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Three Practical Projects for Liberty:
Census Privacy, Jury Nullification, NOA on the Ballot

Just Say Go Away

□□IS
No Lesser of Two Evils

Sometime duringApril you will receive
a demand from the federal government
that you answer from 14 to 59 questions
that clearly invade your privacy, trample
on your FirstAmendment rights, and cost
one billion dollars of your tax money.
It is the 1990 version of the census—a

censuswhich, under the Constitution, was
enacted simply as a head count to appor¬
tion legislative representation.

Now, the bureaucrats have extended
that founding-father purpose to include
questions as to the name ofyour “partner”
or “roommate,” your ethnic background,
your proficiency in English, howmuch you
earn and how you earn it, and the value of
property that you own. Recipients of the
questionnaires are threatened with a fine
of between $100 and $500 for failure to
answer the questions.

The Libertarian Party’s response has
been the formation of a Committee for
Census Privacy which is urging people to
resist this latest assault against freedom
and privacy.

Several choices of resistance are sug¬
gested.

•Flat-out resistance and refusal to

Jury nullification is the power of ju¬
ries to acquit if they disagree with the
law being used to try a defendant.

Judges routinely refuse to permit
juries even to be told of this power.
Lawyers who dare bring it up have been
held in contempt.
Yet, in the 1972 U.S. Supreme Court

decision in U.S. vs Dougherty, the high
court ruled that the jury has the “unre-
viewable and irreversible power...to
acquit in disregard of the instructions on
law given by the trial judge...the pages of
history shine on instances of the jury’s
exercise of its prerogative to disregard
instructions of the judge; for example,
acquittals under the fugitive slave law.”
For several months now, Montana

libertarians Larry Dodge and Don Doig
have been trying to make jury nullifica¬
tion an open, popular, public issue by
pressing for specific legislation demand¬
ing that judges specifically inform juries
of the nullification power.
Initiatives which would accomplish

such legislation have been filed in Ari¬
zona, Nevada, Montana, Colorado, and
Idaho. Alaska, Arizona, and Wyoming

answer. (In the process of the 1970 census
only two fines were levied against re¬
fuseniks. In 1980, cases involving the fines
were routinely dropped in court.)

•Answering only those questionswhich
are not seen as violating your right to
privacy.

•Answering the questions but formally
stating that you are doing it only under
government threat.

•Writing your congressman and sena¬
tors asking that they support the bills that
have been introduced tomake all answers
except the head count ones voluntary.

•A novel, individualistic way of resis¬
tance is detailed elsewhere in this issue in
a proposal by Bud Ruehle, a Pennsylvania
libertarian activist.

The Libertarian Party’s Committee for
Census Privacy is headed by Don
Ernsberger and would welcome contribu¬
tions to keep the pot boiling. The Commit¬
tee may be addressed through the LP
national office, 1528 Pennsylvania Ave.,
S.E., Washington, DC 20003.

legislatures are considering what Dodge
and Doig have called the Fully Informed
Jury Amendment. Other libertarian
activists are working to have such legis¬
lation submitted in Tennessee,Missouri,
Iowa, and California.
Gun owners, in particular, have shown

interest in the movement. As Gary
Marbut, president of the Montana Rifle
and Pistol Association, haswritten: “This
power of jury nullification may well
become the last peaceful barrier between
constitutionally law-abiding gun owners
and a tyrannical government bent on
disarming the non-criminal public. When
confiscatory gun laws are passed, no
single person can be convicted or pun¬
ished under those laws without the full
agreement of twelve out of twelve of the
gun owner’s ‘peers’ serving on his jury. If
these peers understand their power to
judge the law, convictions will be un¬
likely.”

The application ofjury nullification to
cases involving tax resistance seems
equally impressive.
For more information on the Fully

continued on page 8

More andmoreAmericans have come to
feel that every election gives them simply
the choice between the lesser of two evils.
But, as the Libertarian Party constantly
has pointed out, “the lesser of two evils is
still evil.”

One way to give that spirit ofresistance
to what the two oldest political parties
have to offer would be to permit voters to
have the chance to mark “None of the
Above” (NOA) on their ballots (or vote for
third party candidates!).

Nevada has offered a None of the Above
ballot choice for several years but the ac¬
tion is simply “advisory.”
Libertarians in Vermont now are back¬

ing a law introduced into the Vermont
legislature by John McClaughry, Republi¬
can state senator and formerReaganWhite
House advisor. It would provide a None of
the Above ballot choice which would have
real impact.
If NOA received more votes than the

leading “li ve” candidate, the contestedoffice
would be declared vacant and would have
to be filled by whatever way is consistent
with the state constitution, ranging from
special elections for U.S. senators, con¬
gressmen, and state legislators, to election
by the General Assembly for various state
executive offices.

McClaughry, who calls his bill the
“turkey ballot,” points out these other
advantages: “It is also advocated as an
incentive to voting, for prospective voters
who stay home because they are disgusted
with many or all of the candidates nomi¬
nated for office. The turkey ballot option
encourages voters to come to the polls to
express their views in a more meaningful
way than leaving a ballot blank or writing
in Donald Duck.”

Wherever LibertarianParty candidates

can get on the ballot, of course, voters
would have another option, but even liber¬
tarians would have to face the fact that
many Americans are so fed up with politi¬
cians that they would vote NOA nomatter
who was running or on what platform.
For anyone wishing to support the

Vermont effortorcontact Sen.McClaughry
for details of his NOA legislation, his
address is Concord, VT 05824.
An interesting variation of NOA has

been proposed by John Corl of the Califor¬
nia Libertarian Party. In his proposal
voters would be able to mark “yes” or “no”
for each candidate. Only candidates with a
“yes” majority would be eligible to fill an
office. Similar legislation is reported as
having been suggested in Oregon.

Not Guilty, You Say
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Personality
By Karl Hess

Trying to find a distinct personality
for the Libertarian Party is, in my view,
simply impossible. Happily, also in my
view, the party is almost as diverse as
the continental society in which we live.

When I was able to travel, I attended
party conventions andmeetings in virtu¬
ally every state and was won-
drously impressed by that di¬
versity. >
But within that diversity

there is, nevertheless, at least an im¬
pressive “subculture” ofwhich we should
be sharply aware and whose interests we
should think about seriously when con¬
templating political action.
That subculture is the subculture of

science and technology.
I have never attended apartymeeting

where the presence ofcomputer program¬
mers, medical doctors, and scientific re¬
searchers was not obvious. David Ber-
gland, formerLPpresidential candidate,
after studying asmany “personality pro¬
files” of libertarians as he could, con¬
cluded that the scientific turn of mind
was a dominant one in the party.

Today, scientific investigation and
technological development face a rapidly
worsening climate of governmental re¬
strictions andofLuddite assaults against
freedom of research. This is particularly
true in the area of biological research.

Nobel Laureate David Baltimore has
commented on it in this way:

“The new critical attitude stemspartly
from a society-wide skepticism about in¬
tellectuals and their activities...perhaps
most clearly seen in our virtually thought-
free political life...

“As scientific literacy diminishes and

of the Party
research moves on to new frontiers [the]
gulfwidens.”

Paul Berg, director of the Beckman
Center forMolecular and Cellular Medi¬
cine at Stanford, says that “what ismost
frightening is the apparent politicaliza¬
tion of scientific research...If we inter¬
pose witch hunts and political oversight
into the processofscientific discovery...we

endanger the fragile mecha¬
nisms that allow science to

generate radical solutions,
novel insights, and eventu¬

ally major breakthroughs.”
There is an opportunity, then, tomake

it known to as many non-libertarian sci¬
entists and technologists as possible that
the Libertarian Party stands squarely
on the side of freedom in research. The
many scientists and technologists already
active in the party should be encouraged
to carry that message to their colleagues
and to invite them to join party discus¬
sions.
(A caveat is that the Libertarian

Party’s devotion to freedom of research
also includes opposition to themany tax-
money subsidieswhich have forgedmany
of the bonds now entangling research.)

As said at the outset, our party is one
of greatly diverse personality: hippies,
hard-money advocates, scientists, home
schoolers,midwives,medical doctors, hu¬
manists, the deeply religious, the most
conventional, the least conventional,
smugglers, precious metal traders, en¬
trepreneurs, employees, employers—all
believers in voluntary agreement and
individual responsibility.

For anyone to get the impression that
we are some sort ofmonoculture or, worse,
for the party actually to become a monoc¬
ulture, would be terribly wrong.

Viewpoint

IS ABORTION AGGRESSION?
Libertarian arguments against abortion and

for parental obligation. Literature packet, S3.
(For information only, please send SASE.)

Libertarians for Life
13424 Hathaway Drive, #18

Wheaton, MD 20906, 301/4G0-4141
Doris Gordon, National Coordinator

To advertise in the
Libertarian Party NEWS, call

304-263-7526 or 703-662-3691.
Write to Lysander.lnc.,

P.O. Box 173,
Kearneysville, WV 25430
for an advertising rate card.

Ballot Access Report
By Steve Givot

The Ballot Access Committee (BAC)
has begun marketing our small Pledge
Program to a small group ofpast contribu¬
tors. We are hopeful that those who have
committed funds to BAC in the past will
understand that we can be far more pro¬
ductive with their generous contributions
ifwe don’t have to pay the tremendous ex¬
penses of direct mail and telephone fun¬
draising as well as fundraising commis¬
sions. If the current test is successful, we
will send letters to all past contributors
asking them to match their past generos¬
ity through the pledge program.
If you receive a letter, or if you are

wondering how you can help, please keep
in mind that every penny of net receipts
from this year’s pledges will go directly to
ballot access. Printing costs, postage, and
other production expenses are donated
from other sources. Furthermore, these
funds go to BAC 100 percent commission-
free. If you ever wanted to give in a way
that was 100 percent effective, this is it!
For more information, please write LP
BAC, Route 7, OneMiddleburyRoad, Bar¬
rington Hills, IL 60010.

In cooperation with Project 51-’92, the
Nevada ballot drive has been completed.
BAC began the drive and welcomed the
assistance ofProject 51-’92 to conclude it.
We have already completed petition drives
in asmany states as all of 1989. While this
is hardly satisfactory, we are only in need
of adequate funding to start activity in
several other states, for the time being.

We are very pleased with our agree¬
ment with Project Sl-^ and Andre Mar-
rou to delegate all lobbying efforts to them,

unless they or a specific state ask for assis¬
tance.

On the lobbying/legislative/litigation
front, we are hopeful for relief in the fol¬
lowing states:
Georgia—SB 639 would cut signature

requirements in half. It would also permit
the state convention to nominate candi¬
dates for partisan races that are not state¬
wide. This passed the Senate 50-0.
Kansas— SB 59, endorsed by the Sec¬

retary of State, would cut political party
petition requirements in half.
Massachusetts— activists may have

succeeded in placing a ballot access initia¬
tive before the voters. Final certification
has yet to be announced.
Missouri — HB 1417 would reduce

signature requirements from about 24,000
to a flat 10,000. The bill has seven co¬

sponsors.
North Carolina— and Project 51-’92

have reached an agreement whereby 51-
’92 will be able to contribute an unlimited
amount to the NC ballot access drive.
A 10 percent showing by an LP candi¬

date will make the LP a qualified party in
Virginia for the first time. RichardWinger
sent data substantiating that under such
circumstances the third party candidate
almost always gets the 10 percent. We
need 13,687 signatures by June 12. That
means we need money now!

Richard also reports thatRussellMeans
is running for the Arizona legislature. If
Russell runs as an independent he needs
far fewer signatures than the 23,438 he
needs as a Libertarian. Our friends in
Arizona have already started, but as ofthe
end of February, they have only 2,000
signatures. Can we afford not to help?

Membership Growth and Potential
Although the Libertarian Party’s paid

up membership had, by March 1, climbed
to a record high ofnearly 9,000, the figure
can be seen as just the hardcore base of a
very impressive political structure.
Actually, there are nearly50 times that

many Libertarian Party voters, given the
record of the last national election where
409,608 people voted for the party’s presi¬

dential candidate, RonPaul, while 445,708
voted for libertarians in congressional
races.

