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Dr. Mary Ruwart's bestand other
folk

known book,
Our World in

Healing

liberty-minded
converged on Atlanta,

Ga., in mid-October for

a

Age
of Aggression, is a lib¬
ertarian classic, a bestseller in
which she explains patiently

three-day conference hosted by the

and

effectively how — through
the application of libertarian
principles — severe disrup¬
tions in world peace could be

is headed.

smoothed.

the event featured about 20 liber¬

an

On Oct. 12, the book moved

beyond the realm of "liber¬
bestseller"

tarian
a

bestseller

become

to

Amazon.com.

on

Specifically, Healing Our World
hit #18

on

the list of bestsell¬

ing books that day.
only
out

social

sciences,

economics,

and business and
among

investing; #4
history books; and #5
all nonfiction books.

among
The sudden

wart's book

success

was

no

of Ru¬

accident

coincidence. Dr. Ruwart

re¬

cently took a class that taught
her exactly how to promote a

success.

she paid at¬
training was a

And it didn't hurt that

great book

"About

three

days before
campaign began, Healing

Our World

was

ranked at about

number 120,000 on Amazon,

meaning it sold
—

on

less than

one

—

on average

book per

day

that site," Dr. Ruwart said.
But then she advertised

Cloud

of the

Center

for

ertarian classic,

Dream;

Restoring the Ameri¬

well as Advocates
founder Marshall Fritz, Advocates
can

as

president Sharon Harris, Center for
See ADVOCATES Page 2

city councilman relies on
successes in his re-election campaign
By J. Daniel Cloud
LP NEWS EDITOR

TWo years ago, Bil Lynn was
elected to the

in

city council
Davenport, Iowa, a city of

was

enough to defeat the incumbent
"so I guess any margin of victory
is better than none," he said in
recent interview.

a

about 100,000 near the Illi¬
nois line. Elections are held every

Lynn reports that since he was
elected the first time, the public has
been very supportive of his stance

two years, so

Lynn is back on the
campaign trail, looking forward to

on

the election

and the mayor.

In

the

on

Oct.

Nov. 8.
11

primary elec¬

tion, with three opponents, Lynn
received 58 percent of the vote in
his district
his nearest opponent
receiving about 30 percent — so he
is optimistic of his chances for reelection.
There

are

10 aldermen in Daven¬

port and as a Libertarian, Lynn is
definitely in the minority. But the
council seats (and elections) are
nonpartisan, so party membership

Oct. 12.

doesn't often enter into the Daven¬

port political scene, he said.

See

of about 1,800 votes. But that
—

Those who

purchased the
LIBERTARIAN BOOK Page 3

M David Bergland, author and former LP presidential candidate, answers an audience question as (from
left) other panel members Dr. Mary Ruwart, Michael Cloud and Sharon Harris listen in. At the Advocates
for Self Government's 20th Anniversary conference Oct. 14-16, these four and many others shared their
thoughts on the best ways to communicate libertarian ideas. (Photo by LP News Editor J. Daniel Cloud)

Libertarian

—

a

special promotional campaign
here in the pages of LP News
and on her Web site, explain¬
ing what she was trying to
accomplish, and offering free
bonus material to anyone who
purchased the book on Amazon
on

They included former presiden¬
Bergland, Har¬
ry Browne and Ron Paul; Libertarian
Party founder David Nolan; authors
Ronald Bailey of Reason magazine,
tial candidates David

Amazon.

Needless to say,

our

tarian luminaries.

that it could attain

so

success on

tention and the
a

an¬

the Cato Institute, Dr. Mary Ruwart,
and Robert Ringer, author of the lib¬

"practical
politics" and "economic policy
and development" sections;
#2 in the politics and United
States history sections; #3 in

it's

the Advocates' 20th

was Healing Our World #18
of all books on Amazon

It reached #1 in the

such

was

Small Government, Tom Palmer of

day, it also placed in the
top five bestsellers on nine dif¬
ferent subcategories of books:

book

It

niversary celebration. Called "Fast
Forwarding our Libertarian Future,"

Not

more:

that

or

America and where the movement

Michael

wait, there's

But

Advocates for Self Government, to
learn about the libertarianism in

In 2003

Lynn received only 14

votes more than his

opponent, out

the issues.
Not

so

"They

with the other alderrmen

and he's

of the few

people who
with the Lib¬
ertarian label. But that really slidesright off. What the mayor is really
one

have "tried to

pin

me

confused about is what libertarian¬
ism

means.

He confuses libertarian'

with 'anarchist.'"
"In fact, one of my

best support¬
recently said, 'You're a Libertar¬
ian. That means you don't believe in
government, right?' So I explained
ers

to her that we do believe in govern¬

increases, and
them," Lynn said. "The
big thing now is adding fees, like
stormwater fees. We already have
the highest property tax rate we
can, according to state law. I have
generally fought the increases in
fees, and to be blunt I've generally

we just believe in limited
government."
Many times when the issue of
libertarianism comes up, people are
not making an attack, Lynn said.
Rather, they're merely trying to
understand exactly what the word

lost.

means.

I

propose tax

oppose

"But I'm pretty

popular with the
public. They are generally very sup¬
portive, unlike the other council
members
who have probably at¬
tacked me more than anyone else."
Davenport's mayor is also "not
real wild about me," Lynn said,
—

ment

—

"I think

thing Libertarians
that we get defensive
libertarian," he noted.
"Many times I just say I'm not a
Democrat or a Republican, and that's
enough for most people."
For 11 years Lynn has been a
do wrong is
about being

one

professor of economics at St. Am¬
University in Davenport. He

brose
has

a

Ph.D in economics from the

University of Illinois, and said he
has been surprised how much of a
benefit his background has been on
the city council.
"I've
actually
been
quite
amazed," he said. "I
that I would

never

realized

knowledge of
economics at every meeting. It has
been very helpful for me."
Lynn's primary issue on the cam¬
paign trail the first time around
was crime in the city — "primar¬
ily break-ins and vandalism of ve¬
use

my

hicles," he said.
"When I

running for council
they adopt
some new approaches to
fighting
crime. I am a big proponent of com¬
munity-based policing. Just a few
months ago we developed a com¬
munity-based policing program, and
was

last time, I suggested

the crime rates in the

areas

targeted has dropped like
See BILL

we've

rock."
LYNN Page 5
a
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Advocates

Taking an unpopular stand against the Drug War

conference

What do you do as an elected Libertarian when you're given

in Atlanta

the

opportunity to offer support for a drug war task force?
you're Scott Davison — a retired Air Force officer and
bomber pilot who was elected to the Burkburnett, Texas, board of
commissioners in May — you respectfully decline.
The issue arose at the board's meeting on Oct. 17, when the
commissioners were asked to sign a "resolution of support" for the
North Texas Drug Task Force. A long-time member of the LP, Davison
chose not to support this annual ritual — choosing instead to read
a prepared statement explaining how the war on
drugs has been "a
If

colossal failure."
It should

come as no

surprise that the

war

hasn't been effective,

he said.
"The

the

reasons

war on

for that failure

alcohol,

stated. "That

...

did not make alcohol

war

more

difficult to obtain. It

did, however, create huge, wasteful bureaucracies, corrupt many law
enforcement and other government agencies, increase crime to an in¬
tolerable level, and provide limitless wealth to society's most violent
criminal elements."

drug prohibition, he noted.
Davison pointed out that he is "the son and brother of law
enforcement officials" and is "convinced of the good intentions and
courage of the men and women who have enlisted in the Drug War."
However, he continued, he is "equally convinced that the best
course of action to protect our families and society from the
scourge
of drugs is to bring an end to the failed war" rather than continu¬
ing to pour "more and more resources into a bottomless pit of failed
public policy."
And for that reason he could not in good conscience vote in favor
of the resolution.

on

San

the issue.

Diego

may

begin Instant Runoff Voting

The San Diego, Calif., city council is considering the use of In¬
stant Runoff

Voting in the city's elections.
In late September the city's Government Efficiency and
Openness Committee reviewed the voting mechanism and subse¬
quently presented a proposal to the rest of the council suggesting
that IRV be adopted.
In this method of voting, voters cast a ballot for their favorite
candidate, but also list who their second, third, etc., choices for the
position would be. If no one candidate wins a majority of the votes
in the first count, the later preferences expressed by voters are
counted until

one candidate emerges as winner.
Many Libertarians believe IRV could be beneficial to LP candi¬

dates,
most

it allows voters to cast votes for both the candidate they
support and for the "electable" candidate they least object —

help LP candidates avoid the "wasted-vote" syndrome.
Diego LP Chair Edward Teyssier said he supports the proposal

San

because it would

time and money.
"We'd be able to accommodate any number
save

of write-in candi¬
dates," he said. "We would have the vrinner selected by the majority
one

national Societ for Individual Lib¬

erty, and Kurt Weber of the State

Policy Network.
The Advocates hold

election" rather than

San Francisco

celebration

already

having continual runoff elections.
IRV in its elections, as do several other

uses

Libertarian calls for Cuba

five years in
regular commu¬
nication workshops, and even this
great extent

Lorenzo Gaztanaga, a Cuban American who is an active member

to

—

a

opportunity for

an

communicate libertarian ideas.

example, Tom Palmer chose,
talking about globaliza¬
tion, to speak about talking to oth¬
rather than

about that issue.

ers

"We

are morally connected to
trade, and too often people

free

want to

that

we

begin a discussion by saying
simply have a right to free

trade," he said. "That should be the
last

point

you

make in

a

discussion,

not the first. You want to win

allies,

arguments."
Other presentations were more
explicitly communication related,
with Carla Howell explaining how
to address

people's bias toward big
government; Kurt Weber and Jim
Lark detailing the best ways to com¬
municate libertarian ideas to young

people; and

a

four-panelist discus¬
on brief explana¬

sion that centered

tions of libertarian ideas.

Libertarians need to learn that
"we should not try to

make

con¬

verts," Lark said during

a question-and-answer time after his talk.
"I don't try to get my students to
think like me. I simply try to get

them to think.
"I have this notion that libertar¬
ian ideas

are simply better, and that
help people to think at all,
they will realize that the libertarian
perspective is reasonable."
Another topic many of the speak¬

if

we can

ers

addressed

was

the outlook for

actual historical records that this sort of

embargo
has ever weakened a tyrant or helped the oppressed," Gaztanaga said.
"The embargo destroys dialogue and enhances tyranny. Let us, the
so-called free country, open the doors.
"For nearly two generations, young Cubans have struggled to make
a living under the boot of the embargo — as well as under home¬
grown tyrrany. This issue is neither right nor left. This is an issue of

sion, with panelists David Nolan,
Vince Miller and Ronald

Bailey ex¬
pressing their views on the subject.
Even Hugh Downs spoke to this
issue, along with describing how the
ideas of liberty are often ignored by
both the media and the public.
From 1978 to 1999 Downs

host

world.

of

name

TV

news

ertarian commentator John Stossel.
In 1997 he said in

that the

Liberty" was actu¬
of one panel discus¬

the

was

magazine
"20/20," sharing the stage with lib¬

liberty in America and around the
are

an

interview

two sides of the

and that "all the

same

coin

Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20037
E-mail: chair@LP.org

a

he noted that he
are

doomed."

"George Washington believed that,
given the truth and enough time,
people will make correct decisions,"
he said. "I believe that's true.

"My feeling is that the libertar¬
growing — and
think that's a good thing."
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I
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published in this newspaper do not
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belong to the Libertarians."
Downs said he finds it "particu¬
larly frightening" that the American
people don't seem to care about the
implications of the PATRIOT Act,
which he describes as "dangerous."

Republicans and Democrats

Libertarian Party News (ISSN
8755-139X) is the official monthly
newspaper of the Libertarian
Party* of the United States. Opin¬

1950s.

sense."

—

I Tom Palmer (above), director of Cato University, delivers his
"Globalization is Grrrreat!" speech at the Advocates for Self Govern¬
ment's 20th Anniversary conference. And below, television person¬
ality Hugh Downs fields questions about the current state of liberty
in America, following his address at the conference.
(Photos by LP News Editor J. Daniel Cloud)

libertarians to learn how to better

embargo to end

Party in Maryland, has recently renewed his
vocal opposition to the United States' embargo on Cuba.
"I've known for years that the embargo was wrong, but it hit home
deeply to my heart when my father passed away in Havana, Cuba,
and I was not able to get down and be with my family — as I should
have been able to do," Gaztanaga said.
The embargo against Cuba was ostensibly started to punish the
island nation after its takeover by Fidel Castro's communists in the

common

every

conference turned out to be

ally the

of the Libertarian

are no

anniver¬

"The Future of

cities around the nation.

"There

an

addition to their

as

which could

in

Long of the Ludwig Von Mises
Institute, Vince Miller of the Inter¬

not

Unfortunately, none of the other six commissioners present at
meeting agreed with Davison and he provided the sole dissenting

vote

Howell, LNC member Jim Lark, Rod¬

For

Those effects have continued under

the

Page 1
president Carla

Government

erick

sary

made

abundantly clear during
commonly known as 'Prohibition,'" Davison
were
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Party: "To move public policy in a libertarian
political party that elects Libertarians to public office."

Libertarian

Free State

Project political activity

(N.H.) Monitor points

Barrick also noted that "at least

out that members of the Free

three Free-Staters

running for
office in Manchester this year, in¬
cluding the school committee and
ward selectboards, [and] project
members said they expect to field

State

Project are getting involved in
political races this fall, in
addition to political successes ear¬
host of

a

lier this year.

