
M I N U T E S O F T H E F I R S T A N N U A L S T A T E
C O V E N T I O N O F T H E F R E E L I B E R T A R I A N
PARTI HELD AT THE WILL IAMS CLUB ON
xMARCH 30, 31 and APRIL 1, 1.973, NEW
Y O R K C I T Y

MARCH 30;

The Convention was called to order by Jerry Klasman, State Chair
person, at 8:05 PM.

Chuck DeRosa, Acting Secretary and Chairperson of the Credentials
Committee, delivered the Report of that Committee (see exhibit #l), and
m o v e d i t s a d o p t i o n .

A n d r e a M i l l e n m o v e d t h e f o l l o ' / d J i g a m e n d m e n t t o t h e r e p o r t ;

"Amend to seat as delegates all FLP members in good standing, con
tingent upon the passge of the appropriate By-Laws amendment at the
n e x t s e s s i o n o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n . "

On a standing vote, the amendment passed: Ayes-21, Noes-13.

On a standing vote, the report of the Credentials Comraittee as
amended passed: Ayes-30, Noes-0.

J. Nei l Schulman moved the adopt ion of a ra le that a l l abstent ions
b e c o u n t e d a n d n o t e d i n t h e r e c o r d .

On a standing vote, the motion passed: Ayes-21, Noes-10.

Mart in E, Nixon, Chairperson of the Rules Comrait tee, del ivered the
report of that Comraittee (see exhibit #2), and moved its adoption.

On a voice vote, the motion passed: 1 abstention, all others 'aye'.

The Chair moved the adoption of the proposed Agenda (see Exhibit #3).
J. Neil Schulman moved an amendment to put the proposed By-Laws

amendment regarding seating of delegates as the last i tem of the
business of By-Laws amendments.

On a voice vote, the motion passed: 1 No, all others aye, 0 abstentions.

On a voice vote, the Agenda as amended was approved: 1 abstention,
a l l o t h e r s ' a y e ' .

The Chair called for nominations for Convention Chairperson. Howie
Rich nominated Sharon Presley. The nomination was seconded by Samuel E.
Konkin, I I I . Both made shor t remarks about Sharon 's involvement wi th the
l i b e r t a r i a n m o v e m e n t . T h e r e w e r e n o o t h e r n o m i n a t i o n s . A n d S h a r o n w a s
elected unanimously on a voice vote (no 'nays', no abstentions).



Sharon took the Chair and made a short address on why the FLP must
remain ppen to a l l l iber tar ians v iewpoin ts - invok ing as an example, the
s t a t e c o n v e n t i o n o f o n e o f t h e L i b e r t a r i a n P a r t i e s i n t h e s o u t h w e s t .

Gary Greenberg moved to postpone the Treasurer's Report and make it
the fi rs t o rder o f bus iness on Saturday mron ing.

On a voice vote, the motion passed: SEK III abstained, Noes-0, all
o t h e r s ' a y e ' .

The Chair introduced Harry Browne, who spoke on the subject of
F r e e d o m i n O v i r L i f e t i m e .

The Chair introduced Murray Rothbard, vdio spoke on The Need for a
L i b e r t a r i a n I f o v e m e n t a n d P a r t y .

At the conclusion of Murray's remarks, Jerry Klasman moved a
recess unt i l Saturday morning. On a voice vote, the loot ion passed
unanimously (no 'nays', no abstentions).

The Convention recessed at 10:30 PM.

MARCH 31:

T h e C h a i r c a l l e d t h e s e s s i o n t o o r d e r a t 11 : 2 5 A M .

Howie Rich moved to postpone the Treasurer's Repoirt unti l the
a r r i v a l o f t h e T r e a s u r e r .

On a voice vote, the motion passed: Gary Greenberg-no, 0-abstentions,
a l l o t h e r s ' a y e ' .