A good goal for the Libertarian Party:
Get those nearly half-million voters back
on the libertarian voting rolls. And ifonly
one out of 10 also decided to join the party,
ourmembershipwouldincreasemore than
five times!
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The Other Side of the Coin—Responsibility
By DaveWalter
LP National Chair

The other side of the libertarian coin—
individual responsibility—is as much in
need of exposition as is indi¬
vidual liberty. We now live in
a land ofentitlements: Things
are “owed” to people as a
“right.” Everyone is entitled
to a better life if they make
any kind of effort at all, and even if they
make no effort. Failure—especially the
kind caused bymaking poor choices—is to
be mitigated, if not rewarded, by all those
whomade better choices.Witness the bail¬
out of Savings and Loans, or the perma¬
nence of an underclass.

Somany of today’s problems are caused
by, or exacerbated by, government’s par¬
ticipation as an enabler ofpoor choices and
failure. Neither the Republicans nor the
Democrats have the principle or guts to
reverse this pattern. Only the Libertari¬
ans dare say that the “emperor has no
clothes.”

Where shall we say it? From the soap¬
box that political action provides us. That’s
why the Libertarian Party, and not an¬
other libertarian think-tank or debating
society, was founded.

The Libertarian Party needs articulate
andhard-workingcandidatesin 1990. Our
recent growth spurt has drawn thousands
ofpeople into the party seeking a chance to
do something about the decline of liberty
and self-responsibility in America. Cam¬
paigns and candidacies are an integral
part of our message being heard, of the
Libertarian Party becoming amajor factor
in America’s political life, and ofretaining
the support and goodwill of those thou¬
sands who have joined and built the LP.

LP Membership
Challenge Contest
Ends This Month
By Karen Allard
LP Membership Chair

“Take the Challenge” is nearing com¬
pletion and we’re looking for winners. The
national Libertarian Party membership
contest began February 1 and ends April
30. Contest rules were sent to state chairs
and membership chairs in January.

The goal ofthemembership contest is to
increase the LP contributing members by
at least 1,000 members by April 30. There
will be a first and second place winner in
each of the following categories: 1) abso¬
lute growth in national LP dues paying
members; 2) percentage of growth in the
national LP dues payingmembers; and 3)
growth in national LP dues paying mem¬
bers permillion of population in the state.
Winners will be announced in May and
prizes will be awarded at the Council of
State Chairs’meeting in August subject to
approval by the Council.
I hope all state organizations are par¬

ticipating in the contest to help the LP
grow. There is still time. As ofJanuary 31,
the national LP had 8,442 dues paying
members; an all-time high! I encourage
the state Libertarian Parties to “Take the
Challenge” and be winners.

Who would make a good candidate?
Look into the mirror. Whether this would
be your first race, or your fifth, 1990 is a
perfect time to run. 1990 can re-establish
the LP as a political party on themove, but

only if the quantity ofquality
candidates is there. If you
have been thinking about a
race, don’t put itoffuntil 1992
or later. America’s decline con¬
tinues while the rest of the

world pulls back from the precipice we
have not yet reached. Libertarian candi¬
dates, in their hundreds and thousands,
can help reverse the decline.

You won’t be alone out there ifyou run.
The state LPs are bigger and stronger
than ever. The national party’s campaign
committee, headedby Steve Dasbach (4523
MorningWind Place, Ft.Wayne, IN 46804,
219-432-7430) now has the tools to help
you with all aspects of your campaign. I

urge you to call him, and your state chair,
to discuss a run for whatever office you feel
comfortable with.

Toomuch is at stake to surrenderAmer¬
ica to those who would plan your every
action, while ensuring that incompetence
and failure is nonetheless rewarded. Ifyou
don’twant to live in the kind ofsociety that
attitude inevitably brings, then let’s use
ourLibertarianParty soapbox tohelp turn
the tide in 1990.

A Feast of Freedom
—

"Liberty is a Glorious Feast." —Robert Burns
Every issue of Liberty offers a

feast of individualist thinking de¬
signed to scintillate the most re¬
fined palate.

Hors d’oeuvres
To whet your appetite,

Reflections serves up the provoca¬
tive opinions of Liberty's editors.
A few selections from the menu
for March:
Bill Moulton takes a look into

Yasser Arafat's chummy relation¬
ship with Ceausescu;

James Robbins on the snap
judgments made by cold-struck
New England politicians;
Leland Yeager advises the

Sultan of Brunei about what to do
about South Africa;
Timothy Virkkala offers a solu¬

tion to the Soviet's economic di¬

lemma, taking advantage of the one
skill the Russians have developed.

Panama:
The Ugly

Gringo Strikes
Back

Human Rights, Animal Rights
and the Environment

by John Hospers

The Mencken Diary;
Self-Portrait of an Anti-Semite?

by R.W. Bradford

What'sWrong with Isolationism
by Stephen Cox

Flong Kong:
Capitalism Without Democracy

— or Hope
by R. K. Lamb

Libertarian Scholars onWelfare
by George H. Smith

Entrees
The main course consists of a

___

variety of controversial and
thoughtful essays. A few entrees from
our current offering:

John Hospers explores two very dif¬
ferent views of how humans should treat

animals, and shows how one refutes the
other (hint: the "animal rights" position
does not survive the scrutiny);

Stephen Cox argues that knee-jerk iso¬
lationism leads to disastrous policies and
is silly for libertarians to advocate;

Liberty's editors analyze the Panama
invasion and its ominous implications;

Richard Kostelanetz visits Phil
Donahue's favorite Commie, auto¬
graphs a book, and exposes the illustri¬
ous Soviet P.R. flack as the author of a

very clever fiction—himself;
R.K. Lamb explains why Hong Kong

is not a utopia, and why its future looks
bleak;

George H. Smith argues that libertari¬
ans who accept state jobs don't simply
harm their own souls: they harm other li¬
bertarians as well.

Potages
To accompany its main features,

Liberty offers a variety of penetrating re¬
views. A few examples from our excit-

( "Above ail things: Liberty * —John Sddon )

ing current issue:
R.W. Bradford on H. L. Mencken's al¬

leged anti-Semitism;
James Robbins on Robert A. Heinlein's

complaints from the crypt about the both¬
er of being a celebrity;

Rex F. May on speaking with the
tongues of men and computers.

Desserts
To top off your feast and satisfy your

intellectual sweet-tooth, Liberty offers:
Cartoons by Baloo and Bob Ortin;
The bizarreries of Terra Incognita, snip¬

pets from the real world of sta-
tism and the booboisie.

Coming in Liberty:
✓ Marketing Libertarianism:

Doing Politics as if People
Mattered — Management consul¬
tant Ronald Merrill gives advice
to Libertarian Party on how not to
blow it next time;

%/ A Population Crisis? —
Jane S. Shaw sifts through the hys¬
teria about population growth,
and explains why things are not
nearly as bad as the crisis-
mongers would have us believe,
and how the real problems en- ■'*'
tailed by population growth can
be averted;
s/ The Official Truth — Karl

Hess argues that education in
America is designed to teach peo¬
ple not to think, and discusses
some recent attempts at real
education;

%/ The End of the Conser-
vative Era — Bill Moulton dis¬
sects recent developments on the

right, including the movement to sub¬
merge libertarianism within
conservatism;
*/ Novelist, Naturalist, Anarchist—

Bill Kauffman surveys the life and work
of Edward Abbey, maverick novelist of
the American West, inspiration to a new
generation of ecological saboteurs.
Act Today!
Liberty offers you the best in libertari¬

an thinking and libertarian writing. Your
subscription is fully guaranteed. So don't
hesitate: subscribe today. You have a
feast of Liberty to gain!

■\x 0 Please enter my subscription to Liberty. I
j[ CS • understand that 1 may obtain a pro-rated refund for
any unmailed copies at any time, no questionsfesked.

□ One Year (6 issues) $19.50 O Two years (12 issues) $35.00
(foreign subscriptions add $3.00 per year)

Name

Address

City, State, Zip
□ My check is enclosed (payable to Liberty)
□ Charge my □ VISA O Mastercard Expires
Account #

Signature
Send to: Liberty, Dept N9, PO Box 1167, Port Townsend, WA 98368
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Right-to-Work Laws
Are Not Libertarian
By Bruce Baechler

Recently the “right-to-work” advocates
have been vocal in the LP. “Right-to-work”
activists have spoken at at least two state
conventions and have been mentioned
positively in the libertarian press on sev¬
eral occasions. If I didn’t know better, I
would think “right-to-work” was a liber¬
tarian cause.

It’s not.
Right-to-work is an attempt by anti¬

union conservatives to use government
power to weaken the unions. It is essen¬

tially an anti-discrimination law and is,
like all such laws, an interference in the
right to contract and to freely associate. As
such, right-to-work laws are condemned
by the platform of the national LP, which
calls for their repeal.
Just what are right-to-work laws? And

why are somany libertarians being snowed
by this conservative cause?

So-called “right-to-work” laws are state
laws which forbid management and un¬
ions from contracting for an arrangement
known as a union shop (or its milder ver¬
sion, the agency shop).
A union shop is a workplace where, by

contract, everyone in the bargaining unit
must join the union within a specified
period oftime (usually 30 days) after being
hired.
In an agency shop one doesn’t have to

College Students’
Opinions Checked
In New Mexico
As part of a plan to form a student

libertarian group at San Juan College,
Farmington, NM, members of the Liber¬
tarian Party enrolled there conducted a

survey of student opinion at the Student
Union Building. Thirty-six students an¬
swered ten questions dealing with per¬
sonal and economic freedom.

The results: 14 had views clearly iden¬
tifiable as libertarian, 12 were moderates
(or centrists on the Nolan chart), 3 were
conservatives, 3 were liberals, 4 were
authoritarian.

actually join the union, but is required to
pay a fee (usually the same as the dues, but
without such things as political contribu¬
tions) for the union’s services in bargain¬
ing and other matters.

Both the union shop and the agency
shop aremilder than the closed shop which
allows only those who are already union
members to be hired.

Closed shops are, with minor excep¬
tions inmaritime and construction, illegal
under federal law, although they would be
legal in a libertarian society.

Federal labor law mandates union rec¬

ognition in certain circumstances and
requires good faith bargainingover wages,
hours, and conditions of work. (Libertari¬
ans oppose this, of course.) It does not
require bargaining over “union security”
provisions such as the union shop. An
employer may refuse to negotiate over
these provisionswithout violating the law.
In most states, though, they are “on the
table”asitemsto bargai n over, to be traded
by one or the other party in the give and
take of the negotiating. In “right-to-work”
states the government has taken away
that bargaining chip.
“Right-to-work” has become somewhat

of a sacred cow among conservatives, and
I imagine some libertarians who do not
understand the issue have been taken in
by this. But consider: A person may have a
“right to work,” but there is no Sight to
work for someone who doesn’t want to
employ you.” This is what the so-called
“right-to-work” laws mandate.

The Libertarian Party is not conserva¬
tive and is not anti-union. We are pro¬
freedom, and that includes the freedom of
employers to figure out what kind of deal
they want to make with the unions.

This is one of the few issues on which we
support organized labor’s position. Let’s
not let knee-jerk anti-unionism spurred
on by clever conservatives get in the way of
sound libertarianism.
I would be interested in hearing from

anyone interested in the subject of liber¬
tarians and labor relations. Write me do
LP of Texas, P.O. Box 49854, Austin TX
78765.

Baechler is Chair of the Libertarian
Party of Texas and a former labor organ¬
izer.

A Tragedy
Geb Sommers, executive director

of the South Carolina Libertarian
Party, has lost both of his beloved
sons, 14-year-old Mark and 17-year-
old Derek, in a boating accident dur¬
ing a camping trip. Both of the boys
were experienced campers and ca¬
noeists but were caught up in unusu¬
ally violent 50-knot weather on Lake
Murray in South Carolina.

Every libertarian should join in
loving sympathy for Geb’s loss.

A Ruble for
Your Thoughts
By Brooke King

The Soviets are offering a prize of25,000
U.S. dollars, or the equivalent in another
hard currency, for a plan to establish the
ruble as a convertible currency. I read this
on page 2B of the February 15,1990, issue
of USA Today.
An address for entry is:

Soviet Embassy
1125 16th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

This has the potential of providing an
opportunity to guide them toward the free
market and to enrich the winner, perhaps
an organization or individual active in pro¬
moting freedom.

The Soviets have placed no restrictions
on the contest. For example, there is no
stated rule that the ruble must remain a

protected monopoly in the Soviet currency
market or that Soviet government assets
cannot be used as collateral.

