6 a Bttole. Rather,
they duPucate the Charber of C@erce approach. Ilre U-bertarian cau5e galna v€ry Iittle frco this. lx'he in-
effectiv€neEs of this app.oach is il,luatrated by tlte failure of t$e fountlation for Ecot @ic Etlucation (F.E.E.)
to exPand t-he intellectual &atket fo! crpitalism, atue to Ltg sclutr uloua avolalance of civLl tiberttea LBBues.

tlbst plojects are ne!.ely nlsalirectett, but s@e are ill-advigeal frd tlle stait. I|oo close an asaociation
with conservalive grouPs hurts our "Product diff€rentiatlon. " A siDllar crlticis could be rnaale of aBBoclatLng
with latlical left groups (alt}owh they seem to be avoiding close contact anPrray). In.ny ca3e, tlle failule
lies in not follot ing t-he three criteria.

Why a.e 5o nany gooal ploJect6 6rd people nisdirected? Ihere are a variety of leaBon, but lrro stEike ne
a6 palticularly sigElifLcant. ODe ia a dleaire of certain people to be I'Big Shots." They get oth6r libeltar-
ian6 to work for tbeir ovtr personal 6910 tripa. Builating the &veaErrt iloes not glve tico Ur€ sare sEtiEfaction
they can get, for example, fEd trying to "actually E!9" alr election b!, runninq an aueged libertarian as a
Republican. While there is Dothing i-ldloral ln t-Ilese inilivialuals I u6e of tlelt ti.ae in this Bay, it is frautl-
ulent to allag other Ubertati.ng into such projects on the pr@tiee Lt wi1l help Li.be!.tari..ais.

the second najor cause of mi6tlirection 15 a very aholt-range nentality. ttrdi of the rrork done to build
the movement has litt1e vi6ibJ.e effact in tlle sholt !un. But it LB ttre onLy yay Dajo! change can, iD tire, be
brought about. The incresental effect Libertarlans el-Il have ongovelbfirent action i6 currerltly quite slau. But
a large, competent, articulate Llbertallan novement in a aociety sldch haa 6o[le lflea of rfiat libertarientem ia
all about $ou1d be extr@eLy effective. I'his is Dirat E should try t accorErlish, al*ays avoitling t-he tenpta-
tion to dllvert ou! reEoulces f!@ the 5tluggle to achieve t-hls atate of affalr6.

In spite of nisdirection, the libeltatian novarent has gloEr and will continue to do so. lle have lncreaseil
oura effectivenesE. we have incleaaed t-he publicts awaren€lEa of 1i56rta!ian goala. flhe first stelE have b€en
maale, but we should not pemit these gains to bo foat by nisallocating ou! feaoulcea.
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Cootiaued FlE page 2

I|ov clcarly/ tb.Ee i5 a confll'ct of lrtterest xiren tbousattb of goveE&ent e[ployeea tote for l€gislatiotr
rhich fattelrE ti€L! rB1l6t5 at th. t r.Pay6rr B e:pe[ae. covelr[ent eq)Ioyo€shave lreen insttlDental, tor exlrple,
ln d6f6aiitlg tar !ttitatioD refeaelila. lta prcibl@ is gettirEr ,b!e pronouEc€d as the proportion of public soctor
eqrloyee3 gEvs fn Prol,ctlotl to tlre PrLvat€ s€ctor. But the oppotrents of this Deasure rsk€d: $try stop rrith
goverd€ot e4[ry?ea? !ry irdtvtaiual or grouP voting fo! a govelruent prograD fr@ Etrl.ch j.t will benefit shoulil,
by the se lqlc, be A€oieal voting rlgltta. But tlisfranchiseoent of atryone L6 . very, ve4r touchy subject, givea
ttre fact tl|at eut6s eaD lrtistest peoPl€ | s ri9fr.6 aa velt aE violate theo. tflretho! justified or not, ttisenflan-
chi5ellent hls (ainouE, even farcl,st oyertoo€s to DaDy p6ople, auch a planJ. rculd be an eaay target for a guote
out of eoatc:lt s€eldDg to seai thd Par"bI. Itre CoNretrtion tabletl the iaeue, after an evelly divided platform
coDl.ttao E€Dt lt to t.Ire floor.

l{ew Officers Run UnoPposed

Ia fa! aa dty, old corltnBtlti('l bl5itets goeE, thinqa rEle changed, but rton6 of the cha[ge6 nake goodl cotr4,. For€a4r1e, th€ Country uas ilivLded ut, lrto D6r t_egdonsr lllirDta| nes regional tEltners are Inaliara, Kentucky, MichtgEn
anal fLsconsLn. David B€rglatld *as elEcteil our nq, tEtional chair an, !t. L. Hanson was electeal vice-chal!, and
G!.eg AlIe! ras ol.ect€d f!6a.lur€r. Ihey el1 Ean uDotrpoBca.

