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Convention '98:

■ New LP National Chairman David Bergland, following his
election victory: "Nothing is more important for us to
recognize than the challenge presented to us by the huge
numbers of new members we will see in the next two years.
My message to every party member is: The new members are

coming — get ready to welcome them and put them to work."

"Time to get to work!"
CONVENT

Bergland elected National Chair
Over a long, balmy Fourthof July weekend in Wash¬

ington DC, delegates at
the 1998 Libertarian Na¬

tional Convention elected David

Bergland as new party chairman,
tweaked the wording of the
party's platform — and emerged
from the four-day get-together
"with a new sense of purpose and
motivation."

In addition, delegates made
several significant changes to the
party's bylaws, elected new mem¬
bers of the Libertarian National

Committee, and were enter¬
tained and educated by an eclec¬
tic line-up of speakers, work¬
shops, and panel discussions.

"The Road to Victory"
More than 800 Libertarians

from around the USA partici¬
pated in the party's 17th national
convention — titled "The Road
to Victory" — which was held in
the cavernous Washington Con¬
vention Center in the nation's

capital from July 2-5, 1998.
About a dozen hours of the

convention were broadcast on C-

SPAN, either live or on tape de¬
lay, and generated about 3,500
inquiries via the party's toll-free
800# and World Wide Web, said
LP National Director Ron Crick-

enberger.
In addition, more than

11,000 hits were recorded to
AENNET.COM, a website which
broadcast an audio-feed of up¬
wards of 24 hours of convention

speakers and business from the
main convention hall.

See CONVENTION Page 8

Delegates vote: Impeach Clinton
The Libertarian Party hasasked the U.S. House of

Representatives to begin
Articles of Impeachment

against President Bill Clinton
and Vice President Albert Gore,
in accordance with a resolution

passed by delegates at the Na¬
tional Convention.

On July 15, the party sent
letters to House Speaker Newt
Gingrich and Minority Leader
Richard Gephardt, formally re-

Complete Convention
Coverage: Pages 8-15
questing thafthe "United States
House begin Articles of Impeach¬
ment" against Clinton and Gore.

The action followed the

party's national convention in
Washington, DC, where del¬
egates approved a resolution urg¬
ing Clinton's impeachment.

Passed overwhelmingly by

voice vote on Sunday, July 5, the
motion called for Clinton and
Gore to be removed from office
for "violation of their oath of of¬

fice, specifically their failure to
uphold and defend the United
States Constitution."

In the letters to Gingrich and
Gephardt, the party's national
director Ron Crickenberger
wrote: "Given their scandalously
bad record of protecting the ba-

See IMPEACHMENT Page 2

LP helps squash yet another Congressional pay raise
Thirteen days after the Lib¬ertarian Party joined a coa¬

lition to fight another "un¬
precedented, unethical,

and underhanded" Congres¬
sional salary increase, a House
subcommittee voted to kill the
$3,554 pay hike.

"We're proud that we could
play a role in stopping Congress
from picking the pockets of
American taxpayers again," said
former LP National Chair Steve

Dasbach, who had signed a let¬
ter from the Congressional Ac¬

countability Project on May 29
protesting the raise.

The letter, addressed to
House Speaker Newt Gingrich
and Minority Leader Richard
Gephardt, blasted the pay hike
as an "arrogant, greedy, corrupt
affront to the American taxpay¬
ers," and demanded that Con¬
gress "publicly reject this pay
raise."

In response to the pressure
put on Congress by the broad-
based coalition — which in¬
cluded Citizens Against Govern¬

ment Waste, the Free Congress
Foundation, Taxpayers for Com¬
mon Sense, and the Reform Party
— the House Subcommittee on

Treasury, Postal Service, & Gen¬
eral Government voted on June
11 to kill the raise.

Shame U.S. Congress
"This is a small victory, but

a victory nonetheless," said Das¬
bach. "It shows that when proper
pressure is applied, it is even pos¬
sible to shame the U.S. Congress
into doing what is right. It also

shows that the Libertarian Party's
clout is being increasingly recog¬
nized — which is why we were
asked to join this coalition."

The raise, had it passed,
would have been the second

Congressional pay hike approved
in five months.

"Congress is still spending
too much and taxing too much,"
said Dasbach. "But, this time at
least, we stopped them from re¬

warding themselves for their bad
behavior with another unde¬
served pay raise."
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Agency shuts down British Columbia LP

The Libertarian Party of British Columbia (Canada) was amonth late in filing its annual election expenditure report
— and now the party has been shut down by the province's

election commission, and party members face thousands of
dollars in fines and possible jail time.

"It's insane," said Paul Geddes, the party's treasurer.
The party ran afoul of the 1995 Election Act, a campaign

"reform" that was supposed to clean up shady fundraising, but,
instead, turned the province's election commission — Elections
B.C. — into a "lumbering, costly bureaucracy" that is "bent on
enforcing the rules at the expense of any common sense or rea¬
son," according to a local newspaper columnist.

On the bureaucrats' hit list: The British Columbia LP, which
was late in filing three pages of paperwork detailing $5,000 in
campaign expenses for its 17 candidates in the 1996 elections.

As punishment for the infraction, the Elections B.C. com¬
mission shut down the party, demanded the $316 in the party's
bank account, and warned party members that they can't ac¬
cept donations or run for office. As party treasurer, Geddes also
faces a possible year in jail, and the commission said the LP
must pay a $20,000 fine to get re-registered as a political party.

The party is now considering a constitutional challenge to
the 1995 Election Act, which party member Ron Gillespie de¬
scribed as "a terrible threat to political freedom."

Libertarian cruise planned for January

The second annual Libertarian cruise will take place earlynext year — and Libertarian Party members from around
the USA are invited to participate.
If you sign up, you'll enjoy "a week of fun and relaxation,"

promised LNC member Ken Bisson, who is coordinating the trip.
"I would guarantee that you'd have a great time" on the

"seven-day adventure" for Libertarians, he said. Already signed
up for the trip, he noted: Harry and Pamela Browne.

The cruise takes place in the Eastern Caribbean from Janu¬
ary 24-31, 1999. The ship, Enchantment of the Seas (of the Royal
Caribbean Cruise Line), will sail from Florida.

Staterooms start at $852 per person. Deadline for reserving
cabins: August 27, 1998.

For more information, call Bisson at: (219) 833-6700. Or,
sign up for e-mail information: kbisson@usa.net. Or, check out
the World Wide Web site: http://members.tripod.com/-kbisson.

LP pioneer Marshall Bruce Evoy dies

Marshall Bruce Evoy, the founder of the Libertarian Partyof Canada and a director of the International Society of
Liberty (ISIL), died on July 8 in Toronto. He was 75.

"Bruce had a lot of admirers in the Libertarian Party, in¬
cluding me," said LP National Director Ron Crickenberger. "He
was one of the most kind persons I ever met. When you met
Bruce, you instantly felt that you had a new friend."

Evoy died of natural causes after several years of failing
health — but left behind a long legacy of political action.

He founded the Libertarian Party of Canada in 1973, and
co-founded the Ontario Libertarian Party in 1974. He was a
Nathaniel Branden Institute representative in Toronto during
the '60s and later joined the Board of Directors of ISIL.

"He is particularly well known for his electrifying perfor¬
mances in period costume of Revolutionary War hero Patrick
Henry and has performed the famous 'Give me liberty or give
me death' speech for innumerable libertarian gatherings in the
U.S. and abroad," said ISIL president Vincent Miller.

"At the Libertarian National Convention in Washington,
DC, in 1996, Bruce performed as George Washington, deliver¬
ing his 'Farewell Address.' This was covered on C-SPAN and
earned him a standing ovation," he said. "He also performed as
Thomas Jefferson, reading the Declaration of Independence on
the steps of the Jefferson Monument.

"We are saddened by the death of a dear friend and heroic
soul — but are relieved that his suffering is over," said Miller.

Party demands Clinton impeachment
Continued from Page 1
sic civil and economic liberties
of the American people, it is im¬
perative that the United States
House begin Articles of Impeach¬
ment against President Clinton
and Vice President Gore."

The party called for im¬
peachment hearings to begin
immediately.

At press time, Crickenberger
said the party had not received
any response from Gingrich or
Gephardt — but noted that the
silence didn't surprise him.

"The Democrats have circled
the wagons around Clinton, and
will defend him at all costs," he
said. "Meanwhile, the Republi¬
cans are afraid to try to impeach
a popular president — and, be¬
sides, they are guilty of most of
the same crimes that Clinton is

guilty of. I suspect both parties
will do their best to ignore our
request."

Immediate attention

However, the party's action
did attract immediate attention
from the media, said the party's
press secretary, George Getz.

"As far as I know, we are the
first major political party to ac¬
tually call for Clinton's impeach¬
ment," he said. "Our action gen¬
erated a flurry of talk radio in¬
terviews, and a number of news¬
paper mentions. We seem to
have struck a nerve— especially
with some conservatives who
wish the Republican Party had
the guts to do what we've done."

One aspect of the party's
impeachment request that
seemed to intrigue the media,
said Getz, was that it had noth-

■ LP National Director Ron

Crickenberger: "What
[President Clinton has] done
to the Constitution should be
classified as a hate crime."

ing to do with the current sex-
-and-lies investigation of the
president.

In fact, in his letter to

Gingrich and Gephardt, Cricken¬
berger specifically noted that the
Libertarian Party wasn't inter¬
ested in whether Clinton lied
about a sexual relationship with
a White House intern.

"This impeachment request
has nothing to do with the on¬
going investigation of President
Clinton by Special Prosecutor
Kenneth Starr," he wrote. "We
are making this request based
solely on the violations of the
Constitution that have been per¬
petrated by Clinton and Gore
during the time they have been
in office."

The party documented a

long list of constitutional viola¬
tions in the letter, noting that
Clinton and Gore:

■ Violated the First Amend¬
ment by supporting censorship
of the Internet and by demand¬
ing a ban on commercial adver¬
tising by cigarette companies.

■ Violated the Second
Amendment by signing the
Brady Bill and by banning so-
called "assault weapons."

National ID cards
■ Violated the Fourth

Amendment by restricting the
right of Americans to employ
encryption technology to pre¬
vent government spying on elec¬
tronic communications; and by
supporting legislation that will
mandate national ID cards with
biometric identifiers.

■ Violated the Fifth Amend¬
ment by supporting and expand¬
ing the power of the federal gov¬
ernment to seize private property
without compensation under as¬
set forfeiture laws; and by sign¬
ing "anti-terrorism" legislation
that sharply curtailed the right
of habeas corpus.

■ Violated the Ninth and
Tenth Amendments — which
reserve all power not specifically
delegated to the federal govern¬
ment to the states and to the

people — by attempting to put
America's health care industry
under federal control; and by
numerous other executive ac¬

tions and decrees.
"Clinton has the worst

record on civil liberties since Ri¬
chard Nixon, and the worst
record on economic issues since

Fidel Castro," explained Cricken¬
berger. "Based on his record as

president, Clinton deserves im¬
peachment."

Another legislative miss lor
Ron Paul's ballot access bills
For the second time in twomonths, Congressman Ron

Paul's (R-TX) ballot access
bills were almost considered by
the U.S. House — but fell victim
to the clock instead.

On July 20, Paul planned to
introduce two bills — HR 2477

(the Voter Freedom Act) and HR
2478 (the Debate Freedom Act)
— as "perfecting amendments"
to the Shays-Meehan campaign
reform bill, which the House was

debating.
However, the House ran out

of time before the proposals
could be considered, said Paul's
legislative director, Joe Becker.

A month earlier, Paul had
hoped to introduce one of the
ballot access bills as an amend¬

ment, but the House ran out of
time for the scheduled debate,

and then went into recess.

In both cases, Libertarians
cranked up a lobbying effort to
win support for the proposals —
generating hundreds of calls,
faxes, and e-mails to Congress.

Not in vain
But Libertarians' efforts

"haven't been in vain," said LP
National Director Ron Cricken¬

berger. "Every time a party mem¬
ber calls Congress about these
bills, it makes it more likely they
will be remembered — and sup¬
ported. There's a cumulative ef¬
fect to our lobbying efforts."

At press time, Becker said
there was a chance the two amend¬
ments would be considered dur¬

ing the week ofJuly 27-31, when
the House plans to again debate
campaign finance reform.
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New book highlights
connection between
Libertarians & Gen X
New generation is “redefining politics,"
and many lean libertarian, says author
Generation X voters are"re-defining politics" and

"tearing up the American
political landscape" — and
they're doing so by rejecting
traditional party affiliations
and, instead, turning increas¬
ingly to third parties like the Lib¬
ertarian Party.

That's one of the conclusions
of A New Kind ofParty Animal, a
new non-fiction book by Michele
Mitchell, published in July by
Simon & Schuster.

The book, written by a 27-
year-old former Washington DC
communications director and
National Public Radio corre¬

spondent, ex¬
amines how
the 80-mil-

lion-strong
"baby-bust¬
ers" are bring¬
ing about "a
fundamental
transformation
in American

politics" by re¬
jecting party loy¬
alty, by supporting
local problem solv¬
ing, and by embrac¬
ing computers.

Although the
book is not primarily
about third-party poli¬
tics, the Libertarian
Party makes a half-dozen appear¬
ances throughout the text, and
is credited as one of the political
organizations that is taking ad¬
vantage of these new trends in
politics.

For example, Mitchell notes
that while support for the "ma¬
jor" parties by 18-35 year-old
voters was falling, membership
in "the Libertarian Party in¬
creased by 20 percent."

No formal affiliation
The book also contains an

anecdote about Harry Browne,
the LP's 1996 presidential candi¬
date. Noting that 60% of 18-35s
have no formal party affiliation,
but tend to support candidates
based on the issues and other

considerations, Mitchell wrote:
"After the 1996 election, the

Libertarian Party examined [this
Generation X phenomenon]
closely. Their presidential candi¬
date, Harry Browne, went to a

wedding of his wife's nephew in
late November, where a 22-year-
old woman approached him. T
voted for you,' she said, 'and
many of my friends did, too.'

"Browne stared at her. He
had been forewarned by her par¬
ents that she was the liberal of
the family. 'Well,' he said, 'how
did that happen?'

" 'We saw you on Politically
Incorrect,' she said. 'We were all
impressed with the way you took
the ribbing. You stood for some¬
thing and you weren't defensive
about it.' "

To research the book,
Mitchell con¬

ducted interviews
with both Browne
and former LP
National Direc¬
tor Perry Willis.

Affirms

The LP's
Director of
Communica¬
tions Bill
Winter said
the book af¬
firms some

things that
the party
has been

saying for
several years.

"We've always said that
the Libertarian Party is the future
of American politics, and that
Generation X is the most liber¬
tarian generation in American
history, thanks to their general
distrust of government solutions
and their social tolerance.

"It's nice to see that A New
Kind ofParty Animal confirms, in
a small way, some of these trends
— and publicizes them to a gen¬
eral audience."

A New Kind of Party Animal
is in bookstores now.

It is described as a "road map
to understanding the future of
American society and politics,"
and has won pre-publication
praise from the Chicago Tribune,
Senator Bob Kerrey, and the
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Got News?
(About Libertarian activity
or political success?)

Call (202) 333*0008 Ext. 226

Reaching the "people" in Colorado
A young Colorado resident gets more information about the Libertarian Party. Colorado
LP members hosted an outreach booth at the "People's Fair" in downtown Denver on June 6
and 7, giving the "World's Smallest Political Quiz" to hundreds of people and collecting
dozens of names. "The booth was a big success," said LP member W. Earl Allen.

Like political father, like daughter:
Another Browne throws hat in ring
Two years after Harry Browneran for President of the

United States, his daughter
is following in his political foot¬
steps: She's now running for
State Assembly in California as a
Libertarian.

Autumn Browne, 40, a
drama teacher at Brookhurst Jun¬
ior High School in Anaheim,
California, is the LP candidate in
the state's 67th District — and
said the top priority in her cam¬
paign will be to publicize the Lib¬
ertarian Party.

"I was shocked to find out

there was a party out there that
felt the way I did," said Browne,
describing her first exposure to
the party — which happened in
1995 when she learned that her
father was running for president.
"Maybe I can reach someone else
who feels the same way."

Campaign advice
The campaign for State As¬

sembly is Autumn Browne's sec¬
ond experience in politics; her
first was with her father's cam¬

paign, helping with fundraising.
And now he's returning the fa¬
vor by giving her campaign ad¬
vice, she said.

His first suggestion: "Get out
there and do as much speaking
as possible," she recounted.

■ Autumn Browne: "My dad
has always been a great
supporter of everything I do."

And that shouldn't be diffi¬
cult for her.

"Her background has made
her very comfortable speaking in
front of people," said Harry
Browne, referring to his
daughter's previous experience
doing stand-up comedy.

And if she gets elected, Harry
Browne said, he hopes she can
have "the same kind of influence
[Congressman] Ron Paul does"
— perhaps as the lone Libertar¬
ian in the State Assembly who is
willing to vote against a bad bill.

"My dad has always been a
great supporter of everything 1
do," Autumn Browne said. "He

always reminded me that every¬
thing I have, I earned: He didn't
give it to me and the government
didn't give it to me."

In her campaign, education
reform will be the biggest issue,
she said: "Public schools are so

watered down. They try to be ev¬
erything to everybody and end
up being nothing to everybody."

As the Libertarian solution,
she said she will advocate

privatizing schools and giving
parents a choice in the education
of their children.

In addition, Browne said she
uses her current teaching posi¬
tion to let people know about the
party, by keeping posters and LP
literature in her classroom.

