
Sunday, June 4, 2023 at 7 p.m.

Before these, we will be holding 
our first LPNY Activist Forum, 
on Thursday, May 18, 2023 at 
7 p.m. via Zoom. These will be 
monthly forums held on differ-
ent days and times each month 
so as to give more people the op-
portunity to attend. 

At these forums, we are asking 
county leaders and candidates 

to talk about their activites and 
needs and we will also be intro-
ducting the LPNY Activist Hand-
book for new volunteers to learn 
how to get involved. We will 
also have featured speakers at 
most of these meeting to talk on 
a variety of topics. For the first 
one, LPNY 1st Vice-Chair Duane 
Whitmer will talk about the State 
of Defiance.

Petitioning for 2023 local offices 
is underway across the state. We 
have several Libertarian candi-
dates petitioning to get on the 
ballot. The filing dates are May 
23-30, 2023 and it is not too late 
to start petitioning if you would 
like to run.
 

Libertarian candidates in New 
York will need to run under the 
independent petitioning guide-
lines, since the New York State 
government took away our bal-
lot access. As a result, candidates 
will need signatures from 5% of 
the number of votes for governor 
in the 2022 election in their dis-
trict to get on the ballot. Many 
county Board of Elections have 

this information available on 
their website.

If you are interested in running 
and need assistant, please reach 
out to the Libertarian Party of 
New York for guidance. When 
the petitions are filed, we will 
give a report on the candidates 
who have successfully petitioned 
to get on the ballot. 
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Since the beginning of this State 
Committee term, the Executive 
Committee has been working to 
rebuild the infrastructure of the 
LPNY and get people into direc-
tor positions to more widely dis-
tribute tasks to more people.

Over the next few months, the 
implementation of these ideas 
will begin as we finalize our in-
frastructure rebuild.

There are couple of business 
meetings coming up — the LPNY 
Executive Committee will meet 
on Sunday, May 21, 2023 at 7 
p.m. The next meeting of thefull 
State Committee will meet on 

LPNY ACTIVIST FORUMS BEGIN MAY 18
by Andrew Kolstee

LPNY Chair
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HELP US PASS A3312
This bill will lower the ballot access thresholds back to 
the previous standards: the number of votes needed to 
get ballot access to 50,000 (from 130,000 or 2%), and 

lower the petition signature requirement for a
statewide office to 15,000 (from 45,000). Contact your 
representatives in the New York State Legislature and 

ask them to support this bill!

Nearly 6 months after the 2022 
election, I am still working to get 
the full count of write-in votes. 
More recently, I have received 
the results from Dutchess Coun-

ty.

They are not complete, but it 
gives us more information. For 
Governor, Larry Sharpe recieved 
62 votes and Howie Hawkins 
received 15 votes. Another 38 
votes are unknown. For Comp-

troller, William Schmidt re-
cieved 17 votes and 13 votes are 
unknown. For Attorney Gener-
al, Sean Hayes received 17 votes 
and 18 votes are unknown. For 
U.S. Senator, Thomas Quiter re-
ceived 14 votes and 15 votes are 
unknown.

2022 WRITE-IN RESULTS: DUTCHESS COUNTY
by Andrew Kolstee

LPNY Chair

If you are not active in the LPNY 
and want to get involved more, 
we encourage you to attend. An 
important point is that we are 
going to be urging people to get 
involved locally, as that is where 
the grassroots activism starts. If 
your county is not organized an 

an affiliate, we encourage Lib-
ertarians to get together, set a 
goal of what they would like to 
see change in their county, and 
organize. The activism will hap-
pen before a formal affiliate, 
the business side of the party, 
is formed. Once a core group of 

Libertarians are ready, then it 
will be a great time for forming 
an official affiliate where you can 
accomplish more with fundrais-
ing, a committee structure, and 
utilizing resources of the LPNY. 

LPNY ACTIVIST FORUMS BEGIN MAY 18
(continued from page 1)
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ALBANY
CONVENTION:

TBD
at the Warehouse Grill & BBQ 
(219 Wolf Road, Albany, NY)

CONTACT:
Jay Carr, Chair

carrsgarage@protonmail.com
Justin Carman, Vice-Chair

jcarman@lpny.org

ALLEGANY
CONTACT:

Jame VanDewalker,
County Contact

jvandewalker@lpny.org

LEARN MORE:
fb.com/AlleganyCountyLP

CHAUTAUQUA
The CCLP held its 100th meeting 
on May 4, 2023. meetings will be 
held in person at the Lakeview 
Hotel and Restaurant in May-
ville moving forward. Follow us 
on Facebook and/or join the 
emial list for the latest.

