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PROPAGAIIDA: A REPLY TO I.{R. STEELE

by Joseph Bast

In the November/December lssue of The Illlnols Llber-

"vote-catching" for 1984, but since he makes vote
totals a mea.eure of the LPts (lack of) success a few
words ln that dlrectlon are due. Reaganrs performance
ln offlce has altenated nearly aL1 tax protesters aod
home-school-ers. Llbertarl-ans have made substantl-al
Lnroads l-n these movenents lu the last four years, and
a number of persons lnfluenrl"al tn these movements
have endorsed Bergl-andts candl-dacy. The Democrats have
lost a l-ot of credlblltty otr the peace lssue by
poeltloning themselves ouly Lnches to the left of
Reagaa, and now that Ravenal has come out of the
closet the LP ls better tdenttfled wlth the peace
movement than ever before. And all those voters who
voted for Andersorr ln 1980 rst1l be more receptlve to
our measage thle tLme around. So ln terms of "vote
catchtngr-' *" dl-dnf t doJo badly ln t9B0-and-we stand
to do better ln r84.

But hlgh vote totaLs are not the most lmportant goal
of LP campalgns--rather, they are Just an lmperfect
neasure of how well we are accoupl-J-shtng the real task
of conveylng the llbertarlan mesaage to a broad
audLence. Havlng a polltlcal- party and cooductltrg
campaLgns aLlow llbertarlatrs to partlclpate l-n the
natlonal- debate otr governmeut pollcy that takes place,
with heavy medl-a coverage, every electlon year. It 18
ln the context of poltttcal- rlebate and havlng to
choose one candldate over ao.other that many peopJ-e
look for and are wtlltng to enterLatn new Ldeas. Itr
polltlcs, llbertarLanlsm becones more than a theory
and more than an esoterlc topJ-c for suaLl socLal
affalrs, It becomes a basls for a real actlon (votlng)
or a real comnitment (canpaigntng for a candl-date).
For the 99,9i( of the populatton who are Loo busy
llvLng to be dedicated propagandists, lLbertarlan
politlcs offers a reason for learnlng more about
llhertarlan ldeas.

But, DavJ-d argues, "the luasseg" are all "slncere aod
commltted staELsts" who wtIl only be swayed "at some
distant date" by rhe repeaLed attacks agaJ-nst thelr
assumptions by cornmLtted propagandlsts. It ts sEraflge
to hear a llbertartan use the collectlvlst rerm
"Easses" when referrlng to flonllbertarians. It lmplles
that nonlLhertarlans are not deternlned by thelr own
mlnds or efforts, that they are somehow controlLerl by
a great collecttve myth. Every person preseatly ln the
Llbertarlan Party Is testlmory to the falslty of that
clatm. People recognlze and respond to facts and ldeas
properly communLcated to them. It may take tlme--even
years--before they accept the fult lmplLcatlons of the
lnformation, and some--perhaps many-Trever wll-l. But
that can never be construed to be an argument agaLnst
maklng that tnformatioo wldely avall-able oow.

My own expertence has suggested that there are, tn

pectaele of a hammer-
teeth of "capital--l-

lLbertarLans." The violent dentlst was David Ramsay
Steele, aud ln hls artlcle, "Vote-Catching vs. Long-
Range Propagandar" he sought to remove from our gums
the bellef that polltlcal- actlvlBm can be a substan-
tlal- part of an effective, 1-ong-term strategy for
Il-bertarian propagandlzLng. For those not 1eft
compl-eteLy toothless by Davldrs attack, I offer the
followlng food for thought,

It ls lmportant to realLze that Davidfs posltlon ls
not nearly so radlcal- as hls rhetorLc would lead us to
beLLeve. The llbertarLan movement Ls stll1 ln lts
Lnfancyr and Davld (tfte rnany other actlvLsts) l-s
concerned that in our rush for wLclespread support we
may neglect to butld a foundatlon eapabl-e of sustaln-
lng the movement ln the future. DavLd belleves that we

should lay thts foundatlon deep and narrow, l-u the
persona of a small cadre of dedlcated propagandLets.
He feels that our present emphasi-s on polltlcal
actlvlsm dl-verts resources from thls proJect. Davld
envlsl.ons the lLbertarLan movement collapslng, lLke a
house wlthout a foundatlon, when the ground (pub1lc
oplnlon) Lt rests upotr beglns to shLfE.

It ls to Davldrs credlt that he does oot rule out
enttrely the use of poLttlcal actlvlsm--he only
recoalmends llmttlng lt to about 10% of our tlne and
resources. But I belleve that David severely uuder-
estl-mntes the effectlvetreaa of polltLcal campaLgns ln
recruitl.ng propagandLsts, the number of AmerLcans
already synpatheElc to llbertarl-an tdeas (and hence
the probablllry of aLtalulng a broad-based LlberEarlan
movement), and the lntelltgence and foreslght of many
l-lbertarLans who are po1ltlcally actlve. I w111 argue
these three polnts, and the couclustoa I wtll reach ls
that polltlcal actl-vl-sm should remal-n the central- task
of rhe LP.

