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LPNY CONDEMNS SPEED CAMERAS

by Libertarian Party of New York

The LPNY declares its staunch
opposition to the New York State
Department of Transportation’s
broadened implementation of au-
tomated speeding tickets. The au-
tomated ticketing system, imple-
mented in a limited way in 2021
and expanded recently, employs
technology to detect and automat-
ically issue speeding tickets. While
excused as a road safety measure,
the LPNY interprets this move to
broadly expand this system as an
insidious strategy for hidden tax-
ation of the working class while
egregiously infringing upon their
Fourth Amendment rights.

According to LPNY, the exploita-
tion of these systems for financial
gain under the guise of public safe-
ty constitutes not just a breach of
personal privacy but also an act of
state-sanctioned extortion. Their
position is that this system not only
exemplifies governmental over-
reach but also serves as a devious
mechanism for revenue gathering,
effectively extorting money from
vehicle owners via a hidden tax un-
der the pretext of safety.

“The deployment of automated tick-
eting systems amounts to a flagrant
violation of the Fourth Amend-
ment, which protects against un-
reasonable searches and seizures,”
remarked Andrew Kolstee, Chair of
the Libertarian Party of New York.
“Beyond the constitutional trans-
gression, it is a thinly veiled attempt
to extort money from hard working

New Yorkers. The lack of human
oversight and the denial of any re-
course to contest these automated
tickets is a profound infringement
on the rights enshrined to every
American.”

The LPNY is particularly alarmed
by the lack of public awareness and
debate regarding the broadened
implementation of this system.
The covert manner in which this
law was passed and put into effect
raises significant concerns about
governmental transparency and ac-
countability.

Furthermore, the LPNY express-
es deep concerns over the poten-
tial expansion of such surveillance
technology and its implications
for personal privacy and freedom.
“What starts as automated speed-
ing enforcement could easily be-
come a slippery slope towards more
invasive forms of government sur-
veillance,” added Kolstee. “This is
already happening. These camer-
as were introduced in work zones,
but are reportedly being installed
in non-work zone areas, which dis-
cretely expands the government
surveillance system.”

Moreover, the LPNY posits that the
strategic setting of fines at a low
threshold suggests an intent to dis-
courage contestation, subtly coerc-
ing the populace into acceptance of
this new norm. According to LPNY,
this approach disproportionately
burdens the financially vulnera-
ble and working class New Yorker,
creating a two-tiered justice system
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based on one’s ability to pay.

“The LPNY calls for an immedi-
ate suspension of this automated
ticketing system,” remarked Kolst-
ee. “We urge state legislators and
the New York State Department
of Transportation to consider the
serious Fourth Amendment con-
cerns raised by such a system. We
are committed to the principles of
individual liberty, due process, and
limited government, and advocate
for a state where public safety is
upheld without compromising the
constitutional freedoms of its citi-
zens. The automated speeding tick-
et system violates these principles
and the constitutional rights of New
Yorkers.”

The LPNY is actively seeking peo-
ple who have been ticketed by this
new system, as plaintiffs in a legal
challenge against it. The LPNY is
concurrently launching a fundrais-
ing drive to support these efforts.
By combining legal action with ad-
vocacy, the LPNY aims to protect
the Fourth Amendment rights of all
New Yorkers against what it consid-
ers to be invasive measures by the
State.
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Libertarian %’fy of New York

NOMINATING “CONVENTION
AND PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE

Watkins Glen, New York ¢ March 16-17, 2024

LEARN MORE/REGISTER
lpny.org/convention

SHOP LPNY MERCHANDISE
LPNYSTORE.COM
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UPDATES FROM THE CHAIR

by Andrew Kolstee
LPNY Chair

Here is this month’s update on
some of the things going on behind
the scenes at the Libertarian Party
of New York.

State Committee
The next State Committee meeting
will be held sometime in February.

Date/time is to be determined.

2024 Nominating
Convention

The Libertarian Party of New York
will hold a nominating convention

to choose our placeholder candidi-
dates for President and Vice Pres-
ident on the weekend of March
16-17, 2024 in Watkins Glen. We
will also nominate our candidate
for U.S. Senate. See our website for
more details.

2024 National Convention

The 2024 Libertarian National Con-
vention is scheduled for May 23-26,
2024 in Washington, D.C. Delegate
numbers are locked in, and New
York will have 41 delegate spots. So
far, 30 delegate positions have been
filled. The other delegate positions
(Delegates and Alternates) will be
filled in February.

Website and Database

Work continues on the website and
database. We have already integrat-
ed our donation and event pages.

2024 Campaign

The Petitioning Committee is ex-
ploring ideas for a potential state-
wide petitioning drive in 2024. If
you are interested in joining this
committee, please reach out. One
major need is to recruit candidates
to run in cross-county districts, es-
pecially New York State Assembly.

