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LPO CHATRMAN CONGRATULATES CAMPAIGN WORKERS

Congratulations to gll campaign workers and contributors! I'm sure each
of you feels, as I do, that the effort we poured into the MacBride-Bergland
campaign has been well worth it., Most Americans now have been exposed to
libertarianism, through the TV and radio ads, appearances on Today, Firing
Line, Meet the Press, Good Morning America, PBS specials, nationally syndi-
cated columns, plus pages of write-ups in national magazines, plus hundreds
of local radio and TV talk show appearances, plus local press, radio and TV
coverage wherever Roger and Dave went, and they went everywhere. Not only
have most Americans been exposed to libertarianism, but millions of them have
been exposed to it three, four or more times, which is when it starts to make
a permanent impression.

Virtually every major TV and radio news department and newspaper editori-
al staff in the country knows about us now. Sure, a few news departments,
located mainly in large cities, still treat us as a novelty item, but this
attitude is offset by many areas of the country where the Libertarian Party
is already the major opposition to the Democrats. As the Republican Party
continues to decline in the next few years, they will have to pull out of
more and more races in order to concentrate their shrinking funds into races
where they still have a chance of winning. Republican politicians, concerned
with their electability, will defect to the Democratie Party in droves, leav-
ing the door wide open for the Libertarian Party to become the number two
party in more and more areas of the country., Eventually, even the big city
newsmen will begin to wake up and take us seriously..

But it won't happen automaticallyl It's going to take lots of hard work
and money in the next three years, running local campaigns; making personal
contact with, and activating, new libertarians who, up to now, have been reach-
ed only via the news media; continuing to build up our grass roots organization,
expanding into more counties, townships, wards, and precincts,

We already have a better grass-roots organization than any other minor
party, including Eugene McCarthy, but the only way the media (and thus the
public) will find out about it is if Libertarian candidates start popping
up all over the country, including Ohio.

Everyone has had a nice rest from campaigning since November 2. Now
is the time for every activist to begin campaigning for your local city
council or mayor's seat. It's too early to announce your candidacy, but it's
not too early to start laying the groundwork., For the next couple of months,
this means making yourself known in your community. Write letters to the
editor, Get on TV editorial reply programs. Give speeches, Join your local
Jaycees, Rotary, or Kiwanis, Get to meet the leaders and activists in your
community. In addition to the civic organizations, get involved with issue
groups like NCRML, ABATE, NCW, and the ACLU. Don't Just go to meetings,
Volunteer for work., Become known to their leaders as an activist, Most of
your support in a local election will come not from LPO members in other



parts of the state but from people in your own community who know you personally.

Another facet of campaigning that you cean begin right now is research.
Find out results of past elections. Get a copy of your city's budget. Study
your local ordinances for points to attack. Attend council meetings and find
out where the incumbent stands on issues. Listen to your new friends at the
Jaycees or Rotary to find out what issues you may be able to exploit. Go to
your library and read books on local campaigning strategy, especislly Steven
Shaddegg's "How to Win an Election.® Find out residency requirements and re-
quirements and requirements for circulating petitions.

As Shaddegg pcints out, because most people are indifferent about local
elections, an election cen be won by & small group of active campaigners who
will ring every doorbell and, gs a neighbor, ask their neighbors to vote for
you. Your task now is to attract that small band of supporters by getting

involved in your community,
--Bob Lehman

THE SECOND LIBERTARIAN REVOLUTION
A Report on the 1976 LP Convention
by Everett DeJager

Imagine an event is teking place that will lead to the creation of a world
without war, without poverty, without the curse of bad government. And you are
there. You are a participant in the launching of a movement that will be
written up by future historians as the Second Libertarian Revolution.

That was the theme of the 1976 convention at the Statler Hilton in

Washington, D.C.
This exhilarating event got off to a slow start., Several of us hit town

Thursdey morning at about 9. Our hotel rooms were not ready and we found that
the Thursday events had been cancelled except for the boat ride. This gave
us time, however, to stroll around town and stop in at the National LP head-
quarters in P Street. There we found severzl busy people making up conventicn
folders and cleaning up last-minute details. There we met Linda Webb, con-
vention coordinator. She was answering the phone, and answering it, and
answering it. Throughout the convention I never saw Linda except in swift
motion,

The boat ride took us a few miles up and down the Potomac, Beautiful.

When the top deck got too cold, we went downstairs and listened to the dixie-
land jazz combo,

Friday morning began the serious events, a hard-driving sequence of speeches
and panels that always finished late. There was never a free time for lunch
because there was always something going on,

The quality of speakers was really impressive., There is no shortage of
college degrees and just plain smarts in the Libertariean Party., Some of them
don't know just how to handle a microphone, but they certainly know their facts,
their history, and their philosophy. I was amazed at the number of philo-
sophical questions and problems involved in libertarianism,

Describing the high spots is like trying to find the best notes in a
Beethoven symphony, but let me try. Friday evening there was a reception for
David Bergland. Since everybody was standing, David stood on a chair so he could

be seen, and briefly addressed the group., Roger MacBride was there, and so were
some TV people. With their camere and lights and microphone on a long stick,

they following him around while he made small talk,
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On Saturday Earl Ravenal discussed a non-interventionist foreign policy.
Would you believe that our involvement in South Korea will cost us five billion
dollars next year?

Then there was a four-man panel on victimless crimes. This is an issue
that Libertarians can really get hot on. They did. Then came Natheniel Branden,
who really had not taken the Libertarian Party too seriously until he attended
the convention., He does nowe.