At that moment , Ray Goldfield arr ived and del ivered the Treasurer 's
Report. Jerry Klasman moved that the Repoid. be adopted, (see Exhibit #4)

On a voice vote, the motion passed: J. Neil Schulman abstained,
O - n o e s , a l l o t h e r s ' a y e ' .

Samuel E. Konkin then made the opening remarks of the Report of the
By-Laws Committee, (see Exhibit #5)

Gary Greenberg moved to amend PBA 6 by substituting "3/4's" for
"unanimous". The mot ion was ruled out of order by the Chair. Greenberg
then appealed the ru l ing of the Chair. The Chair was overruled on a
standing vote: Ayes-10 (to sustain the Chair), Noes-14, abstentions-5.



H o w a r d K a t z m o v e d t h a t a l l a m e n d m e n t s t o P B A ' s b e d i s t r i b u t e d i n
wr i t ing to the Convent ion. The mot ion was ru led out of order by the
C h a i r , K a t z a p p e a l e d t h e r u l i n g . O n a s t a n d i n g v o t e , t h e C h a i r
was susta ined; Ayes-24, Noes-3, Abstent ions-2,

Katz raised the quest ion of a quorum. He was ruled out of order
by the Chair, Katz appealed the ruling. On a standing vote, the Chair
was susta ined; Ayes-28, Noes-1, abstent ions-1,

On a voice vote, Greenberg's motion to amend PBA 6 was defeated,

Greenberg moved to amend PBA 6 by substituting "3/4's of those
present (a majority being present)" for "by a unanimous vote of those
p r e s e n t " ,

On a standing vote, the motion was defeated; Ayes-9, Noes-l6,
a b s t e n t i o n s - 4 ,

Andrea Millen moved to substitute "by 3/4's of the State Committee"
fo r "by unan imous , , , p resen t " .

On a vo ice vo te the mot ion car r ied , 1 -abs ten t ion , 0 -nays , a l l o thers
' a y e ' ,

Gary GreerJaerg moved to substitute "Executive Committee" for "State
C o m m i t t e e " ,

T h e m o t i o n w a s d e f e a t e d o n a v o i c e v o t e ; o n e a b s t e n t i o n .

On a roll call vote, PBA 6 was adopted; Ayes-24, Noes-10, abstentions-0,

K o n k i n m o v e d a d o p t i o n o f P B A 1 ,

F r a n Yo u n g s t e i n m o v e d t o a m e n d b y s u b s t i t u t i n g " 2 5 " f o r " 5 0 " , A f t e r
some debate, the motion was withdrawn,

N e i l S c h u l m a n m o v e d t h a t t h e C o n v e n t i o n r e c e s s f o r l u n c h . O n a v o i c e
vote the motion passed unanimously (no nays, no abstentions).

The Conven t i on was recessed a t 1 ;30 PM,

* * *

T h e C h a i r c a l l e d t h e s e s s i o n t o o r d e r a t 3 J 1 0 P M ,

On a rol l cal l vote PBA 1 was adopted; Ayes-35, Nays-7, abstentions-5,

SEK III yielded the floor to Ray Strong, who moved to amend the rules
to prohibit any further amendments to By-laws amendments from the floor.

On a standing vote, the motion was adopted; Ayes-39, Nays-7, abstentions-2.



SEK III moved the adoption of PBA 20. On a roll call vote, the
mot ion was defeated: Ayes-13, Nays-33, abstent ions-2,

S E K I I I m o v e d a d o p t i o n o f P B A 2 . O n a r o l l c a l l v o t e t h e m o t i o n
was adopted: Ayes-45, Nays-O, abstent ions-1,

SEK III moved adoption of PBA 3»

Neil Schulman moved to suspend the rules requiring a roll call vote
on proposed By-Laws amendments. On a voice vote, the motion passed
unanimous ly.