Ilavid refers to the Ert Clark campaLgn tn 1980 as "a
huge dlsappolntmenE." I dlsagree. Cl-arkrg vote tally
came l-n the face of candidate Reagan's appeal to the
antl-tax and home-schooll-rg movements, Carterrs
posture as the peace candldate, and Andersonts appeal
to lndependents. Desplte all- thLsn nearly one mLllton
people voted for Clark, many of them probably votlng
for a thtrd party candldate for the flrst tlme.

No doubt Davld disltkes opElmJ-stlc proJectLons on
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fact, many "closet ll-bertarLans." Uy parents dlrln't
know a llbertarlan from a Il-brarl-an untll T started
arguing with them about taxes, the federal deflcit,
and foreLgn po1-Lcy. Now they buy subscrlptlotrs to
llbertarlan magazLues for thelr frlends. The fellow
wlth the flfth-grade educaElon Irve worked beelde for
fl-ve years was absolutely nonpolltlcal untll we
starEed talklng about clvll rlghtsl he voted for Clark
l-n t80. The natlve AmerLcan who wrote ar artlcle for
@, my brother the unlon presfulent, a frLend from
co1l,ege, all of them rrere surprLsingly receptlve to
the l-lbertarlan pol-nt of view. Not at some dl"stant
date. Not by atEacklng their assumptlons, Perhaps by a
commLtted propagandlst, but one who only real-Lzed he
rraa a llbertarlan ln 1980 when he hearcl Ed C1ark.

Are these people "real1y" llbertarlans? To me, thJ-s
questLotr suggests the same klnd of paranoLa or fear of
"common" attLtudes that ls lmplled when someone uses
the term "masses." I have yet to meet two lltrertarlans
havl-ug exactl-y the same degree ef gsmmLtment to a
prlnclple, or ldentl-cal notions of what they oppose.
Peopl-e are llbertarlans because they place value on
lndlvidual 1-lberty, and they view wlth susplcJ.on most
Bovernnent loterventtotr. The people I have talked wlth
are not yet the stuff of whlch foundatlons are buJ-lt,
but at least that choice Ls norf, opea to them. In the
absence of an tP ln whlch general educatl-on for the
publ-lc Ls emphaslzed, they would not have been able to
make that chotce. And the movement would have been
small-er by thelr number.

Davld's remalalng obJections are that wtdely dlstrl-
butlng the l-lbertarlan measage dlverts funds from
lnLeroal educatlon and that polltical actJ-vl-ty breeds
false expectatl-ons, Thls ls where the Lntelllgence and
foreslght of LP actlvlsts should be defended. Very few
LPers bel-Leve that a "ml-1lLondo11ar Btunt" wtll-
somehow achleve everythLng rre are flghtJ-ng for, and
even fewer got on board thls tratn thtnking that they
were backlng electoral- "winners." Host of us hope that
llbertarlaa Ldeas w111 become a permanent part of all
polltlcal debate, whether or not there even Ls a
LLbertarJ-an Party. We hope that at some Level of
electoral success --5fl or 102?--the national- news
rnedLa w111 be forced to addresrl our Preserce.

t{ost LPers are al-so active ln the ktnd of propaganda
organLzatLons Davld would approve of-The Foundation
for Economl-c Educatlotr, CATO, The Reason Foundatlon,
etc. There also are trany hundreds of organlzatLons
that take the slngle-lssue approach to llbertarlanlsm,
e.g., The Educatl-onal- Voueher InsELtute, The NatLonal
Taxpayers UnLon, and The Sound Honey Comml-ttee. Spend-
Lng on eLectlons l-s assuredly less than 30% and is
probably no more than 102 of the Eotal monles spent
for libertarian propagandiztng and research. Slnce the
LP ls the polltl"cal- arm of the ll-bertarlan movemenr,
one would hope that most of lus resources would be
spent on polltical actlvlsm. It would be sllly to
requl-re every llbertarlan organlzatLon Eo rlevote x% o
its resources otr educatLon and y7" ot po1-Ltlca]- actlon
As ls usrrally the case, a dlvlslon of labor ls mosE

efficlent,

The LP has done an effecttve Job ln both coaveylng the
llbertariar mes.eage to mlllions of people and present-
lng tt to them I-n a way thaL encourages them to act on
the lrteas. The general publlc ls receptl-ve to that
message and can acquire llbertarlan vl-ewpoints from
lt. Those who accept the message and deslre a deeper
understandlng of lt have a great variety of organJ-za-
Eloos to tap Lnto or join. Srrch activLsts (or propa-
gandists) are currently active in the LP and other
libertarlan organLzatLons, recruiting those sympathe-
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Elc to our vlews and ercouraglng them Lo become
actlvl-sts themselves. LPers are not naLvely hoplng for
electoral success overnLght, but general1-y percelve
thel-r ml-ssLon as belng one of outreach and general
educatlon through the polltlcal process. The LP has
provetr ltself to be goor! at that, and lt Ls there that
lts emphasls ought to remaln.