The Soviets did say (to quote from USA
Today’s article by Kevin Maney) that “a
plan might include how to keep food prices
from soaring and how to offer the ruble on
currency markets worldwide,” but no
specific rules were given. Youmay wish to
write and ask for rules or guide lines.

Good brainstorming and good luck if
you choose to compete.

Tucson LP Urges
Space Privatization
By Peter Schmerl

Fed up with the federal government’s
monopoly on space transportation?Agroup
ofresourceful libertarians are doing some¬
thing about it. Members of the Tucson
Space Society (formerly the L-5 Society)
have written a space privatization bill and
successfullyhad it introduced in Congress.

Sponsored by Ron Packard (R-CA), H.R.
2674 is intended to encourage the develop¬
ment ofa competitive United States space
transportation industry by requiring the
federal government to contract for com¬

mercially provided space transportation
services.

According to Mark Voelker, President
of the Tucson Space Society, the bill is
intended to lower the costs of putting
payloads into orbit by creating competi¬
tion in the launch industry while expand¬
ing themarket for launch services. The bill
also reduces excessive government inter¬
ference in rocket design and engineering.
In the long term, they expect costs to come
down dramatically.

“Rockets built to government standards,
and derived from 1950’s military technol¬
ogy, are simply not designed to minimize
costs,” said Voelker. “They are high ticket,
gold plated items which were designed
decades ago and paid for with the taxpay-
ers’blank check. Lackofcompetitionmeant
there was no incentive to cut costs—espe¬
cially through the many small improve¬
ments typical of commercial innovation,
which eventually add up to large-scale
savings.”

The bill requires the federal govern¬
ment to purchase space transportation
services from private companies via com¬
petitive bidding.

In addition toMr. Packard, the Tucson
Space Society has successfully foundmore
than 40 congressmen to co-sponsor their
bill. However, they need your help. Ask
your congressman to co-sponsor and sup¬
port H.R. 2674. You can reach your con¬
gressman by writing to him at the U.S.
House ofRepresentatives,Washington, DC
20515, or by looking in the government
pages of your local phone book.

For a copy of the bill or for more infor¬
mation, write to the Tucson Space Society,
5100 N. Moonstone, Tucson, AZ 85715, or
call 602-327-9205.

Testimonial from David R. Hunt of Ypsilanti, MI:
"Thank you for so quickly shipping my next 25 ‘Liberty
Primers’.
" ‘A Liberty Primer’ is the only Libertarian reference
in which any and all questions come up for discussion.
Rather than trying to tell people what to think, this
resource explains how to think. Liberty is demonstrated
to be the only effective means to establish and promote
true moral and ethical standards in individuals and in
overall society.
"I always carry a copy in my car to give to people I
meet by happenstance. I have given away 50 copies so
far over 5 years time. It’s an easy outreach tool to use."

To order your copy send S8.95 (includes postage) to:

Genessee Valley SIL
Box 10224
Rochester, NY 14610

Quantity Discounts Available

It’s Time for the LP to Ham It Up
By Robert D. Moore

Here in Arizona, the medium of radio is being used
to broadcast the views of the Libertarian Party. The
Pima County Libertarian Party (Tucson area) has
already been airing paid radio spots for some time.
The Maricopa County Libertarian Party has used
radio advertising in the past during elections, and is
also preparing to create a paid spot on local news
radio. It is hoped that an undiluted libertarian com¬
mercial with some information on how to learn more

about the Libertarian Party, and libertarianism in
general, will prove a wise investment in attracting
more people.

The medium of radio is not limited solely to stan¬
dard AM and FM frequencies seen on your ordinary
car radio or stereo at home. Commercial radio has also
made its appearance on shortwave frequencieswithin
the past few years.

Short wave was (and still is) used by governments
to broadcast to other nations in other languages. The
Voice of America, the BBC, and Radio Moscow are
representative of this use of broadcasting. These

stations saturate the planet with their respective
government lines. Also present in the short wave band
are amateur operators (hams), military units, spy
broadcasts, and pirate operators.
I wonder what the resultsmight be if the Libertar¬

ian Party advertised on a short wave station to the
world. Stations such as WRNO Worldwide in New
Orleans and KUSW in Salt Lake City reach across
borders to Asia, South America, North America, and
Europe. Short wave is a primary source of news to
many peoples. In North America, short wave listeners
are generally better educated, and already have an
open mind. They listen to many viewpoints.

Moore is treasureroftheMaricopa County Libertar¬
ian Party.
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Computer Bulletin Boards Help Spread the Word
By Jo© Dehn

Libertarians are now using electronic
bulletin boards (BBSs) and electronicmail¬
ing lists every day to distribute news about
libertarian activities across the country.
They are also using them to propose and
comment on ideas, both in political theory
and practical politics.

The largest facility of this type is called
Libemet. It brings together people on 20
Fidonet BBSs around the country, plus
about 100 other people who use electronic
mail networks that are partofthe Internet
(including UUCP and BITNET).

The Fidonet portion of this facility is
called the LIBERTY “echo” (“echo” being a
general term used in Fidonet for any facil¬
ity ofthis type). Started just last winter, it
now reaches people in 10 states, andmore
BBSs are being added all the time.
Unlike the systems involved in other

kinds ofnetworks, Fidonet BBSs are gen¬
erally owned and operated by individuals
or small organizations—they have built a
nationwide network not on a socialist or
corporate model, but on an essentially
libertarian model of voluntary coopera¬
tion. The operator of each BBS decides
what “echos” to participate in—those who
have chosen to join in the LIBERTY echo
are a diverse group: some are LP activists,
while somewould not even call themselves
libertarians but simply want to make the
libertarian viewpoint available to their
users. This is not a facility run by or solely
for the benefit of the LP—it is open to
anyone interested in the libertarian move¬
ment.

In addition to the LIBERTY echo, some
of the same Fidonet BBSs participate in
one specifically for discussion of LP busi¬
ness on the national level, called “LPUS.”
In some states where there is more than

one participating BBS, there is also an
echo for news and discussion relating to
the state LP. And, for people with more
specific interests, other echos can easily be
set up at any time. For example, there is
now one devoted to Objectivism.

Now, thanks to personal computer tech¬
nology and “gateways” between different
networks, information can be delivered
quickly (usually overnight) to libertarians
all across the country, at very low cost.
Think of this as a “libertarian newswire”
or “electronic letters to the editor,” or as
somethingcompletely new—whateverway
you use it, you can improve your contacts
with other libertarians and enhance your
ability to achieve success in your own lib¬
ertarian projects, whatever form they take.

What You Can Do
Editors: Publish lists of these BBSs

(nationwide, or just the ones for your area,
depending on readership) so that more
libertarians will know that they are avail¬
able. Read these messages on a regular
basis, and bring news and activist ideas
from other parts of the country to your
readers.
Activists: Post messages about your

activities, so that libertarians in other
places will know what you are doing. Read
about what others are doing and be on the
lookout for opportunities for cooperation
and exchange of techniques, literature,
and other activist tools.

Everybody: If you know someone who
runs a BBS, or if you would be interested
in running one yourself, contact me or any
of the other LIBERTY BBS operators to
find out how to get connected up to our na¬
tionwide network.
Computer BBSs not only make possible

the sending and receiving of individual
messages, but also the storage and display
of larger files, such as computer programs
and articles. Many BBS operators would
like to make articles on libertarian sub¬
jects, or articles that approach a subject
from a libertarian perspective, available
to the users of their system.
This is another outreach tool—a way to

extend the readership oflibertarian mate¬
rial to a new audience. Thematerial for the
most part already exists and is being
published in printed form. With closer
cooperation between BBS operators and
existing libertarian publications, we can
speed up the process of this new kind of
“reprinting” and make a much larger
quantity of material available.

Many state LPnewsletters and special-
interest libertarian publications contain
articles that would be of interest outside
theirnormal readership. Many are already
being prepared using “desktop publish¬
ing,” and articles could be transferred to
the BBSs on diskette or by modem. Text
can also be converted to computer-read¬
able form using optical scanning devices,
although this is a bit less convenient.
Regardless of the method, once the mate¬
rial is on one BBS it is a relatively simple
matter to distribute it to others.

There are many other ways that our
libertarian computer connections can be
used to improve communication among
individual libertarians, LP organizations,
andother libertarian-oriented groups. For
example, names and addresses of new
prospects and ofpeople whomove from one
state to another could be transmitted from
one local LP affiliate to another, quickly
and automatically. The LP national office
could participate as well.

There are undoubtedly possibilities that
nobody has even discussed yet. I hope to be
“talking” to more of you soon through our
growing BBS network.

NES Admits Goof
RobertW. Flaherty, Executive Director

of the News Election Service, wrote a let¬
ter to Congressman Edward J. Markey of
Massachusetts, in response to Congress¬
man Marke/s letter of inquiry as to why
NES didn’t report the vote for a New Alli¬
ance Party candidate for New York city
council whohad polled 42 percent.Flaherty
stated, “With the benefit of hindsight, I
believe this failure to collect the return^ of
Mr. Espada was amistake...NES routinely
reports the vote count for the Democratic,
Republican, Liberal, Conservative, and
Right to Life candidates. Neither NES, nor
apparently any of the local news organiza¬
tions it serves, was aware of the depth of
support for Mr. Espada, who ran on the
NewAllianceParty line; ifwe hadbeen, we
most certainly would have reported his
vote count. While our failure to perceive
the candidate’s ultimate strength in this
one councilmanic race was obviously re¬
grettable, to the best ofmy knowledge it is
the only incident of its kind since NES
began operations in 1964.”

Any arguments?
—Reprinted inpart from “BallotAccess

News”, February 12, 1990.

Rieger Sets Example
George Rieger, profiled recently in the

Wall Street Journal, describes himself
as a libertarian. The movement could
use a lot more like him.

Professionally, Riegermanages halfa
billion dollars in investment
funds through his Rieger,
Robertson & Harrington
company in New York’s
Rockefeller Center.
Offhours, Rieger is treas¬

urer of the innovative and
widely acclaimed Albert G. Oliver Pro¬
gram, which selects the most promising
black andHispanic students inNewYork
City and helps them through financing
attendance at one of 18 top-rated board¬
ing and day schools in the Northeast.
There are currently 60 Oliver Program
students. Besides financial aid, the pro¬
gram helps the students get the sort of
summer jobs that often are available
only to kids with good family connec¬
tions.

Each student, also, is expected to vol¬
unteer for community service even while
maintaining acceptable grades in the
elite prep schools they attend.
Capitalism, Rieger says, is waning in

America. He fears, according to the Wall
Street Journal interview with him, that
the “nation grows more polarized be¬

tween a professional-entrepreneurial
class and a mass of sullen workers and
the unemployed.”

Rieger also teaches a Junior Achieve¬
ment class at Public School 45 in Har¬

lem.
As for the Oliver Pro¬

gram, Rieger says, “We are
very concerned that our
students not be identified as

people who have been se¬
lected [just because they

need] assistance. We feel that they can
compete with anybody...I believe that
the philosophy that is the basis for the
OliverProgram isantithetical toaffirma¬
tive action...One ofthe things I say tomy
students is that you can compete with
any Caucasian, but you have to compete
on their ground, because right now they
occupy the ground you’re trying to
take...Your competition exists, and it’s
in Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan.
They’re learning English. One of the
things I insist oninmy classes is that the
children speak English and speak it
clearly.”
For anyone who feels that libertari¬

ans are not sufficiently engaged with
local social problems, libertarian finan¬
cier George Rieger is a welcome example
to the contrary.

Libertarian
Profile

FULLY INFORMED JURIES = FREEDOMS BY THE DOZEN!
YES - I WANT TO HELP FIJA HAPPEN!

□ My contribution of $ is enclosed.

□ Please bill my Mastercard □ VISAD $ per month for months, beginning date i

Card# = = - Expires L

PLEASE CLIP OR
COPY AND SEND WITH
YOUR ORDER AND/OR
CONTRIBUTION TO:

Signature Name Phone ( )

Address City State Zip

Occupation* Employer*
* This information required by Montana law if/when your total contributions exceed $75

□ I’m enclosing $15 each for FIJA logo t-shirt(s); M, L,

□ Please send me “WANTED! FULLY INFORMED JURIES”

□ Count me an (activist volunteer) (interested party) in my state!

XL; □ Sets of six assorted buttons, (2) $10.00 per set.

vinyl bumper stickers. I’m enclosing a minimum of $1.50 each.

