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by Kenneth Prazak
Kiss . Keep it slmple, stupid. Author, l-ec-
turer, economist, polj-tica1 prisoner, and
pied piper in the tax freedom movement, Irwin
Schiff has learned to apply this lesson well
to the sometimes complicated issues involving
economic freedom in this country. Schiff has
been fighting economic tyranny and the Inter-
na1 Revenue Service since 1972, when he wrote
his first book, THE BIGGEST CON: How the Gov-
ernment Is Fleecing You. Touring the country,
Schiff lectures to people yearning for free-
dom on the voluntary nature of the Income Tax.
He hasn't filed a standard Income Tax return
since 1972, nor any return since 1976.

Aproximately 150 people heard the message of
simplicity at the Chicago }4arriott Hotel Sun-
day, March 20, braving a Chicago spring snow
storm to get there. Long-time ta protesters,
as well as newcomers to the freedom fight,
listened and learned how important it is to
"Keep it simple."

In previous years, many lecturers on the tax
resistance circuit have delved into esoteric,
labyrinthene--albeit correct--theories on how
one can IegaIIy avoid paying income taxes.
These theories were hard to understand and
took vast amounts of time and research. But
the biggest problem with them was that their
complexity prevented an already blased jury
from understanding them and ruling on the
side of freedom. lf it reguires months of
study to understand a theory and its applica-
tion, how can one possibly convince a jury of
the validity of an argument based on it in an
hour or so?

Irwin Schiff, I believe, has come a long way
toward solving the problem. He says in his
Jectures and in his book, HOW ANYONE CAN STOP
PAYING INCOI4E TAXES, the Income Tax is based
on voluntary compliance, not mandatory com-
pliance. He provides a series of very con-
vincing quotes. "The Irs's primary task is
to collect taxes under a voluntary compliance
system." (Jerome Kurtz, Commissioner of fn-
ternal Revenue, Annual Report, 1980) "Our
tax system is based on indivj-duaI self-
assessment and voluntary compliance. " I"lorti-
mer Caplin, IRS Commlssioner, Internal Reve-
nue Audit Manual, 1975) "Each year American
taxpayers voluntarily file their tax returns
and make a special effort to pay the taxes
they owe." (Johnnie M. Walters, Internal Rev-
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enue 1040 Booklet, 1971) 'iour tax system is
based on voluntary assessment and payment,
not upon distraint." (Flora v. United States,
362 US 45)

The reason the Income Tax is voluntary is not
that the IRS and the Federal Government are a
bunch of nice guys, ds they would have us
'tfrint<,' but that the United States Constitu-
tion mandates that the Income Tax be volun-
tary. No one in this country can be compel-
led to follow any Iaw or adhere to any regu-
lation which violates his Constitutional
rights. The Fifth Amendment states, "No per-
son...shaIl- be compelled in any crimj,nal case
to be a witness against himself." The Su-
preme Court has ruled that, when filing a
1040 form, a person j-s waivj-ng his Constitu-
tional rights, that he is voluntarily filing,
and thus is subject to the tax and all the
penalties. Schiff points out that Americans
are heing tricked into filing and paying, and
thus are subject to aII the penalti-es by be-
ing intimidated into vol-unteering into the
system. As those who have e:q>erj-enced mili-
tary service know, donrt volunteer!

Very recently, in Federal District Court in
Chicagro, Schi-f f 's position stood the test of
trial i-n a "Willful FaiLure to Filerr case.
The defendant, Raymond Gar1and, having inde-
pendently arrived at the same conclusions as
Schiff , kept his defense si-mpIe and was found
j-nnocent of the charges by a jury of his
peers.

After laying the grroundwork on the voluntary
nature of the Income Tax, Schiff explained
how employees can stop the withholding of the
Income Tax by filing exempt on the W4 form.
It shouLd be noted that the IRS is arbitrari-
Iy levying $500 fines on some people who fill
out exempt on their W4 forms. Schiff said he
goes into detail in his newsletter on how to
stop the fines and how to combat the ones al-
ready levied. Basi-ca1ly, the w4 is an agree-
ment between the employee and the employer to
withhold or not to withhold taxes. The em-
ployer cannot be compelled to pay the tax on
the employeets wages, which is what the IRS
tries to intimidate employers into believing.
Once the employer understands that he is not
subject to the emplyee's tax, he is free to
honor the W4 exempt agreement.

Schiff also touched on the issue of tax liens,
declaring them to be extortionist. They are
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not signed by a judge, but by an IRS agent.
Schiff says the Sheriff of the county should
be notified of any extortion taki-ng place,
and he should throw the IRS agent in jai1.
Schiff says some extortionist IRS agents will
soon end up in jai1. This reporter will- keep
you posted.

A few caveats are in order. No fight with
the Federal Government is an easy one. One
must study the issues thorougrhly before chal--
lenging the government on the Income Tax.
frwin Schiff spent four months in jail (as a
political prisoner) after being found guilty
of Willful Failure to FiIe for l-972 and 1973.
He said that if he had known then what he
knows now about the nature of the Jncome Ta:i,
he never would have gone to jail. He said
the Secretary of the Treasury has yet to send
him a bill for any subsequent years (which is
what is required by l-aw if one doesn't' volun-
teer into the system), and that people who
don't fil-e don't receive bil1s. He wrote HOW
ANYONE CAN STOP PAYING INCOME TAXES Whilc iN
jai1, and has now sold over 150,000 copies.
He had to make E proUationary agreement to
get out of jaiI, he said when questioned by,
this reporter.

LETTERS tO thE EDITOR

Cl-ark/O'Keefe
It was disturbing to read Jim Johnston's
charge in the January ILLINOIS LfBERTARIALI
that "gathering enough signatures to submit
the issue to the judicial committee was met
with a barrage of venom from Alicia Cl-ark. * . "

If this were so r T would have to alter my
opinion of Alicia Clark and warn others of
such behavior in the hope that the publicity
would cause such venomous barrages to cease.
Accordingly, I wrote to Jim Johnston and ask-
ed that he supply me with the details of
Cl-arkts "barrage of venom" in relation to the
gathering of signatures to bring the O'Keefe
matter to the Judicial Committee. Knowing of
his meticul-ous attention to research and de-
tail--at least with regrard to Robertrs Rules
of Order--I felt sure that he would have such
details close at hand.