NATCOII,I REPORT by Gerry l{alsh

New Orleans, December 8, 1983--The National
Committee passed a resolution encouraging the
use of ttletters to the editortt in local pa-
pers as a low-cost method of spreading llber-
tarian ideas, especially during an election
year ... The LP News will include a ttletterstt
column in futEeTssues Publication of
the LP News vrill increase from six to nine
issues per year .. r lt{embership dues in the
National Party were j.ncreased to $15 per
year; a motion to create a student rate of
$10 per year failed by one vote ... Member-
ship in the National Party is noh, 61584.

A motion to adopt a suggested position de-
scriptJ-on (four functions, sixteen responsi-
bilities) failed by one vote ... Now that
national headquarters has moved to Houston, a
committee has been created to investigate the
feasibility of an additional offiee in Wash-
ington to act as a potenLial monltor and/or
lobbying group.

Dave Bergland has visited 14 states in his
capacity as the Libertarian Party candidate
for Presldent, HerII be visiting Milwaukee on
Thursday, December 15. Field coordlnator
A1icia Clark commented that media coverage of
the Bergland campaign has been much better
than the Clark campaign had received at this
point in 1 980 ... Bergland will take a short
vacation in January to marry his campaign
manager, Sharon Ayres, then begin fuIl-time
campaigning in February ... Jim Lewis is also
organizing a campaign committee. This wiLl
allon Jim to take advantage of the traveling
he performs i-n his j ob.

The most controversial item on the agenda was
a proposed motion to repeal Resolution #200,
which forbids employees of the National Party
from taking part in partisan internal poli-
tics. After the proposed motion to repeal
was introducedr the proposer moved to substi-
tute a motion to create a panel, consisting
of three Natcom members, to investigate whe-
ther National Director Honey Lanham had vio-

By Appointment (312) 98O-10O4

Dr. Helen C. HeFden
Chiropractor

Nutritional Consultant

40 S. Prospect, Boselle, lL 60172



lated Resolution #200. After much discus-
sion, the substitute motion failedr ES did
the original motion to repeal Resolution
#2OO. A committee of three is being appoint-
ed to determj.ne if the writing of the resolu-
tion should be changed.

COMIvIENT: ItIs my opinion that the representa-
tives objected to having a "Troian horset'
item on the agenda to cover a controversial
issue. There !{ere a number of noncontrover-
sial items where tre got the accompanying
memos at the last minute. Some representa-
tives had even spoken lnformally about tab-
ling items at the next meeting which hadn't
been included in our packets. I suspect that
many representatives were irritated and/or
confused by the method of introduction for
this i.tem, and voted against the motion for
that reason-

Future Natcom meetings will be held in
Pittsburgh (March 31 and April 1 , 1 984 ),
Rochester (August, 1984), Utah (December,
1984), Seattle {April, 1985) and Phoenix
(August, 1 985 1,

Gerry's phone number is 312/894-8680.

PRESIDEIITIAL ELECTORS

by Tom Verkuilen
It's tl"me for our quadrennial Presidential
civlcs lesson. When voting in an election to
fill- the offices of President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, You are in fact:
(A) Voting directly for that candidate, and
the candidate with the most votes wi"ns;

(B) Voting for a candidate, who then selects
his/her supporters for the Electora} College;

(C) Voting for a list of electors who, in
turn, will select the President and Vice
President.

The correct answer is (C). Herers how it
works. The Constitution of the United States,
Article fI, Section I, provides:

"Each State shall appoint, in such manner as
the legislature thereof may direct, a number
of electors, equal to the whole number of
Senators and Representatives to which the
State may be entltled in the Congress: but no
Senator or Representativer or person holding
an office of trust or profit under the United
States, shalI be appolnted an elector."
******i**

Do you need more enthusiastic,
effective libertarian activists in your
area? A Liberty Primer is the solution!
Send $7.95 to: Genesee Valley Society
fo r lnd iv id u al Li be rt y, Box 10224,
Drawer ClL, Rochester, NY 1461O

The Illinois Election Code provides that the
names of the candidates for electors shaIl
not be placed on the ballot, only the names
of the candidates for President and Vlce
President. However, a vote for ttPresident or
Vice President shalI not be deemed and taken
as a direct vote for such candidates for
President and Vice President, or either of
them, but shall only be deemed and taken to
be a vote for the entire list or set of
electors chosen by that political party or
group. tt

Why have I reviewed some of the workings of
the Electoral College? Because the Libertar-
ian Party of Illinols is now searching for
electors for its 1 984 Presidential campaign.
Since fllinois has 22 Congressional districts
and 2 Senators, we need 24 Libertarian Party
electors from Illinois.
As a Libertarian elector, your name will be
on the petitions clrculated this year to
place the Party on the ballot in lllinois.
The requirements to be an elector are few:
(1) be a resident of lllinois; (2) be a
member of the Libertarian Party of Illinois;
and (3) don't plan on moving out of state
before ElectLon Day!

And there is a special requirement...based on
the workings of free lunches and free markets
when faced with a limited resource: a price
has heen placed on being a Libertarian elec-
tor. A contri.bution of $50.00 to the baIlot
drive will assure your candidacY.

