
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE STATE COMMITTEE 

OF THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW YORK 
HELD ON MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2022 

ON THE ZOOM MEETING APP AND PORCUPINE APP 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT (38)
Mark N. Axinn (JD1) 1 
Paul M. Grindle (JD2) 1 
Matthew I. Morgan (JD2) 1 
William Cody Anderson (JD3) 1  
Justin N. Carman (JD3) 1 
Jennifer L. O’Connor (JD3) 1  
Lora Newell (JD3) 1 
Zachary D. Remian (JD4) 1 
Brian L. Wells (JD4)1 
Daniel J. Castello (JD5)1  
Shawn C. DeGrand (JD5)1  
Erinn Rose Leatherman (JD5)1  
Adam M. Magoon (JD5)1 
Keith C. Redhead (JD5)1 
Mark S. Braiman (JD6)1 
Craig L. Colwell (JD6)1 
Samuel Hordeski (JD6)1 
Christopher M. Olenski (JD6)1  
Steven G. Becker (JD7)2 
Justin Pelletier (JD7)1 
Sean C. Phelan (JD7)1  
James M. Ziobro (JD7)1  
Maura E. Botsford (JD8)1  
Andrew M. Kolstee (JD8)1 
Frances Law (JD8)1 
Leonard E. Morlock (JD8)1  
Michael R.Rebmann (JD8)1  
Charles R. Roggen (JD8)1  
Duane Whitmer (JD8)1 
Juan R. Ayala (JD9)1 
Daniel P. Donnelly (JD9)1  
William K. Schmidt (JD9)1  
Jeffrey J. Denecke (JD10)1  
Jonathan H. Gunther (JD10)1  
Robert E. Schuon (JD10)1 

John Clifton (JD11)1 
Irwin Mark Weinblatt (JD11)1 

Richard F. Purtell 1E 

  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT (20) 
Morry C. Davis (JD1) 
David B. “Chance” Haywood (JD1) 
Gary S. Popkin (JD2) 
Amanda H, Ellithorpe (JD4) 
Stephen C. Healey (JD3)  
John A. Janes (JD4) 
Karen A. Keniry-Thompson (JD4) 
Matthew K. Guilianelli (JD5) 
David S. Penner (JD6) 
Jeffrey C. Bradley (JD7)  
Marc A. Smith (JD7) 
Erin M. Becker (JD8) 
Jame J. VanDewalker (JD8) 
Robert J. Cocomello (JD9)  
Robert J. Greibesland (JD9) 
Christian J. Vondras (JD9)  
George T. Ostrowski (JD10) 
Blay Tarnoff (JD10) 
Randyn Tarnoff (JD10)  
Francisco Olvera (JD11)  
OBSERVERS (1) 
Timothy “TJ” Ferrera, Porcupine Administrator 
KEY  
(1) Present at first roll call at 6:36 p.m. 
(2) Entered during the meeting. 
(V) Filled vacancy during meeting. 
(E) 2nd Vice-Chair and ex-officio voting member 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:36 p.m. by Andrew Kolstee, Chair.  Secretary Mark 
Braiman conducted a roll call and determined that a quorum was present. 
 
The Credentials and Nominations Report (Exhibit 1) indicated that there were thirty-seven (37) 
of fifty-eight (58) voting members of the State Committee present at the time of roll call. Steven 
Becker later entered the meeting, to give thirty-eight (38) members present out of fifty-eight (58) 
members of the State Committee.  No vacancies were filled during the meeting.  The Secretary 
determined that a quorum was present at all times during the meeting.  
 
The Agenda (Exhibit 2) was adopted without objection. 
 



Chair Andrew Kolstee opened a period of public comment. No comments were offered. .   
 
Chair Andrew Kolstee called for the filling of two (2) State Committee vacancies from Judicial 
District 5. Secretary Mark Braiman reported that no one had been nominated in advance. Chair 
Andrew Kolstee, hearing no nominations from the floor, postponed filling these vacancies until 
the next meeting of the State Committee.  
 
Chair Andrew Kolstee called for the filling of one (1) State Committee vacancy from Judicial 
District 6. Secretary Mark Braiman reported that no one had been nominated in advance. Chair 
Andrew Kolstee, hearing no nominations from the floor, postponed filling this vacancy until the 
next meeting of the State Committee.  
 