Reporter Daniel Barrick inter¬
viewed

candidates

two

Concord School Board

race

for

the

who

are

In

—

—

charter schools."
As most Libertarians know, the

Project was started in
goal of getting 20,000
liberty-minded people to promise to
move to New Hampshire. Once they
move to the state, the plan is to be¬
come politically active and create a
libertarian-friendly government.
New Hampshire already has lower
so

Concord from

Cohn is

one

who

was

elected to

Hampshire House in 1992
Libertarian, is currently politi¬

2004

are

successful effort "to put

LP

presidential candidate
Michael Badnarik has reportedly
signed up to join other Libertarians
in New Hampshire for the Free State

running

Of course, a candidate doesn't
run under the Libertarian

claim to be libertarians, much less
members of the LP, a fact Barrick
made note of in his article.
But Barrick also noted the similar

(though not identical) belief struc¬
point¬
ing out that the two groups' mem¬
berships overlap in many cases.
Finally, Gorman was quoted as
promising that this will be the last
legislative session in which there
tures of the LP and the FSP,

is not

Libertarian book

on

a

FSP member

or

a

member

of the

Liberty Alliance in the state
legislature.
If

politics."

of two Free Staters

which nine candidates

a

Hampshire
Liberty Alliance, according to the
Monitor report — and he is train¬
ing FSP members and other libertyminded New Hampshire residents
"in the ways of New Hampshire

in the Concord School Board race, in

cess

extremely onerous ballot ac¬
restrictions kept Libertarians

LP ticket. Nor do all FSP members

cal director of the New

from around the nation.

Oklahoma,

where

ued.

as a

of others have relocated to the state

was

budget committee and school board
in Winchester," the report contin¬

the New

moved to
Oregon, and hundreds

The other state

Party banner to be considered a lib¬
ertarian— witness U.S. Rep. Ron
Paul, a libertarian Republican who
in 1988 ran for president on the

Don Gorman,

for example,

for the LP candidate.

year, as members were elected to
the Goffstown School Board and the

wrote.

can suc¬

access

have to

spending cap amendment on the
city's November ballot," Barrick

ceed.

Cohn,

sev¬

a

Free Staters have

high hopes that their plan

addition, the FSP "scored

And in Manchester, a FSP mem¬

freedom than most

more

other states,

ballot

off the ballot.

ber led

a

In the 2004 presidential election,
however, New Hampshire was one of
only two states that did not attain

eral electoral victories earlier this

Free State

taxes and

as

well."

project, quoting one
of them
Web designer Seth Cohn
as saying he "would like to see
more competition, more things like

2001 with

are

candidates in Keene and Dover

members of the

a

member of

one

of those two

is elected, he or she will
likely be a libertarian. But will that
new legislator also be a Libertarian?
groups

We'll have to wait and

see.

bestseller list

Continued from Page 1
book that

day were invited to go
special Web site that had been
set up, with material that could be
downloaded without charge by any¬
one who purchased the book
during
the promotion.
"We had that site up for a few
days before and after Oct. 12, for
people who forgot exactly what
day the promotion was," Dr. Ruwart
said. "We didn't want people to miss
out on the promotion just because
they lost track of the date."
As a result of the promotion, ap¬
proximately 300 copies of Healing
to a

Our World

were

sold

on

Healing Our World

Oct. 12.

longer-term goal

"A

primary idea for the promo¬
was hoping to get a
bigger press to pick it up, for fur¬
ther distribution," she explained. "I
have not gotten good representa¬
tion is that I

small press.
"And these

there. This is

a

we

or

not

the

campaign
—

get¬

Dr.

Foreword

.

Mary J. Ruwart

by Nobel Peace Prize

Nominees Frances Kendall & Leon Louw

recognition

seen.

But at least the book that

named

Freemarket.net's

recently

by the magazines. The top five? Noam
Chomsky, Umberto Eco, Richard Dawkins,
Vaclav Havel and Christopher Hitchens. The
poll also included a line for write-in votes,
for people not included on the offered list of
100. The top write-in vote-getter was none
other than Milton Friedman, and the maga¬
zines pointed out that Friedman has identi¬
fied himself

as a

libertarian.

■ The leader of Christian Exodus, a Christian separatist group that is
trying to get conservative Christians to move to South Carolina and
set up a state government based on the Bible and a strict interpreta¬
tion of the Constitution, told reporters at an Oct. 15 seminar that he
got the idea after hearing about the libertarian Free State Project.
■ As

part of his proposal to send money to the victims of Hurricane
Katrina, President Bush included approximately $500 million in tax
credits for casinos

on

the Gulf Coast. The casinos don't need the

and they didn't ask for the assistance — but Republicans are
apparently seeking the gambling industry vote. On the positive side,
U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf of Virginia is among those trying to take the
casino tax credits out of the proposed legislation.
money

■ Michael

former chairman of the Georgia LP, was
Oct. 6. A longtime activist with the state
LP, Cartwright was particularly dedicated to improving ballot access
laws and increasing voters' political choices. He also wrote a book in
recent years, Social Libertarianism, which is about Libertarian activ¬
ism and principles in action.
killed in

Cartwright,

a car

accident

a

on

■ NASA administrator Michael Griffin said

program

recently that the space
is "trying to change the path" it is on "while doing as little
damage as we can." At President Bush's
urging, NASA hopes to get more Ameri¬
cans on the moon by 2018 — and
they
plan to spend at least $104 billion on
the program. But they probably won't
be using the space shuttles. They are
working on a new generation of ve¬
hicles to deliver the lunar expedition.
Maybe it's time to up the ante on the X
Prize, to see if a privately funded craft
can beat the government to the moon.

was

"Freedom

Book of the Year" in 2003 got some

Against Government Waste named U.S. House Majority
DeLay (R-Texas) and Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee Chairman Don Young (R-Alaska) as Co-Porkers of the
Month for September 2005, for their response to requests that spend¬
ing be cut to offset the costs of rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina.
DeLay argued that cutting 6,000 special-interest earmarks from the
recently approved $295 billion highway bill would adversely affect
"important infrastructure." Landscaping along freeways and visi¬
tor centers are apparently extremely important to
DeLay. And when
asked about redirecting $450 million set aside for two bridges to hur¬
ricane victims, Young rudely declines, calling the request the "dumb¬
est thing I've ever heard."
Leader Tom

ting Healing Our World picked up by
a better-known press — remains to
be

—

chosen

■ Citizens

belong out
good way to adver¬

tise the movement."

Whether

Foreign Policy and the UK's Prospect

are

ideas

will have the desired effect

—

Keep Austin Free have filed a lawsuit
challenging the city's smoking ban, saying-that although the ban was
put to a vote, the ordinance should be stricken from the books. The
ban went into effect on Sept. 1, and bartenders and other restaurant
workers are complaining that their tip income has declined sharply
since its inception. Besides the financial damage to bars and other
small businesses that were previously frequented by smokers, Keep
Austin Free representatives point out that the smoking ban is being
enforced unequally and unevenly.

in mind.

tion at booksellers because

magazines

asked readers to vote for the top five "public
intellectuals" from a list of 100 that were

■ In Austin, Texas, members of

itself.

a

■ Two

Nall, the Alabama-based president of the U.S. Marijuana
Party, is seeking the Libertarian Party's nomination for governor of
Alabama, according to an Associated Press report. She said she chose
the LP because the party already has an organization in Alabama and
because Libertarians support the legalization of marijuana. In order
to get listed on the general election ballot in 2006, the LP will have
to collect more than 40,000 signatures from voters in the state — a
task Alabama LP Chair Mike Rster described as "virtually impossible."

campaign was not a money¬
making operation: Dr. Ruwart es¬
timates that she probably earned
enough to pay for the promotion
was a

Intellectuals, trend-setters and space

■ Loretta

The

But there

POLITICS 2005

Project.

for three available seats.

ASept. 22 article in the Con¬
cord
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And, Dr. Ruwart noted, her pro¬

on the Internet's larg¬
est bookseller. That can't hurt the

motion's

book's

same

success

—

and it

won't hurt the libertarian

certainly
image.

success

illustrates that the

could be done for other liber¬

tarian books.
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Proposed changes to LP bylaws explained

[Editor's note: This is the third
a series of articles
detailing the
activities of the national LFs 2006
Bylaws Committee. The committee is
considering alterations to the LP by¬
laws
proposed changes that will
in

—

be voted

on

at the 2006 national LP

convention in Portland, Ore. Previ¬
ous proposals were
printed in the
September and October 2005 issues
of LP News.]

We welcome

proposals from the

membership at large. We also wel¬
come

the feedback of

While there

members.

our

10

people on
this committee, it is entirely pos¬
sible that we will not see every ad¬
vantage or pitfall that the various
proposals present. So if you have a
suggestion, please feel free to share
it with

are

us.

We will be

launching

a

Web site

for member review, but this site is

gw Qan
To recap, the —K3Tl3
2006

Bylaws

Committee

decided to

use

fl

senti-

polling to rank

ment

J

has

not

yet available. Until it is, please
feel free to send your input to Chair
Geoffrey Neale at liber8or(5)austin.
rr.com.

••••••

■

come

before the committee. Each
member indicates his sentiments for

idential candidates

each

didate for

a

Proposal 5: Allow for

nate method for

numerical value from 1 to 5 for

these sentiments,

we

are

able to

the degree to which the
posal is supported.
gauge

pro¬

natures

The

an

nominating

impossible for the secretary to
validity and non-du¬
plication of names.
(Nothing in the previous sen¬
tence should be construed as indi¬

cating the secretary doubted the
validity of any signatures.)
Several of us
including mem¬
—

bers of the Credentials Committee,
who might have to implement at
least part of one proposed mecha¬
nism — have come up with a pro¬
of the minimum 30

pres¬

tures much easier to validate. How¬

bylaws specify that any can¬
president or vice-presi¬
secre¬

entitled to formal nomination time
in front of the convention. There is

specification for

that will make the submission

alter¬

tary the signatures of 30 delegates is

no

a

form

or pro¬

cedure that must be followed to

acquire those signatures

or

distributed that it

was

ever, we

dent who submits to the LNC

were so

vouch for the

cess

and filter all propos¬
als for change that

proposal.
The possible sentiments
are
strongly opposed, somewhat op¬
posed, neutral, somewhat in favor
or strongly in favor.
By assigning

convention, the Secretary received
sheets of paper of varied form and
content, on which the many sig¬

deliver

them to the secretary. At the 2004

unique signa¬

want to make

sure

that the

■

Proposal 6: Require financials
presented to convention to be

vote is

outside audited

isher is

This

proposal would

after the second ballot

considerable confidence in the

entertained and

bers

num¬

provided.

so

■ Proposal 7: Change delegate ap¬
portionment method to be same
as the Electoral
College
This proposal would eliminate

the

1,000-delegate membership
dependency and the 400-delegate
Presidential vote dependency, and

mechanism that is

would instead defer to the decennial
census

on

the first ballot.

dropped.

mandate
that the financial report presented
to the convention delegates would
have been audited by an agency
outside the LNC, perhaps a commer¬
cial accounting firm. The delegates
would by this requirement have

mitted in the

adopted is per¬
bylaws.
A variation of this proposal
would add a "binding" provision, in
which the delegates who offer their
signatures for a candidate would at
the same time, and by this action,
promise to vote for the candidate to
whom they offer their signatures,

repeated; it is only after the

second ballot that the weakest fin¬

for the allocation of

delegate

numbers to individual affiliates.

However, at nearly every con¬
vention at which there has not been
a

winner

on

the first ballot, a mo¬

tion to

suspend the rules — to allow
dropping the last-place finisher im¬
mediately, rather than waiting until
—

has been

adopted. This pro¬
posal would formally remove that
delay, and bow to the consistent
suspension of the rules.
■

of

Proposal 9: Allow LNC removal
a
regional representative to

the LNC

Bowing to current legal niceties,
recently adopted a policy

the LNC

sexual

on

harassment

and

objectionable behavior by LNC
bers towards

other LNC

other
mem¬

members

and towards staff. Enforcement of
■

Proposal 8: Drop the weakest

finisher after every ballot
The bylaws specify that
is

no

if there

winner after the first ballot in

the polling for the presidential and
vice-presidential candidates, the

that

policy, to protect the LP from
potentially catastrophic lawsuits,
requires that the LNC be capable of
applying the ultimate penalty — re¬
moval from the LNC of the offending

member.

the

But

bylaws currently de¬
regional representatives
fully half the LNC — can only
be removed by action of the cor¬
responding affiliates. This proposal
clare that

Ballot

—

access

Representatives ofthe Pennsyl¬
vania Ballot Access Coalition

Sept. 24 introduced their
Voters Choice Act in a rally at the
state capitol building in Harrisburg.
on

The Voters Choice Act would

re¬

form

Pennsylvania's ballot access
laws by leveling the playing field
for third parties and independent
candidates.
Under the current law, Demo¬
crats and Republicans must col¬

lect

only 2,000 signatures to have
their names placed on the statewide
primary ballot, and none at all to
appear on the November ballot —
while third party and independent
candidates must collect
of 67,070

a

reform push in Pennsylvania

tial candidate Michael Badnarik; for¬
mer Green Party state chair Jennaro

the Democrats would not be

a

politi¬

ry

elections at their

own expense,

cal party, and if Massachusetts had
them, the Republicans would not be

then collect many thousands of

Party; and Re¬
form Party state chair Jim Clymer.
"We are heading for a political

political party.
"The major parties have
spired to make Pennsylvania

ballot, the Republicans and Demo¬
crats hold primaries funded by tax¬
payers, and have a much easier time

train wreck in 2006," Krawchuk told

of the most difficult states in the

the crowd.

nation to

Pullano; Jim Clymer, national chair
of the Constitution

"Over

one

million vot¬

ing-age Pennsylvanians risk being
denied their right to vote for the
candidate of their choice."