Flr. Johnston wrote back that "A1icia Clark's
internperate statements" could be discovered
i-n unspecified memos she wrote in the wake of
the OrKeefe firing, and that he was [outraged"
with the, again unspecified, "attempts on her
behalf to keep the issue from being settled
by the Judicial Committee."

But where is the answer to my question?
Where can he cite chapter and verse that
Alicia Clark made venomous remarks concerning
the gathering of signatures? Until- he can be
specific, and I don't believe that he can be,
there is no doubt in my mind that t"Ir. John-
ston owes an apology to Mrs. Clark and to the
readers of your newsletter for letting his
"outrage" spiIl over into apparently mali-
cious charges designed to damage Mrs. Clark's
rePutation. --David K. wal-ter

Natcom Representative, Region 14

Johnston Replies
First, ir t1pica1Iy harsh terms, ex-Chair
Anne lvlcCracken takes me to task for not hav-
ing expelled from the Party another ex-Chair,
Cissey Webb. The slanderous charge she makes
is that Webb is an anti-semite and a dirty
trickster. The charges are new but no less
absurd than previous ehargres she has l_eveted
at Webb and Jim Peron. Those who witnessed
the earlier ugliness will remember that it
\{as Peron, Dot Webb, who was supposedly the
anti-semite. Apparently, when McCracken de-
cides you are an enemy, you take on the imag-
ined attributes of al-l her other enemies. I
do not know what dirty tricks Webb has sup-
posedly perpetrated against l,lcCracken, but it
was not Webb's elevation to the National Par-
ty's Judicial Committee. I was greatly
pleased to place Webb's name in nominatj_on
for the Judicial Committee. McCracken, by
contrast, proposed her own name for that po-
sition and also spoke on her own behalf.
That Webb was el-ected and McCracken received
only two votes out of 153, attests to the fact
that McCracken is no lonqer able to attract
very much support to her poi-nt of view. The
only dirty trick there is what McCracken did
to herself.

The letter from Rick Harvey, while appearing
to be helpful, is really not. He admits that
he is not acquainted with the circumstances of
the O'Keefe firing, nevertheless asserts that
Clark probably has such authority. I4oreover,
he suggests that the correctness of the dis-
mi-ssal should be based on O'Keefe's compara-
tive performance statistics. As T explained
to him last year, the only established j-nsti-
tution available before the next national
convention to settle the dispute, was the Ju-
di-cial Committee. Indeed Harvey said he
could appreciate that my efforts were taken
in good conscience, given my understanding of
the options, even though he might not have
chosen the same course. I wish I could say
the same of Harveyrs recent letter. The rea-
son for my reservation, is that Harvey applied
for National Director position after Clark
fired O'Keefe from that job.

Now let me turn to Dave Walter's l-etter in
this issue of the ILLINOTS LIBERTARIAN, HC
wants chapter and verse concerning Clark's
personal attacks on other libertarians.
Clear1y, I am not going to repeat such unsub-
stantiated personal attacks here. Doing so
would only compound the injury. Instead, I
refer Walter to the memos which Clark di-ssem-
inated last summer to the Natj-onal Committee,
State Chairs, and newsletter editors in the
wake of the dismissal. In these memos, she
leveled charges against OrKeefe which caused
him to incur the expense of mailing out re-
sponses defending his good name. In one of
the memos, Clark also attacked Gillian Jewe1l,
the weII-Iiked computer operator who had per-
formed such dedicated service in the National-
Office. The charges were unverified third-
party hearsay accusing Jewell of misbehavior
when she resigned to protest the dismissal of
O'Keefe and the changing of the locks at the
National Office. CIearly Walter knew about
this because he received these memos.

(continued on Page 6)
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"f f s ffty personal opinion that the
world nowad.ays i.s sadly lacking in lead.ership."

TAX PROTEST DAY

Tax Protest demonstrations will be held at
many Post Offices the evening of April 15.
CaII your local contact person. In Chicago,
the North Side coordinator is Craig Al1en--
975-7298, Northwest its Dennis Constant--
87A-2555, and for the Western suburbs its Ed
Roth--968-5863.

Come to the rally in the Federal Building
Pl-aza , 23O S . Dearborn from II:OOam till
2;00pm. Ken Prazak is planning theatre skits
with the Founding Fathers discussingr "The
Second Revolution." There wiIl be signs and
LPI Tax Protest flyers to hand out. If you
work in the Loop but have a short l-unch hour,
you might want to consider taking comp time
or making other special arrAngements so you
can get to the ra1ly. PIan on being at the
Maj-n P.O. from 6:00pm ti11 midnight. Lots of
hands will be needed to carry si-gns and hand
out LPI literature.

You're the only Libertarian in town?--Join up
with a taxpayer group to put on a Protest.

FREEDOM AND THE FREEZE

Dan Shaw wrj-tes in the March,/April HAWAII
LIBERTARIAN, "Too often we think of freedom
as a fragile fl-ower which must be protected
for it to flourish. Instead, I say that
freedom is a contagious virus which must be
continually transmitted to new people lest it
die out. The nuclear freeze movement has
created a focus for people who are suscepti-
ble to new ideologies, and if we don't expose
them to l-i-bertarianism, they'11 come down
with something eIse."

