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Q: I{HERE AND wHEN DID LIBERTARIAN IDEAS
ORI GINATE?

REALJ,Y

A: At least as far back as the Rig-Vedic Age
fn ancient india. The Vedics were leacting [o
Sumero-l.lErEppan authoritarianism, and creit.e.l
most of the intuitive notions we use today.
!11mp1es are i "private property", Bharaclv'aj
(5700 BCJ I "individual as utility-maximizer ana
proprietor't, Vi6vEmitra ( Sg00 irC) ; "Righr of
g-qual opportunity", Gotama R-ahugana (4100 ACI .

The basic concept of "liberty (svarHjya) as s*if
doninion" was created by Divod?lsa t[-e Wanderer
around 2600 89, following rhe fal1 of.Mohenjo-Daro (all dates based on the new raolocarDon
dating system developed in California in LgTZ
AD] .

SHOCKWA\IE is the official publication of tire
Libertarian Party of Washington State. It will
be published once a month; the next issue will
be mailed by the third week of April.
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SHOCKWAVE would like to get:

(1) LETTERS T0 TIIE EDITORT not to exceed 100
words each;

(2) STATEMENTS on PUBLIC ISSUES, not to exceed
150 words each (prior consultation is needed) ;

( l) . BRIEFS (ne^w-s items ' quotes , anecdotes , or
mini-reviews of books, films, etc.) up to 50
words each.

Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope
if you want your writings back. SH0CKWAVE CANNO'I
ASSIJME RESPONSIBILITY FOR UNSOLICITED IVIATERIAL; bUt
we r+i11 try our best to be careful---if you help.

Deadline for next issue is April 1, 1975. Send
correspondence to: D.K. laffivu,
P. O. Box 2095, Seatt1e, WA 98111.

. ttlgy you know. There is no rnagic wancl
that will llake our econonic problems go away.

Even the politicians have stopped pre-
tending they could he1p. And the special-
interest groups who rodb the political bantl-
wagons in their best intereits are letting
their true colors show.

Farmers are pouring milk into sewers,
and slaughtering their cattle, rather than
let'the price of foo.d come down. Unions areforcing high wage settlement.s, aclding to theinflationary spiral. Corporations aIe seek-
inS market restraints, suLsidies and protect-
ive Iaws.

But we knew this would happen.
l{e were af raid of hunE€r, s icknes s , ag€ ,unemployment. So we let ourselves be conned

into believing they could. be "solved" for us.
Yg desifed prosperity and good living; so we
listened to those who guaranteed free delirr-
ery- on request. We dreamed of ecst&sl, and
r,vish fulfilment; and we were encouragbc to
live by our whims, so others couro exploit
our unthinking existences.

Our fears may have been realrour dosires
pr-oper, -our dreams vital. But because we gave
others the authority to prescribe solutlons
to our needs, w€ lost control over our lirres.
We began_ living by proxy, and became puppets
in the hands of the power-seekers, the- con
artists, the quacks of society.

{o* !h*y have run out of games to play.
_ . 

So th_* prices could keep going up. The
goodles that were almost r+ithin reach on
Tupermarket shelves could start disappearing
into back rooms. We could lose the i:-ower toget what we need to live, 4s jobs become
scarce and the low money supply brings on
unemployment. Today's necesiiries could
become tomorrowts luxuries; todayrs middle-
class pleasures, tomorrowf s ,'jet-set" enter-
tainments.

We could make things worse. We could
esk goverilifents, "decision-makers", thedealers of power, to D0 SOMETHING--l-as if
they had not done enough already. We could
look for new saviors, new messiahs. Itte could
take our frustrations out on ourselves. lrie
could tune out altogether.

OR: we could take responsibility for
dealing with our own needs, bur own aelires.
We could refuse to ptray the games that other
people design for us, and fight every move
to tel1 us what to do in the name of the
"common good". tr{e could protect what we
stil1 owq, and defend the rights we stil1have left. And we could wor[, in freedom,
with others who also seek to be free, to see .

what we could make of our lives
We won't solve all our problems this way;

t-h*y have been with us too lbng for that. BuLthey would be OUR problems. That could bequite a beginning.-

ffi
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,TO MAKE OUR STORDS COUNT.
240 MILLION DOLLAR TAX REFUND

The Secretary of State has now assigned Number
308 to the Litrertarian Partyrs initiative to
remove thc sales tax ancl the Business and
Occupation 'fax trom the four }:asic neeessities
of life,, i.e., foocl, clothing, building
materials and medical related supplies.