Late Saturday came the Grand Banquet honoring Roger MacBride, After Roger's
speech there was a solicitation for funds to run more TV commercials, To the
strains of soft piano music the pledges kept rolling in, snd about $17,000 was
contributed by the 500 or so delegates attending.

The highest point of the evening for me was the feeling I got from Roger's
speech--he convinced me I could dare to believe it could actuelly happen, the
Second Libertarian Revolution.

Suncday wes expected to be a let-down, but it didn't work out that way.
Defending the undefendables (Walter Block) was the breakfast theme, and stimu-
lated a lot of strange ideas. Then came a panel on Austrian Economics, which
should be dull, but was not. Then Peter Breggin went deeply intc psychological
motivation, touching what may be the core of the whole problem. He attempted
to develop an answer to the question, "when a human being has the oprportunity
to teke a step and become free, why does he not take that step?®

The real let-down was a return to the real world, in which Libertarians
are only a tiny minority, where your neighbors are willing to hire gunmen to
put pornographers in jail, where unions still erect picket lines around factories,
and hold them for ransom, and people still don't understand that the government
they run to forsupport or protection is placing a noose around their neck,

SAY NOT THE STRUGGLE NOUGHT AVAILETH

Say not the struggle nought avasileth, Ber |:¥’S World

The labour and the wounds are vain,
The enemy faints not, nor faileth,
Andas things have been they remain, “

If hopes were dupes, fears may be liars;
It may be, in yon smoke concealed,
Your comrades chase e'en now the fliers,

And, but for you, possess the field.

For while the tired waves, vainly breaking,
Seem here no painful inch to gain,

Far back, through creeks and inlets making,
Comes silent, flooding in, the mein,

And not by eastern windows only, “Furthermore, we should CONTINUE to search
%mdwﬁ@twm&cm%inmeh@m for life on Mars. Who knows? If there is any —
In front, the sun climbs slow, how slowly, maybe we can TAX Itl
But westward, look, the land is bright.
——Arthur Hugh Clough
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STATEWIDE MACBRIDE VOTE
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Final Ohio election returns show MacBride with 9,449 votes, or 0,23%
of the total. This is a great disappointment to those who remember Kay
Harroff's 79,000 in the 1974 senatorial race. It seems that the closeness
of the election hurt us, as many marginal supporters may have felt that
their votes would "do more good"™ with Ford or Carter. Those who voted for
Ford may now reflect on their lost opportunity to cast a much more meaning-
ful Libertarian vote,

The MacBride total was exceeded by McCarthy (1.4%) and Maddox (0.39%),
but we outpolled the Communists and both Socialist parties. Also, our vote
wes more than the difference between Ford's and Carter's.

Nationwide, the returns are still not complete at press time., Prelimi-
nary results show at least 160,000 MacBride votes, or about 0.2%. This
places us ahead of Maddox but behind McCarthy. We have a chance of about
6% in Alaska, which could be the best statewide return of any of the smaller
arties,

F The map above shows the proportion of MacBride votes in Ohio by counties,
The map has been distorted so that each county's size is proportional to its
population,
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: WHAT NOW?

The LPO executive committee held its first post-election meeting in
Columbus on November 21.

After comments on the campaign and the election returns, discussion
turned to future plans. The committee decided to strengthen the regional
organizations by returning a portion of membership dues to the regions.
Although next year's campaigns will all be local ones, any local Liber-
tarian candidates will receive full support from the rest of the state,

The committee endorsed the proposed Home Rule of School Districts
amendment for the Ohio constitution to abolish the state Board of Edu-
cation. This would eliminate state government control over primary and
secondary schools, leaving school policies up to the school districts
themselves.

Most of the committee members seemed optimistic about the LFPO's
future, despite disappointment in the MacBride vote this year. Flans
were made for maintaining political activism between election campaigns,
especially through non-party groups such as Citizens for Good Schools,
ABATE, and the Libertarian Council, a "think tank" being set up by Bill

MacReynolds,

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Citizens for Good Schools Committee is attempting to place a School
Home Rule amendment on the ballot. This amendment would end control over
school districts by the State of Ohio, leaving each local district under the
control only of the people in that district. This proposal is endorsed by
the LPO. Over 300,000 signatures will be needed. Anyone interested in giving
support should contact E. Dennis Barnes, 114 E. Wyandot Ave., Upper Sandusky,

The LPO needs people who are willing to run for local office next year,
If you are interested, please contact your regional chairman or Bob Lehman,

The LPO is considering setting up a speakers bureau., This would consist
of qualified speakers who can give presentations on Libertarianism to small
groups, possibly in conjunction with the movie, "The Incredible Bread Machine,"
Anyone wishing to become a speaker, or anyone wishing to set up engagements,
should contact his regional chairman,

The next Executive Committee meeting will be Sunday, February 20, in
Columbus, Jim Higgins will again be host.

The Northeast Region will have a regional meeting at 1:00 p.m. Sunday,
December 5, at the Brown Derby Motor Inn in Boston Heights, Route 8 at the Ohio

Turnpike,
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REGIONAL CHATRMEN :

Northeast - Bob Lehman, 6509 Marsol Rd., #718, Mayfield Heights, OH 44124 (216)791-4205
Northwest - John Rako, 3315 Valleston Pkwy, #l, Toledo 43607

Southwest - Randy Cesco, 9264 Cactus Lane, Loveland 45140 (513)-683-8063

Central - Jim Higgins, 908 Westbury Lane S., Columbus 43228 (614)-878-2625

THE WIZARD OF ID ‘ | ' | By Parker and Hart' 1

Youee N Luck.
WE HAVE AN OPENING
HERE IN THE HousE oF
* REPRESENTATIVES,