In Chicago on Saturday, April 16, there will
be 'rAn evening on Nukes, Consciousness,
Thoughts, and Feelings. " The meeting will be
at the Second Unitarian Church, 656 w. Barry,
at 7:30pm. A video tape, "No Other Genera-
tions, r' with excerpts from a recent symposium
on Peace and Consciousness at Stanford Uni-
versity. The tape includes statements by Ram
Das, Patricia and Daniel E1lsberg, Ken Keyes,
and Hel-en Caldicott. After the tape viewing,
there will be a discussion led by Irwin Aloff
and music by Rob Kimes and N. K. Khalsa.
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IT WAS INEVITABTE TFIAT THE Crane
Machine would respond in some frenetic
way to the firing of National Director
Eric O'Keefe by National Chair Alicia
Ctark on August 8. The decisive ouster of
O'Keefe, and the subsequent resignation
of his staff at National Headquarters,
meant the loss of the Craniacs' major

foco in the national party. The Crane
Machine would now have to fall back on
the small handful ttf state parties that
they control, and even in some of these a

rebellion is brewing against their rule.*
To keep their fighting spirit and their
sense of outrage intact, the Machine de-
cided to use what it fblt to be its trump
card, its only national focrt still remain-
ing: the Judicial Committee.

The JudColrun is traditionally appoin-
ted by the NatCom at its first session, at
the end of the national convention, to last
until the next convention. Before 1981,
the JudCotnm's power was virtually lim-
ited to ruling during a convention on
petitions signed by 1O% of convention
delegates on whether or not a platform
plank or resolution violated the LP's

Statement of Principles. Generally, the

JudComm consisted of judicious, gray-

beard tlpes, and had little or nothing to
do. Thus, one year John HosPers and I
were on theJudComm together, andwe
were presented with but one question
about wtrether a proposed plank (I think
repudiation of the public debt) violated
the Statement, and we unanimouslY
agreed that it did not. All very gentle-
manly.

Unfortunately, in an action noticed by
no one amidst the dramatic issues and
conflicts at Denver, the 19St Conven-
tion passed an unprecedented Bylaw
change giving the hitherto quiescent

JudComm the absolute Power to Yeto

any action of the NatCom, upon receiv-
ing a petition signed by5"/" ofnational LP

members. And at the Denver NatCom
meeting, the one meeting at which the
Crane Machine exerted total power over
its tired and demoralized opposition,
the Craniacs managed to pack the Jud-

*Best estimates are that the Cranc Machinc only
controls selren state parties, with total delegates
of 125 out of 719 at the lgtt-l convention, for l7'/"
of the votc. These are Ala-ska, Arkrrsas, District of
Columbia (wherc Craniac employees arc con-
centrated), Kansas (thc Koch fiefdom), Ner+'

Jenset', Ncw York, and rdilisconsin ( the Leslic Key
mar.^hinc ). And rebcllit)rl\ arc rcgrtedly breu"ing
in their ru'o maior strongholds ttf Alirska and Ncu'
York.

Comm with third-rate young Machine
hacks, and not a judicious gra$eard in
the lot. Specifically, of the nineJudCoflun
members, Chairman Craig Franklin was
an independent non-Craniac, as wasJim
Clarkson andJohn Mason. The other six
were Crane tools, consisting of David
Boaz (a Crane employee), Tom Palmer
(long-time Crane Machine operative ),
Gary Greenberg, Cissey 'W'ebb, Frank
Hom, and Janet Nelson (Crane employee).

And so the response of the Crane Ma-
chine to the ouster of O'Keefe was (in
addition to a flurry of frenzied memo
randa) to circulate petitions across the
country taking the dismissal of the mar-
tyred O'Keefe to their kept JudComm.
In charge'of the p€tition effort was How-
ie Rich, Craniac straw boss on the Nat-
Com. By early December, they claimed
to have the necessary signatures, and
appealed to the JudComm on the basis
of Article 8, Section 12 of the new By-
Laws: "Upon appeal by 1"/" ofthe [Nation-
all Party members, theJudicial Commit-
tee shall consider the question ofwheth-
er or not a decision ofthe National Com-
mittee contravenes specified sections of
the Byl-aws. If the decision is vetoed by
the Judicial Committee, it shall be de-
clared null and t oid." Led byTom Palmer,
the maior Crane overseer on the Jud-
Comm, the Crane majority on the Jud-
Comm tried to push through a quick
decision overturning the ouster of
O'Keefe, and declaring the martyred
ex-National Director still the National
Director of the LP. They attempted to
rush this action through by meeting at
Orlando alongside thc NatCom meeting
on December 4-5, but their attempted
kangaroo court was blocked by Chair-
man Craig Franklin, who insisted on
proper judicial proceedings. As a result
of Franklin's insistence on due process,
the JudComm will not be able to com-
plete its action until late January or
February.

The C raniac iudComm ploY, however,
involves a series of irregularities, each
one of uthich makes any JudComm de-

cision illegal and invalid:
I ) Each signature would have to be

carefully checked to make sure ( a) that
every signatory is indeed a national mem-

ber, and (b) that they constitute 57" of
the total. And yet, the Crane Machine has

maintained that it doesn't have to check
the signatures with those on member'
ship cards, And it refuses to make the
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naflles of the signatories public to either
the National Secretary or the NatCom
itself. In short, Rich and his compatriots
are arrogantly demanding that we all
accept a pig in a poke: they claim to have
the signatories, but these are to remain
secret, since apparently Rich has prom-
ised some of the signatories their "right
of privacy." Indeed! Who in hell has ever
heard of a secret petition? Who ryer
heard of someone saying grandiosely:
"I have a thousand names here on this
petition, but I ca-n't reveal any of them
because it interferes with their right of
privacy''? The Richian pretension should
be treated for what it is: an ahsurd and
even grisly joke.

At Orlando, the NatCom voted to re-
quest that the JudComm turn over the
secret names to the secretary and to
itself, but there is so far no indication
that Rich or the JudComm will comply
with this request.

2 ) According to any reasonable inter-
pretation of Article 8, Section 12 of the
Bylaws, the complaining petitions must
cite concrete actions of the NatCom
which allegedly contravened specified
sections of the Bylaws. The Rich/Crane
petitions, however, do not do so. They
cite only actions of the National Chair
and not of the NatCom, they do not spe-

ci$ contraventions, and they only refer
to "discussion" ofAlicia's action without
speciSing the goal of such discussion.
Hence, the Richian petitions are invalid.

