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Party launches '21st Gentury' wehsite

New website goes
online in late May

By Peter Orvetti
LP NEWS ASSOCIATE EDITOR

he Libertarian Party’s web-
site — www.lp.org — has a
new look for a new millen-
nium.

In late May, the LP formally
launched an upgraded and reno-
vated version of the site. Taking
full advantage of new Internet
technologies, the site now offers
personalized news and informa-
tion, enhanced policy sections,
and richer graphics, said LP Na-
tional Director Steve Dasbach.

“The new site realizes the
21st Century potential of the In-
ternet as a tool for political orga-
nizing,” he said. “Now that most
Web users have more advanced
browsers and faster connections,
it was time for a more advanced
LP website.”

All of the information from
the old site is still available, but
is now presented in a “more in-
viting way,” he said. New items
will be added daily, and visitors
should see an updated homepage
each day.
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B A pre-launch model of the new website: “The new site is more welcoming,” said LP
National Director Steve Dasbach — with graphical links replacing the old site’s text links.

In addition, the section ex-
plaining the LP’s position on im-
portant political issues has been
expanded, and is now written for
visitors getting their first dose of
Libertarianism, he said.

But the first difference visi-
tors will notice is graphics. Unlike
the old site, which was text-heavy,

Jorgensen, Gloud, Harris
join Gonvention speakers

hree of the Libertarian
movement’s most popular
speakers, one of the LP’s
premier candidates for
2000, and the nation’s foremost
advocate of freedom as the cure
for racism have been added to the
line-up of speakers for the Liber-
tarian National Convention.

The party’s 1996 vice presi-
dential candidate Jo Jorgensen,
Libertarian communications
“guru” Michael Cloud, and Advo-
cates for Self-Government presi-
dent Sharon Harris — all in-de-
mand speakers at Libertarian
events — have been confirmed as

speakers at
the Conven-
tion, said LP
Political Di-
rector Ron
Crickenber-
ger.

In addi-
tion, U.S. Sen-
ate candidate
from Massa-
chusetts,
Carla Howell
— who is taking on the country’s
biggest proponent of big govern-
ment, Ted Kennedy — and

See SPEAKERS Page 21

W Jorgensen:
1996 candidate

the revamped site is “a feast for
the eyes,” said Dasbach.

“The new site is more welcom-
ing,” he said — with graphical
links replacing the text links of
the old version. “We hope the more
attractive design will attract a
broader audience.”

More complex

But the beauty of the site is
more than skin deep, said Das-
bach; behind the visually attrac-
tive homepage is a more useful
and more complex site.

“Besides being easier to use
and navigate, the content will also
be fresher, with daily updates
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planned,” he said. “This should
entice Web users to stay longer,
come back more often, and get
involved in the Libertarian
Party.”

Magdalena Donea of Kia In-
ternet Solutions, the Virginia-
based design firm that built the
site over the past year, said that

was her goal.

“The new site is particularly
well-suited to drawing in first-
time visitors and folks unfamiliar
with the Libertarian Party,”
Donea said. “But it has a lot of
compelling information for vet-
eran LP activists as well.”

Some of the site’s new fea-
tures include:

M Personalization technology
that can automatically provide
visitors with information on local
and state LP activity.

B An expanded issues section
with a brief synopsis of the LP’s
position on hot-button political
issues, updated regularly by ac-
tivists in the field.

M A “tell a friend” option that
will let visitors send acquaintan-
ces e-mail messages about the LP.

M A Press Center designed to
guide members of the press
through the site and to LP news
and events of interest to media
outlets.

M A stringent new privacy
policy.

In addition, the site contains
streamlined versions of all the old
interactive features, such as
online donations, information re-
quests, and LP mailing list sub-
scriptions.

See WEBSITE Page 2
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By Bill Winter
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ever to appear on:
a. 60 Minutes
b. The X-Files

d. Beverly Hills 90210

For $100: Peter Orvetti was the
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Party launches new, high-tech
wehsite for the 21st Century

LP staffer jailed at anti-IMF rally

A staff member of the national Libertarian

Party office in Washington, DC was ar-
rested during the anti-World Bank pro-
tests in mid-April — and used it as an oppor-
tunity to spread the Libertarian message to
“anti-capitalism” demonstrators.
Marc Brandl, who works as a customer
service representative at the LP headquar-
ters, spent a night in jail after being acciden-

tally caught up in a massive police sweep in

front of the World Bank building.

Brandl was filming the weekend demon-
stration for Zoomculture.com — a website
that features online amateur videos — when police surrounded
the crowd and arrested everybody there, he said.

“[The police] let the mainstream press out, but nobody else,
even the people who pleaded not to be arrested,” he said.

Brandl spent the night in a DC holding cell before being
released the next afternoon. He used the time in jail, he said, to
discuss Libertarian ideas with the neo-hippy, anarchist, and
socialist protesters.

“Most had little understanding of libertarianism, and they
found it interesting,” he said. “Everyone agreed that corporate
welfare should stop and that relationships between corpora-
tions and government enhance the power of the corporation.”

Although some protesters rejected his free-market ideas,
they did find common ground against the World Bank and In-
ternational Monetary Fund, said Brandl.

“We agreed that no good person — capitalist or socialist —
could support the IMF/World Bank, only bad people out to steal
other people’s money and screw over developing nations,” he said.

B Marc Brandl:
“Interesting.”

Libertarian column wins award

A newspaper column that took a humorous look at Libertar-
lans has won second place in an Orange County, Califor-
nia, writing contest.

The column, “Libertarian Boy” by Victor Infante, appeared
in the OC Weekly, and was published on November 16, 1999.

It came in second in the “Humor Category” in a writing
contest that included all of Orange County’s newspapers and
magazines. The award was announced on April 30.

The column was written, said local LP activist Doug
Scribner, after Infante heard about the Libertarian Party —
and became interested in the party’s ideas.

“The author became aware of [Libertarians] after reading
some of our hip pamphlets, then we gave him a copy of Healing
Our World,” he said. “Recently he did an interview with [LP
founder] Dave Nolan and I'm told it may be a cover story about
the growing LP movement, Nolan, and medical marijuana.”

In the column, Infante pokes gentle fun at third-party ac-
tivism, coffeehouses, and politics in general.

Infante’s essay replaced a column entitled “Commie Girl”
that usually appeared in the OC Weekly, said Scribner — “not
bad for a socialist rag!”

“Libertarian hero” book on sale

book that examines the lives of liberty’s “great heroes”
through the ages will soon be available for sale.

The Triumph of Liberty: A 2000-Year History Told
Through the Lives of Freedom’s Greatest Champions by Jim
Powell will go on sale July 4. :

The book, published in hardback by Free Press ($35 list
price), “chronicles heroic struggles against tyranny, slavery, war
and mass murder,” said Powell. “Many stories take place
amidst tumultuous events like the crisis of the Roman Repub-
lic, the American Revolution, the French Revolution, the aboli-
tionist movement, the woman suffrage movement, World War
I1, the civil rights movement, and libertarian movement.”

Among the 65 “heroes of liberty” discussed in the book are
Samuel Adams, Frederic Bastiat, Beethoven, Milton Friedman,
Victor Hugo, Thomas Jefferson, Martin Luther King, Jr., H.L.
Mencken, Ayn Rand, Mark Twain, and Booker T. Washington.

“A dozen of the people I write about were imprisoned, another
dozen were exiled, two were beheaded, and one was shot to death,
but they helped change the world for the better,” said Powell.

“The book addresses many important questions such as:
How much difference can one person make?”

Powell is a senior fellow at the Cato Institute and editor of
Laissez Faire Books (laissezfaire.org).

Continued from Page 1

The new site will help the LP
use the new medium to claim
cyberspace as Libertarian terri-
tory and make inroads against
other political parties, said Donea.

“Kia set out to build the best
political party website on the In-
ternet, and we believe we have
done that,” she said. “The new site
offers all the options of the major
party sites, and more.”

And more options means a
superior site, said Dasbach.

“Our new site is better than
all the other parties’ sites — in-
cluding those of the ‘big boys,’ the
Democrats and Republicans,” he
said. “We can use the Net to leap-
frog the major parties and rapidly
organize a large network of indi-
viduals dedicated to liberty.”

That strategy — running the
site as a “network” of LP activists
— is essential to Libertarian suc-
cess in cyberspace, said Dasbach.

“The lp.org website is a
grassroots effort, governed and
edited by our members,” he said,
contrasting the LP site with those
of the two major parties and the
Reform Party, which are tightly
controlled by party insiders.

Dynamic site.-

While the site will be main-
tained by LP staff in Washington,
DC, LP activists all over the
country will have responsibility
for various sections. By giving
activists input, the party can cre-
ate a dynamic site and “compete
with our opponents on a much
more level playing field,” said
Dasbach.

Volunteers will maintain the
site’s expanded issues section. In
addition to text describing the
Libertarian viewpoint on major is-
sues, these pages link to related
party documents and other liber-
tarian-leaning organizations.

Party activists with interests
in particular issues will work as
individuals or in teams to update
these issue pages, said Dasbach.
The system’s new databases allow
for “on-the-fly updates” to rush
new material to the site.

“We made it easy for non-
technical people to update the
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LP News Online

o The official newspaper of the Libertarian Party

extra doses of LP News.

LP News Online: More news, faster
new LP website means a new look for LP News
Online.

“LP News will play a much more prominent role on
the new website,” said editor Bill Winter. “Instead of be-
ing buried, as it was on the old site, LP News will now be
one of the most visible links from the home page.”

Besides being easier to find, the new LP News Online
will have more to offer, said Winter.

“LP News Online will provide the kind of fresh con-
tent that people want to see when they visit a website,”
he said. “Our goal is to add new LP News material at
least three to five times a week.”

Those updates, in addition to the regular party press
releases and op-eds, will mean something new every day
for visitors to the website, Winter said. And it also means

“LP News Online will have longer news stories. More
Affiliate News. More Talking Points. More letters to the
editor. And bonus news articles and feature stories, too.”

But all this doesn’t mean that the newspaper version
of LP News has become obsolete.

“The print version will always have ‘new’ news,” said
Winter. “Every issue of LP News will feature material
that has not yet been posted to the website. We want
people to look forward to getting LP News in the mail!”-

site,” he said. “The easy adminis-
trative interfaces will let us keep
up a steady stream of fresh con-
tent that is vital to keep people
coming back to the site.”

The volunteer component is
fitting, said Dasbach, since the
first incarnation of the LP web-
site was a volunteer effort.

California LP activist Joe
Dehn launched the original site in
1993, making the LP the first
party with a Web presence. For
seven years, Dehn ran the site as

a volunteer, handling most of the-

update chores by himself.

“That first site was designed
to provide a wealth of information
about the LP, and to function well
with the browsers and slow con-
nection speeds of that Stone Age
of the Internet,” said Dasbach, “It
was full of content.”

While times have changed,

the Libertarian message has not,
and Donea said half her work was
done for her when she began.
“The LP already had a great
site; the content was there,” she
said. Almost all the content re-
mains unchanged; the redesign
“draws it out and gives it more
prominence. By extension, we
hope this makes the LP more ac-
cessible to casual visitors.”

Constantly evolve

Changes were made to keep
up with the growth of the Inter-
net — and the LP — and the site
will constantly evolve as the party
grows, said Donea.

“The new site is constantly
changing,” she said. “It’s a project
we're extremely proud to have
been involved with, and it has the
potential to change the face of
American politics.”
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Martin Howrylak

rides pension issue to
Troy city council win
Topping off a hard-fought cam-

paign that capitalized on an

unpopular bit of political
pork, Michigan Libertarian Mar-
tin Howrylak won a landslide
election to a City Council seat in
Troy last month.

Howrylak, 25, dominated the
April 3 election in the city of
30,000, running far ahead of the
other three candidates and beat-
ing his next-closest rival by nearly
two to one.

“This was not merely a win,
it was a mandate for my issues,”
said the man dubbed the “Kid
Councilman” by the local press
after his victory.

But there was one issue, more
than any other, that won him the
election, he said.

$14,000 pension

Last year, in what Howrylak
called a “secretive” vote, the De-
troit suburb’s City Council
awarded itself a retirement pen-
sion that would have amounted to
up to $14,000 per year — an an-
nual stipend much larger than the
salary they receive while in office.

Howrylak denounced the lu-
crative perk, which became the
hot-button issue of the campaign,
he said.

“The Troy City Council
handed us a huge issue and we
ran with it,” said Howrylak.

JONN B STEVENS
TOUNTE WAk

B Martin Howrylak (center) is sworn into office as a city
councilman in Troy, Michigan, after a stunning upset victory
on April 3 that saw him beat his opponents by a 2-1 margin.

“That’s what let us break
through.”

Howrylak, though young, was
an experienced Troy politician,
having sought a Council seat
twice before and currently serv-
ing as Troy Historic District Com-
missioner. He knew a winning is-
sue when he saw one, he said.

“We never stopped hitting the
incumbents on [the pension is-
suel,” said Howrylak.

Those “hits” took several
forms, but the most successful
was a mailing sent out six weeks
before the election. The flyer, in
the style of Old West “Wanted”
posters, charged the incumbents
with “Greed, Arrogance, and Con-

tempt of Taxpayers.”

“It was a huge hit with vot-
ers,” said Howrylak’s campaign
manager, Fred Collins. “After
that, it was mostly smooth sail-

ing.”

Struck back

One of his opponents — un-
der fire — struck back by trying
to make Howrylak’s LP affiliation
an issue.

An unsigned letter calling
Howrylak a “pawn of the Liber-
tarian Party” was sent to voters.
It accused Howrylak — and the
Libertarian Party — of holding
“radical” positions, and claimed

See HOWRYLAK Page 19
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Lihertarians win office in Michigan, Wisconsin

Ed Thompson knocks off incumbent in hotly
contested Tomah, Wisconsin mayor's race

Wisconsin city has elected a
ALibertarian mayor with a

unique pedigree: He’s the
governor’s brother.

In the city of Tomah’s most
closely watched election in years,
political newcomer Ed Thompson
defeated two-term Mayor Bud
Johnson in an April 4 runoff elec-
tion by a margin of 58-42%.

Thompson, 55, swept to vic-
tory following his unexpectedly
strong first-place finish in a four-
candidate primary on February
14. Both elections drew near-
record turnout.

“The people of Tomah came
out, and it was a great victory,”
Thompson said. “I feel like I'm
king of the world.”

Name recognition

Thompson, who owns a res-
taurant/tavern in Tomah, went
into the race with a big asset:
Name recognition. His older
brother is the state’s four-term
Governor Tommy Thompson.

“It didn’t hurt having [the
governor] for my brother,” Thomp-
son admitted.

Tommy Thompson, a Repub-
lican, did not campaign for his
brother, but said he was pleased
with Ed’s win.

“I'm the mayor’s brother
now,” Gov. Thompson joked. “I'm
very pleased with his showing and
looking forward to working with
him.”

P It was no

surprise to
the new
mayor that

the governor
didn’t cam-
paign for him,
Thompson

said, since

they come

B Thompson: from different
“Great victory.” parties.

“The con-

test for mayor was nonpartisan,
but everybody knows I'm a Liber-
tarian,” he said. “We’re for liberty
and freedom, and when that mes-
sage gets out to people, that’s
good.”

To win his upset victory, Th-
ompson ran a retail, populist cam-
paign, he said. He drove around
the city meeting with voters,
shaking hands, and talking about
his plans: Tax cuts, and reducing
the city’s debt, which amounts to
$4,000 for every man, woman, and
child.

“lI ran because government
here is out of control,” he said.
“We’re spending way too much
money, and we need to get inter-
ested people involved in every
level of government.”

Thompson also ran on an is-
sue where he has personal expe-
rience with government power:
Gagmbling.

Thompson’s Tee Pee Tavern

See THOMPSON Page 19

LP passes halfway mark
in 2K candidate’ effort

he Libertarian Party has

crossed the halfway mark of

its drive to run 2,000 candi-
dates in the 2000 elections, LP Po-
litical Director Ron Crickenberger
has announced.

As of mid-April, more than
1,000 Libertarians had officially
signed up to run for office — “and
over 600 are already on the bal-
lot, or face no ballot obstacle,” he
said.

“We're already into record-
breaking territory, since the most
candidates we’ve ever run before
was about 865. But we're going to
have to pick up the pace if we hope
to reach our goal of 2K in 2K.”

Unprecedented

The LP surpassed the 1,000
mark thanks, in part, to states
like Ohio, Texas, and California,
which are running unprecedented
numbers of candidates, said
Crickenberger.

“Most improved still goes to
Ohibo for this year,” he said. “They

CRICKENBERGER:
“We’re into record-
breaking territory.
But we have to
pick up the pace.”

have run only a handful of candi-
dates before, and are running 73
this year. Texas did exceptionally
well also, more than doubling
their previous record. And Califor-
nia is working on a plan to recruit
dozens more candidates this year
for non-partisan offices.”

In other good news, more
than 200 LP candidates have al-
ready filed for U.S. House — so
the party is more than 90% of
the way to contesting a majority
of Congressional seats (218),

B The LP has passed the halfway mark in its quest to run
2,000 candidates in 2000, said Political Director Ron Crick-
enberger, in part because of local organizations like the Harris
County LP in Texas, which will have 21 candidates on the
ballot. Shown here are eight of the candidates (I-r, from rear):
Elisa Masonhill, Ray Dittmar, Drew Parks, John Kormylo,
Kevin Hagan, Colin Nankervis, Lance Flores, and Jeff Craig.

said Crickenberger.

The result of all these candi-
dates will be greater exposure and
more votes for every Libertarian
candidate, he said.

“Time after time we see that

the more candidates a state runs,
the more media they get, the bet-
ter the average vote for all their
candidates, the better the top of
the ticket does, and, most impor-

See CANDIDATES Page 19

Libertarians
stop Florida
tax Increase

vercoming long odds and op-

ponents with deep pockets,

Florida Libertarians helped
to decisively defeat a sales tax
increase in Lee County in March,
saving taxpayers over $310
million.

With borrowed cardboard
signs, letters to local newspapers,
and virtually no funding, LP ac-
tivists took on opponents who
bombarded voters with six weeks
of television spots.

Their efforts paid off on
March 14, when voters resound-
ingly rejected the County Com-
mission’s proposed one-cent sales
tax increase by 82-18%.

“Our celebration went on for
days,” said Lee County LP Chair
Kim Hawk.

The penny tax increase,
which would have boosted the
county sales tax from 6% to 7%,

See FLORIDA TAXES Page 28
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Don Gorman visits nine more states
in quest for presMenual nomination

Online Debates petition launched

n Internet petition has been launched to allow Americans

to demand more inclusive presidential debates.

The cyberpetition — which can be “signed” online at
www.i-charity.net/ptn/39 — demands that the Commission on
Presidential Debates (CPD) invite all thé candidates who will
be on enough state ballots in 2000 to theoretically win an Elec-
toral College victory.

That standard would include the Libertarian nominee, as
well as the Constitution, Green, Natural Law, and Reform par-
ties’ candidates, noted LP National Director Steve Dasbach.

Under the CPD’s current restrictive standards, only the
Republican and Democratic candidates are likely to be invited.

“Putting our digital John Hancocks on this petition is one
way Libertarians can express their support for a real debate in
2000, and show their disdain for the Commission’s attempts to
exclude alternative political voices,” said Dasbach.

Since Brian Costin of the Illinois-based advocacy group Open
Debates of America set up the petition on April 20, over 3,400
supporters have signed. Collected signatures will be sent to the
CPD on a regular basis through the general election season.

“With alternative party candidates already winning the
support of 5% to 10% of the electorate in public opinion surveys,
it is essential that voters get a chance to hear all their presiden-
tial choices this year,” said Dasbach.

Tuniewicz seeks re-election as Treasurer
ibertarian National Committee Treasurer
Mark Tuniewicz has announced he will
seek re-election to a second two-year term,

because the LP “has much more to accomplish.”

“Through my first two years in office,
we’'ve accomplished much: A new accounting
package and database have been installed,
and our budgetary process has never been
smoother,” he said. “Our revenue this year is
on track to be almost double last year.”

If re-elected, he said his “priorities would M Tuniewicz:
include the formation of a broad-based Built reserve.
fundraising committee with members in all 50
states, and a renewed focus on local organizing. We need a per-
manent Libertarian presencein our local communities.”

Tuniewicz praised the efforts of the LNC over the past two
years, and said the LNC helped solidify the LP’s financial position.

“One of the best things the National Committee has done
this term is create a financial reserve to protect against finan-
cial setbacks,” he said. “This helps insure that we will have a
firm base of cash on which to stand.”

Tuniewicz was elected LNC Treasurer in 1998 after serving
a term as LNC Representative for Region 6 (New York and New
England). He has served as Communications Director for the
Connecticut LP, New Hampshire LP State Chair, and on the
boards of the state LP in Massachusetts, Michigan, and Maine.

The LNC Treasurer will be selected by delegates at the
party’s National Convention in Anaheim, CA, June 29-July 3.

Krawchuk, Olivier campaign for VP
The two announced candidates for the LP vice presidential

nomination worked opposite ends of the country in April

and May, with Ken Krawchuk stumping in the East while
Art Olivier campaigned on the West Coast.

“I will visit as many state LP conventions as possible before
the National Convention,” said Krawchuk, the 1998 Pennsylva-
nia LP gubernatorial candidate. “At each stop, I stress the ben-
efits my nomination would bring.”

Since March 4, Krawchuk has logged 18 campaign appear-
ances in Delaware, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, he said.

Out West, former Bellflower (CA) mayor Art Olivier focused
on organization — and said the two most recent LP vice presi-
dential nominees have both signed on to his campaign.

Jo Jorgensen, the 1996 VP nominee, became the co-chair of
Olivier’s campaign in mid-May, and “is providing valuable
coaching on being a national candidate,” he said. Nancy Lord
Johnson, the 1992 VP candidate, is Olivier’s other co-chair.

Olivier made his first campaign appearances in April,
speaking to the Nevada and Washington State LP conventions.
He also has engagements scheduled for California Libertarian
groups and at the Michigan and Texas conventions, he said.

The party’s presidential and vice presidential candidates
will be selected by delegates at the Libertarian National Con-
vention in Anaheim, California, June 29 to July 3, 2000.

ibertarian presidential candi-
date Don Gorman continued
his quest for the party’s nomi-
nation in late April and May, vis-
iting nine states and speaking at
eight LP state conventions.
Gorman, twice elected to the
New Hampshire legislature as a
Libertarian, addressed Libertar-

_ lan conventions in Colorado, In-

diana, Michigan, Oregon, South
Carolina, Vermont, Virginia, and
Washington state, and also made
a campaign appearance in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

In each state, Gorman
stressed his campaign’s basic
goal: The election of Libertarians
to local offices in 2000.

“My goal is to get Libertar-
ians active in their local commu-
nities,” he said in South Carolina
on April 28. “Solutions to our prob-
lems are going to come from elect-
ing Libertarians to local [offices],
not from Washington, D.C.”

Winnable races

During that same speech,
Gorman praised the SCLP for
fielding a full slate of candidates
for the U.S. House this fall. But
Gorman said the party must do
more to recruit strong candidates
for winnable races.

“Elected Libertarians are the
backbone of this party,” he said.
“We have more officeholders than
all the other alternative parties

B Don Gorman: “Elected
Libertarians are the back-
bone of this party.”

combined. If I win the nomina-
tion, I will travel the country en-
couraging Libertarians to focus on
serious campaigns for winnable
offices.”

Gorman also told South Caro-
lina Libertarians that he backs a
proposal by one of the state’s Re-
publican U.S. Congressmen,
Mark Sanford, to give each
worker a 20% payroll tax credit
for a personal retirement account.
Gorman said credible solutions
like that will help him win main-
stream support in the general
election campaign.

Gorman was even more ag-
gressive in recruiting local LP

candidates at the Colorado LP
convention on April 16. When told
that the state LP had recruited
only five candidates thus far,
Gorman got angry, he said.
“This really ticks me off,”
Gorman told delegates. “If [presi-
dential candidates] Harry
[Browne] and Barry [Hess] and I
can take a year out of our lives to
run around the country, it’'s not
enough for you Libertarians to
write a check and think you've
done your part. Put your name
down and commit yourselves to
becoming a political party!”

Sign-up sheet

Gorman then personally dis-
tributed a sign-up sheet around
the room and recruited an addi-
tional 23 local candidates for the
Colorado LP.

Before leaving Colorado,
Gorman gave an hour-long inter-
view to Denver talk show host
Jimmy Lakey, and said he viewed
the state’s debate over a small tax
cut with skepticism.

“Cutting the state tax from
5% to 4.75% shows that the dif-
ference between Republicans and
Democrats is exactly one-quarter
of one percent,” Gorman said.
“Libertarians are different.”

Later in the month, Gorman
weighed in on an issue of some
controversy among Libertarians.

See GORMAN Page 29

Browne campaign hits rocky month:
rebounds to appear in national poll

he Harry Browne presidential

campaign endured a tumultu-

ous April — during which a
cash crunch caused it to tempo-
rarily suspend activities — only
to rebound in May with an infu-
sion of donations, the announce-
ment of new TV ads, and its first
appearance in national polls.

“It’s been a wild few weeks,
but the Harry Browne campaign
is stronger than ever,” said Perry
Willis, Browne’s campaign man-
ager. “We’re on track again to run
the biggest, most visible presiden-
tial campaign in LP history.”

But that goal seemed in doubt
in late April, when the campaign
issued an emergency e-mail ap-
peal to supporters.

Suspended

In it, Willis announced that
the Browne campaign had “sus-
pended its operations” on April 21
because unexpectedly poor
fundraising returns had plunged
the campaign into debt.

The sudden cash crunch was
caused by a series of e-mail alle-
gations against Harry Browne by

B Harry Browne: “A polling
company is including us —
[which] didn’t happen in 1996.”

Jacob Hornberger, a former LP
member and one-time rival of
Browne for the party’s presiden-
tial nomination, Willis said.
“Our fundraising has been
declining since Jacob Hornberger
began his attacks against Harry
Browne,” he wrote. “We have been
falling behind on our bills, and it
has reached the point where we

cannot continue.”

In a series of Internet-pub-
lished essays, Hornberger — who
formed a presidential exploratory
committee in 1999 before abruptly
quitting the race — attacked
Browne’s motives for challenging
Federal Election Commission
regulations.

Civil disobedience

Had that FEC strategy been
implemented, the Browne cam-
paign would have engaged in
“civil disobedience” by violating
campaign finance rules on contri-
bution limits and disclosures.

Such a challenge, Browne
announced in March, might help
level the playing field against his
tax-financed Republican and
Democratic presidential oppo-
nents, who benefit from restric-
tive FEC regulations.

However, Hornberger ac-
cused the Browne campaign of
trying to keep the campaign’s ex-
penditures secret — a charge the
campaign refuted by publicly dis-
closing all its financial records.

See BROWNE Page 28
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' AUAILABLE NOW!

N\

The Harry Browne for President Video

This great new Libertarian outreach tool is available for immediate shipping.
Watch Harry Browne take on Big Government and the income tax, Social Security, and the War on Drugs.
Here is a quality Libertarian production you can show your friends, family, and acquaintances.
Take advantage of the multi-pack pricing and buy copies for them. You'll want to hang-on to yours.

Order online at HarryBrowneStore.com. -

' — :
wnal vn“ “ 566 . TIIB Ill‘ll:ﬂ One copy is just $10.00 + $3.20 ship-

ping and handling for Priority Mail delivery. Order the 3
Pack and get 3 videos for $24.00 + the same $3.20 ship-
ping and handling. If you're serious about carrying-the-
message get the 10 Pack. 10 videos for $70.00 + $6.50
Priority Mail shipping and handling.

You want more? . .o added bonus we'll atso

send you TWO Harry Browne Libertarian for President
bumper stickers for every video you purchase. One video will
get you two bumper stickers. Buy a video 10 pack and we’ll
send you TWENTY bumper stickers. Screen-printed on bright
white Zip-Strip Vinyl, these stickers are vividly readable and
backed with Easy-Off adhesive — assisting in easy removal when
you choose to do so.

HIIW In nl‘llel‘ Call 888-377-0417 now. Or order on

* Libertarian presidential candidate Harry Browne ex
~ how his proposals can give Americans a better life.

* Harry is interviewed by David Ruprecht, host of
“Supermarket Sweep” on the Lifetime Channel.

* Average Americans offer their opinions — you’ll lau
and cheer when you hear what they have to say.

* Concrete examples demonstrate how we can restor
constitutional government, privatize Social Security,
pay off the national debt, restore safety and security
to our streets, and end the income tax.

With

" 0FF ‘ R Harry Browne

* Vivid footage dramatizes the harm done by the war
on drugs.

* Harry gives a stirring speech at the Statue of Liberty.

HIIW we did il _ : line at HarryBrowneStore.com. You can also send the coupon below in the mail.
; : Thl_s TV show ek Shof on location all across Or fax your order to us at 406-453-1092. Whichever way you choose, your
America. It is a network-quality show, with an original music score. This first- order will be processed within 24 business hours and shipped to you via

of-its-kind Libertarian TV show is available to you now on videocassette. Priority Mail.

Don't miss this! Order your videos today!

%----_----------—-----------------------------

U.S. Visa, MC, Amer. Exp., & Discover Orders Call Toll-Free 1-888-377-0417

Or FAX order with Credit Card Info (or check payable to LiamWorks) to: 1-406-453-1092

Yes! RUSH me Send Check, money order, or Credit Card info to:

[ | The Great Libertarian Offer Video LiamWorks AG0
at $10.00 + $3.20 S&H — Each ($13.20)

Harry B
[ 17The Great Libertarian Offer Video — 3 pack(s) rry Browne Store

at $24.00 + $3.20 S&H — Each pack ($27.20) PO Box 2165
[ 17The Great Libertarian Offer Video — 10 pack(s) Great Falls, MT 59403-2165
at $70.00 + $6.50 S&H — Each pack ($76.50) LiamWorks is the official authorized vendor/distributor of
I understand that prices include Priority Mail shipping & handling to U.S. destinations. Harry Browne for President campaign materials.
Name Enclosed is $
Street Credit Card #
City Expires: Signature

State, Zip Phone (Optional)
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Why taxpayenrs envy serfs, and
a Filipino-Latino- Iroqums dllemma

B How dumb is Bill?

It’s a terrible thing to peer
into the chasm of the digital di-
vide.

On one side there is “us,” a
corps of Starbucks-powered global
citizens consulting our PalmPilots
for a rendezvous with destiny.

On the other side we see
“them,” the digital have-nots
tragically separated from prosper-
ity by a lack of Internet access.

By now, after all, it’s common
wisdom that children without
computers grow up to face limited
prospects. Computer “literacy” is
already essential for success, and
people without Internet access are
hopelessly handicapped in the
race for tomorrow.

What kind of pathetic jobs are
open to such unfortunates? The
president of the United States
appears to be one of the few posi-
tions available. Bill Clinton, who
was in Silicon Valley [recently] to
sanctify the efforts of high-tech
companies to give more comput-
ers to the poor, acknowledged dur-
ing his visit that he doesn’t know
anything about the damned
things himself.

He doesn’t use e-mail, either.
— DANIEL AKST

The Industry Standard
May 1, 2000

Il How dumb is Bill? (2)

President Clinton’s railing
about the “digital divide” is par-
ticularly funny considering he
probably has no idea what the
speeches he’s reading mean.

According to a Reuters report,
while visiting a Florida senior citi-
zen center’s computing class, the
president was absolutely dazzled
by “a basic and ubiquitous display

WHILE VISITING

a computer class,

President Clinton
was dazzled by

a screensaver.

“Amazing!” he said.

of software — a screensaver.