On a voice vote, PBA 3 was adopted unanimously.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #4. On a voice vote, the motion
p a s s e d u n a n i m o u s l y.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #5. On a standing vote, the motion
passed: Ayes-36, Nays-3, Abstentions-?.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA ^7. There was debate on the subject of
vdiat the FLP should and should not issue in the name of the Pai-ty, and of
whether any person could speak for another. On a standing vote, the
motion was defeated: Ayes-6, Nays-42, Abstentions-3

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #8. On a standing vote, the motion
passed: Ayes-34, Nays-O, Abstent ions-8.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #9. On a standing vote, the motion
was defeated: Ayes-11, Nays-31, Abstent ions-10.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #10. On a standing vote, the motion
passed: Ayes-46, Nays-O, Abstention-4.

Konkin moved adot>tion of PBA #11. On a standing vote, the motion
passed: Ayes-44, Nays-5, Abstent ions-4.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #12. There was debate on the subject
o f h o w l i b e r t a r i a n c a n d i d a t e s , i f e l e c t e d , c o u l d f u r t h e r l i b e r t a r i a n
policies. On a standing vote, the motion was defeated: Ayes-4, Nays-43,
A b s t e n t i o n s - 5 .

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #14. On a standing teote, the motion
was defeated: Ayes-10, Nays-28, Abstent ion8-2.

A motion to recess for 15 minutes was made and adopted unanimously
on a voice vote (no nays, no abstentions). TheConvention recessed at
6:00 PM.

* « *

The Chair cal led the session to order at 6:23 PM.
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Konkin moved adoption of PBA #15. On a standing vote, the motion was
defeated: Ayes-13, Nays 28, Abstent ions-5.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #16, Gary Greenberg moved that the motion
be tabled. On a standing vote, the mot ion to table passed: Ayes-33, Nays-11,
A s b t e n t i o n s - 1 ,

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #17. On a standing vote, the motion was
defeated: Ayes-10, Nays-25, Abstent ions-3 .

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #18, Paul Hodgson moved that the motion
be tab led. The mot ion to tab le was defeated: Ayes-14, Nays-25, Abstent ions-4.
A standing vote was taken on the or iginal motion: Ayes-28, Nays-12,
Abstentions-6, Ray Strong requested a roll call vote. On a roll call
vote, the original motion failed for lack of two/thirds: Ayes-27, Nays-18,
A b s t e n t i o n s - 1 .

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #19A, After some debate, the motion was
w i t h d r a w n ,

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #21. On a standing vote, the motion
passed: Ayes-39, Nays-1, Abstent ions-5.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #22. After some debate, Tony Saglimbeni
moved that the motion be tabled. The motion to table passed on a
s tand ing vo te : Ayes-30 , Nays-15 , Abs ten t ions - I ,

Andy Thornton moved that PBA #22 be taken up from the table. On a
standing vote, the motion was defeated: Ayes-16, Nays-25, Abstentions-4.

Konkin moved adoption of PBA #13. A standing vote was taken on the
motion: Ayes-26, Nays-14, Abstentions-6. Ken Kalcheim requested a roll
call vote. On the roll call vote, the motion failed for lack of two/
thirds: Ayes-21, Nays-16, Abstentions-B,

Ray Strong moved that the Convention recess for one hour. On a
voice vote the motion passed unanimously (no nays, no abstentions).

T h e C o n v e n t i o n r e c e s s e d a t 8 : 4 5 P M .

* * *

T h e C h a i r c a l l e d t h e s e s s i o n t o o r d e r a t 1 0 : 0 0 P M ,

N e i l S c h u l m a n m o v e d t o s u s p e n d t h e r u l e s t o d i s c u s s t h e m a t t e r o f
proxies at the Nat ional LP Convent ion, On a standing vote the mot ion
passed: Ayes-15, Nays-7, Abstent ions-3.



N e i l S c h u l m a n m o v e d t h e f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n :

"Let it be hereby resolved that the Free Libertarian Party, Inc. of
New York i s in favor o f the Nat iona l L iber ta r ian Par ty a l low ing vo t ing
at a l l Nat ional Convent ions by proxy as wel l as in person,"

On a standing vote, the motion was defeated: Ayes-8, Nays-18,
A b s t e n t i o n s - 1 .