Electors must be chosen within a very few
weeks in order to have our petitions printed
and ready to circulate. If you are inter-
ested, send your check lmmediately to the
LPf, P.O. Box 313, Chicago, IL 60690. Please
make your check payable to LIFBAC (Liber-
tarian Fair Ballot Access Committeel and mark
your check and your envelope, ttAttention:
Presidential Electors. tt

January, L984 3
**i******

@IVCET
for Senate

GALA TUND RAISER

5:30pm, Wednesday, April 4

I{idland Hote}
Chicago
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ED CRAIIE
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Iv1ake check to Givot for Senate. Ivtail
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For more information, call Pat
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CONSTITUTION OF TEE
LIBENTARIAN PARTY OF II,LINOIS

As amended [,lay 15, 1983

ARTICLE I. NA},18
The name of this organization shall be the "Liber-

tarian Party of Illinoisrtt hereinafter referred to as
the ItParty. r'

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE
The purpose of the rarty shall be to implement the

goals specified in the Libertarian Party Platform by:
(a) Nominating candidates for public office;
(b) Affiliating with local libertarian

organi zations I
(c) rncreasing awareness and acceptance of

liberLarian political theory through educationaf and
outreach programs, and

(d) Promoting implementation of libertarian
principles in publlc poJ-icy.

ARTICLE II1. MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. A Party memher shall be any resi-

dent of Illinois or an adjoining state whose dues are
current and who has signed a pledge as required by
Section 2 of this Artlcle. There shall be no discrimi-
nation ln membership because of age, race, sex. or any
non-aggressive af f iliation.

Section 2. The following statement shall be
signed by each applicant for membership: "r hereby
certlfy that I do not believe in or advocate the init-
iation of force as a means of achieving social or
polittcal goa1s."

ART]CLE IV. STATE CENTRAI COM},IITTEE AND OFFICERS
Section 1. Management of the Partyrs affairs

shall be the responsibility of a State Central Commit-
tee consisting of elected Party officers and elected
representatives of affiliated c1ubs.

Section 2. The officers of the Party shall be
a Chair, a Northern Vice-Chair, a South-Central Vice-
Chair, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding secre-
tary, and a Treasurer. The duties of each officer
shall be as provided in the By1aws.

Section 3. All officers shall be residents of
Illinois and Party members. No Party officer shall be
an officer of any organization involving the initiation
of force or an officer in any other political party.
Disputes arising under this Section shall be settled by
the Judicial Committee by majority vote.

Section 4. No Party offices sha1l be combined.
Section 5. Terms of office shall be from the

close of the State Convention at which they were elect-
ed until the close of the next State Convention.

ARTICLE V. JUDICIAL COMMITTEE
Section 1. There shall be a Judicial Committee

to resolve disputes concerning interpretation of this
Constitution and the Bylaws, disputes Ermong affiliated
clubs. and disputes referred to it by, or involving,
the State Central Committee.

Section 2. The Judicial Committee shalI con-
sist of five members, three elected for overlapping
three-year terms by the State Convention and two elect-
ed by the State Central Committee at its first official
meeting.

Section 3. No person may serve slmultaneously
on both the State Central Committee and the Judicial
Committee. Qualifications for serving on the Judicial
Committee are the same as for officers.

Section 4. Decisions of the Judicial Committee
shall be rendered within thirty days of the date of
submission of the question.

Section 5. Any vacancy shall be filled by a
majority vote of the State Central Committee. The
acting Judicial Committee member sha1l serve until the
next State Convention at which time the Conventlon
shall elect a replacement to serve out the remaj.nder of
the term.

ARTICLE VI. ELECTION AND REPLACEMENT OE STATE
CENTRAL CO},ID,IITTEE MEMBERS

Section 1. All Party officers shall be elected
by the State Convention. The State Central Committee
may require that statewide candidates be nominated at
the State Convention.

Section 2. The State Central Committee shall
decide which Vice-Chair shall succeed to the Chair. and
determine the exact areas to be served by each Vice-
4 thE ILLINOIS LIBERTARfAN

Chair.
Sectlon 3. The State Central Committee shall

fill vacancies in the offices of Chair, Recording Sec-
retary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer. A
vacancy in the office of Vice-Chair shall be filled by
a majority vote of the State Central Committee members
from the appropriate area. Should the remaining term
of office exceed six months, a majority vote of the
affiliated clubs shaI1 confirm the new officer within
forty-five days of the appointrnent. In the case of
Vice-Chair, this vote shall be restricted to the affil-
iated clubs in the appropriate area.

Section 4. Local club representatives to the
State Central Committee shall be elected and replaced
at the discretion of each club.

Section 5. A State Central Committee member
rny be removed by a three-fourths vote of the State
Central Committee or by a two-thirds vote of the Party
members in their affillated c1ubs. If a petition for
the impeachment of a state Central Committee member
signed by twenty percent of the Party members in any
region is received by the State Central Committee,
there shall be a vote on the guestion conducted in the
same manner as the original electionl except that a
two-thirds vote ls requlred to remove.

ABTICLE VIT, LOCAI CLUBS
Section 1. Any five Party members who wish

their 1ocal club to affiliate with the Party and be
their affiliated club in the sense of this Constitution
may so petition the State Central Committee. Each
affiliated club shall have one representative on the
State Central Committee. For each additional fifteen
members of the Party in the local clubts region, one
representative will be added for that Iocal club.