Clymer noted that if Utah had
Pennsylvania's ballot access laws,

a

con¬
one

acquire permanent ballot
access, so they can maintain a mo¬
nopoly stranglehold on the electoral
process", he added.
Jahn pointed out that while the
smaller political parties hold prima¬

natures to

getting

the ballot.

on

"This is

healthy,
ties to

as

run

dates with
are

sig¬

get on the Election Day

that is not
it permits the major par¬
and elect sub-par candi¬
a

ease

process

while

our

candidates

overwhelmed with ballot

access

hurdles," he said.

and

minimum

affiliates to

remove a

proposal

corresponding
regional repre¬

sentative, if necessary.
■

Proposal 10: Provide for auto¬

matic removal of officers and at-

large members for non-attendance
While the LNC has the author¬

ity to

remove

officers and at-large

members, this is an extremely se¬
vere action, and the LNC usually

members, who take their commit¬

seriously.
proposal would ease the
difficulty for the LNC for this one
ment

equal elec¬

This

reason,

consistent non-attendance

the

course of, perhaps 3 meet¬
ings: nearly one full year of LNC
meetings.
In coming months, we'll keep
you updated on other proposals.
over

■ About the author: Dan Karlan is

nation papers process.

secretary of the 2006 Bylaws Com¬

Independent candidates" would
nominate

all LNC members. The

would still allow the

at-large mem¬
a significant
number of LNC meetings imposes
a severe burden on the remaining

The proposed legislation would
change the definition of a minor
political party and would allow mi¬
nor political parties to nominate
candidates for all offices directly ac¬
cording to their party rules, and at
their own expense, rather than by
the existing taxpayer-funded nomi¬

to

to

ber who is absent from

tions."

continue

the LNC the abil¬

has much critical business to attend

signatures.
"free

on

ity to apply the penalty of removal

to. But an officer or

So much for the Constitution-

mandated

would confer

mittee.

candidates

for all offices via the current nomi¬

Beginner’s Introduction

nation papers process,

but using the
signature totals currently re¬
quired of the two old parties.
same

A crowd of about 40

supporters

gathered at the rally to hear

repre¬

sentatives from the state's

largest
third parties and independent cam¬
paigns speak.
Among the speakers were Ken
Krawchuk, 1998 and 2002 LP guber¬
natorial candidate; Pennsylvania LP
chair David Jahn; 2004 LP presiden¬

■ Representatives of the Pennsylvania Ballot Access Coalition include (from left) John Murphy of the
Ralph Nader campaign, former Green Party state chair Jennaro Pullano, Constitution Party national
chair Jim Clymer, former Libertarian Party gubernatorial candidate Ken Krawchuk, Reform Party state
treasurer Tom McLaughlin, and Pennsylvania LP state chair David Jahn.
(Photo by James Babb of the Pennsylvania LP)

Libertarian

Georgia voters narrowly
Voters came within 117 votes
of

turning down a proposed
Special Purpose Local Option
Tax in Cobb County, Ga., on

Sales

Sept. 20.
Activists with the libertarian-led
Cobb

County Taxpayers Association
were given credit in the media for
the extremely close vote.
The referendum will add

an

ex¬

tra 1

percent tax to all sales in the
county. It was approved with just

50.13

percent of the total votes

cast.

By all accounts it

simply that he has kept his
ise to reduce crime

worked

—

—

and he's

prom¬

that his ideas

asking them to

give him another two years to con¬
job.
When you've done what you said
you would do, not much more is
tinue the

favor of it.
One action

by the anti-tax ac¬
encouraged many
Republicans to vote against the tax

tivists

which

—

to

small

enough in Davenport that
are really a waste
of money," Lynn said. "Instead, and
I think this is critical, I just go out
are

TV and radio ads

and knock

on

doors."

Lynn has also sent out

a

series of

three letters to the voters,

defining

problems the city has and explain¬
ing how they can be fixed.
Libertarians in office "need to
be realistic," he said.

Libertarians

we

tend

"Too often
to

we

concentrate

where

we

live

on

—

sure

like keeping taxes

down and controlling government
spending. I try to make sure I stick
with issues that I can actually affect
on a local level. Otherwise I'd just be
wasting my time talking."
And doing his job is enough, for
now.

to

When

a

Libertarian is elected

office, other Libertarians often

assume

that he

or

she will

soon

at¬

tempt a move to higher office.

Lynn has

intention of doing so.
"I've had people ask me if I'd run
for mayor or something, but I think
I'm going to stay where I am for the
time being. I'm still trying to accept
the fact that I'm on the city council,
that I got elected."

Legal,

no

anonymous

U.S. Banking

International Cash Transfers.
Your Social Security number is
o

For

BgYglilEededi
FREE instant-reply

details, send e-mail to:

lp@onebornfree.com

is

predominantly Democrat and gen¬
erally supportive of tax increases.

intended the
message to go only to Democrats,
but the anti-tax activists began
sending it to Republican voters. The
implied message: If Barnes supports
this tax, Republicans should vote
against it.
According to the Marietta Daily
Journal, the Cobb County Taxpayers

referendum,

however,

voting precincts in south Cobb
County cast almost 56 percent of
their votes against the tax.
But it wasn't enough, said Lib¬
ertarian Lance Lamberton, presi¬
dent of the taxpayers association
noting that the anti-tax group
"ran a spirited, if under-funded,
campaign."
—

Association also made inroads to the
southern part

this

In
42

of the county, which

reflexively turn to govern¬
problems.
He explains where liber¬
tarians stand on gun rights,
the War on Drugs, Social
Security, poverty, the envi¬
to

The best short intro¬

ment to solve

duction to liber¬

tarianism

written

ever

has been compre¬

hensively updated
completely

ronment, taxes,

and

current as

It's the brand-new

—

Ninth Edition of David

the

tarianism In One Lesson.

relevant

And

ever.

sight and

philosophy:
exactly is libertari¬

anism? Are libertarians
or

of the American

libertarianism, this book will

liberal?

answer

Does libertarianism work

have

in the "real world"?

owns

you?

central idea of libertar¬
ianism — "You own your¬
self"— and reveals how

between govern¬
ment and you.

| YES! Send me
■
■

praised Libertarianism In One Lesson as
"the best brief

introduction to

copy(s)

of Libertarianism In One Lesson.

Enclosed is $12.50 per book (plus
$4.50 S&H for one book; $3.00 per

Bergland punc¬ I
fuzzy
| book S&H for two or more books).
thinking, including | TOTAL AMOUNT DUE:
the Utopian Fallacy ■ $

libertarianism

NAME

available,"and
ADDRESS

Free-Market.net

tures the

andthe"PANG"

courages

en-

people

[
*

PAYMENT: □ Check/money order.
Please make payable to: "Advocates

I □forCredit
Self-Government.
card (info right): □ Visa

■
_

any questions you
in just 192 pages. If

Radio talk show host Brian Wilson

that

simple statement
has a huge impact
r
on the relationship

—

you're a long-timer, this book
is an inspiring reminder of
why you're a libertarian. And
this trade-size paperback,
with stunning full-color cover,
makes a great gift for a friend.

Bergland lays out the

Premise, that

wonder: As the Liber¬

people,
explaining libertarian¬
ism to voters and journalists.
This book was profoundly
shaped by that experience.
If you're a newcomer to

questions about

Who

reform.

and

com

conservative

no

cerns

answers

the freedom
What

Iraq, terrorism,

Party's 1984 presidential
candidate, he traveled across
the USA, learning the con¬

candor, this
the most

in

tarian

With in¬

book

today's headlines

Bergland has a unique
talent for explaining liberty.

and useful

than

as

Unique talent

This acclaimed work
more

war

and Social Security

Bergland's classic Liber¬

is

defense, and

He discusses issues

more.

revised for 2005.

mon

the real issues

Members of the anti-tax group

managed to intercept a telephone
recording that was being sent out
by the pro-tax group.
The message featured former
Gov. Roy Barnes — who is very un¬
popular with Republicans — asking

support the tax.

The pro-tax group

better, and updated for 2005!

become

ideologues. We need to make

seen."

voters to

another tax hike

The best introduction to
libertarianism is now bigger,

needed.

Besides, advertising has proven
be nearly fruitless: "The wards

unusual

voting against the extra tax. Mean¬
while, voters in precincts that com¬
monly oppose tax increases voted in

re-election
Page 1

was an

vote, with many voting precincts
that usually support tax increases

running for
With that in mind, Lynn said
he is telling his constituents quite

was reportedly lauded by
Republican state represen¬
tative Matt Towery as "one of the
greatest political moves I've ever
—

former

Libertarian
Bill Lynn

Continued from

hike

approve
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Bush

TALKING POINTS

our

be

can

stopped from trashing

country.

the loss of government
new access

The

congressional mid-term elec¬
year away. Moreover, the
Democrats have failed as an opposi¬
tion party and are compromised by
their support for the war. Bush has
three more years in which to mire
tions

Fraud, biotechnology, the CIA
and red-light cameras in D.C.
■ Fraud and food
$180,000: Value of food and
drinks comped during 17 months
in 2002 and 2003 at

Signatures,

a

favorite restaurant of congressional

■ Stand your
Florida has

a new

ground

law that

gives

legal protection to someone who
shoots somebody else as long as the
shooter feels threatened

or

is at¬

these days is the astronomi¬
cal cost of rebuilding the storm-rav¬
aged Gulf Coast.
agree

Estimates,

Republicans that's co-owned by Jack
Abramoff, the Washington lobbyist

tacked.

under federal indictment for fraud.
—Know+Tell

law, which took effect Saturday,

Details

to retreat from an attack if

idea

somewhere

land.

magazine

October 2005

dreds of billions of dollars. How to

Florida's
says

"stand

citizens

no

your

longer

ground"

obligated
they're
legal right

at least, a new movie is trying to
bring it back. Playing in small movie

houses, "The Future of Food" dusts

out

off all the Greens'

Airport, making

■

Biotechnology
The biotech
back
scare

is

—

or,

long-discredited
arguments against agricultural bio¬
technology.
[T]he movie's overriding themes
are allegations that biotech
crops
and food

unsafe and that

are

a

gov¬

ernment-industry cabal is foisting
dangerous products on an unwit¬
ting public.
Nothing could be farther from
the truth.
Biotech

and

foods are
among the most thoroughly tested
products available. No other food
crops in history have been so thor¬
crops

oughly tested and regulated. Before
biotech products are marketed,
they undergo years of safety test¬
ing including thousands of tests for
potential toxicity, allergenicity and
effects on non-target insects and

be, such

aware

of the

The

new

tourists

sure

law

...

are

.

Sell

excess

federal

Why should the federal
ment own more than

govern¬

700 million

than 30 percent
the total land area?
acres

more

—

of

Even after exempting all the mil¬
itary bases, the lands that contain
"other needful buildings" and all
the national parks, the federal gov¬

Peter

Florida's

Hamm

new

"stand

October 4, 2005

Rebuilding

—

all: It’s got more people working for it, too.
And it’s better funded. That’s where you come in. If you want
America to someday live up to its noble libertarian ideals, the

interested in

pushing us towards
tyranny than towards liberty. How can
you help? By naming the LP in your will or
insurance policy. For a private discussion
of this option, call National LP Treas¬
urer Mark Nelson at (563) 340-6151. Or
treasurem?LP.org, and in¬

Giving” in the subject line.

the close

his staff secretary and
as

White House

She

also

coun¬

George
W. Bush's personal lawyer.
Apart from nominating his
brother

or

was

former business

partner, it is hard to
how

the

president could

have selected
fit

see

someone

Hamilton's

description

[of favoritism to be avoid¬
any more

closely.

Given her lack of expe¬

ernment still

nearly 600 mil¬
lion acres, for no legitimate reason.
If Congress would take seriously
Rep. Tancredo's idea and release
this land to the private sector, the
revenue generated could rebuild the
owns

only quali¬
fication to be a Supreme
Court justice is her close
connection to the president? Would
the president have ever picked her
if she had not been his lawyer, his
close confidante, and his adviser?
—Randy Barnett

October 5, 2005

annual maintenance

■

the

tax

and

expense

burden

on

every

WorldNetDaily.com
October 1, 2005

■ Another
It

new war

announced

today that the
FBI is recruiting agents for an anti¬
obscenity task force. The FBI said
they'll divert agents from other ar¬
eas to fight a war on pornography,
or as President Bush is calling them,
weapons of mass erections.
Let me ask you something. A war
on pornography? Did I miss some¬
thing? Did we catch bin Laden?
was

—Jay Leno

The

Tonight Show
September 22, 2005

■

Rebuilding II

President Bush has

pledged to
millions of dollars in tax
breaks to national casino companies
rushing to rebuild casinos along the
Gulf Coast, giving residents who
haven't already lost their house a
chance to do

so.

—Lewis Black

The

Daily Show

Impeachment
neoconservative Bush

■ Farm subsidies

pursue

defying
agency's inspector general,
Wednesday that he will not
disciplinary action against

former

and

the spy
said on

CIA

current

officials

intelligence lapses involving
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
Despite widespread calls for ac¬
countability, Goss said the CIA
would risk undermining the readi¬
ness of its operatives to take risks in
over

the U.S.

war on

tenor if it

were

to

single out individuals for missteps
that occurred in the run-up to the

inspector general John Helrecommended in an internal
report last August that Goss con¬
vene a performance
accountability
board to examine the roles played
by specific CIA officials charged
with protecting the United States
against Osama bin Laden and his al
Qaeda network.
The

inspector general's report,

which is classified, was sent to Con¬
gress

in August.

—Reuters

October 6, 2005

■ Red

light District

Red-light cameras [in Washing¬
ton, D.C.] have generated more than
500,000 violations and $32 million
in fines

over

the past

six

City
making

years.

officials credit them with

busy roads safer.
But a Washington Post analysis
of crash statistics shows that the
number of accidents has gone up
at intersections with the

cameras.

