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M New LP National Chairman Geoff Neale: It is “time to move forward,”
he said in his acceptance speech. “It's time to put the divisions behind
us. It's time to build. Time to heal. Please join me.”
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M Under the gaze of C-SPAN’s camera, Libertarian delegates in the
main Convention Hall listen to Platform debate, plot strategy, and
buttonhole other delegates for impromptu lobbying sessions.

Geoff Neale elected National Chair

Delegates make ‘historic’ changes to party’s Platform; celebrate their role as Champions of Liberty

By Bill Winter
LP NEWS EDITOR

ibertarians emerged from

their National Convention in

the heartland of America

with significant changes to
the LP Platform, a new chairman, and
a passionate plea to “move forward”
and build the party.

The convention, held under the
hot summer sun in Indianapolis, In-
diana, drew more than 600 delegates
and about 800 total attendees.

With its theme of “Champions of
Liberty,” the convention officially
opened to the anthemic sounds of
Queen’s “We Are the Champions” on
Thursday (July 4) and finished on
Sunday (July 7) with the election of
new Libertarian National Committee
members.

Over the long, festive weekend —
in a series of events that sprawled
across the Marriott Downtown Hotel
and the Indiana Convention Center
— Libertarians also made changes
to the party’s Bylaws, celebrated the
LP’s 30th anniversary, got advice from
an award-winning futurist, and
heard from two renegade Republican
speakers.

The political climax of the con-
vention came on Saturday, when
Geoffrey Neale, immediate past State
Chair of the Texas LP, was elected new
national chairman in a close, three-

Complete National
 Convention Coverage:

Pages 14-21

way race that wasn't decided until the
second ballot.

“It's overwhelming and humbling
to think of the confidence that the
delegates chose to put in me,” said
Neale after his hard-fought victory
was confirmed. “I feel a renewed
sense of obligation to serve to the
best of my ability.”

C-SPAN was on hand to tape three
convention events — the Keynote
Address by Colorado Sheriff Bill Mas-
ters, a luncheon speech by Harry
Browne, and the Saturday evening

banquet with radio talk show host
Neal Boortz — for later broadcast.

The convention also attracted a
surprising amount of press attention,
given its off-presidential year status
and location away from major media
markets, said LP Press Secretary
George Getz.

Better than expected

“We got better coverage than we
expected, although perhaps not as
much as we might have wished for,”
he said. “On the positive side, every
network TV affiliate in Indianapolis
sent a camera crew — which is, in
part, a tribute to the credibility-
building work done by the Indiana
LP in recent years.

“We also scored a few national TV
appearances, and a nationally distrib-
uted story from the Associated Press.
The word definitely got out about the
convention.”

Media highlights included:

M LP Executive Director Steve Das-
bach appeared on CNN's Crossfire on
July 3 to talk about the convention,
while new Chair Geoff Neale appeared
on C-SPAN's Washington Journal on
July 7. The convention also gener-
ated stories on the Indianapolis Fox,
CBS, NBC, and ABC TV stations.

M The Indianapolis Star, the
Frankfort (IN) Times, the American
Politics Journal, the Greenfield (IN)
Daily Reporter, the Associated Press,

See CONVENTION Page 14

Thompson: Legislator is running mate

six-term Democratic state

legislator with a reputation

as an outspoken critic of

government corruption will

run for lieutenant governor as Ed

Thompson's running mate in Wisconsin.

Marty Reynolds, 52, who has rep-

resented the 87th District in the State

Assembly for 12 years, joined Thomp-

son for a tour of the state to kick off
his candidacy on June 20-21.

“We have a chance to change the

way Wisconsin
looks at poli-
tics,” said Rey-
nolds, who is
also the mayor
of Ladysmith.
“The two-party
system is bro-
ken. It's time
for a change.”

With Rey-
nolds as his

M Marty Reynolds:
Time for change.

running mate, Thompson said the
ticket has gained legislative experi-
ence and balance, without losing its
“common man” appeal.

“I'm excited to have Marty on the
ticket as my choice for lieutenant
governor,” he said. “Together, we can
bring accountability and a small
businessman’s perspective to Madi-
son. Marty is a common man like me.
Together, we will bring common sense

See THOMPSON Page 2
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Gov. Gary
Johnson:
End the

Drug War

GOP governor applauds
what Libertarians have
‘done for this country’

ew Mexico Governor Gary

Johnson blasted the War

on Drugs as a “miserable

failure,” complimented
Libertarians for their defense of free-
dom, and reaffirmed his belief in “life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”
in a speech to the LP National Con-
vention on July 5.

The trim Republican — a competi-
tive “Ironman” triathlete who plans
to climb Mt. Everest next year after
his second term ends — got a warm
reception from
more than 600
LP delegates,
who may have
viewed his
eight years in
office as a tem-
plate for a fu-
ture main-
stream Liber-
tarian gover-
nor.

Johnson
earned raptur-
ous applause when he noted that he
had stopped every new tax increase
proposed by the New Mexico legisla-
ture — and, as a result, has the “most
contentious relationship with the leg-
islature” of any governor in the
United States.

H Gov. Johnson:
Drug War failure.

Not a single tax increase

“Never before in the history of
New Mexico has eight years gone by
when there was not a single tax in-
crease,” he said, to a roar of approval.

Johnson also boasted that he has
vetoed over 750 bills.

To alternating waves of laughter
and applause, he listed some of the
legislation he rejected: Gun control
bills, new cigarette taxes, helmets for
pole vaulters, campaign finance re-
form bills, hate crime bills, cigarette

See JOHNSON Page 19
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Boston Libertarian wins ‘historic’ lawsuit

Boston, Massachusetts property owner has won a lawsuit that
A allows him to replace a window on his home without govern-
ment permission.

On April 29, Judge Maria Lopes ruled that the South End Historical
Landmark Commission could not force Libertarian Gary Multer to rip
out a new window he had installed in his home.

Lopes said the commission was “not properly formed” when it was
created in 1985, and lacked the authority to order such changes.

In response to the ruling, Multer told his South End neighbors:
“You are now free!”

The regulatory rumble began in late 1997, when Multer replaced
the rotting window on the sidewall of his stairwell with a vinyl one,
and changed the mortar on his stairs. He soon received a notice of
violation from the commission, charging him with making unlawful
exterior alterations to his property.

But Multer, an LP member since 1991, decided to fight the
decision, and filed suit against the commission in Suffolk County
Superior Court in January 1998.

After some investigation, Multer found there was no evidence that
the council had approved the first commissioners as required under
state statute — a revelation he said was “pretty shocking.”

Judge Lopes agreed with Multer, holding that the city had not
produced any evidence that the commission had been properly created.

Julian Heicklen launches presidential bid
The Libertarian Party has its first an-

nounced candidate for its 2004 presidential
nomination: Julian Heicklen, a Libertarian
activist from Pennsylvania.

Heicklen, 57, announced his intention to run
for president on June 10. The ex-chemistry
professor said he wants to run to “show people
that activism can change the world.”

“I believe that as a candidate for president, I

can reach a large number of people who can see
by my example what each individual can do,” he
said. “Other candidates talk about what they

will do. I talk about what I have done.”

Heicklen said he has publicly smoked marijuana to defy the Drug
War, sued various government agencies for violating the Constitution,
participated in non-violent sit-ins, and been arrested several times for
defying restrictions on free speech and public assembly.

To win the nomination, Heicklen said he will attend state
conventions, and try to convince delegates to endorse him.

His campaign will focus on reducing taxes, ending the Drug War,
restoring the Bill of Rights, and reforming federal prisons, said Heicklen.

“I plan to use the campaign itself as a vehicle to reform the
government rather than wait to be elected president,” he said.

Heicklen was the faculty advisor to the Penn State Libertarians
from 1997-2001, and served on the 2002 LP Platform committee. In
2001, he was elected Patton Township Tax Collector, Auditor, Assessor,
Judge of Elections, and Inspector of Elections.

The 2004 Libertarian Party presidential ticket will be selected at
the LP national convention in Atlanta in early 2004.

For more information, visit: http://www.personal.psu.edu/jph13.
Or e-mail: lppawest@yahoo.com. Or write: Julian Heicklen, 2008 Park
Forest Avenue, State College, PA 16803.

October 12 declared “World Smokers’ Day”

A n international smokers’ rights group has declared October 12

2

M Julian Heicklen:
“Show people.”

“World Smokers’ Day,” and plans to use the day to celebrate
smoking and promote “tolerance for peaceful lifestyle choices.”
The group, FORCES International, said the event is needed to draw
attention to the increasing number of laws and taxes that target
smokers, and the “escalating trend of discrimination” against people
who use tobacco products.
“It's an idea that’s overdue,” said Enoch Ludlow, President of
FORCES-USA. “Smokers are becoming persecuted — locked out of jobs,
and unwelcome anywhere indoors. The public needs to be reminded of

. that, and start calling for an end to the injustice.”

October 12 was chosen because it was the day in 1492 that

Christopher Columbus's first expedition reached the New World — the
. event that led to the eventual export of tobacco to Europe and Asia,
: and the worldwide popularity of smoking.

FORCES has branches in seven countries, including Canada, Italy,

- New Zealand, and Russia. Founded in San Francisco in 1995, it is a
: non-profit organization that advocates the “restoration of civil
. treatment of smokers.” It is not affiliated with any tobacco company.

For information, visit: www.forces.org or www.worldsmokersday.org.
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Thompson taps six-term legislator
as his Lt. Governor running mate

Continued from Page 1
to state government.”

Reynolds plans to officially join
the Libertarian Party, the Thompson
campaign said, and will appear with
Thompson on the ballot as a Liber-
tarian.

Thompson and Reynolds visited
Madison, Milwaukee, Green Bay,
Mosinee, Eau Clair, and Tomah in a
whistlestop tour to introduce the new
Libertarian ticket to voters and to the
press.

Boost credibility

State political experts said
Reynolds’ candidacy could boost the
credibility of the Thompson cam-
paign, and allow it to reach across
party lines to Democratic and inde-
pendent voters.

The choice of Reynolds was a “po-
litical masterstroke,” said the Capi-
tal Times on June 20, because the
state legislator has broad appeal “not
just in his northwestern Wisconsin
home turf, but also among progres-
sive populists statewide.”

Reynolds also brings to the cam-
paign a track record of opposing gov-
ernment corruption. On June 4, he
had announced that he would not
seek re-election to the State Assem-

bly because he was “embarrassed” by
the scandals that swirled around the

capital.

In a public statement, Reynolds
criticized fellow lawmakers for alleg-
edly being involved in illegal cam-
paigning, and for refusing to end a
taxpayer-funded partisan caucus sys-
tem.

“This is truly a case of being a part
of the problem, if you're not part of
the solution,” he said about his de-
cision to step down.

End caucus system

In 2001, Reynolds had filed a bill
to end the state’s legislative caucus
system, which costs taxpayers $4
million a year. According to a report
in the Wisconsin State Journal, the
caucuses “operate as secret campaign
machines, raising money, producing
brochures, and maintaining lists of
potential voters for the leaders’ hand-
picked candidates.”

If the charges are true, Republi-

Ed Thompson: “[Marty Reynolds]
realizes that you can’t get reform
with the two-party system.”

can and Democratic politicians could
be guilty of violating laws against
campaigning while on the state pay-
roll, according to the newspaper. The
allegations are being investigated by
the state’s Election Board and by state
prosecutors.

On a vote of 56-43, legislators
voted to table Reynolds’ bill. Reynolds
criticized Republicans who voted

overwhelmingly against the bill, say-
ing, “You want to cut fat out of the

budget, here’s [$4 million]. You want
smaller government, here it is.”

Then, in 2002, Reynolds filed a bill
that would prohibit lawmakers from
using taxpayers’ money to defend
themselves or their staffs against in-
vestigations into whether they had
engaged in illegal campaigning. That
bill also failed to pass.

It was Reynolds” willingness to
buck the political establishment that
prompted a Libertarian to ask a
Democrat to be his running mate, said
Thompson.

Walking away

“I picked Marty exactly because
of what he did — walking away from
the corruption in the Capitol,” he
said. “He realizes that you can't get
reform with the two-party system we
have.”

Josh Morby, a spokesman for the
Thompson campaign, said Reynolds

is a strong supporter of gun rights,
property rights, and working people.

The legislator also gained atten-
tion a few years ago when he painted
his Capitol office himself to save tax-
payers’ money.

However, Reynolds may part ways
with the Libertarian Party on a few
issues: He has said he opposes Re-
publican restrictions on welfare pay-
ments, and supports government lim-
its on campaign spending.

But as Thompson’s Libertarian
running mate, Reynolds said he is
running to win — or, at the very
least, to shake up the political sys-
tem.

“I wouldn't be running if I didn't
think we could change things,” he
said. “If we can bring some of the
people who have been disenfran-
chised with politicians into the arena,
then maybe we will have accom-
plished something.”

Elected in 1990

First elected to the State Assem-
bly in 1990, Reynolds serves on the
Agriculture Committee, the Tourism
and Recreation Committee, and the
Natural Resources Committee. In April
2001, he was elected mayor of
Ladysmith, a town in the northwest
corner of Wisconsin.

A plumber by trade and owner of
a bed-and-breakfast establishment,
Reynolds is married and has four chil-
dren. He served in the U.S. Air Force
(1969-1975), and is a member of the
American Legion and the NRA. In
1989, he won the Outstanding Com-
munity Leader Award.

In a March poll, 7% of Wisconsin
voters said they supported Thomp-
son for governor (another 21% were
undecided). His campaign has already
garnered coverage in the New York
Times, the Washington Post, and on
the Today Show.

In the November election, the
Thompson/Reynolds ticket will face
incumbent Republican Governor Scott
McCallum and one of four possible
Democratic candidates.

For more information, visit:
www.edthompson.com. Or call: (608)
374-2537. Or write: Ed Thompson for
Wisconsin Governor, P.0. Box 710,
Tomah, WI 54660-1509.
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HQ staffers
arrested 1n

protest rally

Event targets DOJ's
‘war on sick people’

wo staff members from the Lib-
Tertarian Party’s Washington, DC

headquarters were arrested
when they participated in a nation-
wide protest against the federal
government’s ongoing war on medi-
cal marijuana.

LP Political Director Ron
Crickenberger and LP Campus Coor-
dinator Marc Brandl were taken into
police custody on the steps of the
Department of Justice (DOJ) build-
ing in Washington, DC on June 6.
They had chained themselves to the
door and to other protesters.

Along with eight other activists
from the medical marijuana move-
ment, Crickenberger and Brandl were
handcuffed, charged with the misde-
meanor offense of trespassing to
block access to public property, and
jailed. Both were released that same
day after paying a $50 fine.

Crickenberger said he joined the
protest because he had “met dozens
of medical marijuana patients who
have found what is often life-saving
relief from this medication. Having
seen what I have seen, and learned
what I have learned, how [could] I
not do all I can to end this injustice
for others?”

His participation in the event, said
Crickenberger, was also designed to
draw attention to his Congressional
campaign in Virginia’s Eighth District,
and his role as point man in the LP’s
Drug War Strategy — which seeks to
end federal drug prohibition by 2010.

On the front steps of the D0OJ
building, Crickenberger, Brandl, and
activists from the Marijuana Policy
Project, Common Sense for Drug
Policy, Students for a Sensible Drug
Policy, and the Drug Reform Coordi-
nation Network wrapped themselves
in chains, chanted slogans, and re-
fused to move.

“Not a Criminal”

Under the bright morning sun,
other protesters on a nearby sidewalk
held posters with pictures of medical
marijuana patients, and captions stat-
ing: “A Patient, Not a Criminal” and
“Medical Marijuana Saves Lives.”

In prepared remarks, Cricken-
berger warned the Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA) that if it continues to
criminalize patients’ access to mari-
juana, the agency will be subject to
“coordinated grassroots resistance,”
including continued public protests.

“We're here to focus public atten-
tion on this issue,” he said. “Mari-
juana is one of the most benign thera-
peutic substances, and it makes no

Libertarian Party News & August 2002 ¢« PAGE 3

B LP Political Director Ron Crickenberger (center) reads a prepared statement while chained to the door of
the Department of Justice Building in Washington, DC. Crickenberger, LP Campus Coordinator Marc Brandl,
and other protestors were showing opposition to the federal government’s ongoing crackdown on medical
marijuana patients in states that have legalized the drug for medical use.

sense for the federal government to
be prosecuting patients who use it.”

After warning participants to
evacuate the premises or be arrested,
officers taped off the immediate area,
instructed journalists and onlookers
to leave the site, and handcuffed the
protesters.

SWAT team members
They were then forcibly escorted
by police officers and SWAT team
members into vehicles to be trans-
ported to jail.
At the police station, protesters

changed “from resistance mode to
persuasion,” said Crickenberger.

“[We were] chatting up the offic-
ers about drug reform policy as if they
were our old buddies,” he said. “I
don't think we made many points
with this group, though one of the
officers even said he would arrest his
own mother on her deathbed if she
smoked medical marijuana. When we
challenged him, he would not back
off from the statement. ‘The law is
the law, [he said].”

Crickenberger and Brandl were
both released after about seven hous.

The Washington, DC rally was one
of 55 coordinated protests by more
than 1,000 participants at DEA of-
fices and other federal buildings in
cities across the country. The events
were organized by the drug-reform
coalition Americans for Safe Access.

The protest was held in anticipa-
tion of a June 7 federal court deci-
sion in California that affirmed the
right of the DEA to close down medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries in states
that have passed medical marijuana
initiatives.

See ARRESTED Page 25

Libertarian finishes first in election

for town council in James Island, S.C.

unning on a platform of lower

R taxes and smaller government,
a Libertarian has won election

to a town council in South Carolina.

After finishing first out of 12 can-
didates in the June 18 election, Bill
Woolsey was sworn into office as a
member of the James Island Town
Council two days later.

Woolsey garnered 1,550 votes to
win one of four at-large seats. It was
the first election for the new town of
20,000 residents, which was approved
in a referendum in May.

Now that he’s in office, Woolsey
said his biggest challenge will be to
protect property rights in the face of
voter demands to limit development.

“Most voters seemed supportive of
my low-tax, small-government mes-

MOST VOTERS

— Bill Woolsey

sage,” he said. “But managing the
transition from county to town
control of land use and zoning with-
out uncompensated takings will be
difficult.”

The secret to his election victory,
said Woolsey, was aggressive cam-
paigning, name recognition from past
campaigns, a history of community
activism, and his background as an
economics professor at The Citadel, a
Charleston military college.

“The Citadel name creates instant
respect in South Carolina,” he said.
“It was enough to gain the support
of graduates, as well as their parents,
uncles, children, grandchildren, and
cousins.”

During the month before the elec-
tion, Woolsey said he knocked on over
1,000 doors and spoke to about 500
citizens. He spent election day solic-
iting votes at the town's second larg-
est polling place while his wife, Kathy

See WOOLSEY Page 25

LP News Photo by Jonathan Trager
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Arkansas
LP submits
petitions
to trim tax

Measure will repeal
food, medicine tax

he Arkansas Libertarian Party
Thas submitted signatures to

qualify a constitutional amend-
ment to abolish the state’s food and
medicine tax — and save state resi-
dents up to $200 million a year.

On July 5, the LP submitted over
86,000 signatures to the secretary of
state in Little Rock. About 70,600
signatures are required to place the
measure on the November ballot —
giving Libertarians a “good chance”
that voters will get to decide the is-
sue, said LP State Chair Gerhard
Langguth.

“We got about the same amount
of signatures as a term-limits initia-
tive got in 1992, and that ended up
being approved,” he said. “We're well
on track to be successful.”

The secretary of state’s office now
has 30 days to verify the signatures,
said Langguth. If the party falls short,
they will have an additional 30 days
to make up the discrepancy by sub-
mitting additional signatures.

The submission of signatures to
the secretary of state culminated over
a year's worth of work, said Langguth,
during which the Arkansas LP and
other anti-tax volunteers gathered
signatures for the initiative at state
fairs and other events.

Legal challenges?

Now, Libertarians are expecting
legal challenges from pro-tax oppo-
nents, said Langguth.

“The question becomes whether
the politicians can come up with an
underhanded way to strike it from the
ballot,” he said. “I feel we've done
everything humanly possible to make
it bulletproof. We hope that for once,
truth and justice will prevail.”

If passed by the voters, the
amendment would “abolish and for-
ever prohibit” the taxation of food
and medicine in the state, starting
July 4, 2003.

Currently, most household food
items — like breads and cereals, fruits
and vegetables, meats, fish, and poul-
try, and dairy products — are taxed
at a 5.125% rate. Arkansas is one of
only 10 states that taxes food pur-
chased for home consumption with-
out any offsetting relief for low in-
come families.

If the constitutional amendment
does make it onto the ballot, state
voters have already signaled their
willingness to pass it. A 1999 survey
by the Arkansas Poll company found
that 72% of Arkansas residents want
to eliminate the tax on groceries.

For more information, visit
www.foodtax.org.
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: Cloud could be in two-way U.S. Senate race

Palm Beach, Florida term limits
I n what might turn out to be a historical first, a Libertarian

POLITICAL [T

Mt e NEASUNE qualifies for the ballot

candidate in a two-way race for U.S. Senate. Libertarian initiative to im- Blumel. In the last seven commis-
sioner elections, only one incumbent

was opposed.

THE INITIATIVE

3 On May 30, LP senatorial candidate Michael Cloud submitted over pose term limits on Palm
12,400 signatures to the secretary of state in Boston to qualify for Beach County, Florida commis-
the ballot. Only 10,000 signatures were required. *  sioners has been certified for the could ”change county If the initiative passes, it could
In so0 doing, Cloud became the second candidate to file for the seat : November ballot — and party lead- s : : “radically change county politics,” he
currently held by Democrat John Kerry. The state Republican Party :  ers say the measure could “radically pOllthS. This election said. “And since we have a Libertar-
. failed to select a candidate at its convention on April 6. + < change ‘county:politics.® & & ket s Selasare ta g goe Iebuab nuiiion® onne e sr ity ian candidate running in every state
Although an independent candidate could file for office and On June 20, the Palm Beach legislative district — as well as can-
submit signatures by July 31 [after LP News went to press], no other County Supervisor of Elections con- 4 didates in smaller races — this elec-
candidate had done so as of early July, said Cloud. firmed that Libertarians had gathered the blggest one we'’ve tionis shaping up to be the biggest
. No previous LP candidate has ever run in a two-way race for U.S. the 46,000 signatures required to one we've had in a long time.”
. Senate. However, in 2000, a Libertarian, a Green, and an independent place the initiative before local vot-
. r1an against an incumbent Republican for U.S. Senate in Arizona. ers. Libertarians submitted 55,000
: Instead of viewing the potential two-way race against the liberal “raw” signatures. Although Blumel said the county
- Kerry as an opportunity to more aggressively reach out to conserva- If it passes, the initiative will limit attorney is still trying to find a legal

— Phil Blumel

Stop the measure

- tive voters, Cloud said he will take the opposite tack. county commissioners to eight con- way to stop the measure from appear-
Specifically, Cloud said he hOD?S_tO SPer}d betweeq 5390,000 and secutive years in office, or two four-  attracted more than 70 volunteers ing on the ballot, he said he is opti-

. $500,000 on anti-Drug War advertising in liberal publications to force year terms. and over 150 contributors for the mistic that it will become law.

Kerry to make drug policy reform a part of his campaign. LP activist Phil Blumel, who petitioning process, said Blumel. When Libertarians helped get term
“Both parties have an agreement not to talk about the destructive

sesesen

sesscsccssnne

Drug War. I think I'm in a position to try to change that,” he said.
For more information, visit: www.michaelcloud.org.

Texas Libertarian appointed mayor pro-tem

Libertarian city councilman in Texas
A got “a vote of confidence” from his col-
leagues and was named mayor pro tem.
On June 10, Mark Wilson of St. Paul was
elected to the position by a vote of 3-1 of the
city council. He will serve for one year.
The mayor pro tempore takes over as head of
the council if the mayor is absent, and serves as

the chief investment officer.

B R R T R R R R I S S S S S I S S S N S

helped spearhead the effort, said he
felt “relieved” that the signature-
gathering process was over.

Invigorated affiliate

“We've been working for over a
year on this, which is a pretty long
time,” he said. “But this effort has
really invigorated our local affiliate
and activists like nothing before.”

The project was conceived at the
February 2001 meeting of the Palm
Beach LP where Blumel and Rick
Shepherd agreed to steer the effort.

Over the next year, the campaign

Two major fundraisers were held
for the campaign: One in July 2001
netted about $7,000 and one in April
2002 garnered about $10,000. The
party raised almost $50,000 over the
past 14 months, said Blumel.

“This was a genuine grassroots
movement,” he said. “We are deter-
mined to see that our initiative suc-
ceeds when it goes before the voters
in November.”

The initiative is necessary because
there have been almost no competi-
tive county commissioner elections
in Palm Beach County since 1990, said

limits for state legislators on the
statewide ballot in 1992, 74% of Palm
Beach County voters supported the
measure, he noted. Furthermore, Lib-
ertarians in neighboring Polk County
spearheaded a drive to limit the terms
of their county commissioners, which
passed with 70% of the vote.