Section 2. Every affiliated club shall make a
copy of its bylaws available to the State Central
Committee and Judicial Commlttee. These bylaws must
specify which county that local club is affiliating
within. Local clubs shall submit valid credentials, as
defined in the By1aws, to the State Central Committee.

Section 3. A11 points in the state shall be
covered by one and only one affiliated c1ub. The State
Central Committee shall have the power to adjust re-
glons to insure such coverage.

Section 4. An affiliated club shall have the
responsibility for the nomination of candidates whose
districts lie entirely within its region. In the case
of other offices (except statewide offices ) the chairs
or other representatives of the cl-ubs whose regions
overlap the district shall meet to nominate a candidate
upon the reguest of any aspirant for the nomination.
Each such representative shalI have as many votes as
there are Party members in the region being repre-
sented. An affiliated club may determine how its rep-
resentatives shall vote.

Section 5. Affiliated clubs shall have the
povrer to determine their own membership requirements.
This Section shall not be construed to allow local
clubs to avoid holdinq elections by their Party members
as required elsewhere in this Constitution.

Section 5. The Bylaws shall provide for the
submission of questions by the State Central Committee
to affiliated clubs.

Section 7. Meetings of the local clubs must be
open and announced to all its members and all Party
members residing within its region.

Section 8. The State Central Committee shall
recognize no local club lying, in whole or in part,
outside the state of Illinois.

ARTTCLE VTII. ENDORSEMENT OF OTHER PARTIES OR
CANDIDATES

Neither the Party nor any affiliated club, as an
organization, shall fund or advocate the election of a
candidate of any other political party.

ARTICLE IX. VOTING PROCEDURES AND CONVENTION RULES
Section 1. The annual State Convention will be

held at a time and place to be determined by the State
Central Committee. Announcement will be made to all
Party members no less than sixty days before the Con-
vention.

Section 2.
(a) Any person who has been a member in good

standing for the thirty days immediately preceding the
Convention and who is present at the Convention may
vote.

(b) Any person who has been a member in good
standing for the thirty days immediately preceding the
Convention may give a proxy to any other person who has
been a member in good standing for the thirty days

immediately preceding the Convention, provlded that the
recipient holds no more than one other such proxy.
Proxies may not be transferred among recipients, and
must be recorded by the secretary prior to the start of
the convention. Valid proxies are to be treated in the
same manner as votes personally cast in all matters,
including the determination of quorums, majorities,
pluralities, etc.

(c) A member in good standing is one who meets
the requirements of Artiele fII.

Section 3. The following procedures shaLt be
followed for electing officers:

(a) AII nominees for Party office must announce
thelr candidacy to the State Central Commlttee thirty
days before the State Convention. The Party newsletter
sha1l print the names of all candidates for Party
office.

(b) Nominating speeches shall be less than two
minutes. There shall be no more than two seconding
speeches of no longer than one minute each.

(c) "None of the above" shaIl automatically be a
candidate for any office,

(d) Elections shall, at the request of any mem-
ber, be by secret ballot.

(e) AII statewide candldates must meet eligibil-
ity requirements for their offlces and must have ex-
pressed a willingness to accept the nomination.

(f) Any candidate getting a number of votes equal
to a majority of people voting shall be elected.

(S) After the results of the second (and subse-
quent) ballots are announced, the candidate with the
fewest votes will be dropped from consideration, except
"None of the above. tt

Section 4. In years when delegates or other
representatives are to be elected to the National Con-
vention, the following rules shall apply:

(a) Each candidate shall nominate him or herself
or otherwise indicate a willingness to serve.

(b) No candidate who is not an Illinois resident
and current Party member shall be nominated,

(c) The election shall be by secret ballot and
each person (or proxy) may vote for as many delegates
as allotted by the National Committee to lllinois, but
no one shall cast more than one vote for each delegate.

(d) Candidates shal-l- be ranked by total votes and
the secretary shal1 record the ranking. The first and
subsequbnt ranks are delegates, up to the number allot-
ted by the National Committee. Thereafter, candidates
are al-ternates, with floor preference determined by
their ranking. Tie rankings are to be settled by a
coin toss.

(e) After the results are announced, the Chair
shall call the guestion, "Does the Conventlon reaffirm
this vote?" If the question fails, each deleqate wilt
run individually against rrNone of the above.t' ff any
delegate receives fewer votes than rrNone of the abover'l
he or she will be struck from the delegate list.

Section 5. The following sha1l apply during
debater

(a) Each proposed rule or amendment shall be
debated for a maximum of ten minutes. Debates may be
closed by a two-thirds vote.

(b) The Chair of the Convention may require that
any motion be made in writing, signed by the maker and
delivered to the Convention Secretary.

(c) Voting shalI be by voice vote, except where
stated elsewhere i-n this Artlcle. A show of hands or
rlsing vote may be taken at the request of any Party
member.

ARTICLE X. AI4ENDMENT
Section 1. Except as provided in Sections 2

and 3 of this Article, this Constitution may be amended
by a two-thirds vote of a State Convention upon pre-
vious notice.