“ ‘Amazing,” Clinton said as
he watched a series of images —
coffee cups, deer, and a black-
board — form and dissolve on a
monitor.”

— COMPETITIVE ENTERPRISE
INSTITUTE UPDATE
March 2000

M Getting wild

Wilderness conservation has
little to do with urban sprawl. Our
cities, suburbs, highways, and lo-
cal roads now cover about 60 mil-
lion acres, well over double the
area they occupied in 1920 — but
still under 3% of the land area of
the continental United States.

“A day, an hour of

virtuous liberty is
worth a whole

eternity in bondage?

— Joseph Addison

AS a Libertarian, you want to live a lifetime of liberty.
But, at some point, every life is over. Would you like your

legacy — for your children and your grandchildren —

W to be an eternity of liberty? Here's one way to help that
dream come true: Name the Libertarian Parl_y in your

will or insurance policy. For a confidential discussion of

this option, contact national LP Treasurer Mark Tuniewicz
at (508) 472-5321. Or e-mail him at: Treasurer@Ip.org.

Most of what the wilderness
has lost to Americans it has lost
to our agriculture. For every acre
of land we use for home or office,
roads, and byways, we currently
use six acres for crops. Another
eight acres are designated
as range-larders for our livestock,
which, pound for pound, out-
weigh us.

Happily, however, our agri-
cultural footprint has been
shrinking a lot faster than our cit-
ies have been sprawling. When
Europeans first arrived on this
continent, the area now repre-
sented by the lower 48 United
States had about 950 million
acres of forest. That area shrank
steadily until about 1920, to a low
of 600 million acres, as Americans
spread across the landscape.

Then, astonishingly, we be-
gan to retreat, and the wilderness
began to expand once again. Pre-
cisely how fast is hard to nail
down: The continent is large, most
of the land is privately owned, and
the definitional debates rage. But
all analyses show more, not less,
forest land in America today —
somewhere between 20 million
and 140 million acres more —
than in 1920.

— PETER HUBER
The Washington Post
April 21, 2000

M Declining believability

Pupil-teacher ratios have
been shrinking for a century. In
1955 pupil-teacher ratios in pub-
lic elementary and secondary
schools were 30.2-to-one and 20.9-
to-one respectively. In 1998 they
were 18.9-to-one and 14.7-to-one.

We now know it is possible to
have, simultaneously, declining
pupil-teacher ratios and declining
scores on tests measuring schools’
cognitive results.

If making classes smaller is
such ah effective route to educa-
tional improvement, why, after 45
years of declining pupil-teacher
ratios, are [government] schools
so unsatisfactory they need to be
“revolutionized” by [Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore’s proposed new] “in-
vestments”?

— GEORGE F. WILL
The Washington Post
May 4, 2000

M Just kidding (for now)
WASHINGTON, DC — In a
landmark antitrust decision, U.S.
District Judge Thomas Nance
ruled Monday that Parker Broth-
ers’ controlling interest in the
popular board game Monopoly

constitutes an illegal Monopoly
monopoly.

Found guilty of colluding
with Hasbro to corner the Mo-
nopoly market — undermining
the production and sale of simi-
lar board games and designing
the Monopoly CD-ROM game to
“take over” the user’s desktop and
keep other games from being
played — Parker Brothers faces
fines of $15,140 and up to three
turns in prison.

In making its case, the pros-
ecution presented evidence of nu-
merous questionable activities on
the part of Parker Brothers, in-
cluding making a series of illegal
$200 payoffs to Go-passing asso-
ciates and engaging in price-goug-
ing, charging $1,275 for a three-
minute stay at one of its luxury
hotels on Atlantic City’s North
Carolina Avenue.

— THEONION.COM
April 27, 2000

M Those lucky serfs

A slave is a person who does
not own his own labor. After pay-
ing the income tax, successful
Americans retain no more of the
income they produce than 19th
century slaves — and consider-
ably less than medieval slaves.

The maximum that could be
extracted from a medieval slave
was one-third — an amount ex-
tracted today by the combination
of the payroll tax and the bottom
rung of the federal income tax.

The [income] tax is very ex-
pensive in other ways. It takes 6.1
billion hours — more than 3 mil-
lion man-years — to comply with
the slave tax.

In dollar terms, it costs us
slaves an additional $200 billion
to comply with a 2,840-page tax
code — more than twice the num-
ber of pages as the Bible and more
than three times the words.

The federal tax rules inter-
preting the code come to 46,000
pages. The complexity is so great
that it is easy to make a mistake
and be subjected to “enforcement
action.” There are 481 separate
IRS tax forms for 1999, an in-
crease of 20% from 1990.

Last year, the IRS received
110 million telephone calls asking
for help in understanding the
rules. The IRS did not know the
answer 27% of the time.

— PAUL CRAIG ROBERTS
The Washington Times
April 17, 2000

B Making Census of race

I can’t remember what race I
am. I got the short Census form,
filled it out and sent it back, just
like a good citizen is supposed to
do. What am I?

I was so entranced by all the
new multi-colored choices that I
can’t remember what I decided on.
Aleutian-African? Filipino-
Latino-Iroquois? Euro-Tongan?

Technically, I'm a Russian-
American. Or, at the very most, a
Russian-Belarusian-Ukrainian-
American.

But those choices weren’t on
the form. And surely it’s my right
as an American to be whatever |
want to be.

Did I leave it blank? Maybe
that’s why I can’t remember. I'm
a Blanko-American.

— JOANNE JACOBS
Knight Ridder Newspapers
April 3, 2000

M Strange logic

When Richard Baumham-
mers allegedly went on a racist
killing spree near Pittsburgh [in
April], gunning down five non-
whites, he badly complicated his
future. If he committed the mur-
ders, he faces either the death
penalty or life in prison with no
chance of parole. And that’s just
the beginning.

The really big mistake, you
see, was carrying out the slaugh-
ter in Pennsylvania. The gunman
could have done it in Texas, which
has no law against hate crimes.
But Pennsylvania provides en-
hanced sentences for crimes that
are motivated by malice based on
the victim’s race, religion, color or
national origin. If Mr. Baum-
hammers is convicted of “ethnic
intimidation” on top of murder, he
could get an additional penalty of

. nothing.

Ouch. The killer must really
be kicking himself for not think-
ing of that.

If my logic strikes you as
strange, don’t blame me — blame
the whole notion behind hate
crimes. Bill Clinton seems to
think racially based murders are
a powerful argument for: federal
hate-crimes laws.

“Five people in a suburb of
Pittsburgh shot and killed for no
other reason, it appears, than the
color of their skin or the way they
worship God,” he noted. “It is sim-
ply not true that we do not need
national legislation.”

But how, exactly, does this
tragedy prove that need? Murder,
it turns out, is already illegal in
Pennsylvania, and it carries the
sternest penalty allowed in our
system of criminal justice. Hate
crimes are also strictly forbidden
there — and no one seems to have
noticed that the state law did no
good whatsoever for the five
people who were killed.

So what possible difference
would it make to pass another law
on top of these? Anykiller who has
a phobia about paper might be
deterred, but otherwise, the ex-
pansion of the U.S. criminal code
seems pointless.

— SYNDICATED COLUMNIST
STEVE CHAPMAN
May 6, 2000

Il Not preferred

In the contentious debate
over affirmative action, four out
of five U.S. college students be-
lieve race should not be a factor
in admissions policy, according to
the results of a poll.

The survey by Zogby Interna-
tional for the Foundation for Aca-
demic Standards and Tradition
found that 84.3% of students be-
lieve ethnic diversity on campus
is important — but 86.4% view
academic standards as more im-
portant than ethnic diversity.

— REUTERS
April 18, 2000
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ould it be because Carla Howell may
be in a two-way race for US Senate
against Big Government Ted Kennedy?
Or because talk radio shows and TV news
crews are interviewing her again and again?
Or because Libertarian voter registrations
in Massachusetts are jumping 4% to 6%
each month?

Newspapers

Boston Globe: “Who Killed the State GOP?” asked
premiere columnist Jeff Jacoby in his headline.

After performing the autopsy of the Massachusetts
Republican Party, Mr. Jacoby wrote:

“Happily, there’s a silver lining for voters who want a
party that will fight for smaller government, lower taxes,
and great individual freedom. Unlike the Republicans, the
Libertarian Party does have a candidate for the US Senate.
On May 9, Carla Howell filed nearly 33,500 signatures, far
more than the number needed to qualify for the ballot.”

MetroWest Daily News: Columnist John Gregg urged
the GOP leadership to nominate Carla Howell for US
Senate now that she’s the Libertarian nominee.

He wrote, “Note to Republican headquarters —
order the Howell [write-in] stickers now.”

Lowell Sun Front Page Headline: “Coming to a
ballot near you: Libertarians.”

“The most high-profile race for Libertarians will be
Carla Howell against Democratic US Senator Ted Kennedy.”

TV News Coverage

Warner Bros. TV News said: “Speaking out against
the Million Mom March is Libertarian US Senate candidate
Carla Howell.”

Carla Howell was the featured opposition to the anti-
gun propaganda of the Million Mom March.

The Boston CBS affiliate, Channel 5: Roy Innis,
leader of CORE, and Carla Howell, the Libertarian
candidate for US Senate, were covered at a Pro-Gun Rally
in front of the State Capitol Building,

Fox News: “In the gun debate, Carla Howell is a
breath of fresh air.”

Talk Radio

The Jay Severin Show: “Well, Carla Howell, I cannot
recall having heard a word in the last twenty minutes with
which I disagree — I feel elated — I agree with every
word of it.”

WRKO Blute & Mose Morning Show: “We'd like to
host a debate between Carla Howell and Ted Kennedy.
Would you come?”

The David Brudnoy Show: 60 minutes with New
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Carla Howell US Senate
Campaign is Catching Fire!

274 Campaign Volunteers ° TV, Radio & Newspaper Coverage * Huge Crowds!

Why is Carla Howell's small government is beautiful” US Senate
campaign the Hottest Political News in New England?

England’s leading talk show host. Bold and persuasive
Libertarian dialogue.

274 Campaign Volunteers

When Murphy’s Law slammed into our ballot drive
like a ton of bricks on April 20th, 183 petitioners volun-
teered. Ballot status was in jeopardy. Libertarians from
across New England, as far South as West Virginia, and as
far North as Canada answered the call.

Over 28 campaign volunteers to sort, count and
distribute over 15,219 pages of nominating petitions to
351 different town clerks.

15 drivers to hand-deliver the largest shipments of
petition signatures to over 53 towns.

Federal Express, the Official Shippers of the Carla
Howell Libertarian US Senate Campaign. For signatures
that had to be delivered “absolutely, positively overnight.”

33,467 signatures. The Result: Libertarian Carla

Howell is on the ballot against Big Government Ted Kennedy.

48 additional volunteers supported the Carla Howell
for US Senate campaign at gun rallies, anti-drug prohibition
rallies, and other speaking events.

Tens of thousands of small government is beautiful”
Libertarian campaign fliers.

Over 4,317 bumper stickers put on cars.

Over 481 yard signs already up.

Help Us Make History S
We've delivered )
more than we promised. ]
We must do more. You
hold our campaign in your hands.
We need your donation now to go the
distance against Big Government Ted Kennedy.
You can donate up to $2.000 to our
Libertarian campaign. $1,000 for the primary.
$1,000 for the general election. And so can your spouse.

- — - small government is beautiful————————————————————l

¢ carla howell

The Most Successful Libertarian
U.S. Senate Campaign Ever!
Here’s my best contribution to make this happen:

Q$100 Q$85 Q$65 QOther:$___ . I'll pay by:
U Check: “Carla Howell for US Senate” o coporarecivetsy A Credit card
Please: L Bill my credit card. @ Send 2 monthly reminder.

Bill my: (1 Visa O Master Card O American Express U Discover

CREDIT CARD #

|
|
|
|
I
| One-time Contribution: 1 $1,000 0 $500 O $250
|
|
I
i
|
|

SIGNATURE T ENPIRATION DATE

L-_------——----—--—_-—--—-—--——-—_—

Your $2,000 donation will fund and deliver 403
press kits. ““small government is beautiful™” could be
heard on Hardball, The O'Reilly Factor, Hannity and
Colmes, Crossfire, and maybe even Larry King Live. (Didn’t
he interview Jesse Ventura?)

$1,000 will fund 8 Carla Howell TV ads — seen by
320,000 voters.

$250 will fund 5 Carla Howell radio ads on major
stations — heard by 75,000 voters.

$85 will fund T
34 campaign 3
yard signs
— seen by
1,831
people
each week.

Please
donate today.
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« *

Carla Howell X

Libertarian for US Senate *

*

*

| *

NAME l :
| *

ADDRESS l :
Crn STATE e I I
_ I *

PHONE E-MAll I *
*

OULUBNTION: "0 % Lo EMPLOYER I :
MAIL TO: Carla Howell for U.S. Senate » 297 Boston Post Road Suite 247 I *
* Wayland, MA 01778 e E-mail: info@carlahowell.org » www.carlahowell.org ' *
| *

You can donate §$2,000 — $1,000 for the primary, $1.000 for the general election *
Note: Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, I *
and occupation and name of employer for each individual whose contribution aggregate *
in excess of $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible I *
.
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The ‘crime’ of campaigning, and
those (illegal) henefits of heer

H ARIZONA

Is running a candidate
(or not) really a crime?

Libertarians may face a
charge of felony extortion by Re-
publicans for the “crime” of threat-
ening to run a candidate.

In late March, Republican
leaders said they had asked a
county attorney to rule whether
Libertarians had committed a
crime by offering to withdraw a
candidate in a special State Sen-
ate race — if the GOP supported
an election reform bill.

The bill would have made it
easier for Libertarians to elect
precinct committeemen. But leg-
islators scuttled it, turning it into
a Mo Udall commemorative li-
cense plate bill.

In response, the LP urged
Republican legislators to recon-
sider the measure. As an incen-
tive, the party offered to withdraw
the Libertarian candidate from a
hotly contested District 13 State
Senate race.

While Libertarians said they
considered the offer “hardball
politics,” Republicans said it may
meet the legal definition of extor-
tion.

“This is typical Republican,”
said State Chair Peter Schmerl.
“When we try to get a change to
election law passed, their re-
sponse is to intimidate us.”

The county attorney has not
yet ruled on the “extortion” issue.

B CALIFORNIA

LP: Don't link registration
with a driver’s license

A bill that would automati-
cally register young men with the
Selective Service System when
they apply for a driver’s license is
wasteful, unnecessary, and a men-
acing throwback to the days of the
draft, the state LP has charged.

The bill — AB 2574 — is in-
consistent with a free and civil
society because driving and reg-
istering for the draft “are com-
pletely unrelated,” said state LP
Executive Director Juan Ros in
an April 17 statement.

“The government is using one
form of compulsory registration —
the requirement to obtain a driv-
ers license — to accomplish an-
other,” he said. “Individuals
should be free to obtain driver’s
licenses without this abuse of gov-
ernmental authority.”

Besides, the Republican-
sponsored proposal would be a
waste of money, said Ros.

Ken Bush
+hEnRTAn LYy .ﬁav‘g'v‘&”

The KKK versus clean highways

B Missouri LP activist Ken Bush appears on KDNL-TV 30
News in March — posed in front of an Adopt-A-Highway
program sign on Highway 55 near St. Louis.

Bush was invited to appear on the show to give the
Libertarian perspective on whether the Ku Klux Klan should
be allowed to participate in the state’s Adopt-A-Highway
project — and get the “KKK” name on a sign.

“Emotions are running so high on all sides of the
brouhaha that the KKK sign was torn down by vandals each
time a new one was put up,” noted Bush.

On the air, Bush said a Libertarian would solve the
problem by privatizing the litter-control program.

“[Under a] Libertarian system, private companies and
charitable groups would recognize meritorious clean-up efforts
in their community by running ads about various clean-up
groups, thus sidestepping knotty Constitutional free-speech
issues invoked when the state [runs the program],” he said.

“Although Libertarians advo-
cate the complete abolition of Se-
lective Service, proper enforce-
ment of current law is less intru-
sive,” he said. “Let’s not spend
millions coming up with the nec-
essary forms and [new] proce-
dures for implementing this law.”

B CALIFORNIA

Libertarian proposes
referendum reforms

A state Libertarian has
drafted an initiative to give citi-
zens a “high-tech” way to qualify
referendum questions for the
ballot.

In April, Sandi Webb, state
LP secretary and former Simi
Valley councilwoman, drafted an
initiative that would move part of
the referendum petitioning pro-
cess to the Web, and give petition-
ers an extra two months to collect
signatures.

“[This proposal is] vital,”
Webb said. “You can’t get more
grassroots than the Internet.”

Currently, California law
forces referendum petitioners to
collect 500,000 signatures in 90
days, and to lug around the full
text of each statute being chal-
lenged — which can be “inches
thick,” said Webb.

Her proposal would let peti-
tioners post such supporting docu-
mentation on the Internet instead
of carrying it with them, lessen-
ing their load.

If Webb’s initiative qualifies
and passes, it will give voters “an
easier mechanism to overturn bad
laws,” she said.

B CALIFORNIA

LP member arranges
debate on free speech

New LP member Irv Rubin
has arranged for a public debate
with the mayor of Compton over
the issue of free speech rights for
police officers.

While a date and location
have not yet been finalized, the
two agreed to debate whether four

police officers should have been
suspended recently for criticizing
the mayor at a city meeting.

The debate agreement oc-
curred after Rubin, who is also the
head of the Jewish Defense
League, happened to meet Mayor
Omar Bradley at a local restau-
rant in March.

Their encounter — “friendly,
yet odd and raucous nonetheless,”
said LP activist Jason Heath —
was the latest chapter in an on-
going debate that has “polarized”
the city.

“While the details of the un-
derlying conflict are somewhat
nebulous and hotly contested, four
Compton police officers were
thrown out of a city council meet-
ing and suspended for improper
conduct,” said Heath.

The issue is important, he
said, because “once police officers
are denied the right to speak, we
mere citizens are doomed.”

B COLORADO

War on Drugs to hlame
for police corruption

Don’t blame police officers for
corruption — blame the War on
Drugs.

That was the response from
the state Libertarian Party after
a veteran police officer in the town
of Longmont was charged with
taking bribes from drug dealers
to tip them off about upcoming
busts.

“When you outlaw something
that some people want, like drugs,
you raise the price dramatically,”
said State Chair BetteRose
Smith on April 22. “When the
price goes up so very high, brib-
ery cannot be far behind.”

As a result, police turn into
“addicts” themselves — “hooked
on bribe money to overlook violent
crimes. Just as alcohol prohibition
led to the payoffs of police and
Jjudges, so has drug prohibition.”

The solution? “We need to get
our police out of the business of
chasing non-violent drug users, so
they will not be in the position of
accepting bribes in the first
place,” said Smith.

H COLORADO

Resolution: Don't make
soldiers wear UN colors

American soldiers should
march under American colors and
not the insignia of the United
Nations, the Adams County LP
has declared.

On February 28, the county
LP unanimously passed a resolu-
tion opposing any effort to force
American troops to wear foreign
or U.N. military insignia.

The statement also declared
that U.S. soldiers should not serve
under foreign command, and en-
dorsed individual soldiers’ rights
to boycott such service.

The resolution was sparked
by the case of Michael New, a U.S.
soldier facing court martial for
refusing to serve under U.N. com-
mand, said Chair Jay Carper.

In part, the resolution de-
manded that “no member of the
Armed Forces of the United

States be required to wear as part
of the military uniform any badge,
symbol, headgear, or other visible
insignia of the United Nations or
any foreign State.”

“Not a single Libertarian op-
posed it,” Carper said.

H DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

LP lends hand to keep
anti-IMF protest peaceful

Did the Libertarian Party’s
belief in the “non-initiation of
force” help reduce the level of vio-
lence at the April protests against
the International Monetary Fund
in Washington, DC?

Longtime LP activist Carol
Moore — who put together a vol-
unteer “peacekeeper” force to
monitor the April 16-17 demon-
strations — said it did.

“I think [we] helped convince
the unions to rally with the peace-
keepers, which meant less vio-
lence,” she said. “I also convinced
some of the violent demonstrators
to control themselves and even to
speak out for peace.”

Moore’s group patrolled dem-
onstration areas on the Ellipse in
front of the White House, and was
able to calm angry protesters who
were heading for confrontation
with police, she said.

Her most persuasive argu-
ment with protesters: Nonvio-
lence and non-initiation of force
are central to real social change.

“If we can’t learn nonviolent
conflict resolution within our
movements, how can we create a
peaceful world?” she asked.

B GEORGIA _
Design a new website,

win Convention package

The Georgia LP faced a chal-
lenge: It wanted to overhaul its
website — and also wanted to
send a full delegation to the up-
coming Libertarian National Con-
vention in Anaheim, California.

So, it combined the two prob-
lems into one solution, and offered
a deluxe Gold package (worth
$369) to the Convention to the
person who submitted the best
website redesign concept.

“We need to totally overhaul
the site in order to best leverage
the opportunities that the Inter-
net provides,” explained LP activ-
ist Helmut Forren when the con-
test was announced. “We need
immediate assistance with cre-
ative look-and-feel appearance
[and] detailed site maps.”

The goal of the new website,
he said, will be to “attract visitors,
leverage their visit, generate LP
visibility, attract new members,
raise funds, garner votes, and ev-
erything under the sun.”

The contest closed on May 21.
When LP News went to press, the
Georgia LP had not yet an-
nounced a winner.

HIOWA
County party: Include

'LP candidates on list

The Johnson County LP has
launched a campaign to convince
the County Auditor to include Lib-



ertarians on its list of candidates
running for office.

“Many people think govern-
ment will treat everyone fairly,”
said County LP Chair Christy
Ann Welty, who is spearheading
the effort. “In reality, government
power is used for favoritism and
self-perpetuation.”

Welty has used letters, press
releases, and the threat of legal
action to urge the County Audi-
tor to include Tim Borchardt,
the Libertarian contender for the
Johnson County Board of Super-
visors, on the “official” list of can-
didates it gives to voters and de-
bate forums.

The County Auditor’s office
claims it cannot mention any
third-party candidate until peti-
tions are filed in August.

But Welty said that policy is
unfair — and Libertarians cannot
wait that long.

“Because [debate] organizers
don’t know he’s running, Tim will
miss out on opportunities for par-
ticipation in candidate forums,”
she said. “Libertarian messages
may be lost.”

HIOWA

Johnson Co. LP offers
‘lliegal’ beer information

“Got beer?” Or, rather, “Got
nutritional information about
beer?”

If you don’t, the Johnson
County LP is now offering card-
board coasters with a detailed list-
ing of the vitamins and nutrients
in a bottle of brew — information
that the BATF has made illegal
to put on a beer label.

“It’s against the law for beer
brewers or sellers to post nutri-
tion information on or near their
products,” noted county LP Chair
Christy Ann Welty. “No other po-
litical party is willing to stand up
for the benefits of beer, but we
will.”

To publicize those “benefits,”
the county LP is offering the
coasters for $5 each or $20 per set
of five. One side lists “Beer Nu-
trition” information; the other
side features the Johnson County
LP logo.

“The coaster educates about
values of both food and freedom,”
Welty said. “People are going to
buy beer. Maybe they’ll buy into
freedom, too.”

To order, write: LPJC, PO Box
401, Iowa City, 1A 52244.

H LOUISIANA

Libertarian: End city ban
on Sunday wine sales

Baton Rouge will sell no wine
before it’s time on Sunday — but
one Libertarian is now working to
change that.

RARE
COINS

BEST
| PRICES |
1-800-524-6321
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Helping the homeless, “100% free of government” interference

B Astarte Rainbow, the secretary of the Multnomah County LP in Oregon, ladles out a scoop
of homemade chili for the homeless at a table in Portland in late April.

Every week, Rainbow hosts the booth, handing out food for the less fortunate — along
with voter registration forms and initiative petitions, said Ken Montone, the Oregon LP

communications director.

The table always draws a large crowd “because this [is] the first time that a political
party practiced what it preached: Individual responsibility,” he said. “When was the last
time you saw the Democratic or Republican Party on the streets caring for the homeless?”

Rainbow “cooks, coordinates and gives out all the food, every week,” said Montone —
which makes the project “100% free of government programs, legislation, regulations, laws,

and disincentives.”

LP activist Michael Wolf has
started a lobbying campaign to
repeal a city law that makes it il-
legal to sell wine on Sunday.

“I've suffered under this ri-
diculous law for 30 years and I'm
sick of it,” he said. “Nearby cities
permit alcohol sales on Sunday
with no ill effects. It’s time to
bring Baton Rouge into the 21st
century.”

Wolf launched his one-man
lobbying campaign earlier this
year after the City Council re-
fused to introduce a repeal mea-
sure.

In response, Wolf wrote a let-
ter-to-the-editor to the local news-
paper, quizzed the mayor about
the law at a public forum, and con-
vinced a city councilman to sup-
port a repeal ordinance.

“With a little persistence,
we’ll be able to mold public opin-
ion in favor of letting those of us
who aren’t priests get wine on
Sunday if we want it!” he said.

H MAINE

Clean Elections Act is
‘welfare for politicians’

A new so-called “Clean Elec-
tion” law is “nothing less than
welfare for politicians,” the state
LP has charged.

“It’s bad enough that Demo-
crats and Republicans have flam-
boyantly spent the hard-earned
tax dollars of Maine citizens,” said
Maine LP Press Secretary Jeff
Weinstein on April 5. “Now
they’re asking that you finance
their campaigns as well.”

The bill, which was passed by

voters in 1996 and upheld in court
last year, takes effect for the 2000
election. It allows candidates to
take campaign funds from a tax-
funded “Clean Election Fund” in-
stead of raising their own money.
But Libertarians refuse to
participate, said Weinstein.
“Libertarians take responsi-
bility for raising and spending
their own campaign funds, unlike
a number of politicians in Maine
of both major parties,” he said.
“They think that makes us dirty
— and that’s just fine with us.”

B MICHIGAN

State LP works to keep

hallot access in 2000

The state LP has formed a
Ballot Access Retention Commit-
tee 2000 (BARC) to make sure it
retains ballot status after the
2000 election.

The committee — created in
December and moving into high
gear this spring — has set the goal
of winning the “largest vote total
for the LP presidential candidate
in any state in the nation,” said
LP campaign manager Barbara
Goushaw, one of the primary
movers behind the effort.

“We lost ballot status after
1992, she said. “We retained it
after the 1996 election, but I want
a resounding vote total in 2000.”

According to state law, Liber-
tarians must win 1% of the vote
for its “top of the ticket candidate”
— the LP presidential candidate
— to maintain ballot status.

To achieve that goal, BARC
activists are planning radio and

print ads, and have reserved over
a dozen billboards.

“We’re building a professional
campaign organization to meet
this challenge,” said Goushaw.

B MINNESOTA

For ninth time, LP says:
‘Give It All Back Now!'

State Libertarians partici-
pated in the ninth “Give It All
Back Now” rally on the steps of
the state Capitol building —
blasting Governor Jesse Ventura
for making excuses instead of
keeping his campaign promises.

“Always measure your
elected legislators and candidates
by their actions, not their words,”
said State Chair Charles Test,
who spoke at the rally. “We've
learned this the hard way with
Jesse Ventura campaigning with
libertarian rhetoric, but govern-
ing like a Democrat.”

The rally — which was held
on April 15 and attracted a crowd
of several thousand — demanded
that the governor and legislature
return the state’s $1.8 billion sur-
plus “to the people who created it
— the taxpayers,” said Test.

Noting that then-candidate
Ventura vowed to “give it all back”
at the first such LP rally in 1998,
Test said Ventura has only re-
turned “25¢ on the dollar” so far.

B NEW YORK

Libertarians rally to save

church from land-grab
More than 100 Libertarians
and other activists participated in

a rally in March to try to save a
church from a government land-
grab scheme. -

On March 25, Libertarians
led a rally at the site of St. Luke’s
Pentecostal Church in New
Cassel — which the region’s Com-
munity Development Authority is
trying to seize for “community re-
vitalization” under a federally
funded “urban renewal” program.

“Moses said to Pharaoh, ‘Let
my people go,” ” Nassau County
LP Chair Richard Cooper told
the assembly. “The Libertarian
Party says to our modern Pha-
raoh, ‘Let these people stay.””

In the coming months, Liber-
tarians will sponsor more pro-
church rallies and continue to cir-
culate petitions calling on the
CDA to leave the church alone,
said Cooper.

And in Washington, DC, Con-
gressman Ron Paul (R-TX) has
introduced a bill that would bar
the use of federal funds to seize
church property.

N VIRGINIA

VCU students protest
‘censorship’ of speech

Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity Libertarians have accused
school officials of “censorship” for
trying to block a pro-drug decrimi-
nalization event on campus.

On April 21, VCU officials
revoked room space the school’s
Libertarian Club had reserved for
a speech by noted Virginia mari-
Jjuana activist Roy Scherer.

“The reason for revoking the
space was directly related to
Scherer’s topic, the harm of mari-
juana laws,” said LP activist
Greg Lloyd.

Over 50 students turned out
for the speech, but found the room
locked.

Undaunted, Libertarians
quickly moved the event to a
nearby room — and Scherer was
able to complete most of his pre-
sentation before security person-
nel arrived and cleared the room,
said Lloyd.

“Apparently VCU officials
decided this was not an appropri-
ate topic for such a fine school and
revoked their official status as a
student organization,” he said.

Libertarians now plan to file
a formal complaint about the ac-
tion, said Lloyd, and publicize the
school’s “censorship.”

Commemaoratives

Gold &
Silver

MW .999 1/10-0z. ............. Gold $99
NEW! 999 1/4-0z ....... Gold $219
W .999 1/4-oz ... Silver $9.95
M Pendants............. $17.95 and up

Discounts on $500 order or more

10% of all sales donated
to the Libertarian Party!
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Briefs

Newsletter will analyze candidates

Washington State Libertarian has launched a new news-
letter to help other party members determine which LP
candidates are worthy of support or likely to win election.
Brian Bartels, state LP communications director, debuted

his e-mail newsletter, Victory News, in April, and said it will
help Libertarians cut through the “hype” of campaign promises.

“Victory News is an investment newsletter for Libertarian
donors, looking for opportunities to get the most libertarianism
for their dollar,” he said. “I provide news about opportunities to
advance liberty through support of viable candidates.”

Bartels, a past editor of Liberty magazine, said he will use
his media expertise and his own experiences as a local candi-
date to “rate candidates” on viability, fundraising success, and
other objective criteria.

“This will help potential donors cut through the
fundraising hype that’s an inevitable part of any political cam-
paign,” he said.

The first issue of the newsletter examined the campaign of
Michael Hamilton, who is running for Pierce County Council in
Spanaway, Washington. Future issues will focus on Mitch
Shults’s run for Oregon State Treasurer and Carla Howell’s bid
for U.S. Senate in Massachusetts.

His analysis of the campaigns, said Bartels, will be based
on his own campaign experience and his role in statewide cam-
paigns as communications director.

The newsletter, delivered monthly by e-mail, is available at
no cost. For information, visit: www.vforvictory.net.

Website: Science fiction & liberty

libertarians who enjoy science fiction have a new place to
visit this month: The www.scifidimensions.com website,
which features several articles examining the liberty/
speculative fiction connection.

The new May issue of scifidimensions includes pieces about
the Prometheus Awards — given each year by the Libertarian
Futurists Society to honor libertarian-themed science fiction —
and an examination of Atlas Shrugged from a science fiction
perspective, said site editor John C. Snider.

“[The] article entitled ‘But Is It Science Fiction? Ayn Rand’s
Atlas Shrugged,” analyzes this classic work of literature from a
science fiction standpoint,” he said. “I hope [Libertarians will]
take the time to visit our site.”