Libertarians will distribute
bumperstickers, put up yard signs,
and speak to civic associations and
local clubs to promote the initiative
in the coming months, said Blumel.

“I really think this is ours to lose,”
he said.

“As a newly elected member, I'm especially
honored by the council’s trust and confidence
in choosing me to serve as mayor pro tem, and Honored by trust.
Il repay that trust with hard work,” said
Wilson, who was just elected to the city council in May.

Wilson said his overall goal on the council is to establish “an
atmosphere of non-interference as general policy” by limiting the
number of new city ordinances and reviewing old ones.

“In the short time I've been working on council issues, I've been
surprised at how much power even small municipalities can exercise
under state law,” he said. “I will use my position to leave that power

B Mark Wilson:

Colorado LP helps pass new bill to
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vested with the citizens of St. Paul.”

His election as mayor pro tempore is proof that Libertarians
should run for local office, said Wilson.

“Not only will your participation make an immediate difference in
the outlook and actions of the local government, you'll also establish
credibility for libertarian thought — and Libertarian candidates —
among your fellow officeholders,” he said.

St. Paul, located northeast of Dallas-Ft. Worth, has 650 residents.

Hommberger qualifies for Virginia ballot

ibertarian-turned independent U.S. Senate candidate Jacob
L Hornberger has qualified for the Virginia ballot — and now
faces the challenge of trying to get as many votes as the last
independent to run against the incumbent.
In June, the Virginia secretary of state confirmed that Hornberger
had submitted the required 10,000 signatures to get his name on the

November ballot.

He will face off against three-term incumbent Republican John
Warner and independent Nancy Spannaus, who is affiliated with political
extremist Lyndon LaRouche’s organization. No Democrat is in the race.

Hornberger, 52, the president of the non-partisan Future of
Freedom Foundation and 2000 candidate for the LP’s presidential
nomination, announced in March that he would run for the U.S.
Senate as an independent, rather than as a Libertarian.

According to a story in the Northern Virginia Journal, Hormberger's
campaign for the U.S. Senate will bypass radio and TV, and focus on
person-to-person contacts and a “word-of-mouth” campaign.

“It's time for John Warner to go,” said Hornberger. “I think there
is a large body of people out there who want someone not from the

two parties.”

The last time Warner was in a two-way race without a Democratic
opponent was in 1990, when he also faced Nancy Spannaus. The
LaRouchite won 18% of the vote (196,755 votes).
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reform state’s asset forfeiture laws

litical action,” Colorado Libertar-

ians have helped to pass a bill
that dramatically reforms the state’s
asset forfeiture laws.

Republican Governor Bill Owens
signed the bill, HB 1404, on May 31.
It had been submitted to him on May
22 after passing both houses in the
legislature.

The new law requires a criminal
conviction before property can be
forfeited, uses forfeiture money to
compensate innocent people with an
ownership interest in seized property,
and raises the government’s burden
of proof for seizing private property.

The fact that the governor signed
the law is proof that public opinion
is changing on asset forfeiture, said
Libertarian Ari Armstrong, who
helped coordinate the lobbying effort.

I n an example of “coordinated po-

Political calculator

“We didn’t know whether [Gover-
nor] Owens was going to sign the bill
or not,” he said. “But Owens is a po-
litical calculator, so we knew when
he signed it that it had to be a pretty
popular issue with the public.”

As one of the 85 organizations in
the Colorado Criminal Justice Reform
Coalition — the group which worked
to pass the bill — Armstrong said the

M Ari Armstrong: “We didn't
know whether [Governor] Owens

”

was going to sign the bill or not.

LP can't take full credit for the win.

However, the party did play a piv-
otal role by issuing a press release on
the subject and sending out an ur-
gent action alert to its e-mail list, he
said. The alert asked Libertarians to
contact their state representatives
and urge them to support the bill.

Bill Masters, the Libertarian sher-
iff of San Miguel County, also testi-
fied before the House Judicial Com-
mittee in support of the bill.

“I applaud the efforts to try to
bring back fair standards to forfei-
ture,” he said during his testimony.
“The public needs to be able to trust
law enforcement, and clear forfeiture
rules that protect the innocent and
reduce monetary incentives will help
to restore some of that lost trust.”

The bill was introduced in the
House in March, and passed in April
by a vote of 51-11.

A companion bill was then sent
to the Senate, where it passed with
amendments in May, 23-10.

Armstrong said asset forfeiture is
a perfect issue for the Libertarian
Party because “it lies at the nexus of
libertarianism,” appealing to both
right-libertarians concerned with pri-
vate property rights and left-libertar-
ians concerned with police abuse and
corruption.

The LP effort to pass the new law
was significant for two reasons, said
Armstrong.

“It demonstrates the LP can have
an effective voice in practical poli-
tics,” he said. “It also opens up the
door of the party to reach out to other
groups that have common interests.”

Other organizations in the coali-
tion included the Colorado ACLU, the
Colorado Criminal Defense Bar, and
the Justice & Peace Ministry.
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2-Way U.S.Senate Race

for Michael Cloud

NO Republican Candidate. Republican Fails to Make
Ballot. Libertarian Michael Cloud VS. Democrat John Kerry

t’s Official! Secretary of State’s
Office confirms that the Rep-
ublican candidate for U.S.

Senate fell 3,000 signatures short.

Weak Republican Party

Massachusetts Republican voter registration is
only 13%.

So the Massachusetts Republican Party
concentrates its resources on races where it has a
chance of winning.

They know they can’t beat Democratic U.S.
Senator John Kerry.

So at their April 6th Republican State
Convention, they didn’t nominate a candidate for
U.S. Senate.

One Republican jumped into the race, got out
of the race, then got back in again.

He needed 10,000 nominating petition
signatures to make the Ballot. He turned in less

than 7,000 signatures. He failed to make the Ballot.

Republican Agony
and Embarrassment

Eight years ago, the Republicans thought they
could elect a U.S. Senator in Massachusetts.

1994. The Republican Revolution. Republican
Mitt Romney spent $7,624,491 in his U.S. Senate
race against Ted Kennedy. Romney got 42% of the
vote.

1996. Massachusetts Republican Governor
William Weld spent $8,002,123 in his U.S. Senate
race against John Kerry. Governor Weld got 45%
of the vote.

2000. The Republican leadership wrote off the
U.S. Senate race against Ted Kennedy. Republican
businessman Jack E. Robinson decided to run
anyway.

Mr. Robinson was dogged with accusations of
driving under the influence of alcohol, plagiarism,
and sexual harassment. In fact, the Massachusetts
Media dubbed Mr. Robinson “Jack the Tongue.”

Republican U.S. Senate candidate Jack E.
Robinson got only 1% more of the vote than
Libertarian U.S. Senate candidate Carla Howell.
His weakness. Her strength.

The Republican Party can’t win with well-
funded serious candidates.

The Republican Party can’t afford to be
humiliated by candidates like Jack E. Robinson.

That’s why there is NO Republican candidate
in this U.S. Senate race against John Kerry.

John Kerry’s Strength

U.S. Senator John Kerry is polling between
70% and 80%.

John Kerry believes he’s unbeatable. He
probably is.

With 70% to 80% in the polls, John Kerry
believes he can safely ignore Michael Cloud’s
Libertarian U.S. Senate campaign. He probably
can.

With 70% to 80% in the polls, John Kerry will
concentrate on his 2004 Presidential campaign.

This gives Michael Cloud a huge opportunity.
He can campaign without interference. He can
accept speaking opportunities and political events
that John Kerry will simply skip.

John Kerry will not actively campaign for U.S.
Senate. Michael Cloud will.

The Libertarian Difference

Michael Cloud will make a passionate and
powerful case for personal responsibility,
individual liberty, and small government.
Libertarian.

Michael Cloud will call for an End to the War
on Drugs. He will make the Libertarian case
against Drug Prohibition. He will call for the
immediate pardon of over 1,000,000 non-violent .
drug offenders serving time in federal prisons.

Michael Cloud will call for an End to the War
on Guns. He will make the Libertarian case against
Gun Prohibition. He will call for the immediate
repeal of the reputed 20,000 Anti-Gun laws.

Michael Cloud will call for an End to federal
government responsibility, authority, and
involvement in education. He will make the
Libertarian case against the Department of -
Education. He will make the Libertarian case for
voluntary and free-market education.

Michael Cloud will call for an End to federal
government responsibility, authority, and
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involvement in Health Care. He will make the
Libertarian case for private, competitive, free-
market health care.

Our Secret Strength

Unlike the Republicans, we don’t have to win
the election. As long as we fail forward.

Michael Cloud’s job, as the Libertarian
candidate for U.S. Senate, is to dramatically
increase Libertarian support. Radically increase the
number of Libertarian voters. Recruit hundreds of
new Libertarian Party members. Enroll scores of
new Libertarian activists. And increase our vote
total. Fail forward.

Michael Cloud is a full-time Libertarian
candidate for U.S. Senate — running a full-time
campaign. Not part-time. Not just before work. Not
just after work. Not just on weekends or holidays.
Full time.

We have just over 117 days to campaign for
personal responsibility, individual liberty, and
small government. Libertarian.

117 days to reach out to Gun Freedom
activists, Home Schoolers, Tax-Cutters, Fiscal Con-
servatives, and supporters of small government.

117 days to raise enough money to run serious
TV advertising — and convince John Kerry to face
me.

Prime TV Ads. Radio Ads. Speeches to
hundreds of audiences.

And maybe, just maybe, the most successful
Libertarian U.S. Senate campaign in Libertarian
Party history.

Please Help
2-Way U.S. Senate race. NO Republican
candidate. Huge Libertarian opportunity.
Donate today, and we’ll give you the Liber-
tarian U.S. Senate campaign you’ll never forget.
www.MichaelCloud.org

MCLP802
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| Personal Responsibility Sets Us Free (1000 1 $500 U $250 I:
\& || Michael Cloud ds150 585 Ul pttenBeile. g
Libertarian for U.S. Senate Mpayby: ~ Wcheck (O Mastercard Ix

l You may donate up to $2,000: $1,000 for primary and $1,000 for General Election D Discover D Visa D AmEx I e
I I %
*

: NAME CREDIT CARD # : i
I ADDRESS SIGNATURE EXPIRATION I*
*

| arv STATE ZIP OCCUPATION EMPLOYER Ix
PHONE EMAIL *

l Donate to: Michael Cloud for U.S.Senate * 131 Bridge Street + Salem, MA 01970 - Note: Federal law requires political committees I *
I to report the name, mailing address, plus occupation and employer for each individual whose contributions exceed $200 in a I *
calendar year. Not tax deductible. No corporate checks. Paid for by Michael Cloud for U.S.Senate, William Pacheco, Treasurer. *
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The U.K:s million-year wait, and
who's worse: Enron or Congress?

M Gun harassment

The director of campus safety at
Ohio University [in Athens] ordered
a journalism professor to remove an
1878 Springfield rifle from his office
wall. The director said the gun, which
the professor had displayed for 15
years, violated the university's
workplace violence policy.

The professor removed the
rifle but launched a public cam-
paign to get it rehung. He lobbied
school officials by letter and e-mail
and pointed out to reporters that a
cannonball fired during OU football
games also violates the policy.

The school responded by accusing
the professor of harassment.

— PLAYBOY, August 2002

B Who's worse?

President Bush said he was
“deeply concerned” about some of the
accounting practices in corporate
America and called “outrageous” the
disclosure that WorldCom, which is
$32 billion in debt, had hidden $3.8
billion in expenses.

The president added, “We will fully
investigate and hold people account-
able for misleading not only share-
holders but also employees.”

But is WorldCom really America’s
biggest case of accounting gimmickry
and deception? I don't think so.

Ask the president or any congress-
man: How much debt does the fed-
eral government owe? Nine will get
you 10 that they'll tell you that it's
$3.5 trillion. If they had just a tad of
sophistication or honesty, they might
add intragovernmental debt that'd
bring the “total debt” to slightly more
than $6 trillion. Even that figure rep-
resents a level of creative account-
ing, deception and lies that make the
actions of Enron and WorldCom seem
like child’s play.

[In fact], as of 2001, the accumu-
lated federal obligations to all people
who've earned Social Security and
Medicare benefits are $12.9 trillion
for Social Security and $16.9 trillion
for Medicare. Combined with the pub-
lic and intragovernmental debt, the
total federal debt burden is an un-
imaginable $35 trillion. That amounts
to roughly $120,000 for every man,
woman and child in America.

There’s no question that both
Enron and WorldCom engaged in de-
ceptive and dishonest practices — in
a word, fraud. But let’s compare what
happens when deceptive accounting
practices are discovered in private
industry versus when they’re discov-
ered in government.

Without the SEC, the supposed
guarantor against corporate hanky-
panky, lifting one finger, the market
has exacted high penalties. Enron and
WorldCom shares of stock and their

“‘Onw

increase by 2094.

reputations are virtually worthless.
Heads have rolled.

By contrast, what happens when
Congress cooks the books and de-
ceives Americans into believing that
government debt is $3.5 trillion or
$6 trillion, when it's really $35 tril-
lion? Absolutely nothing.

— WALTER WILLIAMS

TownHall.com, July 3, 2002

M Let them eat lobster

The U.N. World Food Summit, de-
voted to helping the 800 million
people starving worldwide, opened in
Rome with a luncheon of lobster, foie
gras and goose stuffed with olives for
the 3,000 limousine-using delegates.
— NEWS OF THE WEIRD

June 30, 2002

B Drugs, not terrorists

While Osama bin Laden and his al-
Qaida minions were diligently prepar-
ing for their murderous mission, the
FBI was looking the other way with
equal determination. More than twice
as many FBI agents were assigned to
fighting drugs (2,500) than fighting
terrorism (1,151). And a far greater
amount of the FBI's financial re-
sources was dedicated to the war on
drugs.

And it wasn't just the FBI. This
Drug War Uber-Alles mindset infected
the entire law enforcement commu-

nity, starting at the top. “I want to
escalate the war on drugs,” said At-
torney General John Ashcroft in his
first interview after being nominated
for the post. “I want to renew it. I
want to refresh it.”

And he was true to his word. Wit-
ness the $43 million the Bush admin-
istration gave to the Taliban just
four months before September 11.
Sure there was the small detail of
harboring a guy named bin Laden,
but the Taliban had agreed to ban
the production of opium poppies.

And so the drug war trumped the
terror war once again.

— ARIANNA HUFFINGTON

TownHall.com, June 3, 2002

Bl Amtrak off track

Number of Amtrak’s 41 routes
other than the Boston-Washington,
DC Metroliner that turn a profit: 0

Percentage change in Metroliner
ridership since Amtrak added a new
high-speed train to the route two
years ago: -9
— HARPER’S, May 2002

B Kyoto's dirty secret

Kyoto's ineffectiveness remains
the great dirty secret of the treaty,
one its creators have been eager to
hide under piles of statistics.

Only a few brave souls have been
willing to root through the numbers,
including Professor Bjorn Lomborg,
author of The Skeptical Environmen-
talist. He has been making the rounds
with [a] graph, which shows changes
in the world’s temperature — both
with Kyoto and without — over the
next 100 years.

The graph, the work of a noted
global-warming researcher, shows

that if nations religiously follow the
treaty, we will see an expected in-
crease of temperature of 1.92 degrees
Celsius by 2100. If we don't follow
Kyoto, we will get hit by the same
increase by 2094.

In other words, Kyoto saves us six
whole years.

That the whole world is in a huff
over six piddling years might be
funny, if it weren't for the very seri-
ous costs of the piddling. Starting in
2010, the world will pay up to $350
billion a year to comply with Kyoto.

By 2050, as the treaty targets be-
come harder to reach, the cost will
skyrocket to 2% of OECD countries’
GDP, or $900 billion a year.

As it turns out, $900 billion is also
about what the effects of global
warming are estimated to cost nations
by 2100. In other words, as Mr.
Lomborg puts it, the world will pay
for global warming twice.

— THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

June 5, 2002

M Million-year wait

Britons were shocked recently by
newspaper headlines saying there are
now a million people on National
Health Service (NHS) waiting lists.
The figure means one in 60 British
citizens are now waiting for medical
treatment.

0Of those who are sick and actu-
ally need the NHS to do something
for them, one in six are condemned
to wait.

But the headlines conceal a more
disturbing fact: The enormous length
of time people spend waiting for care.

We have calculated that adding up
the hours, days, weeks, and months
Britons spend waiting for care pro-
duces an astounding fact. Britons al-
ready in the queue for medical treat-
ment will wait a total of one million
years for care.

— MATTHEW YOUNG & EAMONN BUTLER

Health Care News, June 2002

B Banning politics

- There is nothing in the recently

enacted Bipartisan Campaign Reform

Act that is not designed to protect

incumbents from challengers.
Incumbents regard the First

Amendment as a campaign finance

~

7

*| know not what course others
may take, but as for me, give me
llberly or give me death.”

— PATRICK HENRY

|n Patrick Henry’s time, armed rebellion
against the Crown — and the risk of death
— was the only way to secure liberty. Now,
we have another, less dangerous option:
Working through the political system. While
that doesn’t require muskets, it does require
dollars. You can help us by naming the LP in
your will or insurance policy. By doing so, you'll
make sure future generations don‘t have to
choose between liberty or death. Just call
National LP Treasurer Deryl Martin: (931)
858-0915. E-mail: dnc@multipro.com.

loophole. That law, which President
Bush disingenuously signed after sug-
gesting it was unconstitutional, goes
a long way toward closing that “loop-
hole.”

The three things that can threaten
an incumbent are so-called soft dol-
lars from national party coffers to
provide significant support to a chal-
lenger; a wealthy, self-financed chal-
lenger; and outside “issue advocacy”
efforts to educate voters on an
incumbent’s record.

BCRA addressed all three con-
cerns. The 98.6% reelection rate for
House incumbents in 2000 may actu-
ally go up in the future, as a result.

Soft dollars were banned, so the
threat of a challenger backed by na-
tional party spending is gone.

Self-financed candidates now find
that the hard-dollar contribution
limit for incumbents is tripled to
$6,000.

As for issue advocacy, well, you
can still do that, but you can’t men-
tion the name of a candidate for fed-
eral office in advertising for two
months prior to an election. Ulti-
mately, the campaign restriction folks
want to ban all private political ex-
pression in campaigns by funding
them through taxes.

— EDWARD H. CRANE
Cato Policy Report, May/June 2002

B Military luxury

A $24,000 sofa and armchair. An
$1,800 pillow. And $45,800 in silver
and china. Such accoutrements would
cause little surprise if found in the
abodes of the wealthy and well-
known.

But government auditors discov-
ered these pricey items not in a man-
sion but at Air Force and Army bases
in Saudi Arabia, the rest of the Per-
sian Gulf, Europe, and the Balkans.

In a report, the General Account-
ing Office informed Congress that its
auditors found a number of “seem-
ingly unneeded expenditures” made
by the Air Force and Army in 2000
and 2001.

Among those were $4,600 worth
of “white beach sand” for an air base
in the Arabian desert and a $3,400
Sumo wrestling suit for another.

The Air Force was also criticized
for what the GAO deemed unjustified
and excessive spending, including:

At al Dhafra Air Base in the United
Arab Emirates, the service bought a
$2,200 coffee table. At Prince Sultan
Air Base in Saudi Arabia, it bought a
$24,000 loveseat and arm chair.

— LISA HOFFMAN
Scripps Howard News Service,
May 30, 2002

M 64,431 pages

For the past six years, Cato scholar
Clyde Wayne Crews Jr. has compiled
a respected tally of the cost of regu-
lation to the American economy: Ten
Thousand Commandments: An Annual
Snapshot of the Federal Regulatory
State. Here are the key facts:

® Agencies issued 4,132 final rules
in 2001.

® Regulation costs the economy
$854 billion a year, equivalent to
8.4% of U.S. GDP.

¢ The 2001 Federal Register con-
tained 64,431 pages.
— CATO INSTITUTE, June 11, 2002
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ABC, CBS, & NBC Prime TV Advertising

This Month — IF YOU HELP.

2,000,000 voters will see our
TV ads on CBS, NBC, and ABC —
9 times. That's right, they’ll see

our Libertarian TV Ads 9 times.

2,000,000 voters will see and hear the
powerful and persuasive reasons why we can
and must End the Income Tax in Massachusetts.

They will see and hear the huge, immediate,
direct benefits of Ending the Income Tax.

As Harry Beckwith points out in Selling the
Invisible, “Advertising is Publicity” and
“Advertising begets Publicity.”

Imagine the TV, Radio, and Newspaper
stories we'll trigger.

Imagine the thousands of new supporters
and volunteers we’ll attract.

Imagine the hundreds of new speaking

opportunities we’ll create.

Imagine the hundreds of organizations that
will invite us to tell their membership about our
Ballot Initiative to End the Income Tax.

All because we began the advertising this
month.

The Secret of EMILY’s List

Emily’s List raises money for women in
politics. It was started to level the political
playing field. To enable women in politics to
compete with men.

It has catapulted 2 number of women in
politics to success.

“EMILY’s” is an acronym for: Early Money Is
Like Yeast.

Early funding is the key to success. In
business and politics.

But Emily’s List has another important
lesson for us.

Early Advertising Is Like Yeast.
Early advertising defines a political
campaign. It explains what it is and why it is.
Early advertising ignites Media Coverage of
the campaign.
Early advertising attracts new supporters
and volunteers.
Early advertising demonstrates strength and
credibility.

Early advertising is the critical factor in what
we're doing with our Libertarian Ballot Initiative
to End the Income Tax.

Huge Payoffs of Early
Advertising

1. Supporters and Volunteers. Most people
don’t get interested in or excited by a candidate
or Ballot Initiative until the last 60 days before
an election. Then they’ll put a Bumper Sticker
on their car, a Yard Sign in front of their home.
They’ll donate or volunteer in the last 60 days.

What if they volunteered and campaigned
for 4 months — instead of just 60 days? How
much more impact would they have?

2. TV, Radio, and Newspaper Coverage. Most
reporters wait until the last 60 days before they
cover a campaign or Ballot Initiative. Why? High

voter interest.
What if we could trigger early, continuous,

and substantial News coverage for 4 solid
months instead of just the last 60 days?

4 months of ever-growing supporters and
volunteers. Ever-growing Media Coverage.

4 months to move up in the polls. The
higher we rise, the more the Media and Voters
will talk about our Libertarian Ballot Initiative to
End the Income Tax in Massachusetts.

60 days is not enough time to convince
Massachusetts voters to End the Income Tax.

We need 4 months. We only have days to
begin.

CBS, ABC, & NBC Prime TV Ads Reach

2,000,000 Voters

We must begin our Massive TV Advertising
Blitz on ABC, CBS, and NBC in just days.

Our first 3-week TV advertising blitz will
reach 2,000,000 voters. 9 times. And this is
critical to everything we've worked for.

Exactly 4 months

Starting now gives us exactly 4 months to
attract thousands of new supporters and
volunteers, and grow our organization big
enough to accomplish our goals.

Starting now gives us exactly 4 months to
inform and educate the millions of voters in
Massachusetts who are unfamiliar with our Lib-
ertarian Ballot Initiative to End the Income Tax.

4 months to make them comfortable with
our Initiative and confident that it’s right for
their families. 4 months to move up in the polls.
4 months of ever-growing Media coverage.

This will only happen —
IF YOU HELP NOW.

You can give as much as you want. There’s
no limit to how much you can give. There’s no
limit to how much your corporation can give.
No limit to how much your business can give.

$5,000 or $2,500. $1,000 or $500. $250 or
$150. We need the biggest donation you can
make — so we can give you the biggest result
we can.

Help us get our End the Income Tax
message out. Please donate today.

_________________________________ )

] 1 CBS, NBC, & ABC Prime TV Ads to End the Income Tax

| No LlMlTS To HOW MucH You CAN DONATE! * No LIMITS TO HOW MUCH YOUR BUSINESS CAN DONATE!

STATE yAlg

EXPIRATION DATE
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1 $750 O $500 O $250

 $150 ¢85  Other: $

I'll pay by: L Check O Mastercard

O Discover  ( Visa Q AmericanExpress
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|
Here’s my check made out to: “The Committee |
for Small Government” |
Mail to: Committee for Small Government ® 6 Goodman Lane  Wayland, MA 01778 « I
Massachusetts law requires us to report the name, address, occupation, and employer of each
individual whose contributions total $200 or more. No money orders over §50. Paid for by the
Committee for Small Government, Michael Cloud, Treasurer. Carla Howell, Chair

www.SmallGovernmentAct.org
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AFFILTATE TR

Michigan city councilmen trim Troy taxes;
Colorado LP candidates mix pubs pohtlcs

H ARIZONA

Libertarian files suit

against firearms law

A Phoenix Libertarian has filed a
lawsuit against the state government
after he was barred from carrying fire-
arms on public property.

In early May, Ernest Hancock
tried to check his firearm at the lo-
cal Department of Revenue while he
paid his sales taxes. He was refused,
and was ordered to check his weapon
at the local police station.

State law requires that individu-
als licensed to carry weapons check
their guns at local police stations or
store them in a locker before enter-
ing public buildings. The application
of the law varies between localities.

In a special-action suit filed with
the state Supreme Court on May 14,
Hancock asked the court to strike
down the law because it infringes on
his Second Amendment rights.