NOTE: FUA HQ PHONE IS (406) 793-5550.
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DC-LP Nominates
Mayoral Candidate

Bennett’s Policy a Bust
TheLibertarianParty,whichhas been

in the forefront of the movement to rele¬
galizevoluntarydrpgusefor ipanyyears,
has reacted to drug czar William Ben¬
nett’s current “War on Drugs” appeal.
Inabitangresponse,LPNationalChair

David Walter branded the Bennett pro¬
gram as more of the same blind reaction¬
ary approach to drug abuse that causes
more problems than it can ever solve.

“The czar is throwing gasoline on a
fire and pretending that he can extin¬
guish it. The only resultofan intensifica¬
tion in Bennett’s warwill be more urban
murder,more crime,more cloggedcourts,
and more American intervention in the
affairs of foreign nations ... it’s time to
end these problems by the relegalization
of drugs,” urged Walter.

WalterandNancyLord, LPcandidate
for mayor ofWashington, DC,
released statements critica] of the Ben¬
nett anti-drug strategy at a news confer¬
ence called by the Drug Policy Network.
“Bennett has stated that DC is a test

case for his strategy. Last year there
were 438 murders in this city,” says
Lord, “and the 1990 pace is well ahead of
that rate. If this is a test, then his strat¬
egy has already failed.”
Walter added, “Czar Bennett has re¬

ferred to the proponents of relegaliza¬
tion as ‘cynics and defeatists.’ He [Ben¬
nett] is leading this nation to certain
defeat, calling for more counterproduc¬
tive federal spending and now ‘concen¬
tration campuses’ in a hopeless attempt
to win a hopeless war.”

State House Seat Is Key
Goal For Campaign ’90
By Mary Gingell

Affiliate Campaigns Committee Chair
Steve Dasbach reports that the ACC (also
known as Campaign ^O) has put together
plans for helping LP candidates through¬
out the country.

Campaign *90 has set the followinggoal s
for this year’s election season: 1) Elect one
libertarian to a state legislature in a con¬
tested, partisan race. 2) Generate over
20,000 inquiries for additional informa¬
tion about the LP (which should result in
%000-4,000 new members).

Steve’s committee is trying to identify
12 candidates in 12 different states who
are willing and able to run campaigns to
win a state house seat. He has several
candidates already, but he urges all state
chairs to let him know immediately ifyour
state has such a candidate.

Steve suggests the following guidelines
for deciding ifyou have a potentially win-
nable state house race:

1. Your campaign team should be plan¬
ning to outspend the Democratic and
Republican candidates by a factor oftwo or
three, and to spend at least $5 per vote. A
district in which 6,000 votes or fewer are
normally needed to win is a likely target.
This wouldmean raising and spending up
to $30,000. Your campaign should plan to
raise one third of this money by August 1
locally and within the state. Ifyour race is
one of the two or three winnable races

ultimately targeted by the ACC, you can
hope to receive one third of your funding
through their program, leaving the re¬
maining third to be raised locally August
through November.

2.Yourcandidatemusthave some stand¬
ing in the community (i.e., long-time resi¬
dent, employed there, active in civic and
volunteer groups, etc.). A college graduate
who has justmoved to a new town in a new
state probably won’t be a winnable candi¬
date.

3. Your candidate must be willing to
make a serious time commitment to this
project.

4. Your districtmust have strong volun¬
teer potential.

Steve warns that you not prejudge that
an incumbent could never be beaten.What
might be considered a losing race for a
Democrat or Republican with an en¬

trenched incumbent opponent may in fact
be a good shot for the Libertarian candi¬
date.
Ifyour campaign is chosen as one of the

12 winnable races, you will be eligible for
training programs, financial assistance,
help with campaign materials and adver¬
tising, and fundraising assistance from
Campaign ”90.
Ofcourse,mostofourcampaigns around

the country will be designed to collect
names ofprospective libertarians. TheACC
has an ongoing teleconferencing program
designed to train candidates and cam¬
paign managers about how to use their
campaignsmosteffectively to collectnames
of interested people.

The first teleconference training pro¬
gram for outreach campaigns will begin in
March or April, depending on how soon
Steve hears from at least eight candidates
interested in participating.

Please send Steve Dasbach (4523Morn¬
ingWind Place, Fort Wayne, IN 46804) a
list ofall LP candidates in your state (with
addresses and phone numbers) as soon as
possible. He will be mailing much more
detailed information about the services of
Campaign ’90 directly to all candidates on
his list.

Steve offers one final comment: “Televi¬
sion advertising is not necessarily outside
your reach, even in an outreach campaign.
In Indianapolis, $70 buys a 30 second ad
locally inserted on the CNN channel. Pro¬
duction costs will be about $1,000 for your
own ad. But for an outreach campaign, you
can purchase national LFs generic ads,
your candidate can record the tag line (so
your adwill qualify for political rates), and
you’re in business. In 1988 in Georgia the
generic LP ads (including those run at 2
AM) generated an average of 26 responses
per ad.”

Mary Gingell is Vice-Chair of the Na¬
tional Libertarian Party and Chair of
the Affiliate Parties Committee.

The District of Columbia Libertarian
Party has been reconstituted after the
election of party officers and the nomina¬
tion of candidates for public office. Steve
Fielder, Treasurer-LNC, presidedas chair¬
man pro-tern of the reconstitution conven¬
tion. Dean Ahmad, At-Large-Rep-LNC,
served as recording secretary pro-tern.
Others assisting with the DC-LP Conven¬
tion were Robert Murphy, Bill Redpath,
CliffordThies, Nick Dunbar, AgnesRegier,
Christine Fielder, Tomas Estrada-Palma,
and Pennsylvania state chair John Famu-
laro. Approximately 60 DC-LP supporters
attended.

Ron Paul, who was in DC announcing
the formation of the Coalition to EndDrug
Violence in a news conference, stopped by
to lend his support to the DC-LP. Paul
addressed the body, calling for party unity
and stressing the importance of the liber¬
tarian message concerning the “War on
Drugs” being spread worldwide. Paul’s “At
Issue” TV show began March 7th on the
Discovery Channel, bringing the libertar¬
ian view to current issues.

Nancy Lord received the DC-LFs nomi¬
nation for mayor of DC. Dr. Lord, already
a licensed physician, is currently in her
final year of study at Georgetown Law
Center. A former clinical director for a

major pharmaceutical company, she has
owned and operated a medical-legal con-
sultingbusinessfor several years. Dr. Lord
is a native oftheWashingtonmetropolitan
area and has been politically active for
years, working with such organizations as
the Drug Policy Foundation, the National
Rifle Association, the National Abortion
Rights Action League, the National Tax¬
payers Union, the National Tax Limita¬
tion Committee, and the National Drug
Policy Network.

Dr. Nancy Lord is the Libertarian
Party candidate for mayor of
Washington, DC.

Dr. Lord is running for mayor in order
to set the terms of the debate on the very
serious problems facing DC. AsMayor, she
would end the counterproductive “War on
Drugs”; empower the poor by removing
government-imposed barriers to entrepre¬
neurship and economic progress; fight any
tax increase; slash the bureaucracy; and
makeWashington a city that works again.

The DC-LP members elected Me-Me
King, Chair, RobertHunt, Vice-Chair; and
Michael Tanner, Secretary/Treasurer. For
more information on Dr. Lord’s campaign,
contact Me-Me King at 202-543-1988.

We Want You, We Need You...
The Libertarian Party NEWSneeds and

wants your contributions and suggestions
in regard to:

• Stories ofsuccessful LibertarianParty
activities, large or small.

• Actions, events, or campaigns that
brought in new members.

• Oppressive laws blocked or repealed
by Libertarian Party activism.

• Individual libertarians, party mem¬
bers or not, whose work for liberty should
be recognized.

• Examples of productive cooperation
between Libertarian Party and non-party
groups or individuals.

• Examples of productive public rela¬
tions efforts.

• Anything that you think other liber¬
tarians should know about.

•Good quality, high contrast, unclut¬
tered and fully identified photographs of
party events or personalities.

Now that we are publishing the NEWS
monthly, the copy deadline for each issue
will be the first dayofthemonth preceding
the date ofissue (i.e., May 1 isthe deadline
for the June issue, which will be printed
andmailed by the middle ofMay butmay
take up to four weeks to reach readers
thanks to our third-class mailing permit
and the efficiency of the U.S. Postal Serv¬
ice.)

The most useful lengths for stories in
the Libertarian Party NEWS are between
150 and 700 words. 'Die editors reserve the
right to edit submitted material for style
and length while making every effort to
not change meaning. If authors do not
accept the possibili tyoftheirmaterial being
edited in any way, they should make it
clear that this is a stipulation regarding
the use of their material. Only material
accompanied by self-addressed, stamped
envelopes will be returned.

Coming: Special Candidates’ Issue
A good deal, ifnot all, ofourAugust issue is going to be devoted

to the serious races for public office which Libertarian Party
members already have set in motion. Ifyou are planning to be a
candidate, let us know by July 1. Ifyou have already worked out
a campaign plan let us know about that also.
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It Just Doesn’t Make Good Census to Me
By Bud Ruehle

I was one ofthe lucky ones whowas sent
the short form census questionnaire in
1980. If I remember correctly, it was only
about four pages. The official declaration
on the front of the form stated that I was
required by law to answer the questions.
I wondered if an individual among the

census takers would be willing to put his
personal guarantee to the legitimacy of
that law. So I drew up a very simple docu¬
ment containing language something of
this order:
“I, (name of census taker), by signing

below, do personally guarantee to Mr.
Ruehle that the information I am requir¬
ing him to disclose for the 1980 census is
not an infringement ofhis right ofprivacy
as expressed in the U.S. Constitution; and
furthermore, if it is ever determined that
the demanding of this information has
violated this or any other of his rights, I
will accept full liability and the conse¬
quences thereof.”
Having no legal background, I really

don’t have any idea of the value of such a
document. But it worked.
I answered only the questions which I

felt were legitimate, such as our names,
address, ages, and maybe a couple ofother
items that would verify our existence.
A couple ofweeks later, someone called

me on the phone and asked for the omitted
information. I told him I don’t divulge
things like that over the phone. A day or
two later, a woman arrived at my home.

She asked why I hadn’t given the re¬
quired information and I explained that I

thought it was my right not to, meaning
that I thought it violated my right to pri¬
vacy. She assured me that it was all per¬
fectly legal, and that “everyone is required
to do it.”
I handed her my document and said:

“Then you won’t mind attesting to that,
will you?”

She read it a couple of times and said:
“What is this for?”
“It says that you will take full personal

responsibility if it is ever determined that
this census has violated any ofmy Consti¬
tutional rights,” I explained.
“I’m not going to sign this,” she said.

“Nobody said I would have to sign any¬
thing. Why are you concerned aboutgiving
this information, anyway?” she asked.
“Why are you concerned about signing

my paper?” I responded.
Thoroughly unprepared for the situ¬

ation, she left.
The next day, aman identifyinghimself

as a “Supervisor of the Census” arrived at
the door. I invited him in, and he couldn’t
have been more cordial. He obviously had
some training because he went into a long
spiel about how important it was for the
government to know where everybody and
everything is. He said the government has
to knowwhat is above average and what is
below, so “it can plan for us with more
reliability. Without a routine inventory,
moving the nation’s resources around is
chancy.” (I kid you not).
I told him that I didn’t consider any one

inmy family, or the property I have worked
hard to accumulate, to be national re¬
sources or assets to be inventoried.

He apologized for inferring that my
family was a national resource, and said
that he didn’t mean to suggest we were.
“Pardonme,” I quipped, “but why would

the governmentwant toknowwhere things
were if it had no power to control them? If
all this is just an academic exercise, isn’t it
a waste ofmoney to collect and organize all
this data?”
“Well anyway,” he said, “you’re going to

have to give me the information that the
form requires.”
“OK,” I said, slipping him my paper,

“just put your name on the top line and
sign at the bottom.”
Evidently he was expecting it, gave it a

glance and said: “Look, I’m only following
orders and doing my job.”
“And I’m only following my conscience

and doing my duty,” I replied. “All I want
is for somebody to be forthright enough to
put their signature where their opinion is.
I don’t care if it’s you, the chief census

taker, a judge, a Congressman, the Presi¬
dent — anybody at all who will take the
responsibility.”

Then he became stern: “You have to

give me this information!”
“I will, “ I said, “just as soon as you sign

this paper.”
“You’re not getting the picture,” he said.
“You’re not getting the point,” I said.