"In my own small way, I'm
spreading the message," she said.

"Small way"
And she had words of praise

for other Libertarians who do
what they can — in their own
"small way" — to help the LP
succeed.

"Congratulations to every
member and especially to every¬
one who takes that step to run
for office," she said. "Anyone
who works with the party should
be applauded for their courage
and their belief in the dream of

making America better."
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POIMALlWS
Jesse Jackson endorses Kubby proposal

A chance meeting with the Rev.Jesse Jackson in an airport turned
into an endorsement of LP guber¬

natorial candidate Steve Kubby's ef¬
forts to implement Proposition 215,
the medical marijuana initiative ap¬
proved by California voters.

Kubby, heading home from the
Libertarian National Convention in

Washington, DC, spoke with Jackson
at Chicago's O'Hare International Air¬
port on July 5 — and won verbal sup¬
port for his plan to allow medical
marijuana to be prescribed by a doc¬
tor without government oversight.

"It's refreshing to find an indi¬
vidual of Rev. Jackson's stature to
stand up for what's right," said Kubby
after the meeting.

Jackson wished Kubby well in his efforts, and said, "When
a doctor advises that marijuana would be a good remedy to
ease people's pain and suffering, politicians shouldn't interfere."

Proposition 215, the controversial initiative that legalized
medical marijuana in California, has run into resistance from
Republican and Democratic politicians, who have demanded a
state registry and photo I.D.s for medical marijuana patients.

By contrast, Kubby's plan, which he announced at a press
conference in June, would allow doctors and patients to make
decisions about medical marijuana — and would keep the gov¬
ernment out of the process.

Kubby said his plan would "allow sick people access to
medicine without fear. It's time to stop arresting sick people."

Republicans target Libertarian voters
t's election season — which means that Republicans are pre¬
tending to be Libertarians again.
That's especially true in California, where registered Liber¬

tarians in the 43rd Congressional District received a letter from
Republican Congressman Ken Calvert asking for their vote in
the state's open primary in June — and promising, "I am philo¬
sophically the most in touch with your views."

In his effort to sweet-talk Libertarian voters, Calvert used
the "L-word" twice in his letter, vowing that he was "in agree¬
ment with the Libertarian Party's views" on the Second Amend¬
ment, health care, eliminating the IRS, and other issues.

But at least one long-time LP political expert was a little
suspicious of the Republican's sales pitch.

"If all these Republicans agree with us so much, how come
the federal government keeps getting bigger?" asked Ron Crick-
enberger, LP National Director. "It's a mystery!"

LP candidate out-fundraises Democrat

It's not often that a Libertarian candidate for U.S. Senate raisesmore money than his "major party" opponent — but that's
what Jack Iannantuono has done in Pennsylvania.
During May and June, Iannantuono's Senate campaign was

more successful at raising money than Bill Lloyd, his Demo¬
cratic opponent, according to campaign financial documents.

During those two months, Iannantuono raised $18,815, and
as of June 30, had more than $14,500 cash on hand. At the
same time, the Democrat raised only $13,674, with only $1,262
cash on hand — and $60,500 in debts.

One other crucial difference: While Lloyd can spend his
money on advertising, Iannantuono has been forced to spend
money to simply get on the ballot.

"We need to get 35,000 signatures [to qualify]," said
Iannantuono. "Our first challenge is to hurdle the barriers people
like [incumbent Republican Senator] Specter and Lloyd put in
our path as they try to protect themselves from competition."

■ LP candidate Steve

Kubby tells Jackson:
"It's time to stop
arresting sick people."

CAMPAIGN REPORT

Libertarian sheriff faces tough
campaign over Drug War stand
Pro-legalization sheriffopposed by well-financed Republican

San Miguel County (Colo¬rado) Sheriff Bill Masters
has faced four re-elections

during his 23 years in law en¬
forcement, but this fall he faces
not only a well-financed Repub¬
lican opponent, but the issue of
the War on Drugs as well.

"The drug war is a failure,"
said Masters. "Most government
actions to address social prob¬
lems are failures. But the drug
war is the biggest single failure
of our recent government ac¬
tions. Spending 30 billion [dol¬
lars] a year wouldn't be so bad if
it worked — but it doesn't. We
need to decriminalize these

drugs."
Masters not only keeps Lib¬

ertarian Party literature in his
office at the county jail, but has
even drawn up a personal state¬
ment on the drug war into a bro¬
chure he distributes.

"I'm charged with uphold¬
ing the laws of Colorado, but
that does not stop me from
speaking out on what needs to
be changed," he said.

Joined in 1997
Masters first registered Liber¬

tarian in 1974, but drifted to the
Republican Party in the '80s. He
resigned from the Republicans,
registered independent, and
then officially joined the Liber¬
tarian Party in January 1997.

Masters has been outspoken
not only on the drug war, but

■ Sheriff Bill Masters: "The

drug war is the biggest failure
of government actions."

also on his Libertarian Party af¬
filiation.

In a recent interview with
the Telluride Times Journal, Mas¬
ters was quoted as saying, "I have
very strong Libertarian feelings,
and am a member of the Liber¬
tarian Party. I believe that our
government has gotten away

Want to see your campaign fea¬
tured in LP News? Send a good
quality photo and campaign in¬
formation to: Libertarian Party,
Attn: Ron Crickenberger, 2600
Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100,
Washington DC 20037.

from basic ideals of individual

liberty and personal responsibil¬
ity. I think that is our number
one problem in the criminal jus¬
tice system. We're trying to make
everyone obey what has gotten
to be a ridiculous amount of laws
and we're almost allowing
people, because of that, excuses
for their behavior."

Masters will get help for his
campaign from his wife, Jill —
who also helps in his office. Jill
is a paramedic and deputy with
the Sheriff's office, in addition to

taking care of their four children.

Different in 1998

Masters has lived in San

Miguel County, a resort area with
a population of some 6,000 resi¬
dents, for most of his life. He has
been sheriff for 18 years, and has
been unopposed for two of four
elections. But things will be dif¬
ferent in 1998.

"They (the Republicans) will
be coming at me hard this time
because of my stand against the
drug war," he said. "They are al¬
ready making it an issue. It's the
main reason I have an opponent
for this race. I expect I'll have to
run harder than I ever have be¬

fore, but I do expect to win."

■ Contributions to the cam¬

paign may be sent to: Commit¬
tee to Re-elect Bill Masters, P.O.
Box 3808, Telluride, CO 81435.

LP defense of Microsoft is front-page news
The Libertarian Party de¬fended Microsoft when

practically no one else
would — and it earned Libertar¬
ians a front-page story in the
Wall Street Journal.

Libertarians were credited by
the nation's leading business
newspaper as the "loudest pro¬
testers" against the Justice
Department's antitrust lawsuit
against Microsoft in a front-page
story on June 9.

The story — entitled, "Free¬
dom fighters: Antitrust suits ex¬
pand, and Libertarians ask,
Who's the bad guy?" — quoted
the party's then-chairman Steve

Dasbach, LP Press Secretary
George Getz, and Lisa
Stronawski, a libertarian student
at George Washington Univer¬
sity in Washington DC, who also
works as an intern at LP head¬

quarters.

Foremost hotbed

Noting that "by wading into
the world of computers, federal
trustbusters also have waded

straight into the country's fore¬
most hotbed of libertarian politi¬
cal activism [the Internet]," the
story outlined a wide range of
libertarian action against the
antitrust suit— including a study

from the Cato Institute, a protest
by Libertarian students, and an
LP press release on the subject.

LP leaders said the story was
another piece of evidence of the
party's increasingly important
role in American politics.

"When you read a front-page
story about how the Libertarian
Party is playing a major role in
defending free enterprise, you
realize that all our hard work is

finally paying off," said National
Director Ron Crickenberger.
"Now, our job is to get enough
influence to shut down this kind
of harmful action by the Justice
Department, once and for all."
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Why does the government want your guns?

Our Founding Fathers knew, over 200 years ago: the biggest
threat to the safety and well-being of a citizenry lies not with
some foreign government but rather with its own government.
"To preserve liberty," wrote Richard Henry Lee, "it is essential
that the whole body of the people always possess arms, and be
taught alike, especially when young, how to use them."

"But our government is a democracy. It would never do anything
to harm us." Now, the book that explodes this myth, and a good
many others as well. In 14 lucid chapters, here's the case for gun
sanity, from The Future of Freedom Foundation. Major themes:

V Why unrestricted gun ownership is absolutely necessary to a free and safe society
V The right to life — equal to the right to possess firearms
V America's emerging Nazi mindset
V The history of gun control: a story of hidden agendas

Gun ownership: an essential right under the principles of private property
V The little-known but tragic story of a people who disarmed for the sake of peace
V Waco and the cult of the omnipotent state
V The final destruction of the Second Amendment — closer than we think
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AffiliateNews
The right to rave, an uphill fight,
and shedding blood for freedom

Photo by Gary Fincher

The third Libertarian candidate since 1775
Libertarian petitioner Karen Fincher gives 3,000 signed
petitions to Libertarian Congressional candidate George
Phillies — and accepts congratulations for the successful
conclusion of the ballot access drive. The signatures, collected
by Fincher and her husband, Gary, were required to put
Phillies on the Massachusetts ballot this November. Because of
restrictive ballot access laws, Phillies is only the third LP
Congressional candidate to qualify in that state "since the
'shot heard 'round the world' in 1775!" said Fincher.

■ California
An LP candidate for State

Assembly is suing the city of San
Diego to overturn an "illegal" 11-
year-old tax on rental property,
which costs residents S4.5 mil¬
lion a year.

"The tax violates Proposition
13, which the city ignored when
it imposed the rental tax in 1987
without voter approval," charged
Edward Teyssier at a news
conference over the Fourth of

July weekend.
When the city attorney

claimed that the tax isn't covered

by Proposition 13 because it is a
"business tax," not a property
tax, Teyssier countered: "Really,
it's a tenants' tax, but tenants
don't even know about it because
it's simply included in their
rent."

Teyssier filed the suit in Su¬
perior Court in June, but timed
his announcement for the July 4
weekend, explaining, "This
country was started as a protest
against taxation."

■ California
By cracking down on gam¬

bling on Indian reservations, Re¬
publican Governor Pete Wilson
may end up moving thousands
of Indians back onto the welfare

rolls, Libertarians warn.
"Politicians have been tout¬

ing welfare-to-work programs
lately," said State Chair Mark
Hinkle. "This is the first ex¬

ample I've seen of work-to-wel-
fare, and it's absolutely tragic.
Prior to gaming, federal hand¬
outs were the primary source of
income for most tribes. Thanks
to gaming, Indian tribes have
broken the cycle of welfare de¬
pendency."

To protect the lucrative state-
run lottery from competition,
Wilson has imposed quotas on
the number of video gaming ma¬
chines that each Indian tribe can

operate.
In response, the LP passed a

resolution in May in support of
Indian gaming.

"Indian tribes are sovereign
nations and have the right to use
their property for whatever they
choose, including gaming— free
of government interference and
regulation," Hinkle said. "If the
government hauls off tribal slot
machines, hardworking Indians

who have struggled for economic
independence will be forced back
onto the welfare rolls— and you
can bet on that."

■ California
San Francisco Libertarians

have launched a campaign
against police harassment of the
"rave" dance scene — and are

using it as an opportunity to get
the Libertarian message to the
"dance community."

Raves are trendy, all-night
dance parties— usually held out¬
side of traditional nightclubs —

that feature electronic music and
attract a predominantly young
audience.

"San Francisco rave parties
are routinely busted for not hav¬
ing various permits, which are
almost impossible to obtain,"
said the local LP chair, who goes
by the name Starchild. "Some
dancers have even been victims

of police brutality. [Participants
of rave parties] are a peaceful
group of people exercising basic
constitutional rights — such as
the right to speak and to as¬
semble — and we think the city
should respect that.

"Unfortunately, the city gov¬
ernment has demonstrated an

unrelenting hostility toward the

dance community," he said. "We
find the current practice of pro¬
hibiting such gatherings across
huge swaths of San Francisco and
shutting down celebrations on
the flimsiest of pretenses unac¬
ceptable."

Libertarians passed a resolu¬
tion at their April 26 meeting
calling upon Mayor Willie
Brown, the police chief, and the
Board of Supervisors to strike
down arbitrary permit laws, cur¬
fews, and other ordinances "used
to harass" organizers of the rave
gatherings.

They plan to present the
resolution, complete with 300
signatures, to Brown in August.

■ Delaware
State chairMike Sensor has

become a regular weekly guest on
the state's largest news-talk sta¬
tion, WILM — giving him an
opportunity to bring the Liber¬
tarian message to listeners in four
states.

The hour-long political
roundtable, called NewsTalk PM,
"provides an excellent opportu¬
nity to bring Libertarian ideas to
the public," Sensor said. "Most
of the calls from the public are
receptive to the Libertarian mes¬

sage — although many are
overtly hostile to the liberal
Democratic message promul¬
gated by one of my co-hosts."

The stint has paid dividends
beyond the Tuesday night ap¬
pearances, Sensor pointed out.
"WILM conducted a live inter¬
view with me from the floor of
the Libertarian Party's National
Convention on July 5 — then
ran stories about the Convention

throughout the day on Monday.
"After hearing WILM's re¬

cent story on the National Con¬
vention, one doctor told me,
'You folks really are the future of
this nation, you know.' That
heartened me significantly!"
said Sensor.

■ Iowa
A Libertarian Party member

has decided it's time to shed
blood for the sake of liberty.

"Well, plasma, actually," said
Roger Fritz, who said he will
donate half the money earned
from regular plasma donations
to LP candidates — and is chal¬

lenging other Story County,
Iowa, Libertarians to do the
same.

"If you are sick of the ever-
increasing growth of govern¬
ment, and the ever-decreasing
amount of personal liberty, the
time has come to shed some

blood for the sake of liberty," said
Fritz. "Our Founding Fathers
sacrificed their fortunes, and
sometimes their lives, for liberty.
I think I can help out with a little
needle prick to help out the best
hope for restoring our freedoms
— the Libertarian Party."

Fritz came up with the
blood-drive-for-liberty idea after
a new company opened in Ames
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that pays $20 for a plasma dona¬
tion, he said. The cash from
Fritz's first donation went to

Mark Nelson, LP candidate for
the Davenport School Board.

■ Oregon
A successful campaign by the

state LP against Ballot Measure
53 has helped defeat a renewed
effort by the state legislature to
"subvert the initiative process"
and make it easier to raise taxes.

Thanks in part to a lobbying
effort by state Libertarians, vot¬
ers rejected the proposed mea¬
sure in May.

"The people of Oregon have
affirmed their wishes to restrict

government power and protect
the democratic process by reject¬
ing the state legislature's attempt
to subvert the initiative process,"
said LP gubernatorial candidate
Richard Burke. "If pro-govern¬
ment tax advocates want to in¬

crease our burden, they must
convince voters that our money
will not be wasted."

The measure failed after
Burke, lobbying director H. Joe
Tabor, and other Libertarians
mounted an intense campaign
by conducting interviews across
the state and publishing anti-tax
messages in voters' guides.

At stake: The state's 50/50
rule, which allows tax increases
only if 50% of the voters turn
out, and only if more than 50%
approve the tax hike. Repealing
the 50/50 rule would have "al¬
lowed special interests and tax
proponents to sneak tax in¬
creases by voters in low turnout,
off-year elections," said Burke.

■ Minnesota
Who said politics isn't re¬

warding? Minnesota LP member
Rich Osness has pledged a
$1,000 "reward" — in the form
of a campaign contribution from
his own bank account — for any
credible Libertarian candidate
who will run against incumbent
Republican Congressman Gil
Gutknecht.

"A credible candidate is

someone that I and voters can

actually envision serving in this
office," Osness said. "It can't be
that hard: You'll be running
against an auctioneer [Gut-
knecht's previous career]."

Osness said he's willing to
spend his own money to recruit
a candidate because he hates the

thought of Gutknecht coasting
to victory without opposition.

"Gutknecht holds a special
place [of scorn] in my heart," he
said. "It is likely that I would find
the performance of any other
Congressman as unsatisfactory
as Gil's. But Gil is my Congress¬
man; I take it personally."

What about Osness himself?
"I will be busy running for the
state legislature — a race I can
win," he explained.
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Photo by Richard E. Venable

Campaigning on the air in California
California Libertarian Party candidate for Secretary of State Gail Lightfoot (center) is
interviewed just before that state's primary in June by talk show hosts George Calvin Booth
(left) and Maggie Macguire. The popular early-morning talk show airs on KSYC-AM/FM, and
has an audience ranging from the border of Oregon to central California.

■ South Carolina
Legislators have an opportu¬

nity to correct the "poor job"
that the Supreme Court has done
defending property rights, said
an LP member who testified be¬
fore the State Senate on April 8.

Bill Woolsey, Charleston
County LP Vice Chair and an
economics professor at the Cita¬
del, testified on behalf of the
South Carolina Private Property
Rights Protection Act before the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

The bill would require that
government compensate indi¬
viduals for partial, or "regula¬
tory," takings, as required by the
Fifth Amendment.

"Property rights are the back¬
bone of the free-market system,"
said Woolsey. "Unfortunately,
the Supreme Court has done a

poor job in interpreting that
clause. You have the opportunity
to reaffirm the importance of
property rights — at least in
South Carolina."

The bill passed the House
and died in the Senate this legis¬
lative session— but Woolsey has
pledged to revive it next year.

"The State Senate's request
for Dr. Woolsey's testimony is
indicative of the Libertarian

Party's increasing political
clout," said State Chair Chuck
Williams.