The increase is the

or worse

same

signals without the

Three outside traffic specialists
independently reviewed the data
and said they were surprised by the
results. Their conclusion: The

cam¬

do not appear to be making any
difference in preventing injuries or
eras

collisions.
The

District

started

the

cam¬

in 1999, and from the
beginning, officials said they were
aiming to curtail red-light running
era

program

city has cameras at 45 inter¬
They take photographs of
cars running red lights, generating
tickets that are processed by a pri¬

The Bush administration will try

jump-start stalled negotiations
global trade deal on Monday
by offering to make steep cuts in
to

vate contractor. Police

over a

issuance of tickets, which carry

domestic farm subsidies and export
subsidies if other countries make

weeks of closed-door

comes

after

negotiations

between the United States Trade

prides itself on not be¬
ing "reality based." Facts get in the
way of the administration's illusions

Representative, Rob Portman, and
members of Congress who have said
they would not approve any deal
unless they were convinced that
American farmers could make up for

On the surface it doesn't look like

Disciplinary action

CIA Director Porter Goss,

The

ad¬

and delusions.

■

sections.

similar concessions, senior adminis¬
tration officials said on Sunday.

ministration

The New York Times

October 10, 2005

and accidents.

October 2, 2005

The American offer

The

annually.

devices.

grant

—Henry Lamb

United

—David E. Sanger

than at traffic

The Wall Street Journal

Gulf Coast and more, and it would
relieve the federal budget of the

the

who

that Ms. Miers's

—Charles Peguy, French Philosopher (1873-1914)

clude “Planned

Harriet Miers is not just

confidante of the president in her

sel.

in

than $19 billion

gerson

■ Justice Miers?
as

more

CIA

October 11, 2005

capacity

subsidies

2001 attacks.

your

than freedom.”

at:

—Paul Crajg Roberts

LewRockwell.com

rience, does anyone doubt

—The Associated Press

Libertarian Party needs to be able to mount an
effective challenge to the political parties that

elected

says

ground" law could cause the
most aggressive people in
society to overreact.

not

our

Representatives for their failure to

ed]

“Tyranny is always
better organized

e-mail him

tures would embarrass Bush before

then

American.

are more

enough organized to collect via the
signatures on petitions for
impeachment, perhaps one petition
for each state? Millions of signa¬

Internet

act.

lessen

That’s

Is the antiwar movement well

the world and embarrass

Farm

States total

suc¬

throughout

wars

There still is a way to bring real¬
ity to the Bush administration. The
public has the Internet.

Brady Campaign spokes¬
man

If Bush

war.

starting

the Middle East, his successor will
be stuck with them.

tures."

only thing about which
Democrats and Republicans can

_

ceeds in

visitors, "do not argue un¬
necessarily with local peo¬
ple." It says, "If someone
appears to be angry with
you, maintain to the best
of your ability a positive
attitude, and do not shout
or
make threatening ges¬

The

October 6, 2005

date:

to

America in wider

Prevent Gun Violence tells

■

—Steven Milloy

a

Brady Campaign to

the environment.
FOXNews.com

question fueling
parties.
Rep. Tom Tancredo has the best

as a

leaflets at Miami International

these costs is

pay

heated debate inside both

are

they have a
public street. Shoot¬
ers also get
immunity from prosecu¬
tion so long as the person shot is
not a police officer.
A gun control group is
handing
to

either side of the

on

political aisle, reach into the hun¬

are a

aid through
foreign markets.

to

oversee

the

$75
fines, and the money goes into the
city's general fund — nearly $5 mil¬

lion last year.
The analysis

number
with

of

shows that the

crashes

at

locations

than doubled,
from 365 collisions in 1998 to 755
cameras

more

last year. Injury and fatal crashes
climbed 81 percent, from 144 such
wrecks to 262.
—Del Quentin Wilber

The

and

Washington Post

October 4, 2005

Derek Willis
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Headache Relief
M

ake your life a little less
stressful Join the Liberty

Now, would you be willing
to take the next step — and

become

Pledge Program.
As soon as you do, you’ll
never have to renew your Liber¬
tarian Party membership again.
It will be renewed automatically
for as long as you decide to
maintain your pledge. No more

along with

membership renewal notices. No

cent newspa¬

receive

has stories
LP News

be used for out¬

Only Liberty
Pledgers get it.

important proj¬
ects to defend Liberty. Isn’t that
how you want us to spend your
money?)
When you join the Liberty
Pledge Program, you will also

“My early financial

small. As I watched the

party face challenges
and opportunities, I
realized that for
with these
we

needed

us

to deal

effectively,
a

stable,

dependable base of
financial support. We must
donate to what we love.**
-

George Whitfield
(Executive search consultant)
Seoul. South Korea

'

As

an

Liberty

less headache for you.

join the Liberty
Pledge Team by calling (202)
333-0008, ext. 235. Mention
this ad when you call, please.

LP News

You can also

join by mail,
using the easy response form

subscriber, you’ve already taken
the first step to protect America’s
precious heritage of Liberty.
l

means

You can

News
or

and impor¬

you’ll never
have to worry about renewing
your LP membership (or LP
News subscription). That’s one

Pledge

LP member

easy,

tant.

Get

re¬

America.

reach and other

simple,

And it

from around

(It also helps us. The money

contributions [to the
Libertarian Party] were

they haven’t

yet,

clippings

per

Why I Became a
Liberty Pledger

hot

It’s

made it into

hassles.

we save can

so

member of the Lib¬

erty Pledge Team?

each month. This newsletter

—

more

Liberty Pledge News

a

below, or send e-mail to
Pledqe@LP.org. Thank you.

I want to

support the Libertarian Party on a more regular basis —
join the monthly Liberty Pledge in the amount indicated below. Please send
the insider’s newsletter. The Liberty Pledge News, each month.

and
me

[]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]

$100 per month
Life Benefactor
$30 per month
A dollar a day for liberty!
$10 per month (minimum)
Sustaining
Please sign me up for $
per month
I’ll pay by check/money order; please send
me a

Check/Money Order. (To: Libertarian Party)
MasterCard

[ ] Visa f l Discover f 1 Amex

Account #

Expires

reminder notice each month.

[ ] Charge my credit card. (Please provide card
information at

Signature

right.)

Please mail to:

Name

Libertarian Party *2600
Suite 100

•

Virginia Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20037

Federal law requires

political committees to report the name,
mailing address, and occupation and employer for each indi¬
vidual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a
calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible.
Appeal: HQ-LibertyPledgeAd

Address

City

Occupation

State

Zip
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THE REVIEW

A fresh look at economics
■ The Invisible Heart: An Economic
Romance, by Russell Roberts.
Published 2001 by MIT Press. 271
pages. Hardcover. $18.95.

Available at

www.amazon.com.

Reviewed by J. Daniel Cloud
LP NEWS EDITOR

While

restore the rule of current law
Few issues stir the passions as
much

Not every author would have the audacity to attempt tel ing a
love story with Adam Smith, economics and

government regulation as a

And to be

abhorrence for

backdrop.

quite honest, that's not what Russell Roberts does in The
although that is what the flycover text would have

Invisible Heart
you

an

—

believe.

No, what Roberts actually wrote was

conversational defense of
capitalism, with a burgeoning romance

between

a

a

liberal-minded female

teacher and

(who is

a

a

male economics

English
professor

die-hard fan of Adam Smith,

Frederic Bastiat, and Milton and Rose

Friedman)
reason

as

the sometimes-believable

for conversation.

The title

from Smith's refer¬

comes

in The Wealth

ence

of Nations to "the in¬

visible hand" that allows

actions done for his
to also

provide

an

or

an

her

individual's

own

benefit

unplanned benefit for

others in the community.
"Self-interest isn't good or bad,"
says Sam Gordon, the economics profes¬
sor. "It's a fact of life.
We try to get
...

ahead. It's
channels
Make

fundamental part of our

a

our
no

nature in

a

way

that

mistake: Roberts is

no

humanity. And the marketplace

serves

others."

Randian. The

protagonist defines
greed and self-interest differently than Ayn Rand did, and the book
actually benefits from the difference. Gordon believes in altruism, but
more than that, he believes that some
government regulation is nec¬
essary. In other words, he's not a complete anarcho-capitalist.
However, for the most part Gordon detests government regulation
and it's obvious that this is the author's opinion, as well.
Gordon and his lady friend begin by amiably discussing their dif¬
ferences of opinion, frequently spending page after lively page in dis¬
course about the respective merits of their
vividly contrasting views.
Roberts is careful to allow "the opposition" ample time to present its
case, thus providing the reader with what is in effect a primer on how
to talk to people who simply don't understand the benefits of a freemarket, capitalist system of economics and government.
Along the way, a surprising subplot is woven between sections of
the dissertation on the benefits of capitalism — and it's done very
adeptly, in a manner that illustrates the conversation between the
two primary characters and later provides a source of concrete ex¬
amples for the sometimes abstract concepts under discussion.
Roberts holds a doctorate in economics from the University of Chi¬
cago and teaches economics at Washington University in St. Louis. He
previously authored The Choice: A Fable of Free Trade and Protection¬
ism, which was named one of the "best business books of the year"
in 1994 by Business Week. He is obviously more than comfortable and
proficient when explaining economic theory.

Immigration Reform.
Nearly every ethnic group, re¬
gional interest and political interest
uses it as a way to recover
waning

The Invisible Heart is billed
is where Roberts hits

as

"an economic romance"

—

and the

No, he doesn't try to give
Harlequin a run for its money. He doesn't attempt a Robert James
Waller type of romance, thank God. Nor is he as ham-handed as, say,
Ernest Hemingway when tackling male-female relationships. He simply
doesn't try very hard.
That doesn't detract from the book, however. Provided a reader
goes into the book expecting a mostly light-hearted discussion of eco¬
nomic theory, backed by plenty of anecdotes in support of the theory,
he

she won't be

some

snags.

disappointed.
protagonist to economic theory. Other
issues raised in The Invisible Heart include seatbelt and air bag laws,
the dumbing-down effect of television on the American psyche, the
benefits of private charity over government welfare, and an unusual
take on intellectual freedom in privately funded schools.
Almost every reader stands to benefit from the fresh illustrations
of economic concepts Roberts has formulated, and many will appreci¬
ate the novelistic aspects of the book as well.
Besides all that, any novel that includes a back-page thumbs-up
from Milton Friedman
who called it a "well-written love story that
also teaches an impressive amount of good economics" — can't be all
bad, right?
or

Roberts doesn't restrict his

—

as

status with their constituencies and
to

gain relevance and

power.

For evidence, one needs

only to
pundits spew¬
ing solutions — some of which are
reasonable, while others are simply
look at the host of

Before disaster hit the Gulf Coast,
national unemployment rate

the

was so

hate-mongers.
personally torn
idealism fostered by
my immigrant Irish
I

am

roots and the

sibilities

of lawful

required
for peace, order and
national
stability.
My 30-plus-year career with the U.S.
Customs Service and extensive work
and travel in

some

Whatever the numbers of undoc¬
umented workers, there was little
evidence that they were taking jobs
from other willing workers.

of the world's

ers

want to become elite

attempts resolution, the
ramifications will almost certainly

costly in political terms.
Another reality is that something

must be done before the lawlessness

immigration law

creeps

into the enforcement of other laws.
I have visited and lived in

lead¬

we

tion would be to create

taskforce

Immigration Reform and

Provisions
used

to

in

the

law

can

be

penalize employers who

hire undocumented workers. I sug¬

gest that when such action is taken,
the number of

arrivals would

new

be reduced to the

Strain from

immigration
disagree on the im¬
pact immigration has on the Ameri¬
can economy. Rice University's Don¬
ald Huddle says that, in 1994, legal
and illegal immigration drained $51
billion

more

in social welfare and

job displacement costs than immi¬
grants paid in taxes, while the Ur¬
ban Institute asserts that each year

immigrants contribute $25 billion to
$30 billion more in taxes than they
receive in services.

Clearly immigrants
the

are straining
social infrastructure in some

states, but

comptetition provided
by immigrant workers is very un¬
likely to be the main reason for
lost job opportunities and worsened

the

‘

/
NATURE

Sync^ic/

www.holisticpolitics.org

existing grapevine works very
supplemented by
commercial employment agencies.
The government

could then pro¬
oversight in the pro¬
rather than being a participat¬

vide detached
cess,

ing party.

interests. It

already happens much

Rather, existing employee or¬
ganizations could be expected to
aggressively organize these new
workers or otherwise apply suffi¬
cient pressure to remedy any wage
or work condition disparities.
Temporary work visas could be
renewed

others would return home rather
than be documented as criminals in

plications be processed within a
reasonable time, something that is
not even a dream today, when it
routinely takes years to approve a

the United States. The overall result
a

much

more

manageable

worker is

It is critical that the visa ap¬

visa.
After the worker has been
Other

proposals
In examining both the Bush
administration's proposal (which
would require that all illegal en¬
trants to return home prior to any
temporary worker application) and
that of McCain and Kennedy (which
would provide a minimal fine prior
to application for a temporary work¬
er visa) I find that the resources re¬
quired to effect any kind of mean¬
ingful official processing would
become available and the cost

never

to the

prospective worker would be
prohibitive.
I also predict that the increased
undocumented entry activity, pre¬
cipitated by the expectations of
another amnesty, would continue
to

make

reasonable

enforcement

unworkable.
I believe both

proposals could be

combined to form

migration policy

a

reasonable im¬

—

but only after

em¬

ployed and has remained a respon¬
sible member of the community
for five years, application could be
made for permanent residence —
which would include any immediate
family members.
This would also provide eligibil¬
ity for any public benefits that are
available. After

a

further five years

the permanent

resident would be
expected to seek naturalization or
return to temporary worker status.
I would suggest that this process
of becoming a temporary worker,
attaining permanent resident sta¬
tus, then becoming a citizen should
be the only legal path to residency
and citizenship.
And throughout the process,
the employers — who, besides the
immigrants themselves, are the
primary beneficiaries — should be
held responsible for any liabilities
and other costs associated with the

temporary worker, not the public

Abortion Is Unlibertarian

pocketbook.