“Arizona state government was
never given any authority to restrict
the right to bear arms,” he said.

B ARKANSAS

State LP gets first-ever

Libertarian in office

An LP member has been appointed
to the El Dorado city council — mak-
ing him the first Libertarian office
holder in Arkansas history.

Rodney Wimberly beat out three
contenders to take over a seat that
was vacated after the sitting mayor
resigned. Starting July 1, he will serve
the remaining six months of the term.

“T've been fighting with this city
council at every turn, so it feels kind
of strange to be on the other side of
things,” he said.

Wimberly, 52, said he hopes to cut
out “wasteful items” in the city bud-
get, including subsidies to private
entities such as a softball complex
and a local boy’s club.

If the Arkansas LP gains ballot
status this year, Wimberly said he
looks forward to being the party’s
mayoral candidate in November.

El Dorado (population: 25,000) is
just north of the Louisiana border.

H COLORADO

Libertarian candidates

do campaign pub-crawl
It was a night of parties and poli-
tics for Denver Libertarians, as two

Photo by James Rushing

In Los Angeles, Libertarians protest DEA raids:

M In a June 15 rally in front of the Wilshire Federal Building in Los Angeles, Libertarians display two
empty wheelchairs — which symbolize missing friends who were killed by the federal government’s war

on medical marijuana.

The rally, attended by a “larger, vociferous but orderly crowd,” had two goals, said Los Angeles
Libertarian editor Richard Venable: “One was to protest recent raids on cannabis buying clubs by the DEA
[Drug Enforcement Agency], despite California’s Compassionate Use of medical marijuana law. The other
was in memory of Peter McWilliams, writer and activist for medical marijuana.”

McWilliams, a bestselling author and LP member, died in 2000 after a federal court ruled that he could
not use medical marijuana to treat the nausea brought on by the medication he used to treat AIDS and

non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

The event was part of a series of coordinated protests held around the USA.

statewide LP candidates took their
pro-freedom message to voters on a
campaign “pub crawl.”

On June 15, LP gubernatorial can-
didate Ralph Shnelvar and LP sena-
torial candidate Rick Stanley took
about 25 supporters to several Den-
ver bars. The event netted several new
Libertarian voter registrations for the
LP, said Shnelvar.

“This is a huge crowd of easy pick-
ings,” he said. “There are thousands
of people who go to the bars on a
Saturday night, and every weekend
it is different.”

Stanley handed out over 500 fly-
ers for his campaign, and said he
would like to do similar outreach at
least twice monthly in the future.

“Between pubs, we were thanked
over and over for the very real out-
reach to the people that other politi-
cians will never do,” he said.

H COLORADO

Privatized forests could
help reduce wildfires

Libertarians offered condolences
to state residents affected by wild-
fires — while recommending that the
government privatize forests to de-
crease the likelihood of more blazes
in the future.

In mid-June, several wildfires
swept through thousands of acres in
the region, forcing hundreds of
people to evacuate their homes and
causing millions of dollars in prop-
erty damage.

But what was lost in most of the
headlines was the fact that such fires
could be largely avoided, said State
LP Public Information Officer Mike
Seebeck.

“The Libertarian Party of Colorado
believes that proper stewardship

Miss Liberty’s Guide to Film and Video

The definitive guide to Libertarian film. A great gift!
Laissez-Faire Books ~ Amazon.com ~ MissLiberty.com

through responsible private parties
will preserve our forests efficiently
for years to come,” he said.

The state LP urged the state gov-
ernment to privatize government-
owned land, eliminate some logging
contracts, and revise water laws to
conserve water for fire fighting.

Fewer government employees
might also help, said Seebeck — since
one government employee was
charged with setting the fire .that
triggered the out-of-control blaze.

B COLORADO

Governor ‘out of touch’
with drug reform law

Libertarians blasted Governor Bill
Owens for vetoing a measure that
would have reformed state drug
policy — saying ill patients should
not be treated like criminals.

The bill, SB 39, would have re-
leased many low-level drug users from
jail and put them into treatment pro-
grams, freeing up space in prisons for
violent criminals, said LP State Chair
John Berntson. The bill was vetoed
on June 7.

“Governor Owens, are you this out

of touch with reality?” asked
Berntson. “Drug abuse is an addic-
tion, an illness, and it is far overdue
for it to be treated as such.”

Although the Libertarian Party
supports the repeal of all drug laws,
the bill mandating treatment over
incarceration would have started
Colorado on a “good and proper
path,” said Berntson.

“We need the state to punish
crime when it is a crime, and the
people to treat illness when it is ill-
ness,” he said. “The state should not
be punishing illness as if it were a
crime.”

H FLORIDA

Libertarian offers rock
song to promote liberty

A Florida Libertarian has recorded
a Libertarian-themed rock song, and
is offering it free of charge to Liber-
tarian organizations and candidates.

The song, now available on CD, can
be a tool to help build the Libertar-
ian Party, said Robert Gibson — for
example, by local organizations and
at candidate press conferences or
campaign events.

“The problem is that we're a large,
but largely invisible party,” he said.
“But Libertarian music is an effec-
tive way to get our pro-freedom mes-
sage out to the public.”

Tentatively titled “Libertarian,”
the four-minute, uptempo song was
mixed at a professional recording stu-
dio in Thousand Oaks, California.

For more information, or to re-
ceive a copy of the song, e-mail:
ceo@serve-em.com. Or call: 1-(800)-
737-8336.

H ILLINOIS
Petitioning almost leads
to arrest of LP member

An East Dundee Libertarian nar-
rowly avoided arrest after he refused
to stop petitioning on public prop-
erty without a permit.

On May 11, LP member Ken
Prazak was collecting signatures to
get LP candidates on the ballot when
he was approached by local police
officers. The officers told him he was
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violating a city ordinance that re-
quires demonstrators to have a per-
mit, and ordered him to leave the area
immediately.

But Prazak refused, arguing that
he had a First Amendment right to
be on the property, and that the or-
dinance was unconstitutional. The
officers consulted the state’s
attorney’s office, and received word
that Prazak was correct.

His refusal to leave cut the heart
out of the two-year-old ordinance,
which had previously come under fire
by critics who said the measure was
unconstitutional, said Prazak.

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance, I guess,” he said. “A right's
a right, not a privilege.”

H MICHIGAN

LP city councilmen trim
Troy taxes by $145,000

Two Libertarian city councilmen
have succeeded in cutting their local
property taxes — a political victory
that will save taxpayers about
$145,000.

Spearheaded by Troy council mem-
bers David Eisenbacher and Martin
Howrylak, the tax cut was passed on
May 13.

The final vote was 7-0, but
Eisenbacher said he and Howrylak had
to overcome the objections of two
council members who had fought
against any tax reduction.

The tax cut went into effect on
July 1, reducing Troy property tax
rate by .03 mils. One mil is equal to
$1 per $1,000 in taxable value.

The tax cut is “exceptionally sig-
nificant” because it prevented the
council from adding various projects
into the budget, and will help restrain
future spending, said Eisenbacher.

“It will be an ongoing battle to
keep this trend,” he said. “We have
started the process of turning the
tiller on a large ship.”

H MICHIGAN

Councilman gets hostile

reception at drug forum

Libertarian city councilman Andy
LeCureaux got beat up over drugs.
Verbally, that is.

On May 30, LeCureaux spoke to
about 50 attendees at a drug-reform
symposium in Hazel Park — arguing
in favor of an initiative that would
offer treatment as an alternative to
jail time for first-time drug offend-
ers. The initiative will appear on the
statewide ballot in November.

LeCureaux told the audience he
favored the decriminalization of
drugs completely, saying “millionaire
drug dealers are on the side of keep-
ing drugs illegal.”

When he got a hostile reaction to
his comments, LeCureaux couldn’t
figure out why — until he discov-
ered that the event, hosted by Demo-
cratic U.S. Congressman Sander Levin
and an Oakland County assistant
prosecutor, was actually a forum
against drug reform.

But LeCureaux said he is glad he
attended the event and spoke out.

“I was the only person there that
had a different point of view — and
they were going to hear it from me,”
he said.
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‘A Patlent Not A Criminal, say Libertarians in San Jose

M Carrying signs that stated: “A Patient, Not A Criminal,” “Marijuana Is Medicine,” and “DEA — Please
Take My Cancer, Not My Medicine,” approximately 50 Libertarians and other demonstrators marched in
front of the DEA office in San Jose, California on June 6.
“The protest was peaceful, and we didn’t block pedestrian or vehicle traffic,” said local Libertarian
Dennis Umphress. Nevertheless, “We had four uniformed and one plain-clothes SIPD officers watching us.”
The event was designed to show opposition to the federal government’s ongoing raids on medical
marijuana centers, and arrests of medical marijuana patients, he said.
“If the DEA raids more local marijuana clubs, as expected, we may have another protest in the near

future,” said Umphress.

The rally was one of 55 coordinated protests at DEA offices and other federal buildings in cities across
the country. The events were organized by the drug-reform coalition Americans for Safe Access.

B NEW MEXICO

Lea County LP opposes
town annexation plan

Lea County Libertarians have
passed a resolution opposing an an-
nexation plan — which they say
would violate the constitutional
rights of property owners.

The Hobbs city council is consid-
ering whether to annex part of the
county’s rural areas into the city, ex-
tending the “tentacles of govern-
ment” onto local residents, said LP
County Chair Christina Groth.

“Nothing about this annexation
derives from private property owners
spontaneously initiating this ‘urge to
merge’ by annexation or any other
means,” she said in late May. “Every
citizen of the county of Lea is re-
soundingly affected by irreversible
taking by annexation.”

The annexation will force higher
taxes on property owners, the impo-
sition of city laws on livestock own-
ers, and loss of privately owned wa-
ter wells, said Groth.

Annexation entails “government
intervention into private property for
interests commonly exterior to own-
ers’ Constitutional rights,” she said.

H NEW YORK

LP uses guerrilla tactics
to fight new tobacco tax

Libertarians have kicked off a
campaign that they hope will even-
tually send the state cigarette tax up
in smoke.

In an example of guerrilla poli-
tics, the party distributed brochures
in June, informing smokers that they
could purchase mail-order cigarettes
without paying the state tax. The tax
was raised from 39 cents to $1.50 per
pack in April.

“What we're doing is offering a
direct and immediate benefit to
smokers who are under attack by the
government,” said LP State Chair Al
Dedicke. “We want them to know
that they can be free of the state tax
immediately.”

The state tax is in addition to a
recently imposed New York City ciga-
rette tax of $1.50 per pack, said
Dedicke.

“Our ultimate goal is to eliminate
all cigarette taxes in New York by
forcing retail sellers to put pressure
on politicians,” he said. “But taking
revenue out of the hands of the gov-
ernment is certainly a success as
well.”

Bl NORTH CAROLINA

State LP loans $2,000

to Illinois petition drive

The North Carolina LP executive
committee has decided to loan $2,000
to the Illinois LP to help finish that
state’s ballot access drive.

The committee unanimously
voted to give the financial help on
June 15 because members remem-
bered that the North Carolina LP was
in “exactly the same position” as

Illinois last year, said state Executive
Director Sean Haugh.

“Now that we are safely on the
ballot and financially healthy again,
it only seemed right to help our Lib-
ertarian brothers and sisters in Illi-
nois,” he said.

“I'm personally humbled by this
gesture,” said Scott Kohlhaas, execu-
tive director of the Illinois LP. “The
Libertarian Party of Illinois will never
forget the kindness shown to us by
the [North Carolina Libertarians].”

In mid-June, the Illinois LP
needed 6,000 signatures to finish its
drive. It has since finished petition-
ing, and is now facing a challenge
from the state Republican Party.

B TEXAS

Libertarian appointed to

development committee

A Little Elm Libertarian has been
selected by the local Chamber of Com-

merce to serve as its representative
on the town’s Economic Development
Committee.

On March 18, Robert West was
appointed to serve a two-year term
on the five-member board.

West, an LP candidate for state
representative, was selected after giv-
ing a speech to the Chamber of Com-
merce arguing against a sales tax that
would be used to fund additional mass
transit.

The mission of the committee is
to use about one-third of the city
budget to “promote economic growth
and attract new residents,” said West
— but he has different plans.

“I intend to see this committee
abolished and return its funding in
the form of a property tax cut to city
residents,” he said. “There is noth-
ing that the city could do to attract
more business and residents than a
33% cut in the property tax.”

B TEXAS

Polk Co. LP supports
Indian gambling rights

Charging the state government
with “raging hypocrisy,” Polk County
Libertarians have passed a resolution
decrying a judicial decision that will
close a local Indian casino.

On June 26, the county LP execu-
tive committee unanimously rejected
a federal court ruling that the Ala-
bama and Coushatta Tribes must close
their casino within 30 days to con-
form with Texas anti-gambling laws.

According to the resolution, the
local LP supports “the Alabama and
Coushatta tribes in their continued
legal and political battles against
those who would deny them their
equal right to freedom and economic
success.”

The ruling is especially egregious
because the state has legalized a lot-
tery and gambling on horse and dog
racing to raise revenue, noted Polk
County LP Chair Kris Overstreet.

“The state government comes into
this case as a raging hypocrite,” he
said. “The government likes gambling
just fine if they get a cut of the take.”

V7

”\ LIBERTARIAN EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:

S/ LP News Editor

he Libertarian Party is seeking a talented, experienced individual to take over
as editor of the party’s official monthly newspaper, LP News.

The ideal candidate will have a broad range of professional (or volunteer equivalent)
experience in every facet of newspaper production: Writing, editing, design, layout,
advertising, and dealing with printers. Candidates should have:

* A degree in journalism, English, or technical writing, or at least three years of
professional experience (or volunteer equivalent) in news writing.

* Experience as an editor of a regular publication — where you had the responsibility
for selecting stories, editing stories (for accuracy, completeness, and consistent style),
acquiring artwork and photographs, dealing with advertisers, and working on a deadline.

* Design and production experience with professional-level page layout programs (like
PageMaker, Quark, InDesign), and experience in publication design, preparing photo-
graphs, and designing advertisements.

Send resume, three samples of publications containing editing, design, and production
work, and writing samples to: Libertarian Party  ATTN: Steve Dasbach ¢ 2600 Virginia
Avenue, NW, Suite 100 » Washington, DC 20037. E-mail: SteveDasbach@hq.LP.org.
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LP joins group concerned’ about
FBI's new powers of surveillance
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: the U.S. Post Office, which he said infringed on individual liberty.

b

LG REVIE

The descent from Lliberty

M Locke, Jefferson and the Justices, by George M. Stephens.
Algora Publishing. Softbound. $21.95.

seesssense

Reviewed by Jonathan Trager
LP NEWS STAFF WRITER

Libertarian in present-day America is one heck of a
frustrated individual.

After all, Americans have a Constitution that limits
federal government power, a Bill of Rights that guarantees basic
freedoms, and a “don’t tread on me” Declaration of Independence.

Yet, a cursory glance at the political landscape in America
today reveals enough government programs, alphabet agencies, and
government-run institutions to leave a freedom-lover more than
slightly disillusioned. Just how did America’s limited government
turn into one that’s . . . not?

This is precisely the question that George M. Stephens seeks to
answer in his new book, Locke, Jefferson and the Justices.

In this scholarly work, Stephens, a contributor to the North
Carolina-based John Locke Foundation, convincingly details how
America departed from its libertarian roots — and how our nation
can regain its original identity.

According to Stephens, it’s all
pretty simple: Americans’ conception - KE J D
of government has changed. Whereas | *~ A::c Tt
people once believed government F’“_"‘m &
existed simply to protect private prop-
erty, today it is widely viewed as an
agency empowered to evoke “the public |
good” — whatever that might be. ‘

The author traces the foundations
of American politics to John Locke,
the English philosopher who first
theorized that government exists as
the guarantor of private property. In
the Lockean sense, “private property”
refers not only to a one’s land, money,
and physical products, but also to one’s opinions, person, and faculties.

This idea of government as property protector was enshrined  :
in Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence. The statement :
that government exists to secure “life, liberty and the pursuit of
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happiness” clearly is Lockean in nature.

Despite random bouts with the Federalists and others who
argued for more centralized government control, the Jeffersonian
vision of limited government largely prevailed throughout the 19th :
century, argues Stephens.

But with the Progressive Era near the turn of the 20th century :
came a “swing away from Lockean rights” — largely because of the
U.S. Supreme Court. Stephens shows how the high court went
beyond merely honoring private contracts when rendering its
decisions to actively promoting the “welfare” of the citizenry.

For example, Stephens cites the groundbreaking case of
Lochner vs. New York (1905). Lochner, a bakery owner, was
convicted of violating a state law that limited bakeries to a 60-
hour workweek. He appealed to the Supreme Court, saying the law
violated his freedom. The government argued the law was valid
because it protected worker health.

In a near 180-degree reversal from its earlier stances, the court
upheld the conviction, saying: “It is to the interest of the State
that its population should be strong and robust, and therefore any
legislation which may be said to make people healthy must be valid
as health laws.” :

The lone dissenter: Oliver Wendell Holmes, a libertarian.
Holmes not only excoriated the other justices for their decision,
but derided other government activities such as school laws and

®seccscsccscsssssssssssenss

Unfortunately, Holmes was a dying breed. After Franklin 5

: Roosevelt's New Deal, Stephens documents how it became common- *

- place for Supreme Court justices to engage in judicial activism.

. and academic. Stephens is a former professor of economics at North
: Carolina State University, after all.

. considerable depth of scholarship. And at about 200 pages, it is a
. concise explanation of how America has morphed from the Land of
: the Free to the Land of the Governed.

At times, I found the writing in the book to be somewhat dry

sssescccns

However, the academic nature of the book also represents

DR

he Libertarian Party has co-
T signed a letter to Congress ex-

pressing concern that new FBI
surveillance standards may spawn a
“campaign against lawful dissent and
religious expression.”

The letter, drafted by the Free
Congress Foundation (FCF), was
signed by LP Executive Director Steve
Dasbach and sent to the U.S. House
of Representatives’ Judiciary Commit-
tee on May 18.

The party signed the letter —
which was endorsed by a broad coali-
tion of conservative, religious, and
libertarian organizations — because
Libertarians are always concerned
when the government expands its
powers of surveillance, said Dasbach.

“Since September 11, the federal
government has dramatically in-
creased its power to monitor inno-
cent Americans,” he said. “As impor-
tant as the fight against terrorism is,
the government must understand
that this fight does not give it the
power to violate the Bill of Rights,
conduct illegal searches, or infringe
on basic civil liberties.”

Monitor public meetings

The Free Congress Foundation
drafted the letter after Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft announced new
guidelines which allow the Federal
Bureau of Investigations to monitor
public meetings, Internet sites, and
religious events without evidence
that a specific crime had been com-
mitted.

Ashcroft said the powers were
needed to help the agency fight ter-
rorism in the post-September 11 en-
vironment.

However, the Free Congress
Foundation’s letter charged that the
new guidelines gave too much power
to federal law enforcement agencies
which have a questionable track
record of respecting civil liberties.

“During the previous administra-
tion, the American people witnessed
an FBI that routinely overstepped the
boundaries of its authority by erod-
ing Fourth Amendment protections
against unreasonable search and sei-
zure,” said the letter, which was
signed by FCF Vice President for
Policy, Lisa Dean.

“Under Attorney General Reno,
the FBI targeted religious groups as
well as pro-life and pro-Second
Amendment organizations and la-
beled them as likely to commit acts
of terror. That created a mindset
within the agency that those who
previously have stood for American
ideals, are now seen as potential ter-

New even lower
long distance rates.
Mention: CA LP #154

www.earthtel.com/libertarians

I Call 1-800-458-5763

WE ARE CONCERNED

— Lisa Dean

rorists. Unfortunately, even under a
new administration, the same
mindset exists within the FBL.”
While the federal government
should work to prevent another ter-
rorist attack on America, tossing out
“Constitutional rights must not be the
way to proceed,” said the letter. “The
First and Fourth Amendments and the

system of checks and balances estab-
lished in our Constitution should not
be undermined. We are concerned
that lowering the surveillance stan-
dards would cause such a system of
checks and balances to implode.”

Religious Freedom Coalition

In addition to the Libertarian
Party, the letter was signed by the
Religious Freedom Coalition, the As-
sociation of American Physicians &
Surgeons, Gun Owners of America, the
Arab American Institute, the Family
Research Council, CatholicVote.org,
and other groups.

Before Ashcroft’s policy change on
May 30, FBI agents were prohibited
from conducting public surveillance.
The regulations had been in place
since 1976, after it was revealed that
the FBI had routinely spied on anti-
Vietnam War and civil-rights groups
during the 1960s and 1970s.

P.O. Box 1509

Or visit our web site at:
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GOVERNOR

Ed is a Libertarian candidate with a rapidly growing
grassroots organization, fantastic name recognition, the
experience of having won election as Mayor, better polling
numbers than Jesse Ventura had in Minnesota this early, and
great media coverage giving him the chance to get our smaller
government message out—if not win the election.

Please support this high profile effort for liberty!

To contribute, send your check or money order to:
Friends for Ed Thompson

Tomah, WI 54660-1509

www.EdThompson.com

« Corporate contributions are not allowed under Wisconsin law.
+ Wisconsin allows each individual to contribute up to $10,000.
« State law requires that we ask your occupation and employer.

Paid for by Friends for Ed Thompson, Verna Mashin, Treasurer.

for Wisconsin
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Why Should You Donate to Carla Howell’s
Libertarian Campign for Govenr?

A crowd of 40,000 cheers Carla Howell at the MassCann rally in Boston, Massachusetts.

The core 10% of
Carla Howell’s volunteer
campaign team

‘ & TV News Reporters regularly interview Carla Howell

r--— " -_------—--_--—-1
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| small government is beautiful" — : at 0 i 620 8 iltio 4 I 6 ways Carla Howell
er:
carlahowell ;.30 3y Works for You
I o : 2 G HD plsc?"frﬂ? \l:isa“ s Q A{r;Ex : | L I?I%r(l}a Tlréolv\\;ell draws Boston ABC, CBS &
I ere s my c ~I.CC &4 arla riowe or Governor, ou may onate ews.
I ib ertarian for Governor up to $500 in 2002. And so may your spouse. : 2. Carla Howell earns Front Page Coverage on
i I Sunday Boston Globe, MetroWest Daily
NAME CREDIT CARD # News, Herald News and more.
| I 3. Carla Howell: stunning Libertarian speaker.
| AppRESS SIGNATURE EXPIRATION DATE I 4. Carla Howell attracts large crowds.
| ; I 5. Carla Howell recruits and mobilizes hard-
J STATE ap OCCUPATION EMELOYER I working Libertarian campaign volunteers.
s i I 6. Carla Howell boldly and persuasively
l Mail to: Carla Howell for Governor ¢ 6 Goodman Lane ® Wayland, MA 01778 * We are forbidden from accepting money orders or | Presents ourslhantarian messape;

cash donations over $50 per year. We are prohibited from accepting any debit card donations. Massachusetts requires us to report the I Pl ease d on at e g enerous l y
)

name and address of all contributors, and also request the occupation and employer of individuals whose contributions total $200 or I d
SO we can ao more.

l more a year. Paid for by Carla Howell for Governor: William Pacheco, Treasurer. www.carlahowell.org
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Each month, “The Issues” will highlight several
recent Libertarian Party press releases. To get the complete text of all
press releases issued by the LP, send a message to “announce-
request@lp.org” with the word “subscribe” in the subject line.

Homeland Security Dept. is false promise

mericans who believe that a Cabinet-level Department of
A Homeland Security will make the nation safer are being naive,
Libertarians say.

“We challenge every American to name one government agency
that has solved the problem for which it was created,” said Steve
Dasbach, Libertarian Party executive director.

The Department of Homeland Security, announced by President
Bush in June, would be the third-largest Cabinet agency, with a
budget of $38 billion and 170,000 employees. The goal of the

“seesessssssssesnnsssse

mammoth department, Bush said, is “securing the American homeland :

and protecting the American people.”

“Libertarians are 100% behind Mr. Bush’s goal,” said Dasbach. “But
anyone who believes that another huge bureaucracy will protect America
is being naive. The landscape of Washington, DC is littered with gar-
gantuan government agencies that do nothing but suck billions of
dollars out of the private economy while performing no useful function.”

For example, “The Education Department hasn't improved educa-
tion, the Housing Department has produced only slums, and the Labor
Department has never created a job,” he said.

“Yes, it would be nice if the Dept. of Homeland Security proved to
be the exception to the rule. But there’s no reason to believe it will be
— especially since most of the employees will be bureaucrats shuffled
in from other agencies that failed to prevent 9/11 in' the first place.”

Hookers or terrorists? FBI makes wrong call

ere’s one question Congress should ask as it investigates
H whether U.S. intelligence lapses contributed to the September

11 terrorist attack, Libertarians say: Why were a dozen FBI
agents investigating a brothel in New Orleans on the same day that
terrorists crashed airliners into the World Trade Center?

“It’s clear that the FBI has been practicing unsafe sex on the
taxpayer's dime,” said Steve Dasbach. “Americans are less safe every
minute law enforcement spends investigating ‘crimes’ like prostitution
instead of tracking down terrorists and other violent criminals.”