On a non-political note, the site also includes articles about
Star Trek and the “Ten Movies That Changed Science Fiction,”
and an interview with space entrepreneur Jim Benson.

Paglia: A ‘Libertarian Democrat"’

amille Paglia, the iconoclastic art critic

and foe of feminism, has said again that

she’s a libertarian — but wants party
members to stop sending her “dreary” letters
urging her to run for president.

In her April 26 column in the online pub-
lication Salon, Paglia wrote that she was a
“libertarian Democrat” — but was reluctant
to support LP candidates in 2000.

Why? Because while she does agree “with
many of the platform tenets of the Libertar-
ian Party,” she wrote, “I am troubled by its
failure to highlight social responsibility as an
ethical principle. I feel society must respond to those in need.”

Paglia seems to misunderstand the LP’s position on respon-
sibility, countered LP Political Director Ron Crickenberger.

“Contrary to Ms. Paglia, Libertarians have a profound be-
lief in individual responsibility and compassion,” he said. “We
just understand that private organizations can do a better job
of helping the needy than can government bureaucrats.”

Paglia’s other gripe: People pestering her to run for president.

“Over the years, I've gotten many rather dreary mailings
from the Libertarian Party, including invitations to compete for
its presidential nomination,” she wrote.

That was news to Crickenberger.

“The national office doesn’t recruit presidential candidates,
nor send her any dreary letters,” he said. “And I'd be surprised
if any LP member wants a presidential candidate who supports
government-guaranteed medical care and housing. For a ‘liber-
tarian Democrat,” Paglia seems more Democrat than libertarian.”

Paglia is the author of the books Sexual Personae and Tramps
and Vamps. Her columns can be found at www.salon.com.

Dreary letters.

B Camille Paglia:

Party's anti-Census project raised
public concern about the long form

he Libertarian Party’s cam-

paign against privacy-invad-

ing Census questions seems
to have made Americans more
suspicious about the 2000 Census,
according to a recent public opin-
ion survey — and has continued
to generate media coverage for the
party.

“The evidence is piling up
that our campaign helped change
public perceptions about uncon-
stitutional Census questions,”
said Steve Dasbach, the party’s
national director. “And thanks to
the phenomenal media coverage
this campaign generated, it also
helped raise public awareness
about the Libertarian Party.”

According to a poll by Inter-
Survey published in USA Today
on May 5, 48% of Americans said
“privacy concerns” made them
less likely to answer questions on
the long form, while 29% said the
same thing about the short form.

When asked about specific
questions, 53% said queries about
income were “too personal.” An-
other 20% said questions about
housing were intrusive, and 22%
mentioned questions about race.

USA Today attributed that
concern to “the outery by conser-
vative Republicans, Libertarians,
and talk show hosts.”

But while Republicans may
have echoed some similar mild
privacy concerns, the Libertarian
Party started the Census privacy
campaign, noted Dasbach.

2,000 radio stations

Between January and April,
the LP issued four press releases
and an op-ed about the Census,
did more than 100 print and
broadcast interviews, did several
guest spots on national TV, and
appeared on more than 2,000 ra-
dio stations, he said.

“This was our most success-
ful campaign, in terms of inter-
views and press coverage, since
our anti-Know Your Customer ef-
fort in 1999,” said Dasbach.

During the campaign, the
party encouraged Americans to
answer the only Census question
required by the Constitution: How
many people live in your home?

“Census bureaucrats say it is
your civic duty to answer all the
questions,” said Dasbach at that
time. “But it’s actually your pa-
triotic duty to refuse to answer
nosy Census questions.”

The problem with the Census,
he said, is that government bu-
reaucrats use it to determine “who
gets how much of what.”

“Information collected by the
Census is used to dole out an es-
timated $180 billion in taxpayers’
money and to allow the govern-
ment to discriminate against
Americans based on their racial
background,” said Dasbach.

In addition to media appear-
ances previously listed in LP

DASBACH:
“Our campaign
helped change

public perception
about the Census.”

News [May 2000], the party also
received coverage:

B On CBS Evening News
with Dan Rather on March 31.
California LP activist Mark
Selzer appeared on the show,
identified as a “Libertarian and
Internet Businessman,” to discuss
why he opposed the Census.

“I said that the Census was a
major invasion of privacy, that I
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Martin Rose
9

right was definitely violated.”

right.

ALLOW

“What a great defense for Kubby,
MecVWilliams, McCormick, and others like them. Their first human
— 8. Carter (Draper, VA)
“Probably the only way to save the small farmer and stop the
greenhouse effect. I agree with Martin Rose; restore the first human
” — E. Scott (Max Meadows, VA)
“The First Iluman Right could propel the Libertarian Party onto the
front page of every national newspaper.” — J. Kirkner (Shawsville, VA)

he single most important question that every politician
I should have to answer: Do you support the First [Tuman

Right? Libertarian cgndidates should be using the
First ITuman Right approach to ending the drug war, instead
of campaigning for total drug legalization that alienates a lot
of voters — and hinders Libertarians’ chances of recruiting
new members that are very supportive of other Libertarian
ideas and party Platform. — Martin Rose, Author

AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER ONLY
Send check/money order for $7.75 plus $1.00 for shipping to
FHRO ¢ P.O. Box 199 ¢ Hurdle Mills, NC 27541

4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
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got the long form and was so dis-
gusted I threw it in the trash,”
said Selzer.

M In the Indianapolis Star
(April 11), which noted: “The Lib-
ertarian Party has been vocal in
its opposition [to the Census].”

B In the Topeka Capital-
Journal (April 8), which reported:
“Some groups, such as the Liber-
tarian Party, have said Americans
should give two pieces of informa-
tion — how many people live at
an address and who they are.”

In addition, anti-Census op-
eds were printed in the Caledonia
Record (St. Johnsbury, Vermont),
the Atlantic City Press (New Jer-
sey), the Index-Journal (Green-
wood, South Carolina), the Fort
Wayne Journal-Gazette (Indiana),
The Missoulian (Montana), the
Las Vegas Journal-Review (Ne-
vada), and the Daily Journal
(Kankakee, Illinois).

b The most

| controversial.
- Bool of 2000!

Your First
Human Right

BY MARTIN ROSE

“The best approach to

~ ending the drug war.

¢¢ Martin really hit the point.”
i — S. Blalock (Prospect

. Hill, NC)

“Every Libertarian
candidate should put the
. First [luman Right issue
| at the very top of their

| agenda.” — J. Finnerty
: (Solvay, NY)
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Why I'm Running For President
Harry Browne

e have a lot to be opti-

mistic about this year.

Public interest in

third parties has esca-

lated. But to capitalize on that
interest, we have to let voters
know of the alternative we offer.

Fortunately, the Libertarian
Party is abaut three times the size
it was four years ago, with greater
talent and greater resources. This
means far more people will hear
our message this year than in
1996.

Our campaign has already
produced a 30-minute TV show
that has run on commercial sta-
tions in Atlanta, Denver, St. Pe-
tersburg, and Jacksonville. We
hope to run it on national com-
mercial networks after the LP
convention. And in May we pro-
duced a series of 60-second ads we
expect to run nationally in June.

Just since February, we've
had press coverage from the As-
sociated Press and dozens of met-
ropolitan daily newspapers. And
during that time I've had the op-
portunity to appear nine times on
national television, 34 times on

national radio, and over 60 times
on big-city radio shows.

The reception to the Libertar-
lan message is better than ever.
And that isn’t surprising. After
all, what other party is offering
to set people free — to allow them
to live their lives as they want,
rather than as the politicians com-
mand? We have the strongest po-
litical message in the world. To
gain people’s approval we need
only focus on how much better off

they’ll be in a Libertarian
America.

However, they can’t approve
of what they never hear. It’s vital
that we be able to transmit that
message far and wide, and that
takes money. The more money we
raise this year, the more we can
broadcast the message. I hope
you'll pledge to help make it pos-
sible for us to do far more televi-
sion advertising than any previ-
ous Libertarian presidential cam-
paign.

4,300 volunteers

Making people aware of the
message also requires personal
effort. 'm happy to report that our
campaign now has over 4,300 vol-
unteers who have signed up to
write letters about the campaign
to newspapers and broadcasters,
to distribute literature, to call into
talk shows, to post yard signs —
all of which will help make the
campaign much more visible.

And visibility is the key. We
need to make all Americans aware
that there’s a party that wants to
set them free, to reduce govern-

ment to its constitutional limits,
to free them from the income tax,
to let them out of Social Security,
to end the insane War on Drugs,
and to stop the dangerous foreign
policy of the past 60 years.

If we can do that at the na-
tional level, it will make life much
easier for the 2,000 Libertarian
candidates who will be running
local or state-wide campaigns. If
we elevate name recognition for
the Libertarian label, we will in-
spire voters to punch their ballots
for Libertarians even when
they’re unfamiliar with the indi-
vidual candidates.

We are already way ahead of
where we were at this time in
1996. But that’s not good enough.
We need to break through the
limitations of a small, marginal
party and become important
enough to have an impact on the
outcome of this election.

I hope you will help. We need
your time, your money, your com-
mitment to do whatever you can
to take the presidential campaign
and the party to new heights.

Please get in touch with me

by going to my website at
HarryBrowne.org or call (800)
777-2000. We'll send you a video-
cassette of the 30-minute TV show
and details on how you can help
make this the best Libertarian
presidential campaign ever.

B Harry Browne is the author
of 11 books, a radio and TV per-
sonality, and a public speaker —
and he was the 1996 Libertarian
candidate for President of the
United States. For 30 years he
was an investment advisor, retir-
ing in 1997. His new book, The
Great Libertarian Offer, will be
published in June.

Don Gorman

11 through my life, I have
had a passion for liberty, for
freedom.

I have seen the tradi-
tional freedom and liberty of the
American citizen being eroded,
encroached upon — and very few
seem to realize that this is hap-
pening. The process creeps on, lo-
cally, state-wide and all through
the country — and those of us who
understand what is going on must
work against it, fight back, act to
help others to see and under-
stand.

Most of all, we must find ways
to halt this erosion of our liberty.

The Libertarian Party, of
which I have been a member for
the last nine years, is the tradi-
tional guardian of Freedom, the
best hope of gaining back our Con-
stitutional rights. We need to
build the strongest possible foun-
dation for this Party, helping to
elect Libertarians in every posi-
tion they can win.

In this way, the message of
the Party will be felt locally
through the success of these “win-
ners” in lowering the cost and the

intrusiveness of the government
in which they have a role. Until
Libertarians move to take these
positions and this responsibility,
we will remain a marginal group,
unable to achieve the freedom we
so desire. I am absolutely con-
vinced that encouraging Libertar-
1ans to gain local, winnable office
is the best way to build this strong
foundation.

It is to this end that I pledge
to cross the country, appearing

with local candidates, helping
them to attract media attention,
speaking to the constituents they
are seeking to attract to their
campaigns, supporting them in
every way I can.

At the same time, I under-
stand the importance of using the
mass media to bring the Libertar-
ian message to anyone who will
listen. I believe that I can do that,
with the help of Libertarian ac-
tivists around the country.

Media appearances

In every state where I have
attended a convention, knowl-
edgeable supporters have ar-
ranged media appearances. [ have
been on TV, on talk radio, given
newspaper interviews — and
many other such appearances are
being arranged as I write.

My speeches may not be as
smooth and sophisticated as those
of others, but many people have
tired of listening to political rheto-
ric. I have a down-to-earth,
straight-forward way of going out
to people. I believe in being fac-
tual and truthful; I will not build

a fantasy that we can’t at this
moment achieve. Instead, I will
ask you to build the foundation,
to work toward freedoms we can
gain this year, right now.

Here is an example:

Legalizing the compassionate
use of marijuana is within our
reach! Several states have already
passed laws that make this pal-
liative use legal — but the Fed-
eral government is trying to nul-
lify these laws and overrun the
will of the people, often using hor-
rifying force to do so. We should
be working in every possible way
to strengthen these laws, to help
other states to pass them, to keep
the Federal government from but-
lying its citizens. This is an
achievable goal, and one that will
be shared by many who are not
as yet Libertarians.

It is also a step toward a
greater freedom that is just be-
yond our grasp at the moment,
but increasingly more reasonable
and supportable for many non-
Libertarians: the end of the de-
structive War on Drugs! The ter-
rible results of this conflict are

obvious; we are squandering huge
resources in people, money, trust
and liberty. We need to speak out
and to act on this matter, but not
in such a way that we frighten the
general population. We must have
elected representatives who can
vote to end this prohibition!

Clarify and purify

And the only way to elect
those representatives is to stayt
off in “entry-level,” winnable po-
sitions in which we can demon-
strate our ability to think and to
act for the good of all. Libertar-
ians will not be contaminated by
political success; they will clarify
and purify the political process
wherever they are elected!

It happened with me in the
New Hampshire Legislature, it’s
beginning to happen with elected
Libertarians all over the country
— and I promise that I will work

‘hard to continue this process, to

create a real movement for Free-
dom!

There is no way that one per-

son can do this alone. Even hav-

See GORMAN Page 15
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Why I'm Running For Presitent

Barry Hess

y decision to seek the
Libertarian nomination
for the American Presi-
dency was actually
made in September, 1999. I saw
the future of the Libertarian
Party finally being elevated to
prominence in the year 2000.

So it came as a tremendous
blow to hear the 1996 nominee
adamantly asserting that we
“simply cannot win the White
House this time around, and prob-
ably not for several years to
come,” “realistically,” I was as-
sured, a 5% vote total was some-
thing to be “thrilled” with.

I thought to myself, “If you
chogse to lose, I can guarantee
your success every single time.” |
realized there was literally no one
else who was willing to stand up
and give us an honest, full out ef-
fort to return control of the White
House to the dictates of the Con-
stitution in this election year.

As a businessman and former
salesman, I have literally been in
the private homes of over 10,000
American families who were will-
ing to share their thoughts, expe-

riences and expectations of gov-
ernment. In this regard, there
isn’t a single candidate for the
nomination who can match my
experience. | know how close to
the surface the frustration with
our government runs.

I am not a politician, I am a
leader. Those who contend politi-
cal experience is a positive factor
are wrong. The great perversion
of our government happened as a
result of “professional politicians”

who worried about their own po-
litical futures instead of that of
the American people.

Certainly our founding fa-
thers would find that our society
had been reduced to its current
state because we kept-electing
career politicians. Their intent
was to provide a mechanism that
would allow the Citizenry to be
represented best by one of their
own, not an elitist.

Learned in office

Only 42 people in history
have ever held the office of the
Presidency, and I am confident
that each and every one would tell
us that 99.9% of what they needed
to know to function in the office
was learned in office. This posi-
tion is so unique; there literally
is no way to prepare.

A grasp of the Constitution,
common sense and the integrity
to follow through in doing what is
right, are preferable to laying
claim to having been “successful”
at thriving in a corrupt system. I
am intent on changing the way
things get done in Washington,
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DC, and not concerned with how
they are being done now.

I have no stronger desire than
to restore our nation to its former
greatness. As America’s first
party, Libertarians have an obli-
gation to press on until the job
gets done. A single-mindedness
of purpose is the real qualification
we need.

The single most self-destruc-
tive blow that ever struck this
country was clearly the imposi-
tion of the “income tax.” Not only
does it breach the barriers of in-
dividual privacy, and force every
American to live in fear of their
government, but it took our moms
out of the home, and out of com-
munity involvement.

Without parental attention,
our latchkey children are left to
the mercy of Jerry Springer to
learn their values and morals.
What have we done? My promise,
and you can read my lips, is to
absolutely eliminate any and all
tax on your earnings and remove
any and all reporting require-
ments.

The constant attempts of

subversives within our govern-
ment to disarm the American citi-
zen will be brought to an abrupt
and immediate end. My commit-
ment is to the American Consti-
tution, as written, unless or until

" it is changed by the People. I will

not relent until we have a com-
plete restoration of this bulwark
against tyranny.

Trampling rights

I will declare war on the “war
on drugs” in all of its insidious-
ness in trampling of our natural
rights. I will free all Americans
who are imprisoned without hav-
ing committed a “crime” against
another citizen, their property or
their rights.

Removing governmental in-
fluence from our schools will en-
hance the quality of education.
Competition begets excellence in
educating our children, assuring
America’s prominence for genera-
tions to come.

By recalling our military
troops and strengthening our na-
tional defenses, we will eliminate

See HESS Page 15

Dave Hollist

11 try not to waste your time.

Instead of being a candidate, I

prefer to vote for someone to

defend my property, but unfor-
tunately everyone on the ballot
wants to take my money even
though our constitution starts
with “Congress shall make no law
respecting the establishment of
religion.” Our elected politicians
believe they should take our
money while I think the opposite,
and when they tax us, they are
establishing their religion by
force.

Sadly, even our party’s last
presidential candidate said on his
website that he would use excise
taxes and tariffs to operate our
government. This is unacceptable
because he has signed a contract
with us stating that he would not
advocate the initiation of force as
a means of achieving political
goals. This pledge is the distin-
guishing characteristic of our
party and the only thing that I have
agreed to in becoming a member,
so I thought the only alternative
was to be on the ballot myself.

Ayn Rand taught me a way to

finance government, which I've
spent the last 20 plus years try-
ing to sell to the majority of vot-
ers, and why | am running for
president.

Let me give you an example:
Bill Gates is the wealthiest per-
son in the world. He is an Ameri-
can businessman who signs bil-
lion-dollar contracts. If anything
goes wrong — if people don’t fol-
low through with what they had
promised — his attorneys just

present the contract to our gov-
ernment, and the courts adjudi-
cate it. And if necessary, the po-
lice are sent out with guns drawn
and will shoot people dead in or-
der to get what is due Mr. Gates.

This is a wonderful service
that is provided by our govern-
ment, but there is one thing that
is wrong: It’s free. I don’t under-
stand — how can something of
such great value be free?

Enough money

Well, you guessed it. I propose
that we charge people one percent
of the value of their contracts to
insure them against something
going wrong. Now in this ex-
ample, one percent would be ten
million dollars that would be paid
into the United States Treasury,
and this is just one man and this
is just one of his contracts so you
can see that with all the contracts
that are signed each day, this
would raise hundreds of billions
of dollars each year — more than
enough money to effectively run
our government.

Now it’s insurance — no one

has to buy it, but if something
goes wrong with your contract and
you didn’t have insurance, you'd
have a big problem. If you go out
and forcibly try to take what you
felt you deserved, the police would
stop you. If you go to the govern-
ment, it will say that you should
have bought insurance, and you
probably will the next time. You
can see the great incentive.

[ know it’s painful to listen to
insurance salesmen so I'll shut up,
but essentially that is what I am
— a contract insurance salesman,
and I'm applying for a job. I'm
asking you to hire me. If you vote
for me, I will do my best to per-
suade the majority of voters to buy
contract insurance. Thanks for
your consideration.

These are the introductory
remarks that I plan to make in the
presidential debate at our na-
tional convention this year. After
making similar statements at my
state convention debate, I was
politely booed by some and I ap-
preciate this opportunity to elabo-
rate using this newer technology
of the written word.

At our last regional meeting,
a fellow Libertarian said that I
had frightened the delegates with
all this talk about shooting people
dead. This may seem harsh but
people’s lives depend on the
money they invest in business
deals and without this system of
compliance, few if any of the mod-
ern conveniences that we enjoy
could have been created.

Voluntary system

Unlike the uninvited intru-
sions in our lives by politicians
today, I propose a voluntary sys-
tem whereby we hire our govern-
ment to enforce our contracts. But
make no mistake, if you invite
your government into your life,
you are agreeing to have it shoot
you dead if you refuse to give up
the property that you agreed to in
a contract. By the way, this is the
ultimate proof to those you are
doing business with that you are
serious about following through

with your commitments.
Thanks to the growing num-
ber of Libertarian voters and can-
See HOLLIST Page 15
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Why I'm Running For LP Chair
Gary Copeland

he Libertarian Party has

struggled to become the

predominant third party,

well-organized in all states.
While the liberal leanings of
television’s single-point communi-
cation have been the trademark
of the 20th century, the Internet,
with multiple-point communica-
tion, will forever be home to Lib-
ertarian ideals and concepts that
are the seeds of tomorrow’s dream
of a self-governing people. We will
use the Web to continue the revo-
lution that began with Jefferson
and Paine.

Currently I am working with
several activists on the Wolf Pack,
a political PAC to use volunteers
and donations to double registra-
tion where possible and create
a media presence in those states
where it is not. http:/www.
epires.com/wolfpack/

By creating ideas that reach
beyond just the present libertar-
lan constituency, we create the
desire for other parties and politi-
cos to join and learn of our cause.
Our next step into a larger uni-
verse is pivotal for the expansion

of our ideas and goals for the 21st
century. We are but limited by our
own convictions and imagination.

Being a Libertarian

It means not only willing to
be unsuccessful but going out and
failing in order to sacrifice per-
sonal time for the hope that one
person will realize that they can
make a difference.

It’s knowing that your vote
counts for more than all the

people who don'’t register.

It’s teaching others that in
order to get liberty I have to give
it

It’s willing to listen to politi-
cians who sacrifice our rights on
the altar of government in order
to fulfill self-serving desires for
power and control.

It’s long debates about the
color red, green and how many
Libertarians fit on the head of a
pin.

It’s convincing candidates
that their sacrifice for the party
is not in vain and that each per-
son they touched makes a differ-
ence, even if they never see it.

But most of all it means be-
ing an individual willing and able
to change the system. Standing up
and fighting government any-
where and everywhere it invades
the lives of individuals and busi-
ness. Hope springs eternal and
that the right to make the wrong
decision is part of the gift of life
liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness.

I am humbled to be among
those who have served the party.

We fight a noble battle that not
since the revolution could mean
so much. I am Proud to be a Lib-
ertarian.’

I have three goals:

B Double the registered Lib-
ertarians

B Double the membership

B Create a permanent pro-
cess for party growth

Doubling the party in two
years is not a goal that will come
easy and it will gain me no acco-
lades from my libertarian peers.
This I can do. :

Elect me and I will double the
registered Libertarians, double
the membership, and design a
permanent process for party
growth.

B Gary David Copeland: Pro-
fessionally, I am the President of
Epicenter Research, a computer-
consulting firm founded in 1983.
I authored the book Enterprise
Design for the 21st Century. I re-
cently started another company,
NextCure, an Internet business
involved in information content
for the public and the pharmaceu-

tical industry. I have three chil-
dren, Lake, Willow, and Ceara,
and a wonderful Libertarian wife,
Kelley O’neill.

James

am running for chair because

I believe I have the requisite

skills, experience, tempera-

ment, and vision for the task.
Also, several LP members
throughout the country, repre-
senting many viewpoints concern-
ing strategy/tactics, urged me to
run because they believe I'll be a
“consensus candidate” who will
help bring party factions together.

I have breadth and depth of
experience and success in the
various aspects of building the
party at all levels:

B LNC member (elected at-
large, 1998)

B National campus coordinator

B Organized several local par-
ties in Virginia and other states

B Secretary, Jefferson Area
Libertarians (LPVa. local affiliate)

B Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict chair

W Vice-chairman,
(1998-2000)

B LP Platform Committee
(1991, 1998), LP Bylaws Commit-
tee (2000)

M Success ’97, Success '99
seminar faculty member

LPVa.

. LAar

B Advisor to several candi-
dates/campaigns (1999, 2000)

Emphasize

Should you entrust me with
the chairmanship, I'll emphasize:

1) Reaching out to young
people, particularly high school
and college students. It is crucial
that we improve our youth out-
reach. My campus work will help
me in this matter.

2) Improving the process of

generating, recruiting, and train-
ing new activists. We must en-
courage members to become activ-
ists, particularly members who
are the “lone Libertarian” in the
community. While Success ’97 and
Success ‘99 training programs
were very successful, we can use
other tools to improve the quality
and scope of our efforts. One pro-
gram [ want to establish involves
“schools” for candidates and cam-
paign managers.

3) Improving membership re-
tention.

4) Improving ways to leverage
work by Libertarian movement
organizations, especially think
tanks (e.g., Cato, Reason, Cas-
cade, Heartland) and education
groups (e.g.,, FE.E., .LH.S.). My
relationship with these organiza-
tions is very good; I believe I can
contribute substantially in this
task.

5) Conducting a full-scale sys-
tems analysis of the LP and its
operations particularly concern-
ing information flow. LP opera-
tions should be reviewed on a
regular basis; as a systems engi-

neer, I believe I'll ask the right
questions and help find the right
answers.

(These are broad statements;
I provide more details in other
forums.)

Certain aspects of my per-
sonal situation should be particu-
larly helpful if I am chairman. As
a professor, my schedule is rea-
sonably flexible and I’ll have
roughly four months during the
spring/summer to devote to this
activity.

Oversight

I live within a two-hour drive
of LP headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C., which will facilitate my
efforts to raise the LP profile with
Congress, regulatory agencies,
the “prestige press,” and think
tanks. Also, I can easily perform
the chair’s oversight responsibili-
ties.

Note: I am not campaigning
for chair in the conventional man-
ner. [ am working at several tasks
to promote liberty/defeat statism,
and I don’t want to divert re-
sources from these tasks to caim-

paign for internal party positions.
I shall offer my positions and
qualifications in various forums,
discuss issues with Anaheim con-
vention attendees, and then seek
the judgment of the delegates.

I am flattered that many Lib-
ertarians I respect actively sup-
port me; the LPVa. endorsed my
candidacy by acclamation at the
2000 LPVa. convention. Some rep-
resentative endorsements:

M Joe Cobb, LP California
candidate, U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives: “I strongly endorse
Jim Lark for the next LP national
chairman. He has helped the Vir-
ginia LP rise from typical ama-
teur status to a real organization.”

M Alan Handleman, LP Ken-
tucky: “Never have I met a man
more energetically devoted to the
cause of individual liberty, nor
more personally generous in its
pursuit with his time, talent and
resources than is Jim Lark.”

B Mark Hinkle, chair, LP
California: “I have no doubts that
Jim Lark is the best person run-
ning for LNC Chair.”

See LARK Page 29
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George Phillies

t’s time for change.

In 2000, we need to choose

a Party strategy. We can fol-

low the Perry Willis-David
Bergland Membership Recruit-
ment strategy, raising money to
fund membership drives to ask
new member-donors to fund more
membership drives.

There is an alternative. We
can follow the Local Organization
strategy of “Stand Up for Liberty”
(http:/cleanslate2000.org). That
strategy says: Members should be
activists, not checkbooks that
walk. :

We tried Membership Re-
cruitment. Supporters talked of
50,000, 100,000, 200,000 mem-
bers by July, 2000. We didn’t get
them. A strategy’s failure does not
mean its supporters are neces-
sarily immoral or corrupt. It
just means we need a new strat-
egy, so . ..

It’s time for change.

For three decades, we've re-
cycled a strategic pattern: A qua-
drennial Presidential campaign.
A few “big-ticket” campaigns run-
ning good Libertarians like Jon

Coon. Developing a donor (“mem-
ber”) base. A primary focus on
fundraising.

We made some progress.
Hundreds of Libertarians hold
political office. Far more are run-
ning this year. Observe: There are
national races where we invest
lots of money. There are local
races that eléct Libertarians and
build our voter base. We should
start betting on winners. We
should urge activists to invest

first in local candidates who can
win.

It’s time for change.

I believe our National Party
has critical roles: Get.50-state
ballot access! Incite activism!
Support and train candidates and
volunteers! Create affinity
groups! In short: Create the req-
uisite conditions for victory.

The higher you are in an or-
ganization, the farther out you
should look. The Chair is at the
top, looking the farthest. What
will we need, that takes 20 years
to build?

Incite activism

We need strong ward, town,
and state committees, strong can-
didates, and competent staffers.
Those people are activists. To get
activists, we must incite activism,
not mere checkwriting. To keep
activists on board, they must have
something to do, namely running
successful Libertarian cam-
paigns. To get campaigns, we
must incite members to become
candidates and campaigners.

How? Use outreach tools: LP
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News. Direct Mail. Conventions.
Electronic media. The National
Party can lead us in the right di-
rection.

In 20 years, we'll also need
affinity groups. Democrats and
Republicans count on NRA and
NEA support. When our candi-
dates run against Democratic-
Republicans, they need friends,
too. They need affinity groups
that give Libertarian ideas about
guns, schools, and taxes. Credible
affinity groups can’t be run by the
National Party. Credible affinity
groups can be launched by Na-
tional, and we should start
launching.

It’s time for change.

Alas, the last few years we've
had some backwards steps. The
Liberty Council PAC was de-
stroyed by litigation. A major
Presidential candidate had to sus-
pend his campaign for lack of
money. As I write, a legal feud
between the National Committee
and an Arizona LP may have cost
us 50-state ballot access.

I don’t have a time machine.
[ can’t undo these steps.

Why I'm Running For LP Chair

Our Libertarian principles
tell us how these backward steps
could have been avoided:

M Honesty—do what is right.

B Transparency — be seen
doing what is right.

B Moral suasion — not litiga-
tion.

I'll urge the National Com-
mittee to rely on honesty, trans-
parency, and private moral sua-
sion, so we don’t take more back-
wards steps. For starters, I'll re-
peal the directive that our Trea-
surer and Auditors cannot talk
directly to each other.

It’s time for change.

If elected, I will lead, not lurk.
I'll give the National Committee
a strategy 18 hours, not 18
months, into my term.

If elected, I will listen to you,
not talk at you. I'll ask you for
your ideas. I'll try to help you put
your ideas into effect.

If elected, I will set high ethi-
cal standards. If the National
Committee wants to send Stand
Up for Liberty! to activists, I'll

See PHILLIES Page 29

Gorman

Continued from Page 12

ing a Libertarian President would
not make it happen. Every Liber-
tarian needs to commit his or her
efforts toward this very difficult
but truly attainable goal.

Our country has been sliding
into socialistic practices for so
long that most of the population
takes them for granted; it will
take a lot of explaining and a con-
certed effort to wake up this sleep-
ing giant which the American
public has become.

We are the ones who must
sound the alarm, must say to
them, “Speak out for your consti-
tutional rights! They are disap-
pearing before your eyes!”

Responsibility
Friends, the other side of the
“Liberty” coin is responsibility.
If you believe with me that
this is the right course for the Lib-
ertarian Party, then give me your
support. I need your vote, if you
are to be a delegate at Anaheim.
I need your volunteer efforts,
in sending this message out to
everyone you can reach.

I need your contributions, so
that I can keep traveling, keep
encouraging candidates, keep
working for your freedom, my
freedom, the liberty that is truly
embodied in the very title “Liber-
tarian.”

Gorman for President, P.O.
Box 94, Deerfield, NH 03037.
GoGorman@Gorman2000.org.
Home: (603) 463-7771. Voice Mail:
(202) 478-1723

B Don Gorman: Born in Boston,
February 5, 1938. Three grown
children.

Owned a high-rise water-
proofing company. Taught fire-
arms safety and outdoor survival.
Airplane pilot, a skydiver, an ex-
pert scuba diver.

Merchant Marine Captain of
a 1600-ton ocean-going Tug. Owns
Auld Reekie Chimney Service.

Elected to the New Hamp-
shire House of Representatives
1972-1974 as a Republican, 1992-
1994 as a Libertarian. Leader of
Libertarian caucus in the NH
House. Criminal Justice Commit-
tee and the Rules Committee.

1996 recipient of the “Most
Effective Elected Libertarian”
award. Chair of the Deerfield Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment, Trustee
of the Trust Funds.

Continued from Page 13

any incentive for terrorist attacks
on American soil, so that we can
once again be a peaceful, free na-
tion.