HELP US GET A3312 PASSED

This bill, if passed would lower the ballot access thresh-
olds back to the previous standards: the number of votes
needed to get ballot access to 50,000 (from 130,000 or
2%), and lower the petition signature requirement for a
statewide office to 15,000 (from 45,000). Contact your
representatives in the New York State Legislature and ask

them to this bill!

Contact Legislative Affairs Director Rich Purtell
at rpurtell@lpny.org to get involved with pushing this bill.
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COUNTY AFFILIATE NEWS

ALBANY CHEMUNG DUTCHESS
CONTACT: NEXT MEETING: NEXT MEETING:
Justin Carman, County Liasion = Thurs., Feb. 8, 2024 at 6 PM Sat., Feb. 17, 2024 @ 6 PM
jecarman@lpny.org at Il Eagle Taphouse Time/Location Varies
(3rd Sturdays)
CONTACT:
ALLEGANY Craig Colwell, Chair CONTACT:
CONTACT: ccolwell78 @gmail.com Catrina Rocco, Chair
Jame VanDewalker, DCLPChair@outlook.com
Acting County Chair/ LEARN MORE:
County Liasion Ipchemung.org LEARN MORE:
jvandewalker@lpny.org dutchesscountylp.org
LEARN MORE: CHENANGO o
fb.com/AlleganyCountyLP CONTACT:
Tom Quiter, County Liasion NEXT MEETING:
tquiter@lpny.org Held Monthly via Zoom
CHAUTAUQUA
NEXT MEETING: CONTACT:
Thurs., Feb. 1, 2024 @ 7:00 PM COLUMBIA Duane Whitmer, Chair
Lakeview Hotel & Resturant NEXT MEETING: chairman@eriecountylp.org
Mayville, NY and Zoom Wed., Feb. 21, 2024 @ 7 PM
(1st Thursdays) Google Meet
(third Wednesdays) KINGS (B ROO KLYN)
CONTACT: NEXT MEETING:
Len Morlock, Chair CONTACT: Tues., Feb. 20, 2024 at 3 PM
Imorlock@lpny.org Scott Hoskins, Chair @ Fourth Avenue Pub
Andrew Kolstee, Secretary scottdhoskins@gmail.com 76 4th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11217
akolstee@lpny.org (3rd Tuesdays)
LEARN MORE: CLINTON CONTACT:
www.chautauquaLP.org CONTACT: Matthew Morgan, Chair
fb.com/chautauquaL.P Zachary Remian, matthewisaiahmorgan@gmail.com
County Liaison

zremian@lpny.org
(518) 310-6664
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MADISON NEW YORK (MANHATTAN) QUEENS

NEXT MEETING: CONTACT: CONTACT:
Sat., Mar. 30, 2024 at 11 AM Chance Haywood, Chair John Clifton, Chair
Hamilton Public Library chaywood@lpny.org mrjclifton@yahoo.com
CONIACL: ONEIDA RENSSELAER
Mark Braiman, Chair
mbraiman@Ipny.org NEXT MEETING: Since October 2022, the Rens-
Mon., Feb. 19, 2024 @ 6 PM selaer County Libertarian Party
via Video Conference has been collecting food items
MONROE (3rd Mondays) and monetary donations to give
Contact the Monroe County Lib- Contact Keith for link monthly to StreetSoldiers Rens-
ertarian Party for meeting link. selaer.
We also have monthly social CONTACT:
meetings that you don’t want to Keith Redhead, Chair NEXT MEETING:
miss. There is also Google Group kredhead@lpny.org Wed., Feb. 5, 2024 at 6:30 PM
for announcements. Alexis Diner, North Greenbush
(first Wednesdays)
NEXT MEETING: ONONDAGA
Thurs., Feb. 1, 2024 @ 7 PM NEXT MEETING: CONTACT:
(first Thursdays) TBD March 2024 Jennifer O’Connor,
Acting County Chair
CONTACT: CONTACT: joconnor@lpny.org
Steve Becker, Chair Rachel Becker, Chair
drsbecker@al.com reb4128@rit.edu RICHMOND (STATEN ISLAND)
LEARN MORE: ORANGE NEXT MEETING:
monroecountylp.org Thurs., Feb. 15, 2024 @ 7 PM
CONTACT: @ Coffee and Collectibles
Juan Ayala, Chair (3rd Thursdays)
NASSAU livefree@juanrayala.com
NEXT MEETING: CONTACT:
Tues., Feb. 8, 2024 at 7 PM PUTNAM Susan Overeem Cummings,
@ Landmark Diner Chair
(2nd Thursdays) NEXT MEETING: susanovereem@gmail.com
Thurs., Feb. 8, 2024 at 7 PM
CONTACT: at McCarthy’s
Jon Gunther, 374 Route 52, Carmel, NY 10512 SARATOGA
Executive Committee Chair (2nd Thursdays) CONTACT:
jonguntherlibertarian@gmail.com Naz Garabedien, Chair
Blay Tarnoff, CONTACT: nazareth.garabedian
County Committee Chair Bill O’Donnell, Chair @lawsonproducts.com
LPNY@eblay.com billod10704@gmail.com
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SCHOHARIE