Bob elel. foler IllLDois r€Bi&Dt, at tto{rncd hr.s letiEemnt as Er<ecutive Diiector at tlre conventlon. I,helational Party|s loaa is our gain, b.ever, Bob ptans to return to Delalb arial stay actlve aB a apeak6! atrd lect-
urer.

But the queBtion teDaiD.s: hoy alo ,e plotrDse to get rial of tlte goven&ent, it6 ploperty and its conttacts
atd it6 I,oBe!., ,"itbqrt b€ittg (or appealiDg to b€) ae albltrar.l, and tleEtluctlve as the govelDEent lt6elf was when

It grabbed it? ChooEtDg a Just drd efficacious theory of de-Statilittg iB not an acaaleoic question t'ut a ttctical
of o.tle!rc placLical i.&portance fo! Ur6 Party. Ihia lrEue yill have to be faceal by.libertarian thinkers anA

future platform comnitteee.

Ite e@1tt6e had its lighter !@ntE. too. S@e of t.}ra Dre hruolous occurirencea sele not lntenaled to be
flrrlrry. Cir6 !,6rson teattfyi-Dg before Ura platf@in cqroitt€€ sinc€rely recotuontled putting a tri-bute to AF Ra l
on the firBt lrage of our plrtfor[. (]lobod!' roufaf gag at t]re iflea ae much aE Raial herself, Irm aure.) BiIl Everg
at one point l,EotrDs€al to replace Ute xoril "oyater5" vlth t-he r.ora "6he11f!sh" Ln a Eection on tjre Law of the sea.

saial, "is g trtbute to AF Ratd-tle viltue of sh6ufi6hn€a8. rr To top It off, one thoughtful feUor,
propos€d a rahole trev platfolo plank--on extraterrestrialB. lttrile he yae of courae slncere in hiE conceln foE the
rLghta of vlsitors.fron arother planet. f t}l.nk the libeEtatian platfom iE bizzatre enough ta &any people already,
sithout Daking it dorrright zany.

By Alida Jatich

Recently irr the Daily News there aSrpeared an
article which insisted that tlne retention of natural
gas price controls is a victory for the "little gnry"
against "Big Oil". ttis article was sheer dema-
goguery, it could not and did not bring forward any
facts to support such a stand.

Numerous studier, such as the Market Oriented
Program Planning Study cited by George O'Brien
in the last issue of this newsletter, have revealed
that decontrolling natural gas prices would allow
a moderate rise in these prices to make it worth-
while for gas producers to extract and distribute
enough gas to obl-iterate our present gas shortage.
fhe gas consumers would be better off than at pre-
sent because, with t}te current gas shortage, they
are forced either to do wittrout (often by closing
down factories and laying off workers) or to buy
substitutes, such as coal- or petroleum-derived
products, which cost much more than would the natu-
ral gas, trere it available at the decontrolled
price. In addition, the price-decontrolled natural
gas would be produced here, making us less dependent
upon ttre tender mercies of the OPEC cartel. The best
way to break up a cartel j.s to fjrd and produce a
good substitute for wtratever ttre cartel is producing,
thereby elimi:rating part of their market.

Far from being a victory for the "Iittle 9uY",
the retention of price controls guarantees lost wages

from factory shutdowns, higher prices for manufactured
good,s whenever coal and petroleum products must be

substituted for natural gas, lJreater pollution prob-
lems from burning coal and Petrolerlrn products instead
of natural gas, and the disappearance of our money

into the hands of the OPEC robber barons-

In the newspaper article, however, there was
something even subtler and more insidious: the
creation of a scapegoat, "Big Oil". It is the gov-
ernment that has created our natural gas shortage
and our dependence upon outside sources of energy.
OiI importers have encouraged this in order to push
out domestic energy producers, but the oil industry
as a whole is not to blame. At any rate, if we des-
troyed the oil and gas industriesf we would only
destroy ourselves; many of us work in these indust-
ries, all of us consume oi1 and gas, and more of us
depend upon income from oil and gas investments than
are aware of it: many company and union pension plans
and many insurance companies own oj-l and gas invest-
ments.