■ Texas
In response to a "very per¬

suasive" pitch from superstar
fund-raiserMichael Cloud, Lib¬
ertarians in Houston raised over

S5,000 for the Harry Browne
for President Exploratory Com¬
mittee on May 23.

Browne, the party's 1996
presidential candidate, came to
Houston as part of a nationwide

speaking tour to gauge interest
in. his potential presidential bid
in 2000.

In a speech to about 40 local
Libertarians, he praised the Lib¬
ertarian Party's rapid growth, and
asked the audience to "imagine
what we could do in 2000 if we
had 100,000 members and S25
million, instead of the $3 million
we had in 1996?"

Browne said he will run

again if the LP grows large
enough by 2000 "so the media
will take us seriously and we
don't have to keep playing catch¬
up like we did in 1996."

The purpose of his explor¬
atory committee, he said, is to
raise enough money to buy net¬
work television advertising and
to have an organization in place

— including offices, phone
banks, and literature — in the
event he runs again.

■ Virginia
Libertarians may be winning

an "uphill battle" against an or¬
dinance making it difficult for
property owners to build new
homes on mountain property.

At issue is the so-called
"Mountain Protection Ordi
nance" in Albemarle Count)
which would impose strict build¬
ing regulations on all propem
that is more than 700 feet above
sea level.

At a public hearing on June
10, Jefferson Area Libertarians
Jiin Lark, Gary Westmore¬
land, and Brad Barnhill dis¬
tributed literature criticizing the
ordinance and took to the po¬
dium to denounce the measure

as an "illegal taking of private
property." As a result, supervisors
postponed a vote until August—
giving Libertarians more time to
lobby against it.

"The delay is a sign of suc¬
cess, although it doesn't guaran¬
tee victory," said Lark. "We're
trying to turn up the heat to get
[the fence-sitting supervisors] to
vote the right way.

"God willing, we shall defeat
this proposal, although we face
an uphill (no pun intended)
battle," he said.
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Convention '98: "Enthusiasm and progress"
Continued from Page 1

The convention attracted
media coverage from United
Press International, the Washing¬
ton Titnes, America's Voice cable
TV network, National Public Ra¬
dio, and more. The event was

even covered by foreign media,
including a reporter from Swe¬
den and the Spanish language
newspaper Tietnpos Del Manila.

Most of the action took place
in the main convention hall,
which was fronted by a huge,
three-dimensional stage that fea¬
tured a replica of the Capitol
Building, the convention's "Road
to Victory" logo, a stylized Statue
of Liberty, and a massive projec¬
tion screen that broadcast all the

speakers and business.
Rows of state delegation

tables were arrayed all the way
to the back of the spacious hall,
and Libertarians festooned with
buttons, ribbons, and colorful
hats gathered under a forest of
vertical state banners. State-by¬
state votes were announced at

microphones in the middle of
the floor, while video cameras

bracketing the room captured all
the action.

In the most important vote
of the convention, David
Bergland was elected national
chairman on Saturday by an
overwhelming majority.

Roared to victory
Bergland, the party's 1984

presidential candidate, roared to
victory with 58% of the vote on
the first ballot, besting chal¬
lenger Gene Cisewski, who won
40%. Another 2% went to None
of the Above (NOTA), write-ins,
or abstentions. Bergland won
350 votes, while Cisewski, the
head of the Liberty Council PAC,
won 241 votes.

After the vote, Bergland ad¬
dressed the convention and said,
"It's time to get to work!"

He promised that, as na¬
tional chairman, he would con¬

tinue the Project Archimedes
membership growth program
and quadruple the LP's member¬
ship by 2000, keep the current
team at the National LP head¬

quarters, and expand the party's
activist training and Libertarian
education programs.

The next day, Hugh Butler,
current party treasurer, was
elected Vice Chair without oppo¬
sition on a voice vote. Mark

Tuniewicz, current Region 6 LNC
Representative, was elected Trea¬
surer, also without opposition on
a voice vote.

In the most contested race of

Sunday, it took Steve Givot, a
member of the LNC, three bal¬
lots to win the position of Secre¬

■ Rows of delegates — shown here in about one quarter of the sprawling convention hall — wait for convention business to
start, under the watchful eye of the C-SPAN camera (left). At the front of the hall: The main stage, featuring a huge, three-
dimensional mock-up of the Capitol Building, reflecting the convention's theme, "The Road to Victory."

tary, defeating Carol Moore of
Washington, DC, and Benjamin
Bachrach of Michigan.

In the platform debate on

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,
delegates left the party's guiding
philosophical document "very
much substantially [the same]"
said Tim O'Brien, a member of
the Platform Committee.

Three major proposals that
would have changed the plat¬
form — to make the party "neu¬
tral" on the issue of abortion; to
oppose the death penalty; and to
add "children's rights" language
— never came up for a floor vote
because of time constraints.

Statement of Principles
A proposal to change the

wording of the party's Statement
of Principles, from the "cult of
the omnipotent state" to lan¬
guage more like the Declaration
of Independence, won substan¬
tial support but did not gain the
seven-eighths majority needed
for passage.

Changes to the party's By¬
laws were made on Thursday and
Friday. In response to the most
significant proposals, delegates:

■ Approved adding "moving
public policy in a libertarian di¬
rection by building a political
party that elects Libertarians to
public office" to the list of pur¬
poses of the Libertarian Party.

■ Rejected separating the
function of "Chief Executive Of¬
ficer" from the position of Na¬
tional Chair.

■ Ohio delegate Donald Gallick is interviewed by Blanquita
Cullum at the live remote radio studio set up at the back of
the convention hall. Cullum, syndicated by the Radio America
Network on 80 stations, was one of a half-dozen radio hosts
who broadcast their shows from the National Convention.

■ Approved capping the
number of delegates at future
conventions at about 1,400, al¬
located according to state party
membership and presidential
vote totals.

Throughout the convention,
delegates also heard from a vari¬
ety of speakers, including Larry
Elder, Jacob Hornberger, Tanya
Metaksa, Roy Innis, and Harry
Browne.

A popular highlight was
when authors Peter McWilliams
and Shelley Davis joined the Lib¬
ertarian Party on stage, immedi¬
ately following their speeches.

Davis, the author of the IRS
expose, Unbridled Power, joined
the party on Saturday, and
McWilliams, the author of Ain't
Nobody's Business If You Do,
signed an LP membership form
later that same day to thunder¬
ous applause.

"In both cases, these were

people I had talked to ahead of
time [about joining] because I
realized they had Libertarian
leanings," said Crickenberger.

Five radio programs were
broadcast live from the floor of
the convention hall, beaming
interviews with Libertarians and

convention speakers to hundreds
of stations across the country.

Talk show hosts included
Ellen Ratner (syndicated on 100
stations on the Radio America

Network), Blanquita Cullum (80
stations), Jim Alsis (WPBR Radio,
Florida), Neal Boortz (WSB Ra¬
dio, Georgia), and Phil
Paleologos (Talk America Radio
Network, 40 stations.)

"We were very pleased with
the media coverage we received,"
said LP Press Secretary George
Getz. "It may be the best-covered
off-presidential-year convention
in our history."

Immediately following the
close of convention business on

Sunday afternoon, the Libertar¬
ian National Committee voted to

appoint Steve Dasbach as the
party's new National Director.

Dasbach, who had just
served two terms as National

Chair, will move to Washington
to take his new position in Sep¬
tember. Current National Direc¬
tor Ron Crickenberger will re¬
sume his previous position of
Political Director.

Impressed
Overall, delegates said they

were impressed with the conven¬
tion, said Dasbach afterwards.

"The consensus seemed to be
that it was a long weekend of
camaraderie, enthusiasm, and
progress — and the Libertarian
Party emerged from this conven¬
tion with a new sense of purpose
and motivation," he said.
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■ David Bergland (left) campaigns for votes before the
election for National Chairman. His technique was apparently
effective: Bergland won the race with 58% of the vote. After
the vote, he said, "My campaign was based on continuing to
build on the party's great growth and success in recent years
with proven projects and a proven management team."

■ LP founder David Nolan:
"It's pretty obvious that we
are in one of those periods of
rapid [historical] change.
Ladies and gentlemen, the
future is ours!"

■ Harry Browne, the party's 1996 presidential candidate, in
his speech to the convention: "We Libertarians have the most
powerful political message in the world. We are offering to
dramatically improve the life of almost every American. The
American people must be offered candidates, a party, and
proposals that allow them to choose smaller government."

Scenes from the 1998 Convention
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DOUG MACDONALD

■ Jacob Hornberger, president
of the Future of Freedom
Foundation: "Why don't the
20 million Hispanics in this
country consider the Libertar¬
ian Party? We are the third-
largest political party in America.
We are fighting for freedom
in America — free trade, free
markets, and open immigration.
We are asking that you give
us your consideration."

■ Roy Innis, president of the
Congress of Racial Equality:
"The Republican Party is not
the solution to the moral drift
in America. Traditionally, where
one or both of the political
parties are in default, American
citizens organize themselves
into new parties. Can the
Libertarian Party save America
by being the political pioneers
of the 21st century?"

■ Larry Elder, the passionate
radio talk show host from Los

Angeles: "I am a libertarian —

which means [I support] a
government out of my
bedroom and out of my
wallet. Does [the action of the
Republicans and Democrats
in Washington, DC] seem to
show you that there's not
much difference between the
two parties?"

■ An intense conversation on the convention floor, between
Berkley (Michigan) city council member Fred Collins (right)
and Merrimack (New Hampshire) Selectman Finlay Rothhaus.

■ Gene Cisewski (right) confers with Don Gorman, former
New Hampshire legislator, and part of the "Gene Team" in
Cisewski's campaign for National Chair.

■ A behind-the-scenes peek at the Credentials Committee (1-r): Dana Johansen, Steve Boone,
Frank Longo, Melinda Pilsbury Foster, Vincent May, Mike Ginsberg, and Imad-al Dean Ahmad.

■ Dr. Mary Ruwart gives tips on effective communications at
one of the many workshops and seminars at the convention.
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Bergland wins pace for National Chair;
promises more growth, more support
Months of anticipation andthree days of energetic

campaigning came to a
climax on Saturday, July 4, when
delegates elected David Bergland
as the new National Chair of the
Libertarian Partv.

Bergland won 58% of the
vote on the first ballot, besting
Liberty Council PAC founder
Gene Cisewski, who won 40%.
Another 2% of the votes went to

NOTA or write-ins.
The win marks Bergland's

third term as National Chair. Pre¬

viously, he served in that posi¬
tion from 1977 to 1981.

" I was relieved that the cam¬

paigning was finally at an end,"
said Bergland after the vote,
which saw him win solid majori¬
ties from many of the largest
state delegations, including Cali¬
fornia, Michigan, and Texas.

The campaign was high¬
lighted by a hastily arranged de¬
bate between Bergland and
Cisewski on Friday night, where
the two candidates answered

questions about their qualifica¬
tions and their visions for the

party before an audience of hun¬
dreds of delegates.

As the vote grew closer on
Saturday, the heat of the cam¬

paign could be measured by the
number of dueling buttons worn
by delegates, the political
"trench warfare" on the conven¬

tion floor as supporters of the
two candidates vigorously lob¬
bied undecided delegates, and
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the blizzard of promotional ma¬
terial that blanketed the conven¬

tion tables.
But when the votes were

counted, Bergland had won a
decisive first-ballot victory with
350 votes to Cisewski's 241 votes.

After the vote, Bergland said
he felt the vigorous campaign
had been a positive experience
for the party.

Quite encouraging
"After the vote was in, many

of Mr. Cisewski's supporters were
cordial and congratulatory to
me, [and] willing to step up and
keep working to make the party
more effective," he said. "I found
this quite encouraging. It boosts
my motivation to do the work
necessary to achieve the chal¬
lenges we have set for ourselves."

As new Chair, Bergland said
he would focus on the themes he
talked about during his cam¬
paign: Membership growth, pro¬
fessional leadership, and affiliate
support and training.

"I expect a continuation and
expansion of membership
growth through Project Arch¬
imedes and expanded recruit¬
ment through the Internet," he
said. "1 also want to work on set¬

ting up more candidate and ac¬
tivist training programs on the
Success '97 model and I want to

develop internal education and
communication training pro¬
grams to help our affiliate par¬
ties assimilate the anticipated
influx of new members."

■ The debate for National Chair — featuring David Bergland
(right), moderator Jim Lark, and Gene Cisewski (left) — took
place before hundreds of delegates on Friday evening, July 3.

Bergland also stressed the
challenge of dealing with an in¬
flux of new members over the
next two years.

"It is imperative that our cur¬
rent members learn how to make
new members welcome and give
them activist outlets to channel
their enthusiasm," he said. "This
will require attention to local
party organization, recruitment
of candidates, campaign organi¬
zation and training and a multi¬
tude of other activities."

Welcome them
"So my message to every

party member reading this is:
The new members are coming—
get ready to welcome them and
put them to work," he said.

After the election, Cisewski,
who had fallen short in his bid
for National Chair in 1996 as

well, acknowledged that the
"outcome of the vote was surely

a disappointment."
"The delegates had a hard

choice to make and most of them
arrived at the convention un¬

committed and open to hearing
everybody's presentation," he
said. "In the end, I believe that
they chose what seemed more
known and comfortable— some¬

thing all Libertarians experience
in the electoral arena."

His personal plans now, he
said, are to "focus on the con¬

tinuing work of the Liberty
Council in building our party's
grassroots infrastructure."

Cisewski also urged party
members to concentrate on

building the party.
"The important thing is that

[the delegates] made a decision
and now we each have to go for¬
ward to build the most competi¬
tive third party this generation
has seen, at all levels from na¬

tional to the grassroots," he said.

Unless You Know Everything There Is
To Know About Political Campaigning...

YOU NEED

GRASS ROOTS

* Editor & Publisher: Jerry L
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Three ballots
In the most contested race,

it took LNC member Steve Givot
three ballots to win the position
of Secretary, defeating Carol
Moore of Washington, DC, and
Benjamin Bachrach of Michigan.

As Secretary, Givot said LP
members can expect "a strong
advocate of the LP, a person with
good business judgment, and a
team player."

Elections for LNC At-Large
positions, also held on Sunday,
resulted in three new faces on the
committee. Eight contenders
vied for five seats, and delegates
voted to retain incumbents Bill
Hall (Michigan) and John
Buttrick (Arizona) — and elected
newcomers Mary Ruwart (Ken¬
tucky), Jim Lark (Virginia), and
Michael Dixon (Illinois).

Donald Gallick (Ohio), Gary
Johnson (Texas), and Mike Hihn
(Washington) were eliminated
on the first and only ballot.

The eight regions also chose
representatives, resulting in vic¬
tories for four incumbents and
five newcomers.

Re-elected regional represen¬
tatives included Joe Dehn (Cali¬
fornia), Region 1; Ken Bisson (In¬
diana), Region 3; Robert Franke
(Florida), Region 7; and Geoffrey

Retire in
High-yield plans provide
privacy and security.
$250 minimum deposit
required to open account. For more
Information, send LSASE to: H-Y Plans
245 S. Walnut St.,
Osgood IN 47037

■ New LP Secretary Steve
Givot: "A strong advocate of
the LP and a team player."

■ New LP Treasurer Mark
Tuniewicz: "improved analysis
of the LP's financial condition."

You Asked For It...
And We Delivered Again

Another special release available EXCLUSIVELY from
No Free Lunch Distributors

DUN WIND
interviewed by

Tom Snyder
(of the Tomorrow Show)

After nearly twenty years in a vault, this famous interview is finally available in its entirety. The always amiable Snyder asks
terrific questions and creates a charming venue for Rand the writer/philosopher and Rand the individual. Perhaps Rand's best
video interview, and certainly one of Snyder's best. (27 min. Color) reg. $31.95 $26.95 plus S&H

Academy
Award Visa/Mastercard/American Express/Discover

Nominated

Documentary
film

otAm Rand'sut'

"A Sense Of Life"

Regular Edition $15.00

Signed (By The Director) $25.00
Foster Shipping $ 5.00

To Order By Phone Call us Toll-Free:
(888) 557-6353 Or Fax @ (818) 557-0902

lb Order By Mail Send Your Payment to
No Free Lurch Distributors

2219 W Olive Ave., Suite #218 Burbank, C/1 91506 Fax orders must be signed. Credit shipments will be sent to
the credit card billing address only. Please add $2.95 shipping & handling (up to six tapes) on all orders.

California residents please add 8.25% sales tax

The Libertarian NationalCommittee got a thorough
shuffling at the convention,

with delegates adding a number
of new faces to the line-up of
party officers, At-Large Represen¬
tatives, and Regional Represen¬
tatives.

In officer elections on Sun¬

day, party Treasurer Hugh Butler
was elected Vice Chair without

opposition on a voice vote.
During his term, Butler said

his chief goal will be to "find new

ways in which the national or¬
ganization can offer meaningful
support to each affiliate as they
attempt to deal with the onrush
of memberships which are being
sent their way."

In the race for Treasurer,
Mark Tuniewicz, Region 6 LNC
Representative, was elected with¬
out opposition on a voice vote.

"During my tenure, you can
expect regular, independent out¬
side audits, financial statements
that are prepared and distributed
on a timely basis, and improved
analysis of the party's financial
condition," he said.

■ New LP Vice Chair Hugh
Butler: "Meaningful support
to each affiliate."