CONTACT:
Lora Newell, Chair
Inewell@lpny.org

SUFFOLK

CONTACT:
George Ostrowski, Chair
gtostrowskijr@msn.com

TIOGA

CONTACT:

Sara Price, Chair
sprice@lpny.org
Rich Purtell, Vice-Chair
rpurtell@lpny.org

ULSTER

NEXT MEETING:
Mon., Feb. 12, 2024 at 6:30 PM
Hickory BBQ, Kingston, NY
(second Mondays)

CONTACT:
Sam Kniffen, Acting Chair
samkniffeno1@gmail.com

LEARN MORE:
www.UlsterLP.org

WASHINGTON

CONTACT:
Brian Wells,
Acting County Chair/
County Liasion
blwells45@gmail.com

WAYNE

NEXT MEETING:
Sat., Feb. 24, 2024 at 10 AM
Yellow Mills Diner
2534 NY-31
Palmyra, NY 14522

CONTACT:
Jim Dayton, Chair
jdayton@lpny.org

LEARN MORE:
Ipwaynecounty.org

WESTCHESTER

CONTACT:
Rajib Maitra
Acting County Chair/
County Liaison
rajib.maitrai1@gmail.com

YATES

CONTACT:
Jeff Bradley, Chair
jbradley@lpny.org

Don't see your county listed?

We are looking for Libertarians
to organize new County Affiliates!

Contact us for more details!
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The 2024

LIBERTARIAN NATIONAL
CONVENTION

May 23 - May 27, 2024

LEARN MORE:

LNC2024.COM
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LPNY DIRECTORY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Andrew Kolstee Chair

Duane Whitmer 1st Vice-Chair
Rich Purtell 2nd Vice-Chair
Mark Braiman Secretary

W. Cody Anderson Treasurer
Maura Botsford At-Large
Justin Carman At-Large

Keith Redhead At-Large
William Schmidt At-Large
Karyn Thompson At-Large

Duane Whitmer

Communications Director
Andrew Kolstee

Field Development Director
Chance Haywood

Finance Director
Justin Carman

IT Director
Richard Purtell

Legislative Affairs Director
Vacant

Outreach Director

Keith Redhead
Personnel Director
Paul Grindle
Political Director
Maura Botsford
Events Coordinator
Daniel Castello
Platform Committee Chair
Andrew Kolstee
Rules Committee Chair

STATE COMMITTEE

Mark Axinn (JD1)

Morry Davis (JD1)
Chance Haywood (JD1)
Paul Grindle (JD2)
Matthew Morgan (JD2)
Gary Popkin (JD2)

W. Cody Anderson (JD3)
Justin Carman (JD3)
Lora Newell (JD3)
Jennifer O'Connor (JD3)
Amanda Ellithorpe (JD4)
Stephen Healey (JD4)
John Janes (JD4)
Zachary Remian (JD4)
Karyn Thompson (JD4)
Brian Wells (JD4)

Daniel Castello (JD5)
Shawn DeGrand (JD5)
Matthew Guilianelli (JD5)
Erinn Leatherman (JD5)
Adam Magoon (JD5)

Mark Braiman (JD6)
Craig Colwell (JD6)
Samuel Hordeski (JD6)
Christopher Olenski (JD6)
David Penner (JD6)
Vacant (JD6)

Steven Becker (JD7)
Jeffrey Bradley (JD7)
Justin Pelletier (JD7)
Sean Phelan (JD7)
Marc Smith (JD7)
James Ziobro (JD7)
Vacant (JD7)

Vacant (JD7)

Vacant (JD7)

Erin Becker (JD8)
Maura Botsford (JD8)

Andrew Kolstee (JD8)

Francis Law (JD8)
Leonard Morlock (JD8)
Michael Rebmann (JD8)

Juan Ayala (JD9)

Robert Cocomello (JD9)
Daniel Donnelly (JD9)
Robert Greibesland (JD9)
William Schmidt (JD9)
Christian Vondras (JD9)
Jeffrey Denecke (JD10)
Jonathan Gunther (JD10)
George Ostrowski (JD10)
Robert Schuon (JD10)
Blay Tarnoff (JD10)
Randyn Tarnoff (JD10)
Vacant (JD10)

Vacant (JD10)

John Clifton (JD11)
Francisco Olvera (JD11)
Irwin Mark Weinblatt (JD11)
Vacant (JD12)

Vacant (JD12)

Vacant (JD13)

Vacant (JD13)

Keith Redhead (JD5) Charles Roggen (JD8) Richard Purtell (ex-officio)
Vacant (JD5) Jame VanDewalker (JD8)
Vacant (JD5) Duane Whitmer (JD8)

info@lpny.org www.LPNY.org 866-336-3120
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