Section 2. When the Party becomes an estab-
Iished political party, as determined by the State
Board of Elections under the laws of rllinois, the
Judicial Committee with the approval of the State Cen-
tral Committee shall amend this Constitution in order
to conform to law. They shall not have the power to
amend any section not superseded by lav,r.

Section 3. This Article may not be amended,
altered, or deleted except as provided in Section 2 of
this Article.

#############################################

Don't forget--PETITIONING starts in uay.

BYI"ATTS OF' TIIE
IJIBERTARIAN PARTY OF ILEINOIS

As anended [,Iay 15, 1983

BYLAW I. MEITIBERSHIP
Section 1. Every Party member may vote on

statewide lssues in the affiliated club in trhose region
he or she resides. Only Party members may vote on
statewide issues. Statewide issues include, but are
not LimiLed to: selection of statewide candidates and
candidates whose districts are contained in the reglon
of no single affiliated club, election of State Central
Committee members and delegates to the National Conven-
tion, and guestions submitted to the affiliated clubs
by the State Central Committee.

Section 2. Every Party member shall be in-
forned of the name and address of Party officers, State
Central- Committee and Judiclal Committee members, all
other Party officials and committee members, all Party
nominees for publlc officer. the newsletter editor, and
chairs of affiliated cluhs upon request to the Party
Corresponding Secretary. Members shall have access to
minutes of past State Central Committee meetings and
State Conventions.

Section 3. Except as provided in Section 2 of
this Bylaw, the distribution of the name of, and any
information aboutr df,y Party member shall be limited
upon request of that person to the Chair, Recordlng
Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, chair of
that person's affiliated club, and such other persons
as may be reguired hy Iaw,

BYLAW II. STATE CENTRAL COI'HTTTEE AND OFFICERS I DUTIES
Section 1. The State Central Committee shall:
(a) HoId meetings at least guarterly and deter-

mine the date and location of same.
(b) On written reguest of any Party member, con-

sider convenlng the ,Judicial Committee to determine
whether there has been a violation of the membership
pledge.

(c) Determine the date, Iocation, and agenda of
the annual State Convention.

(d) Remove any Party officer by a three-fourths
vote.

(e) Choose a newsletter editor and remove same if
necessary, the term to be one 11ear beginning one month
after the annual State Convention. The editor ls to be
a voting member of the State Central Commlttee but
shall have no more than one vote lf also a voting
member in any other capacity.

(f) Appoint Judicial Committee members as re-
qulred by the Constitution.

(S) Determlne official malllng address and access
to Party mail.

(h) Determine whether any Party office is vacant.
( i) Determj.ne local club affiliation.
tj) Determine membership dues and period of mem-

bership.
(k) Perform such other duties as nay from time to

time be necessary.
Section 2. The Executive Board shall:
(a) Consist of all elected offieers.
(b) Choose new date and location sf a State

Central Committee meeting if necessajry and notify rep-
resentatives.

(c) CaI1 emergency meetings of the State Central
Committee if necessary.

Section 3. officers' duties shatl be the
following:

(a) Chair:
( 1 l Chair State Central Committee meetings

and State Convention business sessions.
(21 Serve on all committees formed by the

State Central Committee.
(3) Set agenda for State Central Committee

meetings.
( 4) Is host/hostess of the State Central

Committee unless other arrangements are made.
(b) Northern Vice-Chair:

( 1 ) Shall chair if appointeri by the State
Central Committee.

{21 Sha1l coord.inate loca1 clubs in all count-
ies in lllinois falling north of and including the
following: l"lercer, Henry, Bureau, Putnam, La-saIIe,
Grundy, and Kankakee.

(3) Shall be liaison between local clubs in
the northern Illinois region as defined above and the
newsfetter editor.

, (c) South-Central vice-Chair:
( 1 ) Shatl chair if appointed by the State
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Central Committee.
l2l Shall coordinate local clubs in all count-

ies outside of the northern Illinois region.
( 3) Shall be liaison between South-Centra1

Illinois local clubs and the newsletter editor.
(d) Recording Secretary:

( 1 ) Shall keep accurate records of all offl-
cial Party meetings.

( 2) Sha1l submit previous meetingrs minutes in
writing for State Central Commlttee approval.

(3) Shall distribute proposed agenda of r-rpg6n-
ing State Central Comrnittee meeting and minutes of most
recent meeting to State Central Committee members,
local club chairs, and the newsletter editor prior to
the next meeting.

(4) Shall dellver all minutes to the official
storage place.

(5) Shal.1 make no fewer than two reports to
the State Central Committee regarding local club mem-
bership and representative entltlement. One such re-
port shall be made at the first State Central Committee
meeting following the StaLe Convention. and another
shall be made six months after the first.

(e) Corresponding Secretary:
(1) Shall conduct all official correspondence

between the Party and other bodies and indivlduals.
(2) ShalL maintain the Party mailing list.
(3) Shalt deliver all correspondence concern-

ing finance to the Treasurer within the week it is
received.