The Declaration of Independertce well noted
that "I4ankind are more disposed to suf fer
while evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the Forms to which
they are accustomed," Thus we face the
enormous task of showing the public the extent
of the evil in which they have become enmeshed.

Initiative 308 is anoth€r step in this program
of Libertarian education. It combines the
highest of libertarian ideals with present day
political reality, Your help is needed to
insure the success of this tax reduction
Program,

CarI Nicolai, Chairman
Initiative 308 (q.O.S.T. )

9206 Sth Avenue N.E,
Seattle, WA 98115

(206) s22-5280

PLANNING FOR ACTION

The Action Planning Committee, chaired by
Richard Slomon has already swung into action
against the Seattle School Board levy. The
main objectives of the APC are to make (I)
projections of available person-power in the
State Party in 1975 i G) geographic distrib-
ution studies on the membership and on
potential membership; (3) formulation of
issues and determination of their priority
and amenability to the growth of the party;
and (4 ) aid in formulating a st,rategy for
I97s,

The APC is involved in planning strategy and
tactics and implementing specj-fic actions,
Individuals who are not able to involve them-
selves in the planning process or in direct
actions can be of considerable aid hy gather-
ing informati-on on issues, you can be of
help by clipping news articles and sending
them in to the APC, Information on IocaIIy
active groups and personalities their
objectives and methods of operation can be
of great help.

There are many kinds of data gathering which
can be of great help to the ApC, such as
political, economic and social statistics.
This could include, for.example, data on
taxation, revenues, bond issues, bureaucratic
ahuses, deficits, population changes, voter
registration, etc,

We can use the following skills on the ApC:
(I) political shock workers, (2I investigative
reporters; (3) photographers, (4) potitical
analysts, demographersr geogr-rphers, sociol-
ogists ; (5! marketing specialist.s; (fi{;typist.

Ric ha rd=SItmEm?:f,Elirm,
It*tra +Plenntng : Cclulittee

If you want to be heard, you've got to speak
up. One of the most important prohlems fac-
ing the LPWS is the dearth of informational
Iiterature for letting folks know who and
what r.le are, 'Ihe Publications Committee has
been specifically formed to address that
problem in r+hat I hope r*iII be a rational
and consistent manner. The Committee will
organize the collection and generation of
literature dealing wittr libertarian issues
for the following purposes I distribution to
individuals or groups requesting information
on the LP; hand-outs for meetings and public
events; .informational releases to news media;
and specific responses to outside action,
such as Iegislative biIIs, communitli' activi-
ties, political speeches, etc.

In order to make this a success, however, I
desperately need your help in any of the
following areas writing "unsolicited"
papers on general or specific areas of liber-
tarian thought; volunteering to be available
for writing specific articles when necessary;
typing skilIs; general assistance, dedication
and inspiration

The following are guidelines for submission
of papers to the Committee:

I. Should folIow mainstream libertarian
thought (please submit aII devil's
advocate positions and arguments to
the SHOCKWAVE)

I,Iaximum length of three (3) double-
spaced typerlrritten pages,

Papers submitted wiIl not be
returned without stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

4. Papers become property of LPWS.

The Libertarian Party wilI never get anywhere
if no one knows who we are. Your help can
make the difference.

Sylvia Lovegren, Chairwoman
Publications Committee
1014 dast Roy
Seattle, WA 98I02

(206) 32e*47s8

. -d.-#

TAX PROTEST DAY

April lzth has been selected as National Tax
Special-proj ects aFe -Ee:[ng

he LPWS and other national
s, This is just one more oppor-

tunity to Let you express your thoughts. For
further informat,ion contact, Richard Slomon at
(206) 285*4783 or the LPWS at (206) 285-0704.

2

3

Protest Dav.
planned by t
organization

SPECIAL SCHOOL I,EVY ELECTTONS

I.PWS is planning to make an effort to defeat
the Seattle School tevy which is up before
the voters for the second and 1ast time this
ygarr.oD epril 8. R position paper explainingthe circumstances under which LpWS could
support a school levy has been presented toschool administrators, hut therL hae been
no meaninsfr:I res,nnnqa -
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THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

..oR, AS OTHERS SEE US.

(This column will analyze and inter-
pret reactions to Libertarianisrn from
soci€t/, communitY, and governnent
sources. Briefs and comnents are
welcomed. )

A joke now circulating in the nationIs
capital: t'Libertarians make great enemies , but
you would not want to have one as a friend."