Rand / Friedman / Donahue Vol. 18t2
Each volume contains two extraordinary 49 minute interviews by
Phil Donahue: one of Ayn Rand and one of Milton Friedman
Volume 1: AR 201 (98min. color)
Donahue interviews Rand at Madison Square Garden.
Contentious discussion with explosive audience
interactions. Friedman discusses the free market and
the failure of government regulation in business and
drugs, reg. $29.95 $24.95 plus s&n

Volume 2: AR 202 (98min. color)
Rand in her first interview since her husbands death.
Sparks fly as Donahue, Rand and the audience reprise
the discussion from the First interview. Friedman
discusses the role of the Federal Reserve in the Great

Depression, reg. $29.95 $24.95plus s&n

ISeiv additions to the
No Free Lunch Catalog
"Waco:
The Rules Or
Engagement" (136min. Color)
The 1998 Academy Award Nominated Film
An explosive expose about the Waco
slaughter with serious information not

reported by the mainstream media. An
astonishing and outstanding document
of the abuse of government power. Every
American should see this. $24.95 plus s&n

"Awake" <45,™. b&w)
First video from Tim Slagle -

the “libertarian Lenny Bruce,"
and positively the best libertarian
comic in the country. Both brilliant
and hilarious, Slagle's spirited and
original political satire cuts to the
bone. $19.95 plus s&n

Also Available from
/Yo Free Lunch...

AR 101
AYN RAPID
AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN

(30min. BSrW)
Rand explains the
corner stones of
Objectivism in crisp,
intellectual fashion.

A mini-course in Objedivist thinking.
reg. $29.95 $24.95 plus s&n

And - By Special
Arrangement with the

Producers

Thf Poster tor th*

1998

Neale (Texas), Region 8.
New additions included

Terry Savage (Nevada), Region 1;
Bette Rose Smith (Colorado), Re¬
gion 2; Chris Spruyt (North Caro¬
lina), Region 4; Amy Rule (Mary¬
land), Region 5; and Muni
Savyon (Massachusetts), Region 6.
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Platform emerges almost unchanged
Efforts to change"Cult of the omnipotent state" fail again
The Libertarian Party plat¬form was subjected to 17

hours of committee discus¬
sion and a dozen hours of con¬
vention floor debate — but

emerged "substantially" un¬
changed from the 1998 National
Convention.

Minor changes — primarily
stylistic — were made to planks
about the economy, trade, free¬
dom of association, freedom and
responsibility, health care, trans¬
portation, American Indian
rights, crime, and sexual rights,
but no major positions were al¬
tered.

Overall, the party's guiding
policy document was "very
much substantially" unchanged,
said Tim O'Brien, a member of
the Platform Committee.

A proposal to remove the

controversial phrase "cult of the
omnipotent state" from the LP
Statement of Principles was con¬
sidered on the first day of con¬
vention business, but failed to

gain enough votes.
The effort to purge the "cult"

won the support of 84% of the
delegates— just shy of the seven-
eighths vote (87.5%) required to
alter the Statement of Principles.

Significantly changed
Several proposals that would

have significantly changed the
platform were passed by the Plat¬
form Committee:

■ On a 12-6 vote, the com¬
mittee endorsed adding a
Children's Rights section — out¬
lining the rights and responsibili¬
ties of children and parents— to
the "Family Life" plank. It did
not come up for a floor vote be¬
cause of time constraints.

■ The committee voted to

add an anti-death penalty sec¬
tion to the "Safeguards for the
Criminally Accused" plank. The
proposed language stated: "Be¬
cause life cannot be restored to a

person who is wrongly executed,
we oppose the death penalty in
all cases." The proposal did not
make it to the floor for debate.

■ The committee voted, 12-
7, to make the Libertarian Party
neutral on the question of abor¬
tion. The proposal, spearheaded
by West Virginia State ChairJohn
Brown, would have replaced the
current "Women's Rights and
Abortion" plank with the state¬
ment: "We take no position as a
party on this issue." Efforts to
bring the issue to the floor failed.

Heated debate, especially in
committee, arose over the issue
of whether to simplify the plat¬
form to make it a more compact
and "positive" document, ac¬

cording to committee members.
Platform Committee Secre¬

tary Steve Givot proposed a com¬
plete rewrite of the platform with
the goal of making it easier to
read and approaching issues
from a "positive, rather than
negative," point of view.

Upbeat
"Many [prospects] ask for

our platform or find it on our In¬
ternet web site," Givot said. "It
is often their first introduction
to Libertarianism. It should be a

document which is upbeat —

telling people why our policies
will improve their lives."

But the proposal ran into
opposition from Libertarians
who argued that it might "water
down the Libertarian message."

During the convention, a
number of delegates complained
that the current method of

amending the platform is
"clumsy and time-consuming"
— a charge that Platform Com¬
mittee Chair John Buttrick ac¬

knowledged.
"We really do not have a

mechanism in place to effect
wholesale changes of the plat¬
form," he said. "Depending on
what you think of the existing
platform, this is either a healthy
protection of our basic principles
. . . or a stultifying procedure
which stops us from substan¬
tially improving an unwieldy
and user-unfriendly document."

1 I I I I I | 1WWW%WWWW . uuunu-

Awards for
Activists!
The Advocates for Self-Government
wants to recognize and reward
outstanding libertarian activism —

and encourage a lot more of it.
★JJGHTS*

kof
imiirnOur new "Lights of Liberty" program

gives award certificates, public
recognition, prizes, discount coupons and more to all
libertarians who accomplish any one of the following
outreach goals in 1998:

1) Letters: Publish three letters to the editor that use the words
"libertarian" or "libertarianism" in a positive light.

2) Operation Politically Homeless: Take part in three OPH
booths during 1998.

3) Public speaking: Deliver three speeches to non-libertarian
groups such as service clubs, classrooms, Toastmasters,
political rallies, etc.

Harry Browne endorses
“Lights of Liberty”
"I like the Advocates' 'Lights of Liberty'
program ... I feel strongly that we have to
build name recognition for the words libertar¬
ian' and libertarianism' — by attaching the

words publicly to specific proposals, analyses, and ideas. Lights
of Liberty is an excellent way to further that goal."
You can be a Light of Liberty! Let's take libertarianism to
millions with "Lights of Liberty!" Call us or check out our Web
site now for details.

Advocates for Self-Government
■ Phone: 800-932-1776 ■ Web: www.self-gov.org

■ Libertarians are "the beacons of liberty in this country," said
author Peter McWilliams, who held up a $100 bill to pay his LP
membership dues. He joined the party right after his speech.

McWilliams and Davis
join party at convention
Author Peter McWilliams andIRS whistleblower Shelley

Davis "signed on the dot¬
ted line" to become official mem¬
bers of the Libertarian Party amid
standing ovations at the Na¬
tional Convention on July 4.

After delivering his speech,
McWilliams — who wrote the
book on victimless crime, Ain't
Nobody's Business IfYou Do— was
greeted on stage by LP National
Director Ron Crickenberger, who
asked him: "On this Fourth of

July, and anniversary of the Dec¬
laration of Independence, would
you like to sign your own per¬
sonal declaration of indepen¬
dence from big government, and
join the Libertarian Party?"

$100 bill
In response, McWilliams

paid his Libertarian Party dues
with a $100 bill, and signed his
name on the membership form.

Holding it up for the cam¬
era, and watching the huge im¬
age of his signature projected on
the oversized screen, McWilliams
paraphrased the famous quote of
John Hancock when he signed
the Declaration of Indepen¬
dence: "That ought to be big
enough for [Drug Czar Barry]
McCaffrey to see!"

Joining the LP seemed a logi¬

SAVE $$$ CONDO EXPOSE

Breakthrough in Common Living.
Avoid property destruction. Lower
assessments. Improve security.

178 pages Correct deficits.Win elections.
For helpful solutions. $16.95 S/H included.
Bay Publishing Co. 2141 Glendale Galleria
#139 CA 91210 http://www.amazon.com

cal step for McWilliams, a critic
of "consensual crime" laws.

"I'm tired of people thinking
that Libertarians don't have mor¬

ality," McWilliams had said at
one point in his speech. "That's
a lot of hogwash. Libertarians are
the only politicians with values."

Unbridled Power

Just hours earlier, Davis, the
author of the IRS expose Un¬
bridled Power, also joined the Lib¬
ertarian Party.

David was joined on stage by
Crickenberger, who told her: "It's
been pretty clear to me that not
only do you have a profound dis¬
trust of the IRS, you seem to be
pretty Libertarian in other areas
as well." He asked her: Would

you be willing to join the party?
In response, Davis smiled

and said "Why not?" — signing
a membership form on the spot.

Afterwards, Crickenberger
said the two events weren't quite
as spontaneous as they seemed.

"In both cases, these were

people I had talked to ahead of
time [about joining] because I
realized they had significant Lib¬
ertarian leanings," he said. "Pe¬
ter and Shelley are just another
example of how more and more
people of public prominence are
joining the Libertarian Party."

Libertarian Party
Flags Plus!

LPC Reg 40, P.0. Box 598
Pismo Beach, CA 93448

(888) 452-3434
www.lpcslo.org (Click Store)
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HEAR SPEECHES
^PRESENTATIONS
FROM:
David Boaz

Harry Browne
Neal Boortz

Roy Innis
Michael Cloud
Charles Murray
Peter McWilliams

Jacob Hornberger
Shelley Davis

Larry Elder
Tanya Metaksa
Jim Lark
Sharon Harris

Bill Winter

David Nolan

Perry Willis
Walker Chandler
Barbara Goushaw
Michael Tanner
Robert Poole

more!

DEOTAPES VIDEO PRICING:

$19.95 Each

Tape Session Title Tape Session Title
LIB98-01 Keynote Address: The Libertarian Party, The Unreasonable Alternative Michael Cloud;

Intro: Hon, Finlay Rothhaus
LIB98-02 Communicating to Win: 12 Secrets that Libertarians Can't Afford Not to Know (Workshop): Sharon Harris
LIB98-03 The Eroding Legitimacy of the National Government: Gold Luncheon with Charles Murray; Intro: Bill Winter
LIB98-04 No Freedom, No Safety: Tanya Metaksa, Intro/How I Fought for the Second Amendment: Hon. Sandi Webb
LIB98-05 Sustaining a Strong Campus Organization (workshop): Jim Lark
LIB98-06 Solving the Crisis in Education: Steve Givot, Joe Bast, Clint Bolick, Steve Dasbach, Dr. Mary Ruwart
LIB98-07 Victicrats VIP: The Importance of Personal Responsibility: Larry Elder; Intro/Why I am Running for Governor of

Illinois: James Tobin
LIB98-08 Read All About It! Effective LP Newsletters (Workshop) Bill Winter
LIB98-09 Time to Retire Social Security: Michael Tanner; Intro/The Virtues of Smaller Government Hon, Bruce Van Buren
LIB98-010 Principles In Action: Stopping Big Government Boondoggles (Panel) Dena Bruedigam,

Dr Mary Ruwart, Bette Rose Smith, Charles Test
LIB98-011 Mastering the Media (Workshop): Bill Winter
LIB98-012 Handguns Are A Girl's Best Friend: Barbara Goushaw, Intro: Hon Fred Collins
LIB98-013 Liberty Versus Power: The Eternal Struggle: Gold Luncheon with David Boaz
LIB98-014 The Gospel of Boortz: Neal Boortz; Intro: Ron Crickenberger
LIB98-015 Open Minds On Open Borders: Jacob Hornberger; Intro Judge Ira Raab
LIB98-016 Using Campaigns to Build the Libertarian Party (Workshop): Jon Coon,

Barbara Goushaw, Ron Crickenberger, Mike Buoncristiano
LIB98-017 Libertarians: The Political Pioneers of the 21st Century: Roy Innis; Intro/A Vision for America Jo Jorgensen
LIB98-018 Principles & Public Policy (Panel): Robert Poole, Michael Tanner, Joe Bast
LIB98-019 Being A Libertarian Medic in the War on Drugs: Walker Chandler; Intro: Hon. Dewayne Metheny
LIB98-020 I Want to Be Elected! How to Win Your Local Election (Workshop) Fred Collins, Barbara Goushaw, Sandi

Webb, Aaron Starr, Bruce Van Buren, Ron Crickenberger
LIB98-021 The IRS: How Do They Get Away With It?: Shelley Davis; Intro/Why We Are Libertarians: John Buttrick
LIB98-022 Local Problems, Libertarian Solutions (Panel): Robert Poole, Sandi Webb, Dewayne Metheny, Fred Collins,

Finlay Rothhaus, Robert DeBrosse
LIB98-023 Born Again Libertarian: Peter McWilliams; Intro/Inside Looking Out: Hon. Brian Thomas
LIB98-024 The Most Powerful Political Message in the World: Harry Browne; Intro/Lessons from the Mountain Dr

Wallace Johnson
LIB98-025 Successful Local Organizing (Workshop): Perry Willis
LIB98-026 Understanding the Coming Paradigm Shift: David Nolan

LIB98-V01 Keynote Address: The Libertarian Party, The Unreasonable
Alternative Michael Cloud; Intro: Hon Finlay Rothhaus

LIB98-V02 The Eroding Legitimacy of the National Government: Charles
Murray; Intro: Bill Winter

LIB98-V03 Liberty Versus Power: The Eternal Struggle: David Boaz
LIB98-V04 Open Minds On Open Borders: Jacob Hornberger, Intro/The

Administration of Justice: Judge Ira Raab
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Convention banquet honors party's "best"

■ Dan and Amy Gifford accept
the "Champions of Liberty"
Award from Ron Crickenberger.

As fireworks exploded overthe nation's capital in cel¬
ebration of the Fourth of

July, the Libertarian Party cel¬
ebrated its best activists— and a

few non-LP members, as well —
with a Saturday night gala
Awards and Honors Banquet at
the National Convention.

During the three-hour event,
more than a dozen individuals
and states were honored for
achievements in ballot access,

membership growth, LP activ¬

ism, and for helping the "cause
of liberty."

Climaxing the evening were
the Champions of Liberty
Awards, which were won by ABC
Television correspondent John
Stossel and Waco: The Rules ofEn¬
gagement producers Dan and
Amy Gifford.

The purpose of the Champi¬
ons of Liberty Award "is to rec¬

ognize the many non-Libertarian
Party members who are doing
good work for the cause of lib¬

erty," said LP National Director
Ron Crickenberger, who pre¬
sented the cut-crystal Lady Lib¬
erty statuettes.

Stossel won the 1997 Cham¬

pions of Liberty Award for his
"ongoing work, via the medium
of television, to explain the

I’m here to help you.”
Contact Freedom Law School!

The Freedom Law School (F.L.S.) was founded to assist thosefreedom loving and self-responsible people who are committed
to living their lives free of oppressive control and taxation by

governments and their agents and live free, in pursuit of happiness.
By learning about your rights, and the proper procedures that you need to utilize in asserting them, you can
live your life in freedom. This knowledge will empower you to keep the meddlesome government agents out
of your life, and if the pesky government agents insist on harassing you, you will know the proper way to
respond and get the leeches off your back.

Up!
ill
ill
Sip®:

a
a

Once you become knowledgeable about the law, along with the other knowledgeable
freedom lovers in your community, you can make the government agents go after the real
criminals and leave law-abiding people like yourself alone in peace.

You don’t need to have any kind of previous knowledge or experience in the field of law
to succeed in these classes and live free. Freedom Law School stands 100% behind its work
and wants you to get the kind of empowering information you are looking for.

Therefore, we offer all of our classes and material with a 100% satisfaction money back guarantee.
If you are not totally satisfied with any of Freedom Law School’s material or classes, just return it to us and
your money will be refunded. Period.

To receive a free audio tape
of “Introduction to the Freedom Law School,”
call Freedom Law School at (714) 838-2896.
Or check us out at www.freedomlaw.org

moral, social, and economic ben¬
efits of freedom."

Stossel, unable to attend be¬
cause of the political nature of
the event, asked author Peter
McWilliams to accept the award
on his behalf

The 1998 Champions Award
was presented to the Giffords,
who were attending the conven¬
tion to show their Academy
Award-nominated documentary.

While accepting the award,
Amy Gifford quipped, "This sure
beats waiting three hours to lose
an Oscar!"

In presenting the award,
Crickenberger praised the pow¬
erful documentary — which re¬
vealed the government cover-up
surrounding the bloodbath in
Waco, Texas — and said, "Part of
a Libertarian victory will be no
more tanks rolling through
churches; no more Waco fires."

Highest honor
The LP's three highest activ¬

ist honors were also distributed:
■ The Sam Adams Award for

"best LP activist" was won by
Steve Dasbach, the party's soon-
to-be National Director. (Run¬
ners-up were Harry Browne and
California activist Richard Rider.)

■ The Thomas Paine Award
for "best Libertarian communi¬

cator" was won by Harry Browne.
(Runners-up were Michael Cloud
and Gene Burns.)

■ The Thomas Jefferson
Award for "lifetime achieve¬
ment" was won by David
Bergland. (Runners-up were
Harry Browne and Gene Burns.)

The winners of the three
awards were chosen via a nomi¬

nation process open to all LP
members. Delegates then se¬
lected the winners from the three
most popular nominees.

In a separate presentation,
Perry Willis was honored with a
"distinguished service award" for
his four years as National Direc¬
tor. Willis was also granted an
honorary LP Life Membership.

The Lehman Awards —

which recognize state party
membership growth — were won
in the large state category by
Georgia, and in the small state
category by West Virginia.

Two special awards were
given out for ballot access:

■ A "Lifetime Achievement"
award was given to Richard
Winger, the publisher of Ballot
Access News. He was honored for
his "dedication to electoral fair¬
ness and open ballots," said LP
Project Manager Kris Williams.