In an unusual federal prostitution case that set New Orleans abuzz,
the FBI is prosecuting a mother-daughter team who ran a bordello in
the French Quarter. The agency revealed in mid-June that an FBI
undercover team had eavesdropped on more than 5,000 phone calls to
the brothel over the past year.

The most shocking bit of information to emerge: On September 11,
the day terrorists commandeered four airliners and crashed them into
the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, FBI agents were eavesdrop-
ping as hookers arranged sexual liaisons. Even worse, agents continued
monitoring the brothel after the 9/11 attacks, Dasbach noted.

“At a time when terrorists are planning further attacks on
Americans, deploying even one agent to spy on hookers is a threat to
national security,” he said.

Congress, stay out of jumbo flyer debate

he American Obesity Association should drop its complaint
Tagainst a Southwest Airlines policy of charging overweight

passengers for an extra seat, Libertarians say, because it flies in
the face of common sense.

“This threatened lawsuit is ridiculous,” said Steve Dasbach. “Why
shouldn’t a business be able to charge customers more money if they
use more of a particular product?”

Southwest Airlines came under fire for its policy of charging
“jumbo” flyers for two seats in June, when the airline said it had
stepped-up enforcement of its policy in response to complaints that
obese passengers were making things “uncomfortable” for other flyers.

Miriam Berg, president of the Council on Size & Weight Discrimina-
tion, said, “If a person takes up more than one seat, that’s not the
problem of the person, that's the problem of the seat.”

But if Congress gets involved — and prohibits airlines from
charging overweight people for two seats — what’s next?

B Should restaurants be forced to fork over “super-sized” portions
of food to overweight people, at no extra charge?

M Should bars be prohibited from charging customers for a second,
third, or fourth drink if they they can't stop drinking?

M Should it be illegal for a home-builder to charge large families
more money because they need a bigger house?

“Common sense dictates that companies can't have a one-size-fits-
all pricing policy,” Dasbach said. “But when has common sense ever
stopped Big Government from throwing its weight around?”
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Mass. Libertarians pass final
hurdle for tax repeal measure

assachusetts Libertarians
M have filed a final batch of

signatures to qualify for the
ballot an initiative to abolish the
state income tax — setting up a ti-
tanic political battle this fall over the
fate of $9 billion in taxpayers’ money.

On June 28, the secretary of state
in Boston certified that 12,500 valid
signatures had been submitted by the
Committee for Small Government,
which is spearheading the effort. In
this final stage of the qualification
process, just over 9,500 signatures
were required to place the initiative
on the ballot.

When Massachusetts citizens step
into the voting booth on November
5, they will have the power to elimi-
nate the state’s current 5% tax on
wages, the 5% tax on interest and
dividends, and the up-to-12% tax on
capital gains, said Carla Howell, the
head of the Committee for Small Gov-
ernment (CSG) and the Libertarian
Party’s candidate for governor.

Largest tax cut

“The voters of Massachusetts will
finally have a chance to vote them-
selves the largest tax cut in Massa-
chusetts history,” she said.

If passed, the initiative will save
$3,000 per year for the average Mas-
sachusetts taxpayer, and slash state
government revenues by $9 billion
per year.

The initiative has already been
criticized by politicians and some

B Committee for Small Govern-
ment head Carla Howell: “The
voters will finally have a chance
to vote themselves the largest tax
cut in Massachusetts history.”

journalists, who said the initiative
could cripple state government.

Howell disagreed. The initiative
will merely “downsize state govern-
ment spending from today’s bloated
$23 billion to a more modest $14 bil-
lion,” she said.

To counter the growing drumbeat
of opposition, Howell said the CSG
will now work to educate voters about
the need to pass the measure, which
has been dubbed the “Small Govern-
ment Act.”

Step one will be Liberty Direct —
a plan to have hundreds of volun-

teers distribute 1 million copies of a
“9 Common Sense Reasons to End the
Income Tax” flier to voters, she said.
Step two will be to run hundreds
of thousands of dollars worth of ra-
dio and TV ads, promoting the Small
Government Act. The ads will focus
on the economic benefits of the ini-
tiative, said Howell.

If passed, the measure will “cre-
ate 300,000 to 500,000 new jobs in
Massachusetts,” she said. It will “put
$9 billion back into our local econo-
mies — and get it out of the hands
of the politicians on Beacon Hill.”

Howell said she will also promote
the initiative in her campaign for
governor, and Michael Cloud will tout
it in his campaign for U.S. Senate.

Write argument

In addition, Howell and Cloud will
write the arqument in favor of the
Small Government Act for the Massa-
chusetts Voter's Guide, which will be
mailed to the state’s 4 million regis-
tered voters.

Now that the signature-gathering
portion of the effort is over, Howell
said she was grateful to everyone who
donated money or volunteered to
help to put the initiative over the top.

“I'm thrilled that the Boston me-
dia, the legislature, and big govern-
ment special interest groups couldn’t
stop us,” she said. “And I'm excited
that for the first time in LP history, a
plank of our Libertarian platform will
go directly before the voters.”

apply to him or his act(s).

platform in South Dakota!

Amendment A will let an accused person argue
in court that the law under which he is charged
lacks merit or validity, and therefore should not

Juries will soon begin acquitting (or hanging)
in trials where the law is unpopular, which is the
case with most political/victimless crime laws, or
laws which serve special interests.

When juries quit enforcing a law, it usually gets
repealed. Passing "A" will therefore be like
enacting much of the national Libertarian Party

Amendment A needs a -
‘Ticket +0 Ride’
Yo Victory!

Can all four rock s¥rars pe wrong? No!
It's already on the ballot!

All it needs is a majority vote. What it will
take to get a majority vote is more money to
promote its passage.

Please, "RUSHMORE" money to A's sponsor:

Justice Unlimited

HC 89 Box 184-A ¥ Hermosa SD 57744
1-877-687-5297 (toll-free)

Or visit www.CommonSenseJustice.Us

Thank You!!
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Finally, the book that will change the

way your friends view Libertarianism.

“A well articulated and very positive description
of what will happen when we return to the
Jfundamental and eternally valid principles upon

which this county was founded.”
Ron Paul, U.S. Congressman, Texas

“Remembering what America was yesterday
strengthens the foundation we stand on today.
Cleveland and Noyes have recaptured the passion
and vision of our Founding Fathers....

Gary E. Johnson, Governor of the State of

New Mexico e : l | qf‘
“What a joy to discover a new breed of politicians
that want to expand our freedoms, enliven
communities AND save our environment.

@
Hallelujah!”
Jennifer Read Hawthorne, Co-author: Chicken
Soup for the Woman’s Soul

“If you care about this country and its potential
read this book! Have conversations you have
never had, feel hope that you have never felt....”

Kara Anastasio, U.S. Congressional Caﬁdidate, A RETURN TG GOVERN MENT

Democrat, 7th District Ohio

“This book lays out a game plan that will restore b th l
our environment and change our country forever.” .)/ e 80 e
David A. Kidd, Founder of American Free Tree

Program, (Planted 12 million trees) Independent
candidate for Ohio House District 52

2

CLype J. CLEvetann
Eowarn F. Noves 1. D

“Intelligent, articulate, compassionate...promoting
sovereignty and freedom, built on a foundation of
love. A far cry from the top down federal
government that is the best money can buy.”

Jeff Hutner, Writer, Producer, and Director of
“Practical Visionaries”

Libertarian candidate Libertarian candidate for : O rd er N oW
or Governor of lowa, T Attorney General of lowa. & :
BPE MUVERROL P8 gy online at : www.clevelandforgovernor.org

entrepreneur, ecologist. a . small town lawyer,
Or send check or money order to:  Professional Services Inc.

public speaker, and environmentalist, wildlife
. i jing % : s - lease make checks payable to Puremark Inc. 102 South Maple St

political historian. In L biologist, constitutional P

kil ‘ € Fairfield, IA 52556

address

' 1986, he was named : visionary, developer of $20
- o % X =
“The first socially ; Community Empowerment. ] name
conscious venture Rediscovering our Unlimited

i & = pRERS S &H =$3.00
capitalist in America - Resources.™ cable T.V. show.
Clyde J. Cleveland Edward F. Noyes Total =
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Convention '02: ‘Im

Continued from Page 1
and Insight magazine sent reporters
to cover the convention.

M Radio stations WPZZ (India-
napolis), WKBV (Richmond, Indiana),
WIBC (Indianapolis), and the Metro
Networks (heard on about 1,000 sta-
tions across the USA) either did
broadcasts from the convention or
phone-in interviews.

In one of the most moving mo-
ments at the convention, three de-
ceased Libertarians were honored with
the party’s highest volunteer awards.

On Saturday, by acclamation:

M Richard Pearl, Sr. was given the
Sam Adams Award as best Libertar-
ian Party activist. Pearl, the former
State Chair of the Tennessee LP who
died of lung cancer in 2002, was
lauded for spearheading the LP's suc-
cessful campaign against a state in-
come tax.

B Bruce Baechler was honored
with the Thomas Paine Award as best
Libertarian Party communicator.
Baechler, who died in a car crash in
2000, was a past State Chair of the
Texas LP, a campaign manager, and
frequent ballot access petitioner.

M John Perry was honored with

the Thomas Jefferson Award for Life-
time Achievement. Perry, a New York
City policeman, was killed in the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attack on the
World Trade Center when he tried to
rescue people from the blazing build-
ing.
Most of the official business of the
convention took place in the enor-
mous Sagamore Ballroom in the Con-
vention Center. The main stage was
flanked by twin banners of the Ameri-
can flag and the party’s Statue of Lib-
erty logo — as well as massive pro-
jection screens that broadcast close-
ups of all the speakers.

Stretching to the back of the con-
vention hall were row after row of
white table-clothed tables for del-
egates — each one piled high with
campaign posters, promotional fliers
from Exhibit Hall vendors, invitations
to hospitality suites, and handbills
passionately lobbying for Platform
changes — under a forest of vertical
signs identifying each state delega-
tion.

Most important vote

In the most important vote of the
convention, Geoff Neale was elected
new national chair. He replaced Jim
Lark, who did not run for re-election.

Neale finished in first place after
the first ballot with 45.8% of the vote,
ahead of Massachusetts LP State Chair
Eli Israel (31.2%) and Massachusetts
activist George Phillies (21.6%). Other
options, including NOTA, won 1.4%.

In a surprise move, Israel with-
drew from the race after the first bal-
lot and encouraged his supporters to
“stand behind Geoff Neale” in the
name of party unity.

Neale sealed his win with a sec-
ond-ballot victory over NOTA (None
0f The Above) on a voice vote.

In his acceptance speech, Neale
told delegates that it is “time to move
forward. It's time to put the divisions

B LNC member Michael “MG” Gil-
son de Lemos checks in at the con-
vention registration booth, helped
by volunteer Lisa Stronawski.

behind us. It's time to build. Time to
heal. Please join me.”

As chair, Neale vowed to provide
honest, open, and ethical leadership;
furnish more tools for affiliate par-
ties, candidates, and activists; and
deliver sustainable, quality LP growth
at all levels.

In other officer elections, Indiana
activist Ken Bisson was re-elected
vice chair, narrowly beating Maryland
challenger Steve Boone, 260-238.

Steve Givot from Colorado hand-
ily beat Carol Moore of Washington,
DC, 349-147 in the race for secretary,
while incumbent Deryl Martin of Ten-
nessee was re-elected treasurer by
voice vote against NOTA.

In Platform debate on Thursday
and Friday, delegates approved a new
“Executive Summary” for the Plat-
form, which added a one-sentence
overview of the party’s position on

M Futurist and science fiction

author David Brin tells Liber-
tarians they need a “new product”
— such as a broader distrust of
authority — to convince more
voters to support them.

portant work got done’

M Outgoing LP Chair Jim Lark, who ran the day-to-day business of the
convention, looks out over the broad sweep of the main hall.

each major political issue.

Delegates also gave the Platform
Committee permission to create a new
standard format for each Platform
plank: A one-sentence summary, ad-
ditional discussion of the issue, pro-
posed solutions, and statements de-
tailing party action on the issue.

“These alterations represent his-
toric changes to our method of com-
municating the principles that define
us,” said Platform Committee Chair
Mike Dixon. “We have given our can-
didates a new tool in the form of the
executive summary.”

Also, for the first time, delegates
approved a plank endorsing propor-
tional voting and condemning gerry-
mandered districts. They also deleted
a past call for the abolition of the
Central Intelligence Agency and the
National Security Agency; opposed
the Cabinet-level Department of
Homeland Security; and called for the
repeal of the USA/Patriot Act of 2001.

Birthday party
The convention was interrupted

for a birthday party on Friday night,
as delegates belatedly celebrated the
30th anniversary of the founding of
the LP. After a lighthearted presen-
tation by Bill Clinton impersonator
Damian Mason and a more somber
speech by LP founder David Nolan,
delegates marked the historic occa-
sion by devouring yellow birthday
cake with vanilla icing.

On an equally festive note, about
400 delegates attended the gala ban-
quet on Saturday night, and ap-
plauded as Cato Institute President
Ed Crane was presented with the
Champion of Liberty Award for his
role in founding the influential think
tank, and for his leadership in the
LP’s early days.

In a gracious acceptance speech,
Crane said, “There is only one party
that cares about the essence of
America, and I'm very proud to ac-
cept an award from that party this
evening.”

In between business, debates, and
elections, delegates also heard from
a variety of speakers, including:

M Colorado Libertarian Sheriff Bill
Masters. In his keynote speech, Mas-
ters said the War on Drugs “tarnishes
the badge” of law enforcement while
making Americans more vulnerable to
vicious criminals and terrorists.

M David Brin, the author of the
award-winning non-fiction book, The
Transparent Society. In a challenging
speech, Brin urged Libertarians to
broaden their anti-government mes-
sage to include suspicion of all author-
ity. “You need to make a new prod-
uct and sell it to the people,” he said.

B New Mexico Governor Gary
Johnson. The two-term Republican
blasted Drug Prohibition, saying it “is
tearing this country apart.” In addi-
tion, he applauded Libertarians for
“what you've done for this country.”

B Otto Guevara, presidential can-
didate of Costa Rica’s Movimiento
Libertario. Noting that his party
elected six Libertarians to the na-
tional legislature a few months ago,
Guevara said, “To win the intellec-
tual argument, Libertarians must ex-
pose socialism, and the war, injus-
tice, and poverty it brings about.”

M Congressman Ron Paul (R-TX).
Paul charged that most of the anti-
terrorism legislation passed since
September 11 was politically moti-
vated, “to see who will take control
of Congress in the next election cycle.
I think it’s time they care about some-
thing more — our personal liberties.”

A success

While attendance in Indianapolis
was lower than expected — which
Dasbach said seemed to be a result of
the poor economy and the lack of the
excitement found at a presidential
nomination convention — the con-
sensus among delegates was that the
party’s 18th national convention was
a success.

“My sense is that delegates feel
important work got done,” he said.
“Also, they feel the party will rally
behind new Chair Geoff Neale. That
there’s a lot of enthusiasm about can-
didates like Ed Thompson in Wiscon-
sin. And that we came out of this
convention with real momentum.”
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In tense race that goes to second ballot,
Geoff Neale is elected new national chair

exas Libertarian Geoff Neale has

been elected as the new na-

tional chair of the Libertarian
Party in a race that had everything:
An inconclusive first ballot, an un-
expected concession, and a misty-
eyed plea for unity at the end.

In the climax to almost a year of
electioneering — and following three
days of frenzied campaign activity at
the convention — Neale was elected
to the party’s highest office on the
second ballot on Saturday, July 6.

He defeated Massachusetts State
Chair Eli Israel and Massachusetts lo-
cal activist George Phillies.

In his acceptance speech, an emo-
tional Neale told delegates, “It’s time
to move forward. It's time to put the
divisions behind us. It's time to build.
Time to heal. Please join me.”

Neale, 47, will serve as the head
of the Libertarian National Commit-
tee for a two-year term. But his road
to victory took him through the hard-
est-fought race for national chair
since 1985.

After a three-way debate between
the candidates on Friday night —
which was lauded by delegates for its
courtesy, vision, and humor — state
delegations finally cast their ballots
on Saturday morning.

Neale fell short of a first-ballot
win, garnering 45.8% of the vote (261

votes). Israel won 31.2% (178 votes),
while Phillies trailed with 21.6% (123

votes). None of the above (NOTA),
abstentions, and others earned 1.4%.

Because party bylaws require a
candidate to win a majority, the race
appeared headed to a second ballot.
Phillies, the third-place candidate,
would be knocked out of the running.

However, Israel stunned the audi-
ence by taking the podium and con-
ceding.

Stand behind Neale

“Ilove the Libertarian Party and I
hope now that I'm going to prove it,”
he said. “Party unity is very impor-
tant to me. Therefore, I withdraw my
candidacy at this time and I ask all
who voted for me to stand behind
Geoff Neale.”

Neale bounded on stage to shake
Israel’s hand, and Israel left to a
standing ovation.

After debate over proper parlia-
mentary procedure, Neale defeated
NOTA on a voice vote to seal his vic-
tory on the second ballot.

In his acceptance speech, Neale
said that he had attended nine na-
tional conventions, and that the last
time a race for national chair had
gone to multiple ballots was in 1985.

“Competition brings out valuable
qualities in individuals,” he said. “I'm
a much better candidate today.”

Beginner’s
Introduction

“It’s the best for new libertarians!”
~ KEN SCHOOLAND

Send $6.95 (includes postage) to:

= THE 2002 LIBERTARIAN

Later, Neale said the significance
of his win was finally sinking in.

“It's overwhelming and humbling
to think of the confidence the del-
egates chose to put in me,” he said.
“I feel a renewed sense of obligation
to serve to the best of my ability.”

As chair, Neale said one of his top
priorities will be to offer “enhance-
ment” training to LP candidates.

“The goal is to give our candidates
feedback on how they present them-
selves to the electorate,” he said. “I
think these sessions will greatly aid
our candidates.”

A software company president in
Houston, Texas, Neale has served four
terms on the LNC. He served as State
Chair of the Texas LP, 1998-2002.
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B New LP national Chair Geoff Neale (left) shakes hands with chal-
lenger Eli Israel after Israel’s unexpected concession speech.

SIL, Box 10224, Rochester NY 14610

Help us prevent the "next”
President Kennedy

In 2002, one gubernatorial campaign will likely stand out in media coverage far above any other--Maryland. The current Lt. Governor,
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, daughter of the late Sen. Robert Kennedy, is all but guaranteed the Democratic nomination for governor.
She's the first female Kennedy to run for a high office in a long while.

And the American media is eagerly gobbling up every sound bite! On the day she announced her candidacy, she was front-page news in
most of the major media outlets. She was above the fold in USA Today, mentioned in a recent Parade magazine article, and gushed
about on major news networks, such as ABC, touting her as a possible front-runner for "the first woman president.”

After seeing her in action for the last 8 years, we hope not!

Can we as Libertarians let this happen without a fight? NO. The policies and precedents set by the Democrats have decimated many of
our freedoms and liberties. Her candidacy, she hopes, will be a stepping stone to the Oval Office. Both taxes and gun control have been
greatly stepped up in Maryland during her term of office. Can you see this happen nationwide?

The other alternative is no better. Republican Congressman Bob Ehrlich, the expected GOP nominee, calls himself a conservative, but
doesn't seem to vote like one. He has consistently voted against protecting our freedoms in the House, such as voting for the Lautenberg
Amendment and the National ID when it came up. He also admits to liking many of the programs the Democrats have enacted, including
"smart growth" which tramples property rights.

Can we as Libertarians really let this election go by without having a voice of freedom in it? NO.

Spear Lancaster is fighting for all Marylanders, and can articulately deliver the Libertarian message. You'll be able to see and hear him on
Friday afternoon at the National Convention. He has sold his full-time business and devoted the rest of his life to work on regaining our
lost freedoms. He can play a role in this election, but he won't be as effective without financial support from Libertarians from all across
this nation. His race will also guarantee ballot access for the immediate future and hold LP registration gains for the long-term.

We cannot afford *not* to be a factor in this election. With all the media attention that will focus on this race and its Kennedy factor, we
will have a tremendous opportunity to get our message across. Just imagine, Mrs. Townsend losing because of a Libertarian "spoiler." Or
better yet, having Spear beat out "KKT" and finally put an end to her aspirations.

Can it happen? Sure. Many Marylanders decry both choices, and no other political party will offer a candidate. Almost anything is
possible. Having such a major effect can't be done without out your financial support. Both sides have raised millions of dollars and we
need to be able to conduct various events to become an effective participant in the campaign. There are many LP races that need your
support this cycle, but few have the opportunity to be mentioned nationwide as much as Spear's campaign in Maryland.

The campaign has already begun novel ways of reaching voters. In May, we had a small plane with aerial advertising flying over Pimlico
Race Course just before the Preakness (second leg of horse racing's Triple Crown) and our campaign was a sponsor of HF Stival, the
largest youth music festival in the region. The "Battered Voter" ad will likely hit the state's airwaves hard in the fall. But this all comes at a
cost and we need financing to continue the media onslaught.

Your help today will allow us to finish getting the signatures to reach the ballot. Our deadline is August 5, and we're two-thirds of the way
towards the signatures we need. We will continue to reach out to Maryland's voters with your help. And, with your help, we can help
prevent *this* potential President Kennedy!

spear '—“ (1$2,000 Name:
Lancaster 018 750
2 1 $ 250

1§75
[1$25

[J $ 4,000
1% 1,000
[ § 500
18§ 100
1§50

[J Other:

Donate to: Friends of Spear Lancaster » P.O. Box 42312 *» Towson, Maryland 21284 - Please Note: Maryland law limits individual contributions to the
campaign to $4,000 and prohibits cash or money order contributions over $100. Maryland law requires that we record the name and address of each
contributor donating to the campaign. LP0802

Visit our

Website: Address:

Maryland Governor in 2

www.spear2002.org

City: State: Zip:

Authorized and paid for by Friends of Spear Lancaster

Steven Boone, Chairman Credit Card donations can be made on our website.
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Old faces, new faces voted onto Nahonal Committee

elegates added a few fresh

D faces to the Libertarian Na-

tional Committee (LNC) at the

national convention in Indianapolis,

while returning a number of incum-

bents to office for additional two-year
terms.

In elections on July 6, Indiana
activist Ken Bisson was re-elected as
vice chair, narrowly defeating Mary-
land challenger Steve Boone, 260-
238.

“I'm grateful to all the members
for giving me another chance on the
LNC,” said Bisson. “My goal will be
to assist our new chairman, Geoff
Neale, whenever it is approprate. I
was very impressed with the effi-
ciency with which he ran his first LNC
meeting.”

In the race for party secretary,
incumbent Steve Givot from Colorado
handily beat Carol Moore of Washing-
ton, DC, 349-147.

“I appreciate the continued sup-
port of our membership for my ef-
forts as party secretary,” said Givot.
“My top priority will be completing

~, THE 2002 LIBERTARIAN

the work of the governance task force
under the strategic plan.”

For the position of treasurer, in-
cumbent Deryl Martin of Tennessee
was re-elected by voice vote against
NOTA (None Of The Above).

On July 7, delegates elected five
LNC At-Large Representatives from a
packed field of 11 candidates.

Retained incumbents

Delegates voted to retain incum-
bents Mike Dixon (Arizona) and Don
Gorman (New Hampshire), while
electing newcomers Bette Rose Ryan
(Colorado), R. Lee Wrights (North
Carolina), and Austin Hough (Illi-
nois).

Falling short in the At-Large bal-
loting were Al Anders (Alaska), Aaron
Starr (California), Starchild (Califor-
nia), Dan Karlan (New Jersey), Sam
Goldstein (Indiana), and Richard

M LP Vice Chair Ken Bisson:
“Grateful to all the members for
giving me another chance.”

Freedman (Massachusetts).
Delegates in regional caucuses

also chose nine Regional Represen-

tatives for the LNC, returning six in-

Delegates make ‘historic’ changes,
additions to Libertarian Platform

New executive summary,
support for proportional
representation get added

he Libertarian Party Platform
Temerged with “historic changes”

from the 2002 LP national con-
vention in Indianapolis, Indiana —
including a new executive summary
and support for proportional repre-
sentative voting.

In addition, modifications to the
Platform were adopted in the areas
of military policy, internal security,
and colonialism.

During debate and voting on July
4 and 5, two “significant” structural
resolutions were passed, said Platform
Committee Chair Mike Dixon: One
added an executive summary, and
another will revise the future format
of each Platform plank, without al-
tering the ideological content.

A new tool

“We have given our candidates a
new tool in the form of the execu-
tive summary,” he said. “These alter-
ations represent historic changes to
our method of communicating the
principles that define us as a politi-
cal party.”

The new executive summary gives
a one-sentence overview of the
party’s position on each plank. It will
be inserted after the Statement of
Principles and before the body of the
Platform.

For example, the summary of the
Energy plank states: “We oppose all
government control of energy pric-
ing, allocation, and production.”

The Platform Committee was also

B Doug Scribner (left), a California LP activist, videotapes delegates as
they participate in a standing count of votes during Platform debate.

given permission by delegates to fi-
nalize a new standard format for each
Platform plank by October 1, 2003.

