
Minutes of the April 2, 2017 Meeting of the State Committee 

of the Libertarian Party of New York 

held by WebEx and telephone conference call 
 

Members in attendance 
Mark Glogowski, Chair 

Jim Rosenbeck, Vice-Chair, Chapter Development Committee 

Brian Waddell, Vice-Chair, Political Director 

Blay Tarnoff, Secretary 

Michael Dowden, Treasurer 

Michael McDermott, At Large, 2014 Candidate for Governor 

Mark Potwora, At Large  

Aaron Commey, At Large  

Andrew Kolstee, Chautauqua County, Communications Committee, Strategic Planning Committee 

Edward Garrett, Erie County 

Sean Phelan, Greater Rochester 

Jan-Erik Janson, Hudson Valley 

Christopher Hollinger, Manhattan 

Chris Garvey, Nassau County 

Hesham El-Meligy, Staten Island 

Jim Harris, Suffolk County, Budget Committee 

 

Members not in attendance 
Chris Padgett, At Large, Elections Campaign Committee, 2016 National Platform Committee Representative 

Chris Edes, At Large, IT Committee, 2014 Candidate for Lieutenant Governor 

Gary Popkin, Brooklyn 

Thomas Timmons, Capital District 

Lisa Whitehead, Genesee County 

Justin Dilgard, Livingston County 

Jeff Manning, Niagara County 

Milva Dordal, Onondaga County 

Gregg Fort, Otsego County, Finance Director, Fundraising Committee 

Ryan Roberts, Warren County 

 

Observers 
M Carling, Parliamentarian 

Eric Peterson, Chemung County TCC 

Brandon Lyon, Fulton County TCC 

Justin Cox, Madison County TCC 

Laura Nolan, Montgomery County TCC 

Ian Fisher, Putnam County TCC 

Elliot Axelman, Queens County TCC 

Brian McDonald, Saratoga County TCC 

Lora Newell, Schoharie County TCC 

Peter Olausson, Steuben County TCC 

Chris Schmidt, Washington County TCC 

Mark Rosen, Westchester County TCC 

Ron Litchman, Manhattan Chair 

Shawn Hannon, Onondaga County Chair 

Daniel Hayes, National LP Affiliate Support Committee 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Mark Glogowski at 20:00.  The minutes of the two 

previous State Committee meetings of February 12 and March 5, 2017 were approved with waived 

reading upon prior publication to the State Committee email list. 



 

Daniel Hayes of the National LP Affiliate Support Committee gave a presentation on that 

organization’s offer of free advertising for our annual convention.  Motion to allow National LP 

Affiliate Support Committee to advertise our upcoming annual convention at no cost passed 

without debate. 

 

Motion by Secretary Blay Tarnoff to appoint the following committees to the 2017 annual 

convention, each with power to add additional members: 

 Program Committee, composed of Shawn Hannon as chair, 

 Convention Arrangements Committee, composed of Shawn Hannon as chair, 

  Credentials Committee, composed of Rachel Maisonet as chair and Jim Harris, 

  Committee on Standing Rules, composed of Ed Garret as chair, and 

  Resolutions Committee, composed of Ed Garret as chair, 

passed without debate.  Motion to grant the Chair the authority to appoint the 

Parliamentarian and Sergeant-at-Arms to the 2017 annual convention passed without debate 

 

Motion by Secretary Blay Tarnoff to amend the Model Bylaws document to change “State 

Committee” to “County Committee” in Article VII.B. passed without debate. 

 

Treasurer Michael Dowden issued a Treasurer’s Report in writing. 

 

Chapter Development Committee chair Jim Rosenbeck issued a report.  Motion to appoint Eric 

Peterson Temporary County Chair of Chemung County, Brandon Lyon Temporary County 

Chair of Fulton County, Justin Cox Temporary County Chair of Madison County, Ian 

Fisher Temporary County Chair of Putnam County, Brian McDonald Temporary County 

Chair of Saratoga County, and Chris Schmidt Temporary County Chair of Washington 

County passed without debate after presentations by each.  Motion to appoint Laura Nolan 

Temporary County Chair of Montgomery County passed without debate after presentation.  

Motion to remove Steve Crispell as Temporary County Chair of Tompkins County passed 

without debate. 

 

Secretary Blay Tarnoff reported on the documentation received from Queens County TCC Elliot 

Axelman in support of the Queens County application for charter.  Motion to charter County 

Organization Queens County contingent upon favorable resolution of the question of the 

membership status of Kate Balani passed without debate. 

 

Motion by Andrew Kolstee to accept amendments to the “LPNY Divisional Structure” 

document (Exhibit 1), which was granted contingent preliminary approval at the meeting of 

January 8, 2017, was debated and passed. 

 

Motion by Jim Harris to place on the agenda of the annual convention the question of 

endorsement of the LPNY Divisional Structure document as amended passed without debate. 

 

Motion by special committee chair Aaron Commey to place on the agenda of the upcoming 

annual convention, for consideration as a resolution of the Libertarian Party of New York, 



the Resolution to Restore Convict Voting Rights (Exhibit 2) as passed by the committee to 

consider such resolution, passed without debate. 

 

Budget Committee Chair Jim Harris issued a report.  IT Committee member Mike Dowden issued 

a report.  Communications Committee chair Andrew Kolstee issued a report.  Strategic Planning 

Committee chair Andrew Kolstee issued a report. 

 

Per standing rule, the next meeting will be held in person immediately following the annual 

convention on April 29, 2017.  The meeting was adjourned at 22:00. 

 

 

Blay Tarnoff, Secretary 

May 26, 2017  
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