See

■ About the author: Fred Drew, who

Liberty j

Equality

The

well and could be

indefinitely so long as the
employed or covered by
unemployment insurance.

labor conditions for U.S. workers.

Grok

Crucial to this is that government

point where bor¬
der patrols will realistically be able
to focus on the real "bad guys." I
would also guess that a number of

them. The national consciousness in

Economists

anyone who can
employment at a price the
worker will accept and the employer
will pay would be able to secure a
temporary work visa, subject to se¬
curity concerns being allayed.

too often.

situation.

way.

For instance,

secure

examiners from other governmental
entities — to aggressively enforce

income for the officials who enforce

places is not equitable treat¬
ment for all, just for those who can
pay to have officials look the other

are

It seems to me that taxpayers'
hard-earned money should never be
confiscated to benefit other private

a

led

would be

those

laws

by border patrol officers and
including officers and compliance
—

places
solely to provide

where laws exist

our

rulers and

The only
have is fairly enforced
laws enacted by our representatives
(not created by the judiciary).
The first step to any resolu¬
protection

Control Act.

istration

our

being enforced.

no way become a match¬
maker between workers and jobs.

Dealing with immigration

the 1986

orderly places has instilled in
real understanding of the ne¬
cessity for peace and order.
We must have peace and order,
but at what cost? The political reali¬
ty is that whichever political admin¬

it becomes clear that

should in

me a

tolerated in

employment" in

the 1950s.

less

be

"full

exercise unchecked power.

Drew

conduct

as

The real issue is that

between

By Fred

sen¬

low that it would have been

described

fear- and

—

romance

reforming immigration law,

why. Go to: www.L4L.org
Libertarians for Life
13424

Hathaway Dr.
Wheaton, MD 20906
(301) 460-4141
dorisgordon@comcast.net

lives in Brownsville, Texas, recently
became a member of the Libertarian

Party, but

his sentiments have
for some time. His
op-ed pieces are frequently published
says

been libertarian

in the Brownsville Herald.

Libertarian Party

New York Libertarians claim
The NewYork City Board of Elec¬
run more

for

Popkin's campaign team ap¬
pealed to the courts, and Judge Jo¬
seph S. Levine decided that Popkin
had earned a place on the Libertar¬
ian lineup for the November elec¬
tion, with 6,083 signatures.
"Popkin struck a blow for all

the

Libertar¬

ian

Party's

signatures on a petition
multiple candidates — including
mayoral candidate Audrey Silk and
other city-wide candidates.
The board of elections said Popkins didn't have enough signatures
and using a multi-candidate peti¬
tion form is against the law.

candidate

Former New York State LP Chair

tions

recently tried to keep
retired computer science pro¬
fessor
Gary
Popkin
off
the ballot

as

Brook¬

for

Richard

took his

case

court

and

to

Cooper

that there is

lyn Borough
president,
but
Popkin

victory over election board

than 6,000

an

had discovered
explicit provision

in election law for multi-candidate

petitions, which makes it easier for
the LP (and other small parties) to

candidates.
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New Yorkers dissatisfied with the

Republicans and Democrats who
by making it
easier for independent candidates
to get on the ballot, thus giving the
voters a choice," Cooper said.
have ruined New York,

The Libertarian Party had previ¬
ously gained the right — through a
Green Party court victory — to have
voters register Libertarian if they

Popkin is speaking out against the
Brooklyn Nets Arena, smoking bans

choose.

his Web site,

"My petition contained 6,083
unchallenged signatures from resi¬
dents of Brooklyn," Popkin said. "I
am pleased that the judge agreed,
and I can now devote my time to
spreading the libertarian message
of personal freedom and personal

service

responsibility."
Among other campaign items,

income

and restrictions
muter vans

to

—

on commercial com¬
which, according to

provide

an

low-income

essential
Brooklyn

residents.

Popkin also advocates the exemp¬
Brooklyn
from licensing requirements, saying

tion of small businesses in

that the excessive restrictions make

unnecessarily difficult for lowBrooklynites to start small
businesses and improve their lives.
it

triumphed.
Election law

required Popkin to
signatures from
Brooklyn voters to qualify for the
collect 4,000 valid
ballot.
So

Libertarians

NYC

presented

the board of elections with

Winnable
in

more

race

central

a

PEIRCE

intention to

middle

Scandal and corruption, including the historic
indictment of current Ohio Governor Bob Taft,

council seat in Irwinton

—

a

town with

only about 370 voters.
"Opportunity knocks for us in

Georgia," said Mark Mos¬
ley, chairman of the Georgia LP.

"The

races

where

chance to win

we

stand the best

nonpartisan races
municipalities."
Edgens is the assistant dean of
Georgia Military College and has
strong family ties in the area, since
his family has been in the commu¬
nity for almost 200 years, Mosley
are

in small

said.

Considering hese facts, combined
with the natural advantages — it is
a nonpartisan race in a small town
Edgens has a good chance of win¬
ning the race.

have

level of awareness and defeat Blackwell and
Strickland." Call 1-877-YES-OHIO for info.

Freedom to

an extremely small campaign
budget, Mosley added: "Jeff has a
campaign plan that requires only
$500 for newspaper ads, radio ads
and yard signs to saturate the Ir¬

in Ohio

are

among

Bill Peirce is

currently Professor Emeritus of

Economics at Case Western Reserve University.
He has taught there since 1966. He served as
the Chair of the Economics Department at Case
for six years. Peirce has published many articles
and books, including:
Bureaucratic Failure and Public Expenditure
The Economics of the Energy Industries

-

-

Technological Innovation and Ind. Leadership

-

(with Bela Gold, Gerhard Rosegger, and Marj^g^lman)

Prosper...

the lowest in the country.

Thank you for your
WHtiam S. Peirce

Three of

are

Edgens said he is running on
simple planks: reducing taxes,
reducing spending, and protecting
property rights.

community.

As governor, I will remove the roadblocks to a successful economy,
and ensure Ohio is given the freedom to prosper.

winton market and win the race."

three

Peirce family has a long history of activism in
the defense of liberty and opportunity in their

Ohio, over the post 25 years, has grown from one of the lowest taxed states in the
country to nearly the highest. Economic development and population growth

with

work with free market think tanks.

in Lexington,

Massachusetts, where his ancestor, Solomon
Peirce, was wounded in the first battle of the
American Revolution on April 19, 1775. The

factor in this
$100,000 for
print, radio and television advertising by the end of
2005 has shaken the political establishment in
Ohio. "We've already raised $12,000 in just two
weeks," notes Campaign Treasurer Bill Ferry, "but
we'll need help from around the country to raise the
The Peirce campaign will be a real
The campaign's plan to raise

so

Edgens' family members
already in local government in
the county, giving him an added
advantage.
Edgens graduated from Georgia
Military College in 1985, and earned
his bachelor's degree from Presby¬
terian College in Clinton, S.C. He
also holds a master's degree and a
doctorate in public policy and ad¬
ministration, from the University
of West Florida and Michigan State
University, respectively.
His professional career ranges
across the public policy field with
stints at agricultural organizations,
land grant universities and activist

William S. Peirce grew up

charged the political atmosphere.

race.

—

And he should be able to do

About Dr. Bill Peirce

run.

Jeff Edgens, a Libertarian in

city

GOVERNOR

Economist, Dr. Bill Peirce Announces Candidacy
for Ohio Governor; Race Hotly Contested

Secretary of State Ken Blackwell (R) and
Congressman Ted Strickland (D) are expected to
evenly divide Ohio’s voters.

a

r

Columbus, Ohio - A tight race for Ohio
Governor, has just tightened further, Case
University Economist Bill Peirce has announced his

Georgia town
Georgia, is running for

libertarian for

nnn/'C

vote,

CALL
OR VISIT

WE CAN WIN! PLEASE DONATE:
Yes! I want to

□ Give
Q

help Peirce win for Liberty!

one-time contribution
Pledge monthly contribution
a

Max contribution in OH is $10,000
OH Residents: first $50 is tax-deductible

PEIRCE FOR OHIO
30628 DETROIT RD. #174
WESTLAKE OH, 44145
This advertisement was paid
Ohio Committee (William

for by the Peirce for
Ferry, Treasurer)

peirceforohio.com
CIRCLE ONE

AMOUNT:

MC

cc#
EXP

/

SIGN
Name
Address

City/State/Zip
Phone
Email
This information is

Occupation

requested by the state of OH:
Employer

/

VISA
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PROFILE

TV's

Elected Libertanan allows voters

Trey Parker
By Bill Winter
THE ADVOCATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT

When PBS's Charlie Rose asked Trey Parker pointblank on a
"It's

Sept. 26, 2005, show if he

was a

co-creator of "South Park"

was

libertarian, the outspoken
uncharacteristically coy.

possible," he admitted.

to

opt out of paying school taxes
Ben Brandon, a Libertarian who
manager

he would let them decide whether to

exempt senior citizens from county

It's not that he's embarrassed about

being a libertarian. It's just,
question was, well, "It's like: Are you gay?"
Then he laughed uproariously.
It was a typical Parker moment. He
managed to compare politics to sexual
orientation, and transform an enigmatic
answer into a punch line.

Parker said, that the

school taxes. The referendum

held

the result of discomfort with

talking
about politics. He just doesn't want
to be pigeonholed. Working from his
libertarian perspective, Parker (along
with creative partner Matt Stone) has
been able to infuriate both right-wingers
and left-wingers with barbed political
satire. And that's the way he likes it.
Parker, 36, studied film and classical
music at the

University of Colorado

Boulder, where he met Stone.. They
teamed up to create crude cartoon shorts, including one that featured
early prototypes of the major "South Park" characters. Another short,
"Frosty vs. Santa Claus," was a precursor to "The Spirit of Christmas."
It caught the eye of a television producer and led to an invitation to
create "South Park". The show, which debuted on the
Comedy Central
cable network in 1997, features cartoon fourth-graders who live in a
at

Rocky Mountains, curse constantly, and battle
Godzilla-size Barbara Streisand.

including a
"South Park" is rife with libertarian themes. It has mocked the

menaces

Bureau of

Drugs, government-mandated diversity, public school sex
education, and nature-worshipping environmentalists. It also tees
off mercilessly on left-wing celebrities like Rosie O'Donnell, Michael
Moore, and Rob Reiner.

Given its eagerness to poke fun at liberal icons, it's no
surprise
that some conservatives rushed to claim "South Park" as their own.

on

rolls," Brandon said.

tax

The

exemption is voluntary: Only

those senior citizens who request to
be dropped from the school tax rolls
will stop

paying the tax.
"Being a Libertarian, I didn't
want to force anyone to keep more
of their money," Brandon said, add¬
ing that approximately 22 percent
of Dade County's taxpayers can now
be totally exempt from property
taxes.

He expects almost all of those
eligible to take advantage of the tax

break.
While

running for the position
partisan campaign in which he
defeated both a Republican and a
Democrat
he spoke with many el¬
derly voters who said that property
—

a

—

were their biggest concern,
spurring Brandon's decision.

taxes

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, anti-smoking activists, the

War On

was

Sept. 20, passing with al¬
most 80 percent support and "com¬
pletely removing homeowners age
65 and above, with no income limit,
from the ad valorem school property

But Parker's evasiveness wasn't

fictional town in the

elected in 2004

as county
of Dade County, Ga.f
has kept his principal campaign
promise.
He told voters in the county that
was

"This will allow
meowners

take themselves

completely off the
property tax rolls in Dade County,"
Brandon said after the tax break
was

approved.

"It's

a

erty owners' taxes will increase
a

can

taxes be cut for

some

people without raising other peo¬
ple's taxes?
Spending in the county govern¬
ment has been cut drastically since
Brandon took the lead

Libertarian law: How you

as

result."
How

over

choose

to

1,000 ho¬
whether to

spend your money is your choice
and nobody is going to stop you
if you choose to keep giving it to
government schools. No other prop¬

manager

—

as

county

he is also chairman of the

county commission

—

and Brandon

is dedicated to

lowering taxes and
cutting spending even more.
Some critics, including some

Libertarians, have said Brandon is

playing political favorites by giv¬
ing a tax break to only one group
of voters.

Brandon said in response: "At the
they had students in school,
they were paying property taxes. At
some point you need to give people
time

a

break."

In his 2005

book, South Park Conservatives, author Brian Anderson
argued that the show is at the forefront of a conservative revolt
against liberal media.
But Parker

rejects the "South Park Conservative" label. In an
magazine last year he said, "What we're sick
of
and it's getting even worse — is [the idea that] you either like
Michael Moore or you wanna
go overseas and shoot Iraqis. We find
just as many things to rip on the left as we do on the right. People on
the far-left and the far-right are the same exact person to us."

FREE!

interview with In Focus
—

...

But South Park Conservative claims

Dr. Mary Ruwart’s Book:

aside, most commentators

Short Answers

understand that the show is libertarian. On LewRockwell.com

(April
2004), Michael Cust said the program is "sharp, witty, funny,
and very libertarian." On FrontPaQeMaqazine.com (April 16, 2003),
Eli Lehrer noted the show's "persistently libertarian politics." "South
Park" even gives an occasional insider's nod to libertarianism; one
show featured the Ayn Rand School for Tots.
Following the success of "South Park", Parker and Stone took
their libertarian sensibility to the movies. The duo wrote, directed, or
starred in "Orgazmo" (1997), "BASEketball" (1998), and "South Park:
Bigger, Longer, and Uncut" (1999). (One of that movie's songs, "Blame
Canada," was even nominated for an Academy Award.)
In 2004, they released a marionette movie, "Team America:
World Police," which was a send-up of action movies, America's
interventionist foreign policy, and do-gooder liberal actors. "Team
America" featured raunchy puppet sex, puppet cursing, a puppet Kim
Jong-il, and gory puppet slaughter.
So
at the risk of asking "Are you gay?" — is Trey Parker really
27,

When

“Secrets
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A

and
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New-Agers

into

$42 value for $30
Satisfaction
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Libertarians”

—

save

$12!

guaranteed!