(f) Treasurer:
( 1 ) Shall receive, record. and disburse all

Party funds.
(2) Shall prepare a budget for the term of

office, to be approved by the State Central Committee
and transmitted to the next Treasurer at the term's
conclusion.

(3) ShaIL get State Central Committee approval
for any non-budgeted ltem exceeding $50.

(4) Shall distribute written monthly financial
reports to the State Central Committee, committee
heads, and locaI club chairs.

(5) Shall present a detailed annual profit and
loss statement at the Convention, copies to be avail-
able to all members.

Section 4. State Central Committee represent-
atives shall:

(a) Express concerns of the club representeci at
State Central Committee meetings.

(b) Report Party activities to local club members.
(c) Report membership number and local activities

to the State Central Committee.
(d) Report calendar items to the respective Vice-

Chair.

BYLATil III. STATE CON\IENTION
Section 1. There shalI be an annual State

Convention at which alI Party officers, National Con-
vention delegates, or statewide candidates as deter-
mined by the State Central Committee are chosen.

Seition 2. There shall be educational activi-
ties and a business session to consider Party finances,
Constitution and Bylaws changes, and a membership
report.

Section 3. The business session shall be con-
ducted i-n accordance with the Convention Rules of the
Constituti-on.

Section 4. No admission charge for the busi-
ness session shall be required of any Party member.

Section 5. Business session minutes shall be
treated as regular minutes as stipulated in Byla!, II,
Section 3 (d ).

Section 6. The interval between consecutive
State Conventions shal1 be no less than ten months and
no greater than fifteen months.

BYI,AW IV. SUBI-IISSION OF QUESTIONS TO LOCAL CLUBS
Any guestion may be submitted by majority vote of

the State Central Committee to the affiliated clubs.
Questions so submitted shal1 be resolved as follows:

(a) Upon submission of the question, the affil-
iated clubs shall conduct a vote of their Party members
within forty-five days.

(b) The results must then be submitted to the
State Central Committee within five days.

(c) The State Central Committee sha1l make these
results available to the Party members.

BYLAW V. LOCAL CLUB CREDENTIALS
Section 1. Each 1ocal club shalI, prior to

recognition by the State Central Committee, submit
credentials to the Recording Secretary consisting of
6 thE ILLINOIS LIBERTARIAN

the following:
(al The local clubrs bylaws.
(b) A Iist of aII current local club offLcers and

State Central Commlttee representatives.
(c) A statement signed by the chalr and secretary

of the local club certlfying that:
( 1 ) Its officers were elected ln accord.ance

with the club's bylaws;
(2) The club's State Central Committee repre-

sentative(s) was (werel elected by a maJority vote of
no less than five current Party members residing wlthin
the club's boundaries.

Section 2. Any changes in or additions to the
clubrs officers or State Central Committee representa-
tives shall be communicated to the Party Recording
Secretary as in Section 1(cl above.

Section 3. This Bylaw shall take effect thirty
days after the 1 981 Convention.

BYLAW VI. MAILING LIST
Sectlon 1. The State Central Committee shall

maintain a mailing llst of those people who have ex-
pressed an interest in the Party. Such list, and all
future additions, shall be the sole property of the
Party.

Section 2. Any uses of the malling list, other
than for official Party business, must first be ap-
proved by a three-fifths vote of the State Central
Committee. The malling list shall- be coded so that any
person may reguest to have his or her name removed from
any part of the mailing list released to other organi-
zations.

Section 3. Unauthorized use of the malling
Iist shall be a violation of the membership pledge, in
accordance with Article IfI, Section 2 of the Consti-
tution.

Section 4. All authorized political committees
wiIl, as a condition of authorization, make all names
of persons interested in campaigns avallable to the
Party Corresponding Secretary for inclusion in the
Party mailing tist. Any name provided by a committee
wilt not be denied to that commiLtee by the Party for
the duration of that committee's exlstence.

BYI,AW VII. AUTHORIEED POLITICAI COMMITTEES
Section 1. An authorized 1rclitical commlttee

for political campaigns must be endorsed by the State
Central Committee for any candidate endorsed by the
Party.

Section 2. The State Central Committee shall
ascertain that all authorized political committees meet
the following conditions:

(a) OnIy candidates endorsed by the Party are
financed by the committee.

(b) All officers of the committee are current
Party members, except that the treasurer rnay be a
certified public accountant or accounting firm.

(c) The committee makes financial reports avail
able to the State Central Commlttee upon request.

Section 3. For the purposes of this Bylaw,frauthorized political committee" means one which is
permitted access to the Party maillng list during, and
no longer than, the period of authorization and only on
behalf of such candidate, candidates, or activlties as
represented by the committee at the time of its author-
ization, unless otherwise provided for by the State
Central Committee.

Section 4. This By1aw shall apply to Libertar-
ian candidates for public office onIy.

BYLAW VIII. CONVENING OF THE JUDICIAI COMMITTEE
The State Central Committee may, by majority vote,

reguest the Judicial Committee to determine whether any
Party member has violated the pledge established by
Article rrl, Section 2 of the Constitution. ff four
members of the Judicial Committee determine that the
Party member has violated the Pledge, the Party member
is expelled from the PartY.