“The only reason you hesitate to sign my
affirmation is because you’re not abso¬
lutely certain that what you’re doing is
within Constitutional constraints. If you
were 100 percent sure that the powers-
that-be in Washington had the full legal
authority to intrude into every American
home and that your personal guarantee of
liability would be fully supported by them,
you wouldn’t hesitate to sign this docu¬
ment. So as long as you’re reluctant to
sign, I’m reluctant to comply. And frankly,
ifyou never inquired about this when you
took the job, don’t you sit up nights worry¬
ing?”
I could tell that last statementmade hi s

day.
“Are you going to sue, or challenge the

census?” he asked.
“I don’t know,” I said, “butmaybe some¬

day somebody will, and then I’ll be entitled
to seek damages from whoever it was that
signed this paper.”

He said he was going to have to get
further advice, folded his file, and left. We
shook hands and I never heard from any¬
one after that.

Bud Ruehle is active in the Pennsyl¬
vania LP.

Ohio LP Stands Up for Freedom of the Press
By Mark Ginter

A series of police raids on Franklin
County(Columbus), Ohioadult bookstores
has sparked a sharp response by the Lib¬
ertarian Party of Ohio, and pushed the
group into the center of debate over por¬
nography.

The raids this year on 10 area book¬
stores were the latest in a long line of
attempts by county officials to stamp out
ever-loosely defined “obscene material.”
This time government harassment may
have backfired.

The center of the controversy is Earl
Smith, longtime sheriffofFranklinCounty.
The sheriffs over-zealous pursuit of this
civil case (being tried under public nui¬
sance statutes) earned him verbal rebuke
from a judge hearing the case and an order
to return 58 cartons of material improp¬
erly seized.

On January 22 libertarians in the area
launched “OperationWhoDecides,” with a
first printing of 10,000 brochures entitled
“The Public vs. Earl Smith” and subtitled
“Who decides what you can see?” Distribu¬
tion went first to the affected businesses,
via an agreement with the proprietors.

On February 4, James A. Parker,
Central RegienRepresentative for the LPO,
announced (on the local NBC-TV affiliate)
the start of phase two of the campaign.

On Monday, February 5, a large ad
sponsored by the LPO appeared in The
Columbus Dispatch and in “Business
First,” the local business tabloid. Radio
spots also began playing that day on

WTVN-AM, the area’s largest radio sta¬
tion. The content of the print ad, virtually
identical to the brochure, included the
LPO’s toll-free phone number and a tear-
out “for more information” coupon. The
radio spot was in the form of a dialogue
between a man and a woman.

Response to phase two of the ad cam¬
paign was swift. A local talk show host,
Jim Bleikamp, invited Parker and Matt
Gaylor, Central Ohio Chair, to debate
Sheriff Smith that night on the
air. The libertarians ac¬

cepted but the sheriffde¬
clined. But Smith was

goaded and half-way
through the show he
called in.
A sharp on-air ex¬

change followed. Smith
tried to portray the liber¬
tarians as radicals, with¬
out support in the general
public. ButParker and Gay¬
lor said that the existence of
so many adult bookstores in
the Greater Columbus area

was proof that, using the Su¬
preme Court’s “community
standards” test, the bookstores
should be free to do business unharassed
by the government; and that there was
widespread support for the libertarian
opinion. Parker and Gaylor also pointed
out that demopublican ballot access laws
were a huge hindrance to getting opposing
views across in the political media; thus,
the necessity for an ad campaign.

Meanwhile, 18 calls regarding the ad
campaign were received on the toll-free
number the first day. Some were critical,
but others offered praise and requested
more information. Approximately 70 mail
responses were received in the first five
days following release ofthe ads. Of those,
only three were critical.

For his part, Sheriff
Smith tried to force financial
disclosure by the LPO of fund¬
ing for “Operation Who De¬
cides” through the Ohio Sec¬
retary ofState and the Fran¬
klin County Board of Elec¬
tions. (The Libertarian
Party does not have to re¬
port financing on i ssues not
related to either elections
or candidacies).
A second printing of

10,000 brochures has since
been received and distrib-
uted. Two independent video
stores who do not deal in the
alleged obscenematerial have
joined adult bookstores
throughout the area in distrib¬
uting “The Public vs. Earl
Smith.”

A second print ad in the series has ap¬
peared in the business tabloid. The ad se¬
lected for use was the one on pornography
developed by David Nolan’s Advertising
Development Committee. The Nolan ad is
also being used to reach students at Ohio
State University, via the student publica¬
tion “Lantern” (circulation 78,000). In ad¬

dition, a second radio spot was played.
James Parker, principal author of the

brochure (the basis for the first print ad)
and both radio spots, calls the response to
date “quite positive.”

He adds, “Very few people have ex¬
pressed disagreement. And we’ve even had
several expressinterestin gettinginvolved
with the party.”
MattGaylor, the LPO’s chairman in the

region, is happywith the alliance between
those subject to government harassment
(the store owners) and those who defend
on principle the rights ofall persons to be¬
have in any way that does not involve
coercion.

“Both groups are gaining as a result of
this campaign,” says Gaylor. “The adult
bookstore owners benefit from wider pub¬
lic support. The partybenefits from greater
recognition of who we are and what we
stand for.”

The number of responses (now climbing
toward 150) indicates a substantial in¬
crease in party activities in the coming
months.
Parker concludes, “I would like to see

this campaign used as a model for similar
libertarian efforts to support other un¬
popular groups around the country.”

Persons interested in learning more
about the campaign should contact: James
A. Parker, Libertarian Party - Central Re¬
gion, Suite 281, 6326 E. Livingston Ave¬
nue, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068.

Mark Ginter is Chairman of the Liber¬
tarian Party ofOhio.
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Candidates’ Night Provides Surprises, Motivation
By Virginia Cropsey

Michigan Libertarians reaped a real
bonus from a special Candidates’ Night
meeting.

The original purpose was to honor and
hear from the three libertarians actually
holding public office—Charles Congdon,
Vice-Chair of the Midland Cable Commis¬
sion; James Clifton, Trustee of the Ad¬
dison Village Council; and Jim McAbee,
Romeo Library Board.

Candidates’ Night, held in Southfield,
MI, was to highlight members in office as
a way to attract more members, funding,
and publicity: the Catch-22 that success
gets you success. The goal of a political
party is to attain public office and people
want to be involved with successful en¬

deavors. The Candidates’ Night was to
focus on our success stories and to learn
from their experience. The officeholders
would tell us how they got into office, what
their duties were, what their experiences
had been, their successes and failures, and

Arizona
More than 40 Libertarians attended

the first annual county convention for the
Pima County LP. The group gave out a
“pork award” to Tucson Mayor Tom Volgy
and Tucson City Manager Joel Valdez for
taking “goodwill” vacations to the U.S.S.R.
at the taxpayers’ expense.

California
Jim Lewis, field coordinator for the LPC,

has been busy on college campuses across
the state, as well as attending gatherings
of special interest groups such as gun
owners and bikers. Lewis reports that on
college campuses his “survey”—using the
Self-Government diamond chart—has
yielded the following results: Libertarian
1,545; Centrist 900; Liberal 164; Conser¬
vative 255; and Authoritarian 74. Lewis
also notes that, “Since October I have placed
2,184 pieces of Libertarian literature in
the hands ofpeople that probablywill read
it.”

The Alameda County Libertarians re¬
cently held a “Wine and Sign” party—a
chance to relax, socialize, and sign the
Limited Terms Initiative.

Colorado
The Colorado LPs first officially sanc¬

tioned county affiliate was formed early
this year. About 30 Colorado Springs area
Libertarians met at the home ofMarylin
Vaughan and formed the El Paso County
LP.

what their goals are. The event was also
designed to kicked off Campaign ’90 and
start the collection of names of those who
wanted to run for office.
Simply by emphasizing candidacy, we

ended up with three more members on our
lists of libertarians in public office!

Dr. Larry Porzsolt called to say he had
agreed to serve on the Stockbridge Com¬
munity Schools Committee on AIDS and
Sex Education in the schools. State chair
DickWhitelock applied for and received a
position as the business community repre¬
sentative on an Ionia County commission
to study alternative sentencing for non¬
violent prisoners. LPmember Dar Tisdale
informed us that he’s been in an office for
over three years—as Treasurer ofthe Lenox
Township Economic Development Coun¬
cil.

The night of the event, we put LP of
Michigan TreasurerJeffHampton on first,
because he had just received lots of cover¬
age as leader of Citizens for a Better
Northville—a group credited with twice

^

Around the ^
States

Georgia
LP member Jimmy Harris, creator of

the GLPs “Cracked Pot Awards,” was
described as one “of the state’s most pro¬
gressive political theorists” in an article
concerninghis opposition to rent control in
Creative Loafing, Atlanta’s 100,000 circu¬
lation alternative weekly. Harris was also
described as “a colorful Georgia media-
wise Libertarian Party official.”

Elizabeth C. Goldin, the state LPs lead¬
ing vote-getter in 1988 with over 64,000
votes in a four-way race, has announced
that she is again running for the Public
Service Commission.

Illinois
Illinois Libertarian, the state party

newsletter, has been publishingan “Honor

defeating a recreational parks millage.
The idea was to show ways of becoming
involved that lead to the recognition nec¬
essary to attain office. We also wanted to
see newsclips. Hampton’s were impres¬
sive, thanks to his ability tomake libertar¬
ian arguments in terms that relate di¬
rectly to the issue, tomarshal facts, and to
speak in such a way that the reporter
prints what he says and have it make
wonderful sense, something any libertar¬
ian who’s ever given an interview can
appreciate.

He urged joining groups such as the
Chamber ofCommerce. Hampton said the
local paper now regularly calls him for
comments on all sorts of issues and hemay
have a regular column.

Dr. Porzsolt indicated that he “was in
the driver’s seat” in receiving his appoint¬
ment because by law the committee was
required to have a doctor iftheywere going
to plan discussions of “intimate reproduc¬
tive functions.” Porzsolt said the school
representative who asked him to serve on

Roll” of those leaders who have spoken out
for decriminalization of drugs. As of Feb¬
ruary, the list had grown to 30, with new
listings including Carl Sagan, Russell
Baker, Garry Trudeau, Hugh Downs, and
Tom Snyder.

Kansas
A fundraising drive, entitled Sunflower

’92, is well underway. The state party is
hoping to raise over $12,000 for a petition
drive which will begin April 15, 1990.
Leaders in the fundraising drive include
Mark Kirk, Julie Sheppard, Karl Peter-
john, Dan Reagan, David Moffett, Bill D.
Earnest, John Boyer, andRobertMurphy.

Michigan
Ron Burcham received 2.4 percent of

the vote for state House of Representa¬
tives District 25 in a special election. This
was nearly five times the Libertarian vote
total in the previous election. In the 24 (of
71) precincts where Burcham distributed
campaign literature, his vote-total was 4.6
percent. Burcham has already announced
he will be running again in the regular
election this fall.

New Hampshire
Libertarian Lines, the excellent news¬

letter of the LPNH, notes that the party
there has launched its largest-ever organ¬
ized lobbyingblitz, withmore than a dozen
members testifying before the state legis¬
lature in Concord. The pro-liberty testi¬
mony—on gun laws, drug legalization, and
abortion rights—won praise from several
state representatives and a mention in at
least three state newspapers.

New Mexico
The San Juan CountyLibertarianshave

been very busy—a direct mail outreach
project, a pro-choice march, censorship
opposition, protesting a publicly-funded
golf course, a booth at a motorcycle run/
show, and their major opposition to an
irrigation project repayment contract. A
lawsuit has been filed against the county
commissioners who voted for this contract.
The lawsuit claims that approval of the
repayment contract violates that part of
the state constitution that requires any¬
thing causing a public debt be decided by
referendum.The irrigation projecthas been
in the planning stages for decades, and if
built would cost the county $12.8 million.
One county commissioner stated: “The

the committee said, “Doctor, your position
on central planning and committees is
well-known ...” Porzsolt had turned down
a planning committee assignment in the
past, saying “central planningis the kissof
death.” But now he felt it was important
that the committee get the libertarian point
of view.