Chair Andrew Kolstee called for the filling of three (3) State Committee vacancies from Judicial 
District 7. Secretary Mark Braiman reported that no one had been nominated in advance. Chair 
Andrew Kolstee, hearing no nominations from the floor, postponed filling these vacancies until 
the next meeting of the State Committee.  
 
Chair Andrew Kolstee called for the filling of two (2) State Committee vacancies from Judicial 
District 10. Secretary Mark Braiman reported that no one had been nominated in advance. Chair 
Andrew Kolstee, hearing no nominations from the floor, postponed filling these vacancies until 
the next meeting of the State Committee.  
 
Chair Andrew Kolstee called for the filling of two (2) State Committee vacancies from Judicial 
District 12. Secretary Mark Braiman reported that no one had been nominated in advance. Chair 
Andrew Kolstee, hearing no nominations from the floor, postponed filling these vacancies until 
the next meeting of the State Committee.  
 
Chair Andrew Kolstee called for the filling of one (2) State Committee vacancy from Judicial 
District 13. Secretary Mark Braiman reported that no one had been nominated in advance. Chair 
Andrew Kolstee, hearing no nominations from the floor, postponed filling this vacancy until the 
next meeting of the State Committee.  
 
Treasurer William Cody Anderson issued a Treasurer’s Report (Exhibit 3) and the report was 
accepted without objection.  There is $2065.93 in Housekeeping Account.  
 
Andrew Kolstee issued a Chair’s report.  The 2024 Nominating Convention for statewide 
candidates will be held March 16-17, 2024 and registration is open. The Presidential debate will 
occur on Sunday March 17, 2024.   The hotel rate is $139 per night. 
 
Communications Director Duane Whitmer issued a report for the Communications and Outreach 
Divisions. Letters were sent to members of the New York State Assembly and Senate asking to 
change the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance policy to stop surprise visits to 
conform with Federal policy adopted by the Internal Revenue Service. Initial resistance was met 
with support from other groups, which led to more calls to legislators. It was turned over to a 
group representing accountants in Central New York and lawyers near Albany. It was reported 
that the Department of Taxation will respond with a change in procedures. Also, New York was 
not enforcing the law on seizure notices properly. New York state quota on how many seizures 
that they must do; agents are individually incentivized to seize assets that will make money for 



the government. There may be a temporary stay on seizures. Regarding the speed cameras 
project, the State has issued about 130,000 tickets. A legal case is possibly too expensive and 
will probably cost a minimum or $15,000. A press release on the speed cameras received 
coverage, especially downstate. StopSpeedCameras.com has been implemented by the LPNY.  
End Qualified Immunity bill is also another top priority. Governor Kathy Hochul will likely not 
sign the bill because she needs votes from police unions. A lot of help will be needed for this 
issue in 2024. To volunteer to help with these campaigns, volunteers were asked to check the 
Messaging Campaigns channel in the LPNY Discord.   

Rules Committee Chair Andrew Kolstee issued a report in writing (Exhibit 4). 
 
Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party to adopt Proposal 1 was debated and passed 18-6-7 (see Appendix 1A for 
details). 

Motion by Daniel Castello on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party to adopt Proposal 2 passed by voice vote. Mark Axinn requested to remove 
the words “over National” in the report. 

Motion by Michael Rebmann to amend the Agenda to take up the Policy Manual proposal by 
the Rules Committee was seconded by Leonard Morlock and passed by a two-thirds voice vote. 

Motion by Mark Axinn to adopt the Policy Manual (Exhibit 5) presented by the Rules 
Committee was seconded by Adam Magoon and passed by voice vote.     

Delegate Selection Committee Chair Andrew Kolstee issued a report in writing (Exhibit 6), 
which included a proposed rubric for selecting delegates and proposed amendments to the Rules 
as well as a report on the Application of the 2024 Rubric (Exhibit 7). 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Delegate Selection Committee to adopt Rules 
Amendment Proposal 1 of the Delegation Selection Committee’s report passed by voice 
vote. 