BYLAW IX. PARLIA}4ENTARY AUTHOBITY
The rules contained in the current edition of Rob-

eI!'E- Rules of Order, Newla Revjls-ed shall govern the
coTE-uffit-he state convention-in all cases to whlch
they are applicable and in which they are not incon-
sistent with the Constitution and these Bylaws.

The rules contained in the current editlon of Bob-
e4t's Rules of order, Negly Revised shall govern the
E6;-duct oT-sEtE-central committee meetings in atl
cases to which they are applicable and in which they
are not inconsistent with the Constitution, these By-
laws, and the Procedural Rules of the State Central
Committee.



LPI STATE CONVEI-ITION

April 2'7 , 28, 29

Will-owbrook Holiday Inn
Hinsdale

Ir1ark your calendar.
Donrt miss the big event.

r is it here?tst4

DAVID BERGLA}ID

MURRAY ROTHBARD

JII,T LEWIS

HO}IEY LANHAIT{

MARY RUWART

Plus many more,
includingr panels on

Alternative Education
and

Alternative Irtedicine .

from the SOTIIH SIDE by Joe Bast

The Hyde Park Llbertarlans met on February 14th to
dLscuse the toptc, "Is SocLallsm Impossible?" The
flfteen people presert heard Davld Ramsay Steele glve
a hal-f-hour talk and then engaged ln dLscusslon,

Steele began wlth a brlef hl-story of the terms
"socLallsm" and "conmunismr" showtng that from the
tLme the terms were first lnEroduced there has been
sharp dlsagreement about theLr meanlngs, both among
persotra sympathetl-c to the movement and those crl-tlcal
of lt. Steel-e proposed to deal- speclflcal-ly wlth
*Marxl-an Conmunlsmr' characterlzed by state ownership
of the mearrs of productlotr and central plannlng.

The strongest argument agaJ-nst thls klad of socJ-a1Lsm,
accordl-ng to Steele, ls the economlc cal-culatlon
argument. Iotroduced slmultaneously by LudwLg von
MLses, Hax Heber, and Boris Brutzkus, the argument Ls
essentlally thts: the cetrtral planners of an economy
need huge quantLtLes of lnformatlon concernlng
reaource costs and aval-Iablltty, productlon technL-
quea, labor supply, and demand; that informatl-on is
dLspersed among mllllons of buyers and sellers; the
market createa, contlnually adJusts, and dlstrl-buEes
(tn the form of prLces) thts lnformaLlon; ln the
absence of a market, thls informatlon wll-l not be
avatlable and hence central plannl-ng ls lmposstbl-e.

There have been three attempted replles to the ecorom-
l-c calculatl-on argument. The claesl-cal Marxist reply
ls that an hour of labor wllI be used as the uniE of
account in terms of whtch all other valuee can be
computed. But labor ls not homogenous, and iE seems to
be lmpossl-ble to asslgn a slngle value Eo lt. Labor
theory also dI-sregards unproduced factors (such as
natural resources or geographlc locatLon) and conse-
quently l-s not a complete aflswer. Flnally, by derivlng
values from costs, labor theory is puttl-ng the cart
before the horse; rather than answer the economic
questlon of what combl-natlon of factors most effl-
clently produces value, labor theory tmplies that

valtre foll-ows from one partlcular factor of produc-
tl-on.

The second attempted answer is what Steete referred to
as the "mLl-lLons of equatl-ons" approach, whereln lt 18
argued that wlth enough equatLoos and enough computers
all the necessary lnformation can be manlpulated. The
flaw ln thls reply ls that the problem is not merely
manlpulatlon (though even Ehls may be technl-cally
lmpossJ-bl-e), but the actual gereratlon of lnformatl-on.
Economlc lnformatlon does not exlst untll trade takes
place. In the absence of a market, there l-s no tnfor-
matLon to manLpulateI

The flnal- reply, formuJ-ated by economl-st 0skar Lauge
ln 1938, contends that economlc managers coul-d use
"notLonal prlces" ln average and marginal- cost analy-
sl-s to arrLve at optLmal- combinations of factors of
productlon, After a period of trlal aod error these
"notlonal prLces" would be adJusted to accurately
reflect relatlve values. But thl-s argument fails to
address the problero of valuing unique resources (a
dockyard ln a partl-cular place, a valuable piece of
machlnery), and managers isolated from market forces
would have no way of knowLng whether or rot they
assl-gned the correct "notional prtcesr" or in what
dlrectlon to move them. A1so, whL1e cost anal-ysls is a
descrlptLve model of optirnal resource all-ocatlon, lt
ls not an operatlve rule whl-ch managers could somehow
apply ln the absence of lnformation. Flnally, the
system Lange envl-sioned is hardly even soclalist ln
Ehe normal meaning of the term. It is tnstructLve to
note that no socLal-ist or communist country uaes
Langets method of management, not even Poland, rthere
Lange was chaLrmac of the Pollsh Economic CouncLl for
flve years.

******,c**************************************

Bergland for President and Givot for Senate
will only be on the ballot in fllinois if we
collect 30,000 petition signatures betr+een
FIay 9 and August 8.*********************************************
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