McAbee advocated civic group partici¬
pation as a means to gaining a committee
assignment. Hampton also said that the
media and civic leaders all know he’s a

Libertarian, but he has Republicans and
Democrats in his small citizens’ group.
Whitelock stressed emphasizing the

ideas and their common sense rather than
the label. When people get a chance to
meet, and like, libertarians as people, they
are more likely to listen to and accept the
ideas. Much of thismay not seem new, but
listening to libertarians who practicewhat
many have said we should do was an en¬
lightening experience in Michigan.

Cropsey is vice-chair of the Libertarian
Party ofMichigan.

reason we don’t [have a referendum vote]
is like we’ve been saying—we just don’t
have time.”After all—the project has only
been in the planning stages for decades.

New York
In the Rochester area, Dave Hoesly, an

engineer at Xerox-Webster, was elected
Genessee Region LP Chair for 1990. Bob
Walton, an engineer at Kodak Park, was
elected chair for the Genessee Valley SIL.

Ohio
Jim Fuller of Miami (OH) University

has written a series of five columns on

libertarian themes for the college newspa¬
per. He is also helping the effort to rescind
zoning in Morgan Township.

South Carolina
State party members are active in a

fight against a “local option sales tax”
recently passed by the state legislature. A
program is also underway to petition the
legislature for a “recall bill,” to allow vot¬
ers to remove officeholders who are doing
a bad job.

Tennessee
Ken Hooper, in the Tennessee LPs

newsletter, The Volunteer, gave the 1989
Grand Prize for Most Eloquent Quotation
to George Bush for his statement: “Amer¬
ica’s freedom is the example to which the
world expires.”

Utah
The Utah LP will hold its biennial pre¬

cinct caucuses at 7 p.m.April 30 at various
locations (call 1-800-283-UTAH for the one
nearyou) throughout the state. State chair
Doug Jones will address the meetings on
KVED-TV at 7 p.m., or shortly thereafter.
These caucuses elect delegates to county
and state LP conventions. Radio station
KTKK-AM will carry last minute an¬
nouncements.

Washington
Washington State’s LP executive com¬

mittee decided to abolish all fees for
membership in the LPWS. Lee Woofen-
den, state membership chair, said that
freemembershipwould eliminate renewal
hassles, while instituting a pledge pro¬
gram and additional fundraising appeals
will actually increase revenue. Due to this
new policy, state party membership also
increased from 195 to about 300.

Jury Nullification
continued from page 1
Informed Jury Amendment write to
Dodge orDoig at P.O. Box 59, Helmville,
MT 59843.

As the widely respected libertarian
writer, John Dentinger, points out,
however, jury nullification has its down
side. He cites numerous cases where
people accused ofbeatingwives, attack¬
ing gay people or, in earlier times, lynch¬
ing blacks, have been acquitted by juries
who, in their own version ofjury nullifi¬
cation, apparently approved of the vio¬
lence. The acquittal of alleged rapists
“because shewasaskingfor it”isanother
example of what Dentinger feels is a

form ofjury nullification.
“Yet there is,” he writes, “a simple,

sensible way for [libertarians] to take
advantage of ‘jury nullification,’ and it is
the same way we have to do anything
right: do it ourselves. Approach this as
follows: (1) volunteer for jury duty; (2)
shut up about your libertarian ideas in
the court and in the jury room; (3) vote to
acquit in any victimless crime case (if
others on the jury ask why, just say you
don’t believe the defendant is guilty, and
then shut up—don’t proselytize, includ¬
ing if the press wishes to interview you
later); (4) urge other libertarians to do
likewise.”
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Letters to the Editors
LP NEWS

P.O. Box 173

Kearneysville, WV 25430

Libertarianism Defined by Consensus
Libertarians should only define

themselves on issues or principle of
consensus belief. Otherwise the rights of as
many as one third of Libertarians to
communicate to the public a philosophical
difference from the "party line” are reduced.
The abortion issue is only one case of many
in which this applies. There is no libertarian
position on abortion if 30 percent or more
libertarians are pro-life. Forth is reason, there
is no justification for having an abortion plank
on the platform either way.

tf a consensus were required on the
Platform Committee and the convention floor
instead of requiring a “tyranny of the majority,”
Libertarians would more accurately be
represented to the public at large. Minutiae
from the Platform would be eliminated, ft is
possible that no consensus may be obtained
on specific issues. If so, so be it. Maybe the
Platform should only include principles of
consensus. If that is tantamount to a

Statement of Principles, perhapsthe Platform
as we know it should be eliminated.

I know it is very difficult, but can’t we
Libertarians try to refrain from ascending to
the Libertarian altar and indulging in the
flogging of each other with litmus-test
penance and receiving communion by
defining libertarianism ad-infinitum to purify
our souls?

Kenneth Prazak
Editor, Illinois Libertarian

Left-Wing Hippy Syndrome
The February 1990 LP NEWS headline

"Libertarians Raise Strongest—and Virtually
the Only Opposition to Panama Invasion”
represents one reason libertarians do not
get elected. You advertise the left-wing hippy
syndrome: the blame America first crowd.
When 80 percent of the American and
Panamanian people support the invasion,
why represent yourselves as a negative
voice? Basically, I agree with your position,
but that is not the issue. The issue is getting
elected to office by cultivating support from
middle America. George Wallace played up
foreign aid and law and order. Stand Up For
America issues almost got him elected.

Gary Meyer
Veradale, WA

Media’s Mistranslation
Have people noticed thatthe media keeps

telling us that the Chinese and East
Europeans are fighting for "democracy,” yet
the oneswho can speak English keep saying
"liberty”?

The low was hit in a recent photo of the
Lithuanian demonstrations when a banner
was translated incorrectly. I know enough

Cyrillic to know it said "liberty” and not
anything else.

Walt Karwlckl II
York, PA

Germann’s Population Maxim
The root cause of environmental problems

is not Too many people,” and industry, while
producing more, is not polluting more.

At the turn of the century you could just
about walk across the Mississippi in the Twin
Cities on the floating bogs of sewage sludge.
Now you can take a swim. I recall the air
quality in Chicago 42 years ago. It was
immeasurably worse than it is now. Even
though the population has doubled in the last
42 years and quadrupled in the last 90, the
quality of the environment has improved
immensely.

This brings me to Germann’s population
maxim: "The wealth of the people is directly
proportional to the number of people living in
freedom, and inversely proportional to the
interference they get from theirgovernment.”
Part of that wealth can be converted into
clean air and clean water. The problem is not
Too many people."The problem is Too much.
government.” Let us double and redouble
the population. It can’t hurt.

Frank J. Germann
West St. Paul, MN

Proposed Change to Statement
I am proposing the following change to

the first sentence of the Statement of

Principles. It should read:
"We, the members of the Libertarian Party,

defend the liberty of the individual and oppose
all government violations of individual rights.”

The current version says we “challenge
the cult of the omnipotent state.”This wording
is guaranteed to alienate newcomers.

Party membership does not require that
members challenge a cult. It requires only
that they support libertarian political values
and views.

Eric C. Banfield
Northern Vice-Chair, Illinois LP

No Limit
I suggest [that the party call] for the total

elimination of all speed limits... .

A mediocre driver in a 15-year-old station
wagon may only be able to drive down a
straight section of highway at 55 or 60 mph
under good road conditions, let alone poor
conditions. Yet a high caliber driver in a sport
sedan, sports car, or superbike may be able
to travel down this same section of road at
over 100 mph.

Both drivers can peacefully coexist, as
long as a couple of rules of the road are
observed. First, everyone must keep right
except to pass. When you’re done passing,
you must move over. Secondly, you must
use your turn signals to indicate all lane
changes.

Because Europeans follow these rules
religiously, typical fast traffic travels safely
and legally at 80 to 90 mph on the highways
of every country in western Europe.

* Mike Stone
Danbury,CT

Changes?
The peace and liberty myth has already

been dispensed with by Romanian and
Azerbaijani violence. As differing power
factions exhaust themselves in internecine
squabbles and racial and ethnic tensions
manifest themselves, the law of the group,
survive at all costs to peace and liberty, will
probably cause violence in other areas, too.

I support the LP executive committee
resolution. I Would support that philosophy
with or without changes, cosmetic or real, in
eastern Europe. Let us mind our own
business and leave the rest of the world the
liberty to do the same.

E. Carroll
Onalaska, WA

NOW Differences
I agree [with previous letter writers] that

the leaders of NOW are anti-libertarian in
their approach [but] I believe that the
membership of NOW are more interested in
obtaining and protecting individual rights of
women...The activist individuals are of great
importance to the Libertarian Party...

Indeed the LP does not appeal to these
women who seek special favors and
government handouts, but I don’t believe
these are major issues within the NOW
organization...

The Libertarian Party needs to reach out
to the advocates of women’s rights, the
NRA, the Chamber of Commerce, the Gay
Rights movement, NORML...the John Birch
Society, and other seemingly incompatible
groups.

John A. Bennett, D.O.
Sequim, WA

Necessary Tolerance
Abbey Lawrence’s letter in the February

1990 LP NEWS takes libertarians to task
who promote outreach to liberal-minded
people...using such inflammatory remarks
as "jack-booted feminists” and "America-
hating peace droids."

Tolerance of other peoples’ lifestyles is
necessary forthe spread of liberty. Of course,
libertarians should never appear to favor

Letters to the Editors Policy
Because of limited space, we request

that letters to the editors be kept to about
200 words.

If your letter is longer we will edit it down
to that length, trying as best we can to keep
its major point intact. If you want your letter
to go as written, please keep it to less than
a single double-spaced typed page. We
have always tried to use as many letters as
possible and will continue to do so, but we
can do it only with the cooperation of letter
writers keeping their letters short. Your
attention to our space limitations will help
in sharing the space equitably with other
letter writers.

If you do not want your letter edited,
pleasemake that clear. It will not be edited,
or used, if it does not fit our space lim itations.
Some longer letters might be considered
for use as articles, but, as with any other
editorial submissions, the decision to use

or not use the material will rest with the
editors. We simply cannot, as much as
some would desire, use everything that is
submitted.

If you have a longer message, and want
it to be printed exactly as sent, you might
consider placing it in the paper as a paid
ad. As with other ads, we reserve the right
to refuse statements that are obviously
aimed simply at damaging the party,
attacking personalities, or spreading lies
or half-truths or statements that are simply
scatological or obscene. And, as with other
ads, such editorial statements must be
sent as camera-ready copy along with
payment. An example would be $120 for a
quarter-page ad (approximately 500words,
if set as a solid block using our regular
Century Schoolbook nine-on-ten-point
body-copy type size or equivalent).

government actions many leftists would like
that would ultimately reduce liberty. This
does not mean, however, that we should not
provide outreach to others, whetherthey are
from the Left, the Right, or are apolitical.
Libertarians must continue to provide an
alternative to all versions of statism.

George Meyer
Vice-Chairman, San Francisco LP

Letter of the Month

You are a stupid son of a bitch. You are
now under surveillance and two of your
associates know it. They lie for us. You
got that? Don’t think you’re too small for
this. Talk to him again and you get
microwaves. Microwaves to the head.
Don’t look for cameras—we don’t use

them. If you look for us you’ll see us.
Unsigned

[postmark] North Bay, CA

Unlibertarian Broom?
At a meeting of the Executive Committee

of the California Libertarian Party, it was
decided to endorse the two-term limitation
initiative being promoted by Operation New
Broom, a coalition of taxpayers and voter
groups heavily populated by libertarians.

Unfortunately, some libertarians regard
such a law as unlibertarian, on the basis that
it restricts the freedom of the individual. If
that is the case, then it must also be
determined that age restrictions of
officeholders, as well as the setting of the
number of years of terms—limitations which
are contained within the Constitution—are
also unlibertarian.

Against this position, I must maintain that
there is no natural right to rule, and that any
officeholder is in essence an employee, who
only has a right to serve so long and under
such conditions as his employers—the
people over whom he exercises authority—
wish him or her to serve. Public office—if it is
legitimate—is a contracted position, which
can only be held under such conditions as
the voters choose to allow.

That the results of unlimited tenure in
office are unlibertarian cannot, I think, be
argued. The pandering to special interests,
especially of the ability to tax, result in the
most awful impositions upon the people, and
in the absence of the automatic termination
of office, it must be expected that these
abuses of power will continue indefinitely.

John Vernon
Chair, LP-California

continued on page 10
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Regulation and the Reagan Era:
Politics, Bureaucracy, and the Public Interest

Following is a summaryofmajorpoints
from a useful new book, Regulation in the
Reagan Era, edited by Robert E. Meiners
and Bruce Yandle, Holmes & Meier
Publishers, Inc., $19.95 paperback, 330
Irving Place, New York, NY 10003. The
summary was prepared by the libertar¬
ian Independent Institute, 350 Sansome
Street, San Francisco, CA 94104.