There was “considerable senti-
ment” from Platform Committee
members that each plank should con-
tain a one-sentence summary, discus-
sion of the issue, proposed solutions,
and statements detailing what the
party has already done on the issue,
said Dixon.

The completed reformatting pro-
posal will be presented to the next
Platform Committee for consideration
at the 2004 national convention.

Delegates also had the opportu-
nity to vote — yes or no — whether

to retain the current planks in the
Platform. All 61 planks were retained,
with votes in the affirmative rang-
ing from a high of 73% for the “Free-
dom and Responsibility” plank to a
low of 53.4% for the “Women’s Rights
and Abortion” Plank.

After the retention vote, delegates
voted to make changes to several
planks:

M Language in the Military Policy
plank advocating the elimination of
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM)
treaty was dropped because the treaty
has already been rejected by the U.S.
government. The plank continues to

See PLATFORM Page 19

M Jowa’s Mark Nelson (Region 8:
IA, IL, XS, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD, WI).

Elected to the Libertarian National
Committee for the first time were:

M Arizona’s George Squyres (Re-
gion 2).

M Maine’s Mark Cenci (Region 6:
CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT).

B Tennessee’s Steve Trinward (Re-

gion 7: AR, LA, MS, NM, NV, OK, TN,
M Secretary TX).
Steve Givot: Alternates are: Mike Fellows (Re-
Will work on  gion 1), Mark Hinkle and Scott
Strategic Plan. Lieberman (Region 2), Jeff Zweber
(Region 3), Sean Haugh (Region 4),
Fred Childress (Region 5), Bonnie
Scott (Region 6), Tim Hagan (Region
7), and Bob Sullentrup (Region 8).

M Deryl Martin:
Re-elected as

Treasurer with
no opposition.

cumbents to office in the process.
Re-elected to the LNC were:
M Alaska’s Ed Hoch, (Region 1:

AK, CO, ID, MT, OR, UT, WA, WY).

Judicial Committee

Seven candidates were elected to
the Judicial Committee by acclama-
tion: Committee Chair Dean Ahmad
(Maryland), Greg Clark (Washington),
Rock Howard (Texas), Tom Knapp
(Missouri), Richard Moroney (Iowa),
David Nolan (California), and Blay
Tarnoff (New York).

M California’s Joe Dehn (Region 2:
AZ, CA, HI).

M Indiana’s Mark Rutherford (Re-
gion 3: IN, KY, MI, OH).

M Florida’s Michael “MG” Gilson de
Lemos (Region 4: AL, FL, GA, NC, SC).

M Maryland’s Lorenzo Gaztanaga
(Region 5: DC, DE,-MD, NJ, PA, VA,
Wv).

From the author of Healing Our World...
Short Answers

TO THE

Tough Questions

Inspired by Dr. Ruwart’s Internet”
column at the Advocates Website (www.self-gov.org)

Score a libertarian victory with the voters, press,
friends, and family by explaining how liberty works —
in 30 to 60 seconds!

Topics include: Roads, restitution, children’s
rights, environment, animal rights, national defense,
drugs, gun control, assisted suicide, discrimination,
abortion, poverty, education, and more!

Written by long-time libertarian activist,
Dr. Mary J. Ruwart, veteran of two dozen
campaigns! Dr. Ruwart has been a con-
tender for the LP vice-presidential and
presidential nomination, has served on the
Platform Committee, and is a National
Committee Alternate Member.

Unconditionally guaranteed!

“Sound Bites for Libertarians!”

Please rush me Short Answers to the Tough Questions.
QI enclose $32 Now only $10.00! Plus $2 (s&h)

(Total = $12). Or: I'll pay by 1 Visa 1 Mastercard

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Acct. #

Signature (for credit card):

Mail to: SunStar Press, PO Box 50342, Kalamazoo, MI 49005
Telephone: 1-877-384-8751
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FREEDMAN

A LETTER FROM ILANA
TO LIBERTARIANS EVERYWHERE

| am the one candidate whose thorough preparation for the race
and dogged determination to win are going to make this one of the

most surprising races in 2002/

Dear Friends:

As you know, | am running for US Congress against
Democratic incumbent Marty Meehan in Massachusetts.

Many people have asked me why | have chosen such a
difficult race, and why | think | can win. This is what | tell
them:

Marty Meehan, co-sponsor of the Shays-Meehan bill that

My experience in local government and active participation in
community affairs give me the credibility to win a broad base of voter
support. My campaigning experience has proven | can get out the vote.

| am receiving support from people of every political persuasion.

They are tired of the corruption and self-serving career politicians
currently in office. They are ready for the change that a Libertarian
" in Washington can bring. |
The campaign that will give Marty Meehan
the ride of his life is moving into high gear!
But I need your help today!

I must reserve valuable television and radio airtime within the next
few weeks. We need to raise $200,000 by August 15th to secure

our spots. The time is running out and | need your help!
Please make a contribution today! Give as generously as you can.

promised "campaign finance reform” but trashed the
First Amendment, mmafﬂ'ﬁemmthy—wment
tax-happy legislators in Washington today. - e

determination, and grassroots support to defeat him in
November. And that is just what | plan to do!

Marty Meehan has already used $20,000 of your tax
dollars to finance his political campaign, employing his
is overflowing with maore the $2 million.

Marty Meehan has built his palitical career by saying one
three terms, but he is now running for his sixth.

He said he would fight for "campaigmn B e e =

finance reform”, but he pushed through one | Yes! | want to support llana Freedman for US Congress
of the most repressive, un-Constitutional | and help send the first Libertarian to Capitol Hill! Enclosed is my contribution for:

Your contribution today will help me
defeat Marty Mechan in November!
It's time to send a Libertarian to Congress!

laws we have seen in years. { el - — $25 — — $100 — $250
But now he says that he faces "the most {: —§ 250 — $500 — $1000 — $2000 Other_
competitive and expensive" battle of his e o .
career. And he is out raising more money. : [ICheck [ JVISA [ MasterCard Card# =
' . 5 | Signature
I.am making his worst E . s
nightmare come true - . . | pyyrees _ City | State __ ZIP
Bldlmww t‘da_’! t dm@ﬂmmm@t.ww?w
| Occupation: Employer:
www.ilana.org | . .
800-255-7898 | Send your check to: Freedman Committee 2002, P.O. Box 346, North Billerica, MA 01862
| Paid for by the Freedman Committee 2002

o CEnal g BL et o - - “ " - - P AN L N
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B Wisconsin LP delegates Aaron Biterman (left) and Vernie Kuglin
talk during a pause in the action in the main Convention Hall. Biter-
man was active in the George Phillies for national chair campaign.

Scenes from the 2002 National
Convention, Indianapolis, Indiana

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JONATHAN TRAGER, BILL WINTER,
JAMES RUSHING, and ANN CASON

M Maryland delegate Dean Ahmad
makes a point during Platform
debate on Thursday, July 4.

B Indiana resident Andy Horning is interviewed by the Metro radio
network after he announced his candidacy for the U.S. House (7th
District) at a press conference at the national convention.

H Past Connecticut LP State Chair James Madison helps himself to another piece of cake at the Libertarian
Party’s 30th Anniversary celebration on Friday night. Delegates were entertained by a humorous presen-
tation by Bill Clinton impersonator Damian Mason and a more somber talk from LP founder David Nolan.

B Congressman Ron Paul (R-TX) signs autographs after his luncheon

speech on Friday, July 5. Standing to the left is Massachusetts
candidate for U.S. House (5th District) Ilana Freedman.
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M LP News Editor (and outgoing LP Director of Communications) Bill
Winter (center) talks about libertarian progress around the world
with former Costa Rican Congressman Otto Guevara (left) and Vince
Miller from the International Society for Individual Liberty.

B Mary Ruwart seems surprised
by an audience comment during
a session on “Building Consensus
on the Tough Issues: Abortion.”

M Ann Cason staffs the Liberty Penguin booth at the Exhibit Hall at the
National Convention. The popular Liberty Penguin line has grown to
include tee-shirts, koolie cups, and caps. About two dozen exhibitors
offered products, books, and ideas to delegates in the Exhibit Hall.




testy legislative relationship

Continued from Page 1

regulations, property restrictions,
motorcycle helmet laws, and even a
bill that would have mandated exer-
cise for dogs and cats in pet stores.

“I vetoed all sorts of bills,”
Johnson summarized wryly.

Johnson also laid out a libertar-
ian manifesto that he said guided him
while in office.

“I believe in life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness,” he said. “I be-
lieve in the American Dream. I be-
lieve in the Constitution of the United
States. I believe in self-responsibil-
ity. I believe in limited government.”

Signature issue

However, the businessman-
turned-governor saved his greatest
passion for the War on Drugs, which
has been his signature issue since he
went public with his anti-Drug Pro-
hibition views in 1999.

For speaking out against the drug
war, Johnson was sneeringly referred
to as “Puff Daddy Johnson” by then-
Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey, and faced
demands that he resign from office.

But Johnson didn’t back down
from his previous statements. With
his voice rising in anger, he said, “The
War on Drugs is an absolute miser-
able failure. I don't think there is a
bigger issue facing us today.”

Americans should not take drugs,
stressed Johnson — and, in fact, he

e
BRI
a1

oy

encouraged people to also reject al-
cohol and tobacco — but it is Drug
Prohibition that “is tearing this coun-
try apart, not drug use,” he said.

The Drug War causes myriad prob-
lems, he said:

B As many as 1.6 million people
are arrested each year for violating
drug laws, which means that “we're
releasing violent criminals to make
room for drug users,” he said.

B Sentences for drug crimes are
discriminatory, with blacks and His-
panics seven times as likely to go to
jail as whites.

B Because Drug Prohibition cre-
ates a black market, “marijuana sells
for more than gold,” he said.

M Politicians exploit the drug is-
sue to get elected, he said. For ex-
ample, Congress passed a bill that
denies student loans to people con-
victed of a drug crime — while still
giving loans to murderers and rapists.

Legalize marijuana
At the very least, the government
should legalize marijuana, said
Johnson, and concentrate on harm
reduction policies.
“Let’s [just] get tough on people
who do drugs and then do harm to

B N.M. Governor Gary Johnson:

“I believe in limited government.
I believe in the American Dream.
I believe in self-responsibility. ”

others,” he said, while working to
reduce the “death, crime, and disease”
that comes with illegal drug use.

When his term as governor expires
this year, Johnson said he will start
a non-profit organization called
Americans Against the War on Drugs,
which will lobby politicians.

“I hope I can make a difference,”
he said.

Johnson ended his speech by
praising Libertarians.

“I applaud you all as Libertarians,”
he said. “I applaud you for what
you've done for this country.”
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Gov. Johnson touts tax cuts,

| Platform adds summary,

opposes USA/Patriot Act

Continued from Page 16
oppose the future creation of any
similar treaty.

M In the Election Laws section, a
new plank was approved that en-
dorses proportional voting in multi-
member districts, and instant runoff
voting for single-winner elections.
Such systems are “more representa-
tive of the electorate at the federal,
state, and local levels,” the new plank
states.

Language was also approved to
condemn gerrymandered districts,
which create “a substantial govern-
ment-imposed barrier to election of
non-incumbent political parties and
candidates.”

M In a reaction to the September
11 terrorist attacks, language was
deleted in the Internal Security and
Civil Liberties plank that called for
the abolition of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency and the National Se-
curity Agency.

The new plank states: “The de-
fense of the country requires that we
have adequate intelligence to detect
and to counter threats to domestic
security.”

Homeland Security
However, language was added to
the plank opposing the Cabinet-level
Department of Homeland Security,
and calling for the repeal of the USA/
Patriot Act of 2001, the Counter-Ter-

Supercharge

Your Libertarian Outreach
with ISILs famous educational pamphlets

The Libertarian Party of Illinois has purchased and distributed 50,000 ISIL pamphlets in the last
year. Ithank goodness for the hard-hitting ISIL pamphlets. They complement our regular party
material very well, and the Spanish-language pamphlets allow us to reach out as never before! ek

Scott Kohlhaas, Executive Director :

Two Ways You Can
Review ISIL pamphlets

Visit the ‘Intellectual Resources” section of :
ISIL's highly-acclaimed website (www.isil.org). *
You can read or download — and safely order :
on-line on our secure server. *

2.0r send us $5.00 for a complete 56-piece
. printed set (which includes 18 Spanish titles — :

rorism Act of 1996, and all other simi-
lar legislation.

The only significant proposal ap-
proved by the Platform Committee
but rejected by delegates would have
modified the Juries plank to express
opposition to the practice of “death
qualification.” This practice allows
prosecutors to eliminate jurors who
are opposed to the death penalty in
capital cases.

“T'm disappointed that we ran out
of time to consider changes to the
party’s Immigration plank, but over-
all I think we accomplished a lot,”
said Platform Committee member Erin
Hollinden.

Bylaws changes

Changes were also made to the
party’s Bylaws, which govern the op-
erating policies of the Libertarian
Party, election of officers and candi-
dates, and national conventions.

Delegates voted to require an
explanatory statement for disaffilia-
tion of any affiliate by the LNC; de-
leted an obsolete reference to ex of-
ficio delegates; authorized the use of
electronic fund transfers by the na-
tional office; raised from $20 to $100
the amount of money the national
office can disburse in cash if neces-
sary; and eliminated the state-by-
state roll calls during elections of
officers, except for the first vote for
LNC Chair.

In the face of hostile pro-government
4 mass media and the formidable
obstacles placed in our path by the “two-
party system”, the most effective liberta-
rian outreach is at the grassroots level,
where you can talk one-on-one with
people and get libertarian information
directly into their hands.

ISIL (the International Society for
Individual Liberty) has a great tool to
assist you in this vital grassroots effort —
the ISIL Educational Pamphlet Series.

These powerful, persuasive ISIL
pamphlets have been used successfully
by Libertarian volunteers across the
country to supplement their LP literature
and OPH booths. Between 4 and 5 million
ISIL pamphlets have been distributed!

We have many reports of people being
converted to libertarian positions on the
spot by the ISIL pamphlets, which present
both the moral principles of liberty along
with the practical benefits.

The 38 titles in the ISIL Educational
Pamphlet Series cover introductory
libertarianism and all the hot issues —
taxes, guns, drugs, health care, education,
affirmative action, environment, immigra-
tion, free trade, jury rights, civil forfeiture,
and many more.

Our latest pamphlet “Dictatorship at
Your Doorstep? How ‘Anti-Terrorism’
Laws Threaten You" by Jim Elwood and
Jarret Wollstein gives powerful libertarian
arguments against the USA PATRIOT Act
and other recent police-state measures.

Pamfletos en espanoll 18 of the ISIL
pamphlets are also available in Spanish!

This is the only Spanish-language liberta-
rian outreach literature available!

Just 5 cents each! These attractive, two-
color 8 1/2" x 11" tri-fold pamphlets are
affordable for any individual or group.

Free UPS ground shipping on orders
over 500 pieces.

Exclusive complimentary address-over-
print offer! You no longer need to go
through the agony of rubber-stamping your
local address on pamphlets. Since we print
ISIL's pamphlets in-house, we can offer a
custom overprint of your local group’s
contact information — complete with Statue
of Liberty logo! This offer is FREE on
orders totalling 1000 or more pieces.

and an order form). As a bonus we will send :
you a free copy of our international newsletter/ :
magazine, the Freedom Network News.

3 Better yet, why not join ISIL and leam first-hand :
. about new libertarian movements popping up all :
: over the world. A basic membership fee of $35.00
: will keep you abreast of the latest developments.

: Name

: Address
. City
: State Zip
. Tel:

E-Mail

0 Check enclosed to “ISIL"
O Please charge my . . . OVISA
OMasterCard [JAmerican Express

Exp. Amount:

Signature

mtematlonal Society for Individual Liberty, 836-B Southampton Rd. #299, Benicia, CA 94510-1960 + Tel: +(707) 746-8796 « Fax: +(707) 746-8797 « E-mail: isil@isil.org * World Wide Web: www.lsil.org} 5
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Champion of Liberty
award winner Ed Crane:
Washington's 5 myths

The founder of the Cato Institute is honored

LP members said marked a rec-

onciliation of sorts between the
political and intellectual wings of the
libertarian movement, Cato Institute
President Ed Crane was presented
with the Libertarian Party’s highest
honor at the Libertarian National
Convention on July 6.

To a standing ovation before al-
most 400 people at a gala banquet in
Indianapolis, Indiana on Saturday
night, Crane was given the Champion
of Liberty Award for his pioneer role
in founding the Cato Institute, and
for his leadership role in the early
days of the Libertarian Party.

The decision to give Crane the
Champion of Liberty Award was an
easy one, said LP Executive Director
Steve Dasbach, who presented the
glittering trophy.

“It’s usually a difficult question,”
he said. “But this year it wasn't. There
was only one possible choice for this
year’s Champion of Liberty Award.”

I n a moving ceremony that many

Strong and true

Noting Crane’s 25 years of work
with the Cato Institute, Dasbach said,
“Ed Crane’s vision has remained
strong and true. He has built the Cato
Institute into a massive intellectual
force for liberty.”

Crane co-founded the non-parti-
san Cato Institute in 1977. Since
then, he has guided it to its current
status as perhaps the most influen-
tial and respected think tank in
America.

In the mid-1970s, Crane also
served as LP national chair, and was
campaign manager for the Ed Clark
for President campaign in 1980. He
parted ways with the LP in the early
1980s, after a bitter battle over strat-
egy split the party.

Since then, Crane has expressed
doubt that a third party can succeed

%, THE 2002 LIBERTARIAN

in America, and has concentrated his
energies on influencing politics in the
intellectual realm — through re-
search, position papers, Congressional
testimony, books, and media appear-
ances by Cato scholars.

However, in a gracious speech that
prompted numerous eruptions of ap-
plause, Crane had only compliments
for the philosophical views of the Lib-
ertarian Party.

While noting that he is a regis-
tered independent — “I don't have
any biases at all,” he said to laugh-
ter — Crane contrasted what Liber-
tarians believe with the “Five Great
Myths” of Washington, DC:

M First, that there is a “great par-
tisan debate going on inside the
beltway.” In fact, “the battle is be-
tween the Incumbent Party [of Re-
publicans and Democrats] and the
American people,” he said.

M Second, that Democrats support
free speech and the First Amendment.
However, he said, as supporters of
“politically correct” speech laws and
campaign finance reform, Democrats
“are determined to shut down free
expression. It's shameless.”

M Third, that Republicans favor
free trade. But President Bush’s re-
cent support for steel tariffs — which
threaten to start a “worldwide trade
war” — proves “there is no principle
guiding Republicans.”

M Fourth, that Democrats support
civil rights. In reality, they support
quotas and “identity politics,” he
said, which are at odds with the tra-
ditional American view of equality.

M Fifth, that the Republican Party
believes in limited government. Cit-
ing the GOP’s support for greater fed-

Berthoud: Federal revenue scams

he federal government is worse
Tthan organized crime when it
comes to pilfering money from
Americans, John Berthoud said at the
national convention on July 4.
“Both government and the Mafia
extort money, but in some ways I'd
argue that government is worse,” said
Berthoud, the president of the Na-
tional Taxpayers Union. “When the
Mafia takes your money, at least they
are upfront with you about it.”
Berthoud said the problem with
the government is that it often en-
gages in what would be considered
“racketeering” in the private market-
place. Especially egregious, he said,
is the “hidden revenue” the govern-
ment collects via corporate taxes, tar-

iffs, lawsuits, and other means.

All told, government takes about
$657 billion in hidden taxes,
Berthoud told the crowd, which
hissed in disapproval.

Virtuous intentions?

“When government goes to such
great lengths to take our money, you
can immediately dismiss the idea that
government acts with virtuous inten-
tions,” he said.

To effect real fiscal change, anti-
tax activists and Libertarians need to
join forces, said Berthoud.

“Let us work to elect honest men
and women to office who will work
to restore limited government, as our
forefathers envisioned,” he said.

M Cato Institute founder Ed Crane said the Libertarian Party is the
only “party that cares about the essence of America” — respect for the
dignity of the individual. On his left is a poster from Ed Clark’s 1980
presidential campaign, which Crane managed.

eral involvement in education and
church-based charity, “there is no
area of civil society where they don't
support the federal government’s in-
volvement,” he said.

Foreign policy myth

A final myth, which is no myth,
said Crane, is that there is a biparti-
san foreign policy in Washington, DC.
There is such a bipartisan policy, he
said, and “it’s interventionist.”

By contrast, there is only one
party in America that genuinely sup-
ports free speech, free trade, equal-
ity before the law, and a non-inter-
ventionist foreign policy, “and that

is the Libertarian Party,” he said.

The true essence of America is “re-
spect for the dignity of the indi-
vidual,” said Crane. “There is only one
party that cares about the essence of
America, and I'm very proud to ac-
cept an award from that party this
evening.”

Following Crane, syndicated radio
talk show host — and LP member —
Neal Boortz took the stage to regale
banquet attendees with his sharp wit
and political insights.

“Freedom is under attack,” he
said. “Freedom needs friends. And I
couldn’t be in a room full of bigger
friends of freedom.”
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Larry Pratt:
No compromise
on gun nghts

tanding on principle is the only

way to stave off laws that un-

dermine American rights, said
gun-rights champion Larry Pratt to
delegates at the Libertarian Party na-
tional convention.

“I am opposed as a matter of prin-
ciple to concessions,” he said. “In my
experience, concessions don't do any-
thing to stop our opponents from try-
ing to take more of our rights.”

In his July 6 speech, “The Estab-
lishment Versus the Second Amend-
ment,” the head of the Gun Owners
of America (GOA) talked about the
Juvenile Justice Act, and his
organization’s role in defeating it.

Introduced by Utah Republican
Orrin Hatch in the U.S. Senate in 1999
after the Columbine massacre, the bill
included such provisions as manda-
tory trigger locks and a ban on high-
capacity magazines.

But unlike other pro-gun organi-
zations that were willing to compro-
mise, Pratt said the GOA stood against
the bill in its entirety.

After an aggressive lobbying cam-
paign spearheaded by the GOA and
other gun-rights supporters, Hatch
withdrew the bill from consideration.

However, that doesn’'t mean that
gun owners can afford to rest on their
laurels, said Pratt.

“The other side isn't afraid to lose,
and they just keep coming until they
wear their opponent down,” he said.
“We defenders of the Second Amend-
ment need to be as vigilant.”

NORFED leerty Dollar

Get it at a DISCOUNT!
REAL currency 100% backed by Silver or Gold!

Become an independent NORFED Redemption Center
and get Gold & Silver backed currency at a discount.

Independence Redemption
610-636-4407
kevans@dca.net

www.reasons2vote.com/norfedhome.html

NORFED is the National Organization for the Repeal of the the Federal Reserve Act and the Internal Revenue Code




Sheniff Bill Masters:
Drug War ‘tarmishes
badge’ of U.S. police

he War on Drugs is a tragic waste
Tof resources that makes Ameri-

cans more vulnerable to vicious
criminals and bloodthirsty terrorists
— while it simultaneously “tarnishes
the badge” of law enforcement.

That was the blunt message de-
livered in the Keynote Address by
Sheriff Bill Masters to delegates at the
Libertarian National Convention in
Indianapolis, Indiana on July 5.

“We've tried it. It doesn't work,”
said Masters about the War on Drugs.
“But we're not supposed to question
a policy that funnels millions — prob-
ably billions — into the hands of
punks, criminals, and terrorists.”

In a speech repeatedly punctuated
by applause, Masters, the chief law
enforcement officer in San Miguel
County, Colorado, charted his course
from pro-Drug War zealot to high-pro-
file dissident who dared question the
“emperor's new clothes.”

A few drunks

When he was first elected sheriff
in Telluride 23 years ago, the small
Rocky Mountain town was a “blue-
collar community of hard-rock min-
ers” where the chief law enforcement
problems were “a few drunks and a
few fights,” said Masters.

One time, when he had to face
down a gang of street toughs, towns-
people rallied behind him because
they considered themselves the
“sheriff’s back-up,” he said.

However, as Telluride transformed
itself into a popular ski resort, drugs
like marijuana and cocaine started
showing up in increasing quantities,

and the sheriff enthusiastically
jumped into the War on Drugs.

“I took the [drug] laws seriously,”
said Masters. “We started arresting
more and more people for small
amounts of marijuana. We arrested
businessmen, high school kids,
housewives, and the editor of the lo-
cal newspaper.”

As the San Miguel County War on
Drugs escalated, and a broader swathe
of citizens were arrested, the relation-
ship between the townspeople and
the sheriff’s office cooled, said Mas-
ters.

Citizens who once stood proudly
“behind me now hung me in effigy,”
he said.

However, two events finally
caused Masters to reconsider his views
on the War on Drugs.

The first was when a brutal serial
killer kidnapped a local woman. Mas-
ters turned to the FBI to help, and
visited the agency’s training center
in Virginia.

There, he was shocked to see a
mere handful of FBI agents assigned
to kidnapping cases, with papers
piled high on their desks, he said.
Meanwhile, hundreds of new DEA
agents were being trained to fight the
War on Drugs, so they could arrest
people for smoking marijuana.