■ An award was given to Bill
Redpath, the LP's Ballot Access
Chair for the last decade. He was

honored for his "dedication to

achieving LP ballot access."
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Convention first-timers enjoy
drama, excitement, and people
New delegates say they came to learn — and to be inspired

By Dena Bruedigam
LP News Correspondent

Some were old-timers whohave been to every conven¬
tion since David Nolan's liv¬

ing room; some delegates were
attending only their second con¬
vention, having joined during
the Browne campaign in 1996.

But a surprisingly large num¬
ber of National Convention del¬

egates were newcomers — who
had never attended an LP na¬

tional convention before "The
Road to Victory."

And whether they had high
expectations, low expectations,
or no expectations, first-time
convention attendees said they
returned home inspired, with
increased knowledge, and with
a renewed confidence in the Lib¬
ertarian Party.

Sarah Cotham, 27, Vice
Chair of the Indiana LP, said she

expected the convention to be
exciting and hoped to learn a lot
about the Libertarian Party. But
she had no idea just how excit¬
ing it would be.

"I left with a reinforced pas¬
sion for being a Libertarian vol¬
unteer," she said, "More ener¬

gized than 1 ever expected."
A relatively new Libertarian,

Cotham said she is serious about

building the party in her home
state — and believes she left the
convention with the tools nec¬

essary to do so.
Ernest Ludwick of Bellevue,

Washington, undoubtedly trav¬
eled farther than most conven¬

tion attendees. He flew 3,000

miles to attend "The Road to Vic¬

tory" because he wanted to view
firsthand the progress of the
party and wanted to gather ideas
to use in his home state.

Ludwick, 39, a single parent
and Washington state regional
representative, brought his son
along to attend their first na¬
tional convention and do some

sightseeing in Washington, DC.
As with many convention

delegates, Ludwick also had a

specific agenda: He wanted to see
the "cult of the omnipotent
state" language dropped from
the Statement of Principles — a
close vote that his side lost.

Herb Ray, 70, a delegate from
Winnetka, Illinois, joined the LP
five years ago but never became
involved. He made the trip to
visit relatives and attend the
1998 convention, describing
himself as there "to learn."

A philosophical libertarian

Elected Libertarians; Fighting long odds
By Sara Cotham

LP News Correspondent

Achieving victory againstoverwhelming political
odds is gratifying — but

Libertarians in public office have
to work hard to enjoy that kind
of success, said a panel of five
elected LP members during a July
4 session at the National Con¬
vention.

"Sometimes [victories] are
small, sometimes they're big,
and we take what we can get,"
said Bruce Van Buren, a City
Commissioner in Avondale Es¬

tates, Georgia.
In a free-wheeling discus¬

sion, the panelists revealed to an
audience of over 100 national

delegates in the main conven¬
tion hall how they successfully
inject Libertarian ideas into lo¬
cal politics — usually as the mi¬
nority viewpoint.

"If you want to make a
change, then you have to go out
and make a difference [your¬
self]," said Dewayne Metheney,
the mayor of Auburn, Georgia.

New Book!

Highway to Freedom
by Dr. Bob Sheckler
$17.95 + $4.50 S&H
GOODPEOPLE: Pubs
4024 Weiman Avenue

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

BRUCE VAN BUREN
"Sometimes

[victories] are
small, sometimes

they're big."
Knowing they can make a

difference at home inspires
elected Libertarians to continue

to fight for freedom, said City
Councilman Fred Collins of

Berkely, Michigan.
"Myself and the other six

people on the Berkely City Coun¬
cil know a lot more about what
the community needs than the
Oakland County government
[or] the Michigan [state] govern¬
ment," he said.

What tough issues come up
most frequently at the local
level? Property use, privatization
of government-run city services,
and constitutional freedoms of

The Moviegoers’ Website
★ CHECK IT OUT! *
www.flickpicks.com

citizens topped the list of "war
stories" panelists shared.

For example, after a white
supremacist was heckled by an¬
gry residents at the height of the
Rodney King trial, City Council-
woman Sandi Webb of Simi Val¬

ley, California worked with other
city council members to protect
controversial speech, she said.

She successfully lobbied to
allow people to hold demonstra¬
tions in a local park — without
having to apply for a permit.

In Ohio, Piqua City Com¬
missioner Robert DeBrosse
earned the reputation of "a
watchdog of the Bill of Rights"
for his efforts to protect citizens
against excessive government.

"You have to listen to what

people are interested in and then
figure out how to phrase your
Libertarian message in such a
way that they are going to be re¬
ceptive," he said.

The elected Libertarians also
said they had to learn to pick
their fights carefully.

For example, Webb looked
into privatizing Simi Valley's
municipal water and sewer op¬
erations — but found that the

city's efficiently run plant was
actually cheaper than the private
options she researched.

"So I dropped it and went off
to fight other battles," she said.
"And there are plenty of battles
to fight."

■ Convention '98 was an

opportunity for first-time LP
delegates — like Georgeanne
Shirling (Tennessee) — to play
a role in party business.

ally for nearly 50 years, Ray cred¬
ited Hayek's Road to Serfdom with
introducing him to libertarian¬
ism. A former Republican, he
lost faith in the GOP over time

and subsequently joined the
Libertarians.

Before attending the con¬
vention, Ray's primary LP in¬
volvement consisted of making
financial contributions, he said.

But the excitement and in¬

spiration of "The Road to Vic¬
tory" rubbed off on him and has
prompted him to do even more
for the party: He now plans to
get actively involved in his home
state working on the Illinois bal¬
lot drive, he said.

Ohio delegate Chet Suth¬
erland, 35, found it easy to at¬
tend his first national conven¬
tion because it was "close by" —
a mere seven-hour drive from his
home in Akron.

Sutherland, the Ohio state
media director, expected the con¬
vention to be as rewarding as "a
state convention multiplied by
50" and wasn't a bit disap¬
pointed, he said.

Even after driving all night
to attend the Jerry Russell Cam¬
paign seminar, Sutherland man¬
aged to stay awake and said it was
an excellent and worthwhile
convention event.

Like most attendees, he said
he welcomed the chance to meet

LP leaders in person, and en¬
joyed networking with people he
had previously met at state con¬
ventions and Success '97.

Always enjoyed
Mark Clifford, 44, had al¬

ways enjoyed state conventions
and even helped organize one in
Ohio, but hadn't attended a na¬
tional convention until this year.

Clifford, who now resides in
Orlando, was part of the Florida
delegation, where he said he was
fascinated by the convention
business..

He said he especially appre¬
ciated the opportunity to meet
so many influential and well-
known Libertarians such as

David Bergland, Harry Browne,
and David Nolan.

After experiencing the con¬
vention firsthand, Clifford said
he believes now, more than ever,
that the Libertarian Party will
achieve its goals.

"1 wanted to find out if the
Libertarian Party is a serious po¬
litical party," Clifford said ... and
he came away eagerly looking
forward to the 2000 convention.

Be 'unreasonable; urges
keynoter Michael Cloud
Be "unreasonable" — it's the only way you will ever changethe world. That was the theme of Michael Cloud's keynote

address, which he delivered to the Libertar¬
ian delegates and C-SPAN audience on July 3,
the opening day of the National Convention.

"The reasonable man adapts himself to the
world; the unreasonable one persists in
ing to adapt the world
to himself. Thus all

progress depends upon
the unreasonable man," Cloud
began, quoting George Bernard Shaw.

Pointing out that Thomas Edison
wasn't content to simply improve the
candle and that the Wright Brothers
weren't interested in devising a way to
move faster on land, Cloud compared Liber¬
tarian ideas, which may seem unreasonable
at first, to electric lights and airplanes.

The same idealism and perseverance will
eventually propel Libertarian principles into
the forefront of politics, said Cloud, the LP's
candidate for U.S. Senate in Nevada.

"Dramatic changes bring about dramatic
results — and that means being unreason¬
able to change the world," he said.
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talkingpoints
Missouri's scholastic money pit
& hard-working French criminals
Unembraceable you

In the 18th century British
parliament, the Earl of Sandwich
said to the great libertarian John
Wilkes, "I do not know whether
you will die on the gallows or of
some dread disease." Wilkes re¬

sponded, "That depends, sir, on
whether I embrace your prin¬
ciples or your mistress."

In Washington, more politi¬
cians have been embracing mis¬
tresses than principles recently.
— DAVID BOAZ (Cato Institute),

Speech at Libertarian National
Convention, July 3, 1998

Throw more money!
Proponents of public educa¬

tion have long contended that
lack of funding is a principal rea¬
son for the poor performance of
many government schools. How¬
ever, as Los Angeles writer Paul
Ciotti reports in "Money and
School Performance: Lessons
from the Kansas City Desegrega¬
tion Experiment," it is unlikely
that increased funding will help
public schools.

In 1985 a federal judge in¬
vited the Kansas City, Missouri,
School District to come up with
a cost-is-no-object educational
plan. The district responded by
spending as much as SI 1,700 per
pupil per year. The district used
the money to build new facili¬
ties and to hire more teachers,
dropping the student-teacher ra¬
tio to 12 or 13 to 1, the lowest of
any major school district in the
country.

Despite such extravagant
spending, the results were dis-

, mal. Test scores did not rise, and
racial integration, one of the
principal goals of the reform, was
not achieved. Ciotti concludes,
"The Kansas City experiment
suggests that, indeed, educa¬
tional problems can't be solved
by throwing money at them ..."
— CATO POLICY REPORT,

May/June 1998

Smoked out
Few Republicans are willing

to defend smoking from the
charge that it is immoral,
irrational, and a public menace.
It has been a while, in fact, since
they have argued for freedom or
limited government on any issue.
— NATIONAL REVIEW,

May 4, 1998

Marc Beauchamp
EDITOR

IN FRANCE,
"thousands of
violations have
been reported"
ofpeople working

too hard.

Fun with biometrics
Minnesota citizens may

soon be guinea pigs for yet an¬
other privacy invasion experi¬
ment. A new law authorizes a

study to fingerprint all citizens.
Proponents of the law are

excited about the possibility that
fingerprinting requirements on
driver's licenses would allow re¬

tailers to check the fingerprints
of suspect customers and "know
in three minutes" if they are who
they say they are.

The original language of the
bill clearly shows the future
plans for identification by bio¬
metrics. These include "tobacco,
liquor, and lottery sales enforce¬
ment; health care; voter registra¬
tion; and school access and other
situations where accurate per¬
sonal identification is essential."
— TWILA ERASE,

Intellectual Ammunition,
June/July 1998

Gatekeeper Hillary
Matt Drudge has no apolo¬

gies for non-membership in
journalism's smug little guild. Let
Drudge write his version of the
truth, and let readers judge for
themselves. If he libels someone,
then he'll be sued, as he should

be. If he gets the story wrong too
many times, no one will listen
to him. The marketplace for
news is like any other.

But this kind of marketplace,
spread by the Internet, is a threat
to the people with the power to¬
day. Drudge quoted Hillary Clin¬
ton, who said earlier this year,
"We're all going to have to re¬
think how we deal with the In¬
ternet. As exciting as these new
developments are, there are a
number of serious issues without

any kind of gatekeeping func¬
tion." She [warned] that "any
time an individual leaps so far
ahead of that balance and throws
the system — whatever it might
be political, economic, techno¬
logical — out of balance, you've
got a problem."

Really? Maybe you've got a
problem, "you” being the folks
in charge before someone leaps
"far ahead." The rest of us,

gatekeeper-less, have more

choices, more freedom, a more

exciting future.
— James Glassman

The Washington Post
June 5, 1998

Universal stupidity
The best government is the

least government at the lowest
possible cost. Canada's only
hope to eradicate its nagging un¬
employment problem is to lower
taxes dramatically. Anything less
means more of the same—and all

politicians must understand that
reality. It's about taxes, stupid.
— Diane Francis,

Forbes, June 15, 1998

Reasons to be lazy
Pity the French corporate

climbers who are discovering
that working too hard has be¬
come a crime. Before a contro¬

versial plan to reduce the work
week to 35 hours comes into ef¬

fect, the [French] government
has started raiding companies to
make sure executives and other

professionals aren't putting in
more hours than the current le¬

gal limit of 39 a week. "Several
thousand violations have been

reported at big companies we
have looked at," a spokeswoman
at the Employment and Solidar¬
ity Ministry said.

The raids, carried out by the
ministry's 420 inspectors, often
on tips from union members,
have led to bizarre scenes at some

companies ... Several inspectors

have gone as far as photograph¬
ing car license plates in company
parking lots to deduce their own¬
ers' working hours or monitor¬
ing personal computers to make
sure that no work was being
sneaked home.
— SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS

SERVICE, June 17, 1998

Failed forecasts
The risk of modern civiliza¬

tion is not overpopulation, but
over politicization. And that risk
would be increased were we to

follow the Malthusian anti-tech¬

nology and anti-growth policies
of the Dan Steins [of the Federa¬
tion for American Immigration
Reform] of the world.

The policies of economic lib¬
erty — limited government, pri¬
vate property, freedom of con¬
tact, and stable rule of law —

have moved the world far away
from the despots written about
by Malthus and Mr. Stein.

This month is, indeed, the
200th anniversary of [Malthus's]
famous essay, but 200 years of
failed forecasts is enough. It is
time to abandon these dooms¬

day policies and get serious about
our future.
— Fred Smith,

Washington Times, June 19,1998

■ Send "Talking Points" contri¬
butions to Marc Beauchamp,
2231 Kings Garden Way, Falls
Church VA, 22043. E-mail:
mbeaucha@ix.netcom.com

YmirsolI!
You are being tracked, categorized, filed,

numbered, referenced, documented, classified,
registered, indexed, recorded, listed, and archived!

Educateyourselfwhile working from your home.
H How to utilize offshore banking.
■ How to start to invest in foreign markets safely.
■ How to set up offshore trusts.

What we have here is a legitimate business opportunity, run entirely from
your home. The business is designed to educate you on these issues.

We have a turn-key system in place which literally does the selling for you.
This is not an MLM. The minimum capital requirement is $1,300.00.

Please call 24-hrs 1-800-995-0796, Ext. 8721
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Alabama Chair

Stephen Dow
221 Evalyn St.
Madison, AE 35758-2209
205-772-0888 (h)
StephenDow@aol.com
Alabama HQ
1019 Old Monrovia Rd., # 299
Huntsville, AL 35806
888-838-1775

Alaska Chair
Len Karpinski
205 E. Dimond Blvd., #373
Anchorage, AK 99515
907-566-1235
warmgun@sinbad.net
Arizona Chair
Fran Van Cleave
1622 E. Roma Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85016-5414
602-248-8583 (h)

Arizona HQ
P.O. Box 501
Phoenix, AZ 85001
602-248-8425 (inquiries)

Arkansas Chair
Cliff Biedenharn
430 Bald Knob Rd.
Morrilton, AR 72110
501-354-6041 (h)
cliffb@aristotle.net

Arkansas HQ
P.O. Box 1579
Little Rock, AR 72203
501-340-3933
888-894-1836 (outside Little Rock)

California Chair
Mark Hinkle
17545 Chesbro Lake Dr.

Morgan Hill, CA 95037-9104
408-776-7682
chair@ca.lp.org
California HQ
Juan Ros, Exec. Director
11956 Riverside Dr., #206
Valley Village, CA 91607
818-506-0200
818-506-0212 (f)
director@ca.lp.org

Colorado Chair
Michele Bethke
P.O. Box 460202
Glendale, CO 80246
303-639-5530
mcbeth@ecentral.com

Colorado HQ
720 East 18th Ave., #309
Denver, CO 80203
303-837-9393

Connecticut Chair
Carl Vassar
143 Fernwood Rd.
Trumbull, CT 06611
203-261-8721

cev@lpct.com
Connecticut HQ
P.O. Box 551
East Granby, CT 06026
800-364-0023 (Inquiries)
860-423-0230

Delaware Chair
Michael Sensor
1509 Sheldon Dr.
Newark, DE 19711
302-455-1162 (h)
sensor@dol.net

Delaware HQ
P.O. Box 1472
Dover, DE 19903-1472
District of Columbia Chair
Daniel Smith
2471 18th St., NW, #4
Washington, DC 20009
202-483-6401 (h)
104702.3320@Vompuserve.com

District of Columbia HQ
P.O. Box 12075

Washington, DC 20005
Florida Chair
Brian Collar
19208 Crescent
Odessa, FL 33556
813-920-7663 (h)
bdcollar@ix.netcom.com

Florida HQ
P.O. Box 3012
Winter Park, FL 32790-3012
800-478-0555
561-737-1878

Here's how to contact our affiliate organizations in all 50 states and DC.