Libertarian ideas are given credit for
many significant breakthroughs--abortion, hrom-
en's rights, freedom of information, for exam-
ple. But D.C. "pundits" point out that these
victories were won by challenge rmainly in the
nationts courts. In the legislative and execut-
ive branches, active identification with any
"free-enterprise" philosophy has often been a
"kiss of death'r 

-leading 
to neutralization,

or elimination
According to the pundits, this is because

most ltrel1-organized Libertarians come across
as junior Stormtroopers with a Madison avenue
loaqrl-luaxiiturrt pass ion , rninimunt cor.lilass i-on ,
and a slickly paranoid style. At best, Liber-
tarlan spokesmen are accepted as alarmists-
and alarmism has never made it in mainstream
American politics.

With aIl the talk about third-party move-
ments, it is inevitable that Libertarian Par-
ty ideas and styles should get this kind of
going-over. But it is clear that Libertarians
must start asking themselves exactly how they
hope to persuade the middle-of-road American
that they have answers to todayrs problems.
I deas , howeve r arlrni rab 1e , wi 11 not bridge the
credibility gap that Libertarians now face--
and that is ttre biggest problem.

Libertarians are invited to check the re-
cord for thernselves, Preferably with unbiased
rninds. Meanwhile, it might help
less ttknee-jerkrr Litrertarianis
parroting of the gospels, more
otherst concerns, and a willin
testing one t s premises rather
thern at every excuse. That woul

if there was
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featured sPeaker. We

hEpE to have enough advalce notice of time to
notlfy those who would like to greet and meet
him. (Leave your number with the answering
s ervice . )

The renegade Republican Elector who gave
the LP an eleEtoral vote in the t97Z election
deslared his candidacy at the California con-
vention in FebruarY.

Bill Westrniller, Secretary of the nation-
aI LP, wJs e ecte airman of the California
Party.

The
and ann

Congratulations Calr
Santa Barbara schoo

fornia and i11!
tions1 board elec

exat].on vote on rch 4 prov 1 ded an
exciting arena for exposure of Libertarian
ideas in that community. Although Ruth Sutton
and Reason Magazine editor, Lynq Kinsky did
not realize their bid to the board, they were
successful in helping to defeat the tax
increase and the annexation proposal.

Lynn Kinsky and BiIl Susel of L. A. are
the other two Executive Conrnittee members from
Region 1 which is comprised of Washington,
OrEgon, Nevada, California, Hawaii -and Alaska.- An unconfirmed report establishes Washt
ington as the 4th larges! delegation- to the
nofrinating eonvention in N-Y.C- Labor Day
Weekend. 0n1y New York, California and Texas
exceed our ltine delegates. At least four
additional members expect to attend. Any
member is n'*T,, 
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SPtrAKT}JG OUT. . .ON ABORTTON

One of the most volatile issues facing a1I of
us right now one on which there can be no
middle ground is aL:ortion. T\tio opposing
groups which l shall caII the Pro-abortionists
and the Right to Lifer's are battling it out
in courtrooms and Iegislative bodies around
the world, The Right to Lifers have, unfortu-
nately, seriously hurt their own cause by
anti-intellectual, hysterical actions and
pronouncements; however and this is very
important to remember an individual's biases
or irrational acts have no bearing whatsoever
on the truth or falsehood of what he says-
(In other words. the Right to Lifers aren't
wronE just because they're hysterical) The
anti-ahortionists main point is central to
Iibertarian thought i.e ' r df, individual's
inalienable right to Iife ' And if the newly
conceived fetus is an individual, abort'ion is
murder the initiation of force against human
tife to the point of death. . . . Which is, of
course, violation of the Iibertarian's primary
rule of moral conduct.

If , leaving asirle the case of rape, a woman's
own rights are not violated by conception,
then the central issue becomes one of defining
human life. Right to Lifers insist that human
life exists from the instant of conception;
others maintain that the fetus is not human
until separated from the mother; others argue
for some point in between (6 weeks, 9 weeks,
quickening, etc., etc.). I^Ihich is itr How can
we rationally determine when a human being
comes into existence? Leave it to the indi-
vidual and her cloctor, yeu say? But then,
aren't you avoi,jing tlie entire issue? Let the
courts decrde? IIow can a court make the
decision on wl:ether life has been taken without
ci.efining life? Until that question is answered
pro-abortionists can only hope they are not
committing murder.

SyIvia Lovegren
This column, SPEAKING OUT, will feature posi-
tions on controversial iseues which involve
understanding of Libert,arian principles, In
every issue, positions wiIl be presented
representing differing viewpoints on key
issues of concern to Libertarians.

lt
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[,ROM TII[; C}iAIi1.