NEXT MEETING:
Thurs., June 1, 2023 @ 6:30 PM

Lakeview Hotel & Resturant
Mayville, NY

and Zoom
(first Thursdays)

CONTACT:
Len Morlock, Chair

lmorlock@lpny.org
Andrew Kolstee, Secretary

akolstee@lpny.org

CHAUTAUQUA. cont.
LEARN MORE:

www.chautauquaLP.org
fb.com/chautauquaLP

CHEMUNG
NEXT MEETING:

Tues., June 13, 2023 at 6 PM
at Ill Eagle Taphouse

(2nd Tuesdays)

TRIVIA NIGHT:
Wed., May 24, 2023 at 6:30 PM

at Ill Eagle Taphouse
(4th Wednesdays)

CONTACT:
Craig Colwell, Chair

ccolwell@lpny.org

LEARN MORE:
lpchemung.org

CHENANGO
Chenango LP Chair Tom Quit-
er is running for Guilford Town 
Supervisor. Contact him to get 
involved. 

CONTACT:
Tom Quiter, Chair

tquiter@lpny.org

COLUMBIA
NEXT MEETING:

Wed., May 17, 2023 @ 7 PM
Claverack Free Library

and Google Meet
(third Wednesdays)

COLUMBIA, cont.
CONTACT:

Scott Hoskins, Chair
scottdhoskins@gmail.com

CLINTON
CONTACT:

Zachary Remian,
County Contact
zremian@lpny.org

(518) 310-6664

DUTCHESS
NEXT MEETING:
Held 3rd Saturdays

Time/Location Varies

 CONTACT:
Catrina Rocco, Chair

DCLPChair@outlook.com

ERIE
NEXT MEETING:

TBD
Held Monthly via Zoom

CONTACT:
Duane Whitmer, Chair

chairman@eriecountylp.org

FULTON
NEXT MEETING:

Sat., May 20, 2023 at 4 PM
Google Meet

CONTACT:
Michael Long,

Acting Chair/Secretary
mlong@lpny.org
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KINGS (BROOKLYN)
NEXT MEETING:

Tues., May 16, 2023 at 3 PM
@ Fourth Avenue Pub

76 4th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11217
(third Tuesdays)

CONTACT:
Matthew Morgan, Chair

matthewisaiahmorgan@gmail.com

LEWIS
CONTACT:

Christopher Lyndaker,
County Contact

lyndaker2020@gmail.com

MADISON
CONTACT:

Mark Braiman, Chair
mbraiman@lpny.org

MONROE
Contact the Monroe County Lib-
ertarian Party for meeting link.   
We also have monthly social 
meetings that you don’t want to 
miss.  There is also Google Group 
for announcements.

NEXT MEETING:
Thurs., June 1, 2023 @ 7 PM

(first Thursdays)

CONTACT:
Steve Becker, Chair

drsbecker@aol.com

LEARN MORE:
monroecountylp.org

MONTGOMERY
CONTACT:

Barbara Neznek, Chair
belle51062@msn.com

NASSAU
NEXT MEETING:

Thurs., June 8, 2023 at 7 PM
@ Landmark Diner

(2nd Thursdays)

CONTACT:
Jon Gunther,

Executive Committee Chair
jonguntherlibertarian@gmail.com

Blay Tarnoff,
County Committee Chair

LPNY@eblay.com

NEW YORK (MANHATTAN)
NEXT SOCIAL EVENT:

Held 4th Tuesdays

CONTACT:
Rebecca Lau, Chair

laurebeccas@gmail.com

ONEIDA
CONVENTION:

Mon., May 22, 2023 at 6 PM
Woodland Farm Brewery
6002 Trenton Rd., Utica

CONTACT:
Keith Redhead,
County Contact

kredhead@lpny.org

ONONDAGA
NEXT MEETING:

Wed., May 17, 2023 at 6 PM
@ Rail Line

530 S. Clinton St., Syracuse

CONTACT:
Shawn Hannon, Chair

hannon.shawn@gmail.com

ORANGE
CONTACT:

Juan Ayala, Chair
livefree@juanrayala.com

ORLEANS
CONTACT:

Ajay Butcher, Chair
ajaybutcher76@gmail.com

OTSEGO
CONTACT:

Wilson Wells, Chair
wilsonwells11@gmail.com

Dylan Harris, Secretary
oldschoolaccord@hotmail.com

PUTNAM
NEXT MEETING:

Thurs., June 8, 2023 at 7 PM
at McCarthy’s

374 Route 52, Carmel, NY 10512
(2nd Thursdays)

CONTACT:
Bill O’Donnell, Chair
billod10704@gmail.com



6 | MAY 2023

QUEENS
CONTACT:

John Clifton, Chair
mrjclifton@yahoo.com

NEXT MEETING:
Sat., May 13, 2023

OBA Grill
104-02 Metropolitan Ave.,
Forest Hills, Queens, NY

(2nd Saturdays)

RENSSELAER
Since October 2022, the Rens-
selaer County Libertarian Party 
has been collecting food items 
and monetary donations to give 
monthly to StreetSoldiers Rens-
selaer.

NEXT MEETING:
Wed., June 7, 2023 at 6:30 PM
Alexis Diner, North Greenbush

(first Wednesdays)

CONTACT:
Jennifer O’Connor,

County Contact
joconnor@lpny.org

RICHMOND (STATEN ISLAND)
CONTACT:

Susan Overeem Cummings,
Chair

susanovereem@gmail.com

SARATOGA
CONTACT:

Naz Garabedien, Chair
nazareth.garabedian

@lawsonproducts.com

SCHOHARIE
CONVENTION:

TBD

CONTACT:
Lora Newell, Chair

lnewell@lpny.org

SUFFOLK
CONTACT:

George Ostrowski, Chair
gtostrowskijr@msn.com

TIOGA
CONTACT:

Sara Price, Chair
sprice@lpny.org

Rich Purtell, Vice-Chair
rpurtell@lpny.org

ULSTER
NEXT MEETING:

Mon., June 12, 2023 at 6:30 PM
Hickory BBQ, Kingston, NY

(second Mondays)

CONTACT:
Cipriana Costello, Chair
ciprianacostello@gmail.com

LEARN MORE:
www.UlsterLP.org

WARREN
CONTACT:

Steve Greene,
County Contact
sgreene@lpny.org

WASHINGTON
CONTACT:

Brian Wells,
County Contact

blwells45@gmail.com

WAYNE
NEXT MEETING:

Sat., May 20, 2023 at 11 AM
at Yellow Mills Diner

in Palmyra, NY
(fourth Saturdays)

CONTACT:
Jim Dayton, Chair

jdayton@lpny.org

LEARN MORE:
lpwaynecounty.org

WESTCHESTER  
Rajib Maitra is working on plan-
ning a meeting in the future on 
behalf of Chair Bill Schmidt. He 
can be contacted at rajib.mai-
tra1@gmail.com

CONTACT:
Bill Schmidt, Chair
wschmidt@lpny.org

YATES
CONTACT:

Jeff Bradley, Chair
jbradley@lpny.org
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LP CHEMUNG PARTICIPATES IN
CINCO DE MAYO STREET FAIR

The Libertarian Party of Che-
mung County participated in the 
1st annual Cinco de Mayo street 
fair held in downtown Elmira on 
Friday, May 5, 2023. The event 
was organized by a loosely or-
ganized group of local business-
es known as The River District, 
whose members include Colwell 
Creative Content, the digital 
marketing agency owned and 
operated by our Chair and Sec-
retary Craig and Nicole Colwell. 
The city let us block off a section 
of Water Street downtown, bring 
in vendors to support local busi-
nesses, and throw a party that 
won’t be soon forgotten by the 
thousands of revelers.

Most of our executive committee 
members were on hand to man 
the table; including Craig and 
Nicole, our Vice-Chair Jonathan 
Lerche, Treasurer Heather Sax-
ton, and at-large member, Grace 
Galactica. We all took turns 
talking to people that were in-
terested, had questions, or just 
wanted to heckle us; many had 
been imbibing and weren’t shy. 
Some great connections were 
made and many more people 
now know they have a local LP 
that has candidates running and 
meets multiple times a month 
for regular business and for triv-
ia nights just for fun and rela-
tionship building. 

Craig had his petitions available 
to sign for his campaign for El-
mira City Council and spoke 
to other elected officials that 

stopped by to chat. Other long-
time county party members that 
are running for local office but 
are registered as other parties are 
Nick Grasso and Charles Cerio 
for their races for City Council in 
their respective districts. Some 
other party members stopped by 
to say hi, and a couple of random 
strangers yelled out, “Taxation is 
Theft” as they strolled by. They 
were met with nods of approval 
by those of us at the table. 