I ask all Libertarians to sup-
port my candidacy because I am
the one who can effectively take
the message of Freedom beyond
the confines of the Libertarian

Party. Please visit our website
www.HESS2000.com for more
complete information.

It’s all about “vision.” I read
when I was a young man that
“Only one who can see the invis-
ible, can do the impossible.”

If you can’t see what I see, I'm
asking you, “Will you let me be
your eyes?”

B Born January 29th, 1957, in
Garden City, Michigan, Barry
Hess is fully qualified to lead the
Libertarian Party to Victory in

November 2000. His experiences
in having lived in Florida, Ohio,
New Hampshire, New York and
Arizona give him a unique per-
spective on the “pulse” of America.
His international travels and
business experiences have made him
an expert in efficiency and effec-
tiveness. Barry is a true “critical
thinker” who brings hope and con-
fidence to all those who hesitate.
As stated by a conventioneer,
“Barry doesn’t just inspire us to
do great things — he’s willing to
lead the way; that’s character.”

Hollist

Continued from Page 13

didates, we are assembling our
269 member team (218 Congress-
men, 50 Senators and the Presi-
dent) to abolish taxes and regula-
tions, which has great emotional
appeal, and incorporate contract
insurance, which has great intel-
lectual appeal.

Feeling you are right plus
knowing you are right makes doing
what is right a lot of fun. Let’s go
to Washington and have some fun.

B David Hollist: (909) 980-4198.
constitution@compuserve.com.

Contract Insurance = Govern-
ment Without Taxes.P.O.Box 1414,
Alta Loma, CA 91701, Free pro-
spectus, $2 Booklet.

Database Manager, Libertar-
ian Party of San Bernardino
County (36). Candidate for Presi-
dent, http://i.am/trading.

Over 2,500 primary votes '98
Candidate, United States House
of Representatives (42). '96-'98,
Secretary, LPSBC36. ’78-'96,
Capitalist candidate: House, Sen-
ate and President.

‘94, Associate in Science from
Chaffey College. 88, Married and

in ‘92 my wife gave birth to our
child.

Bank teller, Voter, Carpenter,
Juror, Bus driver, Politician. Au-
thor. Read Atlas Shrugged by Ayn
Rand. '53, Born, Fairbanks,
Alaska, Dairy farm, Four sisters,
Two brothers.

Beginner’s
Introduction

“It's the best for new libertarians!”
— KEN SCHOOLAND

Send $6.95 (includes postage) to:
SIL, Box 10224, Rochester NY 14610
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Galifornia Libertarians optimistic
ahout Supreme Court primary case

LLT=ISSUE

EDITOR’S NOTE: Each month, “The Issues” will highlight sev-
eral Libertarian Party press releases. To get the complete text of
all press releases issued by the LP, send a message to “announce-
request@lp.org” with the word “subscribe” in the subject line.
Million Mom March mistakes

omen who participated in the Million Mom March made

a terrible mistake by attacking guns instead of focusing

on the women who have been raped or killed because of
gun control laws, the Libertarian Party said.

“May 14, the day of the march, should have been a day to
mourn the victims of gun control — including the estimated
4,177 women who will be raped this year because it is illegal to
carry a concealed weapon in their state,” said Steve Dasbach,
Libertarian Party national director. “What will it take to make
the Million Mom marchers understand that criminals love
women who hate guns?”

An estimated 150,000 women participated in the Million
Mom March in Washington, DC. They demanded what they call
“common sense” gun laws — including trigger locks, gun licens-
ing, limits on gun purchases, regulation of gun shows, and more.

Unfortunately, such laws already put women at risk, said
Dasbach — including the 4,177 women who are raped every
year because of laws making it illegal to carry a concealed weapon.

That figure comes from a study by the Cato Institute, which
found that violent crime dropped dramatically in 24 states that
passed concealed-carry laws. In those states, rapes fell by 5.2%.

Had other states passed similar concealed-carry laws, that
5.2% drop in rapes would have translated into an additional
4,000+ women who would not have been sexually assaulted.

“The Million Mom March participants thought they were
sponsoring an anti-gun event,” said Dasbach. “Instead, they
sponsored a pro-rape event. That’s the real tragedy.”

Higher beer taxes: Gonorrhea’s cure?

lap if you believe this: Higher taxes on beer can prevent

gonorrhea. At least, that’s what the federal government

says. But Libertarians are taking that claim with a dose of
healthy skepticism.

“If gonorrhea is the disease, higher taxes are not the cure,”
said George Getz, LP press secretary. “After all, gonorrhea can
be cured with a single shot. But taxes are impervious to antibi-
otics and can re-infect our paycheck every time politicians start
lusting after our money.”

According to a report in May by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDCP), raising the tax on a six-pack of
beer by 20¢ could reduce gonorrhea by 9%.

The CDCP based its findings on a study of gonorrhea rates
in states that boosted alcohol taxes between 1981 and 1995. Ac-
cording to the CDCP, the higher the new taxes on beer, the
lower the rate of sexually transmitted disease.

The CDCP suggested that cheap beer led to more drinking,
which led to more “risky sexual behavior” among young people.

Libertarians aren’t buying that argument.

“If there is one thing more desperate than a Happy Hour
Casanova at closing time, it’s a tax-happy politician promiscu-
ously looking for revenue in all the wrong places,” said Getz.
“But taxing beer will no more protect young people from gonor-
rhea than taxing cigars will protect White House interns from
Bill Clinton.”

Don’t buy back toy guns; buy a clue
A politician in Maryland wants to start a buy-back program

for toy guns and it’s got Libertarians baffled: They don’t

know whether to support the program or snicker at it.

“This is a real dilemma,” said Steve Dasbach. “Do we praise
this politician for going after toy guns instead of Constitution-
ally protected real guns? Or do we point out that buying back
toy guns will no more keep our streets safe than buying back
non-alcoholic beer will keep Ted Kennedy sober?”

In April, Annapolis alderwoman Cynthia A. Carter proposed
that the city start a program to buy back water pistols, cap guns,
and other toy weapons to curb “violent behavior” among children.

The first-term Democrat argued that children “can’t distin-
guish between a real gun or a play gun,” and said she would
eventually like to make all toy guns illegal.

But Libertarians have a better idea, said Dasbach.

“Here’s a suggestion for Alderwoman Carter: Instead of
buying toy guns, buy a clue,” he said.

“Disarming toy gun-toting tots is a childish reaction to a
serious public problem. A six-year-old with a water pistol
doesn’t cause crime; criminals cause crime. And the sooner poli-
ticians figure that out, the safer we will all be.”

he California Libertarian

Party’s fight against the

state’s “blanket primary”
made it to the Supreme Court in
April — and party activist Gail
Lightfoot, who attended the hear-
ing, said she was “jubilant” about
the expected outcome.

“I anticipate a clear victory
for the LP,” she said after hear-
ing the arguments in court on
April 24.

Lightfoot, the Libertarian
candidate for U.S. Senate, trav-
eled to Washington, DC along
with representatives of the Demo-
cratic, Republican, and Peace &
Freedom parties to watch the high
court consider the case.

The Supreme Court will now
decide whether the California
blanket primary — which allows
all voters, regardless of party af-
filiation, to vote for candidates
from any party in primary elec-
tions — is Constitutional.

A decision is expected to be
announced by early July.

The contentious court session
was “unusually lively,” and by the
end, most of the justices seemed
to be on the side of the LP, said
Lightfoot.

Arguing for the Libertarian
Party and the other parties chal-
lenging the primary system, attor-
ney George Waters told the court
that alternative parties — which
exist mainly for philosophical rea-
sons — risked being hijacked by
“outsiders” of other party registra-
tion.

Lightfoot said the justices
seemed receptive to Waters’s ar-
gument — but were far less
friendly to the other side.

Interchangeable

Arguing in favor of the blan-
ket primary, California Assistant
Attorney General Thomas Gede
said voters and parties are inter-
changeable, and the state’s unaf-
filiated voters have the right to be
heard in the nomination process.

The justices seemed to balk
at that logic, said Lightfoot.

“Gede scarcely finished his
opening statement before being
hit by a barrage of questions and
comments from the justices,” she
said. “They lit into him much
more than they had our side.”

As the visibly nervous de-
fense attorney was “peppered
with questions” from Justices
O’Connor and Kennedy, Lightfoot
said she flashed a quick thumbs-
up at her anti-blanket primary
allies in the gallery.

“I was jubilant,” she said.
“And it just got better and better.”

Justice Scalia told Gede the
blanket primary allows “people
with little or no association with
a party and absolutely no commit-
ment to a political party” to choose
the party’s candidate.

“I find it hard to see why a
state should take away a party’s

GAIL LIGHTFOOT:
“I anticipate a
clear victory. [m]
very optimistic
about prevailing.”

right to elect whom it wants to
elect,” he said. “What about the
party that doesn’t want to follow
the crowd?”

Scalia warned that the state’s
experiment in “democracy carried
to extremes” could result in “the
tyranny of the majority.”

Lightfoot said five justices —
a majority — seemed to be solidly
on the LP’s side by the close of
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arguments, and another two jus-
tices seemed to be skeptical about
whether the blanket primary was
Constitutional.

That’s why, she said, she is
“very optimistic about prevailing
in this case.”

First Amendment

Since the beginning of the
case in 1996, the Libertarian
Party has argued that the blan-
ket primary violates the First
Amendment’s guarantees of free
speech and freedom of association.

“Our bylaws say only party
members can select our candi-
dates,” noted Lightfoot. “By invit-
ing non-members to participate in
the LP primary, California is al-
lowing non-Libertarians to deter-
mine our beliefs.”

If the Court finds in favor of
the Libertarian Party and its al-
lies, the system will cease by 2002.
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Tax Day 2000 lets
LP spread anti-tax
and anti-IRS word

either rain (Indiana), nor
N heat from post office officials

(Massachusetts), nor gloomy
IRS employees (Pennsylvania)
were able to prevent Libertarians
from turning out in force around
the USA in mid-April to protest
the income tax.

From Florida to New Hamp-
shire — and at least two dozen
states in between — Libertarian
Party members rallied in front of
local post offices between April 15-
17, carrying signs, encouraging
disgruntled taxpayers to honk
their car horns, and handing out
anti-IRS literature.

Their goal: To try to “strike a
responsive chord” with taxpayers
and attract media attention to the
party’s goal of reducing, simplify-
ing, and eliminating taxes.

Warm response

Despite the occasional rain
squall or belligerent postal offi-
cial, most Libertarians said the
annual Tax Day ritual was enjoy-
able — and said the events did
seem to generate a warm response
from taxpayers.

“People waved at us and gave
thumbs-up signs,” said Obie Mild,
chair of the Montgomery County
LPin Pennsylvania. “It’s very rare
that we find so many people be-
hind us.”

On Tax Day, Libertarians also
distributed tens of thousands of
the party’s popular “Million Dol-
lar Bills” — a faux currency note
that highlights the fact that the
federal government spends $1
million every five seconds.

“Our million-dollar bills
lighten up what is otherwise a
stressful time for taxpayers,” said
Christy Ann Welty, chair of the
Johnson County LP (Towa).

Some highlights from around
the country include: :

B Florida: Broward County
Libertarians staked out the Fort
Lauderdale Post Office for eight
hours — and their festive demon-
stration earned them a photo on
the front page of the local section
of the area’s largest newspaper.

Wearing colonial-era uni-
forms and hoisting a 13-star
American flag, a dozen Libertar-
ians handed out million dollar
bills to taxpayers while posing for
photographers, said Chair Tom
Regnier.

“The colonial uniform is a
media magnet,” he said. “Some of
the newspaper photographers told
me quite frankly that that is the
hook that brings them there. You
gotta have a gimmick.”

Thanks to the publicity and
friendly response from taxpayers,
even new Libertarians enjoyed
the event, said Regnier.

YOUR FiNe}
TODAY

M Above: Monroe County LP
Chair Erin Hollinden blasts
the income tax at a speech in
Bloomington, Indiana, asking,
“Whose money is it anyway?”
Right: John Haley in Potts-
ville, Pennsylvania makes
his point dressed in a barrel
and long underwear.

“Some of the new activists
could not believe how much fun it
was to experience so much posi-
tive reaction from the public,” he
said. :

B Delaware: The income tax
is a criminal disgrace — so why
not dress like a criminal on.Tax
Day?

That’s what Mike Ayers and
Dana Ayers did at the Dover post
office: They slipped into boots and
spurs and put on cowboy hats to
play “Tax Day Bandits.”

With 1040 forms rolled up in
their holsters, the two Libertar-
ian activists “ambushed” late fil-
ers with anti-tax literature.

The costumes “really got
everyone’s attention,” said State
Chair Jay Lawrence.

M Indiana: About 15 Liber-
tarians gathered in front of the
Bloomington post office under a
light drizzle to hand out litera-
ture, and to hear Monroe County
LP Chair Erin Hollinden give a
speech urging the repeal of the
income tax.

In the speech, Hollinden
noted, “Many of us pay more in
taxes than we do for food, cloth-
ing, and housing. This is a crisis!
We can’t let it continue!”

B Massachusetts: Three
Worcester Libertarians — one of
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them accompanied by his young
son — were threatened with ar-
rest when they tried to hand out
million-dollar bills at the city’s
post office.

After 15 minutes of toting
signs reading, “Shrink the Gov-
ernment, Not Our Wallets” and
“End The Income Tax, Vote Lib-
ertarian,” the trio was approached
by a postal employee who ordered
them to move 90 feet away from
the entrance, according to LP ac-
tivist C.D. Tavares.

They complied, but took ref-
uge under the building’s awning
when a rain squall crept in.
Though the Libertarians stopped

picketing during the storm, they
were again chided by the same
official, Tavares said.

The Libertarians noted that
U.S. Postal Service regulations do
not prohibit the display of hand-
held signs and the distribution of
non-candidate political literature.
They asked the postal official to
“point out the part of the regula-
tions prohibiting the planned
activity.”

He refused, and told the
group to leave or be removed by
police.

“We left the premises, having
been effectively denied the right
under law to engage in protected
political speech,” Tavares said.

W Michigan: About 50 Liber-
tarians converged in Grand Rap-
ids on Tax Day, holding a rally
that received coverage on two
evening news shows. Smaller
demonstrations also took place
throughout the rest of the state.

State Chair Stacy Van Oast
said she was “thrilled” by the
turnout, and predicted, “Next
year’s will be even bigger.”

B Jowa: In Johnson County,
Libertarians used Tax Day to kick
off a week of events warning that
Americans are “drowning in al-
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B Above: Dennis Houseal
(left) and William Jones
hand out the Utah LP’s
customized “Million Dollar
Bills” at the Salt Lake City
main post office. Left:
Members of the Broward
County (Florida) LP rally in
front of the Ft. Lauderdale
post office, dressed in three-
cornered hats and colonial
uniforms. “The uniform is a
media magnet,” said Florida
LP Vice Chair Tom Regnier.

phabet soup,” according to Chair
Christy Ann Welty.

The theme week took such
“autocratic acronym agencies” as
the IRS, FCC, USPS, BATF, and
EPA.

And on Tax Day itself, a
group of Libertarians distributed
million-dollar bills at the Iowa
City Post Office, providing what
Welty called “a ray of sunshine”
for grumbling taxpayers.

“Our million-dollar bills
lighten up what is otherwise a
stressful time for taxpayers,” she
said. “They say it doesn’t have to
be this expensive — our govern-
ment can help everyone by getting
smaller. Libertarians are here to
light the way.”

B Utah: Libertarians “gave
away” the entire state budget on
Tax Day— using bills as phony as
politicians’ tax-cut vows, said
State Chair Jim Dexter.

Rallying at post offices all
around the state, Libertarians
met their goal of handing out $6.5
billion in customized million dol-
lar bills — “equaling the state
government’s vastly inflated bud-
get,” said Dexter.

The Utah LP’s “home-made
bill compares the federal gov-
ernment’s runaway spending rate
of $1 million every five seconds to
the Utah state government’s
which lays out $1,000 every
minute,” he said.

“This activity is always fun
and always strikes a responsive
chord with Utah taxpayers. If
elections were held the day after
filing, very few tax-and-spend in-
cumbents would be re-elected.”

See TAXES Page 27
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LP staffer appears on 'Who Wants To Be A Millionaire’ show

Continued from Page 1

Wants To Be a Millionaire, he may
have become the most-watched
Libertarian in the history of the
party.

On May 16, Orvetti, who
works as the deputy director of
communications at the LP na-
tional headquarters in Washing-
ton, DC, appeared as a contestant
on the red-hot ABC-TV
show.

“I was eerily calm because it
seemed so improbable,” he said
later of his experience.

Viewed by upwards of 25 mil-
lion people, Orvetti fast-fingered
his way into the seat across from
natty host Regis Philbin, got in a
quick plug for the Libertarian
Party, and went on to win . . .

Not yet. You'll have to keep
reading. But first, a little back-
ground.

game

B For $200: Who Wants To Be a
Millionaire is the most successful
new game show:

a. Of the month.

b. Of the year.

c. Of the past decade.

d. In history.

Answer: D. And that’s no hy-
perbole. y

Since it went on the air in
August 1999, Millionaire has
dominated prime-time ratings
like no game show before it. The
show always wins its time slot,
racking up huge numbers in ev-
ery demographic group.

Millionaire is such a ratings
powerhouse that ABC now broad-
casts it three or four times a week.
In fact, during the week Orvetti
appeared, four of the nation’s top
seven shows were episodes of
Who Wants To Be a Millionaire.

But the impact of the show
goes beyond ratings. It’s spawned
a pop culture catch-phrase: “Is
that your final answer?” It’'s made
ABC the #1 network. And it’s
made Regis Philbin a multi-mil-
lionaire — he just signed a $20
million, 5-year contract extension.

The appeal of the show is
simple: Contestants try to answer
15 multiple choice questions that
get increasingly difficult as they
go along. The first correct answer
is worth $100; the last (if they get
that far) wins them $1 million.
With each question, the stakes get
higher. The tension mounts.

But there is a twist. Million-
aire offers each contestant three
“lifelines” — ways to get help
when questions are too tough.
Contestants can poll the audience;
remove two of the wrong answers;
or phone a friend.

How valuable are those life-
lines? Orvetti used all three as he
moved towards his final payoff.

B For $500: Millionaire is so
popular it took Orvetti how long
to qualify?

a. A week.

b. Six months.

c. Four days.

d. Six weeks.

Answer: B. “I first started try-

ing last fall, simply because
there’s absolutely nothing to lose,”
he said. “I enjoy the show, and
watch it fairly regularly” — so he
started dialing the show’s toll-free
number to play the pre-show
qualifying quiz.

“I called daily, very methodi-
cally, for a few weeks, and got past
the busy signals and past the first
round questions four times,” he
said. “Finally, they called me
back, but I got nervous and
flubbed the second round. After
that, I stopped being so methodi-
cal and tried every couple of
weeks.”

His persistence finally paid
off in mid-April when he got a call
from ABC with big news: He had
qualified, and would be flown to
New York City to tape the show.

His reaction? “Muted shock,”
he said. “It seemed so implausible.
I didn’t get excited at all — at
that point.”

B For $1,000: The thing Orvetti
enjoyed most about his trip to
New York to tape the show was:

a. Meeting Regis Philbin

b. Meeting other contestants

c. Wearing TV make-up

d. Winning money

Answer: D. It’s not that the
rest of the trip wasn’t enjoyable:
ABC flew him and his wife,
Farrar, to New York in early May,
put them up in a nice hotel, and
gave him $150 in spending money.
Before the taping, he got a pep
talk and practice session from the

Any libertarian

stuffon TV
this week?

www.missliberty.com

B Above: The most popular logo on tele-
vision. Right: Libertarian Millionaire
contestant Peter Orvetti. “I was eerily calm
because it seemed so improbable,” he said.

show’s produc-
ers — and did
a quick pre-in-
terview.

“l summarized the LP phi-
losophy briefly — and the pro-
ducer I was talking to was fasci-
nated and said she might join the
party!” he said.

Then, with the nine other
contestants, he marched out to
the set — all gleaming industrial
steel and flashing lights — deter-
mined not to “look dumb when
friends and family tuned in.”

B For $16,000: Put the following
movies in order by the date of
their theatrical release:

a. Goodfellas

b. Analyze This

c. Donnie Brasco

d. The Godfather

Answer: d,a,c,b. Get it right?
Orvetti did (and did it faster than
the other contestants), qualifying
him for the “Hot Seat.” And a
chance to win one million dollars.

“I was a bit nervous when the
taping actually started, but I got
into the Hot Seat on the second
try,” he said. “I had gotten past
the hardest part without expect-
ing to.”

It didn’t hurt, he said, that The
Godfather is his favorite movie.

B For $64,000: In his brief
introductory chat with Regis
Philbin, Orvetti was able to pro-
mote the Libertarian Party by:

a. Reading the LP Statement
of Principles.

b. Reciting Atlas Shrugged
from memory.

c. Describing the party in five
words.

d. Smiling.

Answer: C. Once Orvetti
settled into the seat, Philbin wel-
comed him, noting that Orvetti
worked for the Libertarian Party.

“I said Libertarians believe in
personal responsibility and per-

sonal freedom, and that we think
you are better equipped to run
your life than the government is,”
said Orvetti.

Unfortunately, the show
clipped all but the “personal re-
sponsibility and personal free-
dom” part — but it was still a nice
plug for the party, heard by 25
million Americans, said Orvetti.

B For $125,000: Orvetti’s strat-
egy, when in the Hot Seat, was:
a. Play conservatively.

b. Go for broke.

c. Insult Regis’s
monochromatic tie.

d. Guess a lot.

Answer: A. “I decided
to play very conserva-
tively,” he said. “Watching
at home, I always said
that if you get in the Hot
Seat and plan to win
$32,000, it is hard not to.
It’s taking risks to get to
bigger money that kills
you. I kept my cool.”

And he did keep his
cool — steadily answering
one question after another.

B For $250,000: Orvetti
attributes his success on Million-
aire to:

a. His “trivial” life.

b. The fact he’s a Libertarian.

c. A stint at Harvard Divin-
ity School.

d. Just luck.

Answer: A. “My life is very
trivial,” he said. “And I seem to
collect interesting but quite use-
less trivia and knowledge on a
daily basis. It’s less about formal
education than the compulsive
pursuit of knowledge. The trivia
accrues.”

That trivia came in handy as
he answered questions like:
“What play was Steve Martin’s
Roxanne based on?” “What prod-
uct did Billy Carter market dur-
ing his brother’s presidency?” And
“What baseball player was known
as the ‘Sultan of Swat’? (Answers:
Cyrano de Bergerac, Billy Beer,
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and Babe Ruth.)
But a “trivial” life can only get
you so far . . .

B For $500,000: The question
that finally tripped up Orvetti in-
volved a quotation by:

a. Thomas Paine

b. Karl Marx

¢. Groucho Marx

d. Hulk Hogan

Answer: A. How embarrass-
ing for a Libertarian.

The question was: “What war
did the phrase ‘Thesé are the
times that try men’s souls’ refer
to?”

The possible answers: The
Revolutionary War, the Civil War,
World War I, or World War II.

Of course, every Libertarian
knows that Thomas Paine made
that statement about the Revolu-
tionary War, right?

“I guessed Civil War,” said
Orvetti.

But he didn’t feel bad about
the guess: “I might be embar-
rassed if it was something I al-
most knew, but I wasn’t even
close,” he said. “I knew the quote,
but didn’t know it was Paine.”

H For $1,000,000: Orvetti ended
up winning:

a. $2,000

b. $500,000

c. $32,000

d. $500

Answer: C. $32,000 — exactly
what he had expected to win.

What are his plans for the
money? “Very dull and boring,” he
said. “Pay off debt. Start saving.”

But even if he didn’t walk
away with a million, Orvetti said
he was glad to have appeared on
this show: He got a free trip to
New York City. A story to tell for
the rest of his life. A small role in
a pop cultural phenomenon. A
nice sum of money.

And “a good free ad for the
Libertarian Party” seen by 25
million people, he said. Not a bad
day’s work for the party’s deputy
director of communications.

small government is beautiful"




B Ed Thompson (left) celebrates his election as mayor of

Tomah, Wisconsin with Rolf Lingren, chairman of the LP of
Dane County, and his brother Tommy Thompson, the four-
term Republican governor of Wisconsin.

Thompson wins in Tomah

Continued from Page 3

and Restaurant was raided by
police in December 1997, and he
was charged with operating three
nickel-slot video gambling ma-
chines. The cops seized the ma-
chines and also took $1,000 from
the cash register.

Thompson successfully
fought felony charges of running
an illegal gambling operation, but
said he spent over $10,000 fight-
ing the charges.

Until then, he said he was
happy to leave politics to his
brother. But his outrage over the
raid — and the state’s “unjust”
gambling laws — convinced him
to become a Libertarian.

Get involved
“I was never interested in
politics until the raid,” he said.
“But after that, I could never
again with any respect call myself
a Democrat or Republican. I fig-

ured that was the time for me to
get involved.”

He spent much of the next
year lobbying for gambling legal-
ization, and said he met every
member of the state legislature.
Thompson, who joined the LP as
a life member in 1998, was hon-
ored for his efforts with the Wis-
consin LP’s Liberty Award in
19908

Now, as mayor, Thompson
plans to continue to challenge the
state’s “protected monopoly” on
gambling for Indian reservations,
which is a “deep injustice to tav-
erns,” he said.

On a personal level, what can
Tomah residents expect from their
new mayor?

Poker player

Based on his past, Mayor Th-
ompson will be less like his
brother and more like the gover-
nor of the state next door,
Minnesota’s Jesse Ventura. The
flamboyant Thompson has been a
professional poker player on the
as Vegas strip, driven a snow
plow, and done a stint as a prison
chef.
~ And while he’s never been a
pro wrestler like Ventura, he has
been a professional boxer.

So will Thompson ever seek
to replicate Ventura’s political
success — and try to become the
next Governor Thompson?

“My aspirations are not
higher than mayor right now,” he
said. “I just want to do a good job
here, and we’ll see what happens
after that.”
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Howrylak wins in Troy

Continued from Page 3
Howrylak planned to shut down
Troy’s police force if elected.

But rather than hurt
Howrylak, the attack boomer-
anged and won him sympathy, the
candidate said.

“The charge was ludicrous
and obviously vindictive,” he said.
“Instead of hurting me, it made
[my opponents] look irrational,
bordering on hysterical.”

Buoyed by the backlash over
the smear attempt, Howrylak
coasted to victory. On Election
Day, Howrylak finished with just
under 4,000 votes, while his next-
closest rival barely topped 2,000.
Moreover, Howrylak’s landslide
pushed one of the pro-pension in-
cumbents into last place — and
out of a job.

Howrylak was sworn into of-
fice a week after Election Day, and
immediately carried through on
his chief campaign promise: Re-
pealing the pension.

On April
10, by a unan-
imous vote,
the Council
rescinded the
pension that
one of the sur-
viving incum-
bents had
voted for just
weeks earlier.

“Nothing
is so energiz-
ing as winning, at the ballot box
or in a Council meeting,” How-
rylak said. “But there’s more to
be done.”

Howrylak now plans to fight
“cronyism” and tax breaks for fa-
vored businesses, he said. But for
now, he’s savoring his “one-two
punch” of Libertarian victories.

“This shows that people will
vote for small government,” he
said. “We can and do make a dif-
ference — even when we don't
have a majority.”

B Howrylak:
“Energizing.”

Candidates: 1K

Continued from Page 3
tantly, the more Libertarians they
elect,” he said.

“Our campaigns are the first
exposure to Libertarian ideas that
most Americans get. Without can-
didates and campaigns, we are
invisible. Running for office is the
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single most effective way to pro-
mote the freedom philosophy.”

For information about run-
ning as a Libertarian candidate,
contact Crickenberger at: (202)
333-0008 Ext. 227.

E-mail: RonCrickenberger@
compuserve.com.

sonal journey from liberal

to libertarian! Learn how

government creates pov-
erty, discourages adoption, and
perpetrates discrimination in her
new tape How to Transform Bleed-
ing-Heart Liberals into Die-Hard
Libertarians. Recorded live at the
1999 Advocates for Self-Government
Anniversary Celebration.

Liberty Can Save the Environment.
Find out why government is the
biggest polluter, how property rights
protect endangered species, and why
restitution is-the best pollution
solution. Recorded live at the 1999
ISIL World Conference in Costa Rica.

book Short Answers to the
Tough Questions, based on Dr.
Ruwart’s popular Web column
(www.self-gov.org). Find out how
liberty works in real life with her
International best-selling book,
Healing Our World.

To Order, Call Toll-Free: 1-877-384-8751

O
SEEN W NN NN SN S N RSN SN S SN NS G G SSRGS G S G S SN SN S SN S SN G S G SN G SN SN BESN N SN G SN NS G

Yes! Please rush me the following: (include free tape for orders of $25 or more)
TOTAL COST

>{ == Audio tape with every
FREE order of $25 or more:

FR EE The FDA's War on Your

Health: An Insider’s Per-
spective. Dr. Ruwart draws on her
25 years in health care and on her
sister Martie's assisted suicide to
show how government requlations
kill. Recorded live at the 1993 ISIL
World Conference in Estonia.

Order by Phone: 1-877-384-8751

MASTERCARD/VISA #

How to Transform Bleeding Hearts
Audio tapes @$10 ea.;

How Liberty Saves the Environment
Audio tapes @$10 ea.; Video tapes @$20 ea.)
Copies of Short Answers to Tough Questions

($12 ea.; $10 ea. for 2-4; $8 ea. for 5+)

Healing Our World ($15 ea.; $12 for 2-5; $9 for 5+)
Add 10% for S&H

EXPIRATION DATE

Video tapes @$20 ea.)

SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

Mail to: SunStar Press, P.0. Box 50342,
Kalamazoo, Ml 49005-0342

TOTAL:

PHONE (FOR ORDER QUESTIONS ONLY)
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iberty, Responsibility & Community

Deadlines loom for low package prices
and for Convention hotel registrations

ant to help make political
Whistory?

You can if you attend
the 2000 Libertarian National
Convention — but you had better
act fast if you want to save some
money and guarantee yourself a
hotel room, LP National Director
Steve Dasbach warned.

“The Convention is closer
than you think, and important
deadlines are rushing towards
us,” he said. “If you have not yet
purchased a Convention package
or reserved your hotel room, you
need to act now.”

Upcoming deadlines include:

B June 2: After this date, the
Anaheim Marriott Hotel will no
longer guarantee room availabil-

DASBACH:
“The convention
is closer than
you think. You
need to act now.”

ity at the special $104 Convention
price. Call the hotel at (800) 228-
9290 to make reservations.

B June 15: After this date,
prices of all Convention packages
will increase by $20. Call the

arid

Small gov

Needs Your Help
_ to Challenge
Sen. Ted Kennedy

nment is beautiful-
SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 7

The Libertarian
campaign you've
been waiting for!

Carla Howell

Balcom Group at (800) 272-1776
to reserve a package.

The Libertarian National
Convention will be held at the
Marriott Hotel in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia, from June 29-July 3, 2000.

Delegate packages include:

B Gold Package: Includes
Gala Banquet, opening night re-
ception, two luncheons with guest
speakers, the Friday night enter-
tainment with singer Melanie and
comedian Tim Slagle, all work-
shops and panels, and Floor Pass
for Main Hall speakers. ($369 be-
fore June 15/$389 after.)

B Silver Package: Includes
Gala Banquet, opening night re-
ception, the Friday night enter-
tainment event, all workshops
and panels, and Floor Pass for
Main Hall speakers. ($279/$299.)

B Bronze Package: In-
cludes opening night reception,
the Friday night entertainment
event, all workshops and panels,
and Floor Pass for Main Hall
speakers. ($159/$179.)