T h e C o n v e n t i o n r e c e s s e d f o r 1 0 m i n u t e s a t 1 0 : 1 5 P M ,

* - *■ *

T h e C h a i r c a l l e d t h e s e s s i o n t o o r d e r a t 1 0 : 3 5 P M ,

Guy Riggs, Chairperson of the Platform Committee, make some opening
remarks on the work of that Committee, He explained that the Committee
had produced two different drafts of a proposed platform, (see Exhibits #6 & #7)

Gary Greenberg made some remarks in favor of 'no platform'.

Paul Hodgson made some remarks in favor of the 'Majority Report'
, and moved adoption of same, Guy Riggs moved to substitute

the 'Minority Report' for the 'Majority Report', Gary Greenberg moved
to pos tpone indefin i te l y the ques t ion o f adop t ing a p la t fo rm. There was
debate in which many of the delegates took part,

Neil Schulman moved to have a roll call vote on the motion to postpone.
On a voice vote, the motion carried: no abstentions, Ellen Rich-nay, all
o t h e r s ' a y e ' .

It was moved to call the question. On a standing vote, the motion
ca r r i ed ; Ayes -42 , Nays -1 , Abs ten t i ons - ! ,

On a ro l l ca l l vo te , the mot ion to pos tpone indefin i te l y passed :
Ayes-37, Nays-5 , Abstent ions-3 ,

It was moved to recess until Sunday morning. On a voice vote, the
motion passed unanimously (no nays, no abstentions).

T h e C o n v e n t i o n r e c e s s e d a t 11 : 5 8 P M ,

« * - K - * *

A P R I L 1 :

The Chair cal led the session to order at 12:35 PM,

The Chair then issued a call for nominations for the position of
S t a t e C h a i r p e r s o n .



Jerry Klasman nominated Andrea Millon - seconded by Paul Lepanto.
Klasman moved that nominations be closed. On a voice vote the motion
passed unanimously, Konkin moved that the election voting be by roll
call. On a standing vote, the motion passed: Ayes-20, Nays-11,
A b s t e n t i o n s - 1 3 •

Andrea Millen was elected State Chairperson by a unanimous vote;
Mi l len-36, I l legal votes-9, Abstent ions-0.

The Chair called for nominations for State Vice-chairperson.

Samuel Konkin nominated Nona Aguilar - seconded by Ken Kalcheim.
Gary Greenberg nominated Howard Rich - seconded by Gerry Kullen. Fran
Youngstein nominated Ray Strong - seconded by Christine Graf, Jerry
Klasman moved that nominations be closed. The motion passed on a voice
vote. Roger Eisenberg moved that the voting be by roll call. The motion
p a s s e d o n a v o i c e v o t e .

On the vote for Vice-chairperson (23 needed to elect). Rich and
Strong were elected: Aguilar-15, Rich-32, Strong-31, Rothbard-8,
Schu lman-1 , B lank ba l lo t -1 .

The Chair called for nominations for Secretary.

Bob Cohen nominated Andy Thornton - seconded by Ray Goldfield.
Ann Weill nominated Mike Nichols - seconded by i'fona Slota. Jerry
Klasman moved that nominations be closed. The motion passed unanimously
on a voice vote. Eisenberg moved that the voting be by roll call. The
motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Mike Nichols was elected Secretary: Thomton-12, Nichols-30, Sanford
Cohen- I , Abs ten t ions -1 .

The Cha i r ca l led fo r nominat ions fo r Treasurer.

Guy Riggs nominated Jerry Klasman - seconded by Chuck DeRosa.Sam Konkin nominated Ray Goldfield- seconded by Tô  Saglimbeni. Andrea
Millen moved that nominations be closed - the motion passed on a voice
vote, Eisehberg moved that the voting be by roll call. The motion
p a s s e d o n a v o i c e v o t e .