The answer, therefore, is not to cripple or
destroy the oil and gas industries, but to take away

the power of the government to favor any one business
at the expense of anY other.

US Y5. THETUI?
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by Robert Ringer (reviewed by George O'Brien)
Robert Ringer i3 best il,escEibed as a "top philosophcln sho aloesn't accelrt th6 idea tlrat he stroultl sacliflce

hLs lrtereBts for othels. If t.lEt lalea 6ound5 faliLiar, it 6hou1tt, t}re people he claLDs have lnfluenced hii
DEt are Alm RaDd aIrd Earry Brosne. In ahort, Ringer giv6s a v€ly llbertariaD gutale to iqrrovtng onc's lLf6.
Ilhe exciting part is tltat he p!€Bents tJtls t htlosothy in a freah, entertaltdng, atril often hrrEoroua ray vhich
E l<es lt ea6y to accept. To be blunt, I r,Lsh I had ir!itt6! it.

RingeE aBsclibeg the valioua hurdleE rtrlch gtartil In t.}te rray of happineaa. It Just Eo hrlrlr€8r6 tlrlt govern-
n6ttt iE obe of theo. In casual asidles epreaal tlrroughout th6 book, h€ cliticize6 t}6 F€d€lal ReBerve Bysts, the
social secullty ay6teo, ard other governnent bn6tro€itle5.

. But his Dain point tE tlle Dodl-tolitIcal otre t-hat :rou nuat look out fo! nNl[ib€! On6" if you want to be
tralE)lr, anat he gives a 1ot of fine. suggestions as to hoir to iio it. Even to people etlo knoir tie aources of hl.5
ialea6, Rlnger haa a lot to say. To people ner, t, the noveoetrt, It ia to be atrongly r6c@endied.

800rs ron [r8E[TAF. tflf

Looking Out For Number One

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:

If the folloning is worthy of someone's ti:ne in
responding, I'd appreciate a corunent;

What is the Libertarian analysis of the mandatory
response requirements of ttre U.S. Censuses of Population,
Housing, and Agriculture and of the Economic Censuses?

The American Statistical Association Ad Hoc Corun-
ittee on Privacy and Confidentiality has included in
its report a recorunendation for continuance of the
mandatory response requirement and penalty of a fine
for failure to respond. (The American Statistician,
November, L976). Their reason is ttrat it is in the
public interest to obtain complete and accurate data, and
mandatory is the way.

How do I get them to see the light--Voluntary Is
Better?

J. McJohnston

ilE?mHEtt flrEotf

EditOr'S Rgply tu, Georse o'Brien)

Every vested interest group perceives its personal
interests as being for the "national interest-" Debated
on its own merits, ttre small inconvenience of ansr+ering
a bunch of outrageously personal and snotty questions
can't compare with the well-being of thousands of finrs
who get their marketing research d.one free-. - Some peo-
p1e will use this sort of cost,/benefit calculus and de-
cide, "Yes, slavery is for the good of society." Sound
absurd? Read the apologists for slavery prior to the
Civil War, and you may get a different view. Ultimately,
it is ethical principles versus convenience. If you think
not, read the Dred scott decision. E

F,h"
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"f'U toll you why the pvprnment't in trouble,
Ifilrilh&. Everyone urc oould bo& to for

loadcruhtp ls too emsrt to nm for offlco.'



lorul Cluh ]leuus
]IIcHENRY COUNTY
Robert Randall
91 East St., Crystal Lake, 60014
815/ 459-4929 (home)
312/ 276-8500 (work)

SPR!HGFIELD
Gary Burpo
2528 Manchester, Springfiel d 82704
217 / 787-t4st

NOHTH SIDE
Joe McCaffrey
1960 N. Lincoln Park W., Chicago, 60614
312/ 528-9083

SOUTH SIDE
Elaine or David Theroux
5616 So. Blackstone, Chicago 60837
3t2t 95s-2442

NORTHWEST SIDE
Wayne Openlander
3132 N. Lowell, Chicago 60641
312/ 283-1690 (home)
3l2l 966-4752 (work)

NORTH SHORE
Michael Hepple
312/ 328-3654

WEST SUBURBAN
Tom Cain
163 N. Harvey, Oak Park 60302
3121 383-8359 (home)

