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City-County Tax Bill Bites the Dust

Seat Belt and Nutritionist Bills Also Dead

During the last legislative term, Libertarians
spoke at three legislative hearings in order to
voice their opposition to three different bills,
and all three bills failed to pass!

CITY-COUNTY TAX BILL

In January, S.C. Libertarians launched an
intensive effort to defeat the Local Government
Finance Act (the City-County Tax Bi11). John Heaton,
Ron Heaton, Tom King, and Mary Lou Seymour started
a petition drive in Aiken County, and this quickly
spread to other counties. Members of the Libertarian
Party put many hours into obtaining signatures on
the petitions against the bill, writing letters-to-
the-editor, and contacting legislators to urge them
to vote against the bill. These efforts finally
paid off when the bill died on May 7 - the House
rejected an effort by Rep. Robert Sheheen to remove
the bill from the Ways and Means Subcommittee where
it was stalled.

The Local Government Finance Act was introduced
in January in the House of Representatives. It had
both Democratic and Republican sponsors, but few of
these sponsors came to the defense of the bill when
Libertarians began to criticize it. The bill would
authorize cities and counties to impose income
taxes, sales taxes, auto registration fees, and
various other types of taxes. Libertarians have
fong recognized that this would increase the tax
burden on South Carolinians and would make it more
difficult for small businesses to offer new jobs.

The Libertarian Party is the only political
party which opposed this bill, although other
anti-tax groups (T.R.I.M. and Richland County
Citizens for Tax Relief) joined the Libertarians.
Jan Chapman wrote a letter which appeared in
The Cofumbia Recond 1isting the names of the spon-
sors of the bill, and shortly thereafter, Rep. Fred
Day, one of the sponsors, wrote a Tetter to the
same newspaper saying that "I will not vote for any
bill that will raise taxes." Very interesting!
Chapman also joined Steve Vandervelde in speaking
against the bill at a Ways and Means Subcommittee
hearing in February.

Altogether, over 2000 signatures were obtained
on the anti-tax petitions. These petitions were
presented to Senator Joe Wilson (R-Lexington Co.) and
Rep. Jarvis Klapman {R- Lexington Co.) at a press

S.C.L.P. Uice-Chairman BiLL Griffin (Znd grom
Legt) presents anti-tax petitions to Sen. Joe
Wilson (Legt) and Rep. Janvis Klapman(center).
Looking on arne Libertarnians Drew Amendola,
Mark Johnson, and Jan Chapman.

conference at the State Capital on April 15 (see
photo). Two television stations covered this event,
but the newspapers ignored it. At any rate, the
bi11 is dead for the year, and the Libertarians
played a major role in defeating it.

SEAT BELT BILL

Libertarian opposition to the mandatory seat
belt bill was not as conspicuous as the opposition
to the tax bill, but it was spirited and consistent.
David Morris spoke against the bill last December
at a joint House-Senate committee hearing, saying
that "It may be wise to wear a seat belt, but
wisdom should not be legislated." On February 19,
the Senate defeated the seat belt bill by one vote,
but supporters vowed to revive the bill as soon as
possible.

Libertarians thank all those who opposed the
mandatory seat belt bill. John Wrisley was tireless
in his opposition to the bill, Jesse McDugald
(president of A.B.A.T.E.) and other A.B.A.T.E.
members spoke out against the bill, and Senator
Glenn McConnell (R-Charlesten) actively fought
against the bill in committee and on the Senate
floor.

(continued on page 2)
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BLLE Griffin explains Lo the media why Libes-
tanlans are opposed to the Local Government
Finance Act.

(continued from page 1)

DIETETIC PRACTICE ACT

Libertarians found out about this bill from
nutritionists and persons in the health foods
business. This bill would have given the South
Carolina Dietetic Association an exclusive monopoly
over the dissemination of nutritional information.
It would make it illegal for anyone without a
government license to give nutritional advice or to
use the words "nutritionist" or "dietician" to
describe what they do. Apparently, similar bills
have become law in Maryland, Ohio, and Alabama.