There was plenty of cerveza, 
margaritas, tacos, and quesadil-
las being consumed with a DJ 
spinning lots of fun music. The 
event wrapped up at 9 pm but 
I’m sure many of the die-hards 
continued partying into the wee 
hours. Exciting things are hap-
pening in Chemung County with 
the LP and we invite libertarians 
from elsewhere to join us at our 
various events; especially those 
in the neighboring counties of 
Tioga, Schuyler, and Steuben. 
Follow our Facebook page for 
event announcements. Trivia 

Nights are the 4th Wednesday 
of every month at the Ill Eagle 
Taphouse in Elmira at 6:30 and 
we invite you to visit, bring your 
knowledge, and have a good 
time.

by Craig Colwell
Chemung County Chair



8 | MAY 2023

RESTORE THE REPUBLICAN STRUCTURE
TO THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE

A Republican form of govern-
ment is nothing more than the 
recognized regions being al-
lowed to have a representative 
in the legislative body. New York 
State was one of 49 states in the 
U.S. that had a Republican form 
of government: one house of the 
NYS Legislature (i.e., the NYS 
Senate) represented the people, 
and was to address issues that 
affected residents of the state; 
the other house (i.e., the NYS As-
sembly) was to represent the re-
gions, and was to address issues 
that affected the regions. 

The officially recognized regions 
in New York State are designat-
ed in the NYS Constitution as 
counties, and the function and 
responsibility of county govern-
ments are also specified in the 
NYS Constitution. Counties are 
therefore, effectively, instru-
ments of the New York State 
government. 

Because it was the responsibility 
of the regional representatives 
to report to the NYS Legislature 
on issues of regional concern, in-
put from the regions to the NYS 
Legislature was essential. It was 
for that reason that every county 
was guaranteed at least one rep-
resentative in the Assembly.

In the NYS Constitution, Article 
3, Section 5, it is stated. Every 
county heretofore established 

and separately organized, except 
the county of Hamilton, shall al-
ways be entitled to one member 
of assembly, … . Note the state’s 
guarantee – “always”.

The NYS Constitution also 
spelled out how the more dense-
ly populated counties were to be 
given additional Assembly seats.  

The U.S. Supreme Court ignored 
Article 4, Section 4, when it 
ruled that every state must base 
their legislative districts on pop-
ulation (1964, Reynolds v Sims). 
That ruling effectively destroyed 
the U.S. Constitutional protec-
tion of Article 4, section 4. The 
49 states with a legislative Re-
publican structure were ordered 
to abandoned their constitu-
tionally guaranteed legislative 
structure. New York State lost 
its regional representation in 
the state legislatures as Assem-
bly District lines were redrawn 
to represent people. Instead of 
stopping at county lines, the dis-
tricts were drawn irrespective of 
county lines. Not only counties, 
but cities, towns, and villages 
were chopped up and placed in 
different Assembly Districts.

From January to March 1 of this 
year (2023), the New York State 
Independent Redistricting Com-
mission held 12 public hearings 
across New York State. Their 
actions were court ordered, and 
their goal was to create an ac-
ceptable redraft of their 2022 

proposed Assembly District 
map. The majority of the people 
who presented testimony, talked 
about how one map or the other 
(the proposed 2022 map or the 
revised proposed map) divided 
their school district, their ethnic 
group, or religious group, or their 
town, village, city, or hamlet into 
two or more Assembly districts. 
Or, they complained because 
barriers, such as expressways, 
train stations, and rivers split 
the proposed Assembly district 
into two (and sometimes more) 
distinct areas that shared noth-
ing in common. And still others 
considered the maps proposed 
to be nothing more than gerry-
mandering, intended to benefit 
one or the other of the two large 
political parties in the state.

Over the past three months, the 
commission was presented with 
testimony concerning how the 
1964 U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
was unconstitutional; how the 
USSC ignored the US Constitu-
tion Article 4, section 4; how the 
1964 decision was the result of a 
misinterpretation by the courts 
of the restrictions as specified in 
the 14th Amendment, and how 
the misinterpretation occurred 
because of the changed mean-
ing of the word among. The 14th 
Amendment only set restrictions 
on Representatives to Congress. 
With a stretch of logic, it could 
be assumed to apply to the NYS 

by Mark Glogowski
LPNY State Committee JD7

(continued on page 9)
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Senate (because the NYS Senate 
Districts are based on popula-
tion), but should not have been 
applied to the assignment of As-
sembly Seats.