3 ) It is improper, in any proceeding
purporting to be "iudicial," for the iudges
to declare their decision in advance of
iurl' hcaring or having the case come be-
frrre thcm. Yet at least three of theJud-
Comm members, Craniacs all-Boaz,
I{orn, and Nelson- have already publicly
condemned the firing of O'Keefe as il-
legal. They therefore should recuse
themselves from any vote; they have not,
ofcourse, done so.

4 ) According to variouspadiamentar-
ians, part of the Denver election ofJud-
Comm members was invalid, because
many were elected by a plurality rather
than by a requisite maiority. One view is
that all elected except Franklin and
Clarkson are invali4 arrother is tlmt
Hom, Mason, and \T'ebb are invalid. Un-
fornrnately, a decree of invalidity was
withdrawn from the NatCom agenda at

Orlando.
5 ) Even if all the above points were set

aside for sake of argprment, theJudConun,
even under the new Bylaws, has abso-

lutely no power to cornrnand; all it can
do is to veto. At Ortando, the National
Committee reconfirmed the firing of
O'Keefe by an overwhelming vote of 17

to 3, with 9 abstentions. (At Billingt, it
had not done so directly. The Natcom

TheJudConrm Ploy
by Murray IV. Rothbard



had confirmed the right of Alicia Clark
to fire O'Keefe and had approved the
hiring of HoneyLanham in hisplace.) So

that ev€ri if the JudComm illegally de-
cides to veto the Billings actions, it can-
rrct dlso s€t aside the Orlando action at
the same time. In order to do so, the Cra-
niacs would have to getafiotfurpetition,
with 5% of member names signing it, and
present tbat new petition for another
JudComm hearing. Even if the member-
ship is willing to sit still for another
round of pestering for signatures, it is
doubtful whether the JudComm could
er/en hear the new petition before the
August convention, wtren the whole
atrafu will be moot.

It should be noted that even under the
ludicrous and absurd proposition of the
Crane Machine-that a twothirds vote
of the NatCom is needed to fire O'Keefe

-the Orlando vote meets that test, and
with plenty to qpare.

Despite this quadruple or quintuple
invalidity, reports are that Tom Palmer,
Craniac straw boss on theJudComm, has
set forth a "loose construction" ofJud-
Comm pov/ers that would make the
power-hungry John Marshall look like
a strict constructionist. According to
Palmer, once any field of discussion has
come under the official notice of the
JudComm, it has total, absolute, and un-
questionable power to interpret its oq/n
Ilosrers, and to interpret the Bylaws set-
ting forth such poq/ers.

It is absurd to think that libertarians
would sit still for aJudConun, this mere
creanrre of the NatCom inthe firstplace,
gettirig awfly with claims to absolute
pourer and total obedience. Having this
sort of minds€t, it is likely that the Cra-
niac maiority onJudComm will wentu'
ally declare all actions of the NatCom at
Billings and Orlando to be invalid. Itwill
proclaim the martyr O'Keefe to be past,
present, and eternal National Director
entitled to back pay, and perhaps ev€n
call upon Ms. Ianham to returnherback
salary to the LP.

tibertarians witl not sit still for a
shameless cory dbtat by a runaurayJu&
Comm any more than theywould for the
Supreme Court of the United States. If
the Crane/Palmer JudComri' should
make such a decision, there is only one
prop€r action for Alicia Clark and the
NatCom to take to ignore the illegal and
demented acts of a power-hungry Jud-
Comm and to go about their business
unperturbed. In effect, to say as Andrew
Jackson did of the Supreme Court:'John
Marshall has made his decisiofl; rrow let
him enforce it." If the NatCom takes this
firm and principled course, the Craniac

JudComm will fade away and take its
deserved place in the dustbin ofhistory.
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iIUDCOI'fi{ DECLARES

O I KEEFE FIRING NULL AIilD VOTD

by ,Jim Johnston

On February 26, the Judicial Committee decided by
a vote of 6-1-1 that the firing of National Direc-
tor Erj-c O'Keef e by Party Chair Alicia Clark was
"nuII and void ab initio from the beginning and
of no force or Erffi
It further recommended that "the Chair of the Par-
ty should not exceed her authority as provided for
in the Bylaws and should follow reqular procedures
as set forth by the, Bylaws and Robert's Rules of
Order, Newly Eyisec!. "

While the Judicial Committee felt that it was not
entitled to award damages for actions which were
either negligently or deliberately in violation of
the rules, it heve/theless observed that "other
institutional arrangements and the passion of lib-
ertarians for justice will he sufficient in this
regard. " This was an apparent reference to civil
court and the National- Convention which begins at
the end of August.

Despite the claim in a brief submitted by t5 mem-
bers of the National Committee (eergland, Franzi,
Evers, Rothbard, Hanson, Monroe, Pratt, HaII, Pil-
cher, Wdlter, Crussell, Emer1ing, Eddy, Bogel, and
Grant), the Judicial Committee voted unanimously
that it indeed had jurisdiction to take up the
question, according to a statement by Craig Frank-
Iin, Chair of the Commi-ttee. With the exception
of Pilcher, who was not a member of the National
Committee at the ti-me of the illegal firingr, all
of those trying to block the resolution of the
question had previously voted to uphold Clark's
action.

The members of the Judici-al Committee who joined
in the majority ruling drafted by David Boaz were
,Jim C1arkson, Frank Horn, Janet Nelson, Tom PaIm-
er, and Cissy Webb. Gary Geenberg abstained from
the vote and Craig Franklin voted against. John
Mason did not vote because of a mistake on the
part of Franklin, who provided the conference caII
operator with an incorrect phone number.

Greenherg and Franklin have drafted a minority re-
port which witl be made available along with the
majority report by the National Office. The fee
and the ordering instructions will he announced in
the next issue of the LP NEWS.