B Delegate Package: In-
cludes Floor Pass for Main Hall
speakers. ($59/$79.)

At the Convention, delegates
will select the party’s 2000 presi-
dential and vice presidential can-
didates, vote on Platform changes,
and elect a new Chair, new party
officers, and a new Libertarian
National Committee.

Scheduled speakers include
pop/folk singer Melanie, Indian
rights activist turned Hollywood
movie star Russell Means, NTU
president John Berthoud, and
former Reform Party Chairman
Jack Gargan.

To register, see the full-page
advertisement on page 22 of this
issue of LP News. Or call the
Balcom Group at (800) 272-1776.

the 2000 Libertarian National Convention. All business

Here is a tentative schedule of the events and speakers at

sessions and most major speeches will take place in the
Main Convention Hall (Marquis Ballroom). Other events,
speakers, meals, and activities will take place nearby; exact
locations will be in the Convention registration package.

2 WEDNESDAY (June 28, 2000)

9:00 am

Success 2000 (Ends at 5:00 pm)

3 THURSDAY (June 29, 2000)

9:00 am
8:00 pm

H FRIDAY (June
8:00 am

9:30 am

10:00 am

10:45am

11:45am

12:30 pm

2:00 pm

2:45pm
4:45pm

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

10:00 pm

Success 2000 (Ends at 5:00 pm)
Welcome Party

30, 2000)
Registration

Welcome :
Juan Ros ® Executive Director, LP of California
Steve Dasbach ¢ National Director

Keynote Address

Fred Collinse City Councilman, Berkley, MI
Barbara Goushaw: “America’s Future: Liberty,
Responsibility & Community”

Business
Call to Order ® David Bergland, National Chair
Credentials Report ® Credentials Comm. Chair
Adoption of Agenda
Platform Retention
Treasurer’s Report ® Mark Tuniewicz,
National Treasurer
Platform Committee Report
Platform Committee Chair

Speakers
Richard Rider ® Anti-tax Advocate, San Diego, CA
John Berthoud ¢ President,

National Taxpayers Union

Luncheon
David Thibodeau: “Waco: A Survivor’s Story”

Speakers

Michelle Kubby ® Victim of the War on Drugs
Bill Masters ® Sheriff, San Miguel County, CO
Mark Skousen: “Persuasion Versus Force”

Platform Committee Report & Debate

Speakers

Bonnie Flickinger ® City Councilwoman,
Moreno Valley, CA

Dr. Mary Ruwart ® Candidate for
U.S. Senate, Texas

Marshall Fritz ¢ President, Separation of
School & State Alliance

Nolan for Congress Fundraising Reception
Liberty Pledge Reception

An Evening of Entertainment
Comedian Tim Slagle, Recording Artist
Melanie, others TBA

Young Libertarians Concert &
Hospitality Suites

B SATURDAY (July 1, 2000)

7:45am

8:00 am
9:00 am

9:45am

Breakfast s

Jack Gargan ® Former National Chairman,
Reform Party

ALSO: Campaign/Activist Workshop

Registration

Opening Address

Carla Howell ® Candidate for U.S. Senate,
Massachusetts

Neil Boortz ® Nationally Syndicated Radio
Talk Show Host

Platform Committee Report & Debate

See TIMELINE Page 21




11:45 am

12:30 pm

2:00 pm

2:30 pm

4:30 pm

6:30 pm
8:00 pm

10:00 pm

7:45am

8:00 am
9:00 am
[TBA]

[TBA]
[TBA]

[TBA]

[TBA]
[TBA]

[TBA]
[TBA]
5:00 pm

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

10:00 pm

8:00 am
9:00 am

[TBA]
[TBA]
2:00 pm*
2:30 pm*

E-Y
v

Continued from Page 20

Speeches
David Nolan ® LP Founder, U.S. House Candidate
Michael Cloud

Luncheon
Barbara Branden ® The Passion of Ayn Rand

Speeches
Gary Nolan e Syndicated Talk Radio Host
Russell Means ¢ Indian Rights Activist

Platform Committee Report & Debate

Presidential Candidates Debate
Moderator: Alan Bock (Orange County Register)

Torch Club Reception

Special Screening, Waco: A New Revelation
Followed by Q&A with Producer Mike McNulty

Hospitality Suites

B SUNDAY (July 2, 2000)

Breakfast
Mark Skousen ¢ Investing & Financial Privacy
ALSO: Campaign/Activist Workshop

Registration
Presidential Nominations & Voting

Morning Address
Michael Tanner ® Director of Health &
Welfare Studies, Cato Institute

Roll Call of States

Presidential Campaign Platform:
Presentation & Voting

Brown-Bag Lunch
Vice Presidential & LNC Candidates Forum

Vice Presidential Nominations & Voting

Afternoon Address
Dan Fylstra ¢ President, Frontline Systems

Results of Vice Presidential Nomination
LNC Chair Nomination & Voting

Acceptance Speeches
VP & Presidential Nominee

Banquet Reception

Presidential Banquet/Dancing
Master of Ceremonies: Gary Nolan

Hospitality Suites

B MONDAY (July 3, 2000)

Registration

Libertarian National Committee
Nominations & Voting

Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Seven At-
Large Members, Regional Representatives

Judicial Committee Nominations & Voting
Resolutions
Adjourn (*Estimated time)

First Meeting of the New Libertarian
National Committee (*Estimated time)

TRUST.

That's the message fundamental to libertarian principles.

But you won'tfind it in our platform, our outreach materials, or our candidates’
speeches, where it should be stated over and over. People should be trusted to
make decisions about their own lives and our platform should say that.

You can make it happen at the national convention. See the proposal at:
http://members.tde.com/daitken, or write: David Aitken, 1240 Ogden #4,
Denver, CO 80218. Phone: 303-831-4334. Email: daitken@tde.com

@ Sharon Harris: She’s the
president of the Advocates for
Self-Government, the “most
effective” libertarian group.
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B Michael Cloud: He diag-
nosed the “Libertarian Macho
Flash” — and, more crucially,
how to cure that disorder.

B Reginald Jones: He makes
perhaps the most cogent
argument that “Freedom is
the Cure for Racism.”

Jorgensen, Cloud, Harris, and Jones
confirmed as speakenrs at Gonvention

Continued from Page 1

Reginald Jones of Project 21, an
African-American leadership
group, have also agreed to appear.

“These speakers will discuss
issues Libertarians love to talk
about the most: Effective commu-
nication, reaching out to minori-
ties, and why it is time for dino-
saurs like Teddy Kennedy to be-
come politically extinct,” said
Crickenberger.

The Libertarian National
Convention will be held at the
Marriott Hotel in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia, from June 29-July 3, 2000.

During the Convention, LP
delegates will select the party’s
2000 presidential and vice presi-
dential candidates, vote on the
Platform, and elect a new Chair
and new party officers.

They will also be entertained
by some of the best speakers in
the libertarian movement, said
Crickenberger, including:

B Jo Jorgensen: She was
the LP’s vice presidential candi-
date in 1996, winning praise for

THE SPEAKERS
“will discuss issues
Libertarians
love to talk about

the most.”

her warmth, polished presenta-
tion skills, and ability to reach
“Generation X” audiences.

B Michael Cloud: A self-de-
scribed “Libertarian Samurai,” he
is also one of the Libertarian
Party’s most popular speakers on
the subject of effective communi-
cations.

B Sharon Harris: She is the

president of the Advocates for
Self-Government, a non-profit
educational organization which
specializes in libertarian commu-
nication and outreach. In 1999,

the Advocates was named the
“Most Effective” libertarian orga-
nization by readers of LP News.

B Reginald Jones: He’s the
spokesman for the African-Ameri-
can leadership group Project 21,
was the host of the show Grass
Roots Live on America’s Voice TV
network, and since 1998 has been
a talk show host on the Radio
America network.

His topic at the Convention:
“Why Liberty is the Cure for Rac-
ism.”

B Carla Howell: In 2000,
she is taking on one of the most
difficult tasks in politics — run-
ning against liberal icon Ted
Kennedy for U.S. Senate. Her
campaign has already attracted
national attention, and her cam-
paign theme — “Small Govern-
ment is Beautiful” — has been
widely quoted in the media.

To register for the Conven-
tion, see the advertisement on
page 22 of this issue of LP News.

Or call the Balcom Group at
(800) 272-1776.

National Convention, learn
how to run a winning LP
campaign or build a successful

ln conjunction with the 2000

pens at “Success 2000,” hosted
by some of the LP's most expe-

W Campaign 2000: How to
maximize your last 4 months.
M Local organizing: How to
raise money, recruit volun-
teers, get media, and more!
Success 2000 will be held
Wednesday, June 28 to Thurs-
day, June 29. Package includes
morning coffee & rolls, and
Success 2000 manual.

Success 2000 registration is separate from
attendance at the LP National Convention

local LP organization! It all hap-

rienced activists.Topics include:

LEARN TO WIN ELECTIONS:
GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGNING!

§w&mw&&mwwwmwww&wwwwwww%

¥ SIGN ME UP FOR SUCCESS 2000! §

B DATE: June 28-June 29 (Wednesday & Thursday). @ PRICE:
$25 with any Convention package; $50 without a Convention package.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY ST ZIP
OCCUPATION EMPLOYER
PHONE E-MAIL

ACCT #

QO Payment: My check/money order for O $25 (with any Convention package) or
0 $50 (no Convention package) is enclosed. Or: charge my Q Visa Q MasterCard

EXPIRES SIGNATURE

Mail to: The Balcom Group / Registration Management ¢ 3600 16th Street, NW
* Washington DC 20010 * Phone: (202) 234-3880 ¢ E-mail: LPCONV@aol.com
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CALIFORNIA
t JUNE 29-

| JuLY 3, 2000
% (Thursday: Opening night
| celebration. Friday-
Monday: Convention

business & speakers.)
Anaheim Marriott Hotel

ANAHEIM,

After June 2nd, the Anaheim Marriott can no longer
guarantee room availability. On June 15th, the prices
of all Convention packages go up. Register today!

ho decides who the Libertar-
ian Party's presidential can-
didate will be for the 2000 election?

You will — if you're at the
National Convention. (But time is
running out to register.)

Who decides who will lead the
party for the next two years?

You will — if you're at the
National Convention. (But time is
running out to get a hotel room.)

Who decides what issues will be
in the party's Platform?

You will — if you're at the Nat-
ional Convention. (But deadlines
are looming. You must act now.)

After June 2, the Anaheim Marr-
iott Hotel can no longer guarantee
room availability at the discount
price. Call them right now at (800)
228-9290 to make reservations.

On June 15, prices of Conven-
tion packages will increase. Call the
Balcom Group right now at (800)
272-1776 to reserve your package.

The 2000 National Convention
— in Anaheim, CA, June 29-July 3,
2000 — will determine the future of
the Libertarian Party.

But the deadlines are about to
become part of the past — and you
could miss the Libertarian
experience of a lifetime! Act today!

Discount Hotel Rates

Special discount room prices
of only $104 per night (single
or double) are available at the
Anaheim Marriott Hotel. Call
Marriott directly to make your
reservation. Tell them that you
are attending the 2000 Liber-
tarian Convention. For special
rates, make your reservation
no later than june 2, 2000! -
(Room rate does not include
15% sales tax.) For reserva-
tions, call: (800) 228-9290

-Yes!

I Sign me up for:

:‘Y

H Reginald Jones. He
didn’'t become one of the
country’s leading motiva-
tional speakers the usual
way. He started out in the
music business, joined the
black leadership group
Project 21 — and ended
up as a popular radio and
TV talk show host. But it
all prepared him to give
his blistering speech:
“Why Freedom is the
Cure for Racism.”

B Carla Howell. When
she announced she would
take on the man who put
the “big” into Big Govern-
ment — Teddy Kennedy —
political pundits said she
was crazy. Then it looked
like the Republican might
not get on the ballot. Then
she started speaking to big
crowds at gun events. Then
all the journalists started
calling for interviews. . .
So who's crazy now?

Register today: Prices increase on june 15th!

\
¥

I [ ] GOLD $369 (afterjune 15:5389) [ ] SILVER $279 (5299)

l [ ]BRONZE $159 (5179) [ ]| DELEGATE $59 (579)

: NAME

I ADDRESS

I Gy STATE 4

: PHONE [ W[

| =

I E-MAIL:

: EMPLOYER

I OCCUPATION

I M Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, and
I occupation and name of employer for each individual whose contributions aggregate
I in excess of $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible

NOTE: PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE REGISTRATION FORM FOR EACH ATTENDEE.

L—_-----------_-——--—-----------—_—_

$369 - Includes Gala Banquet, opening night
reception, two luncheons with guest speakers,
Friday night entertainment, all workshops, Floor
Pass for Main Hall speakers, Convention tote
bag, & Program. (Price after the 15th: $389)

$279 - Includes Gala Banquet, opening night
1 l reception, a special entertainment event, all
workshops and panels, Floor Pass for Main Hall
speakers, Convention tote bag. & Convention
Program. (Price after the 15th: $299)

$159 - Includes opening night reception, a
special entertainment event, all workshops
and panels, Floor Pass for Main Hall speakers,
Convention tote bag, & Convention Program.
(Price after the 15th: $179)

B Payment:
[ ] Check/money order
Charge [ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

ACCT. #

B Sharon Harris. The
organization she leads —
the Advocates for Self-
Government — isn’t just
the “most effective” liber-
tarian group in the USA.
It also produces the
“World's Smallest Political
Quiz”. . “Operational Pol-
itically Homeless Kits”. . .
and outreach tapes. And
now the Advocates is ready
to help you “Do Some-
thing Great for Liberty.”

Need More Information?

The Balcom Group
Registration Management
3600 16th Street, NW
Washington DC 20010
Phone: (202) 234-3880
Fax: (202) 234-3884
E-mail: LPCONV@aol.com

M Basic Delegate Package -
$59 - Floor Pass for Main Hall
speakers, tote bag, & Program.
(Price after the 15th: $79)

2000

s LIBERTARIAN
NATIONAL 1
CONVENTION I
I

I

Liberty, Responsibility
& Community

Americas Future

SIGNATURE

EXPIRES

Make checks payable to: 2000 National Libertarian Party Convention

B Special Needs?

Please let us know if you have any special needs or other
requirements. We should know about:

Q Visual
Q Dietary

Q Mobility
Q Other:

O Hearing

M To Register:

Mail to: Balcom Group / 2000 National LP Convention
3600 16th Street, NW - Washington, DC 20010
Fax: (202) 234-3884 - Call toll-free: (800) 272-1776

Via e-mail: LPCONV@aol.com

I
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Jesta Gulati aims 'to win' in
Washington State House race

ne of Washington State’s

newest Libertarians now

hopes to become the LP’s
newest State Representative.

“I'm running to win, and I
plan to,” said Spokane LP Chair
Jesda Gulati, an information
technologies entrepreneur. “I'm
tired of the clowns in Olympia try-
ing to run our state government.”

Gulati, 18, joined the LP last
year, but has “been calling myself
a Libertarian since 1997,” he said.
After joining the party, he threw
himself into activism, serving as
a public relations specialist for the
Spokane LP before running for
Chair earlier this spring.

Now, Gulati says, he wants to
top off his crash course in Liber-
tarianism by winning his first bid
for elected office.

Why run?

“Why run? Why not?” he
asked. “It lets me articulate Lib-
ertarian positions, build the party,
and generate exposure. I chose to
run because of my desire for
change and progress, not out of
opportunism.”

Still, Gulati said the 2000
election offers a real shot at vic-
tory.

“The climate is always good

B Jesda Gulati: “I am willing
to put my faith in the citi-
zens of Washington, and not
the elitist legislators.”

as long as Democrats and Repub-
licans fail to protect freedom,” he
said. “The legislature is blaming
tax cuts for cutting services, and
at the same time, they refuse to
cut pet programs for special inter-
ests.”

This means lobbyists always
win and taxpayers always lose, he
said.

“Washington’s government is
excessive and unreasonable to the
point where it no longer serves

citizens,” he said. “I, unlike the
alternatives, am willing to put my
faith in the citizens of Washing-
ton, and not the elitist legislators
and bureaucrats in Olympia.”

Gulati faces only one rival,
incumbent Republican Brad
Benson, who is seeking a third
term. Gulati concedes he faces an
uphill fight in the solidly Repub-
lican district, especially since he
will need a majority of the vote to
win the two-way race.

However, Gulati said Benson
is vulnerable.

Positions will hurt

“He has failed to fulfill his
promises, or even attempt to,”
Gulati said. “And his positions on
social issues, like his support for
a statewide youth curfew, will
hurt him.”

Gulati is running on a very
different platform, which includes
abolishing the state gasoline tax,
ending pork-barrel highway
projects, “slashing” property taxes
to help retirees keep more of their
money, and refunding property
taxes to parents who send their
children to private schools.

The election is still half a year
away, but signs of Gulati’s support

See GULATI Page 24

Winning a tough city council race:
Martin Howrylak in Troy, Michigan

By Fred Collins
BERKLEY (MI) CITY COUNCIL

Editor’s note: On April 3, 25-
year-old Libertarian Martin
Howrylak was elected to the Troy
City Council in Michigan [see
story, page 3]. Here’s the “inside”
story of how this improbable elec-
tion victory occurred, as told by his
campaign manager, Fred Collins.

from Martin Howrylak, want-

ing to run for Troy, Michigan,
City Council. Greg Dirasian had
recommended that he talk to me
because of my council win in
Berkley.

After a chat about municipal
elections and strategy, I told him
to call if there was anything I
could do. Little did I know that I
had just committed every free
moment for the next two months.

Martin filed his paperwork on

I n late January, I received a call

C-A-M+P <A+l *G*N
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mANd

January 24. Because of the short
amount of time we had to raise
money and organize the cam-
paign, we sent out a fundraising
letter to the top donors in the LP
of Michigan on February 1. A
week later, Martin held his first
campaign committee meeting.

Up to speed

The committee consisted of
Libertarians and Martin’s friends
who lived in Troy. We began dis-
cussing issues (although we were
already pretty sure of the issues
we would focus on). This was a
good discussion that brought the

Libertarians up to speed on the
issues and the concerns of the
Troy residents. It was at this
meeting that I agreed to become
Martin’s campaign manager.

We developed the first litera-
ture piece to distribute to voters
exiting the polls from the Febru-
ary 22 presidential primary. Dur-
ing development of the piece,
Martin expressed his concerns
that we were being too harsh on
the current City Council. I re-
minded him that we had to give
the voters a reason to “throw the
bums out.”

On February 21 after a City
Council meeting, Martin sent an
e-mail informing the campaign
that the Council had just voted
themselves a pension plan. The
plan passed 6-0. Martin was
clearly upset, concluding his e-
mail by saying, “I think our word-
ing on the campaign literature

See HOWRYLAK Page 24
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Campaign news & announcements

n Massachusetts, the Carla Howell for U.S. Senate cam-
I paign filed 33,467 petition signatures on May 10 to win a
place on the ballot. State election law requires 10,000 valid
signatures. In California, Linda Lee Grau has been named
campaign manager for Gail Lightfoot’s bid for U.S. Senate.
“I wanted a campaign manager who had been out working on
real campaigns for real candidates,” said Lightfoot. In Virginia,
8th District LP Congressional candidate Ron Crickenberger
celebrated his birthday on May 2 by collecting ballot access pe-
titions during local elections in Alexandria and Falls Church.

B Election news: Steve Guinn was elected to the Mt. Pleasant
Township School Board in Indiana on May 2. In Michigan, also
on May 2, Stacy McGuire and Jame Goldstein came in third
and fourth respectively in a five-way race for school board in
Washington Township District 1. And Andy Hart received 7%
of the vote in a nine-way race for the Indianapolis Public School
Board’s At Large position.

M Presidential news: An unscientific preference poll taken in
early April by FreeMarketopia.com reported that Harry
Browne (with 49% of the vote) is the most popular presidential
candidate among Libertarians. Coming in a surprise second
was science fiction writer L. Neil Smith (27%), a past LP mem-
ber who has not announced that he is seeking the party’s nomi-
nation. In third place was Don Gorman (13%), followed by
Barry Hess (10%) and Dave Hollist (0%)

B Two new LP candidates have announced in Illinois:
Nathaniel Krause and Andrew Trapp, who are both running
for the Champaign County Board (District 8). In Michigan, an-
other local candidate has announced: Donald McCallum, who
is running for Chester Township Trustee. In Louisiana, Bob
McElroy announced that he will run for the 5th Congressional
District seat. In Minnesota, Erik Pakieser has announced
that he is seeking the LP’s nomination for U.S. Senate.

M Julian Heicklen, candidate for Attorney
General of Pennsylvania, spoke at the Medi-
cal Marijuana March on April 29 in Washing-
ton and at the Blair County Prison Society on
May 1. In New Jersey, U.S. Senate candidate
Emerson Ellett has reserved his first bill-
board for advertising. In Oregon, candidate
for state treasurer Mitch Shults has won the
endorsement of the Executive Club of Port-
land. In New Hampshire, Ken Blevens, LP
State Senate candidate, appeared on WMUR
TV 9 in Manchester on April 9. In Indiana,
Andrew Horning, candidate for the LP’s
gubernatorial nomination, appeared on WIBC Radio on April 11
after speaking to a meeting of Jaycee Presidents on April 10.

B Mitch Shults
gets endorsed.

B Correction: LP News (April 2000) reported that Kevin Tull
(District 5) and Jimmy Dyckes (District 6) were running for
U.S. House in Mississippi. In fact, both are running in Missouri.
Tull’s website: www.geocities.com/TheJCLib/campaign.html

M In Colorado, David Baker has announced his candidacy for
U.S. House (2nd District). In Maine, three Libertarians are
running for State Senate: Davis Hart (District 5), Jeff Crafts
(District 16), and Saavik Leary (District 19). In California,
Tom Hohman has entered the race for State Assembly (74th
District). 'n Texas, Patrick O’Brien Jackson has announced
a run for State Representatlve (District 98); John Adams will
run for the office of Kerr County sheriff; and Dr. John
Turnbow will be on the ballot for U.S. House (13th District).

B [n Wisconsin, Bernie Dalsey has announced that he is run-
ning for State Assembly (District 31). In Virginia, Robert
McBride has announced his candidacy for U.S. House (11th
District). In Washington state, Jesse Brocksmith has
launched a campaign for State Representative (44th District).
In Pennsylvania, Thomas F. McGrady, Jr. announced that he
is running for State Senate (R-19th), while Kenneth Evans
has launched a bid for State Representative (R-158th).

B What does a presidential candidate eat on the road? The
Philadelphia Daily News reported that Don Gorman visited
Pagliacci restaurant in mid-April and dined on “sweet sausage,
linguine, and diet Coke.” Now you know.
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Jesda Gulati: Running ‘to win'

Continued from Page 23
are already popping up. Cam-
paign volunteers spent the week-
end of April 22 posting lawn signs
throughout the district, coinciding
with the launch of Gulati’s first
radio ads that same week.
“Radio will be the primary
medium for this campaign,”
Gulati said. “In addition to ads,
I'm using talk radio to target the
district’s Republican majority.”
Gulati hopes to raise at least
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$60,000 for the campaign, he said.
Already, he has raised enough to
keep his radio advertising alive
through the summer, and intends
to keep the spots running “24/7”
until November.

Promotional
The campaign has also in-
vested in a wide array of promo-
tional materials, he said, inctud-
ing the traditional pins and
bumper stickers as well as inno-

L
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vative “donor premiums” like
compact discs of the candidate’s
speeches.

The first-time candidate said
he has a secret weapon as well:
The “valuable advice” of two
elected Libertarian city council-
men who have endorsed him,
Mark Taff of Colville and Greg
Holmes of Spangle.

“But my best reason for con-
fidence is the mess in Olympia,”
he said. “Our legislators hate tax
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cuts, and when the people vote for
them as they did last year [in a
referendum to repeal an unpopu-
lar car tax], they don’t know how
to handle it.”

Gulati was born in Thailand
and moved to Missouri as a child.
He founded a computer network
firm, Infinital Technologies, in
1997, and also produced his own
online political news periodical
until beginning his assembly cam-
paign in March.

For more information on the
Gulati campaign, or to contribute,
visit www.gulati2000.com. Or
write Gulati 2000, 3720 E 51, Spo-
kane, WA 99223.

]
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Minimize paying Income taxes
Beat all traffic tickets

Reduce government control of your life
Sue & jail criminal government agents

SPRING-SUMMER
2000 SEMINAR
SCHEDULE

Saturday, May 27 e
Albugquerque, New Mexico
Howard Johnson’s

(505) 242-5228

411 McKnight Avenue,
Albuguerque, NM

Sunday, May 28 ¢
Phoenix, Arizona
Holiday Inn,

4321 N. Central Avenue,
(602) 200-8888
Phoenix, AZ

Saturday, June 3 e
Charleston, South Carolina
Holiday Inn Airport,

6099 Fain Street

(843) 744-1621

I-26 & West Aviation Ave.
(Exit 211A), Charleston, SC

Sunday, June 4 *

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Best Western Airport

(918) 438-0780

222 Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK

Saturday, June 10 e
Portland, Oregon

Howard Johnson's

7101 NE 82nd Ave., Portland
(800) 345-3896

Sunday, June 11 ¢
Meford, Oregon
Comfort Inn South

60 East Stewart Avenue
(541) 772-8208
Medford, OR

Saturday, June 17 e

Reno, Nevada

Sands Regency Hotel

(800) 233-4939

345 North Arlington Avenue,
Reno, NV

Sunday, June 18
Father’s Day: No seminar

Saturday, June 24 ® Chicago
Marriott Schaumburg

(847) 240-0100

50 N. Martingale Road,
Schaumburg, IL

Sunday, June 25 ¢
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Holiday Inn (412) 262-3600
1406 Beers School Road,
Coraopolis, PA

All seminars start:

9 AM & end at 5 PM

M Price $40

M Spouse $20

M Under 21 = FREE

To pre-register, send
money order payable

to ALH (leave the “pay
to” line blank), or send
CASH to: Freedom Law School
13211 Myford Road #332,
Tustin, CA 92782
www.freedomlaw.org
(714) 838-2896

Peymon, President of Freedom Law School

Howrylak's
council race

Continued from Page 23

was too gracious!” The Council
had just given us our winning is-
sue.

The next day, while handing
out literature at the polls, each
volunteer made certain to tell
people that the Council had just
voted themselves a pension plan.
Martin incorporated this informa-
tion into his door-to-door cam-
paigning, and members of the
campaign committee began writ-
ing letters to the local papers.

Greg and I immediately be-
gan working on literature to show
the incumbents as greedy fat cats.
It was a good start, but we felt
that we really needed to give the
voters a wake-up call.

A couple days after the pen-
sion plan was passed, I came up
with the idea of creating a sepa-
rate organization, “Friends of
Troy,” to insulate the campaign
from charges of negative cam-
paigning. To be safe, Martin was
not affiliated with Friends of Troy;
we wouldn’t even discuss the
group if he was in the room.

“Most Unwanted”

Our “Most Unwanted” litera-
ture piece was distributed by
Friends of Troy. The mock
“Wanted” poster listing “political
crimes” was a tactic that was
originally used by LPM Executive
Director Tim O’Brien in a cam-
paign a few years ago, and its ef-
fectiveness had been proven.

While Tim worked on the
Unwanted flyer, Greg and I began
modifying our existing lit piece to
include the pension plan. This in-
formation — and our position on
it — had to get out to the voters. I
got a list of recent voters and sent
it to them. Troy has about 85,000
residents in about 30,000 house-
holds; our mailing went to about
10,000 households.

Then we started on our ab-
sentee voter letter. Most absentee
voters are seniors who respond
well to the idea of lower taxeS. We
pointed out that between a recent
$3.1 million tax abatement that
the city granted to a multina-
tional corporation headquartered
in the city and the new lucrative
pension plan, taxes would go up.

We also determined that we
had to hand-address all the enve-
lopes (about 1,800) for maximum
effectiveness. Martin signed each
letter individually and we folded,
stuffed, stamped, sealed, and
hand-wrote the return address for
each envelope.

We had a big “stuffing party”
on March 11. When Martin ar-
rived, he said it looked like we
were having some effect on the
pension issue because there were
rumors that some members of
Council were trying to rescind it.
Rescinding the pension plan
might take the wind out of our
sails, so we decided to put out

See HOWRYLAK Page 25



Continued from Page 24

another lit piece with a cartoon on
the back and a history of the pen-
sion plan inside.

. Greg drew the cartoon, which
showed the two incumbents run-
ning for re-election saying, “I told
you we should have waited until
after the election to pass the pen-
sion.”

Our letters got to absentee
voters on March 14, and they re-
ceived their absentee ballots a day
later. A night later, on March 16,
we reached the turning point of
the campaign.

At a League of Women Voters
candidate night, one of the incum-
bents announced he would make
a motion to rescind the pension
plan at the next Council meeting.
The other incumbent announced
that he had “made a mistake” vot-
ing for the plan and would second
the motion to rescind.

I knew we were doing well at
this point, but the upcoming Troy
City Council meeting could have
thrown a monkey-wrench into our
campaign by taking away our best
issue. Greg and I spent all day
Sunday, March 19, finalizing the
“Unwanted” poster.

We created three versions,
one based on the pension plan re-
maining in place, one based on the
Council rescinding the plan, and
one based on the Council tabling
the motion. We would go to print
the morning after the meeting.

Left plan in place

Amazingly, the Council left
the pension plan in place, so we
took the appropriate version of
the poster to the printer the next
day. We only managed to cover
half the city with the first lit drop,
but it was still successful. The
press picked up on it and there
was lots of coverage.

Troy residents began receiv-
ing Martin’s lit piece with the car-
toon around March 22. They re-
ceived his “introductory” lit piece
around March 28.

We expected some kind of re-
sponse. On March 31, Greg called
me to say that some of our Troy
people were getting calls from re-
porters asking about the “Liber-
tarian connection” and specifi-
cally asking about “Fred Collins.”
I got a call from a reporter with
the Detroit News a few minutes
later. The reporter was looking for
a story about outside interference.

I informed him that Martin
approached me through a mutual
friend, and that I was a Libertar-
ian, and raised some money for
the campaign from Libertarian
friends, but the majority of the

Is Abortion Aggression?

Scientific & Philosophical
Arguments Show Why It Is

Go to: http://www.L4L.org
For a literature list, send a S.A.S.E. to
Libertarians for Life, 13424 Hathaway
Drive #18, Wheaton, MD 20906|
(301) 460-4141 * libertarian@erols.com

money for the campaign came
from Troy residents. He never
asked me if Martin was a Liber-
tarian. The reporter decided that
there was no story, and then con-
fided in me that his information
had come from the incumbents.
Volunteers continued to dis-
tribute the “Unwanted” poster
throughout the following week.
On the morning of April 1, I
got a call from the “chair” of
Friends of Troy. Both she and
Martin had received a “hit” piece

from the opposition in their mail-
boxes. The piece called Martin a
liar and a “pawn of the Libertar-
ian Party.” We decided to ignore
it, and continued distributing the
“Unwanted” poster.

And, on Sunday we rested.

More nervous
On Election Day, I think I was
more nervous than at my own
election. But after about an hour,
when I saw a voter walk into the
polls carrying a “Troy’s Most Un-
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How Howrylak won his council race

wanted” poster in her hand, I
knew we had done it. We won with
the biggest landslide in the his-
tory of Troy. We won on Libertar-
ian issues — showing that when
you take off party labels, people
vote for small government.

One of the first issues the new
Council voted on was the repeal
of the pension plan. The vote:
7-0, in favor of repeal. We didn’t
need a majority to turn around
the vote. All we needed to do was
elect one Libertarian leader.