• Despite health, safety, and other
claims, regulation is the triumph of spe¬
cial interests over the public interest.
For example, as ofMay 1979, the excess
cost of petroleum price controls to the
consumer was $2.5 billion per year.
Regulation by the Interstate Commerce
Commission alone resulted in an annual
$1 billion inmonopoly wages to trucking
union members and an additional $2
billion to company certificate owners.

• Under deregulation, airline travel¬
ers save $6billionannually through lower
fares and better service, and sharehold¬
ers have improved their annual earnings
by $2.5 billion. Similarly, petroleum
decontrol has reduced the nominal price
ofregularunleaded gasoline by one third.
From 1982 to 1983 alone, deregulation
resulted in increases in labor productiv¬
ity of .2 percent in the private, non-farm

sector, whereas regulation formerly
caused 12 to 21 percent of the decline in
labor productivity between 1973-76 and
1958-65.

• James Watt specifically opposed a
privatization of federal lands and re¬
sisted the original proposal to sell off 5
percent of non-sensitive lands. He in¬
stead sided with the same western
Democraticgovernorswhoopposed Presi -
dent Carter’s earlier efforts to cut fed¬
eral water projects.

• The Reagan Administration’s ma¬
jor deregulatory success, telecommuni¬
cations, resulted from a successful “mar¬
riage of ideology with interest group
pressures.” But the local interest groups
that made this success possible have
now stalled any further efforts at greater
competition in this industry.

• The entrenched bureaucracy, along
with the Civil Service System, erects
nearly insurmountable reactionary bar¬
riers against any genuine regulatory
reform.Professional bureaucrats attempt
to destroy any voices who prove effective
inmobilizing people to reduce an agency’s
program, regardless of how beneficial
such reduction might be for the general
public.

Letters
continued from page 9

Buy Radio
Libertarians ought to... get hold of some

important mechanisms for propaganda, like
radio/TV stations. My personal view is that
radio stations offer the best potential for the
dollar. TV is costly to program and tends to
attract the dense.

I believe the coming recession is going to
turn into a stemwinder. The effect, among
other things, will be a big increase in the
number of radio stations placed out for sale.
A few owners will be forced to pull the plug
and turn in their licenses. Others will sell for
whatever they can get. When these
opportunities arise I’d love to see a band of
libertarians pool their resources and get hold
of some stations. They could network together
and make quite a dent on the thinking of
audiences everywhere.

John Wrlsley
Columbia, SC

Recruitment
I think each member ought to try to submit

five names of persons he sincerely feels
might join, or contribute to, or be otherwise
beneficial to the Libertarian Party. I am
subm itting a list of 25 names whom I know to
be strongly oriented toward libertarian beliefs.
I feel that at least 75 percent of them will join.
We must plan now for ’96.

John Davis
Las Vegas, NV

Correction
In a mailing to state chairs and

membership chairs, the rules for the
membership contest were given on a sheet
headed “TAKE THE CHALLENGE: A
LIBERTARIAN PARTY MEMBERSHIP
CONTEST." There is an error in the last
sentence of the paragraph which describes
the third contest category.

The third category is “growth in dues-
paying members permillion population."That
is, the number of members at the end of the
contest period, minus the numberofmembers
at the beginning of the period, divided by the

population of the state. The first sentence
refers to “growth.” The example given in the
second sentence is also correct. But in the
third sentence, the one beginning “The state
with the highest...,” neitherthe word “growth"
nor the word “increase" occurs—this is
incorrect, and could lead to confusion.

If you are a state chair or regional
representative, please make sure the
membership chairs in your state or region
have the correct information. All three
measures being used for this contest are
based on INCREASE in membership. For a
summary of definitions of the various
measures involved, and examples of actual
values of these measures for a recent period,
see [my article in the February Libertarian
Party NEWS],

Joseph W. Dehn, III
Littleton, CO

Letter to the NRA
J. Warren Cassidy
National Rifle Association
1600 Rhode Island Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036

Iwanttothankyouforthe consideration
your organization has shown the
Libertarian Party in recent months. I
especially appreciate the kind words you
had for Dr. Paul.

It may interest you to know that we
have received 92 information requests to
date as a result of your printing our 800
number in the January issue. I will update
you further if you would like. A member in
Oregon just received their copy today, so
surely more is yet to come.

I sympathize with your position
regarding supporting the candidates that
are most likely to win. I realize that the LP
has not made a considerable showing to
date. However, I can assure you that
whoever the Libertarian candidates are,
they will support the rights of gun owners
everywhere.

For Liberty!

D. Nick Dunbar
Libertarian Party National Director

Greens and Trade
By Dan Sullivan

Major barriers to libertarian coopera¬
tion with the Green political movement
include the antagonism of some Greens
toward private property and toward free
trade. But the scene is not altogether bleak.
There are Greens, for instance, who take
free trade as seriously as do libertarians.
Here, from a Canadian Green commenta¬
tor , is encouraging evidence that the liber-
tarian-Green dialogue should continue.

From a decentralist Green perspective,
trade protectionism is an unacceptable
non-solution.
It is inherently centralist, nationalistic,

monopolistic, authoritarian, and bureau¬
cratic. In essence, protection is central
powersmaking people accept bad deals on
domestic products by blocking better deals
on foreign products. It keeps domestic
monopolies fat and happy at the expense of
both domestic consumers and foreign pro¬
ducers. Ironically, Canadian arguments
about protection from U.S. competition
are nearly identical to U.S. arguments
about Japanese competition. Blaming for¬
eigners is an easy way to avoid dealing
with weaknesses in domestic systems.

ShouldToronto be aliowed to trade freely
with Montreal? Should the city be allowed
to trade freely with the suburbs? Should
you be allowed to trade with your next door

neighbor for something you could have
made yourself? Nationalistic protection
thrives only because distrust of foreigners
masks its uncooperative nature.

While the Green movement is focused
on transcending national boundaries,
protection makes it difficult to even cross
those boundaries.

Free trade is a natural process that
would work quite well in the absence of
manipulative central authority. Free trade
presents problems only because other
perversions of the marketplace have not
been remedied.

Why are taxpayers forced to subsidize
airports, seaports, and overbuilt highway
systems? Why do small, efficient produc¬
ers with few resources pay more taxes
than big inept producers allowed to mo¬
nopolize the world’s resources in the first
place? The protectionist Band-Aid does
not address these root causes. In fact, by
protecting inept domestic producers from
foreign competition, protectionism often
makes matters worse.

I 1
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State Chairs/NatCom/National Officers
Alabama Chair
Dr. Jimmy Blake
2845 Stratford Dr.
Birmingham, AL 35213
205-933-0033 (h)
Alabama HQ
P.O. Box 11514

Birmingham, AL 35202
205-933-1776 (inquiries)
Alaska Chair
Chuck House
P.O. Box 61354
Fairbanks, AK 99706
907-4794250 (h)
Alaska HQ
Alaska LP, Inc.
P.O. Box 61203
Fairbanks, AK 99706
CompuServe: 71511,204
Arizona Chair
Rick Tompkins
4730 West Northern, #1063
Glendale, AZ 85301
602-930-1268 (h)
Arizona HQ
P.O. Box 501
Phoenix, AZ 85001
602-248-8425 (inquiries)
Arkansas Chair
Contact: Frank Gilbert
P.O. Box 19731
Little Rock, AR 72119
501-778-7259 (h)
501-568-0888 (o)
Arkansas Exec. Director
Frank Kincaid
155 Ravine St.
Hot Springs, AR 71901
501-624-1988
California Chair
Gail Lightfoot
P.O. Box 3207
San Dimas, CA 91773
714-623-1117 (h)
California HQ
800-637-1776 (inquiries)
California Field Coord.
Jim Lewis
P.O. Box 614
Van Nuys, CA 91408
818-780-9943 (messages)
818-780-8238 (messages)

Colorado Chair
Ron Bain
1450 Adams
Denver, CO 80206
303-321-6780 (h)
Colorado HQ
720 East 18th Ave.
Suite 309
Denver, CO 80203
303-837-9393
Connecticut Chair
Mike Stamper
181 Birchwood Road
Windsor, CT 06095
203-688-7728 (h)
Delaware Chair
James G. Conk
RD 2, Box 801A
Smyrna, DE 19977
302-6534904 (h)
302-678-8922 (o)
District of Columbia Chair
Me-Me King
1528 Pennsylvania Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20003
202-543-1988 (o)
Florida Chair
Paula Zimmer
115 West 4th St.
Jacksonville, FL 32206
904-633-9838 (o)
Florida HQ
LP of Florida
P.O. Box 1034
Winter Park, FL 32790-1034
Georgia Chair
John Taylor
2426 Sherbrooke Cl, NE
Atlanta, GA 30345-1930
404-325-0201 (h&o)
Georgia HQ
2779 Clairmont Rd., NE
Suite F-12
Atlanta, GA 30329
404-320-1991

Hawaii Chair
Blase Harris
222 S. VineyardSl, #304
Honolulu, HI 96813
808-595-8261 (h)
808-5314581 (o)
Hawaii HQ
Steve Jeffries, Manager
1125 S. King St., Rm. 202
Honolulu, HI 96814
Idaho Chair
Maurice Clements
4121 Rim Road
Nampa, ID 83686
208466-1102
Idaho HQ
P.O. Box 163
Boise, ID 83701
208-344-6230 (messages)
Idaho Executive Director
Lauren Coppemoll
4050 W. Lake Hazel
Meridian, ID 83642
208-887-1272
Illinois Chair
Sue Walton
1111 Church Sl, #405
Evanston, IL 60201
708475-0391 (h&o)
Fax: 312-508-5602
Illinois HQ
P.O. Box 313
Chicago, IL 60690
708-299-7564 (inquiries)
Indiana Chair
Barbara Bourland
606 Wilshire Ave.
West Lafayette, IN 47906
317463-6601 (h)
Iowa Chair
Timothy Hird
7502 SW 17th
Des Moines, LA 50315
515-285-7942 (h)
Kansas Chair
Bill Earnest
3321 Zoo Blvd., #302
Wichita, KS 67203
316-942-9832 (h)
Kansas HQ
P.O. Box 3735
Wichita, KS 67201
Kentucky Chair
Dick Dickinson
1809 Ranier Dr.

Lexington, KY 40505
606-299-5547 (h)
606-278-3215 (o)
Louisiana Chair
Michael S. Wolf
P.O. Box 3094
Baton Rouge, LA 70821
504-926-1085 (h)
504-346-0499 (o)
Louisiana HQ
P.O. Box 66301
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
Maine Chair
Nick Youngers
P.O. Box 5130, Station A
Portland, ME 04101
207-353-5646 (h)
207443-6241 (o)
Maine HQ
P.O. Box 699
Freeport, ME 04032
207-353-9711
Maryland Chair
Tomas Estrada-Palma
2328 Glenmont Circle, #105
Silver Spring, MD 20902
301-9424427 (h)
301-328-0099(0)
Massachusetts Chair
Walter J. Ziobro
39 Bridge St., #4
Watertown, MA 02172
617-926-1082 (h)
6174264402 (o)
Massachusetts HQ
P.O. Box 2610
Boston, MA 02208
Massachusetts Exec. Dir.
David Hudson
60 Dinsmore Ave., #114
Framingham, MA 01701
508-875-5741 (h)
508-626-1091 (o)

Michigan Chair
Richard Whitelock
7058 South State Road
Ionia, MI 48846
517-647-6252 (h)
616-527-9263 (o)
Michigan HQ
11700 Merriman Rd.
Livonia, MI 48150
1-800-343-1364 (inquiries)
Minnesota Chair
Arlen Overvig
765 112th Ave., NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
612-757-1997 (h&o)
Minnesota HQ
P.O. Box 774

Minneapolis, MN 55458
612-788-2660
Mississippi Chair
Darren Hammond
1708 Courtney St.
Gautier, MS 39553
601497-5003 (h)
601467-8653 (o)
Missouri Chair
Steve Schaper
5036 S. Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63111-1612
314481-1776 (h)
314-879-6340(o)
Missouri HQ
P.O. Box 3231