Georgia Chair
Montague "Cosmo" Boyd
1874 Piedmont Rd., NE
Atlanta, GA 30324
770-933-3018 (h)
mlbl 138@mailexcite.com

Georgia HQ
1874 Piedmont Rd., Ste. 590-E
Atlanta, GA 30324
800-257-2493
404-888-9468
404-874-8339 (f)
lpga@juno.com

Hawaii Chair

Roger Taylor
P.O. Box 1542
Aiea, HI 96701
808-486-9910 (h)
808-486-9910 (f)
rogert@pixi.com
Hawaii HQ
1125 2 King Street #202
Honolulu, HI 96814
808-597-8008

Idaho Chair
Chris Struble
7280 Hidden Valley Dr.
Boise, ID 83709
208-362-6873

sparrow@cyberhighway.net
Idaho HQ
P.O. Box 15582
Boise, ID 83715
Illinois Chair
Mike Ginsberg
1415 North Sterling Ave.
Palatine, IL 60067
847-776-8747 (h)
mjginsberg@aol.com
Illinois HQ
1602 Colonial Parkway
Inverness, IL 60067
847-776-8090
800-735-1776

lpi@il.lp.org
Indiana Chair
Rob Shuford
4110 Ritterskamp Ct.
Indianapolis, IN 46250
317-594-0119 (h)
317-594-9789 (f)
galt@indy.net
Iowa Chair

Randy Herod
P.O. Box 1041
Waterloo, IA 50704-1041
319-235-9660
rherod@Trxinc.com

Kansas Chair
Seth Warren
P.O. Box 412
Andover, KS 67002
316-733-7299 (h)
slider714@yahoo.com
Kansas HQ
P.O. Box 3735
Wichita, KS 67201
800-335-1776 (In-state only)
913-862-4846

Kentucky Chair
Tom Wimmer
137 Creekport Dr.
Columbia, KY 42728-2120
502-384-6139 (h)
502-384-9061 (f)
ctwimmer@duo-county.com
Kentucky HQ
7416 Six Mile Ln.
Louisville, KY 40220-3254
888-595-4276

Louisiana Chair
Sal Giangrosso
618 South Tyler Street
Covington, LA 70433
504-875-7519 (h)
drg@nternet.com

Louisiana HQ
P.O. Box 66301
Baton Rouge, LA 70896

Maine Chair
Mark Cenci
104 Front St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-772-8702
ma rkc@omn isys t em. com

Maine HQ
P.O. Box 6677

Portland, ME 04101
207-780-1776

Maryland Chair
Steve Boone
17-E Hogarth Circle
Cockeysville, MD 21030
410-628-6170

grover54@concentric.net
Maryland HQ
4323 Rosedale Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-951-0539 (Bethesda area)
410-628-1141 (Baltimore area)
800-MLP-1776 (Inquiries only)
chair@md.lp.org
Massachusetts Chair
Carla Howell
6 Goodman Ln.

Wayland, MA 01778-3502
508-358-4247 (h)
chowell@la-ma.org
Massachusetts HQ
P.O. Box 2610
Boston, MA 02208
617-625-1100

Michigan Chair
Tim O'Brien
3319 Greenfield Rd., #345
Dearborn, MI 48120313-562-5778 (h)

Michigan HQ
604 North Vernon
Dearborn, MI 48128-1553
800-343-1364 (inquiries)
Minnesota Chair
Charles Test
2710 2nd Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55408-1710
612-874-8531

Minnesota HQ
P.O. Box 580774

Minneapolis, MN 55458
612-788-2660
800-788-2660 (Inquiries)
Mississippi Chair
Mark G. Bushman
3520 Terry Rd., #150
Jackson, MS 39212
601-362-2923

Mississippi HQ
3520 Terry Road, Suite 160
Jackson, MS 39212

Missouri Chair

Jim Givens
4182 N. Rivera Drive
Columbia, MO 65202
573-874-3454 (h)
jimgivens@aol.com
Missouri HQ
P.O. Box 3231

University City, MO 63130314-997-8585 (inquiries)
Or: P.O. Box 32731
Kansas City, MO 64111
913-383-7777 (inquiries)
800-838-1776

Montana Chair
Mike Fellows
P.O. Box 4803
Missoula, MT 59806-4803
406-721-9020

Montana HQ
P.O. Box 4803
Missoula, MT 59806-4803

Nebraska Chair

Andy Miller
321 Paradise Drive

Gretna, NE 68028-7890
402-332-4734

Nebraska HQ
RR 32, Box 285-C
Omaha, NE 68142
402-331-5040

Nevada Chair

Terry C Savage
774 Mays Blvd #10/122
Incline Village, NV 89451
408-920-2193 (h)
ChaosRider@aol.com

Nevada HQ
P.O. Box.3752
North Las Vegas, NV 89036
702-251-7123 (messages)

New Hampshire Chair
Danielle Donovan
39 Lyncheville Park Rd.
Goffstown, NH 03045
603-627-2865 (h)

New Hampshire HQ
P.O. Box 5293
Manchester, NH 03108
800-559-LPNH
603-627-3666

New Jersey Chair
Janice Presser
150 Chalkboard Court
Moorestown, NJ 08057-1678
609-273-3253
jpresser@netaxs.com

New Jersey HQ
P.O. Box 56
Tennent, NJ 07763
800-201-NJLP

New Mexico Chair
Ron Bjornstad
1380 Rio Rancho Blvd #182
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
505-891-4541

tintoys@rt66.com
New York Chair

Jim Harris
P.O. Box 1036
Rockville Centre, NY 11571
516-646-8897

New York HQ
P.O. Box 1664
New York, NY 10013-1664

New York Inquiries
Dorothy-Louise Brokaw
Box 66, Mink Hollow Rd.
Lake Hill, NY 12448
914-679-8340

North Carolina Chair
Sean Haugh
1821 Hillandale Rd., #l-B-332
Durham, NC 27705
919-286-0152

haugh@acpub.duke.edu
North Carolina HQ
P.O. Box 817
Garner, NC 27529-0817
800-292-3766

North Dakota Chair
Martin Riske
P.O. Box 9002

Fargo, ND 58106-9002
701-241-9687

Ohio Chair
Jim Babka
487 Stanton Avenue
Akron, OH 44301
330-773-3559
actvalu@1sssnet.com

Ohio HQ
c/o Ann Leech
415 Pinebluff Drive
Loveland, OH 45140
800-669-6542 (Inquiries only)

Oklahoma Chair
Michael Clem
415 S. 66th E. Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74112-1815
918-835-1735 (h)
mac.lpok@juno.com
Oklahoma HQ
P.O. Box 14042
Tulsa, OK 74159

Oregon Chair
Bruce Alexander Knight
125 SE 22d Avenue, #2
Portland, OR 97214-1616
503-736-1259
bruceknight@juno.com

Oregon HQ
P.O. Box 40471
Portland, OR 97204
800-829-1992 (inquiries)
503-640-8717 (f)
Ipo@teleport.com
Pennsylvania Chair
Tim Moir
1227 Pine St.

Philadelphia, PA 19107
215-732-6155
215-732-6244

tjmoir@aol.com

Pennsylvania Inquiries
800-774-4487

Rhode Island Chair
Michael J. Rollins
P.O. Box 6303
Providence, RI 02940-6303
401-353-9243
mjr@conan.ids.net
South Carolina Chair
Charles F. (Chuck) Williams
2026 Cotton Hope
Hilton Head, SC 29926-3737
843-681-8350 (h)
843-689-2528 (f)
waterbaron@compuserve.com
South Carolina HQ
P.O. Box 50643
Columbia, SC 29250
803-254-3204 (messages)

South Dakota Chair
Nathan A. Barton
P.O. Box 3471

Rapid City, SD 57709
605-348-9461 (h)
605-394-7246 (f)
SDLiberty@juno.com
South Dakota HQ
P.O. Box 9341
Rapid City, SD 57709

Tennessee Chair

Billy Hollis
750 Elysian Fields Rd.
Nashville, TN 37204
615-333-8666
billyhollis@worldnet.att.net

Tennessee HQ
P.O. Box 2131
Brentwood, TN 37024-2131
615-773-7090 (inquiries)
615-773-7090 (f)

Texas Chair

Geoffrey Neale
4706 Velasco Rd.
Austin, TX 78749
512-280-6540
gjneale@ix.netcom.com

Texas HQ
P.O. Box 56426
Houston, TX 77256
512-467-1776
800-422-1776

Utah Chair
Jim Dexter
5718 S. Dynasty Oaks
Bennion, UT 84118-2675801-963-1028 (h)
JimDex@inconnect.com

Utah HQ
P.O. Box 526025
Salt Lake City, UT 84152-6025
800-280-7900

Vermont Chair

Christopher Costanzo
RR 1, Box 74
Randolph, VT 05060
802-234-6908
secur@sover.net

Vermont HQ
P.O. Box 5475

Burlington, VT 05402-5475
Virginia Chair
Gary Reams
7221 Ridgeway Drive
Manassas, VA 20112
703-791-4855
freeamerica@erols.com

Virginia HQ
P.O. Box 28263
Richmond, VA 23228-0263
800-619-1776

Washington Chair
Mary Maas
1608 NE Parker Road

Coupeville, WA 98239-9591
360-678-0277 (h)
chair@lpws.org

Washington HQ
P.O. Box 20732
Seattle, WA 98102
800-353-1776
206-747-6881 (fax)

West Virginia Chair
John Brown
54 Cedar Drive
Hurricane, WV 25526-9220
304-757-3821 (h)
800-950-3421 (o)
jkbrown@citynet.net

West Virginia HQ
P.O. Box 75423
Charleston, WV 25375
304-343-LPWV (inquiries)
800-524-LPWV (inquiries)

Wisconsin Chair
Jim Mueller
7820 Caribou Court
Verona, W1 53593-9615
608-829-2913 (h)
jjmuelle@execpc.com

Wisconsin HQ
P.O. Box 20815
Greenfield, WI 53220-0815
800-236-9236

lpwisecty@aol.com
Wyoming Chair
Rod Heil
Box 335
Laramie, WY 82073
307-766-4759 (h)
amaziah@uwyo.edu

■ CHAIR
David Bcrgland
1773 Bahama Place
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
714-751-8980 (h)
dpbergland@earthlink.com

■ VICE-CHAIR

Hugh Butler
1232 Chandler Circle
Salt Lake City, UT 84103-4240
801-575-5121 (o)
801-328-4325 (h)
801-575-5139 (fax)
hbutler@cccorp.conr

■ SECRETARY
Steve Givot
1 Middlebury Rd.
Barrington Hills, IL 60010
847-382-2098 (h)
givot@softwarena.com

■ TREASURER
Mark Tuniewicz
652 South Main Street
Sharon, MA 02067
781-784-6001 (h)
nhliberty@aol.com
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What to expect over
the next two years
As I write this, the first of what I expect will be many"From the Chair" columns for LP News., it's a week after

the National Convention ended. And what a conven¬

tion it was! I'm sure everyone who attended had their
own favorite experience, but what I enjoyed most was meet¬
ing so many of the people who are supporting and building
the party at the grassroots level. And realizing that there were
so many more that I couldn't begin to meet them all!

More than that, I appreciate the support the delegates
showed by electing me National Chair. One of the most im¬
portant decisions that Libertarians at the Convention had to
make was their vote for new party leadership — and I'm hon¬
ored the delegates put their trust in me.

Now that the convention is over, I also wanted to thank
Gene Cisewski for being such a spirited challenger in the race
for National Chair. Gene has proven that he is a capable and
imaginative Libertarian campaign organizer and motivator of
local libertarian activists. I hope he continues to develop in
that area and is even more successful at it. If
our plans to recruit tens of thousands of
new members succeed, his talents will be
very much in demand. And for all the Liber¬
tarians who supported Gene, I welcome
them as valuable members of our party —
and look forward to working with them to
advance the party and its causes.

Now it's time for all LP members to look
to the future. That's why I want to take a
moment to let you know what you can ex¬
pect over the next two years. (I know that
some of you have heard these goals before,
but I want every party member to know
exactly what my vision for the party is.)

My goals are straightforward: As Na¬
tional Chair I mean to build a Libertarian Party too big to ignore.

■ I'm committed to doubling our membership by July 4,
1999. That means 50,000 members.

■ I'm committed to quadrupling our membership by July
4, 2000. That means 100,000 members. Maybe more.

How? By rolling out Perry Willis's "Project Archimedes" —
the most successful recruiting project in LP history — to the
4,000,000 high-likelihood Libertarians we've identified.

But new members are not enough. That's why I also plan to
expand our activist training and internal education programs.

In 1997, Steve Dasbach put together a powerful and low-
cost weekend training seminar called Success '97. Over 517
Libertarians attended, learning skills as candidates and in cam¬
paign organization, fundraising and local party organization.

As National Chair, I'll build on that with Success '99 and

triple the number of activists and leaders attending, getting
them the training and the tools they need to succeed.

If things go according to plan, by our Convention in 2000
the great majority of our members will have joined during
1998, 1999 and 2000. That's great news! But it carries a serious
challenge as well. It is imperative that our current members
learn how to make new members welcome and give them ac¬
tivist outlets to channel their enthusiasm.

So my message to every party member reading this is: The
new members are coming — get ready to welcome them and
put them to work.

The best days of the Libertarian Party are ahead of us. I
can't wait to get to work with the great team we have in the
National headquarters to turn our bright potential into reality.

I am committed to making America a free country. And I
am committed to helping the Libertarian Party be the primary
agent of that change. Working together, we can make it happen.

By David
Bergland, LP

Ending the "phony" debate over
equal education vs. local control
EDITOR'S NOTE: How can Libertari¬
anism solve America's problems?
Each issue, LP News will showcase
how "Libertarian Solutions" — or

interim steps in a libertarian direc¬
tion—can help improve our nation.

By Sheldon Richman
Future of Freedom Foundation

The coming controversy inthe debate in education

policy— actually, it's here
already — will be over the

matter of equal funding. In sev¬
eral states, the courts or legisla¬
tures have decided that it is un¬

fair for communities with high-
priced real estate to have better
schools than communities with

lower-priced real estate. Their
solution is to have the state gov¬
ernment dole out money to the
school districts equally. That has
upset people in the more afflu¬
ent areas, but it cheers
egalitarians everywhere.

In most states, government
school districts are financed by
taxes on the assessed value of the
real estate in those districts. This
naturally leads to disparities in
school budgets. The schools in
an affluent county usually have
more money and nicer facilities
than the schools in a poor
county in the same state. Per-
pupil spending is often higher
among the rich than among the
poor. Some people think that is
unfair and have done something
about it. In Vermont and else¬
where, the state courts have said
the practice is illegal and has to
stop.

As a result, in some states the
revenues from property taxes are
sent to the state capitals, where
they are then distributed among
the states' school districts on an

equal per-pupil basis. That, in
turn, has upset some wealthy
people, notably author John Irv¬
ing in Vermont, who believe that
court-ordered cross-subsidies

nullify their decisions to buy
homes in "better" school dis¬
tricts.

In at least one state, Michi¬
gan, the property tax has been
replaced entirely as a school¬
funding source by the sales tax,
which is collected and distrib¬
uted evenly by the state govern¬
ment.

This seems to be an irrecon¬
cilable conflict that will engen¬
der increasing bitterness in years
to come. Let's look at each side.
The egalitarians argue that state
constitutions hold, and most

people believe, that every child
has a right to a good education.

If we accept the principle for
argument's sake, can gross dis¬
parities in the qualitv of public
schooling be justified7 That
would seem to conflict with the

egalitarian premise of public
schools.

To the egalitarian argument,
the pro-public-school opponents
of equalization would reply that
the United States has a tradition
of local control of schools and
that their communities ought to
be able to spend as much as they

"PARENTS SHOULD
be free to buy as
much education

for their children
as they like."

want on their children's educa¬
tion without having limits im¬
posed by the needs of other com¬
munities. Irving said the new
Vermont policy smacks of Marx¬
ism, and he has started his own
school to avoid the policy.

Both arguments seem
strong. How can this dispute be
resolved? If we side with equal¬
ization, we sacrifice cherished

local control. If we side with lo¬
cal control, we sacrifice the equal
"right" to education.

As Oliver Hardy might have
said: Well, government, this is
another fine mess you've gotten
us into.

This is what comes of

government's declaring bogus
rights. In truth, no one has a

right to have his children edu¬
cated at the expense of someone
else. Rights identify the peaceful
actions people may take free of
interference by government and
others. The right to have educa¬
tion paid for by the taxpayers is
a contradiction, since it entails
the forcible taking of money
from citizens who are just mind¬
ing their own business. Everyone
has a right to educate his own
kids, and himself, but no one may
compel others to contribute.

Once we clear away the
phony right, the equalization
problem disappears. Parents
should be free to buy as much
education for their children as

they like, regardless of whether
it is more or less than what their

neighbors buy for their kids.
There will be differences in edu¬
cation quality, as there are dif¬
ferences in the quality of shoes
and clothing. (However, many
successful people have modest
formal educational back¬

grounds.)
But what about the poor?

Two answers: First, if anyone
thinks the government schools
are educating the poor, they are
not keeping up with the news.
Second, before there was govern¬
ment education in the United

States, everyone was poor by
today's standards. Yet America
had the most literate, dynamic,
and enterprising society on
earth.

The path to education is
paved with freedom, not com¬

pulsory leveling.

Sheldon Richman is senior fel¬
low at The Future ofFreedom Foun¬
dation in Fairfax, Virginia, author
of its book Separating School &
State: How to Liberate America's

Families, and editor ofThe Free¬
man magazine.

Expanded Convention Coverage
For expanded news coverage of the 1998 LibertarianNational Convention— including stories about many

of the major speeches, a review of media coverage,
more in-depth reporting on LNC officer elections, and
delegate reactions to the event— see the Libertarian Party
News website at: http://www.Ip.org/lpn/
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Hassling Microsoft
I would like to respond to

letters from Roland Peterson and

Terry Warren [LP News, June
1998] regarding the govern¬
ment's harassment of Microsoft.

Mr. Peterson asks whether a

real Libertarian can object to the
fact that Microsoft's products
accelerate software obsolescence.