312/ 236-1996 (work)

SOUTH SUBURBAN
James C. Jones

11123 St. Lawrence, Chicago 60628
312/ 468-8805

LAKE COUNTY
Marji Kohls
1002 Valley Dr., Wildwood 60030
312/ 223-8417 (home)
312/ 546-8215 (work)

DuPAGE GOUNTY
Ray Birks
4718 Lee Ave, Downers Grove 60515
3r21 968-5006

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
Bill Mitchell
6r8/ 439-6004

ROCKFORD
James Dunkel
5462 Rickswood, Rockford 61107

815/ 877-632r

DEKALB
Marc Swanson
815/ 758-4073

TRI-CITIES
Richard Wetzel
309/ 764-1049

PEORIA
William Scudder
113 Pebble St., East Peoria, 61611

309/ 699-0922

CHAMPAIGN/URBANA
Jeff Dehn
2r7/ 3s9-3s83

METRO EAST
Bill Brockus
ll7 S. Kansas, Edwardsville 62025
618/ 656-4351

Continued frdl page 3

anal acatlemla wtloso alecisions iletel.tllne the direction of our 6ociety) in folrmrlatlng their o$n LaleaB on gtbric
poticy.

Cators Lnaglnative anal well-fundeal activLties are meaDt to aUov libertarial analysiE to reach the Large6t
and !|ost influential segnents of ImelLcan socletlr, I,he Instltute's prolectB incluale:

---The PlotluctLon of fiLmE artal alebate6 for televisio[, raalio c@mentaries anal speaker,s tours.

--The g$lishing of Inquiry ,nagarine, a najo! new bi-lreekLy jourtEl of poli.tical affairs, edtteal by Bill
Ev6ra and Ralph Raico. IE1ry ts an excitlng alevelotrment, it is an ',outleach publicalion,, neant to
reach a no!-ll-bafta.rian aualience. A5 auch it nerges $riters like Robert Nozick and Murray Rothbaralyith NoaD Cho@sky, Ron D€IItnE altt Eugene ltccarthy.

---The Publiahtng of Llberty lbsttacts, a nera journal cdE iling .eference infonEtion on all recent
alevelolftents In llbert rLen scholarship on a !.o!l.d-rritte basis. It slU be eaiteil b!, Leonaral liggio.

---Reaearch and PublicatloD oD Dajor areas of public policy iteb.te, Buch as energy, soci.al seculity, aDalforeign tol-tcy.

---Atr eggreEaLv€ c4lrus pEolrrall ailed at effectLng Dajor dhiftB in the iileological direction of students
.nit faculty.

tho €Dtire scoP€ of cato's york yLII continue to €rpanil as curtent trEojects progress. In sum, the cato
InEtittrte iE a! axciti-q ileveloFoent tlDt ntll hel.t, gtve lib€rtalianilo a tl lnant role in pubLlc debate.
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LET us KNOW what your local clubs
have been doing and what activ-
ities you are Planning- We would
like to pubtish stories about
Iocal camPaigns, Iectures, debates,
meetings, and social activities,
and about local news events which
pertain in some way to Lilcertarian
issues. Please send articles to:

George O'Brien
12O E. George St- 516
Bensenville, IL 60106
595-4277

**t

*d(t

IF YOU DID NOT GET THIS
NEWSLETTER. ..

If you know of any LPI
members or newsletter subscribers
who have changed their addresses
or who are not receiving their
newsletters for any other reasonf
please send a note to Alida Jatich,
2442 E. 75th St. #3, Chicago, IL
60649, or call 731-6908.

Libertarian Fair Booths A Success:
For the first time the Lp had fair
booths in two county fairs. The
Dupage booth is of course nothing
new, but clearly the name recognit-
ion is getting even better. The
Lake county fair booth lras a first
time project, and attracted quite
a bit of interest. Many thanks
are extended to aI1 those who helped.

**t
NEXT SCC MEETING: Aug. 2I-, L977
at 2:00 P.M., Marji Kohls' home,
1002 Valley Dr., Wildr+ood, IL
60030. CaIl 223'84L7 if you don't
have directions. (Joe Cobb
should be sending those out. )

***

LIBERTARTAN SPEAKEES BUREAU iS
being set up through the concerted
effort of Party and non-Party liber-
tarians. this will be an important
new contribution to the sPread of
libertarian ideas. We need peoPle
who can he1p with mailings, as well
as speakers who can hold forth on
libertarian foreign policy, economics
etc. We also need contacts with
groups which require speakers for
ttreir meetings. Potential speakers
should caII Milton lv1ueller at 3L2/
525-6231; those who can put us in
touch with speaking engagements
should call John Adrian at 312,/
486-8218.