We are at this time awaiting the return of
our initiative (remove the sales tar( and BeO
tax f rom toorl. clr:thing, housing, me,Jica]
relat.erl suppli.es) f rom thr: Al-torne1, (leneral r s
of f ice, By thci time you re.ad this the ballot
title strould be affixecl, 'I'he initiaLive has
been assigned number 308,

Our initiative and initiative 305 (limits
state tax revenues to 9 percent of total
state personal income) are the only means at
hand to put a brake on rising taxes in L97b,
an election year. I urge all of you to help
initiative 306 in any way possible, because
it i-s another step in our efforts to stop
rising taxes and resultant big government.

Due to the LegislaLure's miserable behavior
and the interest shown by other parties in
our initiative, I think that it would be wise
to raise money to produce the legs and dollars
necessary to put this initiative on the ballot
in November.

lrle are COITIPLETELY out of LPi^lS literature, and
we T,IUST have informational literature if we
are to carry out an educational program.
Sytvia tovegren's committee wiII produce the
material for us if we can eome up with the
necessary funds to pay for printing and other
related costs,

I am still in the market for a LPWS Finance
Chairperson. There are plenty of people wiro
are r*illing to serve on this committee, so
anyone who takes the job should have adequate
help. VOI:UNTEERS NEED ONLY APPLY, , r

The LPWS is in need of someone who is willing
to become an expert. on governmental data,
namely federal, state and local tax laws,
disclosure 1aws, campaign financinq laws, etc,
His/ller job vioulcl be to advise the LPI^IS on
necesqary filings, etc, . I{ELPlll!lt

Richard Dyment, Chairman

ANNOUNCET4ENTS

The next LPWS business meeting will be hel_d
on $aturday at B:00 Ir.m,, Marclt 22, 1975 irr
the Denny ltoom of thc Univcrs.rty Towers llotel
Iocated at N. E. 4 5th & I3rook lyn N , E. , in the
university distriet. Non-memlrers arsr more
than r,*relcome to attend. Admission is free to
everyone, but if you have a little "bread" to
spare, then a donation would be appreciated,
to help pay for the cost of bire facilities,

[,I'JNEY.

$200"00 immediately needed for sales tax
fnitiative 308' drive, Contributors and
volunteers please contact CarI idicolai,
Chairman, (205 ) 522-528 0,

$300.00 immediately needed for producing LPWS
informational literature. Contributors and
volunt.eers olease contact Sylvia Lovegren,
Chairwoman, (206) 329-4738.

Please note contrihutions to either the

-

Initiative Fund or tire Promotional Literature
Fund can be sent to LF,WS, P. O. Box 2096r
Seattle, L\IA 9B II] , Contact Richard Dyment
at (2061 283-5217 or (206) 285-0704 if you
need further information.

***********************

***********************

***********************

The International Society of Free Space
Colonizers is a libertarian, space-oriented
society which advocates the colonization of
outer space in ways that are consistent with
free-enterprise principles. It publishes a
rnonthly journal and holds regular meetings at
r+hich papers are presented and dj-scussed,
AII persons invited to join or to attend its
meetings; members are adrnitted f,ree, but
there is a $2,00 admission charge for non-
members. ISFSC's next meeting is on Saturday.
April 5, 7r30 p,m- at the Norselander Restau-
rant -

I.IEMBERSHTP SCHEDULE

Basic membership in the LPWS is free, but the
related servi-ces are not,, It is the funds
donated by the membership which r.ri11 eventually
l-nsure our success.

Informational l{emhership $2. S0
fncfu .

Subscribin_g l{ernbership S5, 00
Inc1udEs one@ion to LPWS
newsletter " SHOCKWAVE"

Sustaining__lleq_bership $15, 00
Includes one-fe-r suEEcr on to SHOCKWAVE,
one-year LPWS position papers, notices,

Life Membersh $ s0. 00
nc S e to SHOCHWAVET

LPWS position papers, notices. One-year
free admission to LPWS annual convention,

-L_ife Sust,aininq Membership $100, 00
Inclu KWAVE,
LPWS position papers, notices, Life-free
admission to LPWS annual conventions.

1 year subscrtption to SHOCKWAVE only.
$5, O0 enc Iosecl .

I am interested in learning more about
the LP. trnclosed is $1.00 for an
information package.

I vrould like to join the LPWS. Encloseri
is $_ (see membership schedule).
I hereby pledge that I do not advocate,
nor will I initiate, physical- coercj-on
or fraud against any individual or
individuals.

Signature reguired fof memberShip

Name

Address

City
State

Telephone

lJ

Zip Code