NAME:

CD audio sets
ADDRESS:

PLUS the same number of

play coy. When asked to describe his politics
April 4, 2001, article for the Los Angeles Times, he said he was
registered Libertarian."

FREE

an
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4-CD

Learn how to share the libertarian message with just about anyone by explaining how liberty works to save
the environment, promote a moral society, alleviate poverty, and create a peaceful, harmonious world!

Yes, he doesn't always

"a

Questions

Transforming Environmentalists, Judeo-

Christians, Liberals

libertarian?

in

Tough
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—

a

to the

features

column about celebrities who call
themselves libertarian. This article reprinted with permission from the
Advocates for Self-Government. To read profiles of dozens of libertarian

I PAY ONLY
add

a

celebrities, visit: www.TheAdvocates.org/celebrities.html.
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Helping victims of Katrina and
setting standards for candidates
him introduce the local active

■ FLORIDA

Fundraising efforts

for Katrina victims

Members of the Florida LP have

didates at the

delegates
agreed that the LP needs
to follow a different approach to the
presidential election, to allow the
party's presidential candidate more
time to build name recognition and
to raise money for campaigning af¬
ter receiving the LP nomination.
According to a press release from
the state LP affiliate, Brendan Kelly
of Seabrook gave a speech pointing
out "the many great qualities Dr.
Ruwart would bring to a presiden¬
tial race, among them the fact that
she's a respected doctor and author,
and cannot be dismissed by the me¬
dia or by her opposition."

was

the brainchild

or

willing to

check, who reported that the effort,

radio
explain

appear on

television at least

once

to

goals to the public.

■ Fill out all candidate paper¬

by

newspapers

and other media outlets.
■ Dress

of Libertarian activist Scott Pala-

appropriately for all

me¬

dia events.

neighborhood

■ Raise at least $250 for their

event," with many people express¬
ing their support by giving dona¬
tions without bothering to have

campaign or spend at least 20 hours
working on their own campaign.
■ Write at least a couple of let¬
ters to newspaper editors or post
comments to Libertarian Mike Syl¬
vester's blog, explaining why they
are running for office.
■ Come up with a simple plat¬
form explaining what they want to
accomplish while in office.
■ File all necessary paperwork
with the appropriate election of¬

"blossomed

their

cars

into

a

washed.

St.

Petersburg's Republican may¬
or, Rick Baker, even stopped by on
a goodwill visit — and stuck around
to discuss civics with the car-wash¬

ing volunteers.
In the days leading
fundraiser,

Palacheck

local Libertarians
three local

tion

on

news

to the
other

up

and

managed to get

stories and

a men¬

fice.

gamering co-sponsorships from lo¬

Meanwhile, members of the lo¬

organized blood
donations and otherwise pushed St.
Petersburg residents to take action.
■ INDIANA

LP sets the bar high
for 2006 elections
The Indiana LP is

calling for can¬
didates for its Victory! 2006 cam¬
paign, but they aren't just looking
for paper candidates.
The Indiana affiliate is
active

—

one-page

one

and effective

of the

—

state

parties and they want to prove that
they're a force to be reckoned with
in the state.

"Our

goal is to elect another 10
people to office in Indiana in 2006,
and to become a major party accord¬
ing to Indiana election law by gath¬
ering over 10 percent of the vote in
the secretary of state's race," says a
press release sent out by the party.

personal

sist with the

one

campaign.

■ Read at least
to run for

person to as¬

office,

one

or

attend

on

a

how

training seminar.
■
Have
a
publication-qual¬
ity head-and-shoulder digital photo

actively campaigning for lo¬
so that they can win

cal offices
in 2006."

Indiana LP leaders have al¬

ready heard interest from several
potential candidates and they're ^
hoping to have at least 50 "filed
and active" candidates by Nov. 8,
when Kole plans a media tour of the
state.

The

goal for the tour is to intro¬

duce Kole to the media who haven't

yet encountered him and to have

Third Party

was

Merrimack, N.H.
Convention

unidentified fan at the Advocates for Self Government's recent

delegates also nomi¬

candidates

nated

for

the

Bailey's speech says it all:
"Why you should relax and enjoy the brave new world of im¬
mortality, stem cells and designer babies."
(Photo by LP News Editor J. Daniel Cloud)

ard Kahn of Hudson for governor;
Belforti

of

Portsmouth

for

U.S. House, district 1; and Chester

district 2.

seven

14 Liber¬
public office in Indiana

elected to office and

seven

appointed. If the state party holds
candidates to high standards,
those figures showing their success
will have to be heavily altered next
its

fall
■ NEW HAMPSHIRE

Ruwart nominated

president
their annual convention

on

Oct. 15, members of the New

shire LP voted to commit

a

Hamp¬
delegate

runs

State power

November ballot

actively opposing
propositions on the
—

both of which

daily news
dose

\\of

& commentary from
the Libertarian Party

$300 by the state Public Disclosure

an

extensive list

of endorsements, including those of
Education Association

the Seattle
and the

after a representative
King County LP encouraged
members of her club to run for pub¬
race

of the

lic office.
In

September, Gielen was charged

Commission for

failing to file the
quired public disclosure forms.

Municipal League of King

County.
The election will be held Nov. 8
for the seat, which is

being vacated

one-term member.
According to an Oct. 18 article in
a

the Seattle

Post-Intelligencer, Gielen
pushing for what students want:
a
choice of programs, including
those currently threatened" by the
Seattle public school system's focus
"is

curriculum.

Gielen says the school system
needs to offer more alternative and

Online
Resources
for LP
Members
■Find contact info for

Libertarian
Party or your State Chair

your state
Visit:

www.LP.org
Organization

plan "is in direct opposition to the
Texas Republican Party's platform."
With Republicans like this, he

Montessori-type schools, recogniz¬
ing that different students learn in

Click

on:

Click

on:

State Parties

commented,

different ways.

Click

on:

[Your state]

"who

needs

Demo¬

Her

even

Republican legislation. It's not
that he opposes the idea of toll

roads.

opponent says the same,

calling for Montessori and alterna¬
throughout the school

■Find contact info for
the National Committee

district, but he wants to restrict

Visit:

tive schools

school choice

"In

theory, the concept of private
by private funds
is a good idea," Benedict said.
"But these aren't private roads
subject to competition. These are
monopolies that prohibit competi¬
tion. Props 1 and 9 would simply
keep [the] tax-raising bureaucrats
and politicians in power longer."
toll roads financed

...

www.LP.org/lpnews

She said she entered the school

who has amassed

—

on core

It's not that Benedict supports

fora

Club.
board

LP Executive Director Wes Benedict.

most

\\

ington in the fall of 2004 — where
she helped form the Libertarian

sophomore at the
University of Washington and an ac¬
tivist with the LP of Washington, is
running for school board in Seattle
opposing a local businessman

by

crats?"

.

for school board

Astrid Gielen, a

legislators' hopes to collect
along public roads.
One proposition would authorize
six-year terms for Regional Mobility
Authority members; the other would
authorize using tax money to move
private rail lines into the state's
proposed "Trans-Texas Corridor."
The mastermind behind Proposi¬
tions 1 and 9 is a Republican who
plans "to constrain old and new
highways with checkpoints and tax
collection booths," explained Texas
concern

tolls

He noted that the toll-collection

Online

■ WASHINGTON

College Libertarian

■ TEXAS

two amendment

At

conference in Atlanta. The title of

2006

tarians in

for

autographs a copy of his new book, Liberation Biology: The
Scientific and Moral Case for the Biotech Revolution, for an

National Conference in

available for the press.
There are currently
—

■ Ronald Bailey, science correspondent for Reason magazine,

held at the

expanding
propositions
opposed
The Texas LP is

already been actively
campaigning for the secretary of
state's office for almost a year. We
start

The convention

candi¬

date

"To do that, we must start now.

need the efforts of others to

pres¬

Lapoint of Concord for U.S. House,
book

Mike Kole has

now

for

had earlier

Dan

■ Find at least

cal Libertarian Club

more

a

biography.

cal businesses.

on

general election, including: Rich¬

■ Provide

television news, as well as

ident

agree to run
the LP ticket.

The NHLP convention

■ Be

work sent to them

wash

Mary Ruwart, who

ed to:

$1,000 for the
car

to vote for Dr.

they hope will

their

The

to the 2008 national LP convention

High expectations have been set
for the candidates. They are expect¬

recently been active in raising mon¬
ey for the victims of Hurricane Ka¬
trina, including holding a car wash
in St. Petersburg, raising more than
cause.

can¬

time.

same

by eliminating the
city's current open enrollment and
dividing the district into regions.
Gielen reportedly was in a gift¬
ed program in middle school, but
wasn't challenged enough in high
school.

She transferred to

an

alternative

school, later earned her GED, and
enrolled at the

University of Wash¬

www.LP.org

Click

on:

Click

on:

Organization
LNC Directory

■Renew your

membership

Visit:

www.LP.org
Click on: Membership
Click

ship

on:

or

Renew your

subscription

member¬

re¬
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There shouldn't be a law
In Winchester, the small Tennessee town where I had my first job
with

newspaper, there was a city
that no lawn within the city limits

foot

(or

a

was

Golly...
apparently {here

WORLD’S
SSSr welfare state
-m

CtJsa hjuui

ordinance on the books saying
could have grass more than a

THE

/$

/n

Anybody have
any ideas why?

it 10 inches?) high.

Now, this

was

not one of those laws like the

one

that says every

household in

Georgia must own at least one firearm or the one that
says you can't spit on the sidewalk in Chattanooga, Tenn. — one
of the laws that few people obey, even fewer know exist, and the
authorities don't bother enforcing.
No, this was a full-fledged, enforced city ordinance. People were
periodically fined for not mowing their lawns. And if they continued
to neglect their grass (and/or weeds, as was more commonly the
case) the city public works department
would mow the yard for them and charge
an

surge in

illegal immigration.

food, fnee health care.

Free

a

^Not;

a

cluelj

exorbitant fee.

In many cities, there are laws concern¬
ing the parking of broken-down vehicles
on
are

cement blocks around the house. There

laws

governing the size, shape and

type of signs businesses can post on their
own property. And there are multitudinous
laws

governing the use, maintenance, and
general appearance of historic properties
laws approved on the local, state and

—

Bv J. Daniel

even

federal levels.

When I was a teenager, I spent more
L10 U U
than my fair share of time mowing lawns
LP NEWS EDITOR
and otherwise whipping people's unkempt
yards into shape. To the uninitiated, it
***************
might appear that I — who made a liv¬
ing for a number of years as a landscaper
would revel in the idea that government was throwing more busi¬
ness my way by
legislating the height of grass.
,

■ Radical

■ Middle class

I

point out that about 60 percent

—

There is

a

reason,

however, that I refer to them

as

"the uninitiated."

No matter how much I

might like the extra money, I could never
with a clear conscience exult in the ability to take advantage of gov¬
ernment regulation. And what goes for money-making also goes for
my personal feelings on appropriate neighborhood upkeep.
I do not care for the sight of a run-down house rising from a sea
of uncut weeds, surrounded by a fleet of cars with square wheels and
missing engines. I am drawn to decrepitude, so I might like to take
photos of such a place — but I wouldn't want to live next to it.
That said, I would not even think of complaining to any govern¬
ment entity if my neighbor's grass grew too tall or if their vehicles
were inoperable for a longer period that I deemed appropriate.
My standards should not and will not be forced on others, at least
not at my instigation.
Nor do they need to be.
All across America there are neighborhoods springing up where
a voluntary association establishes the criteria for maintenance and
"proper" appearance.
In other neighborhoods, particularly historic districts, the various
owners get together after the fact to establish
community standards
while some communities simply recognize what the standards are
and don't bother codifying them.
This type of standard is reasonable. Whenever property own¬
ers can agree amongst themselves to manage their properties in
a homogenous fashion, they are more than welcome to do so. It
makes for some very enticing neighborhoods, where property values
are likely to rise and where newcomers are
likely to automatically
without coercion or threat
go along with the norm.
In neighborhoods with a government-enforced homogeneity, on
the other hand, the property owners do not have a choice whether
or not to comply, and they are less
likely to happily comply with the
regulations. Nobody likes being forced.
To some extent this is a matter of necessity: There is often no
need for government to legislate standards. Peer pressure and com¬
munity standards alone frequently suffice.
It is also a question of force, the great libertarian no-no. It simply
is not right for one person to force another to cut his grass or to get
rid of a broken-down car
no matter how good an idea it might be.
But most of all, this is a matter of property rights. If you don't
like the looks of your neighbor's lawn, don't ask the government to
force him to comply. Point out to him that you don't like it, if you

Some Libertarians call

the "radical middle of the road."
For two reasons, I prefer to call our

Please, please, please consider a
slogan such as "The party of (and
for) the middle class" for the Liber¬

vative

party the "traditional middle of the

tarian

ertarian view

road."

—■

—

feel led, but don't make a crime out of the "infraction."
Better yet,

offer to help him mow the yard, fix the car,
opportunity to make a friend.
for a slogan: "Make a difference, not a law."

the house. Use the
How's this

or

paint

We

First, "radical" has
notation for

some

a good con¬
teenagers and in¬

tellectuals. But for the vast

majority

of voters, "radical" has a bad

notation.