Jerry Klasman was elected Treasurer: Klasman-34, Goldfield-9,
Rothbard-1 , Abstent ions-3»

The Chair called for nominations for State Comraitteeperson-at-large.



Murray Rothbard nominated Joe Castrovinci - seconded by Andy Thornton.
Marjorie Gaines nominated Robert Cassella - seconded by Fran Youngstein,
Spencer Pinney nominated Robert Cohen - seconded by Sam Konkin, Tom Avery
nominated Gary Greenberg - seconded by Guy Riggs. Nona Aguilar nominated
Sam Konkin - seconded by Noah Fuhrman, Andrea Millen nominated Martin E.
Nixon - seconded by Bi l l Lawry.

Tom Avery moved that nominations be closed. The motion passed on a
v o i c e v o t e . R o g e r E i s e n b e r g m o v e d t h a t t h e v o t i n g b e b y r o l l c a l l . T h e
m o t i o n p a s s e d o n a v o i c e v o t e .

D u r i n g t h e p r o c e s s o f t a k i n g t h e v o t e t h e r e w a s a fi v e m i n u t e r e c e s s ,

Castrovinci , Greenberg and Konkin were elected: Cassel la-8,
Castrovinci-28, Cohen-7, Greenberg-35, Konkin-31, Nixon-27, Rothbard-1,
Blank ballots-10, 525 needed to elect.)

Howard Rich moved to invalidate the vote taken for Committeperson-
at-large. The motion was seconded by Gary Greenberg,

During the debate on the motion to inval idate, the Bhair was asked
to give the vote tal ly as i t was before any of the delegates had changed
their votes; Cassella-10, Castrovinci-28, Cohen-9, Greenberg-33, Konkin-32,
Nixon-28, Rothbard-2, Blank bal lo ts-5. The mot ion was defeated on a
s tand ing vo te ; Ayes-18, Nays-21, Abstent ions-9 ,

Howard Katz moved to commend Martin Nixon for his help during the
t r y i n g b u s i n e s s o f s e t t l i n g t h e v o t e o n C o m m i t t e e p e r s o n - a t - l a r g e . O n
a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.

T h e C o n v e n t i o n r e c e s s e d a t 4 : 2 0 P M ,

* * *

T h e C h a i r c a l l e d t h e s e s s i o n t o o r d e r a t 5 ; 4 5 P M .

A m o t i o n w a s m a d e t o s u s p e n d t h e r u l e s t o p r o c e e d w i t h t h e b u s i n e s s
of endorsements until Sanflord Cohen arrived, liie motion passed on a
v o i c e v o t e ,

Andrea Millen made a short acceptance speech,

Sanford Cohen arrived, was introduced and made a speech.

The Chair cal led for nominat ions for endorsements for Mayor of
New York City,

Jerry Klasman nominated Fran Youngstein - seconded by Bob Cassella,
It was moved, seconded and passed on a voice vote that nominations be
closed. On a standing vote Fran Youngstein was endorsed: Ayes-37,
Nays -0 , Abs ten t i ons -0 .



T h e C h a i r c a l l e d f o r n o m i n a t i o n s f o r e n d o r s e m e n t f o r C i t y C o u n c i l
President (NYC).

Gary Greenberg nominated Bil l Lawy - seconded by Fran Youngstein,
It was moved passed and seconded on a voice vote that nominations be
closed. On a standing vote. Bi l l Lawry was endorsed: Ayes-35, Nays-O,
A b s t e n t i o n s - 3 .

The Chai r ca l led for nominat ions for todorsement for Comptro l ler
o f N e w Yo r k C i t y .

Andrea Millen nominated Tom Avery - seconded by Jerry Klasman.
Millen yielded part of her time to Avery. It was moved, seconded and
passed on a voice vote that nominations be closed. On a standing
vote, Tom Avery was endorsed: Avery-35, Rothbard-1, Nays-O, Abstentions-2.