The response by the National Committee at its
meeting on March LZ was to adopt a job description
for the Party Chair which asserts, contrary to the
ruling by the,Judicial Committee, that she has the
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authority to dismiss the National Director.
l'loreover, the Nati-onal Committee selected
members for the Convention Committee on By-
laws and Rules (which wilt address the rela-
tionship betrrreen the officers and the Nation-
al Committee) and specifically excl,uded the
authors (,lule Herbert and I) of the brief
which persuaded the Judicial Committee to
rule the OrKeefe dismissal nuIl and void.
Apparently, a balanced disclssion of the re-
lationship, if it takes p1ace, will have to
be done on the convention f1oor.

A copy of the Judicial Committee ruling will
be sent without charge to Illinois Party mem-
bers who call 856-6553 during regular busi-
ness hours.

LETTERS (cont'd from p. Zl
One should reaJize that Walter is not exactly
a disinterested party in this regard. He not
only supported Clark's iI1egal firing of
OtKeefe, h€ tried to block resolution of the
questj"on by the Judicial Committee. Since
Wa1ter is raising questions I have one of mine
which he should answer. In the wake of the .

O'KeefE-firing, the national office was relo-
cated using 5900 in unbudgeted Party funds.
Even though Walter is the Chair of the Audit
Committee, there is as yet no report from him
on the details of that expenditure to the Na-
tional Committee even though the Party's By-
laws in Article I indicate that the National
Committee alone is vested with responsibility
for "the affairs, properties, amd funds of
the Party."

Finally, a r+ord about the anonymous l-etter
r+riter who is so fed up with the j-ntra-Party
controversies, that only dissociation from
the Party seems reasonable. I must admit
that the same thought has crossed my own mind
more than once. However, to this point I
have always rejected the idea. Why shoul-d I
give up and leave the Party in the hands of
those who flout the rules and then cover up
their indiscretions with slander against the
victims. It is sinply a cop-out to remain
aloof when controversies arise and not work
for resolution through institutions establish-
ed for that purpose. Libertarians of good
will must speak up when personal attacks are
being leveled. Otherwisg the silence lends
credence to the slander.
I am remj-nded of the words of Edmund Burke,
who said, "The only thing necessary for the
triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing." __Jim Johnston

I4EL DAFIL IN TRIB

Stephen Chapman's column j-n the CHICAGO TRIB-
BUNE Sunday, April 3, was about homosexuaJs
and the military. He reported Ivlel Dahl's
discharge from the Navy for statj-ng he is
gay, his "impeccable record," his lawsuit,
and his plan to walk from New York to San
Fransisco to raise funds for the leagal bat-
tle. He proceded to demolish the Navyrs ar-
guments re the "security risk'r of an openly-
admitted-homosexual and "other dangers cited
by the Navy which are more vague." He con-

cluded with, "...the ban on gays looks less
like hard-headed realism than blind preju-
dice. "

Tina and Jim Johnston are heading up an ef-
fort to raise $2,500 for Me1 is Iegal fund.
Ca1I ilim at 856-6553 during business hours to
pledge your contribution.

EDITORIAJ,

Article 9 of the Bylaws assigns to the
cial Committee the responsibitity "for
ing appeals regarding...(d) voiding of
tj-onal Commi.ttee decisions (Article I
tion 12) "

Judi-
hear-
Na-
Sec-

Artj-c1e 8, Sectj-on LZt "Upon appeal by 5% of
the Party members, the Judicial Committee
shall consider the guestJ-on of whether or not
a decision of the Natlonal Committee contra-
""-""" =o*lri"a *ffit-f" eyI*". rf
the decision is vetoed by the Judicial Com-
mittee, it shal1 be declared null and void.,'

The petition: "Being a member in good stand-
ing of the national Libertarian Party, I
hereby petition the Judicial Committee to
take up the question of whether or not the
August 8, 1982 dismissal of the NationaL Dir.-
ector should be voided as provided for 1n
Art. 8. Sec. LZ of the Bylaws of the Liber-
tarian Party."

The petition 1) does not state the decision
of the Natcom petitioners are appealing to
the JudCom, and 2l does not specify which
sections of the Bylaws petitioners belj-eve
were contravened by the unidentified decision
of the NatCom. The "dismissal of the Nation-
aI Director" was an action taken by the Chair.

I belj-eve Ji-m Johnston is a man of good will
who has honorable intentions. However, some-
thinq strange seems to happen when he talks
about this subject. Insistent a.s he is that
rules be followed, he seems to become pecu-
liarIy ignorant of a fundamental set of rules
which make civilized discourse possible, I
am referring to the basic rules of language.
Words have meanings. An otherwise rational,
articulate, and sometimes eloguent man, Jim
turns into a veritable Humpty Dumpty when the
Clarkr/O'Keefe I'controversy't comes up.

The petitlon does not meet either of the two
requirements given in Bylaws B:9 for a "gues-
tion" to be considered by the JudCom. It is
devoid of meaning so far as that "rule" of
the Party is concerned. Jim, apparently
blind to this obvious fact, enthusi-astically
cj.rculated the petition instead of rewriting
it to conform to the "rule" before sending it
abroad.

I received Alicia Clark's mailings (f did not
receive any from Eri-c O'Keefe). Bel-ow I
quote the I'calumny'r Alicia heaped upon Eric.

From her August 9 news release: "Clark speci-
fied that she considered him O'Keefe a
'dedi-cated Libertarian activist, r but she op-
posed O'Keefers failure to provide office sup-
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port for Libertarian Party
and fund raising and his 1
to many State Party org,ani
so stressed that O'Keefe h
ed to aid the work of and
sions of Libertarian Natio
committees, ds well as som
of the National committee.

internal education
ack of assistance
zations. Clark aI-
ad repeatedly fail-
i-mplement the deci-
na1 Committee Sub-

: important goals

From Alicia's September 2l memo: ,,During the
tj-me I worked with Mr. O'Keefe f supported
and encouraged all his ba1lot drive and cam-
paign activities. f am and have been enthusi-
astic about helping all states that needed it
to make the ballot. The problem with Mr.
OrKeefe was that he was not taking good care
of other duties of the Natl, Director: admi_ni-
strati-on, fi-nances and support of other impor-
tant policies, goals and programs of the
Party.