Pavid Morris spoke against the bill at a
House committee hearing on April 29. According to
Morris, "The citizens of South Carolina should be
allowed to make decisions about where to go for
nutritional advice. The government should stay out
of this." There was so much opposition to the
bill that the committee tabled the bill immediately,
which effectively killed it for this year.

Libertarians express their thanks to Taler
Harris and Deborah Mitchell for providing information
about the bill. Others who spoke eloquently against
the bill include Marcia Halpern, Patricia Williams,
Corma Edwards, and Eileen Newman (with her son John).
One hopes that there is even more opposition if
a similar bill is introduced next year.

“The most exciting new magazine on the
market since Libertarian Review."

A magazine committed to new
perspectives on individual liberty
and limited government.
Featuring writers like Carl
Watner, Larry Dodge, Richard
Fuerle and Jim Peron. $15/6
issues, $3/sample copy.

Now bi-monthy

NOMOS

Studias In Spontensous Order

9857 S. Damen Ave.
Chicago, IL 60643

Libertarians Choose Candidates
and New Officers

At the State Convention in Columbia on April 12,
the S.C. Libertarian Party nominated three candi-
dates for statewide office and elected party
officers for the next two years. The convention was
highlighted by well-received presentations by Jim
Turney (National L.P. Chairman), Marshall Fritz
(President of the Self-Government Advocates), and
Kevin Cullinane (President of Freedom Country
in Campobella, S.C.).

At the convention, the S.C.L.P. nominated
Jan Chapman to run for State Treasurer, David
Morris to run for Secretary of State, and Andrew
Amendola to run for Comptrolier General. All
three candidates will be on the ballot in November.
This is the first race for Morris and Amendola,
but Chapman has been a candidate twice before.

In 1982, she ran for Secretary of State against
a Democratic opponent and received 42,097

votes (7.5%). In 1984, she ran for the State
Senate in District 23 against three opponents
(one of them a write-in) and received 1.2% of
the votes.

The delegates chose John Heaton of Aiken to
serve as S.C.L.P. Chairman for the 1986-1988 term.
Bill Griffin of South Congaree was elected
Vice-Chairman. The Executive Committee chose
Jan Chapman of Lexington to be the new S.C.L.P.
Secretary, and David Morris of Lexington was
re-elected Treasurer.

The convention will re-convene August 17,
and additional candidates might be nominated.

John Heaton, S.C.L.P. Chaimman, Zalks to the
news media at the State Convention.

To contrnol the biggest threat to
Libenty in our country - govermment -
1 do my part,
and maybe 1 can help you do younrs.

we must reduce taxes.

Richard Winchell
Bookkeeping and Tax Service
781-5427




July 1986

Sandhills Libertarian Gazette

Page 3

EDITORIAL
PORN-BUSTING IS IN STYLE

Almost every week the newspaper men-
tions some group or official who wants to
crack down on pornography or to harass
persons whose only "crime" is to go topless
is a bar or to engage in prostitution.

Richland County Sheriff Frank Powell
is apparently not content to harass pros-
titutes or video store owners. HNow he
wants to harass topless barmaids. A court
has restrained him from the latter, but
Powell then said he wanted a new regula-
tion prohibiting topless waitresses in
any establishment that sells alcohol.

It's nice to see our tax dollars being
spent so wisely!

Laura Hudson, Director of C.A.D.R.E.,
wants to outiaw the possession of porno-
graphic material, but she is unable to
give a definition of pornography. Neither
does she realize that sections of The Bible
could be considered pornographic by some
standards.

Powell has done a good job fighting
violent crime, and Hudson has put a lot of
effort into fighting drunk driving. They
should confine their future efforts to
these types of activities.

As disgusting as pornography and
prostitution may be, they don't violate
anyone's rights if no force is used.

We would all be much happier if we
could just worry about our own Tives and
quit meddling in the lives of others.