Motion by Michael Rebmann on behalf of the Delegate Selection Committee to adopt the 
proposed Delegate Selection Rubric and insert it into the Policy Manual was debated. 
Motion by Michael Rebmann to amend the rubric to adopt the Rebmann Amendment and 
add 4.20 and renumber accordingly was seconded by Craig Colwell and passed by voice vote. 
Motion by Justin Pelletier to amend the rubric to add adopt the Kolstee Amendment was 
seconded by Shawn DeGrand. Motion by Mark Axinn to amend the Kolstee Amendment to 
strike “4.6” and insert “4.14” and renumber accordingly passed without objection. The 
original motion to adopt the rubric passed by voice vote. 

 
Special Committee on State Committee Elections Chair Andrew Kolstee issued a report in 
writing (Exhibit 8) 
 



Motion by Mark Braiman on behalf of the Committee on State Committee Elections to amend 
the Rules of the Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal the Rules of the Libertarian Party 
and adopt Proposal 1 passed 20-6-5 (see Appendix 1B for details).  
 
Motion by Duane Whitmer on behalf of the Committee on State Committee Elections to amend 
the Rules according to proposal 2 was approved by voice vote.  
 
Motion by Duane Whitmer on behalf of the Committee on State Committee Elections to amend 
the Rules of the Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 3 was debated and failed 10-23-3 (see 
Appendix 1C for details). 

Duane Whitmer announced his resignation from all committees and divisions that he had been 
chairing, including Communications Director. 

 
The Chair called for the election of the members of the Elections Oversight Committee. 
 
Mark Braiman nominated Samuel Hordeski (JD6) and he accepted the nomination. 
 
Mark Axinn (D1) nominated himself and he accepted the nomination. 
 
James Ziobro (JD7) nominated himself and he accepted the nomination. 
 
Duane Whitmer nominated Matthew Morgan (JD2) and he accepted the nomination. 
 
Brian Wells (JD4) nominated himself and he accepted the nomination. 
 
Zachary Remian (JD4) nominated himself and he accepted the nomination. 
 
William Schmidt nominated Juan Ayala (JD9) and he accepted the nomination. 
 
The meeting stood in recess from 8:30 p.m. to 8:38 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In the first round of voting for members of the Elections Oversight Committee, the results were 
as follows: 

Candidate (vote for 13) Votes Percentage 

Juan Ayala (JD9) 28 87.50% 

Mark Axinn (JD1) 28 87.50% 

Matthew Morgan (JD2) 26 81.25% 

James Ziobro (JD7) 26 81.25% 

Samuel Hordeski (JD6) 24 75.00% 

Zachary Remian (JD4) 18 56.25% 

Brian Wells (JD4) 17 53.13% 

None of the Above (NOTA) 7 21.88% 

Total Votes 32 100.00% 

Total Voters 32   

 

Mark Axinn (JD1), Matthew Morgan (JD2), Samuel Hordeski (JD6), James Ziobro (JD7), 
and Juan Ayala (JD9) were elected to the Elections Oversight Committee. 

Brian Wells (JD4) withdrew from the election. Zachary Remian (JD4) was declared as elected 
to the Elections Oversight Committee. 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 3 passed by voice vote 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee t to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 4 was adopted by voice vote. 

Motion by Daniel Castello on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 5 was adopted by voice vote. 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 6 passed by voice vote. 

Motion by Mark Braiman on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 7 was debated. Motion by Justin Carman to substitute 
the Rebmann Amendment was seconded by Jonathan Gunther and debated. Motion by Michael 



Rebmann to refer 7 Proposal back to Rules Committee passed 13-10-4 (see Appendix 1D for 
details). 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 8 passed by voice vote. 

 

Motion by Christopher Olenski to commit or refer Proposal 8 to a Policy Committee once it is 
created passed by voice vote. 

Motion by Mark Braiman on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 9 was debated. 

Motion by Craig Colwell to strike “State Committee vacancies are to be filled” was seconded 
by Steven Becker, debated, and passed by voice vote. The original motion to adopt Proposal 9 
as amended passed 14-12-3 (see Appendix 1E for details). 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 10 passed by voice vote. 

Christopher Olenski called for quorum, and the Secretary determined that 32 members were 
present, exceeding the required quorum of thirty (30).  
 
Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 11 passed by voice vote. 

Motion by Daniel Castello on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 12 was debated. Motion by William Cody Anderson to 
strike “The Treasurer shall be responsible for tracking these classifications.” was seconded 
by Lora Newell and passed without objection. The original motion to adopt Proposal 12 as 
amended passed by voice vote. 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 13 passed by voice vote. 

Motion by Adam Magoon on behalf of the Rules Committee to amend the Rules of the 
Libertarian Party and adopt Proposal 14 passed by voice vote. 

Motion by Michael Rebmann to ratify the first thirty (30) delegates on the Application of the 
Delegate Rubric report (Exhibit 8) according to the adopted revised rubric was seconded by 
Richard Purtell and passed without objection. 

Motion by Leonard Morlock to adjourn was seconded by William Cody Anderson and passed 
without objection. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 p.m.  
 
Mark Stephen Braiman, 
Secretary. 



 
  



 
 

EXHIBIT 1 
 
 

CREDENTIALS REPORT 
 
ROLL CALLS (Column #1 at 6:30 p.m., P=Present; #2 indicates a time of later arrival) 

 
Nominations Received:  None 
 
  

JD State Committee Member 1 2  JD State Committee 
Member 

1 2  JD State Committee 
Member 

1 2 

EO Richard F.  Purtell P   5 VACANT    8 Duane J. Whitmer P  

1 Mark N. Axinn   P   6 Mark S. Braiman P   9 Juan R. Ayala P  
1 Morry C. Davis    6 Craig Colwell P   9 Robert J. Cocomello    
1 David B. “Chance” 

Haywood 
   6 

Samuel J. Hordeski 
P   9 

Daniel P. Donnelly 
P  

2 Paul M. Grindle  P   6 Christopher M. Olenski P   9 Robert J. Greibesland    

2 Matthew I. Morgan  P   6 David S. Penner    9 William K. Schmidt P  
2 Gary S. Popkin     6 VACANT    9 Christian J. Vondras   
3 William Cody Anderson P   7 Steven G. Becker  8:40  10 Jeffrey J. Denecke P  
3 Justin N. Carman P   7 Jeffrey C. Bradley    10 Jonathan H. Gunther P  
3 Lora Newell P   7 Justin Pelletier P   10 George T. Ostrowski   
3 Jennifer L. O'Connor P   7 Sean C. Phelan P   10 Robert E. Schuon P  
4 Amanda H. Ellithorpe     7 Marc A. Smith    10 Blay Tarnoff   

4 Stephen C. Healey     7 James M. Ziobro P   10 Randyn Tarnoff   
4 John A. Janes     7 VACANT    10 VACANT   
4 Karyn A. Keniry- 

Thompson  
   7 

VACANT  
   10 

VACANT 
  

4 Zachary D. Remian P   7 VACANT     11 John Clifton  P  
4 Brian L. Wells  P   8 Erin M. Becker     11 Francisco Olveira   
5 VACANT    8 Maura E. Botsford P   11 Irwin Mark Weinblatt P  
5 Daniel J. Castello  P   8 Andrew M.  Kolstee P   12 VACANT   
5 Shawn C. DeGrand P   8 Francis Law  P   12 VACANT   
5 Matthew K. Guilianelli    8 Leonard E. Morlock P   13 VACANT   
5 Erinn Rose Leatherman P   8 Michael R. Rebmann P   13 VACANT   
5 Adam M. Magoon P   8 Charles R. Roggen P    # Present 37 1 
5 Keith C.Redhead P   8 Jame J. VanDewalker     (out of 58 total)   
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Appendix 1A 

 

 
An additional vote was cast by John Clifton, who stated his vote in favor of the motion due to an error 

with using Porcupine. An additional vote was cast by Mark Axinn, who stated his vote against the motion 
due to an error with using Porcupine. 

 

 

Appendix 1B 

 

 
Additional votes were cast by Mark Axinn and Morris Davis, who stated their votes in favor of the motion 

due to an error with using Porcupine. 
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Additional votes were cast by John Clifton, Morris Davis, and Charles Roggen who stated their votes 

against the motion due to an error with using Porcupine. 
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