Later, back in Telluride, a newly
arrested drug dealer told Masters,
“Every time you bust someone [for

M San Miguel, Colorado Sherrif Bill Masters: Thanks to the Drug War,
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citizens who once stood proudly “behind me now hung me in effigy.”

drugs], my risk, my price, and my
profits go up.”

“He could have taught economics
at high school,” said Masters ruefully.

And another dealer told Masters:
“Sheriff, maybe you're trying to shove
hay into the wrong end of the horse.”

“Sometimes you need to hear
that,” said Masters.

The wrong place

At that point, Masters said, “I re-
alized that our priorities were all
wrong. I had failed my community
by not analyzing the drug problem. I
had directed our precious law enforce-
ment resources in the wrong place.”

After September 11, Masters said
he had another revelation: That the
War on Drugs makes America more
vulnerable to such terrorist attacks.

“The year before September 11,
the United States arrested 700,000
people for drugs ... and one suspected
terrorist,” he said. “I don't like those
numbers.”

And while the FBI said it lacked
the resources to check out reports of
suspicious foreigners taking “kami-
kaze flying lessons” at flight schools,
it had the resources to arrest “three-
quarters of a million Americans for
possessing a harmless plant,” he said.

Instead of continuing a harmful
policy that “tarnishes the badges” of
law enforcement, Americans should
follow the lead of Libertarians, and
end the War on Drugs, concluded
Masters.

“Upholding liberty must be the
priority of laws in a free society,”
he said.

Ron Paul: September 11 is continuing threat to liberty

flurry of legislative activity
A has taken place in Washing-
ton, DC since September 11 —
and most of it has been harmful to
liberty, Congressman Ron Paul (R-TX)
told delegates at the Libertarian Na-
tional Convention on Friday, July 5.
“September 11 is the day that lib-
erty was totally undermined,” he
said. “Our jobs as defenders of lib-
erty have been made more difficult.”
In a speech titled “Learning the
Lessons of 9-11,” the lone libertar-
ian legislator in the U.S. House spoke
about his crusade against statism in
a post-September 11 America.

Standing ovations
Paul, known as “Dr. No” by his
colleagues for his refusal to vote for
anything not authorized by the U.S.
Constitution, was interrupted several
times by standing ovations.
“This is a different reception than
I get at certain Republican func-
tions,” the 1988 LP presidential can-

M Congressman Ron Paul (R-TX):
“September 11 is the day that
liberty was totally undermined.”

didate said at one point to laughter.

Paul prefaced his talk by saying
he recently ran into John Ashcroft,
and mentioned to the U.S. Attorney

THERE ISA

— Ron Paul

General that he was going to speak
at the Libertarian convention.

“Ashcroft said to pass on that he
is definitely in favor of protecting the
civil liberties of all Americans,” said
Paul, to even louder laughter.

Two of the major threats to the
civil liberties of Americans are the
USA/Patriot Act and the creation of
military tribunals, said Paul.

“No [written] version of the Pa-
triot Act was available to Congress
before the vote, but everyone except
for me voted for it anyway,” he said.
“This is unfortunately the way Wash-
ington works.”

And all such post-September 11
anti-terrorism measures are politi-
cally motivated, charged Paul.

“Everything that is done now is
done for political power, to see who
will take control of Congress in the
next election cycle,” he said. “I think
it's time they care about something
more — our personal liberties.”

“Unfortunately, there is a drum-
beat of fear,” he said. “People who
are frightened are more willing to give
up more of their freedoms.”

It is most important to recognize
that patriotism does not mean “blind
loyalty to the government,” but “love
of country, freedom, and the Ameri-
can tradition of the rule of law,” said
Paul. “The purpose of all political ac-
tion should be to promote liberty.”
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Otto Guevara:
Costa Rican
success 1S a
lesson for US.

he great strides toward freedom
Tthat Costa Rica has taken over

the past four years offers valu-
able lessons to American Libertarians,
Otto Guevara told delegates at the LP
national convention on July 4.

“Just like in the United States,
Costa Rican politics has been domi-
nated by two political parties that
have been stealing our freedoms,” the
Costa Rican politician said. “But we
are determined that Costa Rica will be
a libertarian nation in our lifetime.”

Guevara, who ran for president on
the Movimiento Libertario ticket in
Costa Rica in 2002, delivered the spe-
cial July 4th address to hundreds of
delegates on the opening day of the
LP national convention.

Guevara provided a foreign per-
spective to the challenges faced by
Americans in a speech entitled “From
Socialism to Libertarianism.”

To achieve success, said Guevara,
Libertarians require a political system
that is open to alternative parties, a
team of dedicated activists to help
spread the message, and the ability
to persuasively explain Libertarian-
ism to voters.

His remarks had added credibility
because of g
the success
enjoyed by
the Movi-
miento Lib-
ertario. In
the 2002 elec-
tion, the party
won six seats
in the 57-
member na-
tional legis-
lature, up
from the one
seat it held —
previously. M Otto Guevara: You

It was his must “loudly expose
“uncom- socialism.”
promising, :
brave” vision of liberty as the lone
Libertarian in the Costa Rican Con-
gress from 1998-2002 that set the
stage for Movimiento Libertario’s elec-
toral victories, said Guevara.

War, injustice

“To win the intellectual argument,
Libertarians must loudly expose so-
cialism, and the war, injustice, and
poverty it brings about,” he said.

However, Guevara said his party
would not have been able to get its
foot in the door if not for propor-
tional representation.

“Without it, we would never have
been able to break into the system,”
he said.

Finally, Guevara urged Libertarians
to get involved in the political pro-
cess. “We can change minds and bring
people to our side,” he said. “If we
want liberty in our lifetimes, each of
us must be a champion of liberty.”
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As colorful as Americ

The Libertarian Party’s new fulkcolor, 24-page outreach booklet—
A New Vision for America. In stock and available for sale!

“A New Vision for America” is a new kind of Libertarian outreach. It's printed in full
color, with gorgeous photographs of Libertarians in action. It takes a warm, human
approach — telling true stories that illustrate Libertarian principles. To showcase the
importance of gun rights, we tell the tale of a young mother who used a 9mm pistol to
defend her children against an intruder. To point out the failure of Drug Prohibition,
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we tell how mass murderer Charles Manson was caught dealing drugs in prison. To
bring to life the tragedy of government regulations that stifle the poor, we tell how
an African-American hair-braider was told she had to get a $5,000 license to practice
her trade. And instead of focusing on how bad the Republicans and Democrats are,
we gently ask readers to “imagine a better America” — an America of prosperity,
tolerance, and freedom. In 24 pages, this brochure also features compelling and
readable sections on health care, government waste, education, the environment,
and taxes. “A New Vision for America” — it's a brand-new option in your outreach
toolbox. Put it to work today recruiting new Libertarians who share our vision.

Vision for
America
booklet.

General introduction
to Libertarian ideas.
Full-color. 24 pages.
Sample: $1 each.
Or 100 for $25.00

Party

LP Literature & Books

B Why Government Doesnt Work by Harry
Browne. The 1996 Presidential campaign manifesto:
Explains why government doesn’t work, and why it
will never work as well as voluntary solutions. Out-
lines a Libertarian plan for victory. Hardbound, 245
pages. Cost: $11.95

M Libertarianism In One Lesson by David Berg-
land. Expanded 8th edition. The classic introductory

work. Outlines Libertarian positions on all major po-

litical issues and contrasts them to liberals and
conservatives. A must-read. Softbound, 158 pages.
Cost: $10 each; or 5 for $35.

B Which Political Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights?
Full-page flyer. 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting de-

fense of the Second Amendment, designed espe-

cially for the gun community. Explains why the LP will
never betray gun owners — unlike the Republican
Party, which constantly sells them out. Cost: Sample:
50¢ or $7 for 100

B America's Libertarian Heritage by David Berg-
land. 16-page booklet. Concise overview of Libertar-
ian philosophy and solutions in an easy-to-read ques-
tion-and-answer format. Cost: $1 each

B Million Dollar Bills: Green Ink. A faux $1,000,000
bill that highlights excessive federal spending — and
points out that the federal government spends more
than $1 million every five seconds. Perfect for Tax
Day, taxpayer groups, and almost any other outreach
project! Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $5 for 100

2- COLOR LIBERTARIAN PARTY BROCHURES

M Is This the New Political Party You've Been
Looking For?

M Equal Rights for America's Gun Owners
B Towards A More Sensible Drug Policy

B What Happened To Your Family Budget?
B Making Your Neighborhood Safe Again

B Working to Cut Your Taxes

M Ending the Welfare State

Cost for 2 color LP brochures: Sample: 50¢ % Or $7 for 100

B LP “Fact Sheets”: Updated for 2000: 2-page LP
history (with political highlights, accomplishments,
and victories from 1971-2000) and a comprehensive
two-page bibliography (featuring more than 150
books about liberty!). Sold as a set. Cost: Sample:
50¢ or $10 for 100

B World's Smallest Political
Quiz cards. Perfect for

M Don't Blame Me .. .| Voted Libertarian (Blue
& white; 800-ELECT-US phone number below.)

B Vote Libertarian/800-ELECT-US (Blue & white.)

Buttons
(Cost: $1 each or 75¢ each for 5 or more)

M Don’t Blame Me,

“politically homeless” booths R cdann
S . 1-800-ELECT-U
Cost: $1 for 100 : - 5
- M Vote Libertarian \
Bumperstickers 1-800-ELECT-US
$1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100. Size: 11" x 3" M Libertarian Party:
Pro-Choice on
B ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN Everything

(Red, white, & blue).
B I’'m Pro-Choice on Everything! (Red, white, & blue.)

1-800-ELECT-US.

Windbreaker (Jacket)

B Windbreaker. Blue, with LP logo & party name.
Available in M, L, XL. (Please specify.) Cost: $25 each

Tools for Campaigning

M Libertarian Political Action: Techniques for Ef-
fective Campaigning: 32 pages. Comprehensive ex-
planation of winning campaign techniques for Lib-
ertarian candidates. A must read! Cost: $3.00 each

M LP Statue of Liberty Logo master. Camera-ready
sheet, ready for scanning. Cost: $1 each :

B LP Statue of Liberty Logo on PC Disk: 3-1/2 inch
DOS-compatible computer disk. Cost: $3 each

B Newsprint Ads: “Libertarian Party — Defenders
of Liberty.” Camera-ready print ads. One each of six
different ads: General, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft,
and taxes. Plus additional multi-sized “Lower Taxes/
More Freedom” LP advertisements. Cost: $3 for set

Large Banners

M Large Banner. (18" x 5'). White on blue. First line
“Libertarian Party.” You can pick the second line from
these two choices: “800-ELECT-US” or “Defenders
of Liberty."(Specify which you want on the order
form.) Cost: $40 each

Yard Sign

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH / VOTE LIBERTARIAN. Red,
white, & blue on sturdy foamboard. Measures a big
24" x 18". Perfect for campaigns. Cost: $8.00 each.
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M Yard Signs

B Bumper Stickers H Total Due

Q'NTY COST

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/Vote Libertarian

B Ready-to-use Literature

Don't Blame Me...| Voted Libertarian
I'm Pro-Choice on Everything!
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN

Brochure:
Brochure:

Brochure:
Brochure:

BOOKLET:
“Is This the New Political Party...?"
“Towards More Sensible Drug Policy”
Brochure: “What Happened/Your Family Budget?”
“Ending the Welfare State”
“Making Neighborhood Safe Again”

World's Smallest Political Quiz
“Million Dollar Bill” Literature

Vote Libertarian/1-800-ELECT-US

A New Vision for America”
B Tools for Campaigning

Libertarian Political Action Booklet

Statue of Liberty logo master

LP Statue of Liberty logo on 3-1/2" PC disk

Merchandise Total
RUSH handling: Add $5 for same-day handling
RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange

Send to a Post Office Box: $5 extra

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE

Newsprint ads: “Libertarian Party — Defenders

[ ] Cash, check, or money order enclosed. (No corporate checks!)
Bill my: [ ] Visa []MasterCard [ JAMEX [ ] Discover

Brochure: “Equal Rights/America’s Gun Owners” of Liberty” set of seven.

Brochure: “Working to Cut Your Taxes!” M Books for Sale AT

Flyer: “Political Party/100% Pro-Gun Rights?" Aot Why Government Doesn’t Work + Browne

America’s Libertarian Heritage booklet o Libertarianism In One Lesson - Bergland b L LL
Fact Sheets: LP history/bibliography (package) Name

B Windbreaker Jacket

Lined windbreaker. Circle one: M L XL. Membership ID# [On label]

M Buttons

on rush deliveries. Minimum order: $5.00. Orders shipped via UPS; please add
$5 for Post Office box deliveries. Make checks payable to: Libertarian Party.

There is no charge for standard shipping. Allow up to 2-3 weeks for delivery.
Or: Add $5 for same-day shipping. Call (202) 333-0008 Ext. 221 for instructions

ORDER FORM
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Q Defenders of Liberty O 1-800-ELECT-US

ICAL COMMITTEES TO REPORT THE NAME, MAILING ADDRESS, OCCUPATION, AND NAME OF EMPLOYER FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS AGGREGATE IN EXCESS OF $200 IN A CALENDAR YEAR
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Street
M Large Banners Don't Blame Me, | Voted Libertarian _
“LIBERTARIAN PARTY” (18'h x 5'w) VOTE LIBERTARIAN/800-ELECT-US =
Please check preferred second line: Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything Occupation

: Libertarian Party
State Zip 2600 Virginia |
e Avenue, NW, Suite 100 I
Washington, DC 20037




Suwanee (GA) city council race is
about principles for Jim Lenahan

Former Republican county chair makes first run for public office

decade ago, Jim Lenahan

would never have dreamed

about running for office as a
Libertarian Party candidate.

At that time, he was the Republi-
can Party chair of Gwinnett County,
Georgia. His loyalty to the GOP, said
Lenahan, stemmed from his belief
that the Republican Party was the
party of smaller government.

The only problem was that too
many Republicans weren't committed
to that smaller-government vision.

“We'd get candidates wanting the
Republican endorsement who had no
principled opposition to big govern-
ment whatsoever,” he said. “In my
opinion, there is no reason to have a
political party if the party does not
have a set of principles — and the
Libertarian Party is nothing if not
principled.”

Having joined the LP in June
2001, Lenahan is now seeking to
bring his philosophy of limited gov-
ermmment to his campaign for the city
council of Suwanee.

Located in the northern suburbs
of Atlanta, Suwanee has about 6,000
registered voters. The city council has
five seats, one of which is up for grabs
in a special election scheduled for
August 20.

Serve the people

But Lenahan, 40, said his goal
isn’t just to win the election — it’s
to serve the people with his agenda
once elected.

“There is no reason to run a cam-
paign if the end goal of that cam-
paign is reached on Election Day,” he
said. “My history is testament to the
fact that I serve. I lead. I give what
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Gorgeous,
full-color,
24-page i
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with color
phOtO—
graphs:
Only 25¢

in bulk.

Presents the Libertarian Party's
positive vision for a better America.
See order form on Page 22.
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M City council candidate Jim
Lenahan: “I'm very optimistic
about my chances in the election.”

it takes to do the job right.”

During his campaign, Lenahan will
focus on the issue of managing
growth while protecting property
rights. As the chair of the Suwanee
Planning and Zoning Commission,
Lenahan said he has the experience
to balance the two interests.

During his two years on the com-
mission, Lenahan said he instituted
several pro-private property practices
such as getting property owners’
agreement on any staff or commit-
tee recommendations — and always
publicly stating the Libertarian prin-
ciples that guided his decisions.

“While it may appear at first
glance that the Planning and Zoning
Commission is antithetical to the
ideas of liberty, in reality, the two
play well together,” he said. “What
we do is try to make sure that ex-
pression of liberty by one party does
not infringe upon the right of another
party. It is very refreshing to see that
principles can be put into practice.”

Reducing tax burden

Another focus of the campaign
will be reducing the tax burden on
Suwanee residents, said Lenahan.

It won't be easy: Last November,
Suwanee voters approved a $17.7
million bond referendum. The mea-
sure — a four-fold increase in the city
budget — has effectively doubled

property taxes, said Lenahan.

In response, Lenahan is touting a
plan to make paying the tax optional.
Under his plan, any taxpayer who
voices opposition to the tax in a lo-
cal newspaper and testifies before the
city council could exempt him or her-
self from the property tax increase.

Lenahan said he would also like
to reduce traffic congestion by using
local police to more effectively direct
traffic. He would also repeal regula-
tions on private transportation ser-
vices to allow for greater competition
and improved services.

Common sense

“The positions I represent are all
common sense solutions based on
Libertarian philosophy,” he said. “In
every area, I will work to create com-
petition and more choices for local
residents. With Libertarians, you
know that a very well defined phi-
losophy — and not political expedi-
ency — is behind every decision.”

Lenahan faces two other candi-
dates in the non-partisan race. One
just wants to be elected and has no
vision of what he would like to ac-
complish, said Lenahan, while the
other is more concerned with fixing
the “trivial wrongs” of the current
administration.

On a campaign budget of about
$7,500, Lenahan said he can produce
enough handouts, signs, and mailings
to win this race. He also plans to go
door-to-door, meeting as many resi-
dents as possible and soliciting votes.

“I've been an active member of
this community for years, and a lot
of people know me,” he said. “I'm very
optimistic about my chances in the
election.”

“This is the first contested race
in Suwanee in many years, but the
choice for the voters is just as clear
as it has ever been.”

A professional computer consult-
ant, Lenahan is the founder of
Websecretaries.com, and Data Basics
International, Inc. — two Suwanee-
based businesses. This is his first run
for public office.

For more information, or to make
a contribution, e-mail: JimLenahan@
aol.com. Or write: Committee to Elect
Jim Lenahan, 400 Peachtree Indus-
trial Blvd., # 5281, Suwanee, GA
30024.

E libertariansdpeace.net
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POLITICS ELLEIN

Utopia, Mother Jones, and ‘The Machine’

M In Washington, DC, Katharine DeBurgh was elected State Chair. In
Pennsylvania, John Storey was appointed State Chair. In Washington
state, Brien Bartels has been hired as the new executive director. In
South Dakota, Brian Lerohl was selected as new State Chair. In Texas,
David DeLamar was elected State Chair.

M In Michigan, the state LP’s top-of-ticket candidates — with the
ability to earn ballot status for the party — will be Diane Barnes and
Scotty Boman, both running for State Board of Education. In Indiana,
the Marion County LP nominated Barry Campbell for sheriff, Kurt St.
Angelo for county prosecutor, Lew Richardson for county assessor,
and Steve Siroky for county recorder. In Washington state, Jeff E.
Jared has declared his Libertarian candidacy for State Representative
(48th District). In Texas, Jeff Daiell was nominated as the LP’s
gubernatorial candidate at the state convention, June 8-9.

M In Illinois, LP candidate for U.S. House (9th District) Stephanie
Sailor will appear on the ballot with “vs. the Machine” as her nick-
name. Sailor said the name is “original [and] ambitious,” and will help
get her message out. A cute quote on AlterNet.com, reflecting on the
Cato Institute’s recent 25th anniversary: ACLU President Nadine Strossen
once described Cato’s creed as, “Turn right at money, turn left at sex,
and straight ahead is utopia.” At the New Mexico state convention,
Ed Nagle was presented with an aluminum clipboard (in lieu of gold)
in appreciation of his ballot access signature-gathering efforts. Also,
Bonnie Richardson was honored with the
“Barrier Breaker's Award” as the first Libertarian
to be elected to public office in the state.

B According to Alexa.com in mid-June, the
Libertarian Party’s website (www.LP.org) scored
higher in its web traffic ranking than the
Democratic Party’s site, the Republican National
Committee’s site, or the Green Party's site. San
Miguel, Colorado Sheriff Bill Masters got a nice
write-up in the July-August issue of Mother
Jones magazine for using money from asset
forfeiture to help cocaine addicts get treatment.

B Bill Masters:
Mother Jones

M In Florida, Libertarian National Committee member Michael “MG”
Gilson De Lemos has been appointed to the Pinellas Home School
Board. Also in Florida, Stan Lee was appointed to the Volusia County
North Peninsula Services District; Mark Eckert was selected to serve
on the Orange County Nuisance Abatement Board; and Bob Rettie was
appointed to the Fort Walton Beach Zoning Board. In North Carolina,
Roxobel Town Commissioner Henry Boschen switched his registration
to Libertarian.
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M International notes: In Washington, DC, five mayors from Paraguay

visited the national LP’s office in June to learn about third parties in
America. The visit was sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s
International Visitor Program. In Holland, Libertarians are mourning
the death of Michael van Notten at age 68 from a heart attack. A
longtime International Society for Individual Liberty (ISIL) represen-
tative, van Notten co-founded the Dutch Libertarian Center in 1975.

M In Wisconsin, David L. Comey announced his bid for State
Representative (14th District). In Michigan, Leonard Schwartz will
run for District Court Judge (45B). In Massachusetts, Ilana Freedman
qualified for the ballot in her race for U.S. House (5th District) when
she submitted 2,873 signatures in early June. She's running against
Democrat incumbent Marty Meehan. In Kansas, Dennis Hawver was
nominated as the LP candidate for governor, with Joel Haller as his
running mate. It's only the second time in 30 years that Kansas
Libertarians have fielded a gubernatorial candidate.

M In Massachusetts, Carla Howell participated in a debate hosted by
the John F. Kennedy School of Government and the Greater Boston
Business Council. She faced off against potential Democratic contend-
ers on the topic of gay and leshian concerns. It was one of four
debates Howell attended in June. In Alabama, in an unscientific
online poll hosted by the local NBC TV affiliate in mid-June, Libertar-
ian gubernatorial candidate John Sophocleus won 20%.

M In South Dakota, the state party nominated eight candidates for
office: Nathan Barton (governor), Eric Risty (lieutenant governor),
Kurt Evans (U.S. Senate), Terry Begay (U.S. House), Gwen Caldwell
(State Senate, District 30), Alex Martin (Commissioner of School and
Public Lands), William Stone III (Public Utilities Commissioner), and
Bob Newland (Attorney General). In New Jersey, Daniel S. Wright
filed to run for Haddonfield Freeholder, Colleen Fida Foster is running

for Barrington Freeholder, and Robert Hull is a candidate for Wall Clerk. *
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What 1s the best way to promote

liberty and the Liber

hat is the best way to pro-
mote libertarianism? Should
you lobby, petition, or dem-

onstrate on behalf of specific issues?
Should you be a candidate (or sup-
port candidates) for non-partisan lo-
cal office, partisan local office, or
partisan state or federal office?

What is the best way for you to
“challenge the cult of the omnipo-
tent state” and defend the rights of
the individual?

Answering that question is a lot
like answering: What type of exer-
cise is best for you? Many fitness
gurus preach running, weight lifting,
biking, etc. Regardless of the theo-
retical advantages of different exer-
cises, none will do you any good un-
less you do it. And most people won't
do any exercise for long unless they
enjoy it.

Likewise, many political gurus
preach lobbying, petitioning, demon-
strating, non-partisan local cam-
paigning, partisan local campaigning,
or partisan state and federal cam-
paigning. The gurus usually evaluate

these methods
using cost/
benefit analy-

By Leonard
sis. They usu- SChwal‘tZ
ally define the

benefits as winning an election, get-
ting a large percentage of votes, get-
ting a large number of votes, attract-
ing new Libertarian members, elimi-
nating bad government policies, or
preventing proposed bad government
policies.

Regardless of the theoretical ad-
vantages of each method, most Lib-
ertarians won't do it for very long
unless they enjoy it.

Most important

The issues that are most impor-
tant to most Libertarians are state
and federal issues, such as: (1) end-
ing civil asset forfeiture, (2) support-
ing the right to bear arms, (3) end-
ing unreasonable searches and sei-
zures, and (4) ending the war against
herbal medicines, like marijuana.

Therefore, many Libertarians like
to be (or support) candidates for par-

arian Party?

tisan state or federal office. Although
they know that they will get a small
share of the votes, they arent con-
cerned with that measure of success.
This is the best way to run on spe-
cifically Libertarian issues. They con-
sider this the best way to promote
libertarianism and recruit new mem-
bers.

Other Libertarians like to be (or
support) candidates for non-partisan
local office. These elections avoid the
wasted-vote problem and are the easi-
est to win.

Candidates for local office rarely
have distinctly Libertarian issues. In
Michigan, Fred Collins and Martin
Howrylak won city council elections
on utilitarian issues. Mark Owen won
a city council election after a suc-
cessful petition drive on a Libertar-
ian issue. Only Andy LeCureaux won
a city council election without a spe-
cific issue criticizing incumbents.

Some Libertarians prefer the
middle ground of being (or support-
ing) candidates for partisan local of-
fice. This allows them to run as Lib-

ertarians. With limited campaign bud-
gets, they can get a larger percent-
age of the vote than in races for state
or federal office.

Many Libertarians believe that if
many Libertarian candidates get more
votes than the difference between the
Democrat and Republican, in future
elections those candidates will try to
attract Libertarian voters by adopt-
ing Libertarian positions on the is-
sues. Thus, Libertarian positions will
become mainstream positions.

Many Libertarians support lobby-
ing, petitioning, and demonstrating
on behalf of specific issues. These are
more direct ways of eliminating bad
government policies and preventing
bad policies from being adopted.