"Since his discharge he has said very clearly
in his letters and elsewhere that from the
time I was elected Chair he was opposed to
the plans and ideas I presented during my
candidacy for Chair, ideas and plans that
were supported by a majority of the delegates
to the National Convention and a majority of
the members of the National Committee.

"The honest thing for him to do would have
been to resign and explain why. Not to pre-
tend for eleven months to be working with the
Chair while trying to obstruct the Chair,s
plans to help the State Parties, to raise mo-
ney for the LP, to increase the membership,
and to establish and expand an fnternal Edu-
cational Program.

"Again, the issue i-s a simple one. Shal-l- the
Lp follow the wishes of the majority or the
policies of an employee?"

When Al-icia took office, the Party was very
much in debt. By August, 1982, the debt had
been reduced by approximately 6%. In the next
seven months, with Honey Lanham serving as Na-
tional- Director, the debt was reduced by 4O%.
Now what is slanderous about saying Erj-c did
not perform in the area of finances and fund
raising?

Here is Alicia's "attack" on Gill-ian Jewell:
"In relation to Ms. Gil-l-ian Jewe11, the com-
puter operator and Liberty Services employee,
she says that I tried to force her to sign a
contract. I wonder how anybody calling by
telephone from Los Angeles, Ca., can force
another individual in Washington, D.C., to
sign anything. I was interested in l,ls. JeweII
conti-nuing as the computer operator either as
a Liberty Services or as an LP employee, with
or without a contract, not because she was the
only one who could operate the computer, as
this was not totally true, but because she has
been a hard-worki-ng, dedicated libertarian.',
AIicia then described cillianrs behavior on
August 9.

Jim ssays "unverified third-party hearsay't
(sic). Alicia was there. Perhaps Jim woul-d
like a sworn statement from George Burns
"verifyingI the eye-witness report.

"Webb was elected and McCracken received only

two votes out of 153" i-n Jim's letter calIs
for some clari-fication, There were 22 candi_-
dates. The I who were elected got from 10 to
13 votes each (Cissy got 10), for a total of
89. The 14 who were not elected got from I
to 9 votes each, for a total of 64.

I am annoyed that I have succumbed to wasting
time on thj-s busy-ness, but I believe an
amended version of Burke's statement is true
--and applicable. ',The only thing necessary
for foolishness to prevail is for reasonable
people to tolerate it. "

LPI STATE CONVENTION AND ANNUAT MEEITII{G

Priday Open House--5:00 to I0:00pm. Cocktail
party, etc. Bring your friends and get help
with converting them.
Saturday, Day--workshops, panel discussions,
and debate. Hear from, discuss ideas and
strategy with some of the best.
Saturday, Evening--cocktail party and banquet.
Roger lrtcBride , 19'76 Libertarian presidential
c'andidate, will- be the keynote speaker.
Sunday, Morning--breakfast with Dave No1an,
cofounder of the national Libertarian Party.
Sunday, 10:30 to 4:30--Annual meeting of the
Libertarj-an Party of III-inois. Election of
officers, consideratj-on of proposed Constitu-
tion and Bylaws changres (published j-n March
ILLfNOIS LIBERTARIAN), and selection of DeIe-
gates to Presidential lifominati-ng Convention
in New York August 29 to September 5.
TO VOTE, you must be a member in good standing
(have signed the pledge and your dues are cur-
rent) as of April 15. You must also be there
at 10:30am to be certified eligibte to vote,
or give a signed proxy to a member who will
be there and who holds no more than one other
proxy.
If you wish to run for office, you must
notify the Secretary, Pat Natschke, i-n writ-
ing of your candidacy by April 15.

CLOWES ENDORSED BY HERALD

"'I'hree candidates are vying for two seats on
the Mount Prospect Park Board.

"For the first seat, w€ strongly endorse
write-in candidate George Clowes, who would
emphasize more careful planning and would
work to control costs. Clowes is justifiably
critical of the way the park district is go-
ing about rebuilding the Lions Park Poo1. He
echos the concerns of many residents who be-
lieve that the districtrs plans were based on
inadaquate information and that the project
has become too grandiose. If elected, h€
would take a careful, studious approach to
park j-ssues--a quality that many Mount Pros-
pect resisdents say is lacking on the current
board. "
--Editorial, The DAILY HERALD, Ivlarch 28,I983

The editorial- continued with a paragraph of
instructions for how to write in George's
name so the vote will be counted.

7



from thE EDITOR'S DESK

I'IIilTENTIONAI COMMUNITIES: What has been
learned?" is the title of a symposium planned
by the Chicago PJanetary Initi-ative Council
for Saturday, April 16. For more information
catl Bob McCle1len--312/864-2272.

NORTH SIDE LIBERTARIAII STUDY GROUP wi]l- be
discussing environmental issues at its April
24 meetitg. The topics will include privati-
zation of commons, Pol-lution-engendered torts,
chemical and nuclear waste disposal, and im-
posed risk controversies.

THE IIWISIBLE HAItrD (subtitle: How free trade
is choking the life out of America) is a book
being peddled by Kroch's & Brentanors - Its
author, J.I. olnik, has received high praise
from top echelon people in Dan River, Inc.,
the Apparel Flanufacturers Association, the
Shipbuilders Council of America, the -AmericanSugarbeet Growers Association, and of course,
the Internati-onal Ladies Garment Workers
Union.

CoRRECTION: In the last issue I reported that
Alicia Clark had announced she will run for
reelction as National Chair. She has not
said she will run again-

300 WORD LIIvIIT--Beginning with the May issue,
letters to the editor in excess of 300 words
will not be published.

LPI TRADING POST

by Pat Natschke

As Libertarians we espouse free trade and the
f ree exchange of j-deas among people. We want
to bring our message to as many people as
possible. It takes somethinq special to draw
non-Libertarians to an outreach event: a
speaker, a movie, a tape, or a sIj-de presen-
tation. A local cLub or an individual member
might want to sponsor an outreach event, but
need hetp in finding a suitabl-e program; or
maybe a study group would like to borrow ma-
terials for thei-r own use.