 Information was also present-
ed to the IRC concerning how 
the 1984 USSC decision (Brown 
v Thompson) partially reversed 
the 1964 ruling. The 1984 ruling 
effectively stated that legislative 
districts that are assigned to re-
gions by the state’s constitu-
tion, even if representatives are 
assigned to regions with only a 
small number of residents, that 
those assignments are constitu-
tional as long as there is no bias 
or prejudice built in to the de-
sign of those districts.

 It was further explained to the 
IRC how the loss of the Repub-
lican structure has caused a loss 
of regional input into the state 
legislature; how that loss of re-
gional input has created a lack 
of focus; how the lack of focus 
has caused a termination of re-
source development projects 
all across New York State, the 
most obvious of which are the 
termination of expressway and 
parkway construction projects; 
how the loss of the regional in-
put by Assembly Members has 
resulted in increased number of 
calls by upstate residents to split 
upstate from downstate, and an 
increased number of calls from 
downstate residents to split 
downstate from upstate. It was 
pointed out that there was even 
a proposal to compensate for the 

loss of regional input by creat-
ing a new level of government, 
with bills submitted in both the 
NYS Senate and Assembly, that 
would insert that new govern-
ment structure between counties 
and the NYS Legislature. 

This year, New York State has an 
opportunity to restore the Re-
publican structure to the NYS 
Legislature.  The return of the 
Republican structure of the NYS 
legislature will eliminate most, if 
not all, of the complaints the IRC 
has received concerning school 
districts; racial, ethnic, social 
groups; towns, cities, and villag-
es; as well as the counties them-
selves, being split helter-skelter. 

Unfortunately, it is highly un-
likely that the IRC will propose 
the restoration of the Republican 
structure to the NYS legislature 
by assigning the Assembly seats 
to the counties. Consequently, 
there is only one path left to take 
in order to restore the Republi-
can structure. That path is for 
the NYS Legislature to reject any 
map submitted by the IRC that 
has even one Assembly District 
overlapping a county line.  If the 
NYS Senate or Assembly or both 
reject the ‘population based’ 
map submitted by the IRC, the 
NYS Legislature will then have 
the opportunity to re-assign the 
Assembly Districts to the coun-
ties. All they need to do is follow 
the instructions as defined in 
the NYS Constitution. It is pro-
posed that one Assembly seat be 
assigned to each of the counties, 
including Hamilton, and the re-
maining 88 Assembly seats be 

assigned to the more populous 
counties, using the formula de-
fined in the NYS Constitution. 

It was also suggested that the 
Assembly Districts all be county 
wide, including those in coun-
ties with two or more Assembly 
seats assigned, that they be over-
lapping county wide Assembly 
Districts. Such an arrangement 
would allow for ethnic groups, 
religious groups, social groups, 
and other politically oriented or-
ganizations, to organize county 
wide to support a representative 
of their choice. It was also sug-
gested that in counties with two 
or more Assembly seats, allow 
voters to only vote for one rep-
resentative of their choice, even 
though there will be more than 
one Assembly seat to fill in the 
county. Such a practice will in-
crease dramatically the possi-
bility of the smaller groups get-
ting one of their representatives 
elected. 

If the Republican structure is 
restored, the tyranny of the ma-
jority, which is how the current 
structure of the NYS Govern-
ment can be defined, will come 
to an end. Mandates handed 
down to the counties from the 
state legislature will end. Calls 
for a division of New York State 
will disappear. There will be no 
need to create a new level of gov-
ernment between the counties 
and the NYS Legislature.  We 
might even begin to see a real 
growth in population in NYS as 
our children decide there really 

(continued on page 10)

(continued from page 8)
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is a future for them in New York 
State.

What you can do to help restore 
the Republican structure to the 
NYS Legislature is to contact 
your Assembly Representative 

and NYS Senator and request 
that they reject the IRC’s pro-
posed Assembly District Map. 
And, ask them to restore the NYS 
Constitutional requirements 
for the assignment of Assem-
bly seats to the counties, with 
the district ending at the county 
line, and in counties with two or 

more Assembly seats assigned, 
that those districts be overlap-
ping county wide Assembly Dis-
tricts, and  to move to change the 
voting practices so that voters 
are allowed to vote for only one 
Assembly representative of their 
choosing.

(continued from page 9)
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