Party.
for the

people and by the
people — not for the government
or by the government. There are
many reasons why I say this. Speare

con¬

Second, the Libertarian

The libertarian

Party platform is based on the Dec¬
laration of Independence and the
Bill of Rights. What could be more

Party platform

traditional than that?

Calling our party "traditional" is
marketing and more accurate
than calling it "radical."

is based

better

Bill

—Leonard Schwaetz

Oak Park,

I

sue

an

"pie in the sky"

argu¬
ments "we need to eliminate the
IRS

(income tax) and replace it with
nothing" but this is a once in a life¬
time chance for the LP to actually
"do something" and be recognized
as a political party with practical
Please actually read the book. It
only 180 pages and can easily be
read in a day.
There are so many positives about
this proposal that most Libertarians,
if it is properly presented, will get
behind this issue. The Iraq war has
divided our party, this might help
to bring it together. I know I will be
personally disappointed in the LP if
it doesn't become part of a coalition
that supports the Fair Tax.

our

members

were

once

conser¬

and 40

percent were once
liberal, but found out that the Lib¬
was

closer to what the

philosophy they actually hold.
—Ken Mitchell

North Canton, Ohio

■ Fair Tax II
This is in response to William A.
concerns about the Fair

Samuel's
Tax not

being fair. [MailBox, Octo¬
News]

ber 2005 LP

He states that the Fair Tax will

of Rights.
more

cifically, due to the Democrats and
Republicans, both the upper and
under class are represented, but we
are the only party that represents
the (shrinking) middle class.

not be fair for him and others like

him

living off Social Security and
capital investments. I understand a
lot of retirees and others with fixed
incomes have

concerns over

the Fair

Tax.

They state "we have already
paid taxes and should not have to
pay them again". They don't realize
how much tax they are still paying,
on investments and social security
as

well

as

imbedded taxes in the

goods they buy everyday.
The Fair Tax benefits them

enor¬

they do is act puzzled. They don't
understand why we're liberal about
some things and conservative about

mously. How?
For one thing, Social Security
checks are currently taxed. That tax
would go away under the Fair Tax.
A vast majority of capital invest¬
ments are currently taxed unless
they lose money, and taxes on gains
would go away with the Fair Tax.
Finally, the Fair Tax proposal has
a provision for everyone to get a
check back in the sum of taxes paid

others.

for the bare essentials to live.

—Melissa F. Paschenko

Via e-mail

solutions.
is

of

...

—Leonard Schwartz

is¬

the LP should be supporting. I

know all the

the

traditional than that?

just finished reading the Fair

Tax book and believe this is

on

What could be

Michigan

■ Fair Tax book

—

—

party

our

■

Puzzling

Often, when I tell people that
I'm a Libertarian, the first thing

I

respond that the Libertarians
favor small government, the smaller
the better. We agree with liberals

As you can see, under the Fair
Tax you will be taking home much

about

will stretch much further.

—Dan Seurat

issues, such as the First
Amendment, and we agree with
conservatives on other issues, such

Miramar Beach, Florida

as

some

the Second Amendment.

more

money

The
seem

that

and

your

fixed income

big kicker is most people
forget the imbedded tax
adds to the cost of everything
to

Libertarian Party

rntaj MAILBOX
buy. That imbedded tax we all
pay today (which goes away with
the Fair Tax) is very close to the

Is it not therefore

percentage as the Fair Tax
imposed, therefore goods you buy
today are very similar in price to
goods you would buy with the Fair
same

Tax in

unconsti¬

an

—David Melvin Thornburgh

Amendment and the governmental
control it allows. Think of future

■ Welfare state

generations and impacts on our
country, not just how it affects us
today.
Everyone please read the actual
legislation. It makes sense for all

heard the American

—Craig Replogle

Indianapolis, Indiana

Does not

or

not

chief justice of the
Supreme Court need,
for effective leadership, to have
served as a working associate justice
for time enough to acquaint himself
or herself to the protocol and his¬
tory of the office, as well as to the
personalities of the other justices?
Does law not require that the ef¬
fectiveness and competency which
comes from such a working rela¬
tionship be demonstrated and be
required before one can be "gradu¬
ated" from active participation at
a lower court, into a higher court,
or into a higher position at a lower
a

United States

court?
Is the

quality of American juris¬
prudence completely at the whim of
politicians, voters, and other parti¬
san

Twenty-five
described
I

was

as a

years

ago

I first

political system

welfare state.

stunned then. But

now

it

is obvious.
Our

political system consists of
an axis of two
cooperating gangs
masquerading as political parties
creating theater for the media — as
they go about their business of
stealing working Americans blind.
It is tempting to call these two
gangs "the War Party" and "the Wel¬
fare Party."
The War Party recently started
two wars and is threatening more.
The Welfare Party supports these
wars because their polling indicates
that opposing the wars might ad¬
versely affect their chances of get¬
ting what they really want — con¬
trol of the $2.5 trillion-per-year
federal money spigot.
Despite what they say, both
gangs use warfare and welfare to
grow government — and the cancer¬
ous non-stop growth of government
over the last 60 years documents
how successful these gangs are.
—Mike Ford

tion to make the

judicial branch of
our government more or less inde¬
pendent of such whims, or was it to
enable partisans to stack the courts
with other partisans?

parties have picked up seats in
Germany's lower house of parlia¬
ment (Bundestag) making them a
factor as to which major party to
hold power there. I was pleasantly
surprised to find out that the liber¬
tarian Free Democrats (FDP) picked
up almost 10 percent of the Bund¬
estag's seats and it looks like they,
along with the Greens, will be the
"kingmakers."
I am almost hoping the SDP pre¬
vails because if they do, Germany's
parliament could still be deadlocked
—

■ German
Some

opened just
across the city limits. They were so
welcoming because they now had
another choice besides (1) driving
15-30 miles to buy goods at compet¬
itive prices or (2) paying high prices
(with little inventory to chose from)
at local retail establishments. Many
product lines simply were not avail¬
able locally before Wal-Mart came to

interesting part of it all of

since the CDU and FDP

are

town.

Wal-Mart started out
business

that, in light of
chaos, state

political

Now that Wal-Mart

small

a

has shown

Where do

draw such

we

a

line?

hundred,

a

thousand

or a

million

people? When other businesses start
actively seeking to do business with
it? When it

crosses

state

or

national

boundaries to transact business?
Just when is

a

to be considered

business too
a

big

small business

too successful to be

regarded as
"fair competition?" Who should be
empowered to make such a judg¬
or

ment on behalf of the "collective

good?"
I find it unfathomable that any

libertarian would

despise

commer¬

cial success, without reference to

liberty

interesting developments
have emerged in Germany recently.
Elections for Germany's chancellor
are deadlocked due to voters giv¬
ing almost equal numbers of seats

found the editor's responses
to the two letters about Wal-Mart
I

(MailBox, October 2005 LP News) to
right on the mark.
As the response to Mr. Baier in¬
dicates, nobody is forced to do busi¬

be

22,000 Libertarians Could Be
Reading Your Advertisement

Under the Fair Tax, if the kid
next door mows your

lawn for you,
the government will expect him to
collect an extra 23 percent from his
few customers to fund the Unfair

lions

a

specific instances of fraud, decep¬
tive practices, or the use of force to
establish that

should we encourage teenagers to
learn how to sneak under the radar
and avoid paying taxes in their en¬
trepreneurial enterprises?
If you buy a used home from a re¬
altor, you won't pay the Unfair Tax.
But if you buy a new home from a
contractor, you'll pay over $100,000
for the Unfair Tax (given typical
new home prices these days).
What's fair about that?
A

philoso¬

phy is it anathema to be so success¬
ful that your enterprise may popu¬
larly be considered "big business."
The real issue is the struggle
between free competition and arbi¬
trary government regulation of free
enterprise — not "small business"
versus "big business."

be

new car

all sales. But
have to
all. Once
cars

who

are

service. But they’re not. ■ Those 22,000 Libertarians

passionate about liberty, politics, current events, and

technology — could be making

a

decision to call

your

800-number,

or

a

sells to that

Make Your

i

LP News welcomes letters.

■

Mail: Libertarian

Are you?

.

same

no

U.S. customer.

practical

way

to

2600
L

there

are

tax

protest¬

shady edge of
legality by finding ways to legally
justify not paying income taxes, we
can be absolutely certain that there
will be a new black market in goods
and services where people secretly
sell to each other without charging
the dreaded 23 percent Unfair Tax.
Thus, only honest people will pay
taxes.

The Fair Tax is a myth. It's more
accurately an Unfair Tax. I wish
people would stop calling it some¬
thing it isn't.

Party

Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20037

as

who live in the

What's fair about that?

Attn: The MailBox

(:

now.

i

correspondence to:

Editor@hq.LP.org
(202) 333-0072
(Attn: LP News)

complete, no-obligation advertising
editor@hq.lp.org. ■ You could be calling right

simply

foreign competitor gets
with selling to the same cus¬
tomer but not charging the tax — a
huge competitive advantage.

and LP News is the most cost-efficient way to make

Ext. 226. Or e-mail him at:

for¬

So the

Send

package, call Editor]. Daniel Cloud at (202) 333-0008

a

away

Fax:

a

percent sales tax.

do it.

E-mail:

happen. For

that

eign Internet-based business that

the time to do it,

it

businesses

U.S. customer will be forced

But the Feds can't collect from

Web site. But they’re not...yet. ■ Want to reach

those 22,000 Libertarians? Now is

new

What's fair about that?

to collect the 23

■

your

dealer won't

valuable than

Internet-based

Centerville, Pennsylvania

I Voice Heard!!

visit

more

sell to

they’re not. ■ Right now, those 22,000 Libertarians could be learning about the benefits of
or

car

charge any Unfair Tax at
again, one-year-old used

will be

Just

book, political product, T-shirts,

used

cars!

ers

—

a

—Dan Beatty

RIGHT NOW
your

dealer will be forced to

government tax collector and
charge a 23 percent Unfair Tax on
a

There's

But

who makes mil¬

someone

selling stock won't have to
collect a single penny of the tax,
because investments are exempted.
Some say we would never ex¬
pect a teenager to collect taxes for
mowing lawns. But the bill doesn't
exempt teenagers. Do you think we

success.

Nowhere in libertarian

number of realwhy I

call the Fair Tax "the Unfair Tax."

a

point of incorporation? When
successful entrepreneur employs

again

are a

world scenarios that show just

Tax. But

—Mike Renzulli

■ Wal-Mart

Following

At the

even

Mesa, Arizona

■ Fair Tax

successful business,

growing from such humble begin¬
nings into the largest retailer in the
span of one lifetime, is it somehow
"right" to trample on the rights of
Wal-Mart's owners to freely com¬
pete?

larger push
for
proportional representation,
which would make them a signifi¬
cant factor in legislative races like
the smaller third parties (like the
FDP) are now in Germany.
an

was

as

itself to be

LP affiliates in the United States

should make

a

LP News.

after WWII.
I also believe

as

single retail outlet

—Jim Kilpatrick

In my

Germany's

one

—

that Wal-Mart
filthy, disorganized, full
of cheap merchandise and that no¬
body should shop there. Sounds like
a typical liberal rant to me. Our lo¬
cal Wal-Mart stores are exactly op¬
posite of his description and I love
shopping there for everything from
oil changes to groceries.
And by the way, nobody should
try to tell me where I should or
should not shop.
stores are

Austin, Texas

overall.

view, the FDP should get
recognition in the libertarian
movement due to the fact that they
have held seats in Germany's par¬
liament since the party's founding

In his recent letter to the edi¬

tor, Steve Baier says

stated in Robert Weiss-

majority and in coalition in Germa¬
ny's upper house (Bundesrat).
The political gridlock could mean
greater liberty for German citizens

more

■ Wal-Mart II

berg's article ["Wal-Mart: Free to
Compete,"] in the September 2005

—

in the

Austin, Texas

electors?

Was the aim of the U.S. Constitu¬

The

people in

elated when Wal-Mart

version of the United States'

this is that this time the smaller

forget the big pic¬

Libertarians.

man

integrity of the intent of the law
by the current actions taken by the
Bush/Cheney administration?

Miami Beach, Florida

Justice,

and around Titusville, Penn., were

2000 elections.

ture: We would eliminate the 16th

■

ness

(CDU) and the socialist Social
Democrats (SDP) — almost a Ger¬
tutional act to subvert the basic

I think America is dead.

place.

And let's not

to the conservative Christian Demo¬
crats

we

with Wal-Mart. The
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1

—Walt Thiessen

Warrenton, Virginia

PAGE 14 * Libertarian

Party News * November 2005

among Conservative Party
who truly value freedom

members
and lib¬

ing to other registered Libertarians
about the Web site and about form¬
a county LP affiliate.
My next goal is to obtain the
county's registered voter list on disk

ing

erty.
In

September 2003, a court rul¬
ing determined that New York vot¬
ers could, for the first time, register
as Libertarians. This privilege was
previously reserved for parties that

Becoming

a Libertarian:
One voter's journey to the

had

LP

obtained

Despite

Columbia County, NewYork, has

political demographic that is
of the
Demo¬
cratic with a smattering of third
parties. There are about 11,000 un¬
a

very similar to the rest
state: mainly Republican and

affiliated voters.
member

of

the

Conservative

Party, I cut my
political
teeth
during a conten¬

By Eric
Sundwall

torney race in the mid-90s. At the
time my father was the chairman of
the party and I served as a commit¬
teeman in the Conservative Party,
which held some nominal sway in
the local

political arena.
My initial attraction to the Con¬
servatives, besides being born into
the party, was the promise that they
would promote liberty and preserve

idea that Mr.
to

wear a

ideological configura¬

tions thereafter, but I never strayed
far from the core of liberty and free¬
dom.
Over time, party
less important.

affiliation be¬
After studying
political philosophy in Copenhagen
during my last semester of college,
my political thoughts and ideas
transcended any prosaic interests in
my little county.
After a couple years, I realized
that people would pay more for my
computer skills than any political
'

ideas.