The success of the Rockford Libertarian club
with outreach programs featuri-ng speakers Tom
Verkuilen and Steve Nelson inspired Kathy
Kelley, LPI Treasurer, to suggest that a
trading post column be published regularly in
the ILLINOIS LIBERTARIAI.{, Jisting available
assets of local clubs and individuals and re-
guests for materials. The purpose of the
column will be for information exchange. Ne-
gotiation of loans or trades will be conduc-
ted privately by the parties involved.

If you have anything that might be considered
a Libertarian-rel-ated asset, or need of one,
ptease send a description or a request with
the name, address, and phone number of the
perscn to contact to the ILLINOIS LIBERTAR-
IAIiI. Watch for the new column.
Ed.: Here it is.

LP/lO CONVENTION RECORDINGS. .Kathy Kelley has
the whole set, including talks by Rothbard,
D. Friedman, both Ctarks, Randolph, O'Keefe,
and many others. Some are the theoretical,
and many others. Some are theoretical, some
action oriented. CaIt Kathy or write her at
3220 Louise St., Rockford 61103.

"vfE HOLD THESE TRUTHS"..Pat Peterson has a
I6mm copy, Ca1I or write him at 1287 Spring
Valley Dr., Carol Stream 60187.

SPEAKERS,.no specific offers, but most Liber-
tarians only have to be asked. Don't be shy.

LPH I{INS F'IRST HALF OF VICTORY

Lobbying efforts of the Libertarian Party of
Hawaii have won passage in the State Senate b
by a vote of 22-3 of a bill which, if passed
by the House, will give the Party baIIot sta-
tus for 10 years. The current requirement
for retaining ballot status is getting ten
percent of the vote for an LPH statewide can-
di-date. If the new bill becomes law, any
party which qualifies for baIlot status in
three consecutive elections will automatical-
1y retain it for ten years. The party could
then requalify by filing petitions signed by
one percent of the registered voters.

The bill was sponsored by Democratic State
Senator NeiI Abercrombe. Are IlIinois Liber-
tarians willing to seek out such a sponsor in
the Tllinois General AssemblY?

B

"fl-he novel) which exposes public
'education' for the fraud it really is-
a coercive institution of indoctrinatiofl,"
says Alicia Patti for Libertarian Digest.

Why can't students think? WhY do
they drop out? ttlrhy does the govern-
ment encourage this? And what
is the solution?

Discover the answers in this Paced,
incisive, controversial novel about a
fearless teacher who attempts to teach
by igniting THE FIRE WlTHlN.

Send $6.43 (or Visa/MC #) to:

Books For All Times, lnc-
Box 2
Alexandria, VA 22313

IIIETIRE|'//ITIIIN
htl lw hevid



RAND DEVOTEE WINS TAX F'IGHT

by Kenneth Prazak

Raymond Garland, a 44 year-oId freedom fight-
er and insurance salesman from Sycamore, I1-
li-nois, won a couragous court battl-e lvlarch 9
when a jury of his peers found him not guilty
of Wi11fu1 Failure to Fil-e an lncome Tax Re-
turn for the years 1-976 through L919. Gar-
land, actingr as his own counsel, convinced
the jury that filing a tax return is volun-
tary. Jury verdicts in criminal trials are
not appeal-ahIe.

Garland demonstrated to the jury that the L971
1040 Instruction Bookl-et states that U.S.
citizens voluntarily pay their taxes every
year. He then showed a 1982 return which pro-
vides a space to voluntarily pay to reduce
the national debt. He asked the jury, rrWhat

is to prevent the government from going after
you in the future for not voluntarily paying
to reduce the national debt?" Garland also
said the Income Tax is based on voluntary
compliance to insure a citizen's Constitu-
tional right not to be a witness against him-
self. He also asserted his Ninth Amendment
right to privacy. Garland says he would be
willing to file an Income Tax return if the
government could shorri him how to do so with-
out waiving any of his Constitutional rights.

Ray Garland, acting as hi-s own attorney,
quite possibly has exploded a popular myth
perpetrated by lawyers ( to promote their own
f inancial enhancement? ) , "A person acti-ng as
his own lawyer has a fool for a c1ient." By
going Pro S€, Garland was able to project the
sincerity of his belj-efs in the opening and
closing arguments. That would be impossible
if an attorney represented him' Garland told
this reporter he doesn't see how a jury could
rule any other way but to aquit a sincere and
honest person.

Garland, whose two favorite books are THE
FOUNTATNHEAD and ATLAS SHRUGGED, said he wan-
ted to be a writer when he was young so he
could "write the truth about 1ife. " After he
came across the writings of Ayn Rand, though,
his yearning to be a wri-ter left him. He

thought all he would be able to do would be
to plagiari-ze her.

Garland has declined interviews with "Sixty
Minutesrr and the "Phi1 Donahue Show" because
he doesn't want to sanction the manipulative
nature of those programs. Asked about the
Libertarian Party, h€ said he doesn't believe
in political parties since forming a political
party, by definition, reguires compromise of
personal principles. Along these same philo-
sophical lines, h€ added that he has no in-
tention to write any books because, being a
growingr person, he doesn't want to risk being
enslaved to his own previous writings. Gar-
land also isn't a member of any rrtax protest"
grroups.

Garland says he is ready if the government
decides to go after him for any other years
he hasn't fited.---Howard Roark would be
proud.

CALENDAR

BOLINGBROCK STUDY GROUP--7pm alternate Sun-
days--Anne McCracken 3L2/739-624O .

COOK COUIilTY SOUTH--Bpm every Tuesday, Ida
Noyes Hall, l4l-4 E.59th St., Chicago--Tim
Griffin 445-5296.

ILLINOIS VALLEY LIBERTARIAN ASSOCIATION__
3pm second Sunday, 725 E. Kansas, Peoria--
Scott TiIlrnan 382-2892.