B About the author: Libertarian
Fred Collins serves on the Berkley,
Michigan, City Council.

needed to do was elect one
Libertarian leader.”

Michael
Cloud:

“The Freedom
Store: Battle-
field or Mar-
: ¥ ketplace?”
The communication master
— creator of the acclaimed
“Essence of Political Per-
suasion” tape set — shares
the profound secret that will
enhance ALL your outreach
and communication efforts.
Start your conversations
with non-libertarians with
all the points in your favor!
Discover a new paradigm
which could profoundly change
how the public perceives
libertarians. A must-hear.
Presented at the Advocates
15th Anniversary Celebra-
tion, September 1999.

All 4 tapes in a
handsome binder,
this special $40
value is yours
for only $25
(plus $4.50 S/H)

-~

Please note: If you have the 18-tape set from
our 15th Anniversary, you already have 3 of
these tapes. We will be happy to substitute
other communications tapes for you — just
give us a call or send us an email message.

How to Win Friends for Libert

The Advocates for Self-Government presents:

Communication
Power Pack!

A four-tape audio set packed with powerful communication
tools you can put to use right away. You'll be treated to
dynamic presentations by leaders in the libertarian movement!

Dr. Mary

Ruwart:

“Libertarian-
ism is the
AN Most Com-

Y i passionate
Philosophy.” The author of
Healing Our World and Short
Answers to the Tough Quest-
ions, plus writer of the
Liberator Online’s “Ask Dr.
Ruwart” column presents a
wealth of information on
how to appeal to liberals.
She also gives specific and
CONCise answers you can use
to respond to the concerns
of your liberal friends and
adversaries. A treasure.
Presented at the Advocates
10th Anniversary confer-
ence October 1995.

Ken

Bisson:
“Amazing
Tools You
Can Put to
Use Immedi-
ately.” LP NatCom member
and former Advocates Chair
Ken Bisson tells you about
some of the best tools and
techniques available for
libertarian outreach and
communication — and how
to use them successfully.
This is practical, tested,
down-to-earth information
that can enormously
enhance your libertarian
outreach effectiveness.
Presented at the Advocates
15th Anniversary Celebra-
tion, September 1999.

-—————-———————-———-————————————1

Yes! Send me the Communication Power Pack for only $25. (Plus $4.50 S/H) i
O Check/Money Order enclosed. Or: Q Charge my: O Visa O MasterCard i
A M TO ORDER: i

Signature

Expires

City/State/Zip

“Best Liber-
tarian Com-
munication
Techniques.”
One of the hits of the 1999
Advocates 15th Anniversary
Celebration! Communication
masters David Bergland, Carla
Howell, Michael Cloud, Sharon
Harris, and Carole Ann Rand
share their favorite power
tips for successful libertar-
ian outreach and communi-
cation. “Libertarian Judo,”
“The Libertarian Denomina-
tor,” “The Utopian Fallacy”
and more. Put these ideas
to work for you right away!

www.self-gov.org

Mail to: Advocates for Self-
Government, 1202 N. Tennessee {
St., Suite 202, Cartersville, GA
30120 e Call: 800-932-1776 I
Email: advocates@self-gov.org |
® Or click on “LP News Tape |
Special” at www.self-gov.org
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery
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LITERATURE

BUTTONS &

LP Literature & Books

M Ain’t Nobody's Business If You Do by Peter
McWilliams. The definitive argument against “consen
sual crimes,” packed with facts, quotes, and statistics
Paperback, 693 pages. Cost: $9.95

B Why Government Doesn‘t Work by Harry Browne
The 1996 Presidential campaign manifesto: Explains
why government doesn’t work,

and why it will never
work as well as voluntary solutions. Outlines a Libertar
1an plan for victory. Hardbound, 245 pages. Cost: $11.95

B Libertarianism In One Lesson by David Bergland
Expanded 7th edition. The classic introductory work
Outlines Libertarian positions on all major political issues
and contrasts them to liberals and conservatives. A must-
read. Softbound, 158 pages. Cost: $10 each; or 5 for $35

B Which Political Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights? Full-
page flyer. 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting defense of
the Second Amendment, designed especially for the gun
community. Explains why the LP will never betray gun
owners. Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $7 for 100

B America's Libertarian Heritage by David Bergland
16-page booklet. Concise overview of Libertarian phi-
losophy and solutions in an easy-to-read question-and-
answer format. Cost: $1 each

H Million Dollar Bills: Green Ink. A faux $1,000,000
bill that highlights excessive federal spending. Perfect for
Tax Day, taxpayer groups, and almost any other out-
reach project! Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $5 for 100

W LP “Fact Sheets”: Updated for 1998: 2-page LP his-
tory (with political highlights, accomplishments, and vic-
tories from 1971-1997) and comprehensive. two-page
bibliography (more than 150 books about liberty!). Sold
as a set. Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $10 for 100

M LP Program. 4 pages, blue ink. LP positions on edu-
cation, jobs, political corruption, health care, and crime
— plus solutions. Cost: Sample: $1.00 or $10 for 100

B World’s Smallest Political
Quiz cards. Perfect for
“politically homeless” booths
Cost: $1 for 100

Bumperstickers

Cost: $1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100. Size: 11" x 3"

B ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
(Red, white, & blue)

M Don't Blame Me . . . | Voted Libertarian (Blue &
white; LP address and phone # below.)

M Vote Libertarian/800-ELECT-US (Blue & white.)
M I'm Pro-Choice on Everything! (Red, white, & blue.)

Buttons (Cost: $1 each or 75¢ each for 5 or more)
M Don't Blame Me, | Voted Libertarian 1-800-682-1776
M Vote Libertarian 1-800-682-1776

B Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything
1-800-682-1776

Miscellaneous Items

M Libertarian Party stickers. Size: 5/8" x 2-1/8". (Red
and blue.) Text: “Tired of big government & high taxes?
Call the Libertarian Party.” Includes LP 800#. Cost: Four
sheets (96 stickers) for $1. Or 25 sheets (600): $5

B Windbreaker. Blue, with LP logo & party name. Avail-
able in M, L, XL. (Please specify.) Cost: $25 each

Tools for Campaigning

M Libertarian TV Ads: A videotape of TV ads by LP
candidates — from State Representative to president
(For informational use only; not broadcast quality.)
Cost: $20.00 each

B LP Statue of Liberty Logo master. Camera-ready
sheet, ready for scanning. Cost: $1 each

M LP Statue of Liberty Logo on PC Disk: 3-1/2 inch
DOS-compatible computer disk. Cost: $3 each

M Newsprint Ads: “Libertarian Party — Defenders of
Liberty.” Camera-ready print ads. One each of six differ-
ent ads: General, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft, and taxes
Plus additional multi-sized “Lower Taxes/More Freedom”
LP advertisements. Cost: $3 for set

Large & Small Banners

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY, CALL Tot
o e y i A

ecome a “moving billboard” for the Libertarian Party: Put one of
these attractive, eye-catching bumperstickers on your car or truck. All
three popular bumperstickers are a big 3" x 11" and are printed in
bright, bold colors. And they all feature the party’s toll-free phone number.
Remember: Bumperstickers are long-lasting, hard-working low-cost mobile
advertising for the Libertarian Party. So help us “stick it” to the Republicans
and Democrats — and put an LP bumpersticker on your car or truck today!
M Cost: $1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100

Also available: ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN bumpersticker
(Blue & red — big 3” x 11" size). $1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100

M Is This the New Politi-
cal Party You've Been
Looking For? Brochure,
2-cqlor (violet &-black)
Introductory brochure;
gives a deneral, friendly
overview of Libertarian
Party beliefs

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

Yard Sign

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
/VOTE LIBERTARIAN.
Red, white, and blue ink
on sturdy foamboard.
Measures a big 24" x
18". Perfect for LP cam-
paigns or rallies

Cost: $8.00 each

M Small Banner. (12" x 5'). White on blue. One line
“Libertarian Party.” Cost: $25 each

M Large Banner. (18" x 5'). White on blue. First line
“Libertarian Party.” You can pick the second line from
these two choices: “800-ELECT-US" or “Defenders of
Liberty."(Specify which on order form.) Cost: $40 each

M Towards A More Sen-

sible Drug Policy. Bro-
chure, 2-color (blue &
black). Argues that drug
legalization is a sensible
and workable alternative
to the government’s dan-
gerous “War on Drugs.”

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

B What Happened To
Your Family Budget?
Brochure, 2-color (blue &
black). Looks at how the
government impoverishes
Americans by taking more
in taxes than most families
spend on food, clothing,
and shelter (combined).

% Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

M Ending the Welfare
State. Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). The LP’s
welfare reform plan, pro-
moting opportunity, work,
and personal responsibility
— instead of failed govern-
ment programs

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

B Making Your Neigh-
borhood Safe Again.
Brochure, 2-color (red &
black). Explains the LP's
five-point crime-control
program that protects civil
liberties — while providing
more resources to fight
real criminals.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

B Equal Rights for
America's Gun Owners.
Brochure, 2-color (orange
& black). Explains and de-
fends the Libertarian
Party’s strong pro-Second
Amendment position for a
general audience

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

B Working to Cut Your
Taxes. Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). How the
LP would drastically re-
duce the size and cost of
government by privatizing
government services, abol-
ishing corporate welfare,
and ending income taxes

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100
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here is no charge for standard shipping. Allow up to 34w
Add $5 for same-day shipping. Call (202)

s on rush deliveries. Minimum order
via UPS; please add $5 for Post Office box
0: Libertarian Party. Federal law
ort the name, mailing address,

L A O =

l occupation, and name of or for each individual whose

I contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year

em

I LE RS S S e T T R RS

i B Books for Sale
Ror i
g et
Ftl ok
i M Ready-to-use Literature

Brochure:

Ain’t Nobody's Business « McWillams
Why Government Doesn‘t Work + Browne

Libertarianism In One Lesson + Bergland

“Is This the New Political Party

rds More Sensible Drug Policy”

at Happened/Your Family Budget?”
Brochure: “Ending the Welfare State”
Brochure: “Making Neighborhood Safe Again”
Brochure: “Equal Rights/America’s Gun Owners’
Brochure: “Working to Cut Your Taxes!”

Flyer: “Political Party/100% Pro-Gun Rights?*

i “Million Dollar Bill” Literature

America’s Libertarian Heritage booklet

Fact Sheets: LP history/bibliography (package)

I 1995 LP Program
l World's Smallest Political Quiz
| W Yard Signs

i ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/Vote Libertarian
| B Bumper Stickers

Don't Blame Me...I Voted Libertarian

| M Buttons

j B Miscellaneous Items
I Sheets of LP stickers (24 per sheet)
I Lined windbreaker. Circle one: M L XL

| W Tools for Campaigning
I ____ \libertarian TV Ads Video
- Statueof Liberty logo master
LP Statue of Liberty logo on 3-1/2" PC disk
Newsprint ads: “Libertarian Party — Defenders
of Liberty” set of seven

; M Large & Small Banners

I Large: “LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (18'h x 5'w) *
Please check preferred second line
i Q Defenders of Liberty O 1-800-ELECT-US

l Small: “LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (12°h x S'w)

I W Total Due

I'm Pro-Choice on Everything!
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Vote Libertarian/1-800-ELECT-US

Don't Blame Me, | Voted Libertarian
VOTE LIBERTARIAN/800-682-1776
Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything

Merchandise Total
RUSH handling: Add $5 for same-day handling
RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange
Send to a Post Office Box: $5 extra

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE

] Cash, check, or money order enclosed (No corporate checks!)

Bill my Visa [ ] Bill my MasterCard
Acct. #
Expires Signature
Name

Membership ID# [On label]

' Street

A By phone...

. (202) 333-0008 Ext. 221
(202) 333-0072 by fax

By mail...

The Libertarian Party
2600 Virginia Avenue,
NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20037

I Gty State Zip

_I Occupation

__________________________________~___________uwﬁ_______;________-___;___J

Employer




LP activists
hash taxes

Continued from Page 17

M Colorado: Thanks to the
local Libertarian Party, Adams
County taxpayers had the “plea-
sure” of meeting Bill Clinton at
the post office on April 17.

Or so it seemed. But the Bill
Clinton-look alike — actually LP
activist Ari Armstrong in disguise
— generated a more positive re-
ception than the real president
would have, said Armstrong.

“The overwhelming response
was very favorable to the Liber-
tarian Party,” he said.

M Virginia: First District
U.S. House candidate Sharon
Wood took political advantage of
Tax Day, denouncing the income
tax in a series of rallies around
the district.

“Americans should not be
forced to pay for government’s
spending spree to the tune of $1.8
trillion dollars in this year’s pro-
posed federal budget,” Wood told
voters in Newport News. “They
should be free to keep the money
they earn to save, to spend, or give
away, as they see fit.”

B New Hampshire: Who
wants to be a millionaire? At least
500 Manchester residents, Liber-
tarians discovered.

During a seven-hour rally

B Student Libertarians at the University of Georgia in
Athens sponsored an unusual Tax Day event: They spray-
painted anti-tax and anti-Social Security slogans on an old
Jjunk yard car, and charged fellow students $1 to whack it
with a baseball bat. Shown here (I-r): Matt Nicholson,
Jennifer Smith, Mike Skott, and Chris Blair.

outside Manchester’s main post
office, LP activists handed out
that many million-dollar bills on
Tax Day, State Chair Danielle
Donovan said.

B Pennsylvania: Montgom-
ery County Libertarians helped
make some anti-tax noise on April
15 as they encouraged Philadel-
phia motorists to honk their horns
to protest taxes.

“Maybe only a few people
hate taxes sufficiently to take part
in a protest, but a majority of the
population is willing to honk their
car horn to show that they hate
taxes,” said Chair Obie Mild, one
of several damp Libertarians who

spent the rainy Saturday after-
noon outside the city’s IRS pro-
cessing center.

Joining the LP rally was a
detail of police officers — who
were instructed to protect the Lib-
ertarians from potentially hostile
IRS employees across the street,
said Mild. ;

But if the IRS bureaucrats
didn’t appreciate the rally, tax-
payers did, he said.

“People waved at us and gave
thumbs-up signs,” said Mild. “We
all agreed that the public support
made up for the rain; it’s very rare
that we are in a forum where we
find so many people behind us.”
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TN county commissioner
joins Libertarian Party

first-term county commis-

sioner in Tennessee joined

the Libertarian Party in
March, becoming the only Liber-
tarian to currently hold office in
that state.

Morgan County Commis-
sioner Trudy Austin said she had
been having difficulty for years
“finding a political home” — but
finally discovered the LP fit her
best ideologically.

“I'd always leaned indepen-
dent, but after doing some re-
search, I concluded the LP’s phi-
losophy is closer to mine than any
other,” she said.

Austin is an organic farmer
and resident of Deer Lodge.

Indeperndent

Until joining the LP, Austin
said she had never been a mem-
ber of any political party. How-
ever, she was politically active,
winning her commission seat in
1998 as an independent.

Her new Libertarian affilia-
tion has given Austin a height-
ened sensitivity about spending
citizens’ money, she said.

“Since I've joined the LP, I
find I tend to question public ex-
penditures and tax dollars with
increased scrutiny,” she said.

M Trudy Austin: “I concluded
the LP’s philosophy is closer
to mine than any other.”

Austin also plans to offer
Morgan County a Libertarian so-
lution to economic stagnation: She
supports industrial hemp produc-
tion, she said, and will highlight
the issue during upcoming cam-
paign for the U.S. House.

Victory in the Third District
race is “unlikely,” admitted Aus-
tin, but she said she savors the
race’s potential.

“Any race is a good opportu-
nity — for the LP and for the vot-
ers — if it lets us get our message
out,” she said.

MICHAEL-BENOIT
FOR~CONGRESS

www.michaelbenoit.org

MIGHAEI. BENO", candidate for

Congress in California’s 52nd District,
continues to work tirelessly in bringing
a Libertarian message to the people

of San Diego. His vigorous public
advocacy of our Party’s bold promise is
augmented by distributing a planned
one million pieces of literature, certain
to make “Libertarian” a well-recognized
and respected household name!

Benoit’s goals include doubling party
membership in his district, using
every means available to him. An
ambitious objective of placing 2,000
yardsigns in homeowners’ front yards
will give both Benoit AND our Party
renewed visibility as November fast
approaches. Increasingly, people are
receptive to the reality that our Party is
the BEST alternative to the others, as

evidenced by the numbers of people
now registered as Libertarians.

Please assist Benoit financially to increase
public awareness of the Party, not just
here in America’s sixth-largest city, but
nationally! Locally, we need just 10
dollars froin you to sponsor one sign;
2,000 sponsors of one sign each. Every
person who places a yard sign on their
property gets campaign material and a
copy of Harry Browne’s video, “The Great
Libertarian Offer.” It is of enormous
satisfaction to see people, so newly
familiar with libertarian thought, join us
as dues-paying members! Your support
will help others to see, as YOU have, the
wisdom of working to restore the
limited government our Constitution
prescribes. Many thanks for your par-
ticipation in this party-building effort!

2 Please send contributions to: Benoit for Congress,

8781 Cuyamaca Street, #D, Santee, CA 92071
* Email: pursuitoflife@access1.net * 619-449-8175

www.michaelbenoit.org
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Browne appears in new poll

Continued from Page 4

But the result of the contro-
versy, said Willis, was a dramatic
drop in contributions, a decision
not to go forward with the FEC
challenge — and the emergency
appeal to “save the campaign.”

Browne supporters re-
sponded with more than $50,000
in contributions in just three
days, Willis reported later.

“You gave us what we needed
to get back to full speed,” he wrote
in a follow-up e-mail message.

With the injection of cash,

Browne hit the campaign trail
again and all canceled events
were rescheduled, Willis said.

As part of the resurgence, the
campaign also announced a plan
to air a series of national TV ad-
vertisements in June and July.

“We want to produce a series
of 30-second and 60-second TV
ads,” Browne said. “Not only will
these ads be cheaper to run than
our [30-minute] infomercial, but
they will be different from previ-
ous LP presidential campaign
ads: No talking heads. Instead, I

want to do ads that are polished,
provocative, and get people talk-
ing about us.”

In another development,
Browne also made his first ap-
pearance in a national poll.

2% in Oregon

On April 20, Browne showed
up at 0.8% in a national poll con-
ducted by Zogby International.
And on April 24, a Portland Or-
egonian poll showed Browne with
2% of voter support in Oregon.

Both polls were “good news,’
said Browne — and represented
a breakthrough for the campaign.

“A national polling company

»

is including us — something that
didn’t happen in 1996,” he said.
“And we're showing up in the polls
in a state where I've had almost
no localized coverage at all.”

In late April and early May,
Browne spoke to LP conventions
in New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, and South Carolina.

He also did interviews on
National Public Radio, American
Freedom Network, WBUS in Co-
lumbus (OH), and over a dozen
other radio stations.

Browne, the LP’s 1996 presi-
dential nominee, faces Don
Gorman, Barry Hess, and Dave
Hollist for the 2000 nomination.
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Daniel H. Fylstra
Candidate for Vice Chair
National Libertarian Party
www.fylstra.com/vicechair
fyou're a delegate to the Libertarian
National Convention in Anaheim this

summer, vote for Dan Fylstra for Vice
Chair — the candidate who stands for:

B Greater use of the Internet to “level the
playing field” with the Republicans

and Democrats

B Greater emphasis on supporting state
and local candidates and winning

elections

M Greater professionalism and outreach

to the Libertarian movement,
high-tech community

and the

Dan Fvistra
for V‘czy

Visit www.fylstra.com/vicechair for more information!

Background:

MBA, Harvard Business School
BSEE, Computer Science, M.L.T.

Founder of VisiCorp, marketers of VisiCalc,
the first spreadsheet program for PCs

M Region 2 alternate Regional Rep,
Libertarian National Committee
M Endorsed by nine LNC members
including the current Vice Chair

M Key figure in revitalizing the LP of Nevada,
now the fastest growing state party
M Played key role in the new national

Website www.LP.org

)

Endorsed by Activists:

Hugh Butler, current Vice Chair
Mary Ruwart, Author of Healing Our World

Joe Dehn, LP Webmaster & ExecComm member
Steve Givot, Secretary

Mark Tuniewicz, Treasurer

Bill Hall, General Counsel

Terry Savage, Region 2 Rep

Ken Bisson, Region 3 Rep

Elias Israel, Region 6 Rep & Massachusetts

State Chair

Mark Hinkle, Chair, LP of California
Chris Azzaro, Exec. Director, LP of Nevada

Peter Schmerl, Chair, LP of Arizona

Jim Dexter, Chair, LP of Utah

Nancy Lord Johnson, LP 1992 VP candidate
Bob Poole, LP Life Member
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Lee Gounty LP
stops tax hike

Continued from Page 3

would have cost taxpayers over
$310 million over five years. The
funds would have been used for
road construction, parks, and
“beautification,” though specific
projects were never defined.

The LP got involved in the
anti-tax campaign in early 2000,
said Hawk. Lee County Libertar-
ians launched a letter-writing
campaign, flooding area newspa-
pers throughout January and
February.

“I've never seen such a hot
issue,” said Hawk. “Once we
started, it was as if someone had
poked a hornet’s nest.”

Apparently feeling the heat,
pro-tax politicians struck back. In
February, the City Council in Fort
Myers, the county’s largest city,
voted to spend $33,000 in tax dol-
lars promoting the tax increase.

But that decision backfired,
Hawk said.

“They sounded like big bullies
stealing everyone’s lunch money,”
he said. “We [were able to exploit -
the fact that we] had to fight a
government that wanted to useits
own resources to further its own
cause.”

An unscientific newspaper
poll in late February showed that
97% of the public opposed the ex-
penditure — so it was no surprise,
said Hawk, that the City Council
later rescinded the decision.

As the referendum drew near,
Hawk was invited to debate sev-
eral County Commission mem-
bers on the tax issue for a local
newscast.

Crack foundation

“I told the audience that the
annual Lee County budget, in
$100 bills, would fill a small home
to the ceiling and crack the foun-
dation with its weight,” he said.
“It was a great opportunity to get
our Libertarian message out.”

By Saturday, March 11, three
days before the referendum, the
pro-tax forces had spent $300,000
on their effort — while the LP had
spent less than $300. In fact, the
Lee County LP had so little money
that it had to borrow anti-tax
signs from a neighboring county’s
LP affiliate.

In the end, it didn’t matter,
since Libertarians “beat the sales
tax decisively,” he said.

“We showed the government
how we feel about tax increases.
And by keeping our own money,
we've forced them to reduce the
size of government. That means
more freedom for all of us.”
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LP Flags,

Banners

$65 each
LPCA SLO Reg 40

LP Decals: $3 * LP logo pin: $10

P.0. Box 598, Pismo Beach, CA 93448
(877) 616-1776 * www.lpcslo.org/store
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Lark for
LP Chair

Continued from Page 14

B Elias Israel, chair, LP Mas-
sachusetts, LNC member: “I sup-
port Jim Lark because he has the
consensus-building skills we need
in a National Chairman.”

M Jo Jorgensen, LP Vice
Presidential candidate, 1996: “I
am supporting Jim Lark as our
next National Chair. Jim would
make a fine National Chair and I
urge you to give him your vote.”

B Joseph Knight, chair, LP
New Mexico: “Jim is a rock-solid
Libertarian and a dedicated, tire-
less activist. I recommend him
without hesitation.”

B James Madison, Communi-
cations Director, LP Connecticut:
“Jim Lark’s knowledge, profes-
sionalism and experience make
him an outstanding choice for LP
Chairman.”

M John McAlister, LP Ohio
candidate, U.S. Senate: “Jim Lark
as National LP chairman will lead
the Libertarian Party to think
national and act local.”

M Gary Reams, chair, LP Vir-
ginia: “Jim Lark has my full sup-
port in his bid for the Chairman-
ship. The LP will be well served
by having him at the helm.”

MW Mary Ruwart, author, LNC
member, LP Texas candidate, U.S.
Senate: “I’ve served on the
NatCom with Jim Lark. He is an
impartial leader, wedded to the
concept of fairness, not favorit-
ism.”

For more information, please
contact me at www.JimLark.org,
jwlark@dellmail.com, or (804)
973-5958. I'm happy to share
ideas about building the LP/Lib-
ertarian movement.

Thanks for your consider-
ation.

B Dr. James W. Lark is assistant
professor in the Systems Engi-
neering Department and adjunct

Gorman visits
9 more states

Continued from Page 4

From his New Hampshire home,
Gorman issued a statement on the
seizure and removal of six-year-
old Cuban refugee Elian Gonzalez
from the home of his Miami rela-
tives by federal order.

“Isn’t it ironic that Elian
Gonzalez’s mother died while try-
ing to bring her child to a land she
thought of as free?” Gorman rhe-
torically asked.

Gorman faces Harry Browne,
Barry Hess, and David Hollist for
the presidential nomination. The
party’s presidential candidate will
be selected by delegates at the LP
National Convention in Anaheim,
California, June 29-July 3, 2000.

professor in the McIntire School
of Commerce at the University of
Virginia. He is a director of the
Financial Engineering Research
Group at U.Va. He holds degrees
from Virginia Tech (B.S., Math-
ematics) and U.Va. (Ph.D., Sys-
tems Engineering).

He has served as visiting
scholar at the Center for the
Study of Public Choice (Virginia
Tech) and Earhart Foundation
Visiting Fellow at the Center for
Research in Government Policy
and Business (University of Roch-
ester).

Dr. Lark is an LP Life Mem-
ber; he joined in 1984.

Continued from Page 15

give a royalty-free license. Your
donations should advance Liberty,
not build my retirement trust.

It’s time for change.

W Do you want a rejuvenated
National Party?

B Do you want a Libertarian
Party based on member-activism,
not fundraising gimmicks?

B Do you want honesty,
transparency, and private moral
suasion to replace accusations,
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Phillies for LP Chair

suspicions, and litigator’s bills?

M Do you want the Libertar-
ian Millennium?

I'm here to bring you that
change. Please give me your sup-
port. Vote for me in Anaheim. I'm
happy to talk; please call or write.
George Phillies phillies@cmlc.org
508-754-1859

B George Phillies, born 1947,
has Bachelor, Master, and Doctor
of Science degrees in Physics from

MIT. He’s done research at UCLA,
the University of Michigan, and
WPI. He’s written three books and
more than 100 research papers.

In 1996, Massachusetts Lib-
ertarians nominated him for U.S.
Senate. In 1998, he ran for Con-
gress: A one-hour Libertarian-
Democratic-Republican debate
went out coast to coast 7PM EST
on CSPAN-II. WJAR-TV said he
won a 3-way debate in Attle-
borough.

Phillies chairs the Pioneer
Valley Libertarian Association,
edits http://www.cmlc.org, and
has liberty-oriented books
ePublished at http:/3mpub.com.
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The Ayn Rand Video Library

Ayn Rand Video Interviews:

AR 101 University of Michigan
AR 301 Tom Snyder

AR 401 Mike Wallace

Ayn Rand Feature Films:

$19:95
$26.95
$29.95

Fountainhead (Gary Cooper, Patricia Neal)
We the Living (Italian w/ English Subtitles)
Love Letters (Rand’s Original Screenplay)
Ayn Rand Documentary

“A Sense of Life” SPECIAL OFFER!!

Ayn Rand Collectibles

o Life ¥ors Compalling Thne ™

(B & W 45 min.)
(Color 70 min.)

Special Price Discounts for National, State and Local LP
Organizations on orders of ten or more - call toll free for details

First Day Cover $ 14.95 Framed $35.00 (includes shipping)

Signed “A Sense of Life” Poster $50.00 (add $5.00 s + h) per poster

Specially priced “A Sense of Life” package
(video, book, first day cover)

Call Toll Free or visit out website for details!

Tim SIag|e“The Libertarian Lenny Bruce”

Tim Slagle has established himself as the premiere libertarian comic in the US. Smart, funny,
and politically incorrect, Slagle’s rapier wit and slashing satire cut to the bone. A long-time
performer at national and local Libertarian events, Slagle’s live and uncut performances are
now available on video tape. Many use these tapes to introduce their friends to libertarian
thinking. Nothing reveals the truth like comedy.

TS 101 “AWAKE”
TS 201 Nation of Criminals

$19.95
$24.95

WACO: A .New Revelation $29.95

Powerful documentary, narrated by ex-FBI agent, Dr. Fred Whitehurst, picks up where “Waco: The
Rules of Engagement” left off. New and updated information about the slaughter and cover-ups

surrounding the investigation.

WACO: The Rules of Engagement Color 136 min. $29.95
Fast becoming a collector’s item, this 1998 Academy Award Nominated documentary started it all.
The infrared footage of the tank assault is positively damning, and helps make this outstanding

documentary one of the best ever made about governmental abuse of power.

IRS under assault (Films Libertarians Love)

Harry’s War (Edward Herrmann, Geraldine Page) Color 98 min.

Harry declares War on the IRS in this classic comedy/drama

The “F” Zone (William Harrity, Kelly Hunt) Color 101 min.
Dramatic story questioning the legality of the 16th Amendment (Income Tax).

“New Lower Price”

$24.95

$29.95
$69.95
$24.95

$40.00

$24.95

Call us toll free

888 557-6353

All major credit cards accepted

Shipping and Handling $4.00
CA Residents please add
8.25% sales tax.

or
send
payment
to:

Visit our newly redesigned user friendly website

www.getwhatyoupayfor.com

No Free Lunch Distributors
2219 West Olive Avenue PMB #218
Burbank CA 91506
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WHY I'M RUNNIN

'FOR PRESIDENT

www.jacobghornberger.com

“The Libertarian Party Needs a Divorce”

“Truth Rattles the Wrongdoer:
A Response to Harry Browne”

“Harry Browne’s Great FEC Fundraising Caper’

“Lord Acton Was Right: A Re
David Bergland”

Commentaries

on the LP

by Jacob G. Hornberger

Browne, Gorman, Hess,
L]
and Hollist speak out.

ibertarian presidential con-

tender Barry Hess sparred

with several long-shot presi-
dential hopefuls from two other
parties in a debate televised on
New York City cable.

On May 13, Hess took ques-
tions from a studio audience in the
town meeting-style forum, hosted
by a local cable personality. Other
participants included Reform
Party candidates Bob Bowman
and Erik Thompson, as well as
Lyndon LaRouche, who is seeking
the Democratic nomination.

The broadcast, on a Staten
Island public access channel, was
available to 300,000 cable homes.

“I tried to convince my Re-
form opponents to ‘throw in’ with
the Libertarian Party to form a
larger, stronger alternative to the
Republicrats,” Hess said after the
debate. “I hoped we could find
common ground in our desire to
reduce government.”

Alternative parties have a
’ real chance to make an impact
this year if they work together,
Hess told the debate audience.

“We are limited by the rules
set out by Democrats and Repub-
licans to keep us out of serious
contention,” he said. “But if we all
pull together, we can win. And the
Libertarian Party can win if we

sponse to

The =
Power pf Just
One Signature

a YEs! Sign me up today as a proud, dues-
paying member of the Libertarian Party!

TR 1 ive 12 issues of the monthly newspaper, LP News, and a membership
| card. Fd like to be a Libertarian Party member in the following category:
I Q $25 Basic Member
Q $100 " Sustaining Member
a $250 Sponsor
Q $500 Patron
Q $1,000 Life Member

Do you think that our government has gotten too big and

too powerful? Do you think a maze of bureaucrats and

politicians are chipping away at the freedoms Americans used

to take for granted? Do you think the Bill of Rights is being
silently repealed — one precious freedom at a time?

You can help change that by joining
the Libertarian Party! We're the only political

party that is fighting — with 100% of our energy — to low

taxes, to reduce the size of government, and to defend the Bill

of Rights. With your support — and your proud signature on

this membership form — we can work harder than ever to
build a powerful political force for freedom.