Opting out of corporate life, I
settled into

a

small business with

repulsed by the
Coumo sought to force

seatbelt.

constant

soon-to-be driver in
was

along with running

small
business. But somehow we managed
through the roughest years and are
still challenged by everyday situa¬
come

a

hassles and worries that

of at least
would be

50,000

appealing.
practical reality of
goal, it is something to work

Whatever the

guberna¬

such

a

toward. I've watched the New York

ridiculously uphill bat¬
engaged in swaying
the Conservative Party

Conservative

am now

members of

think

can

dozen for whom this

a

Party climb to

over

1,000 members in the last 20 years,
and I believe the Libertarians can do

to become Libertarians.

While Libertarians continue to

the

nominate and support

same.

The Conservatives in New York

tions and obstacles.

independent
candidates, they constantly face

have

Freedom and

the "lesser of two evils" dilemma

and the

that tends to

for me, is their national presence.
For the past year it has seemed

liberty are still our
primary motivations, even in busi¬
decisions.

ness

My first presidential ballot

was

cast for Ron Paul. Even at the age

a partner I could trust — my dad.
Starting and maintaining a small
business is rough.
Most people do not want the

a

the mid-80s I

me

teenage hours at the party's
fair, seeking to
persuade others into the fold.
The transition to college and a
degree in political science lent itself
my

came

tious district at¬

freedom. As

result I spent some of

booth at the county

to numerous

former

A

as a

a

begin mailing Conservatives

about the Libertarians. I

torial election.

tle, I
And

than

more

votes in the most recent

and to

eighteen I knew

my

of
sympathies lay

with the Libertarians.
In

dence"

the presidential ballot,
though I understood later that the
on

Libertarian should have been my

choice.
As I

cal

get older
I'm

—

—

and

becoming

radi¬
certain

more

more

that less government

is the answer.
My father always kept the faith
in freedom and liberty, never taking
a state job when offered and main¬
taining a rigorous independence
from the tempting pressures of the
powerful pachyderms.
He went into business after "re¬

tirement" and maintains influence

in

an

electoral

or

effect,

appeal of the Libertarians,

like I have been

winning.
So far I've managed to persuade
five or six people to register Lib¬

laboring alone, in
anonymity, but I know like-minded
individuals are out there working
for a principle based on liberty.
The complete lack of fiscal re¬
straint in both major parties has
created a jaded desperation amongst

ertarian in the last few months,
and it is my goal to get 100 people

the average taxpayer.
Libertarians tend not to judge

registered and a chapter started in
Columbia County. Looking at the

dividuals

People feel they simply can't
take the chance of voting for some¬
who doesn't have

one

I wrote in "no confi¬

1992

occur

system which favors two strong
parties.

national reach

no

a

realistic

chance of

current

in¬
personal choices
and enjoy a great deal of restraint
when it comes to interfering in oth¬

Libertarian enrollment in

the state, this would make Colum¬
bia

ers

County the biggest chapter in
To this

site
have

end, I have started

a

Web

leap for Libertarians

regulation in personal

or

family af¬

fairs.
I'm

Elections to find out who else is
a

a

who practice social and cultural tol¬
erance to refrain from government

(www.ColumbiaCountvLP.orQ).
gone to the Hudson Board of

registered, and have sent

lives.
It is not

the state.

their

on

proud to

ian based

mail¬

on

say I am a Libertar¬
these principles.

Libertarian Party Membership!
□

YES: Sign me up today as

a proud, dues-

paying member of the Libertarian Party!
I'll receive 12
I'd like to be

a

monthly issues of LP News, and a membership card
following category:

Payment
□ To

help you in your important
liberty, I have enclosed

work for
an

Libertarian Party member in the

additional donation of:

$.

□ $1,000

Life Member

□ $500
□ $250

Patron Member

□ $100

Sponsoring Member
Sustaining Member

□ $25

Basic Member

Total payment

enclosed

The Libertarian

think our government has gotten
too big and too powerful? Do you think
bureaucrats and politicians are slowly
eliminating the freedoms Americans used
to take for granted? Do you think the Bill
of Rights is being silently repealed — one
precious freedom at a time?
you

If so, you can

help change that
by joining the Libertarian Party!
We're the only political party that is fighting
with 100% of our energy — to lower

Party is the party of principle. To publicly affirm
ensure that our party never strays from our
principles—we ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

what

we

believe—and to

»-I do not believe in
means

Signature

of

or

advocate the initiation of force

achieving political

or

as a

social goals.

and your proud signature on this
membership form — we can work harder than
ever to build a powerful political force for
support

—

freedom.

Acer. #

Subscription
□ Enclosed is $25. I'd rather not join just yet. Instead, please sign
me up for a one-year subscription to LP News (12 monthly issues).

Join

us

need your

today!

help to do it.

Expires

Signature For Credit Card Payment

Name & Address

APPEAL CODE:

HQ-News Coupon

me

information about

your monthly Pledge Program
and the benefits for joining.

Address

—

City

Home Phone

□ l'd like to support the Libertar¬
ian Party on a more regular basis.
Please send

Name

State

Zip

MaHe chechs payable to:

Libertarian
Party

Work Phone

E-Mail Address

Employer

we

□Discover

required for membership

Federal law

But

order enclosed.
(No corporate checks, please.)
Or: Bill my □ Visa
QAMEX

□ MasterCard

—

taxes, to reduce the size of government,
and to defend the Bill of Rights, With your

□ Check/money

Occupation

requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing
address, occupation and name of employer of individuals whose contributions exceed
$200 in an election cycle. Political contributions are not tax-deductible.

2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037
Phone: (202) 333-0008
Fax: (202) 333-0072 • www.LP.org
J
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LEGALIZE

Bill OF RIGHTS SHIRT
Maks statement
a

Legalize

wearing ttiis quality gray t-sMrt with red

Bvartfea Billet Rights la black.

Sizes M,L,XL,2X

www.lpwi.org

Order by Mail
Send 16.95 To:

by Phone at
(800)236-9236

Libertarian

WWW.CAFEPRESS.COM/SPYGLASS

Order over
the Web at

Pre-Shrunk
100% Cotton t-shirt

Ready to

Quality
Products

or

Reasonable

Principal!

Prices

not

Tee, M/LG/XL.

PO Box 20815

Individual Liberty

Greenfield, Wl 53220

Personal Responsibility
Less Government

LibertyStickers.com
The "World 's Most

Dangerous Stickers
877-873-9626 toll free
Stickers 4 Your

Martin Belkin, P.O. Box 350357,

SAY NO—-TO GOV T SCHOOLING!
-

"I should be and will be

A

For President
117 North 4th St.

#1776

It's YOUR

platform and represents YOUR
position on the issues. Join today at
Paid for by

Platcom members

Las

SANTA FE
COMMUNITY SCHOOL

(702) 642-4165

STICK IT
TO CLICK IT OR TICKET

Support other freedom lovers!
Register yourself or your company.

Fneedm. Clmce. Hm.

K-12

Self Directed
Study Program

Vegas, NV
89101-2932

www.jimburnsforpresident.us

| YELLOW PACES

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED

president."

Jim Libertarian
Bums

Platform Debate

LIBERTARIAN

AT HOME

through the

Home

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11235.

http://lpconvention.org/platform/index.php

*

Campaign: just $29 for 100 2x8s!

TEACH YOUR OWN

Shipped Priority Mail: $2.00 postage each

package. Expect 4-6 weeks delivery. Make checks payable to:

Join the
This and hundreds of other designs to choose from!

Legalize Freedom Tee-Shirts: $10.00

lettering on white vinyl. Tee-Shirt: Black

lettering silk-screened onto Hanes 100% Cotton Beefy

Vote
Master Card

wise. Express

Stickers: $2.00 each.
each. Sticker: Black

Personalities??

STICKERS!

When it comes to Freedom,
ence is neiFreedom
ther goldBumper
en
Yourself.silLegalize
nor

vote*.**,

Party
Visa

AND BUMPER

Freedom

"VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW"
Heavyweight

FREEDOM

TEE-SHIRTS

www.sitciot.com

www.libertarianyellowpages.com

Since 1974

^

Peruse

Politicians Should Sell
Contract Insurance
To Us — Not Tax Us.

Low

cost,year-round enrollment
K-8 grade placement recommendations
9-12 credits / transcript / diploma

complete libertarian
philosophical treatise

a

Non-school student newspaper
Curricular information
Office staff support

prospectus, or my booklet is $2. Thanks,

Record-keeping services
Legal information and support

Dave Hollist

Please contact

SANTA FE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
866-703-9375 or www.sfcs-homestiidy.org

(909) 980-4198

•

me

for

a

free

at

constitution@compuserve.com

Libertarian Candidate for President

optopiaproj ect.com

P.O. Box 1414, Alta Loma, CA 91701-8414

http://i.am/trading

What have you
♦

♦

missed recently

Week/y LP Updates
Blog Debate on the LP Issues
Don't miss out! Visit

For Free

on

WWW.LP.Org?

♦ The

Outrage of the Week

♦ The LP News Poll

LP.org often to keep up with current LP-related events.
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LtH INFO

QQcoming

LP NATIONAL CHAIR

■ November

Michael Dixon

■ November 18-19, 2005

Dynamic Cities Conference, at the
Mirage, in Las Vegas, Nev. Speakers to include
Drew Carey, Reason magazine editor-in-chief
Nick Gillespie, Reason Foundation founder Bob
Poole, columnist Jacob Sullum and others. For

ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF

Shane

4-6, 2005

Reason's

Cory

LP NEWS EDITOR

more

J. Daniel Cloud

information

or

to

register,

Gold, Freedom and War, a benefit
conference for LewRockwell.com. at the
Radisson Villa Hotel, San Mateo, Calif.

Speakers to include U.S. Rep. Ron Paul,
Cindy Sheehan, Justin Raimondo, Lew
Rockwell and Anthony Gregory. For
details, go to wwwJLewflhMA—B nm. or
call (800) 348-8001.

go to www.

reason.org/veqas.

■ Gillespie

SPECIAL PROJECTS
Sam New

■ Paul

■ November 11-13, 2005
Illinois LP Nominating Convention, in downtown
Springfield,
III., at the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel and Conference

MEMBER SERVICES

Chris Thorman

■ November 19, 2005

workshops and candidate forums.
Speakers to include Dr. Mary Ruwart, Harry Browne, Debbie Hopper
and Raymond R. Carr. For more information, contact Jeff
Trigg
at (800) 735-1776, e-mail diiectorfi>lpH™K
«ff| or go to wmw.
lpillinois.org.

Regional Small Business Conference, in Fort Wayne, Ind.,
Speakers
to include LNC representative (and Indiana LP
chair) Mark
Rutherford; Mike Kole, candidate for Indiana secretary of state;
and Mike Sylvester of the Indiana LP. For details, call Sylvester
at (260) 338-0833.

■ November 12, 2005

■ November

Ohio LP

Liberty 2005, the Annual London Conference of the Libertarian

Center. Live entertainment,

THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY*
2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Ste 100
Washington, DC 20037
(202) 333-0008
Fax: (202) 333-0072
Website: www.LP.org
Office hours: 9 am-5 pm ET, M-F

New Member Information:
Call (800) ELECT-US

CONTACT LP NEWS
Libertarian

Party / Attn: LP News
2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Ste 100
Washington, DC 20037
Phone: (202) 333-0008 x226
E-mail: EditorOLP.org

at Don Hall's Guesthouse and Conference Center.

19-20, 2005

Special Nominating Convention, at the Hyatt on
Capital Square, Columbus, Ohio. Dr. Bill Peirce is the only declared
candidate, but other Libertarians are welcome to join the race. For
more information, call
(800) 669-6542, e-mail hq@ipo.org. or go
to www.lpo.org.

Alliance and the Libertarian International, at the National
Liberal Club, in London, England. A host of speakers, including

■ November 12-13, 2005

■

Libertarian National Committee

Liberty at Sea '06, Three-day cruise hosted by the California
LP, aboard Royal Caribbean's Monarch of the Seas. For details,
call (727) 525-9696 or go to yurv,CA.L?.orq./^TjbgnrystseaOa.

Dr. Richard Ebeling, president of the Foundation for Economic
Education. For details, go to www.LL?gtan^rLr^-iik/' confQSJrtm.

meeting, Embassy Suites in

Baltimore, Md. All LP members are welcome to attend. For
information, contact your LNC representative.

more
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South Park's

Trey Parker
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Unlike liberalism and conservatism

which for the most part are just based on attitudes
feelings — libertarianism is based on principles.
"The principles I'm talking about are the rights to
self-ownership and private property.
These rights can be derived from the simple recognition that murder,
rape, theft, extor¬
tion, fraud, coercion and slavery are universally wrong. They are wrong in Blacksburg, they
are wrong in New York
City and they are wrong in Tanzania.
Those wrong actions have one thing in common — they all violate either self-own¬
ership or property rights. Self-ownership is your exclusive right to make decisions
regarding your own body. Rapists, slave-owners and murderers violate that right by
imposing their will on their victims' bodies.
"The libertarian concept of property rights can be summed up in one sentence:
You have a right to own the product of your labor, as long as it was justly obtained.
Thieves and defrauders take the product of your labor (the money you worked so
hard to earn) without your consent, which violates your property rights.
"Libertarians are steadfast defenders of small, limited government. The result of
a system of limited government that
protects self-ownership and property rights is
what we call freedom. People are free to do whatever they wish except harm others
by violating their rights.
"Libertarianism is a principled ideology that offers a clear distinction between right
and wrong and a plan for a more prosperous and harmonious society."
—Michael Hugman, Virginia Tech's Collegiate Times, October 7, 2005
and

—