KANE COUNTY LIBERTARTAN CLUB--7:3Opm first
Wednesday, St. CharJes Savings and Loan, St.
Charles--Pat Schultz 426-9187.

LAKE COUNTY LIBBRTARIANS--fOUTth SUNdA
pot luck supper , 7 i 30pm discussion--Bi
3L2/662-39s9.

LIBERTARIAII CLUB OF DU PAGE--8pm first and
second Mondays, College of DuPage , followed
by Cafe Discussion at Alfie's Restaurant;
Bpn last Wednesday, Don Parrishrs house--
Pat Peterson H.830-8468, O.832-3130.

IvICHENRY COUNTY LIBERTARIAN CLUB--7PTN thiTd
Thursday, Branded Steak House, Crystal Lake--
Joan Jarosz 658-6335 or Steve Garcia 639-8112

NORTH COOK COUNTY LIBERTARTA].T PARTY--7PM SEC-
ond Sunday; STUDY GROUP--?pm fourth Sunday--
Ray 472-1536 or Stephen 883-5199.

NORTHWEST COOK COUNTY LIBERTARIAN ORGANIZA.
TfON--meeting dates vary; meetJ-ngs and par-
tj-es are combined with political activity--
Rich Suter 736-9572.

PRAIRI ELANDS LIBERTARIAN ASSOCIATION--4pm
first Sunday, 1501 N. SchooI, Normal--Bob
Johnston 452-1219.

ROCKFORD AREA LIBERTARfANS --7 :30pm first
Wednesday--shaune Stork 885-3014.

INCLUDE ME

ng
6pm
Ki

Y,
I1

AS
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(

(

a
)
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)

Regular member of LPI
Student member of LPI
National member

of the Libertarian PartY
ILLINOIS LfBERTARTAN SUbSCTibCT
Donor

s 20.00
s 10.00

Address

Ci tY,zS LaLe/Zt

Phone (day) ( eve. )

(for members only): "I hereby certify that I
do not believe in or advocate the initiation
of force as a means of achieving political or
socia1 goals. "
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$ r0.00
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Libertarian Party of Illinois. ., .3L2/894-8680
P.O. Box 313, Chicago, IL 60690

Libertarian Party National Headquarters
2139 Wisconsin Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007... 2O2/ 333-8209

LPT OFFICERS

Chair: Gerry Walsh . . .3 L2/894-8580
Vice Chair, N: Dave Kelley ...8L5/877-96O5
Vice Chair, S: Scott Til-Iman .3O9/ 382-2A92
Secretary: Pat Natschk€r o r . .... . .3L2/777-43L4
Treasurer: Kathy KeIIey ..815,/877-9605

LOCAL CONTACTS

Cook County, Ni Ray Birks 3L2/472-1536
Cook County, NW: Rich Suter ..312/736-9572
Cook County, Si Tim Griffin ..3L2/445-5296
Cook County, S Suburban:

Doug vanderploeg .312/596-9058
DeKalb County: Michael Stack.. +. .8L5/ 758-I165
DuPage County: Pat Peterson..... .3L2/830-8468
Kane County: Pat Schultz .3L2/426-9I87
Lake County: Bill King .......3L2/662-3959
McHenry County: Bill Baruth ..8l-5/455-4494
Winnebago County: Bob Salberg 815/544-3547
Bloomington,/Normal Area :

Bob Johnston .... .3O9/452-12L9
Carbondale Area: Geoff Nathan 6J.8/549-0106
Champaign/Urbana:

Carlisle Trimble .217/359-0767
Illinois Valley Area (Peoria):

Scott Tillman 309/382-2892
Quad Cities (Rock Isl-and):

Pennie Tebockhorst ...3O9/764-0034

the ILLINOIS LIBERTARIAN
822 Thacker, Des Plaines, IL 60016
3L2/ 297 -82t9
Editor: Lyn D. Tinsley

The ILLINOIS LIBERTARIAN is published monthly
by the Libertarian Party of IIlinois. Opin-
ions expressed in articles do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Party. permission
granted to reprint or quote from articles
with appropriate credit ( the ILLINOTS LIBER-
TARIAN and the author).

Subscription: $I5/year, free to Party members.
Please send subscription orders and Party
memberships to Libertarian Party of IIIinois,
P.O. Box 313, Chicago, IL 60690.

Contri-butors: Articles, l-etters, book reviews,
photos, and activi-ties reports are invited.
Double-spaced, typed mss. are appreciated.
Please send contributionq ads (with payment),
and all other correspondence to the ILLINOIS
LIBERTARIAN editorial office, 822 Thacker,
Des Pl-aines , IL 50016 .

Advertisinqr: The cost of ads in the ILLINOIS
LIBERTARIAN is a tax-deductible business
expense. Advertisements in the newsletter
help to pay printing and postage costs.
What better way to help the Libertarian
cause than by adverising your product or
service to a Libertarian readership? PIease
write or call the editor for a copy of our
ad rate sheet,

Donations: If you have nothing to advertise,
you might want to consider a direct contri-
bution to thc ILLINOIS LIBERTARIAN. PASI
contrihutors have made it possible for mem-
bers to receive some issues of the news-
Ietter by first class maiI.

Di re ctory

OTHER CONTACTS

Educational Director:
Anne l"IcCracken.. .... .3L2/739-624O

Judicial Committee: Don Parri-sh. . 312/852-2844
North Side Study Group:

Stephen C. Boydstun..... .3L2/883-5199
Speakers Bureau:

Bonnie Kaplan, , . . . . .3LZ/647-8684,842-59I1

LTBERTARIAIiT PARTY OF ILLINOIS ANMJAL MEETING

Tt're LPI 1983 Annual Meeting will be held at
the Bismarck Hotel, L71 W, Randolph, Chicago
on May 15 from 10:30am to 4:30pm. You must
be there to vote, or send a signed proxy with
another member ( Iimi-t 2 proxies per proxy
holder). There is no mail balloting.

the ILLINOIS LIBERTARIAN
822 Thacker Street
Des Plaines, IL 60016
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The issue is FREEDOM. The time is NOW.
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