Statement of Principles

We, the members of the Libertarian Party, challenge the
culr of the omnipotent state and defend the rights of the
individual.

We hold thar all individuals have the right to exercise
sole dominion over their own lives, and have the right to
live in whatever manner they choose, so long as they do
not forcibly interfere with the equal right of others to live
in whatever manner they choose.

Governments throughour history have regularly oper-
ated on the opposite principle, that the State has the nght
to dispose of the lives of individuals and the fruits of their
labor. Even within the United States, all political parties
other than our own grant to government the right to
regulate the lives of individuals and seize the fruits of their
labor without their consent.

We, on the contrary, deny the right of any government
to do these things, and hold that where ZOVernments exist,
they must not violate the rights of any individual; namely,
(1) the righ ro life —accordingly we support prohibition
of the initiation of physical force against others; (2) the
right to liberty of speech and action — accordingly we
oppose all arremprs by government to abridge the freedom
of speech and press, as well as government censorship in
any form; and (3) the right to property —accordingly we
oppose all government interference with private property,
such as confiscation, nationalization, and eminent do-
main, and support the prohibition of robbery, trespass,
fraud, and misrepresentation.

Since governments, when instituted, must not violate
individual rights, we oppose all interference by govern-
ment in the areas of voluntary and contractual relations
among individuals. People should not be forced to sac-
rifice their lives and property for the benefit of others.
They should be left free by government to deal with onc
anorther as free traders, and the resultant cconomic system,
the only one compatible with the protection of individual
righs, is the free marker.

Government is not reason; it is nor‘ﬂ
eloquence; it is force! Like fire, it isa

dangerous servant and a fearful
master.
George Washington

TAX PROTEST DAY: Jan Chapman and BLEE Griffin give Literatune to
angry taxpayens at the Columbia Post Office on Aprnil 15.

You are invited to visit our new location.
Please call 772-3317 for an appointment to
view the "Enviromnment for Discovery".
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COLLEGE OF EARLY LEARNING

“Environment for Discovery”

An academically enriched enviromment wherein students
from two through twelve years of age work independently
to maximize their human potentials. Individualized
study permits year-round enrollment,

A PRIVATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - AFFILIATED WITH AMERICAN MONTESSORI SOCIETY
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POND BRANCH RIFLE & PISTOL RANGE, INC.

TWO LOCATIONS:
DOWNTOWN & COLUMBIA MALL

DAVE'S TRANSMISSION

Gilbert, S.C.

(1 mi. East off I-20, Exit 44)
12 Noon; $5.00/day
Closed July & August
Call (803) 359-5295
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7452 Two Notch Road

Columbia, SC 29207
(803) 736-4936

1123 Kinard Court
Columbia, SC 29201
{803) 779-0250

practical arguments
for liberty.

P.O. Box 392 ¢ Forest Grove, PA 18922

ANTI-TAX POST CARDS
Eight different kinds for $1.

Order from John Harllee, Rt. 10,
Box 52-A, Florence, S.C. 29501.

JEFFERS ;McGILL

WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL

Panasonic

776-4466

6400 DEVINE ST., CEDAR TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER

SANDY RUN SERVICE STATION
ROUTE 2 BOX 131 796-6258
GASTON, SC 29053

LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT EXTRA
COPIES OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO GIVE
TO YOUR FRIENDS AND NETGHBORS.
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The Sandhills Libertarian Gazette
is published by the Lexington
County Libertarian Party.

Ad rates available on request.

Please address all correspondence
to the Editor.

EDITOR: David Morris

Have Your Insurance Agent
Call Us For Quotes On:

TERM, UNIVERSAL, CURRENT
ASSUMPTION, ANNUITY AND
IMPAIRED-RISK
LIFE INSURANCE

Brokerage Services of Cardgina, lnc,

P.0. Drawer 5697
Columbia, S.C. 29250
Phone: (803) 254-2215
5.C. WATS 1-800-223-2762

Bill Brooks, Jr.
President
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