But we need your help to do it.

Make a stand for freedom!
Join the Libertarian Party today!

‘er

The Libertarian Party is the party of principle. To publicly affirm what
we believe—and to ensure that our party never strays from our principles—we
ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

> I do not believe in or advocate the Initiation of force as a means of

achieving political or social goals

SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP

Subscription

QO Enclosed is $25. I'd rather not join just yet. Instead, please sign me
up for a one-year subscription to LP News (12 monthly issues).

Name & Address

SOURCE CODE: 01241

NAM

ADDRISS

CITY STATI VAL
HOMI: PHONI WORK PHONI:

EMPLOYER OCCUPATION

Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, and
occupation and name of employer for each individual whose contributions aggregate
in excess of $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax-deductible.

Libertarian Party Membership!

Barry Hess participates in
televised New York dehate

all get up off our duffs and do
something to forward the cause of
liberty.”

Hess offered an “optimistic
survey” of Libertarianism in his
opening statement, he said.

“The Libertarian philosophy
of allowing the free market to
settle itself has an historic track
record without blemish. The cur-
rent trend of usurping the Con-
stitutional role of government via
judicial and executive fiat is [a]
destructive force in our nation.”

Uncertain impact

Hess said he enjoyed the de-
bate, but is uncertain how it will
impact his chances at winning the
LP nomination.

“The biggest benefit [of ap-
pearing] was general exposure,
although our concerns at this
point are specifically our own Lib-
ertarian delegates,” he said.

In the week before the debate,
Hess spoke at three more LP state
conventions — in North Carolina,
Ohio, and Indiana. He also ad-
dressed the Michigan LP conven-
tion on May 19.

The Libertarian Party’s presi-
dential candidate will be selected
by delegates at the National Con-
vention in Anaheim, California,

June 29-July 3, 2000.

U To help you in your important

work for liberty, I have enclosed an
additional donation of:

$

Total payment enclosed

$

U Check/money order enclosed.
(No corporate checks, please.)

Or: Please bill my 0 Visa

O MasterCard.

ACCT. #

EXPIRIS

SIGNATURE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT

Qrd like to support the Libertar-
ian Party on a more regular basis.
Please send me information about
your monthly Pledge Program — |
and the benefits for joining. |

|
LIBERTARIAN i
PARTY

2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037

Phone: (202) 333-0008

Fax: (202) 333-0072
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ADVERTISEMENT

As part of his presidential-cam-
paign theme of “compassionate
conservatism,” Texas Gov. George
W. Bush recently announced
nearly $500,000 in state-financed
grants to Christian groups in
Texas. “America will be changed
because people of faith and good
heart are willing to help people
in need,” Bush said. “I believe
rallying the armies of compas-
sion, thanking the soldiers in the
armies of compassion, is the next
bold step in welfare reform.”

Bush failed to explain, how-
ever, exactly who are the saints in
the grant-making process — the
state legislature, tax collectors,
judges, sheriffs, the taxpayers, or
the governor himself.

Here’s how the system works.
The state of Texas imposes sales
and property taxes on the people
of Texas. These taxes are not vol-
untary. For example, if a person
refuses to pay his property tax,
the state effects recovery of the
tax by foreclosing a tax lien on

Has Compassion Gone Astray?

by Jacob G. Hornberger

the person’s property. If the prop-
erty owner continues to refuse to
pay the tax, his property is sold
at a foreclosure sale, and a state
judge issues a writ of possession
to the new owner. Law-enforce-
ment officials serve the writ on
the now-former owner and force
him to vacate the property. If he
refuses to vacate and instead
decides to resist forcibly, he most
likely will find himself in the
hereafter for “resisting arrest.”

When Governor Bush uses
tax monies to assist Christian
groups, is he acting compas-
sionately? All that he has done is
distribute money that the state
has forcibly taken from other
people. How does that make the
governor a compassionate per-
son? Doesn’t compassion connote
the willing use of one’s own
money for beneyolent purposes?

What about the members of
the Texas legislature? Does their
mere enactment of sales or prop-
erty taxes convert them into com-
passionate people?

Tax collectors, judges, and
law-enforcement personnel? Does
their use of force to recover the
taxes entitle them to share in the
collective compassion?

What about the Texas people?
Since they paid the taxes, are
they entitled to claim a pro rata
share of the collective goodness?
What about those who didn’t like
paying their taxes? Are they

nevertheless to be considered
soldiers in Governor Bush’s army
of compassion?

Let’s ask a different question:
Can Governor Bush’s conduct be
reconciled with religious prin-
ciples?

Suppose a thief robs you of
your money and tells you that
he’s donating the money to a
local church. Wouldn't you still
consider him a thief even though
he was helping Christians with
the money he had stolen from
you? Wouldn’t you still expect
him to be criminally prosecuted
for the robbery?

What church pastor, know-
ing that the money had been
stolen, would accept it? Wouldn't
ministers refuse the money and
advise the thief to return it to its
proper owner?

Is the process different, in
moral terms, when Governor
Bush assists people with the
money that has been taxed from
the people of Texas?

The Christian who supports
and participates in this process
must ask himself some uncom-
fortable moral questions. Is it
morally permissible to use the
force of the state to take money
from a person to whom it belongs
in order to give it to another
person? Can a private act of
immorality be converted into a
moral deed simply by making it
legal? Is the Christian who

supports this process actually
sanctioning a violation of
Christian principles rather than
participating in a charitable
process?

How can compassion mean
anything unless it comes from the
willing heart of an individual? If
a person is forced to commit an
act of kindness, how can he truly
be considered to have acted com-
passionately? For that matter,
doesn’t God’s great gift of free
will entail the right to say “No”
— the right to reject one’s
neighbor?

How can the conscience of an
individual be expected to devel-
op when decisions on whether to
love one’s neighbor or not are
made at the ballot box and as part
of the political process?

Modern-day political cam-
paigns provide politicians with
the opportunity to garner votes
by being charitable with the tax
monies that have been forcibly
extracted from the citizenry. Why
not separate compassion and the
state and restore moral decision-
making to individuals?

Mr. Hornberger is president of
The Future of Freedom Foundation,
publisher of Your Money or Your
Life: Why We Must Abolish the
Income Tax by Sheldon Richman.
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recently tried an experiment

with 12 non-Libertarians at

my workplace. I handed each

of them a copy of the phrase,
“We challenge the cult of the om-
nipotent state and defend the
rights of the individual” and
asked them what it meant to
them.

Most of them looked bewil-
dered at first. Only four of the 12
were able to give a reasonable
explanation of the phrase.

Most of the others struggled
with an interpretation but admit-
ted they weren’t sure or that all
or some part didn’t make sense to
them.

The phrase was described as
“ambiguous,” “confusing,” “over
my head,” “needing clarification,”
and even “extremist” and “fright-
ening.” One person even said,
“Why are you doing this to me?”

As most of you will recognize,
this phrase is adapted from the

opening sentence of the Libertar-
inn Party Platform’s Statement of

Principles, which reads: “We, the
members of the Libertarian Party,

» «

challenge the
cult of the om-
nipotent state
and defend
the rights of
the indi-
vidual.”

For the
past few
years, a huge
majority of LP
members
have wanted
to replace this
phrase with something that com-
municates better, but because it
takes a seven-eighths majority of
registered convention delegates to
make a change in the Statement
of Principles, no replacement
wording has passed.

By Tom
Regnier

esecssscecsccccccscssscse

Hold on?
Why would a minority still
want to hold on to this phrase?
Certainly, it is a stirring

battle cry to many. It gets them
fired up and reminds them of our
enemy — the state which thinks

that it can solve all problems. At

the time our party was formed,
faith in big government was so
pervasive among the rest of soci-
ety that it may have seemed natu-
ral to define ourselves in terms of
what we were against rather than
what we were for.

But if we are to be a party
that reaches out to the public at
large, rather than a tiny band of
dissidents sitting on the sidelines
and complaining among our-
selves, we must consider the ef-
fect that our words have on the
people we want to reach.

I therefore encourage anyone
who supports the “cult” wording
to try an experiment (6n non-Lib-
ertarians only, please!) similar to
the one I did. Though the number
of participants in my informal
survey was not enough to qualify
it as a scientific study, I think that
if you try it for yourselves, many
of you will start to understand the
problem.

The “cult of the omnipotent

state” phrase sits atop our State-
ment of Principles in our Plat-

form. Our Platform is no longer

just an internal document that
only party insiders read. Today, it
can be found on our website and
may be the first thing that many
people look at when they are try-
ing to find out what the LP stands
for.

Imagine their frustration
when one of the first phrases they
meet is something that puzzles or
mystifies them.

While the phrase surely de-
serves some reference (and rever-
ence) within the party’s literature,
I think its current placement is
not the most appropriate for it.

Undeniable rights

When I was on the Platform
Committee in 1998, I proposed the
following first paragraph for the
Statement of Principles: “We, the
members of the Libertarian Party,
believe that all people have cer-
tain undeniable rights and that
among these are the rights to life,
liberty, property, and the pursuit

of happiness. We champion the
rights of the individual and hold

that the sole purpose of govern-

ment is to safeguard those rights.”

This wording, which empha- .
sizes what we are for rather than
what we are against, received
overwhelming delegate support
but fell just short of the seven-
eighths majority needed to pass
at the convention.

To be fair, I tried out my pro-
posed wording on the same people
I surveyed on the “cult” wording.
All 12 were able to explain it.
Some said it evoked the founding
fathers and reminded them that
we are supposed to have a consti-
tutional government.

They said it was “more under-
standable,” “friendlier,” “more
specific,” and “easier to identify
with” than the “cult” wording.
Nine agreed with my statement
while only three agreed with the
“cult” wording.

All 12 said they preferred my
wording to the “cult” wording. (By
the way, I did not tell them I wrote
it before I asked them what they
thought of it.)

I intend to propose a change
to the Statement of Principles
again at this year’s convention,
and I am open to your comments.
If you can improve on my word-
ing or if you have a completely
different suggestion, please
e-mail me at: TRegnier@aol.com.

B About the author: Tom
Regnier is a former Vice Chair of
the Libertarian Party of Florida
and a member of the 2000 Na-
tional Platform Committee.

Microsoft: A threat to camtallsm or Justice run amuck?

The Microsoft antitrust suit: An attack on
America’s premier developer of software . . .

he paragons of legal and-

ethical virtue in the Clinton

Justice Department are

now in federal court, seek-
ing Draconian antitrust penalties
against Microsoft, history’s pre-
mier developer and producer of
computer software.

“Despite an intensely competi-
tive market marked by falling
prices and prodigious innovation,
the government continues to al-
lege that Microsoft has a mo-
nopoly position in the software
market — and has used that po-
sition to stifle its competition to
the detriment of consumers.

It is interesting to note that
the presiding judge in the Micro-
soft litigation, a liberal Republi-
can assigned to the case by the
Democratic Chief Judge of the
United States District Court for
the District of Columbia, has a
track record of unbridled hostil-
ity to Microsoft and a track record
of being reversed on appeal in an-
titrust cases.

But although the factual con-
ditions of the software market
make the government’s case
against Microsoft abysmally weak
and unconvincing, there are male-
factors in our society — unmiti-
gated monopolists all — whose

predatory and
anticompet-
itive practices
are undeni-
able. By sup-
pressing competition, driv-
ing up prices, and limiting
consumer choice, these mo-
nopolists have the power
to manipulate and control
markets to a degree Bill
Gates could never hope to
achieve in his wildest dreams.

By Gregy
Holmes
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Ruthless

Of course these monopolists
are the federal, state, and local
governments, each of which has
established and ruthlessly en-
forces total or near total monopo-
lies in diverse fields of endeavor
from the delivery of First Class
mail to the practice of medicine,
from the taxicab business to gar-
bage collection, insurance to
banking, from the education of
children to the practice of law,
selling real estate to cutting hair.

In each of these arenas, gov-
ernments jealously guard their
raw power to decide who may
compete and even whether com-
petition will be permitted at all.
For unlike any private business
arrangement, these monopolies

are kept
in place through government’s
unique power to use “lawful” force
to fine, imprison, or even kill any
violator of its monopolies who is
sufficiently insistent about it.
Absent force or fraud in a free
market, we Libertarians tend to
regard as immoral any govern-
ment interference with the right
of individuals to dispose of their
private property as they see fit.
This is because we have
learned through experience that
free societies are inherently more
benign and more economically ef-
ficient than unfree societies or
even partly free societies.This
principle of liberty shapes our at-
titude toward Microsoft and every
other business enterprise.
See PRO-MICROSOFT Page 33

ibertarians have two reasons
for resenting government in-
trusion in the marketplace.
First, we like our freedom
and we don’t like people telling us
what to do. Second, we like open
competition and consumer choice
and we don’t like to see impedi-
ments to innovation and value
creation.

But what happens when
these objectives conflict? What
becomes more important? There
are instances in which an unre-
strained free market will lead to
severely curtailed competition
and consumer choice. And con-
versely, there are instances in
which government action can
make the market more efficient in
providing value to consumers and
investors.

Examples of the heavy hand
of government acting to success-
fully encourage or invigorate the
market are easy to find. Take the
patent system. The U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office grants ex-
clusive rights and ownership to
the developers of intellectual
property. Inventors and innova-
tors can then expect huge poten-
tial profits from their hard work
and research dollars.

But without such governmen-

Or an effort to give the free market's
“invisible hand” a helping hand?

tal controls
there would be
much less in-

centive to de- cal‘lns Ayala
e S
to new technologies since anyone
else would then be free to appro-
priate the inventions without hav-
ing taken any risks. Patents thus
encourage technological innova-
tion, and both consumers and sup-
pliers benefit enormously from
this Constitutionally mandated
government handout.

By José &

Limit choice

The government also helps
preserve open competition and
innovation with its antitrust laws.
An unregulated free market tends
to breed monopolies, and monopo-
lies tend to exploit their market
positions by inflating prices, le-
veraging in other products, sti-
fling competition, and other
predatory and unfair practices
that ultimately limit consumer
value and choice.

The Federal Trade Commis-
sion, acting under the authority
of Congressional acts that date
back to the late 1800s, investi-
gates and prosecutes firms that
abuse their monopoly positions, as

See ANTI-MICROSOFT Page 33



wo days after federal offic-
ers executed an armed pre-
dawn raid to seize the
Cuban child from the Miami
home where he had been staying,
I had occasion to speak with an
East European refugee from
WWII. His name is “Hans.”

I asked him what reaction he
had to the raid. In response, he
related to me the following story.
It is a riveting first-hand account
of the nature of tyranny.

Hans was a child in Moldavia

. until the Red Army came early
in the war to take over half his
country. The other half was given
to Romania under a Soviet/Nazi
power-sharing agreement.

Hans and his family were de-
ported by the Soviets to Yugosla-
via for a while. They lost all their
land, their house, and their farm
animals. It had been their family
home for more than 125 years.
They lost it all.

Next, they were shipped to
Austria, where they spent months
trying to convince government
authorities they weren’t Jewish,
as their family name is spelled the
same as a common Jewish name.

Luckily for little Hans, they
were successful. Finally, the Aus-
trians herded them off to Poland,
where they were sent to live on
bombed-out abandoned farms.
The authorities told them to farm,
“or else.”

One day, while Hans and his
family were living there, a young
Jewish family appeared, and

asked if they
could rent one

By Douglas
of the aban- =
doned farm- Ha""lgan
B s
family told them “go ahead” (but
never did charge them any rent).

Each morning, Hans and the
other children in the area, includ-
ing the Jewish family’s daughter,
would walk to school . . . until one
day a few months later, when she
didn’t come out of the house when
it was time to leave for school.
That evening, they entered the
home to find the entire family and
their clothing were gone.

The Gestapo

A few days later, the Gestapo
came. They had questions for his
family.

“Did you know they were
Jews?” the Gestapo asked. “Did
you let them live there in order to
hide them from us?”

“We had no idea they were
Jewish!” Hans’s parents told the
Gestapo. But they had known
very well who they were helping

. and the risk it entailed.

The Gestapo could prove
nothing, so they gave up hassling
them for the moment.

Some months later, Hans and
some friends were snooping about
the house while his father was off
to the market. They discovered
the shotgun his father had care-
fully hidden in the attic of the old
farmhouse.

So, naturally, they took the

gun out, put up a make-shift
target, and started to blast away
afan.

It wasn’t long before the Ge-
stapo arrived. His father was
carted away at gunpoint by the
Nazi goons, his shotgun confis-
cated. He was later released, but
for the duration of the war, his
family was on the “list.”

“The list?” I wondered.

Then I remembered the scene
at the end of the movie Casa-
blanca, where Humphrey Bogart’s
character, Rick, kills the Nazi
Major at the airport. As the po-
lice arrive to find the dead Ger-
man officer, the Prefect of Police,
whose political as well as personal
loyalties were (until that moment)
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"Don't you understand? This is how it starts!"

“Hans” survived the Red Army and Hitler.
Why did the seizure of Elian affect him so?

severely in doubt, sternly an-
nounces: “Major Strasser has
been shot! /dramatic pause . . . |
Round up the usual suspects!”

Hans and his family were
now on the list of “usual suspects”
— and whenever there was
“trouble,” they were immediately
suspected, rounded up, and inter-
rogated by the Nazi authorities,
until the war ended.

Land of the free

After the war, Hans emi-
grated to America to make a fresh
start, in “the land of the free, and
home of the brave.”

Then, one Sunday, Hans saw
the photo on the front page of the
newspaper of Janet Reno’s hand-

picked stormtrooper with an au-
tomatic weapon pointed at an
unarmed man holding a small
child in Miami. His reaction was
predictable.

It was a reaction by a man
who knows all too well what it’s
like to have troops of tyrants
pointing guns at him.

Hans asked incredulously, in
his faint Eastern European ac-
cent, “Don’t you understand? This
is how it starts!”

This is a true story. I spoke
to this man about an hour ago.

Don’t we understand?

B About the author: Douglas
Harrigan is a past State Chair of
the LP of New Hampshire.

Pro-Microsoft

Continued from Page 32

There are certainly those —
mostly his competitors, plus some
politicians and antitrust bureau-
crats — who strongly dislike Bill
Gates. Technology consumers, on
the other hand, overwhelmingly
view Microsoft and Gates with

unqualified approval, as demon-
strated by virtually every poll and
survey and more dec1swely, by the
outcome of the everyday struggle
in the software market.

The most cursory examina-
tion of the case against Microsoft
reveals that the Clinton
Administration’s position lacks
any serious factual or legal merit.

But true or false, all the alle-

level.

gations against Bill Gates and
Microsoft pale by comparison with
the routine anticompetitive ac-
tions of governments at every
In other words, whatever
you may think of him, Bill Gates
cannot put anybody in jail!

B About the author: Greg
Holmes is a Libertarian Party
member in Spangle, Washington.

Anti-Microsoft

Continued from Page 32

we saw a decade and a half ago
with AT&T and are currently see-
ing with Microsoft.

LP News subscribers have
read vigorous defenses of Micro-
soft, and vigorous criticisms of
what are widely held to be the lib-

erty- and free market-crushing
practices of our government.

But the end result of govern-
ment intervention in the Micro-
soft case, and in the instances
described above, is a better-func-
tioning economy. The preserva-
tion of competition, innovation,
value and choice is more impor-
tant than a strictly free market.

All future Libertarian policy-

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

makers and elected officials will
be faced with these kinds of
choices. Equally committed Lib-
ertarians may disagree on what
to do when a free market and an
effective market don’t always go
hand in hand.

B About the authors: Jose and
Carlos Ayala are entrepreneurs
living in San Francisco.
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What the party's staff
tioes (and doesn't do)

ho’s going to be the party’s candidate for president in

2000? Why don’t you recruit Clint Eastwood to run?

Why don’t you change the Platform’s position on [fill

in the blank]? Those are some of the questions I get
asked in letters, in phone calls, and in person at state conven-
tions. However, they’re questions I can’t answer.

The headquarters staff here in Washington, DC doesn’t
recruit presidential candidates. Or decide whom to nominate.
Nor do we determine what our Platform says.

Individual Libertarian members like you are the ones who
convince people to run for president, through your encourage-
ment and support. And if you attend our National Convention
as a delegate, you’ll decide whom to nominate for president.
You’ll decide whether or not to change our platform.

The job of the HQ staff is to advance the mission of the
Libertarian Party, and to support the efforts of our members,
volunteers, candidates, and state and local party organizations.

It’s our job to ensure ballot access in every state.

It’s our job to help our state parties recruit candidates, to
take full advantage of that hard-won ballot access.

It’s our job to help our state parties develop into effective,
successful, professional political organizations. For example,
the Unified Membership Program provides a solid base of fi-
nancial support for the 44 states that participate. We handle
the administrative burdens of membership renewal, enabling

them to focus their Volunteer resources on political activity.

It’s our job tc rmation about what works with

other leeltanans by offermg workshops like Success 2000,
distributing materials like our campaigning handbook, and
publishing the Libertarian Volunteer for our activists.

It’s our job to raise the public profile of the LP through
press releases, media interviews, advertising, and projects
such as our campaign against the Census and last year’s cam-
paign against the FDIC’s Know Your Customer regulation.

This is an area where we've achieved significant success.
Over the past seven years, we've gone from bookmg one media
interview per month to more than 50 a
month — including TV appearances on
CNN, Fox News, and MSNBC.

It’s our job to promptly respond to
inquiries with a professional information
package, and to use our media opportuni-
ties and advertising to generate addi-
tional inquiries. We forward those inquir-
les on a daily basis to our state parties, so
they can immediately follow-up with in-
formation about state and local activities.

It’s our job to build membership—
our network of supporters and contribu-
tors. Increased membership makes it pos-
sible to achieve goals that would be out
of reach for a smaller organization. With
more members, more local communities reach critical mass
and are able to organize and sustain local party organizations.
And our state parties are able to achieve more ambitious goals.

For example, 11 of our state parties now have paid staff —
someone working full-time to organize new local parties, re-
cruit candidates, and generate media. And, virtually all of this
has occurred since the last presidential election.

Last, it’s our job to keep you informed about every-
thing going on in the Libertarian Party — at the national,
state, and local levels — by producing an interesting and infor-
mative monthly newspaper: LP News. You have in your hands
the first 40-page issue the party has ever produced — and
there was even more news that we simply couldn’t fit in!

(And, of course, it’s also the job of LP News to share, via
letters to the editor, advertising, and commentary, the opinions
of Libertarians who disagree with what we do and how we do it.)

At our Convention, our delegates will determine the future
of America’s only true third party. I hope you’ll be there. And,
whatever the Convention decides, the national office staff will be
back at work the next day, working with you to promote liberty.

From the entire staff at the national office — thank you!
We appreciate everything you do to make this a freer country.

> share in

By Steve
Dashach

Lr Nalior_:al Director

streams, wildlife, wilderness:
Liberty's surprising triumph

EDITOR’S NOTE: How can Lib-
ertarianism solve America’s
problems? Each issue, LP News
will showcase how “Libertarian
Solutions” — or interim stepsin
a libertarian direction—can
help improve our nation.

By Peter Orvetti
LP NEWS ASSOCIATE EDITOR

n June and July, as the sum-

mer sun warms the nation’s

forests and mountains, many

American families load up
their trunks with sleeping bags
and a tent, grab their hiking boots
out of the dark corners of the
closet, gas up, and head out to
America’s bounteous national
parks.

The family camping trip is a
time-honored tradition in the
United States. But what will be-
come of it when Libertarians come
to power, and privatize the parks?
If we cut the State down to size,
will we be cutting down all the
trees, too?

In other words, can private
interests be trusted to maintain
America’s parkland — or will they
“pave paradise and put up a park-
ing lot,” as Joni Mitchell sang?

Naturalists who have studied
both private and government land
preservation have reached a sur-
prising conclusion: The “Disney-
like” parks feared by many nature
lovers — clogged with paved roads
and myriad concession stands —
are much more common in gov-
ernment-run parks than on un-
touched land held by private in-
terests.

Collette Ridgeway of the In-
stitute for Humane Studies at
George Mason University wrote
in “Privately Protected Places”
that “free markets and private
property rights . . . lead to more
efficient and more permanent so-
lutions to the many environmen-
tal problems facing the world to-
day” than “eco-statist” govern-
ment protection.

Protect the land ;

Why? Because government
and private groups have different
priorities. While government
parks cater to tourists exclusively,
citizens’ groups often band to-
gether to protect the land where
they live.

This creates the contrast
Ridgeway discovered between
Maine’s Acadia National Park,
full of “roads, cars, countless
people, and accompanying devel-
opment,” and the Maine Coast
Heritage Trust, only miles away,
where citizens bought coastal
land to protect it from condo-
minium development.

“Gathering funding and sup-
port, [residents] founded the
Trust to purchase and protect
what they could of Maine’s re-

maining undeveloped rocky
coast,” wrote Ridgeway. “What
began as a plan to protect the his-
torical and environmental trea-
sures of a small community now
protects thousands of acres of
pristine islands and coastal prop-
erty all along Maine’s Atlantic
shore.”

Ridgeway notes that private
interests are usually portrayed as
greedy companies out to rape the
land for a quick buck. But often,
“private interests” are concerned
citizens like the folks in Maine.

Another example is the pri-
vately maintained 2,000-acre

QUESTION:
Can individuals,

groups, & private
companies be
trusted to preserve
the wilderness?

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in
Pennsylvania, “one of the best
birding locations in the world.”
Conservationists bought the land
in 1934 to protect birds from hunt-
ers, and a private trust still cares
for it today.

So we may be able to trust
citizens. But what about those
greedy companies? Well, they’re

Libertarian
Online Guide

Libertarian Party:
http://www.LP.org/

Libertarian Party News:
http://www.LP.org/lpn/

interested in land protection, too;
destroying their land destroys
their long-term prospects.

For example, Ridgeway notes
that some of the best parkland in
Maine is maintained by North
Maine Woods, Inc., a consortium
of two dozen companies, mostly
paper manufacturers. They turn
a profit by permitting camping
and hiking — on paths much less
developed than those at nearby
Acadia.

In Georgia, the International
Paper Company is even protect-
ing wildlife.

“IP employs wildlife special-
ists to oversee wildlife and recre-
ation on its lands, where research
is carried out to develop forest
management practices that en-
hance wildlife populations as well
as profits,” wrote Terry L. Ander-
son and Donald R. Leal of the
Montana-based Political Economy
Research Center in “Inside Our
Outdoor Policy.”

“White-tailed deer, turkeys,
rabbits, bobwhite quail, mourning
doves, and other species are be-
ginning to reap the benefits of new
management techniques. Habitat
is improved by controlled burning, .
buffer zones along streams, and
tree-cutting practices that leave
wildlife cover and plenty of for-

»

age.

Out of business?

So private concerns can re-
sponsibly manage and maintain
wilderness areas. But why get the
government out of the business?
Isn’t it doing a good job, too?

In many ways, yes. America’s
national park system is the envy
of the world.

But it has its flaws, too.

“Public ownership does not
always preserve environmental
values,” wrote Anderson and Leal.
“[Government employees] may
have a formal obligation to pro-
tect park resources, but they have
no personal stake; their wealth is
not diminished when trees are
destroyed.”

And, as any government op-
eration, environmental regula-
tions can become dogma — and
actually hurt the land they were
designed to protect.

One example: For years, the
government tried to stop New
Mexico rancher Sid Goodloe from
using “controlled burning” to re-
move excess brush from his land,
even though his process brought
long-dead streams back to life
when “water-hungry” brush was
removed, according to Ridgeway.
Even trout have returned to the
formerly dried-up streams.

Contrast that with the 1994
fire on Park Service land adjacent
to Goodloe’s property: “Years: of
governmental fire suppression
had allowed an unnatural buildup

See WILDERNESS Page 38
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M Indoctrination?

In the May LP News, the LP
announced it had signed on to
support the various state-level
Religious Freedom Restoration
Acts. These acts would permit
government money, extorted from
the tax victims of this country,
to be sent to religious-based insti-
tutions.

These acts would permit the
imposition of majoritarian reli-
gious indoctrination in govern-
ment schools by allowing the post-
ing of religious texts in the schools
at tax-victim expense. What they
are seeking is the ability to post
one of the various versions of the
Ten Commandments in schools.

These acts would permit
the use of government facilities,
such as school loudspeaker sys-
tems, and common class time, for
public prayer, if the majority
wanted it.

These are all anti-Libertarian
proposals. I believe that this move
by the LP was poorly considered
and is ill-advised. I request that
the LP cease to support these at-
tempts at religious majoritarian
tyranny.

— TOM WRIGHT
Oakland, New Jersey

Il Praise for RFRA

Regarding the LP’s endorse-
ment of Religious Freedom Res-
toration Acts: Great!

This story should be sent “for
immediate release” to every
Christian news publication in
America.

— GRANT KUHNS
Carlsbad, California

M Free to discriminate

As a long-time Libertarian
Party member and former state
chair, I wish to express concern

about the party’s recent an-
nouncement of support for so-
called Religious Freedom Resto-
ration Acts at the state level.

I fear you have been misin-
formed. These laws are not de-

signed to protect religious Ameri-
cans from government harass-
ment. They are designed to allow
religious extremists to harass and
discriminate against others.

One such law, just passed by
the Idaho legislature and signed
by the governor, creates a broad
exemption to all state and local

THE R.FR.A.:
“The intent of this
law was to create

a religious right
to discriminate.”

statutes for any religiously moti-
vated act. This includes laws
against housing discrimination,
employment discrimination, child
abuse, and hate crimes, or any
rights protected by statute but not
by state or federal constitutions.
Legislators have openly acknowl-
edged that the intent of this law
is to create a special religious
right to discriminate.

I also feel that this is an un-
warranted intrusion by the na-
tional party into state affairs. The
decision whether to oppose or sup-
port state legislation should rest
with state LP organizations.

In the meantime, I encourage
you to meet with religious and
civil rights groups that oppose

such legislation, such as the
ACLU, Americans United for the
Separation of Church and State,
or the Interfaith Alliance so you
can hear different perspectives.
— CHRIS STRUBLE

Boise, Idaho

W Charity drive

At this year’s tax protest, I
had an idea for a sign: “Replace
Taxes with Charity and User
Fees.”

I think this answers people
who say that the poor would
starve or we would be defenseless
if taxation were ended. Also, it
could mean a gradual replace-
ment instead of a sudden end of
taxation, which seems to scare
most people.

— KELLY RUSSELL SIMPSON
San Francisco, California

M Turning the tables

Aggravated by sales people
calling you? Why not turn it into
a positive experience?

You answer the phone and
they immediately begin with their
sales pitch. As soon as there is a
slight break in the presentation,
ask them, “Have you heard of the
Libertarian Party? Therec are over
200,000 registered Libertarians
working to reduce the size of the
federal government, restore your
constitutional rights and reduce
your taxes.

“Would you like more infor-
mation on the Libertarian Party?”

If they say no, immediately
answer, “l appreciate your call,
please consider the Libertarian
Party in the next election.” (Then
hang up without giving them a
chance to respond.)

If they say yes, take their
name and address and send them

See THE MAILBOX Page 36

Our favorite issue: Liherty

sk Libertarians what their favorite political issue
is, and you shouldn’t be surprised when they
respond: “Liberty.”

And that was the most popular answer to this
month’s unscientific Pulse question: Which one issue do
you think the Libertarian Party’s 218 U.S. House candi-
dates should focus on as they campaign this year?

In all, 17.9% of LP News readers said the broad category
of “defending Liberty” or advocating “Constitutional
government” was the single best issue for Libertarians.

In second place, with 14.3% of the vote, were the twin
topics of dramatically reducing (or repealing) taxes and
abolishing the Internal Revenue Service.