University City, MO 63130
314-997-8585 (inquiries)
Montana Chair
Contact: Ruth L. Sampson
403 S. 4th West
Missoula, MT 59801
406-542-2998 (h)
406-728-1985 (o)
Montana HQ
c/o Neil Halperin
P.O. Box 2097
Missoula, MT 59806
406-728-9165 (h)
406-728-9340 (o)
Nebraska Chair

Harry Jacob Thode
3060 Vane
Omaha, NE 68112
402451-3709 (h&o)
Nebraska HQ
643 N. 98th St., Box 105
Omaha, NE 68114
1-800-274-FREE (inquiries)
Nevada Chair
Daniel Becan
P.O. Box 12214
Reno, NV 89510
702-825-3519 (h)
Nevada State Director
Gordon Morris
P.O. Box 93118-321
Las Vegas, NV 89193-3118
702-345-5682 (h)
702-734-3733 (messages)
New Hampshire Chair
William Winter
P.O. Box 315
Wolfeboro, NH 03894
603-293-0152 (h)
New Hampshire HQ
P.O. Box 669
Windham, NH 03087
603-735-5427 (inquiries)
New Jersey Chair
Daniel M. Karlan
97A Manhattan Ave.
Waldwick, NJ 07463
201444-2846 (h)
201-818-8900 (o)
New Jersey HQ
Box 56
Tennent, NJ 07763
201-781-6171
New Mexico Chair
Shirley Jones
Route 2, Box 20A
Sapello, NM 87745
505425-5077 (h&o)
New Mexico HQ
505471-0272
New Mexico Coordinator
Joseph Knight
Box 698
Flora Vista, NM 87415
505-326-6320

NewYork Chair
Norma D. Segal
67 Bon Air Ave.
New Rochelle, NY 10804
914-633-5137 (h)
New York HQ
225 Lafayette St., Suite 911
New York, NY 10012
212-966-5772 (inquiries)
North Carolina Chair
Phil Jacobson
Route 1, Box 65
River Forest Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-929-3833 (h)
North Carolina Exec. Dir.
Ralph Seizor
P.O. Box 622
Carrboro, NC 27510
919-929-2647
North Dakota Chair
Kristian Brekke
1610 Lewis Blvd.
Grand Forks, ND 58201
701-746-6823 (h)
701-775-5561 (o)
Ohio Chair
Mark Ginter
1541 E. Crescentville Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45246
513-671-2339 (h)
Ohio HQ
8622 Plainfield Lane
Cincinnati, OH 45236-1704
1-800-669-6542 (inquiries)
Oklahoma Chair
Fred Litzaw
P.O. Box 54703
Tulsa, OK 74155-0703
918-834-8148 (messages)
Oregon Chair
Paul Smith
2850 Vibbert St. South
Salem, OR 97302
503-370-9534 (h)
Oregon HQ
P.O. Box 10152
Eugene, OR 97440800-829-1992 (inquiries)
Pennsylvania Chair
John Famularo
1420 Locust St., Suite 36D
Philadelphia, PA 191024221
215-735-6426 (h&o)
CompuServe: 70726,1575
Pennsylvania HQ
215-545-6994 (inquiries)
Rhode Island Chair
Rick Henderson
P.O. Box 6651
Providence, RJ 02940
401-247-2068 (h)
South Carolina Chair
Bill Griffin
1551 Anthony Drive
West Columbia, SC 29169
803-755-9304
South Carolina HQ
P.O. Box 50643
Columbia, SC 29250
803-755-2405
South Dakota Chair

Spencer C. Nesson
750 Nicollet, SW
Huron, SD 57350
605-3524682 (h)
Tennessee Chair
Don Winfield
1014 S. Yates, #118
Memphis, TN 38119
901-685-6637 (h)
901-531-3543 (o)
Texas Chair
Bruce Baechler
P.O. Box 49854
Austin, TX 78765
512467-1776
CompuServe: 73720,557
Texas HQ
1716 West Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78757
512467-1776
1-800422-1776
Utah Chair

Doug Jones
7855S. Candlestick, #301
Midvale, UT 84047801-565-9597 (h)

801-370-3266 (o)
Utah HQ
P.O. Box 6025
Salt Lake City, UT 84106
1-800-283-UTAH
Vermont Chair
Edward B. McGuire, Jr.
RD 2, Box 354
Hinesburg, VT 05461
802482-3075 (h)802-769-8977 (o)
Vermont HQ
P.O. Box 37
Burlington, VT 05402
800-682-1776
Virginia Chair
BillKedpath
1337 Cassia Sl
Herndon, VA 22070-2555
703406-0732 (h)
703478-5880 (o)
Virginia HQ
P.O. Box 28263
Richmond, VA 23228
804-264-1776 (messages)
Washington Chair
Marla Bottemiller
14150 SE 17th Place, #B7
Bellevue, WA 98007
206-746-3626 (h)
Washington HQ
P.O. Box 23108
Seattle, WA 98102
206-329-5669
West Virginia Chair
Chris Fielder
P.O. Drawer 1760
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-263-5440 (h&o)
Wisconsin Chair
Mary Roffers
2462 Lake Shore Road
Grafton, WI 53024414-375-0068 (h&o)
Wyoming Chair
Craig McCune
P.O. Box 15713
Cheyenne, WY 82003
307-638-9265 (h&o)
National Committee
Regional Reps.
REGION 1
Alaska, Colorado, Hawaii,
Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
Utah, Washington,
Wyoming
NatCom Rep.
Karen Allard
6901 Narrows Lane North
Tacoma, WA 98407
206-759-1838 (h)
REGION 2
California
NatCom Reps.
Geoffrey J. Neale
8801 Cedros Ave., #7
Panorama City, CA 91402
818-893-6884 (h)
Fax: 818-893-8748
George O’Brien
1582 39th Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94122415-731-3031 (h)
REGION 3
Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan, Ohio, Virginia,
West Virginia
NatCom Rep.
Stephen L. Dasbach
4523 Morning Wind Place
Fort Wayne, IN 46804
219432-7430 (h)
CompuServe: 76060,3222
REGION 4
Arkansas, District of
Columbia, Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, Tennessee
NatCom Rep.
Ron Crickenberger
1351 New Hope Road
Locust Grove, GA 30248
404-957-6825 (h)
404-281-7139 (o)
REGION 5
Delaware, Maryland, New

Jersey, Pennsylvania
NatCom Rep.
Clifford Thies
2432 Eutaw Place
Baltimore, MD 21217
301-523-0928 (h)
301-625-3312(o)
REGION 6
Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, New York,
Rhode Island, Vermont
NatCom Rep.
Vicki Kirkland
P.O. Box 2110, Times Sq. Sta.
New York, NY 10036
212-219-2702 (h)
212-966-5772 (o)
REGION 7
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas,
Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Wisconsin
NatCom Rep.
Steven I. Givot
Rt. 7, One Middlebury Rd.
Barrington Hills, IL 60010-9648
708-382-2098 (h&o)
Fax: 708-382-2088
REGION 8
Arizona, Nevada,
New Mexico, Texas
NatCom Rep.
Gary Johnson
2001 Parker Lane, #134
Austin, TX 78741-3849
512441-6378
National Committee
Members At LargeI. Dean Ahmad
4323 Rosedale Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-951-0539 (h)
301-6564714 (o)
CompuServe: 73647,117
Steve Alexander
824 Bing Drive
Santa Clara, CA 95051
408-554-1119 (h&o)
CompuServe: 73647,1177
Toni Black
110 Riggs Drive
Clemson, SC 29631
803-653-7514 (h)

William Redpath
1337 Cassia Sl
Herndon, VA 22070-2555
703406-0732 (h)
703478-5880 (o)
Norma D. Segal
67 Bon Air Ave.
New Rochelle, NY 10804
914-633-5137 (h)

National Officers
Chair
Dave Walter
1027 Valley Forge Road
#157 Old Forge Crossing
Devon, PA 19333
215-964-8406 (h)
215-650-1878 (o)

Vice Chair
Mary Gingell
70-B Escondido Village
Stanford, CA 94305-7140
415-856-2310 (h&o)
CompuServe: 70531,3617
FidoNet: Mary Gingell on 1:143/6
Secretary
Joseph W. Dehn, IH
P.O. Box 621015
Littleton, CO 80162
303-972-8094
CompuServe: 70305,241
MCI Mail: 106-6052
FidoNet: Joe Dehn on 1:104/418
Treasurer
Stephen R. Fielder
P.O. Drawer 1760
Shepherdstown, WV 25443304-263-5440 (h)
304-263-8445 (o)
CompuServe: 71140,711
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LP Headquarters
1528 Pennsylvania Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20003

National Director
Nick Dunbar

Staff
Me-Me King Marc Montoni

Vernon Goodman

HQ Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 9:30 am-6:00 pm

National Field Coordinator
Marla Bottemiller

14150 SE 17th Place, #B7
Bellevue, WA 98007
206-746-3626 (h)

National Media Director
Tonie Nathan

3065 Delta Pines Dr.

Eugene, OR 97401
503-686-9921 (h) / 503-485-7414 (o)

Telephone Directory
LP HQ: 202-543-1988

LP HQ MCI Mail: 345-5647
LP New Member Information Only:

1-800-682-1776
LP NEWS and Advertising:
304-263-7526/703-662-3691

LP NEWS CompuServe: 73557,2216

Upcoming Events
April 6-7, 1990:
Illinois LP Convention; 708-475-0391.

April 6-7,1990:
Wisconsin LP Convention, Holiday Inn,
Milwaukee; 414-375-0068.

April 8, 1990:
Massachusetts LP Convention, Marriott
Newton Motel, Newton, MA; 617-426-4402.

April 13, 1990:
Thomas Jefferson's Birthday.

April 14, 1990:
New Mexico LP Convention, Holiday Inn
Pyramid, Albuquerque; 505-425-5077.
Speakers include Marshall Fritz and Karl
Hess, Jr.

April 16, 1990:
Tax Protest Day.

April 20-22, 1990:
Michigan LP Convention, Ramada Inn,
Southfield; 313-977-6628.

April 20, 1990:
Pennsylvania LP Convention, ‘Building Local
Chapters,’ Wilson World Hotel, Morgantown;
215-545-6994. Speakers include Andre
Marrou and Irv Homer.

April 21, 1990:
Montana LP Convention, Val-U-Inn,
Missoula. Speakers include LP National Field
Coordinator Marla Bottemiller.

April 21-22, 1990:
Ohio LP Convention, Columbus; 800-669-6542.
Speakers include Don Emsberger.

April 20-22, 1990:
Colorado LP Convention, Ft. Collins Holiday
Inn, Ft. Collins; 303-837-9393. Speakers
include Walter Williams.

April 28-29, 1990:
National Committee Meeting, Austin, TX; 512-
467-1776. To receive agenda packet, 202-543-
1988.

April 1990:
Vermont LP Convention; 802-482-3075.

May 4-6, 1990:
Maine LP Convention; May 4—Kenne-
bunkport, speaker Gene Bums; May 5—
Bangor, speaker Russell Means; May 6—
Auburn, speaker Richard Gould, member
Maine House of Reps.; 207-353-9711.

May 5,1990:
South Carolina LP Convention, Quality Inn
Broad River, Columbia.

May 12, 1990:
Indiana LP Convention; 317-463-6601.

May 25-27, 1990:
Florida LP Convention, Plaza Inn, Orlando;
904-633-9838. Speakers include Larry Dodge.

May 1990:
Maryland LP Convention; 202-328-0099.

May 1990:
Alaska LP Convention; 907-479-4250.

June 2,1990:
Arizona LP Convention, Westward Look
Resort, Tucson; 602-323-1656.

June 9, 1990:
Texas LP Convention, El Tropicano Hotel,
San Antonio; 512-467-1776.

June 9,1990:
Washington State LP Convention; 206-329-
5669.

August 10-14, 1990:
Future of Freedom/ISIL Conference, San
Francisco, CA.; 415-864-0952.

August 11-12, 1990:
National Committee Meeting, San Francisco,
CA; 415-731-3031.

August 11,1990:
Council of LP State Chairs Meeting, San
Francisco, CA; 818-796-8231.

October 1990:

Maryland LP Convention; 202-328-0099.

December 8-9, 1990:
National Committee Meeting, New York City;
914-633-5137.

April 1991:
National Committee Meeting, Atlanta, GA;
404-957-6825.

August 28-September 1, 1991:
‘Liberty Triumphant,’ LP Presidential
Nominating Convention, Chicago Marriott,
Chicago; 708-475-0391.
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