Certainly! What makes a Liber¬
tarian is how he objects, by com¬
plaining to Microsoft and/or re¬

fusing to buy its products, rather
than by sending government
thugs using threats of violence
to force Microsoft to make its

products the way he likes.
Mr. Warren says that he be¬

lieves in private property and the
free market, but not in
Microsoft's case. Well, Libertar¬
ians believe in private property
and the free market for everyone,
whether we like them or not.

Mr. Warren goes on to dis¬
cuss how Microsoft stole its tech¬

nology. This is irrelevant to the
issue at hand: If Microsoft is sus¬

pected of copyright or patent
infringement, then it should be
tried for that crime.

Mr. Warren then states that
Microsoft is robbing the public
of its right to freedom of choice.
Not so: The public is perfectly
free to choose not to buy
Microsoft products; but does the
public have the "right" to en¬
slave Microsoft by dictating how
it must sell its products, under
threat of violence?

Finally, he asks who will
regulate Microsoft if the govern¬
ment doesn't. The free market,

of course. Believe me, if people
care enough about this bundling
issue to stop buying Windows,
Microsoft will be much more re¬

sponsive to their desires than to
government threats.
— BRADLEY BOBBS

Van Nuys, California

Missing the point
I believe that those Libertar¬

ians supporting Microsoft in the
battle of the "free" market

against government intervention
are missing one key point ["The
Mailbox," July 1998]. When a
corporation holds a monopoly in
a particular market there are no
competitive forces to encourage
rapid improvement in the qual¬
ity of their product.

Since competition is the pri¬
mary driving force which causes
the free enterprise system to be
superior to all others, the absence
of competition means an ab¬
sence of free enterprise or, at
least, the primary benefit of free
enterprise. A monopoly market
is not a "free" market.

One only has to look at the
effect of competition and the
lack of it in Microsoft's products.
We have been waiting for three

Abortion and Rights:
Applying Libertarian
Principles Correctly

Send $3.00 to Libertarians for Life
13424 Hathaway Drive, #18

Wheaton MD 20906 • (301) 460-4141
libertarian@erols.com

http://www.cris.com/~bwjass/lfl/

long years for a major upgrade
to their operating system. In¬
stead, we are about to be sold, for
about S100, a set of incremental
and relatively minor upgrades
that have been made available
over those three years. What a
bargain for something that, in
the presence of competition,
would probably have been
named Windows 95.1 instead of
Windows 98.

While I hate to see govern¬
ment getting involved in any
way in the free market, the
breakup of monopolies is prob¬
ably the single justifiable reason
for government intervention.
When the startup costs become
far too large for anyone who
might choose to compete in a
given market, the leviathan at
fault needs to be broken up.
— WILLIAM BLAIR

Colorado Springs, Colorado

A good Libertarian?
I thought it was essential to

reply to the letters from Roland
Peterson and Terry Warren ["The
Mailbox," June 1998].

Peterson asks, "Am 1 not
quite a real Libertarian because 1
object to having perfectly good
software become useless if I up¬
grade my operating system?"

Sir, the answer is that you
can sustain that objection and
still be a Libertarian — until you
advocate or support the initia¬
tion of governmental force
against a producer to force that
producer to perform in accor¬
dance with your wishes. If you

See MAILBOX Page 21

The perfect size of government

Good news: LP members can finally stop debating thequestion, "In a Libertarian society, how large would
the federal government be?" Thanks to this month's
"Pulse" survey, we now have the definitive answer

— down to the second decimal point. And the answer is
(arrived at by averaging all the responses): The federal
government should be exactly 12.22% the size it is today.

Libertarians were asked: How big can a government
get before it infringes on citizens' rights? And how small
can it get and still protect essential liberties? In other
words (in percentage terms), how big should the federal
government be, if 100 is the size of today's federal govern¬
ment, and zero equals no federal government at all?

The responses to this unscientific poll ranged from a
high of 55% from "moderate" Libertarians to a low of 0%
from the "everyf/zz/z^-the-government-does-could-be-done-
better-and-cheaper-by-voluntary-means" wing of the Lib¬
ertarian Party. Most of the responses fell in the 10% to
20% range, with the military, law enforcement, and the
judicial system the only areas of the federal government a
majority of Libertarians would keep.

Here is a representative sample of the responses:

■ 10%: I would "bind the government to the chains
of the Constitution." I would privatize all entitlements.
All departments and agencies unnecessary for carrying
out the expressed powers of the Constitution would be
abolished. The military would be reduced to only what is
necessary to defend the nation's borders and territories.

— Jonathan E. Roberts, Springfield, Missouri

■ 25%: Twenty-five percent of $1.7 trillion is $425
billion. Unlike a lot of LP members, I prefer a relatively
large defense budget. So, say $250 billion there. That
leaves $175 billion for a federal judiciary; Congress; and
the Executive Branch. That should be plenty, as it repre¬
sents the equivalent of $1,000 from each American.

— Reid Baumgartner, Boulder, Colorado

■ 3%: The maximum size of the ideal libertarian gov¬
ernment. Anything higher than 3% is just using govern¬
ment for personal theft. A "3" would merely return the
U.S. to the level of government there was around 1900.

— ROY LlEBERMAN, St. Louis, Missouri

■ 40%: I believe we should retain 40% of the present
federal government, including the Presidency, the Con¬
gress, the Courts, and the Department of Justice.

— Mark N. Sudia, Detroit, Michigan

■ 0%: Optimal size of government = 0. With every
breath it takes, government violates individual liberty.
Moreover, anything the government does that's worth
doing, free people can do at lower cost with higher quality.

— MICHAEL R. Edelstein, San Francisco, California

■ 55%: The budget could be 55% of what it is now by
eliminating the following departments, which are uncon¬
stitutional: Agriculture, Commerce, Energy, Education,
HHS, HUD, Interior, Labor and Veterans Affairs.

— Larry Siegfried, Oxnard, California

■ 3%: Our federal government would be 3% of its
present size if it adhered to the limits set by the U.S. Con¬
stitution. No schools, no welfare, no overseas military and
no unconstitutional federal agencies.

— Clyde L. Garland, Houston, Texas

■ 10%: A government of any size is OK with me as
long as the taxes are voluntary. My guess is that our fed¬
eral government would shrink to about 10% of its present
size if that were the case.

— David NAYBERG, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
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Libertarian Party Literature
■ LP Program. 4 pages, blue ink "Reader friendly" LP
positions on education, jobs, political corruption, health
care, and crime — plus solutions. Cost: Sample: $1 00or
$10 for 100

■ 1996 Libertarian Party Platform. 24 pages; 2-color
(red & black). "Official" party positions (updated at the
1996 National Convention) on individual rights, the
economy, taxation, poverty, & other political issues.
Cost: Sample $1.00 or $50 per 100
■ Which Political Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights? Full-
page flyer 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting outreach
geared specifically for gun owners, explaining our 100%
pro-gun position. Cost: Sample: 50<t or $7 for 100
■ Enough Is Enough/Vote Libertarian Yard Sign.
Great for campaigns — or anytimel 2-color (red & blue)
24" x 18," on sturdy foam-board Cost: $8.00 each
■ LP Fact Sheets: Updated for 1998: 2-page LP history
(political highlights 1971-1997) and comprehensive two-
page bibliography (more than 150 books about liberty!).
Sold as a set. Cost: Sample: 504 or $10 for 100
■ America's Libertarian Heritage by David Bergland.
16-page booklet. Concise overview of Libertarian phi¬
losophy, addressing most major social and economic
issues Cost: $1 each

Miscellaneous Items
■ Libertarian Party stickers. Size 5/8" x 2-1/8". (Red
and blue.) Text: "Tired of big government & high taxes?
Call the Libertarian Party." Includes LP 800# Cost: Four
sheets (96 stickers) for $1. Or 25 sheets (600): $5
■ Windbreaker. Blue. with'LP logo & party name. Avail¬
able in M, L, XL (Please specify.) Cost: $25 each

■ LP Statue of Liberty Logo on PC Disk 3-1/2 inch
DOS-compatible computer disk Cost: $3 each
■ World's Smallest Political
Quiz cards. Perfect for
"politically homeless" booths
Cost: $1 for100 ?&£!.:.:-■ • ;•

Large fr Small Banners
■ Small Banner. (12" x 5'). White on blue. One line:
"Libertarian Party." Cost: $25 each
■ Large Banner. (18" x 5'). White on blue. First line
"Libertarian Party." You choose second line: ★ "800-
682-1776" ★ "Defenders of Liberty.” Cost: $40 each

Tools for Campaigning
■ LP Statue of Liberty Logo master. Camera-ready
sheet, ready for scanning. Cost: $1 each
■ Newsprint Ads: "Libertarian Party - Defenders of
Liberty." Camera-ready print ads. One each of six differ¬
ent ads: General, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft, taxes. Plus
additional multi-sized "Lower Taxes/More Freedom" LP
ads. Cost: $3 for set

■ Libertarian TV Ads: A'videotape of TV ads by LP
candidates — from State Representative to president.
(Not broadcast quality.) Cost: $20.00 each

Bumperstickers
Cost: $1 each; $7 50 for 10; $50 for 100

■ ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Back in stock! (Blue & red — big 15" x 3.25" size)
■ Don't Blame Me ... I Voted Libertarian (Blue &
white; LP address and phone # below.)
■ Vote Libertarian/800-682-1776 (Blue & white.)
■ I'm Pro-Choice on Everything! (Red, white, & blue.)

Buttons (Cost: $1 each or 75<t for 5 or more)

■ Don't Blame Me, I Voted Libertarian 1-800-682-1776

ORDER

There is no charge for standard shipping. Allow 34 weeks for
delivery. Or Add $5 for same-day shipping. Call (202) 333-0008 1
Ext. 221 for instructions on rush deliveries Minimum order SS.00 |
Orders shipped via UPS; please add 15% for Post Office box de- *
liveries Federal law requires political committees to report the I
name, mailing address, occupation, and name of employer for |
each individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of S200 «

® in a calendar year Political contributions are not tax deductible. *

I 1

Book ’em!
They're two of the best books ever written about the Libertarian philosophy: Libertarianism In OneLesson, by David Bergland, and Why Government Doesn't Work, by Harry Browne.

In Libertarianism In One Lesson, Bergland (the party's 1984 presidential candidate) efficiently explains
what Libertarians believe — and contrasts this to the destructive ideas of conservatives and liberals.

In Why Government Doesn't Work, Browne (the party's 1996 presidential candidate) reveals why
government doesn't work, and why it will never work as well as private, voluntary solutions. He also
outlines how an LP president could dismantle the federal leviathan, and presents a scenario for LP success.

Both these books are "must-haves" for any LP member's personal library — and make great gifts to
friends and prospective members. Both books are well-written, persuasively argued, and exhaustively
backed with facts and figures.

Order your copies today - and put them to work spreading the good word of liberty tomorrow!
■ Libertarianism In One Lesson: Seventh Edition, 158 pages (paperback). $8 each, or 5 for $25.
■ Why Government Doesn't Work: 245 pages (hardbound). $11.95 each.

Ready-to-use Literature

Why Government Doesn't Work book
Libertarianism In One Lesson book

Brochure: "Is This/New Political Party?"
Brochure: "Ending the Welfare State”
Brochure: "Equal Rights/America’s Gun Owners"
Brochure: "Making Neighborhood Safe Again" g
Brochure: "Towards More Sensible Drug Policy" g
Brochure: "Working to Cut Your Taxes!"
Brochure: "What Happened/Your Family Budget7'
Flyer: "Political Party/100% Pro-Gun Rights7"
"Tax Day" Flyer: $1,000,000 Bill Literature
2-page LP history/2-page bibliography. (Package)
World's Smallest Political Quiz
America's Libertarian Heritage booklet
1996 LP Platform

1995 LP Program
Booklet: "Special Report"

M Yard Signs
I
M Bumper Stickers

I
1
I

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/Vote Libertarian

Buttons

.1
I
I
I
1
!
I
-I

Don't Blame Me, I Voted Libertarian
VOTE LIBERTARIAN/800-682-1776
Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything g

Don't Blame Me ..I Voted Libertarian
I'm Pro-Choice on Everything!
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Vote Libertarian/1-800-682-1776

Miscellaneous Items
LP stickers (24 per sheet)
Lined windbreaker. Circle one: M L XL.

LP Statue of Liberty logo on 3-1/2" PC disk
"Liberty” Teddy Bear

Tools for Campaigning
Libertarian TV Ads

Statue of Liberty logo master
Newsprint ads: "Libertarian Party - Defenders
of Liberty" set of seven.

Large fr Small Banners
Large: "LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (18”h x 5'w)
Please check preferred second line
□ Defenders of Liberty □ 1-800-682-1776

Small: "LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (12”h x 5'w). 8

Total Due

■ Is This the New Politi¬
cal Party You've Been
Looking For? Brochure,
2-color (violet & black).
Introductory brochure;
gives a general, friendly
overview of Libertarian

Party beliefs.
★ Cost: Sample: 504

Or $7 for 100

■ Vote Libertarian 1-800-682-1776

■ Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything
1-800-682-1776

■ LP Special Report.
20 pages, blue & black
ink. Comprehensive in¬
troduction to the LP,
stressing the benefits
of a Libertarian society.
Attached membership
form/envelope.
★ Cost: Sample $100

i HOW TO ORDER
By Mail: (And make checks payable to) Libertarian Party
2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100 ★ Washington, DC 20037

By Phone: call (202) 333-0008 Ext. 221

By Fax: (202) 333-0072 Or $50 for 100

■ Towards A More Sen¬

sible Drug Policy. Bro¬
chure, 2-color (blue &
black). Argues that drug
legalization is a sensible
and workable alternative
to the government's dan¬
gerous "War on Drugs."
★ Cost: Sample: 50<t

Or $7 for 100

■ What Happened To
Your Family Budget?
Brochure, 2-color (blue &
black). Looks at how the
government impoverishes
Americans by taking more
in taxes than most families
spend on food, clothing,
and shelter (combined)
★ Cost: Sample: 50<t

Or $7 for 100

■ Ending the Welfare
State. Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). The LP's
welfare reform plan, pro¬

moting opportunity, work,
and personal responsibility
— instead of failed govern¬
ment programs.

★ Cost: Sample: 504
Or S7 for 100

■ Making Your Neigh¬
borhood Safe Again
Brochure, 2-color (red &
black). Explains the LP's
five-point crime-control
program that protects civil
liberties — while providing
more resources to fight
real criminals.

★ Cost: Sample: 504
Or $7 for 100

■ Equal Rights for
America's Gun Owners.

Brochure, 2-color (orange
& black). Explains the Lib¬
ertarian Party's strong pro-
Second Amendment posi¬
tion for general audience.
★ Cost: Sample: 504

Or $7 for 100

■ Working to Cut Your
Taxes Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). How the
LP would drastically re¬
duce the size and cost of
government by privatizing
government services, abol¬
ishing corporate welfare,
and ending income taxes.
★ Cost: Sample: 504

Or $7 for 100

I

Merchandise Total

RUSH handling: Add $5 for same-day shipping

RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE

l
l
I

l I
| (] Cash, check, or money order enclosed (No corpovatechecks')
| [ J Bill my Visa [ j Bill my MasterCard

|
l Expires

1
I

Membership ID# (On label]

Signature

Name

1
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L
State Zip
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Continued from Page 19
support the government's at¬
tempts to force Microsoft to cre¬

ate and structure their products,
their marketing and their con¬
tractual arrangements in accor¬
dance with the desires of its com¬
petitors, then, no, you are not
any kind of Libertarian.

Warren, on the other hand
is definitely not any kind of Lib¬
ertarian, since he fails to under¬
stand the principle of initiation
of force. He complains that
Gates' success is due only to mar¬
keting prowess, and clearly be¬
lieves that initiation of force on

someone whose productivity is
based on successful marketing is
not only beneficial but desirable.

Warren also complains of
Microsoft's success in imposing
standards, yet those very stan¬
dards have created a stable devel¬

opment platform that has meant
prosperity for uncounted devel¬
opment companies and their

employees.
He finally falls back on the

contradiction that Microsoft, by
producing a product and selling
it, is reducing the public's free¬
dom of choice. One cannot

truthfully claim that more prod¬
ucts and more competition lead
to less choice. Certainly anyone
who tries cannot be considered
a Libertarian.
—Mark Cashman

Windsor, Connecticut

Exploiting principles
Libertarians, unlike Republi¬

cans and Democrats, have a guid¬
ing principle. As LP members, we
"do not believe in or advocate
the initiation of force as a means

of achieving political or social
goals." This principle guides our
thinking about every issue. We
are the only party with intellec¬
tual consistency in our positions.

This principle can serve as an
effective recruiting tool. Sadly,

practically nobody outside the
Libertarian Party is aware that we
even have a guiding principle,
much less knows what it is.

Many, perhaps most, people
are cynical enough to believe
that politicians have no prin¬
ciples. People would be pleas¬
antly surprised to learn that Lib¬
ertarians have a guiding prin¬
ciple and that we consistently
follow that principle.

We should publicize our
principle. Whenever we are
asked our position on any issue,
we should answer, "Our guiding
principle is . . .and therefore we
think ..." We can use every ques¬
tion as an opportunity to publi¬
cize our principle.

Let us ask everyone, "Do you
agree with the principle: Thou
shalt not initiate force against
another person? If you do not
agree, then how do you like it
when other people initiate force
against you? If you do agree with
our guiding principle, then join
us; join the Libertarian Party."
— SPOTSWOOD D. BOWERS III

Gratham, New Hampshire

What's next?
Here's something I read

about online: "Speaker Newt
Gingrich told an audience last
month that replacing printed
textbooks with computers
should be a goal of the federal
government. 'I would hope
within five years they would
have no more textbooks,'
Gingrich said. In Texas, the
chairman of the State Board of
Education has proposed spend¬
ing billions of dollars in coming
years to replace printed books
with laptop computers and elec¬
tronic books." (The New York
Times, July 2, 1998.)