The Chair cal led for any other nominat ions for endorsement.

Art 0 'Sul l ivan nominated Gary Greenberg for New York County Distr ict
Attorney - seconded by Mona Slota. It was moved, seconded and passed on
a voice vote. On a standing vote, Gary Greenberg was endorsed; Ayes-35,
Nays-2 , Abs ten t ions -1 .

Bob Cohen nominated Spencer Pinnoy for Councilman in the 14th
District (Queens) - seconded by Sheldon Horowitz and Roger Eisenberg.
Cohen yielded part of his time to Pinney, It ^vas moved, seconded
and passed on a voice vote that nominations be closed. On a standing
vote. Spencer Pinney was endorsed: Ayes-30, Nays-O, Abstentions-5.

Ray Strong nominated Ray Goldfield for Councilman in the 33rd
District (Brooklyn) - seconded by Howard Katz, It was moved, seconded
and passed on a voice vote to close nominations, fhere was debate on
the question of endorsing Golflfield. On a standing vote, Ray Goldfield
was endorsed: Ayes-15, Nays-6, Abstentions-15.

Roger Eisenberg moved to suspend the rules to allow Sandy Cohen to
make a few remarks on why he abstained on the vote to endorse Goldfield.
The motion pass on a standing vote: Ayes-18, Nays-9, Abstentions-?.

S a n f o r d C o h e n m a d e a f e w r e m a r k s .

Tom Avery nominated Paul Strei tz for Counci lman-at- large f rom the
Borough of Manhattan - seconded by Martin Nixon. Avery yielded part of
h i s t i m e t o S t r e i t z . T h e r e w a s d e b a t e o n t h e e n d o r s e m e n t . I t w a s
moved, seconded and passed on a voice vote to close nominations. On a
standing vote, Paul Streitz was endorsed: Ayes-27, Nays-3, Abstentions-8.



1 0

Pau l S t re i tz nominated Lou is S ic i l ia fo r Borough Pres ident o f
Manhat tan - seconded by Ray Strong, St re i tz y ie lded par t o f h is
t ime to Sici l ia, I t was moved, seconded and passed on a voice vote
to c lose nominat ions. On a s tand ing vote , Lou is S ic i l ia was endorsed;
Ayes-30, Kays-1 , Abstent ions-5 .

Andrea Millen moved to suspend the rules to hear from the candidates
who had not yet spoken. The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.
Bil l Lawry, Gary Greenberg, Ray Goldfield and Fran Youngstein then each
m a d e s o m e s h o r t r e m a r k s ,

Martin Nixon made some short remarks asking people to submit news
i t e m s a n d o t h e r m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e N e w s l e t t e r ,

Fran Youngstein introduced a resolution to have the Party send
a l e t t e r t o each s ta te l eg i s l a to r on repea l o f a l l abo r t i on and
cont racept ion laws. There was debate on the quest ion. On a po in t o f
i n fo rmat ion , F ran sa id tha t the ac tua l tex t o f the le t te r wou ld be
dra f ted by the Secre tary based upon the LAAG le t te r. A f te r fu r ther
debate, Fran moved to amend by substi tut ing a resolut ion on contra
cep t i ve law repea l on ly. The mot ion ca r r ied en a vo ice vo te , F ran
then moved to have a let ter sent out on abort ion law repeal . The
m o t i o n f a i l e d o n a v o i c e v o t e .

K e n K a l c h e i m m o v e d t o h a v e t h e F L P w r i t e a l e t t e r t o e a c h s t a t e
legislator in support of the Liberty Amendment, The motion passed
o n a v o i c e v o t e .

The Chair asked if there was any other new business. There being
none the Chair entertained a motion to adjourn. The motion passed
u n a n i m o u s l y o n a v o i c e v o t e .

The First Annual State Convention of the Free Libertarian Party
adjourned sine die at 8:34 PM-on Apri l 1, 1973.

* * * * *