Wasted-vote problem

Libertarians usually can form coa-
litions with non-Libertarian groups
to achieve these goals. These meth-
ods avoid the wasted-vote problem
of partisan elections. Furthermore,
these usually are inexpensive ways
of promoting libertarianism and the
Libertarian Party. These methods are
especially popular during non-elec-
tion years.

Promoting libertarianism can be
fun. Use whatever methods you con-
sider enjoyable, to achieve whatever
measure of success you value.

B About the author: Leonard
Schwartz is an at-large director of the
Michigan LP. A slightly different ver-
sion of this essay appeared in the
Jan./Feb. 2002 Michigan Libertarian.

My Top Ten

his year’s LP national conven-
Ttion in Indianapolis, Indiana

was the first one I attended dur-
ing my short tenure as a Libertarian
Party member. Overall, I'd say it was
a terrific experience.

Of course, I was there on the
party’s dime, so I spent most of my
time at the convention taking notes
of speeches, writing articles, shoot-
ing photographs, updating the
website, and credentialing journalists.

But there are a few non-work re-
lated things that I believe will stick
out in my mind until the next na-
tional convention in 2004.

So, in no particular order, here are
my Top Ten memories of the 2002 Lib-
ertarian Party national convention:

1) Eating donuts in the media
room. Each morning I'd get to the
media room and make a beeline for
the donuts and coffee, which the
Communications Dept. stocked for
volunteers, staff, and journalists. Un-
fortunately, those donuts made me
gain 183 pounds. Consequently, I am
suing the LP for putting donuts out
where I could find them. My attor-
ney says we have a case.

2) Schmoozing with Ed
Thompson’s campaign advisor. A
coworker introduced me to this gre-
garious guy at the Champions Sports
Bar in the hotel. He kept telling me
that Ed’s race is winnable, and that a
victory for Ed would “open the flood-
gates” for other Libertarian candi-
dates. He also kept winking at me

national convention memories

and calling
me “son.” I
left the bar in
good spirits.

3) Evacu-
ating the ho-
tel due to a
fire alarm.
Early Sunday

(at 1:03 am), f§

I awoke to

the irritating By Jonathan
sound of the

hotel fire Tl’ager

alarm. I don't
know exactly what set it off, but I do
remember all of the groggy Libertar-
ians shuffling down the stairs of the
hotel. It was truly one of the more
bizarre things that happened during
the convention.

4) Peering into the minds of
certain activists. With some Liber-
tarians, you just can’t look away. For
example, I saw Gary Copeland, the
California LP gubernatorial candidate,
dressed in full Druid regalia. And
Starchild, also a Golden State resi-
dent, wore glitter and white angel
wings. God bless California — even if
most of their delegates were conven-
tionally, even professionally, dressed.

5) Getting feedback on LP News.
Occasionally, someone would see my
“Staff” badge and immediately start
complaining to me. Why Indianapo-
lis? Why the Marriott? Why did his
marriage end? Once in a while, how-
ever, a delegate would tell me he likes

the work Bill Winter and I do on LP
News. Once, a delegate turned to me
and said, “You're Jon Trager, huh? You
do good stuff.” Not terribly eloquent,
but greatly appreciated.

6) Chatting with Harry Browne.
At the risk of seeming star-struck, I
think Harry is great. He's one of the
most effective communicators in the
party, and he’s a funny and person-
able guy as well. I'll say this much:
Nominating a presidential candidate
of equal eloquence to Harry in 2004 is
going to be quite the challenge.

7) Checking out the Church of
God in Christ. At the Indiana Con-
vention Center, I noticed this orga-
nization was holding a convention
there as well. Now, gospel singing
isn't exactly my cup of tea, but the

few attendees I spoke to were ex-

tremely polite — and very well
dressed. Even the vendors at the
convention were selling trendy
apparel. Did you see those alli-
gator skin shoes? Snazzy.

8) Watching the out-,
come of the national |
chair’s race. Eli Israel
proved he cares about
party unity when he
bowed out of the
chair’s contest on
the first ballot.
Although he was
entitled to a run-
off vote, he in-
stead called it
quits and threw

his support to Geoff Neale. It was a
stand-up thing to do.

9) Enjoying Damian Mason im-
personate Bill Clinton. A lot of
people can do the raspy, southern
drawl, but how many people have the
face to match? This professional
Clinton clone and LP member has his
act down pat, and I was laughing the
entire time. The real President Clinton
was a political embarrassment, but he
was also undeniably entertaining.
How about a Hillary Clinton imper-
sonator at the convention in ‘04?

10) Just being with other Lib-
ertarians. Prior to this convention,
I had never been in a room with more
than a few dozen Libertarians. It gave
me a chance to meet new people who
share the political ideology that I
love, and I feel like I came away
from the experience having

grown as a party member.

With any luck, my next
convention will be equally
as memorable.

M About the au-
thor: Jonathan
Trager is the Staff
Writer for the Lib-
ertarian Party.

Why I'm a
Libertarian,
U.K. version

am a Libertarian . . .
I Because wherever in the world
something resembling libertari-
anism happens, life is good.

Because wherever in the world the
opposite of libertarianism happens,
life is crap awful.

Because letting other people take
care of themselves means I don't
have to.

Because me taking care of myself
means other people don't have to.

Because I honestly and truly don't
care what other people do to each
other in bed, or in any places where
I am not reqularly present, provided
only that they are happy. Not caring
is the essence of charity. Most of the
trouble in the world is caused by
people trying to help.

Because an armed society is a po-
lite society.

Because there isn‘t enough sex
and violence on television.

Because
selfish By Brian
|t o o
s much Micklethwait
more pleas-

ant to deal with. They tell you what
they want. And they listen when you
tell them what you want because
what you want could make them rich.

Because if hard drugs are as dan-
gerous as people say, there is no bet-
ter punishment for taking hard drugs
than the consequence of taking hard
drugs. Reality is, as always, its own
reward and its own punishment.

Because maybe hard drugs aren’t
so bad for you after all! You decide.
That way I don't have to decide for
you.

Because in a society without gov-
ernment safeguards, reputation is
everything.

Because free people follow wise
traditions, and governments destroy
wise traditions.

Because the defense of capitalism
cannot be left to capitalists.

Because the Arts Council is to arts
what the Fire Brigade is to fire.

Because newspapers should be al-
lowed to print lies, filth, nonsense,
and tastelessness.

Because pollution is the result of
things not being owned. Nobody owns
the ozone layer.

Because life would be terminally
boring if the only things that were
allowed were things that I personally
would allow.

Because people should be allowed
to choose their own risks.

M About the author: Brian Mickle-
thwait is the Editorial Director of the
Libertarian Alliance in the
United Kingdom. An ex-
panded version of
this essay appeared in the
Libertarian Alliance’s Po-
litical Notes No. 181
(May 2002).



Party staffers
arrested at
Washington
protest event

Continued from Page 3

The battle between the DEA and
the medical facilities began in Cali-
fornia, where medical marijuana has
been legal since 1996.

Over the last few years, the fed-
eral government has closed the Oak-
land Cannabis Buyers’ Cooperative
and the Los Angeles Cannabis Re-
source Center, claiming both facili-
ties run afoul of federal anti-drug
laws.

“The federal government has cho-
sen to push aside local decision-mak-
ing in favor of heavy-handed raids
and intimidation of medical mari-
juana patients and providers,”
charged Crickenberger.

Voters in eight states have legal-
ized medical marijuana, including
Alaska, California, Colorado, Hawaii,
Maine, Nevada, Oregon, and Washing-
ton.

Supreme Court ruling

Medical marijuana advocates were
dealt another blow in May 2002, when
the Supreme Court unanimously ruled
that medical marijuana distributors
can't offer a “medical necessity” de-
fense in federal court when charged
with violating federal law.

“In the case of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act, the statute reflects a
determination that marijuana has no
medical benefits worthy of an excep-
tion outside the confines of a gov-
ernment-approved research project,”
wrote Justice Clarence Thomas in the
decision.

However, the court’s position runs
contrary to research appearing in
reputable medical journals, and con-
trary to personal testimony, said
Crickenberger.

“Medical marijuana is frequently
helpful in treating the symptoms of
AIDS, glaucoma, cancer, multiple scle-
rosis, epilepsy, and chronic pain,” he
said.

The Washington, DC protest at-
tracted media attention and cover-
age from the Reuters and United Press
International, the Washington Times,
and the Washington Post.

“We are still assembling a com-
prehensive list of all the media hits,
but it’s safe to say we reached mil-
lions with our message,” said
Crickenberger. “We certainly suc-
ceeded enough to declare the action
a success.”

Concise Guide
to Economics

The Advocates
Laissez Faire Books
Amazon.com

B LP Campus Coordinator Marc Brandl (back), Political Director Ron
Crickenberger (far right), and other protestors chained themselves to
the door of the Department of Justice’s office in Washington, DC to
protest the federal government'’s anti-medical marijuana campaign.

Power of
Just One

Signature

Q $1,000
Q $500
Q $250
Q $100
Q $25

Patron
Sponsor

Do you think our government

has gotten too big and too powerful?
Do you think a maze of bureaucrats
and politicians are chipping away at
the freedoms Americans used to take

ws Photo by Jonathan Trager
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Bill Woolsey is elected to
James Island Town Council

Continued from Page 3
Woolsey, worked the largest.

“Coming in first in the two larg-
est polling places allowed us to make
up a deficit in the smaller places,”
he said.

Woolsey said his track record of
community activism also earned him
votes.

“My core supporters are people
I've worked with in Scouts, Kiwanis,
church, and in the local elementary
school,” he said. “I was especially
gratified to receive the first vote of a
young woman I had met while vol-
unteering with the Key Club at James
Island High School.”

Finally, a campaign for U.S. House
in 2000 also appeared to boost his
vote totals, said Woolsey.

Half of what it took

“T received 624 votes on James
Island when I ran for Congress, which
was 5% of the total,” he said. “Those
votes were about half of what it took
to win a [town council] seat.”

Although the election was non-
partisan, Woolsey made no secret of
his Libertarian Party affiliation, he
said — but it did not appear to be a
factor in the race.

Q YEs! Sign me up today as a proud, dues-
paying member of the Libertarian Party!

I'll receive 12 monthly issues of LP News, and a membership card.
I'd like to be a Libertarian Party member in the following category:

Life Member

Sustaining Member
Basic Member

The Libertarian Party is the party of principle. To publicly affirm

what we believe—and to ensure that our party never strays from our

principles—we ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

> I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means
of achieving political or social goals.

of Rights is being silently repealed
— one precious freedom at a time?
If so, you can help
change that by joining the
Libertarian Party! We're the
only political party that is ﬁght.ing

Name & Address

Subscription

U Enclosed is $25. I'd rather not join just yet. Instead, please sign
me up for a one-year subscription to LP News (12 monthly issues).
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political force for freedom.
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WHAT CAN OTHER

listen to the voter.

“My core supporters know that I'm
a Libertarian and vote for me any-
way,” he said. “I met a handful of
voters whom I didn't know who re-
membered that I was a Libertarian,
and gave me their support.”

Woolsey spent about $900 to win
the race: $100 for the filing fee and
$800 for yard signs, promotional lit-
erature, and other expenses.

What can other Libertarians learn
from Woolsey's win?

“Get involved in your community,
run for a local, non-partisan office,
get out and listen to the voters and
ask for their votes,” he said.

Q To help you in your important
work for liberty, I have enclosed
an additional donation of:

$

Total payment enclosed

Q Check/money order enclosed.
(No corporate checks, please.)
Or: Bill my Q Visa QO AMEX
O MasterCard QO Discover

AccT. #

EXPIRES

SIGNATURE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT

QA 1d like to support the Libertar-
ian Party on a more regular basis.
Please send me information about
your monthly Pledge Program —
and the benefits for joining.

Matie checks payable to:
LIBERTARIAN
PARTY

2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037

Phone: (202) 333-0008

Fax: (202) 333-0072 ® www.LP.org
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The economic and social benefits
of a less-reqgulated United States
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How you can help your
new Chair, and the party

ather than flying to the National Convention in Indianapo-
lis, I drove there and back from my home in Austin, Texas.
I valued the opportunity for my family to see parts of

America that we'd never seen.

I've found my new favorite location name in the country
(Hogsnort, Tennessee). I needed the time off from the pressures of
the campaign and the convention to de-compress somewhat. On
Wednesday, July 10th, I was back in the real world.

It's hard to be prepared for the sheer volume of issues that a new
Chair must deal with, and some of them caught me unawares.
However, there’s nothing that came up that cannot be dealt with,
primarily because the staff, the previous National Committee and
especially the former Chair, James Lark, were on the job doing good
work on behalf of the LP. The transition is under control.

Suggestions and ideas

I've received numerous e-mails of congratulations on my election.
Thank you one and all. I've received numerous e-mails containing

suggestions and ideas. Please keep them coming.

I also received some very good feedback on how I can do things
better, and this I especially value. I want to do a better job as your
Chair every day, and your constructive input will be of great value to

me. I will listen to what you have to say.

I have also received numerous offers of assistance. Assistance is
definitely something the LP can use at this time. Let me tell you

some ways you can help.

I am seeking to create a cadre of skilled,
experienced people that I call pro bono

consultants. Perhaps you can be one of these.
My pro bono consultants are experts in any

number of fields who want to contribute to the
success of the LP at the national level. We
cannot limit ourselves to only the members of
the staff or the National Committee in our
fight for liberty. We must strive for ways to use

greater numbers of people.

I intend to create working groups of skilled
individuals. These groups will develop plans,
strategies, positions, and solutions for the
obstacles that face us. If you want to be one of
these pro bono consultants, please e-mail me at

chair@LP.org.

Of course, we need more resources at the

By Geoffrey

Neale
LP NATIONAL CHAIR

national level. Our Treasurer, Deryl Martin, made an impassioned plea
at the National Convention for more commitments to monthly
pledges, especially via credit card donations. As he explained it,

many of our erratic cash flow problems will only be improved by more

dependable sources of income. Your monthly pledges are the best
source of this dependable income. Can you help us fight for liberty?

Perhaps you, like me, are most interested in winning elections. If
so, I urge you to give generously to candidates for public office.
There are two races in particular that especially interest me.

The first is James Dan’s race for Nevada Assembly District 28. In
his last race for this position, he came within about 200 votes of
winning against an incumbent Democrat. This time, he’s running
against the same incumbent, and I think he can win. Go to
www.jamesdan.com for instructions on how to support his candidacy.

Ahead of Ventura

The second race I'm particularly excited about is Ed Thompson’s
Wisconsin gubernatorial race. He’s already polling at 11%, with
another 8% leaning his way. This puts him ahead of where Jesse
Ventura was in his successful gubernatorial bid in neighboring

Minnesota at the same time.

This race has already gained national media attention, and
anything we do to support him could have a major ripple effect.
Whereas the Reform Party was not poised to take advantage of
Ventura’s win, we are in a position to put a win in Wisconsin to
significant advantage. You can support Ed’s campaign by going to

www.edthompson.com.

I know money’s short for many people, so I want to give you a few

ways to help us all out, and it will cost you little or nothing. You
can: attend local meetings, volunteer on a local candidate’s cam-

paign, or help organize your county.

Your help does matter. You can make a difference.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: How can Lib-
ertarianism solve America’s prob-
lems? Each issue, LP News will
showcase how “Libertarian Solu-
tions” — or interim steps in a more
libertarian direction — can help
improve our nation.

By Jonathan Trager
LP NEWS STAFF WRITER

uestion: What do mohair,
air bags, and your toilet
bowl have in common?
Answer: All are regu-
lated by the federal government.

In contemporary America, one is
hard-pressed to find a product or ser-
vice that is not under the regulatory
control of busybody bureaucrats. More
often than not, these government
officials appear incapable of re-
sisting the urge to scratch
their requlatory itch.

Need proof? In 2001, the
Federal Register — the daily
government publication in
which all proposed and final
regulations are announced —
was a whopping 64,431 pages
long.

And every regulation con-

tained therein, politicians assure
us, was written to promote “the

public good.”

Unfortunately, good intentions
don't always yield better results. Take
the case of the federal government
forcing medicine makers to offer
childproof containers.

Contrary to conventional wisdom,
Harvard economist W. Kip Viscusi has
shown that federal safety-cap requ-
lations have had no effect on the rate
of poisoning deaths among children.

Since caps are labeled “child-
proof,” parents are apparently less
careful about keeping the medicine
out of children’s reach. So, some
greater number of children find those
more-available bottles, pry them
open, and take the drugs — offset-
ting any gains from the regulation.

52,000 deaths

Here's another example of regula-
tion gone awry: According to the
National Academy of Sciences, about
2,000 deaths per year since 1975 —
as many as 52,000 total — can be
attributed to federal laws mandating
better gas mileage for cars.

Imposed in 1975, corporate aver-
age fuel economy (CAFE) standards
were implemented in response to an
energy shortage. To conserve fuel,
politicians directed Detroit to pro-
duce vehicles that get better mile-
age for every gallon of gas.

What they didnt anticipate
was that in order to meet the new
standards, manufacturers would have
to make their vehicles lighter and
flimsier — with disastrous results for
passengers.

Of course, not all requlations are
a matter of life and death.

One merely establishes statutory
standards for fluorescent lamp bal-

Libertarian
SOLUTIONS

lasts. Others determine who can be a
tobacco farmer, mohair producer, or
cottonseed grower. Still others ensure
that your toilet has a tank no greater
than 1.6 gallons.

In 1996, a reform-minded Con-
gress decided to do something about
the requlatory miasma. It enacted the
Congressional Review Act, which re-
quires all agencies to submit their
rules to Congress.

Lawmakers were given 60 days to
block the proposals.

There's just one problem: Congress
never actually does so. In 2001, fed-
eral reqgulatory agencies issued over
4,132 rules. How many did Congress

\ : ‘fjor a

daily dose
\ ¥news
& commatary from
the Libertarian Party

www.LP.org/lpnews

strike down? Try zero. All 4,132 requ-
lations became law without debate.

According to Clyde Wayne Crews,
Jr. of the Cato Institute, the current
bureaucratic system amounts to
“regulation without representation.”

What America needs is to elect
candidates to office who are commit-
ted to eliminating such oppressive
regulatory agencies and departments
— in other words, Libertarians.

Libertarian politicians would sig-
nificantly reduce the regulatory bur-
den, yielding a number of significant
economic benefits:

M Economic Growth. Regulation
saps the economy of much-needed
capital that fuels economic growth.

Although the federal government
spends roughly $25 billion per year
to administer its regulatory programs,
there are also costs on businesses
and private citizens. These costs
include additional paper-
work, licensing and per-
mits, worker training,
attorney fees, and
record keeping.

Overall, regulatory com-

pliance costs America about

$840 billion a year, according
to Thomas Hopkins of the
Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy and Mark Crain of George
Mason University.

Furthermore, a study by Rich-
ard Vedder for the Center of
American Business shows that
regulations also reduce long-term
productivity. Vedder estimates that
federal regulations cause about $1.5
trillion in economic activity to be lost
each year — a significant amount
considering that the entire American
economy is about $10.5 trillion.

Ripping out regulations from the
Federal Register would lift a huge
burden off the shoulders of the
American economy.

M Higher Incomes. A low regu-
latory burden fosters greater eco-
nomic productivity and rising in-
comes. Similarly, a high regulatory
burden stifles productivity and pro-
duces stagnating incomes.

Between 1950 and 1973, yearly
income per U.S. household grew at a
rate of about 2% per year. But from
1973 to 1994, the growth rate was
only about .2% per year — one-tenth
as much.

Part of that slowdown was caused
by the regulation explosion. In fact,
a 1995 study by the Employment
Policy Foundation found that 19% of
the productivity slowdown during the
1970s is attributable to regulations
by the Occupational Safety & Health
Administration (OSHA) alone.

Deregulation would create greater
investment and productivity, result-
ing in greater income for families.

M More jobs. The mountain of
government regulation cripples many
See DEREGULATING Page 30
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M Control freaks

Aaron Day’s column [The Forum,
July 2002] urging libertarians to work
with the Green Party makes me want
to rip hair out of my head!

I see this illogical attitude far too
often with libertarians. The idea be-
hind it is basically the philosophy of
the Reform Party: Any party or group
that challenges the status quo is our
ally. This is nuts!

Ralph Nader and his Greens are far
worse than either Democrats or Re-
publicans. They are far more statist
and far more dangerous to liberty. We
should have been campaigning
against them a lot harder in the last
election. Instead we were silent and
watched them steal our number three
spot.

We should not embrace Ralph
Nader or his Green control freaks. Just
because they aren’t in power doesn't
mean that they are not our mortal
enemies.

— TED MCCARRON

DeKalb, Illinois

M Scared to death

The article titled “Libertarians
must work with Greens” by Aaron Day
reminds my why I still give nominal
financial support to the Republican
Liberty Committee, chaired by Ron
Paul.

We should not “celebrate every
victory that rattles the status quo”
as stated by Mr. Day. One plank of
the Green Party platform calls for a
100% tax rate on all income that ex-
ceeds 10 times the minimum wage.
Another plank calls for the federal
government to break up all corpora-
tions who have more than a 10%
market share.

The Green Party membership sup-
ported the Endangered Species Act,

ITTAMAILBOX

which has been responsible for more
tyranny against personal property
than RICO. Greens oppose virtually all
development of natural resources.

Any Green Party victory would
scare me to death, not be a cause for
celebration. If the Libertarian Party
supports any one of these policies,
please let me know so I can tender
my resignation.

If T were to rate the political par-
ties who ran candidates for president
in 2000 on a scale of 1 to 10, based
on their party platform, the Liber-
tarians would rate a 9 (nobody is per-
fect) and the Green Party a 1 (every-
one has some redeeming factor).

— JOHN W. HELPHREY

Apple Valley, California

WE SHOULD NOT

Republicans.

M Motto bugs him

Our party motto [“The Party of
Principle”] has always bugged me.
Now I know why. I must have the
highest principles or I can't join your
organization. How exclusive is that?

Pity the person of low, little, or
defective principles. Will they be al-
lowed into such a party? Will they
change their principles to conform?

I suggest the motto, “The Party
of Individual Rights.” Promoting and
protecting individual rights and lib-
erties is what we're all about.

— MICHAEL O'NEIL

Victorville, California

M Cold-blooded killer

An Open Letter to Vin Su-
prynowicz: After seeing the advertise-
ment for your new book, The Ballad
of Carl Drega, in the July 2002 issue
of LP News, I am deeply troubled by
your attempt to martyr Carl Drega as
a freedom fighter.

In the advertisement, you claim
that it’s time to start chronicling and
honoring those who have given their
lives in this ongoing War on Freedom.
Why you would include Drega in your
chronicles is beyond me.

Since Carl Drega’s rampage in
1997, in which he shot and killed four
people and wounded four law enforce-
ment officers, many fringe groups and
individuals have tried to cast Drega
as some sort of poster child for the
property rights movement. Worse yet,
some have described him as a mar-
tyr, as you seem to do in your new
book.

While I have yet to read your
book, my impression from your ad-
vertisement and its reviews is that
you are among those who would cast
Drega as patriot; someone, as you say,
who fought back and died.

Carl Drega was no patriot. Carl
Drega was no freedom fighter. Carl
Drega was a cold-blooded killer. As a
life-long Libertarian and an advocate
for property and gun rights, I am
deeply troubled that you would put
Carl Drega on the same footing as
someone like Peter McWilliams.

I clearly remember the day that

See MAILBOX Page 28
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The ethics of cloning

or many Americans (and many politicians), the idea of
cloning is vaguely horrifying. They imagine an attack of a
Star Wars-style marching clone army, or a Boys From Brazil-
style effort to clone Adolf Hitler, or a Ross Perot-style
megalomaniac pumping out jug-eared copies of himself.

Libertarians are different. With perhaps more of a scientific
background than the typical person, they seem to understand better
what cloning is, its potential benefits and dangers, and the difference
between therapeutic and reproductive cloning.

And unlike most Americans (and many politicians), Libertarians

. don't want to ban cloning. In fact, in response to this month's
- unscientific Pulse question — “Should cloning be banned?” — 72.7%
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of respondents said no. Only 4.5% supported a prohibition on cloning,
while 22.7% were unsure, or gave ambiguous answers.

LP News readers were more split on the question of whether cloning
is ethical. While 41% were willing to state with confidence that
cloning is morally acceptable, 27.3% said that it is, in fact, not ethical

: — mostly because of the potential harm it could cause a cloned child.

Another 13.6% argued that cloning is not a question of ethics, and
18.1% were unsure, or gave no clear answer.

Here's a representative array of responses, each one displaying the
unique intellectual DNA of the respondent. (No cloned answers allowed.)

M Cloning is the only way some infertile couples can have children.
Whose rights are they violating when they try to have a baby through
cloning? Obviously, nobody’s. Ironically, it is the “family value crowd”
that is most against cloning and most inclined to impose their views
on other people. Shouldn't all Americans be free to procreate?

— JAN HELFELD, Falls Church, Virginia

M Genetically improved children are unethical. So? Is the “Majestic
Association of Maternal Aristocrats” a better judge than me what is
good for me? MAMA always has my best interest at heart and will send
men with guns to put me in prison for my own good. If a good
argument where it can hurt other people can be made, I'm for it being
banned. If banning it would protect me from myself, well you can
guess what I think of MAMA state.