***

"Your return weg meat and accurate and
indicsted that you understood the forme
cornpletely . . . what ue wu.nt to knor'+

it horo?"

LPI RADIO APPEAEANCE Steve
Ne1son, our loveahle former chair,
made a very successful radio ap-
pearance on WKQX, a youth-oriented.
rock station broadcast in Chicago
and reaching as far as Cha:npaign/
Urbana. Steve appeared with some
folks from NORML to discuss drug
laws. Astutely broadening the scope
of the discussion to include AI,L
drugs, Steve's advocacy of the in-
dividual's right to control his or
her own body drew many favorable
comments in the Party mailbox. One
letter was from a convicted dealer
presently residing in Statesvill_e
prison.

TTM TIBERTARIAN PARTY OF IILINOIS
IS IN THE PI.ANNING STAGES FOR OUR 1978
CAIIIPAIGT'I. ONLY A FEII MORE CAT{DIDA?ES
REMATN TO BE SI,ATED.

AT THIS STAGE, WE AAE SETEING
UP OUR CANDIDATE TRAINING SE},TINARS
AIiID RESEARCHING ISSTIES. l'IE }IAVE AIso
BEGUN THE PREPARATION OF HANDOUT LIT-
ERATURE.

news
es

THE
},IAL
OUR

THE

ALL THESE THINGS COST }IONEY.
DEII,IAND FOR FUNDS EXCEEDS THE NOR,
COSTS OF PARTY ACTIVITIES, A}ID
TREASURY IS BEGINNING TO FEEL
PINCH.

TAR TREK I...The McHenry'
County Libertarians will sponsor
a road rally, "ELry", oE
Sept. 25, L977. Registration
will begin at 1:00 P.M., first
car off at 1:30 P.M. Registration
at Crystal Point l"lall Parking Lot,
S.E. corner, Crystal Lake. Any
roadworthy 4-wheel vehicle is eli-
gible. Trophies will be awarded
t'o top 3 finishers, free dashboard
plaques for every car. Join us
for a sporting romp through beauti-
ful l,lcHenry Countyl No previous
rally experience necessary.
optional dinner at a worthy Crystal
Lake chophouse after the day's
frolic, followed by a few words
of wisdom from an erudite Libertarian
speaker. If you dontt have a carr
navigate for a friendi

CaIl tsob Randall (8I5) 459-4929
for detaiis and directions. Regis-
tration fee to be announced. in next
newsletter, plus an article on
rallying -

TTIE PLANNING STAGES OF A CAPI.
PAIGN MAY BE INVISIBLE, BUT THEY ARE
E\IERY BIT AS IMPORTA}IT AS THE CAI/I-
PAIGN ITSELT" WE VASTLY INCREASED
OUR POTITICAL EXPERIENCE IN BOTH THE

1976 CAMPAIGN A$ID THE CHICAGO EFFORT.
IF WE SPEND THE TIME AND }'IONEY NOW

?O PREPARE, WE CAN EXPECT THE
POLITTCAL RESULTS TO REFLECT IT.

PI,EASE HELP US It{AKE TTM UPCOMING

CA}4PAIGN A PROFESSIONAI, AND EFFECTIVE
ONE. I HOPE THAT EVERY PARTY MEMBER

WILL HELP US AT THIS CRUCIAI STAGE

WITH A TEW EXTRA DOLI,ARS.

ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE

LIBERTARIA}.T PARTY OF ILLINOIS:

$s $10 $20 $so

NAME

ADDRESS

x R.5-

The Illinois Libertarian is published monthly hy the Libertarian Party of Il1inois. Subscription
included r,ith annuaL lrenbelship iD the LLbeltarlan Patty of IUinoiar S20,/sustaini.ng, S8/regular, S6lstudent.
The view6 expressetl helein are not necessariLy those of IPI, its officer.E, Deobe!6, o! th6 editor, ceolge
O'Brien. Articles should be submitted to the editor, The lltinois Libertarian; member
should be directed to the LPI, Posta1 Box L776, Chicago, rL 60690.
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