Coming in third, with the support of 10.7% of respon-
dents, was “Drug Peace” — repealing Drug Prohibition
and ending the War on Drugs.

In fourth place, with 7.1%, was the theme of opposition
to Big Government: Exposing its true nature or radically
reducing its power over the lives of ordinary Americans.

An additional 7.1% of respondents argued that LP
candidates should not focus on one issue. Instead, they
said, each candidate should find his or her own message.

Here is a representative sample of the responses:

B Focus on taxes, and how with less of them people
would be more empowered, and also the War on Drugs,
which causes more problems than it solves.

— KENNETH HOCKETT, Twain Harte, California

M Take a pass on the drug problem and concentrate
on the tax issue. This is a winning issue; drugs are not.
— EUGENE SIGILLITO, Mahwah, New Jersey

B Economic woes are caused by Big Government.
Civil liberties are violated by Big Government. The Drug
War is run by Big Government. Big Government is al-
ways our issue.

— JAY MCINTYRE, Colmar, Pennsylvania

B Our candidates should carry the message that
America has a choice to make between statism and lib-
erty. Only the Libertarian Party will stand fast against
totalitarianism.

— JASON C. MILLER, Hudsonville, Michigan

B Smaller, less-expensive government. Such a single
theme would allow a candidate to explain many concrete
positions of a Libertarian campaign.

— KEN BISSON, Angola, Indiana

B I would like to hear the words “uphold the Consti-
tution” in every speech made by our candidates.
— BRIDGET RUTTY, Tully, New York

B It would be a mistake for LP candidates to focus
upon any single issue, which could lead to being
misidentified as a single issue party.

— BRIEN KROEGER, Brooklyn, Connecticut

B LP candidates should focus on the stadium subsidy
racket. Corporate welfare schemes lend themselves to a
slam-dunk Libertarian analysis to which people across
the political spectrum should prove receptive.

— TONY PIVETTA, Royal Oak, Michigan

B Campaign forum reform, such as ballot and debate
access. The entrenched Demoblicans use muscle to stifle
competition. It’s up to the Libertarian Party to expose
the public choice fraud.

— MIKE BOERSTE, North Augusta, South Carolina

B Education. If we don’t stop the government-run
public schools from churning out illiterate but propa-
gandized politically correct statists, there will be no
hope for future generations.

— CASSANDRA D. HOCUTT, Atlanta, Georgia

See THE PULSE Page 36
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B Repeal drug prohibition and abolish the IRS.
These can happen together, but neither can occur alone.
The income tax pays for Prohibition. Prohibition justi-
fies the need for taxes. And so the wheel goes ’round.
— RICHARD TRACY, New Orleans, Louisiana

B Drugs. Few things are as intrusive as the govern-
ment telling us what we can put in our own bodies.
— PAUL L. STUDIER, Lake Forest, California

M Individual freedom and responsibility, and the
application of freedom’s principles to any political issue.
— CHARLES A. STUPPY, Albuquerque, New Mexico

B The principle that government’s only rightful rea-
son for existence is to protect the rights of citizens.
— PHIL UNDERWOOD, Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania

H “No pray, no pay.” Tell religious Americans that if
you don’t like a school’s prayer policies, you shouldn’t
be taxed for that school.

— ANDREW LOHR, Lookout Mountain, Georgia

B Focus on the costs of the “freebies” their oppo-
nents brag about bringing to their district. The voters
pay for every one of these programs, but this fact is
never mentioned by their opponents.

— MILTON VERSTANDIG, New York, New York

B We need to get lawyers who bring class action
suits and lose to pay the legal fees of the defendants.
— KURT OWENS, Arroyo City, Texas

August Question: The “Pledge’”?

t’s only 23 words long — but it has generated enor

mous controversy within the Libertarian Party. It’s

the party’s “membership statement” (sometimes called

“The Pledge”) which new members must sign to offi-
cially join the party. It reads: “I certify that I do not be-
lieve in or advocate the intiation of force as a means of
achieving political or social goals.”

The oft-debated issue: Should the party require a
signed statement for membership? Some Libertarians
say yes: It articulates the party’s “non-iniation of force”
philosophy, and sets us apart from any libertarian-sounding
lunatics who may use violence. Other LP members disagree:"
Other parties don’t require a signature for membership,
they say, and, since many people find it somewhat odd, it
may stunt membership growth.

B QUESTION: Should the Libertarian Party drop its
mandatory membership statement? Why or why not?
(Please limit answers to no more than 100 words.)

B DEADLINE: July 5, 2000

July Question: Too doctrinaire?

n an interview at FreedomChannel.com on March 28,
third-party expert J. David Gillespie (the author of
Politics at the Periphery: Third Parties in Two-Party
America), said the Libertarian Party ought to be able
to “resonate” more with voters — but is held back by its
“reputation of being a party that is doctrinaire.”

“What happens,” he argued, “is that if you appeal to
people on a doctrinal level, you appeal to people who
agree with half of your position — but not the other half.”

Do you agree? Does the Libertarian Party adhere too
rigidly to its philosophy in a “doctrinaire” way — and
suffer because of it? Or does the party’s staunch commit-
ment to Libertarian principles work to its advantage?

B QUESTION: Is the LP too doctrinaire? Why or why
not? (Limit answers to no more than 100 words.)

B DEADLINE: June 5, 2000

ENTRY GUIDELINES: Include name and city/state; anony-
mous answers won’t be tallied. Enter just once per month.
B E-mail: Bill. Winter@hq.LP.org. (Please include “Pulse”
in subject line.)

B Fax: (202) 333-0072 (Attn: The Pulse).

B Mail: Libertarian Party, Attn: LP News/The Pulse, 2600
Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20037

Continued from Page 35
literature or forward their name
and address to the LP headquar-
ters, so they can send membership
information.
Give it a try, you'll like it.

— TIM NORTON

Cobden, Illinois

M Race has no place

Shame on LP News for print-
ing an unsigned, euphemistically
racist essay [“The Ant and the
Grasshopper,” The Forum, April
2000]. There must be plenty of
good arguments against welfare,
public housing, and government
assistance in general, without re-
sorting to racism.

We are all ants, and we are
all grasshoppers. Better yet, let’s
get rid of the allegories and ad-
mit we are all citizens of the
United States of America. Citi-
zens of African ancestry have very
good and real reasons to suspect
racism in everything American.

It is time for non-socialist
Americans of European ancestry
to seek atonement and justice be-
cause we know any time an Afri-
can-American citizen complains,
it is met with “here they go again”

indifference.
— CHRISTIAN HENDRICKS
Metairie, Louisiana

M You have no right

“What America needs: A bill
of no rights” by Lewis Napper
[The Forum, April 2000] was won-
derful and should be widely dis-
seminated. It was billed as “On
the Lighter Side of Politics,” but
unfortunately it points out, all too
well, the attitudes of a large part

*of our population.

I think there is one “No
Right” missing. It is: You do not
have the right to force other
people to live the way you want
even if it is for their perceived own
good. You do not have the right to
force them to pray (or not), to
smoke, drink or drug (or not), to
abort (or not).

Everyone should be allowed
to go to Hell in their own way.
— LARRY MITCHLER

Fall River Mills, California

M Don't forget Hedbor

In the May LP News, you re-
ported that “[John Featherman]
became the only Congressional
candidate in the history of the LP
to gain the endorsement of a ma-
jor daily newspaper,” the Phila-
delphia Inquirer.

In the mid-1980s, Jim
Hedbor got the endorsement of
the Burlington, Vermont, major
daily paper for his race for U.S.
Congress for the LP.

— SCOTT LIEBERMAN
San Jose, California

M The time is now

This is really sad. The Orange
County Register ran an article
about how Ralph Nader is start-
ing to pose a threat to Al Gore by

pulling 5% of the vote in the West.
Then there was also the daily Re-
form Party update, but as usual,
no mention of a Libertarian presi-
dential candidate.

Whoever our presidential
candidate turns out to be, they
need to start making some noise
to avoid being rolled over by a
dope like Nader.

We cannot wait until August
to start making some waves!

— BOB VONDRUSKA
Laguna Hills, California

LIBERTARIANS
need to start

making noise to
avoid being rolled
over by Nader.

M Bearish on investment
Too often I find myself shak-

ing my head as I read articles like

the one titled “Retirement Dark

Ages” in the May 2000 LP News
[Talking Points], arguing for pri-
vatized retirement plans instead
of Social Security.

I would like to see Social Se-
curity go away, but we would be
more foolish to believe that pri-
vate investing will give us huge
returns over the long term. The
usual fallacy comes from thinking
that invested money somehow
grows by itself.

In fact, all investments fall on
the backs of our children eventu-
ally. Once we retire who will buy
our stocks, bonds, mortgages, and
car loans? Our children! And once
the majority of the Baby Boomers
retire, there will be fewer children
to buy these investments from
each retiree. A buyer’s market:
What will that do to the price of
our valuable stocks?

When we put money into So-
cial Security it becomes a 2% bond
that our children must repay.
Even if the stock market only con-
tinued to grow at an annual rate
of 10% (modest in recent years),
the cost of those stocks would be
exorbitant by the time we retire.
Our children could not and would
not buy them.

This brings me to the real
goal of retirement savings: Keep-
ing up with inflation. If I save
$100 today it should be worth
$100 when I retire. That’s not too
much to ask.

— GLENN BECKER
Alexandria, Virginia
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M The name game

I agree with Scott Jones and
Mirna A. Lowenstein [MailBox,
May 2000] that we should not
change our name.

If this was still 1980, and we
thought that, in the aftermath of
losing the monetary sources for
that presidential election, a name
change would help us, then per-
haps we should’ve done so.

But by all indications, this
will be the year we finally break
through. Indeed, with the Census
issue, we have partially done so.
Changing our name now will do
more harm than good.

— JAY MCINTYRE
Colmar, Pennsylvania

H Marketing education

In Peter Orvetti’s April ar-
ticle, “Taking the first step to-
wards educational freedom in
America” [Libertarian Solutions],
he quotes David Boaz of the Cato
Institute as saying: “The simplest
way would be to treat education
the way we treat other essential
services.”

Precisely! And that means the
free market. -

Most people do not want to
homeschool their children, and
thus send them, regardless of con-
ditions, to mainly public schools.
(90% of K-12 students attend pub-
lic schools.) But are private
schools the rational libertarian
alternative, as Orvetti suggests?
Private schools which beg for con-
tributions to finance their opera-
tion are definitely not examples
of free enterprise. (Businesses
don’t beg customers and others for
money in order to provide goods
or services.)

In the National Platform of
the Libertarian Party it states:
“We hold that all individuals have
the right to exercise sole domin-
ion over their own lives,” and that
property rights “are based on self-
ownership.”

Well, if we own our bodies we
certainly own our own minds, and
should be fully free to determine
what happens to our minds. And
how would this be accomplished?
By providing education just as
goods and services are provided in
a free society. By private, profit-
making, openly competing educa-
tion businesses that only offer
courses of instruction to willing,
paying customers. And the cus-
tomers should be judging the busi-
ness and the teaching, not the re-
verse as now exists!

Libertarians should be pro-
moting free enterprise for educa-
tion, not tax credits (legalized dis-
crimination) or vouchers (which
just further expand the combin-
ing of church and state).

— THOMAS L. JOHNSON
Fredericksburg, Virginia

M Private parties
I have been reading about the
Supreme Court case where the
Libertarian, Peace and Freedom,
Democratic and Republican par-
ties are arguing that states should
not have blanket primaries other
than registered party enrollees

[LP News, April 2000].
See THE MAILBOX Page 37
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[ agree that a party must
choose its own leaders based upon
their registered enrollees.

However, I also believe that
the parties having primaries
should pay for their own prima-
ries instead of using public funds
in a primary some of the public
does not participate in.

If the general public is not
included in the picking of candi-
dates, then the general public
should not have to pay for any-
thing except the general election
in November. Granted, the First
Amendment allows a private or-
ganization to choose its own mes-
sage. However, the private orga-
nization should pay for their own
message. I did not see this argu-
ment advanced, and it looks like
the Supreme Court may rule this
. way if it is considered a First
Amendment right.

I am a registered Libertarian
in New York State running for the
Assembly. I believe in the Liber-
tarian Party platform, but I al-
ways believe in the Constitution
first.

— BILL BOMBARD
Glens Falls, New York

Il Brute force busts in

The Elian Gonzalez events
illustrate a symptom: “We are fast
approaching the state of the ulti-
mate inversion: the stage where
the government is free to do any-
thing it pleases, while the citizens
may act only by permission; which
is the state of the darkest periods
of human history, the stage of rule
by brute force.” — Ayn Rand
— JACK GARDNER

Austin, Texas

M Persuading the poor

My guess is that upper- and
middle-class registered Libertar-
ians significantly outnumber
those just above or below the pov-
erty line. If this is true, we have a
tremendous opportunity to
change this situation during this
election year.

How? By sending out our best
speakers to address the disadvan-
taged on subjects that not only are
important to us as Libertarians,
but important to them because of
the great influence these issues
have on the standard of living of
the poor.

I speak, for example, of re-
quiring licenses for daycare cen-
ters, instead of allowing neighbor-
hood mothers to form cooperative
arrangements. I speak of requir-
ing licenses for taxi drivers, in-
stead of allowing individuals to

Concise Guide
to Economics

The Advocates
Laissez Faire Books
Amazon.com

offer transportation at whatever
price their migh borhoods can af-
ford. I speak of minimum wage
laws that kill on-the-job training
opportunities for high school drop-
outs.

I can hear the conclusions of
such talks right now: “What po-
litical party will deal with these
issues head-on? Seeking no favors
and granting no consideration to

special interest groups? Why, the

Libertarian Party, of course! If you

arenot a 1'0};‘1<lee!'t~d voter, take the

time to register — now! And vote
Libertarian on Election Day!
Make us strong, and we shall

make you strong!”
— DAVID GREEN
Sahuarita, Arizona

H Born criminals?
Apparently inspired by a re-
port that recently made head-
lines, Duane Grindstaff wrote in
The MailBox [April 2000] that
“the drop in crime is due to fewer
people growing up as unwanted

children. Unwanted children are

much more likely to
criminals!”
The

redi

grow up to be

=
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But

this crime

Wade. oiven that abortion is
homicide, a charge the Supreme
Court admitted in Roe it could not
disprove, and given the millions
of fetal homicides since Roe, crime
didn’t decrease because of Roe —
it skyrocketed.

Regardless of one’s views on
that, however,
ideas that fit with abortion as
“crime control,” ideas that are not
necessarily new. Many criminals

report attributes much of

notice the sort of

were wanted children — so why

hildren as pt«

not label all ¢

criminals, keep permanent track
of their behavior, and use drugs
to control those who don’t toe the
line?

Many LP members say the
LP platform’s support for legal

abortion is without foundation
and should go. Grindstaff used
“crime reduction” to argue for re-
taining it. I hope he will recon-
sider.

Regardless of our disagree-
ments over whether abortion is
homicide, we should not embrace

See THE MAILBOX Page 38

libertarian world?

The Advocates can help you! Here’s how.

f you want to make our world a freer place, the Advocates for Self-Government can help you do
it — with maximum efficiency. For 15 years we've brought libertarians the finest tools, techniques
and methods for persuading others to embrace libertarianism. Here are some examples:

* The Liberator Online: our FREE bi-weekly email newsletter features news, opinion, humor, and commu-
nication ideas by top libertarian communicators like Mary Ruwart and Michael Cloud. You can sign up at our Web
page www.self-gov.org — or call, write or email us. With over 35,000 readers in 80+ countries, this is the largest
libertarian email newsletter in the world. Find out why!

* The Essence of Political Persuasion: Thisacclaimed
3-tape audio course, created by communication guru Michael Cloud, will
teach you how to become a powerful and persuasive communicator of
libertarian ideas. Learn what works and what to avoid. Now you can get
it from us at the giveaway price of only $7.50, including First Class mail-
ing — less than our costs of production and shipping. This is the com-
munication bargain of the century! Libertarian Party Political Director
Ron Crickenberger says this Advocates offeris“ . .. the greatest gift the

LIBERTARIAN LEADERS
PRAISE THE ADVOCATES:

“The Advocates is a great organization
which I highly recommend. Along with the
LP, you're reaching people one-on-one
better than anyone else. You're tilling the
soll, sowing the seeds that other organiza-
tions in the libertarian movement are
reaping the benefits from.”

— Dave Nolan, Libertarian Party founder

/

“The Advocates is revolutionizing the
libertarian movement. [ encourage you to
be generous in your support.”

— David Bergland, Libertarian Party chair,
1984 LP presidential candidate,

Author, Libertarianism in One Lesson

* The World’s Smallest Polltlcal Qu1z The Advocates
_ Isthe creator and distributor of the world's most popular libertarian outreach

tool. The legendary little Quiz is an incredible eye-opener and mind-changer.
We have distributed over 4.5 million so far. Never be caught without a Quiz!

* Operation Politically Homeless (OPH):
Our famous ‘event in a kit" lets you discover dozens or even
hundreds of libertarians at fairs, political rallies, concerts, or
anywhere else people are gathered. OPH transforms an

OPERATION

PoLITIALY HW(CQSS : “The Advocates Web site is one of the best

| have ever seen.” — Harry Browne,
1996 LP presidential candidate

ordinary ho-hum outreach booth into an exciting attraction . “I like the Advocates and | wish you

o, ey
that draws crowds. And it's fun, too! Every libertarian ¥ success.” — U.S. Congressman Ron Paul
organization, every political campaign, needs at least one. BN

* Speech Kits: Become a great speaker for liberty! Our pre-written, audience tested Libertarian Speaker
Kits give you everything you need to put on a great speech at schools, service clubs, and elsewhere. Make your
next speech a smash success!

* Libertarian CllpS This is our newest email newsletter, Every day (or weekly if you prefer)
we bring you links to news items using the words “libertarian” or “libertarianism.” See what libertarians
are doing and what the media is saying about it. It's FREE — sign up at our Web page, or contact us.

* Our Web page: wwwself-gov.org is an essential resource for online libertarians. There's an interactive World's
Smallest Political Quiz, hundreds of articles on politics and communication, great links, an acclaimed libertarian FAQ, a
huge listing of libertarian celebrities and VIPs, a libertarian newsstand, and much much more. Thousands of libertar-
ians and not-yet-libertarians visit our site every day. Top reviewers give it their highest ratings. Visit and find out why.

* And More! we carry books, audio and video tapes, T-shirts and many other items to make your libertarian outreach far more
effective. You can browse and order at our online catalog: www.self-gov.org. Or you can order them from us via mail or phone.

www.self-gov.org x« 800-932-1776
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Protecting the wilderness:
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arguments that would have us
ignore unalienable rights because
of what some people might do in
the future.
— DORIS GORDON

Silver Spring, Maryland

H Roe and the Constitution

The right of women to get an
abortion will certainly become a
major campaign issue this sum-
mer as the presidential race heats
up. Liberals and conservatives
will both point to the Constitution
in defense of their position.

But the Roe v. Wade decision
was a reach. The Founders in-
tended to have a limited govern-
ment with all powers not ex-
pressly given to the federal gov-
ernment to remain the responsi-
bility of the several states. The
Constitution did not expressly
mention abortion as a right of the
people, and therefore a Constitu-
tional amendment is required in
order for the federal government
to assert its authority over the
states on this issue.

Nor does the federal govern-
ment have the right to make abor-
tion illegal. The Constitution pro-
vides for federal prosecution of
only three crimes: treason, coun-

terfeiting, and piracy. States, on
the other nand, do have the right

MORE

M July 23-28, 2000

Or call: (202) 218-4633.

E-mail: chair@la.lp.org.

International Society for Individual Liberty’s 20th
Annual World Conference, University of Western Ontario,
London (Ontario) Canada. Speakers include Barbara Branden
(author, The Passion of Ayn Rand); libertarian columnists
George Jonas and Karen Selick; Johannesburg (South Africa)
City Council member Frances Kendal
presidential candidate); James Lark III (advisor, Liberty Coali-
tion), and Nobel Peace Prize nominee Leon Louw. For information,
call: (800) 226-2405. E-Mail: info@libertyconferences.com. Or
visit: www.libertyconferences.com.

N July 29-August 4, 2000
Cato University, Rancho Bernardo Inn, San Diego, Califor-
nia. A week-long seminar covering history, economics, law, phi-
losophy, and foreign policy, sponsored by the Cato Institute.
Speakers include David Boaz (author, Libertarianism: A Primer),
Virginia Postrel (author, The Future and Its Enemies), Randy
Barnett (law professor, Boston University), Barbara Branden
(author, The Passion of Ayn Rand), Donald Boudreaux (president,
Foundation for Economic Education), Doug Bandow (Cato In-
stitute), and Deroy Murdock (Third Millennium). Registration
fees start at $1,100; some student scholarships available. For
information and registration, visit: www.cato-university.org.

M August 18-20, 2000

Louisiana LP Convention, Best Western Landmark Hotel,
Metairie. Speakers TBA. For information, call: (877) 457-7352.

B September 23, 2000

New Hampshire LP Convention, Center of New Hampshire
Holiday Inn, Manchester. Speakers include Paula Werme
(LPNH activist and attorney). For information, call: (800) 559-
5764. E-mail: liberty@bit-net.com.

to outlaw abortions, and yes, pros-
ecute women and their doctors for
first-degree murder.
— JACK MCMILLAN

Columbia, Tennessee

M Body rights

In response to the letters of
Jason Willency and Robert
Maynard in The MailBox, March
2000, neither gentleman has a
clue.

Each woman has control over
her own body. Whether she
chooses to allow a growth, which
may or may not become an inde-
pendent human being, to deplete
her natural resources while she
carries it to term is her own deci-
sion. Whether she allows the
other provider of the DNA of the
potential human to take part in
the decision, or her parents, or her
doctor, or her religious advisor, or
the government, or anyone else is
up to her.

No one can force her to carry
that growth to term. No one can
force her to have an abortion. Ifit
is determined that the growth is
a child, and she kills it, she faces
legal penalties.

It should be legal for growths
to be transplanted into women
willing to carry them to term. It
should be legal to transplant them

invo artificial wombs. It should be

I; John Hospers (1972 LP

legal for people to adopt a poten-
tial human being by paying for the
care of the woman through birth.
The risk would belong to those
who sincerely believe that a fer-
tilized egg is a child. The child
would then belong to the people
whose resources enabled it to
come into the world.

— LORINDA KASTEN-LOWERRE

Garden Grove, California

H The value of life

I have to take exception to
Dean Wahls’s letter in the Febru-
ary MailBox. I don’t believe in-
abortion. How dare I call myself
a Libertarian? I call myself a Lib-
ertarian because a Libertarian
believes in personal responsibil-
ity. What can be more irrespon-
sible than having unprotected sex
if you don’t want to deal with the
consequences?

I call myself a Libertarian
because I signed an oath against
the initiation of force. What is
more forceful or violent than an
abortion? Pro-abortionists use
terms like “embryo,” “fetus,” or
“organism” to dehumanize what
is in my opinion a human being.

I am not a very religious per-
son so my belief does not stem
from a religious view, but rather
from a personal conviction that
life begins at conception.

Maybe the one thing that
makes me even more Libertarian
is that I don’t believe the federal
government should have any say

in the abortion matter.
— LINDA SOUBA

Ortonville, Minnesota

M Defend the environment

Libertarianism and environ-
mentalism are not incompatible.
I believe one appropriate function
of government is to provide true
“public” goods, like national de-
fense. A clean environment falls
into this category. It meets the
economic definition of a public
good: non-rival and non-exclud-
able (the use of it by one person
does not decrease the amount
available for another, and provid-
ing it to one implies providing it
for all).

Perhaps in a world of perfect
information there would be no
need for environmental regula-
tion. Consumers would know how
every good is produced and make
purchasing decisions accordingly.
But how would consumers know
whether, for example, a firm is
disposing of waste responsibly or
dumping it into the water supply,
if the firm is concealing it? At very
least, government needs to make
this information available to all.

Property rights only work if
there is an agency granting them.
Each party must know the value
of a clean vs. dirty environment
both to him or her and the other
party. Even in a free society, indi-
viduals are not free to take actions
that directly harm another. Gov-
ernment would protect its citizens
from a foreign power trying to
poison its water supply; why
should it allow domestic ones to
do so with impunity?

— DAVID CONNER
Ithaca, New York

Only a job for government?

Continued from Page 34

of dead brush that encouraged the
flames to climb high into the up-
per canopy of the trees. The habi-
tat, along with much of the sur-
rounding National Forest prop-
erty, was destroyed,” wrote
Ridgeway.

“In the end, it was Goodloe’s
management practices that al-
lowed the fire to be contained. The
firefighters used as the edge of
their backfire his ranch, which
sustained only a mild cleansing
burn that recycled the biomass
nutrients; rid the area of under-
brush; and left the larger trees,
with their natural resistance to
low-intensity fires.”

Regulations

And how does the govern-
ment treat people like Goodloe,
who resurrect dead land? Another
rancher, Dayton Hyde, knows all
too well. He turned one-quarter of
his ranchland into marshes for
wildlife, began research on the
sandhill crane, and constructed a
lake with three and a half miles
of shoreline for wildlife. Instead
of congratulations, he was hit
with regulations.

“I am being regulated for wet-

lands that weren’t there before 1
created them,” Hyde said. He

saved his wetlands because of his
own ecological concerns, but then
had to pour more funds into keep-
ing his wetlands up to the state’s
regulatory code. Ironically, he
would have saved money if he
hadn’t helped the environment.
(States, by the way, are no
better than Washington, DC at
managing land. Some federal leg-
islators have proposed “devolu-
tion” of land ownership to the
states, but Randal O’Toole of the
Thoreau Institute wrote that
states “are just as economically
inefficient, ecologically short-

sighted, and politically driven as

Libertartan for U.S. Senate

The Fastest-
Growing
Libertarian
~ Campaign
in America

nt is beautiful-

their federal counterparts . . .
State governments have been rap-
idly expanding — not divesting —
their land estates.”)

Private interests would cer-
tainly like to be more involved in
land maintenance, but “with over
30% of the land owned by the fed-
eral government and the vast
majority of this providing recre-
ational opportunities, the private
sector has found it difficult to com-
pete,” Leal and Anderson wrote.

But the potential remains.

“Since World War II, the de-
mand for outdoor recreation has
increased tremendously,” the
same authors wrote. “An increase
in demand for outdoor recreation
means that its value has risen;
that is, people are willing to pay
more for recreation. Private
spending for the protection of
wildlife habitat and environmen-
tally fragile areas is also dramati-
cally up.”

Divesting government control
of untouched parkland offers op-
portunities to, in the words of the
pro-government Sierra Club, pro-
tect parks “for our families and for
our future.”

Can be trusted

Once again, the market has
spoken. The.rise of private land
protection over the past few de-
cades — and the superiority of
many private “parks” to govern-
ment parks — shows that private
interests can be trusted to main-
tain parkland. Moreover, as
Americans’ craving for nature ex-
cursions continues to grow, and
the market value of campgrounds
and nature reserves increases,
more private interests can be ex-
pected to oblige.

In a Libertarian America, the
“spacious skies” and “purple
mountains” will remain protected,
and provide wilderness refuge for
the citizens of a freer nation.

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 7
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M June 2-4, 2000

Missouri LP Convention, Holiday Inn Select, Saint Peters.
Speakers include Doug Bandow (Cato Institute), Dick Boddie
(candidate for 1992 LP presidential nomination), Sara Cotham
(Indiana LP Executive Director), Thibaut Mourgues (Mouvement.
Libertarien, France), and Dr. Mary Ruwart (author, Healing Our
World). For information, call George Mussmann: (636) 272-5602.
E-mail: convention@lpmo.org.

M June 3, 2000

Kentucky LP Convention, Executive Inn, Louisville. Speakers
include State Senator Dan Seum and Jim Lark (candidate for LP
National Chair). For information, call: (502) 636-5326. E-mail:
discodfreedom@cs.com.

B June 9-11, 2000

Texas LP Convention, Ramada Inn Bayfront & Convention
Center, Corpus Christi. Speakers include Mary Ruwart (author,
Healing Our World), and Floy Lillie (environmental expert). For
information, call: (512) 280-6540. E-mail: torchess@texas.net.

N June 9-11, 2000

New Mexico LP Convention, Cree Meadows County Club,
Ruidoso. Speakers include Bill Masters (San Miguel County
Sheriff, Colorado), Ron Crickenberger (LP Political Director),
J. Zane Walley (Paragon Foundation), and Steve Bunch (New
Mexico Drug Policy Foundation). For information, call Joseph
Knight: (505) 330-7713.

M June 17, 2000

Idaho LP Convention, Holiday Inn Boise Airport, Boise. Candi-
date nominating convention. Speakers TBA. For information, call
Chris Struble: (208) 362-6873. E-mail: clstruble@earthlink.net.

Libertarian National Committee, inc.
Watergate Office Building

2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037

M June 28-29, 2000

Success 2000, Anaheim Marriott Hotel, Anaheim, California. LP
candidate and activist training seminar. Speakers include Steve
Dasbach (LP National Director), George Getz (LP press secretary),
Barbara Goushaw (campaign manager), and Phil Miller (Green-
field City Council, IN). For information: (202) 333-0008 Ext. 228.

N June 29-July 3, 2000

Libertarian Party Presidential Nominating Convention,
Anaheim Marriott Hotel, Anaheim, California. Speakers include
Russell Means (star of The Last of the Mohicans), Jack Gargan
(former Chairman of the Reform Party), Melanie (Emmy Award-
winning singer and songwriter), Mike McNulty (producer, Waco:
A New Revelation), Barbara Branden (author, The Passion of Ayn
Rand), Neal Boortz (Libertarian radio talk show host), John
Berthoud (president, National Taxpayers Union), Marshall Fritz
(founder, Separation of School & State Alliance), Mary Ruwart
(author, Healing Our World), Tim Slagle (comedian), Tom Tryon
(Calaveras County Commission, CA), Dan Fylstra (founder, Visi-
Corp), Mike Tanner (Director of Health & Welfare Studies, Cato
Institute), David Nolan (founder, Libertarian Party), Mark Skousen
(investment advisor), David Thibodeau (author of A Place Called
Waco: A Survivor’s Story), Barbara Goushaw (campaign man-
ager), Bonnie Flickinger (City Council, Moreno Valley, CA), Phil
Miller (City Council, Greenfield, IN), Gary Nolan (radio talk show
host), Sara Cotham (past Executive Director, LP of Indiana), Bill
Masters (sheriff, San Miguel County, CP), Jo Jorgensen (1996 LP
vice presidential candidate), Sharon Harris (president, Advocates
for Self-Government), and Michael Cloud (creator, The Art of
Political Persuasion). For information, call: (800) 272-1776. E-mail:
LPCONV@aol.com. To register online: www.LP.org/conv/2000/

For more Upcoming Events, see page 38
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“I must now decide who gets my vote [for president]. The way things are going,
_ the Libertarians are looking mighty good to me.”
— CHERYL LUKATCH, Weirs Times (New Hampshire), March 9, 2000

“The Libertarians have demonstrated their growth by fielding more than twice
the candidates in races nationwide than four years ago. If all their House candi-
dates won — a theoretical proposition — they would hold the majority. [In the 2000
election], third parties could be a bigger story. The conventional wisdom may also
have missed something in the mood of the electorate.”

— TOM BAXTER, Cox News Service, March 22, 2000

“The Libertarian Party is on the move.” — Westford Eagle (Westford, MA), April 6, 2000

“Libertarians seem to live, look, and sound about like everybody else. But with an
attitude. And that attitude is about individual rights, ‘citizen legislators,’ and, of
course, civil liberties.”

— DAVID W. JONES, The News-Herald (Willoughby, Ohio), March 19, 2000