— WILLIAM BERRY, Los Angeles, California

M Is cloning ethical? I don’t understand the question. How is my

. decision to have a child a function of ethics?

— ADAM H. NORWOOD, Jacksonville, Florida

: M Reproductive cloning has no real benefit and runs the risk of
. creating mutilated children. Parents have no right to break their

.

children’s legs, likewise they have no right to clone until the technology

is shown to be as safe as other reproductive procedures. Conversely,

cloning to produce stem cells (not embryos) could lead to tissues

being grown in the laboratory for rejection-free organ transplants.

People should be free to pursue this humane and beneficial research.
— ALEX SMALL, Goleta, California

M On the morality side of the issue, I'm still undecided. If cloning and
genetic engineering are illegal, a black market will almost certainly
appear, as evidenced by the War on Drugs, Prohibition, gambling, Cuban

: cigars, etc. Of course, the other issue questions whether the preborn
. person is being violated by genetic engineering. This is a moral
- decision that must not be left unto the government, and it’s an issue

sessssssssssssssens

where individuals must take responsibility and decide for themselves.
— JAMES CHRISTIAN, Princeton, Texas

M Is cloning ethical? Of course it is, for the same reason that abortion
isn't. With cloning one is creating a new life; with abortion one is
destroying it. I am at loss to understand how rational creatures could
pose such a question. It seems to be characteristic of any technological
advance that it spawns crack-brained objections. For instance, the intro-
duction of rail travel in Britain in the 19th century lead to “reputable”
physicians stating that the rapid speed of the trains (approaching 40

. miles per hour) was unnatural and would lead to destruction of the

sssssssssnss

passengers. We are now experiencing a great outpouring of analogous
balderdash over advanced biological techniques, not because there is
anything wrong with them, but because they are new.

— JEFFERY CROSS, Cleveland, Ohio

M Is cloning ethical? I do not believe it is, for the simple reason we
can’t even make a government work. How can we be God?
— ROBERT W. WILLCUTT, Kemp, Texas

M Is cloning ethical? Yes, cloning and genetic engineering can make
an organ for organ donation in a sick and suffering child. A suffering

..............................................
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: paralyzed adult in a wheelchair can get a broken spinal cord to work
again. Growing a baby in the lab and checking for bad genes will work
successfully. So cloning and genetic engineering will provide mankind
. great benefits if only allowed to be freely researched and implemented
+ without government interference. 1

— RICHARD MUIR WYLER, Alexandria, Virginia

seesssssnn cesssene

csseeneery,

cessnee

M Is cloning ethical? It depends on your background. My background
consists of health problems, both life threatening and others just
extremely annoying. Therefore, if I had the opportunity to give my child
a chance to bypass the asthma attacks or severe itching that accompanies
eczema, then I would. Those without this background have no inherent
sympathy for this circumstance. They need to be open-minded enough
to see the other side of giving someone a fighting chance.

— KEVIN KURZAWA, Westminster, Colorado

M I am not so much in favor of cloning as I am opposed to government
prohibiting any research in cloning or genetic engineering because of
someone’s personal interpretation of their religion. I have not had
sufficient scientific training in this field to be able to say whether
cloning is good, but I am smart enough to know it, and feel that
scientists are the ones who should be making the decisions.

— HOWARD ZIMMERMAN, Roanoke, Indiana

H Cloning is the ultimate form of inbreeding, with even worse results.
Sexual reproduction (meiosis) provides the new embryo with a new set
of genetic material, not the worn out genes passed on to a clone. Cloning

- whole organisms is proving to be a disaster on practical grounds.

— JULIAN K. MARDOCK, McKinney, Texas

M The question is not whether Libertarians support cloning and genetic

+ engineering. The question is whether Libertarians support individual
. freedom and choice with respect to the use of these technologies.

— KERRY MACINTOSH, Half Moon Bay, California

Oct. Question: A Better Platform?

t the recent National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana,
A delegates approved what some observers called “historic” changes

to the LP Platform. Specifically, they approved a one-sentence
“Executive Summary” for each plank, and gave permission to the
Platform Committee to work to create a new structure for each plank

. — consisting of the LP positon, additional discussion of the issue,

cee

seces sesee

proposed solutions, and statements detailing what the party has already
done on the topic. Question: Do you approve of these changes? Is it
what our Platform needs to be a more effective outreach tool? Or, do
you think the changes are a mistake? That is, do you think the
Platform is still too radical, and needs to be completely overhauled to

. present a more “mainstream” face to voters? Or, on the flipside, do

you think the Platform is excellent as it is, and these changes are an
effort to “water down” the principles that Libertarians hold so dear?
B QUESTION: What do you think about the changes to the LP
Platform, approved at the recent National Convention? If you
don't like them, what should be done to the LP Platform? And
why? (Please keep answers to 100 words.)
B DEADLINE: September 8, 2002

Sept. Question: Improve LP News?

he newspaper you hold in your hands is the “official” voice of
Tthe party. It's read by about 32,000 LP members, party support-

ers, and interested voters. It's the one newspaper in America
devoted to reporting on the national Libertarian Party, as well as state

- and local LP activity (and even some news from the broader libertarian

esene

movement). Our question: Does LP News do a good job? Specifically,
what part of the newspaper do you look most forward to reading, or
enjoy the most? What part do you skip, or find most boring or
irritating? Is something missing that ought to be in every issue? And

- if you were suddenly appointed editorial czar of LP News, what one

thing about the paper would you improve, or add, or delete? And why?
B QUESTION: What do you like best about LP News? What do
you like least? What one thing should be done to improve the

: newspaper? And why? (Please keep answers to 100 words.)

B DEADLINE: August 8, 2002

: ENTRY GUIDELINES: Include your name and your city/state;

anonymous answers won't be tallied. Enter just once per month.
M E-mail: Bill. Winter@hq.LP.org. (Put “Pulse” in subject line.)
M Fax: (202) 333-0072 (Attn: The Pulse).

. M Mail: Libertarian Party, Attn: LP News/The Pulse, 2600
: Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20037
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Continued from Page 27
Carl Drega decided that his frustra-
tion over a zoning dispute was more
important than the lives of four
people and their families. Casting
people like Carl Drega as a patriot
does a great disservice to gun rights,
property rights, and libertarian ac-
tivists who are on the front lines
working hard to return our country
to greater freedom and liberty.
— BRENDAN KINNEY

South Burlington, Vermont

M The wrong pledge

The current debate on the
Constitutionality of the Pledge
of Allegiance misses the point
of what is really wrong with
the pledge.

By pledging allegiance to flag
and republic, people are being sub-
jected to jingoistic nationalist indoc-
trination that makes them vulnerable
to being led like sheep by a charis-
matic demagogue. We have something
far better to make a pledge to, and I
would like to suggest the following
alternative:

“I pledge to defend and uphold
the Constitution of the United States
of America, and to respect the rights
of others by never initiating force,
nor perpetrating a fraud.”

I think the above statement cap-

tures the essence of good citizenship
that all Americans should aspire to.

— AVERY DAVIS
Tucson, Arizona

M Goodbye, Medved

I have had it with Michael Medved.

For the past two or three years,
Medved has been ranting that Liber-
tarians were “losertarians” and com-
plaining that voting for us is a waste
of votes and that people need to vote
for Republicans instead.

Well, we'll vote for Republicans
when they clean up their act — and
not before.

On June 20, Medved did it again,
only this time he trashed the LP’s
“Incumbent Killer Strategy” on drug
war goons. He even called Ron
Crickenberger a liar because he
couldn’t comprehend the LP’s
“spoiler” concept.

Then he qualified his tirade with,
“When the Libertarians quit running
candidates and quit interfering with
elections, then I'll quit talking about
them.”

Even though Medved sometimes
pays lip service to libertarian ideas,
he has proven himself to be totally
unworthy as a freedom fighter, since
he routinely crucifies the only politi-
cal party that has stood foursquare
for individual rights. He is now do-
ing everything he can to destroy the
30 years of progress the LP has done
to protect and preserve our rights.

I urge every Libertarian and ev-
ery other freedom-minded American
to call, write, and e-mail the general
manager of every radio station that
carries Medved and demand that he
be taken off the air.

Libertarians should also make
notes on what companies advertise
on Medved’s program and organize

whatever boycotts that may be
needed to help get the job done.
Goodbye, Medved. Do something
productive. Get yourself a $5.15 an
hour job at McDonald's taking orders
for Quarter Pounders.
— JOHN MARTIN
Wetumpka, Alabama

B Smoking lies

In the July 2002 issue of LP News,
there is a long article on smoking
[“Uncle Sam versus the Marlboro
Man”].

In this article there appears the
following verbiage: “In 1994, Con-
gress dragged executives of the seven
largest tobacco companies — labeled
the “Seven Dwarfs” by the mass me-
dia— in to testify before a commit-
tee. Before television cameras and
millions of viewers, the Congressmen
asked the executives whether they
had evidence that tobacco was addic-
tive. In the spotlight and under pres-
sure, the representatives made a ma-
jor blunder.

“Rather than admit what the vast
majority of Americans already
knew— that nicotine, along with
caffeine, chocolate, and Kung Fu
movies are indeed “addictive” — they
simply lied.”

I disagree—they did not lie!

If the word “addictive” as it is used
in the courts is to have any mean-
ing, then it cannot be used to de-
scribe every activity in which there
is a propensity to repeat the act once
the act has been performed as your
article seems to indicate.

The only reasonable legal defini-

The New Internet
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security, low biz expn’s. No
more stolen credit card #s.

John: 775 747 7379
jrlboyd3@cwnet.com

tion of “addiction” is as follows: an
act or practice which creates an un-
controllable propensity to repeat the
act or continue the practice.
Smoking one or more cigarettes
obviously does not create an uncon-
trollable propensity to smoke another
cigarette. Too many people have quit
smoking for that to be true, especially
after they have been diagnosed with
an illness and/or advised by their
doctors or friends to quit.
Furthermore the belief that to-
bacco is addictive is simply a denial
of any vestige of free will, which im-
plies that the individual is not re-
sponsible for his own actions. This is
philosophically unacceptable.
Consequently, the “ Seven Dwarfs”
did not lie, and the only lies that were
told were told by those even
smaller dwarfs who said the
“Seven Dwarfs” had lied.
— C.T. SCARBOROUGH,
Starkville, Mississippi

M Choose them by lot

Regarding the review of a book on
campaign finance reform [The Re-
view: Unfree Speech, by Bradley
Smith, July 2002], the best book on
the subject is the book by Gerry
Spence, Give Me Liberty, in which he
proposed that the House of Repre-
sentatives be chosen by lot, not by
voting in an election.

The representatives would serve
only one term for six years so there
would be no campaigns, no elections
and no incumbents.

I would amend Spence’s proposal
by requiring that the representatives
chosen by lot be net taxpayers. This
would exclude the military, the pro-
fessors, the people who work for any
level of government, and the people
on welfare.

I also favor returning to the origi-
nal method of selecting U.S. Sena-
tors by a vote of the state legisla-
tures. That eliminates campaigns for
senator.

— ALAN RICHTER
Spokane, Washington

B Abortion hand-wringing

The LP has done a good deal of
hand-wringing over the abortion is-
sue, the latest example being a guest
column in the June 2002 LP News
[The Forum: “Rethinking the party’s
position on abortion and women's
rights,” by Doris Gordon].

The issue is easily resolved if we
stop talking about abortion for a
moment and consider what libertar-
ians believe. How about a little Poli-
tics 101?

Libertarians by definition believe
that the government should stay out
of private citizens’ business, both fi-
nancial and social. Period.

Put this way, there is no question
where the LP should stand on abor-
tion: Oppose government funding,
but also oppose any attempt to ban
or requlate the practice.

So where does the problem arise?
The problem arises because the LP’s
stands on income tax and gun con-
trol attract a lot of conservatives.
Once in, they want to pick and choose
the freedoms they support. But it
doesn’t work that way.

The LP sells a lapel button that

See THE MAILBOX Page 30
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Continued from Page 1

says “Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on
Everything.” That's the way we are.
If you don't like the abortion and pot
part of that message, you aren't lib-
ertarian.

I have no problem with “pro-
lifers” if their approach to their be-
liefs is to try through persuasion to
convince others to refrain. But if that
isn't good enough, if they want gov-
ernment laws or policies which com-
pel the general public to conform to
their pressure group’s ideas of “ethi-
cal” or “nice” or “wise,” then they
are not libertarians.

If the LP bows to arguments for
“plurality” or “neutrality” it becomes
simply a low-budget auxiliary of the
Republican Party.

— ROBERT S. STONE
Oak Ridge, Tennessee

B Abortion hypocrisy
Certainly all party members
should join in applauding Doris Gor-

LETdMAILBOX

don for her Forum essay in last
month’s paper. That's where she had
the clearheadedness to point out that
the so-called “neutral” position on
abortion in the present party plat-
form is anything but neutral.

A truly neutral platform on this
thorny issue is a must. Anything less
would be pure hypocrisy.

— JOHN M. SIMMONS

Sheffield, Vermont

M Abortion attitude

A person whose political beliefs
are rather jackbooted tried to inter-
est me in voting for a pro-life Repub-
lican who is libertarian in other re-
spects.

Libertarians believe in the right
to be born. But sending Republicans
out with clubs and stones to secure
that right seems foreign to the think-
ing of moralists such as Jesus and
Thomas Jefferson. Let the Republi-
can who is without sin cast the first
stone.

Deregulating America

Continued from Page 26

American businesses — particularly
small businesses.

A poll by the National Association
of Manufacturers revealed that almost
half its smaller members delayed hir-
ing new workers because of regula-
tions. Another 23% said the cost of
red tape had caused them to cut their
workforces.

Other companies, particularly
large corporations, may relocate pro-
duction facilities overseas, out of the
regulatory reach of the U.S. govern-
ment.

According to former LP presiden-
tial candidate and financial expert
Harry Browne, “The dominant cause
of company relocations has been the
requlatory load piled on American
businesses. This, combined with ever-
increasing taxes, has created burdens
that many companies find unbearable
— which forces them to move abroad
or go out of business.”

Unwilling

Despite the valuable benefits that
would result from a program of ag-
gressive deregulation, politicians of
both major parties have proven un-
willing to pursue such a program.

Did you know that the adminis-
tration of George Bush the First en-
dorsed more costly regulatory legis-
lation than had any other adminis-
tration since Richard Nixon — also a
Republican? Let no one say that the
GOP is the enemy of the regulated
society.

Only Libertarians are opposed in
principle to a government-requlated
America. They realize that requlatory
agencies seek to expand their own
power over companies while cloak-
ing their actions as “protecting the
public.”

In a Libertarian America, the con-
sumer would serve as the “requlator”
of the market — by making informed

choices about who he or she is will-
ing to do business with. Americans
would not be forced to take risks they
are uncomfortable taking, and each

person would be free to tailor deci-
sions to his or her needs.

Furthermore, a Libertarian
economy would be teeming with in-
dependent organizations that con-
sumers could consult to make sure
the products they are buying are safe
and effective — organizations like
Underwriter’s Laboratory, Consumer’s
Union, and others.

DESPITE THE

such a program.

This vision of the privately requ-
lated society was laid out in Private
Regulation: A Real Alternative for
Regulatory Reform by Yesim Yilmaz.

“Private organizations can over-
see market participants’ actions by
processes such as certification, brand
approval, and standard setting; im-
pose enforceable sanctions; and en-
sure that businesses deliver what they
promise,” he wrote.

The choice is simple: Either con-
sumers choose for themselves in the
marketplace — or 130,000 bureau-
crats in some 55 regulatory agencies
impose their choices on everyone
(and make you pay for it).

Which sounds best to you?

Turn on the tube and youll find
the free market striving to change
your attitude toward everything from
financial services to garden hoses. It
is to advertising agencies, not Repub-
licans, that pro-lifers want to turn.
— ROBERT G. DOSTAL

Towa City, Iowa

M Get the word out
When I'm done reading LP News
cover to cover, I leave it in a waiting
room in a doctor’s or dentist’s office.
Most people think like us; they
just don’t know who we are.
— GENE FELLBAUM
Webster, South Dakota

M The wrong symbol?

Lady Liberty is one widely ac-
cepted symbol used by the Libertar-
ian Party, which appears to be an
appropriate choice. However, during
the past several years of my mem-
bership in the LP, I have come to the
conclusion that this choice of sym-
bol for the LP is not the best choice.
I would propose that a beggar’s bowl
would be more apropos. |

Since becoming a member of the
LP, I have been inundated by solici-
tations for money by candidates from
California to Maine and points in be-
tween. This of course does not in-
clude the solicitations from the na-
tional LP, my state LP and my local
LP. Experience suggests to me that
the “rallying cry” of the LP isn't “give
me liberty” but “give me money.”

Is there a solution to this di-
lemma? The LP not only is associated
with advocacy for individual liberty
in the political realm, but also advo-
cacy for capitalism and entrepreneur-
ship in the economic realm. Perhaps,
the LP should have a division or af-
filiated organization that devotes it-

‘libertarian enough’?

self to generating revenue through
business and investment activities to
help support the LP’s political activi-
ties.

Surely, there are persons within
the libertarian movement who have
the experience and expertise to help
put the LP on sound financial foot-
ing through enterprises that can gen-
erate a dependable revenue stream.

I suggest this not only for the
national LP but for state LP organi-
zations as well. Personally, I'd be
happy to contribute to a fund that
was going to be used to create a self-
sustaining stream of revenue or pur-
chase shares in such an enterprise.
— DAVID CENTER

Conyers, Georgia

M Is the LP too pure?

I read the June issue of LP News.
In it, our candidates for National
Chairman lamented the decline of our
membership numbers.

Then I read yet another letter to
the editor inviting those who disagree
with what he felt were basic Liber-
tarian Party positions, to resign. The
message was clear, that “purity” in
libertarian ideals is far more impor-

tant than building the party.

Iam certainly not a “pure” Liber-
tarian. In fact, it seems to me that
purity in a party of individualists is
an oxymoron. After all this time, are
we still bent on the self-destructive
impulse to test new members to see
if they are “libertarian enough”?

If the party answers that question
in the affirmative, perhaps it is time
that I, too, resign.

— W. ANDREW MCCULLOUGH

Midvale, Utah

H Not a Neo-Con

In the LP News of June 2002, there
appeared a letter-to-the-editor by
Carter Mitchell of Gurnee, Illinois,
“The War Party,” that implied that I
(and several others) were so “hawk-
ish” that we were, in fact, “Neo-Cons.”

Let me set the record straight:

Iam a Libertarian at heart as well
as a card-carrying LP member. More
than that, I am an American, and I'm
not going to sit idly by while reli-
gious fanatics commandeer her jets,
kill her citizens and make rubble out
of her skyscrapers.

No matter what your political per-
suasion is, one must face the reality
that we are not dealing with ratio-
nal, logical people. Sorry, but we must
“fight fire with fire.” We're in a street
brawl, like it or not.

— FRED BLUESTONE

Pembroke Pines, Florida

When do Human Beings

Begin? “Scientific” Myths
and Scientific Facts

Read it on http://www.L4L.org
or send $3.00 to Libertarians for Life
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LAST MONTH, we told you who was actually doing something.
Why? As a Libertarian, you are aware that government and the power
elite promote and protect fiat money. Only in this way can they inflate
the currency by continually printing more of it, spending billions on
socialist programs which serve to keep them in power and expand the
reach of government coercion and theft. Worse, this group, stealing
and suppressing the price of gold, is international.
The Constitution means nothing to these thieves,
used only to keep the voters confused and happy.

In this series of ads, we've told you WHO, HOW AND
WHY...and what you can do about it. And how to profit from it.
Go to the site keeping you informed
about the daily changes in this war for true freedom and honest
money. Go to [www.lemetropolecafe.com/LP] and sign up for a FREE 2
WEEK TRIAL. Then visit the Gold Anti-Trust Action Committee
website [www.GATA.org/LP] and get on their mailing list.
stunned. Learn the facts!

In our final ad, we'll tell you how to go about profiting from this
scam. You won't hear about this on CNBC or in the NY Times.

Stay tuned.

We've been sold

You'll be
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: l July 27-August 2, 2002

- Cato University, Westfields Marriott Hotel, Chantilly, Virginia. A week-

long “seminar on liberty and limited government,” sponsored by the Cato
: Institute. Speakers include Walter Williams (professor, George Mason

: University), Ed Crane (president, Cato Institute), Steve Davies (professor
: Manchester University, U.K.), and Randy Barnett (professor, Boston

. University Law School). For information, visit: www.cato-university.org.

: Il July 28-August 1, 2002

: International Society for Individual Liberty (ISIL) World Confer-

. ence, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Speakers include John McClaughry
(author, The Vermont Papers), Enrique Ghersi (co-author, The Other

. Path), Dr. Martin Krause (dean, ESEADE school, Argentina), Ken

- Schoolland (author, The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible), and Rigoberto
Stewart (co-founder, Movimiento Libertario, Costa Rica). For informa-

. tion, visit: www.ISIL.org. Or call: (707) 746-8796.

: Il August 12-16, 2002

: Summer Seminars in Political Economy, Independent Institute,

. Oakland, California. A seminar for high school and college-age students
that “integrates economic theory and history.” Speakers include Joseph
. Fuhrig (Professor, Golden Gate University). For information, call: (510)
632-1366. Or visit: www.independent.org.

: W August 17, 2002

. Louisiana LP Convention, Hilton Hotel, Lafayette. Business sessions
will include election of party officers and nomination of candidates.
: For information, call Mike Wolf at: (225) 923-0499. Or e-mail:

. michaelwolf@worldwinds.com.

: H August 17, 2002

: Colorado LP Annual Awards Banquet, Radisson Inn, Colorado Springs.

. The event will celebrate the party’s outstanding activists and candidates.
Speakers include John Taylor Gatto (author, The Underground History of
. American Education). For information, call: (719) 570-0747. Or visit:

: www.LPEP.org.

’

B September 27-29, 2002

Gun Rights Policy Conference, Sheraton-Crescent Hotel, Phoenix, .
Arizona. Sponsored by the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and the :
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms. Speakers :
include Alan Gottlieb (founder, SAF) and Wayne LaPierre (NRA). For
information, call: (425) 454-4911. E-mail: GRPC2002@saf.org.

H October 3-6, 2002

“Toward a Free and Virtuous Society” Student Conference, North
Bend, Washington. Sponsored by the Acton Institute. An “introduction to *
the principles of liberty” for students of religion, theology, and philoso- -
phy. For information, call: (616) 454-3080. Or visit: www.acton.org.

H November 7-10, 2002

“Toward a Free and Virtuous Society” Student Conference, :
Dawsonville, Georgia. Sponsored by the Acton Institute. An “introduction
to the principles of liberty” for students of religion, theology, and philoso- :
phy. For information, call: (616) 454-3080. Or visit: www.acton.org. .

B November 8-10, 2002

Marijuana Policy Project’s National Conference (co-hosted by Students *
for a Sensible Drug Policy), Anaheim, California. Speakers include Bill
Maher. For information, visit: www.mpp.org/conference.

B December 1-4, 2002

Fourth National Harm Reduction Conference: “Taking Drug Users
Seriously,” sponsored by the Harm Reduction Coalition, Seattle,
Washington. Speakers include Dr. Joycelyn Elders (former U.S. Surgeon
General). For information, e-mail: conference@harmreduction.org. Or
visit www.harmreduction.org. Or call (212) 213-6376.

B February 15-17, 2003

California LP Convention, Ontario Marriott, Ontario. Speakers TBA.
For information, e-mail: convention@ca.lp.org. Or visit: www.ca.lp.org/
conv/2003/.
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“This year, Libertarians have raised their sights. They’re running to win
and hope to duplicate their success in Leadyville [Colorado] on a statewide
v  stage. They still face long odds. But win or lose, these Sons and Daughters

. of Liberty are already bringing the fresh air of freedom into the dreary
- atmosphere of politics as usual.”

— BOB EWEGEN, The Denver Post, May 18, 2002

: @ PAGE 1 Geoff Neale

. elected new national
. Libertanan Party chair
: M PAGE 1 Governor Gary
:  Johnson: End the

. failed War on Drugs & - 1 B
. Wl PAGE 3 HQ staffers By

. arrested in medical

. marnjuana protest

: W PAGE 2 Arkansas LP
. files tax cut measure

o “The Libertarian Party’s time has almost arrived. This fall, look for Liber-
tarians — at the very least — to shake the foundations of the two-party system

- and throw the expected outcomes of elections out of whack. And don't be sur-

. prised if a few Libertarians land some lofty offices throughout the United States.

~  “The success of the party will come at the expense of Democrats and Repub-

~ licans, and Libertarians will have more and more success in coming years drawing

~ voters away from both camps. Liberal Democrats and conservative Republicans :

~ have become equally guilty of growing government in order to enforce — by blunt :

. force of law — their own agendas. Libertarians, however, take the only true :

¢ stand in defense of diversity, tolerance, youth, peace and optimized liberty.” :

— WAYNE LAUGESEN, Boulder Weekly (Colorado), May 30, 2002 :