What next? How much is

this going to cost tax payers?!
— Scott Button

Falls Church, Virginia

A refresher course
Perhaps the shortest path to

legalize liberty would be the
simple expedient of requiring
every bureaucrat and elected of¬
ficial to annually attend a re¬
fresher course in the Constitu¬

tion, bereft of interpretation.
Emphasis could be placed on
understanding the Bill of Rights,
1-10 while memorizing #10.

Upon completion of the
course, attendees could be re¬

quired to sign a pledge to adhere
to the principles in 1-9 and,
when in doubt, defer to #10.

Political Correction
by Dr. Bob Sheckler
1 year subscription

52 issue intro - $24.95
GOODPEOPLE Pubs
4024 Weiman Avenue

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

THEPlILSE
September Question: Favorite LP Position?

For every Libertarian who joined the party becausethey're annoyed at the government, there is another
who joined because he or she simply loves liberty. And
in most cases, for each individual Libertarian, there is

one particular aspect of liberty they love the most—whether
it is freedom from taxes; ending the notion of "consensual
crimes;" freedom from regulation; an end to Drug Prohibi¬
tion ... the list of "hot button" issues for individual Liber¬
tarians is as varied as Libertarians themselves.

■ QUESTION: Which one Libertarian position is most ap¬
pealing to you? In other words, which LP platform plank
are you most proud of? Or, which LP position prompted
you to join the party? Or, which LP position do you brag
about to your friends? (Limit answers to 100 words, please.)

■ DEADLINE: September 5, 1998

August Question: "Fornigate"

Hardly a week passes when some aspect of theMonica Lewinsky / Bill Clinton / "Fornigate" scandal
isn't in the headlines — yet the LP doesn't speak out

about this ongoing saga. Why? Because the party has rarely
commented on such scandals, arguing that they don't re¬
late to core Libertarian principles. But some Libertarians
argue that we could gain a partisan advantage by taking a
stand, or that we should be vocal in speaking out against
governmental "immorality."

■ QUESTION: Should the LP publicly speak out about
White House sex scandals? Why orwhy not? (Keep answers
to 100 words or less.)

■ DEADLINE: Aug. 5, 1998

ENTRY GUIDELINES: Include your name, please; anonymous
answers won't be tallied. Enter just once per month.
■ E-mail: 73163.3063@compuserve.com. (Include "Pulse"
in subject line.) ■ Fax: (202) 333-0072 (Attn: The Pulse).
■ Mail: Libertarian Party, Attn: LP News/The Pulse, 2600
Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20037

Of course this would prob¬
ably cancel the need for the Lib¬
ertarian Party, as the bureaucrats
would self-destruct and most

problems of this country would
cease with them.
— PAUL CHIZOOK

Tyngsboro, Massachusetts

Is 5% too much?
America's Founding Fathers

gave a lot for liberty. They risked
their lives, fortunes, and sacred
honor. They left us a beautiful
inheritance, but it's our turn to

fight now.
Polls show that 20% of

Americans currently hold liber¬
tarian beliefs. If only a small per¬
centage of those would join the
LP, we could have millions of

"WHEN YOU

compare it to the
sacrifices of the
Founding Fathers,
it's not asking
that much."

members by January 1, 2000.
Think of the impact we would
have! We would have media at¬

tention. We would be in the de¬
bates. People would discuss our
proposals and principles with
respect. We would be a major
force in American politics.

I am making a substantial
contribution to Project Arch¬
imedes today. Will you join me?
Dip into your savings. Sell some
stock. Consider contributing just
5% of your net worth. When you
compare it to the sacrifices the
Founding Fathers made, it's not
asking that much!

A major contribution today
might eventually delay your re¬
tirement by a year or two, but
when you think of the prosper¬
ity we can gain by taking back
our government from the loot¬
ers and moochers, isn't it worth
the gamble? You might even be
able to retire five years earlier!

The Libertarians have great

ideas. We deserve to be taken se¬

riously, but it starts with us. We
have to treat the fight for liberty
seriously first. When you think
about what George Washington
gave for liberty, is 5% of your net
worth asking that much?
— J.C. CUNNINGHAM

Weymouth, Massachusetts

The spoils system
Could institutionalized fac¬

tionalism and the spoils system
weaken the national libertarian

political movement? Ever since
the convention that question has
been bothering me.

My state, New Jersey, is grate¬
ful to Gene Cisewski for his

fundraising letter that helped
bring in enough money to get
our gubernatorial candidate into
the televised debates. Through
his Liberty Council, Mr. Cisewski
has aided other state parties and
candidates as well. That said, he
is using the good will generated
by the Council to politic for Na¬
tional Chair. There is nothing
wrong with that per se, but it
could lead to "institutionalized
factionalism" as more and more

people become indebted to him
over time.

In the debate with David

Bergland [at the National Con¬
vention], Mr. Cisewski said he
had spoken to only two staff
members [from the National LP
headquarters] about staying on
during a transition period, until
he could presumably hire new
people. But isn't that the spoils
system? It seems to me the staff
must be beholden to no one in¬

dividual or faction. After all, staff
salaries are paid by the entire
membership. Further, could we
recruit first-rate people if they are
subject to dismissal without
cause? Those willing to take the
job, human nature being what it

See MAILBOX Page 22
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Continued from Page 21
is, would be tempted to neglect
party business to ensure their
own continued employment.

The Liberty Council, which
is funded by Libertarian Party
members, has provided valuable
training to state and local candi¬
dates, as has the LP itself. The
question is whether to fund two
competing institutions, one of
which on balance seemingly
could weaken the national liber¬
tarian political movement.
— Emerson Ellett

Ocean, New Jersey

Ignoring the children?
The rational libertarian argu¬

ment in support of the decrimi¬
nalization of drug usage by
adults will never gain the support
of a majority of Americans until
the issue of preventing drug ac¬
cess by children is resolved.
Laura Coker-Garcia conspicu¬
ously avoids dealing with that
question in "Ending Drug Prohi¬
bition: Moral, practical, and so¬
cial arguments" (LP News, July
1998).

In this regard, pertinent sta¬
tistics reveal that the incidence
and location of illegal use of
drugs by today's adults is directly
related to the extent and places
that children also unlawfully
consume them. The ease of ob¬

taining illicit drugs at present
thus appears to be about the
same for children and adults.

Under a decriminalized sys¬
tem of drug use by adults, the
only remedy for this unfortunate
circumstance would be Dra¬
conian penalties for adults who
make drugs available to children,
either deliberately or acciden¬
tally. However, Coker-Garcia's
comments suggest there is seri¬
ous doubt whether libertarians
would be active supporters of
such penalties.
— PATRICK GROFF

San Diego, California

Moral and practical
I was disappointed in the

level of thought in the letter
"Basket Case" ["The Mailbox,"
July 1998]. It is a statistical fact
that immigrants tend to be more

Rare
Coins

PRICES
1-800-524-6321

educated and higher paid than
the average American. They also
receive fewer government benefits
per capita. They represent a boon
to our economy, not a hindrance.

The Libertarian Party should
unashamedly promote an
individual's freedom to live wher¬
ever they want as long as they
respect the freedoms of others.
This is both the moral and prac¬
tical thing to do. Let's not forget
that virtually all Americans are
descendants of immigrants.
—- ROY HUFF

Honolulu, Hawaii

"IF HE CHOOSES
to smoke, it's his
choice—right up
to the point where

he exhales."

Relax about immigration
I was surprised to learn

awhile back that immigration is
probably the second most divi¬
sive issue among libertarians
(abortion being first). My under¬
standing of libertarian principles
had been the unquestioned sup¬
port of open immigration, which
surely has my own personal
blessing. I must have slept
through something.

Beverly Lynch is alarmed
about increases in population
due to birth rates and immigra¬
tion ["The Mailbox," July 1998].

Ms. Lynch can relax. The
more our population has in¬
creased, the better-fed the Ameri¬
can people are and the more
good things we have. And every
time a crisis approaches — and
usually well ahead of it— human
ingenuity and the [unseen] hand
of God (as embodied in the free
market) quietly solve the prob¬
lems. Let's just make sure we

keep our markets free.
— Bill Williford

Houston, Texas

Smoking: Butt out
Please tell Sean Eckenrod

("The Mailbox," June 1998) that
I agree with everything he wrote

Beginner’s Introduction

A Liberty
Primer

Send $6.95 (Includes postage) to:
SIL. Box 10224

Rochester NY 14610

about his life being his own. If
he chooses to smoke, it is his
choice — right up to the point
where he exhales. At that point,
one might say: "Butt out of my
airspace — you're not the only
one with rights!"

Contrary to Mr. Eckenrod's
apparent denial, it is he and
those who share his cavalier at¬

titude about smoking, not "some
do-gooder health advocates,"
that are responsible for the anti¬
smoking "jihad." If smokers had
as much regard for the rights of
those who choose not to smoke
as they do for their right to in¬
dulge, the lawmakers would have
no reason to intervene.
— GRANT W. KUHNS

Carlsbad, California

Smoking: Supply & demand
There is a perfectly logical so¬

lution to the second-hand smoke

problem. Get the government
out of private businesses and let
owners of restaurants and bars
conduct their business as they
see fit. Owners were already pro¬
viding no-smoking sections be¬
cause customers were asking for
them before the government
stepped in. People should be free
to patronize the establishments
that provide the amenities de¬
sired — either smoke-free or

smoking permitted. Supply and
demand will determine.

LANETTEWITT

Denver, Colorado

Smoking: Free to choose
I believe Charles E. Geisel

["The Mailbox," June, 1998]
has incorrectly evaluated the
effect of removing laws that

restrict smoking.
Under a Libertarian attitude

towards smoking, the right of a
business or property owner to
make smoking policy would be
protected. Logically then, each
property owner would set her or
his smoking policy according to
his or her own perception of the
market. Inevitably, this means
some businesses would decide to
ban smoking entirely, some
would permit it everywhere, and
some would set a policy some¬
where in the middle.

Following this, the customer
and the employee would have
the freedom to decide to patron¬
ize businesses whose smoking
policies met his or her needs, and
to work for an employer whose
policies did the same.
— JOHN K. FOCKLER, JR.

Struthers, Ohio

The smoking Bell
In your continuing effort to

encourage and promote smok¬
ing, the picture on the front page
of [the June 1998 LP News]
should go a long way. The won¬
derfully dramatic and contrived
picture of Art Bell, talk radio's
"titan," with the right side of his
face so carefully lit and the
smoke from his cigarette curling
so artistically around his head
(and into someone else's nostrils)
should encourage many people
to want to smoke.

Contrary to what LP News
would like, I am still enjoying my
liberty of breathing more easily
than I ever thought possible in
a restaurant or on an airplane.
— Deane Pierce

Lubbock, Texas

EDITOR'S NOTE: The photo¬
graph was furnished by Mr. Bell's
publicity department. LP News
did not specifically request a
photo of Mr. Bell smoking.

Confusing campaign
I'm a big fan of Jacob Horn-

berger but I must confess his re¬
cent statements [LP News, June
1998] about his potential presi¬
dential bid have me confused.

Bumper states his decision
rests on whether the LP has ma¬

jor party status in several states
— but then he says we don't
need money or members to run
his campaign. Exactly how are
we supposed to achieve major
party status without money or
members in the first place? Di¬
vine intervention?

He states that radio appear¬
ances at LP conventions will not
be a major part of his campaign.
So what are we talking about
here? A $1.97 campaign speak¬
ing to the Ayn Rand Society?

Finally, he states that if the
LP candidate (him) out-polls the
bottom rungs of the Republicrat
contenders in the primaries "no
one could ignore the Libertarians
going into the general election
season." They couldn't? They ig¬
nored a party and a candidate
that achieved 50-state ballot ac¬

cess two elections in a row and
had the debate endorsement of
over 400 media personalities.

If they can ignore a candidate
under those circumstances I fail
to see how finishing seventh out
of 14 in the primaries would in¬
spire them to pay attention.
— Mike Smith

Wilmington, Delaware
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world wide web will eventually spawn its own political party. As a

front-page article in Investor's Business Daily noted, the party will
probably be one that espouses many Libertarian principles. The web
is a natural home for people who resist "control freaks" and distrust
politicians who would seek to protect us from ourselves.

Dr. Martin M. Shinedling, a medical psychotherapist with over

30 years' experience, has written a book in
electronic format available on the web:

www.middleclash.com which proposes both
a way for a small percentage of the American
Electorate to exercise decisive influence in

most elections and the programs needed
to convince the American Middle Class to

abandon both the Republican and
Democratic Parties in favor of a third

Independent American Party.

MIDDLECUSH

£tst Century

Visit www.middleclash.com

DrM°ni"S*»*M„SPIlJX
Click To Enter

£
n

fcjjfj jjjj£j Igj jgj tc] jcj jb] Frj jt; L=]jj] jgjg lg b] Icj Itq lc] Iq Icy (^ t=T 1^1 1^1 fcf fcj



Libertarian Party News ♦ August 1998 ♦ PAGE 23

Business Card Directory
For information about advertising in the LP News “Business Card cial beliefs of the authors. It does not represent the "official" Plat- endorsement of, the effectiveness, degree of risk, validity, or legal-
Directory," call (202) 333-0008 Ext. 231. PLEASE NOTE: Any lit- form positions — or political strategies — of the Libertarian Party, ity of any financial advice, legal services, or investment opportuni-
erature sold on this page reflects the personal political and/or so- In addition, the Libertarian Party makes no guarantees about, or ties advertised in LP News.

LET FREEDOM RING
A hardcover book of over 300 select

quotations from mankind's greatest minds
on how to live a free and fruitful life.
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John Adams Sam Adams Frederick Bastiat
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DEBT Financial Newsletter
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home-based if desired.
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boss, become financially independent.
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Libertarian Capitalists Online
Register your site online for free
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“LP” T-shirts

Libertarians are cool!
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Bumper Stickers — $2.00 each. Legalize Freedom Tee-Shirts
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Tee-Shirt: Black lettering silk-screened onto Hanes 100%
Cotton Beefy Tee, M/Lg/XL. Shipped P.O. Priority Mail:
$2.00 postage each package. Expect 4-6 weeks delivery.

If interested, please make checks payable to:
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■ August 1,1998
Oregon LP Statewide Nominating Convention, Knights of
Columbus Hall, Medford. For more information, call State Chair
Bruce Knight at (503) 736-1259. E-mail: bruceknight@juno.com

■ August 18-23,1998
International Society for Individual Liberty's 1998
World Conference, Berlin, Germany. Features libertarian
speakers from around the world: Barbara Branden (USA), Stefan
Blankertz (Germany), Christian Comanescu (Romania), Bertrand
Lemennicier (France), and more. Cost: $760. For more informa¬
tion, contact ISIL at isil@isil.org. Or call: (707) 746-8796.

■ September 12-13,1998
"War & The Art of Politics" Seminar, Sheraton Suites
Hotel, Wilmington, Delaware. Sponsored by the LP of Delaware
and Kamioner & Associates, this event is a "real-time interac¬
tive campaign simulation that will introduce you to real-world,
high-pressure politics." Cost: $60.00 before September 1;
$85.00 after. For more information, call: 610-376-8588. E-mail:
conmgmt@penndata.com

■ September 18-20,1998
1998 Gun Rights Policy Conference, Doubletree Hotel
(Seatac Airport), Seattle Washington. Sponsored by the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep & Bear Arms and the Second
Amendment Foundation. Speakers TBA. For information, call
(425) 454-4911. Fax: (425) 451-3959. E-mail: jbarnsaf@aol.com.

■ November 6-8,1998
Fully Informed Jury Association National Convention
(FIJACon IV) Dallas, Texas. Includes a Continuing Legal Educa¬
tion Seminar, academic presentations from America's top legal
scholars, and activist training and lobbying sessions. For more
information, call: (800) TEL-JURY or (406) 793-5550.

■ December 12-13,1998
Libertarian National Committee, Inc. Meeting. Location
TBA. Open to all Libertarian Party members. For information,
call Kris Williams at (202) 333-0008 Ext. 228

■ February 12-15,1999
California LP Convention, DoubleTree Hotel, San Jose.
Speakers TBA.

■ February 19-20,1999
Oklahoma LP Convention, Oklahoma City. Speakers TBA.

■ February 29-22,1999
Mississippi LP Convention, Holiday Inn Coliseum, Biloxi.
Speakers include Harry Browne and Jim Lark. For information,
call Jim Smith at (228) 392-3204.

■ March 19-21,1999
Pennsylvania LP Convention, Pittsburgh Holiday Inn Air¬
port, Pittsburgh. Speakers TBA. For information, contact Chuck
Gilch at (412) 935-4937. E-mail: ckg@usaor.net.

Libertarian National Committee, Inc.
Watergate Office Building
2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037
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"Nationally, the Libertarian Party is the most successful and
coherent third party in the United States."
— WORCESTER MAGAZINE (Massachusetts), June 17, 1998

"Libertarianism . . . has been gaining adherents and
credibility in recent years."
— GARY WILLS, New York Times Magazine, January 25, 1998

"Mainstream political platforms do resemble some of the
principles of the Libertarian Party . . . financial campaign
reform, elimination of foreign subsidies, elimination of the
income tax are Libertarian issues. Once considered radical,
these ideas are in the political forefront today."
— ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION, February 12, 1998


