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OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN REVIEId

by Wa1ter Ziobro, Jr,

eEzag 03 rualuoo
a^V proJuBlS ?seg tgOg tUBToN uBsns ? pT^e(

A gathering of the faithful
occurred Fridav evening of 18 Oetober at
the Hammond House near Boston College 'About twenty members and a half-dozen
guests managed to find their viay to the
affair before the evening was through'
The Executive Board offers-its apologies
to anyone wtro became hopelessly lost in
the ba-et< roads of Chestnirt Hill; [Ed,'s
note: It was pointed ouL to me shortlv
before the meeting that the map picture0
in the last iss[e of LIBERTY had north
down and south up. Mea cu1Pa,]

After some general soeializ:-ng,
the meeting got- underway with -thereading of -the- minutes of the last
member5hip meeting in May bY _Jack
Waldron. -and the presentation of a
semi-anrlual treasurbr's report by tne r
Jack Waldron related the unfortunate
turn of events whieh required him to
find speaking replacgments for Murray
Rothbaid , who colrl dn 

- t make the semi nar
planned 'for the following Thursday,
Chairman David Long announced the
uoeomins aDDearanee of Avn Rand at Ford
HaII, aild Stated his plairs to distribute
leaflets there, AIso, ir resEonse to a
question on the Treasurer-s report,
Mr, Long related his vi-ews on projeet
finanei ng ,

At-about this point, Leo Kahian,
Ameriean Party candidate for governor'
and his runninq mate. Dr, Nicholas
Greco, appearedl having'been invibed by
MLPer'Vincb Drosdik, to present their
views, Mr, Kahian gave a speech for
God. fIaE and Msn-s aople Die. in which
he 'di f fErentiated hiriself from Sargent
and Dukakis on taxes', busing and
welfare, The discussion which followed
revealed general-. agreement of. those
present with - Mr, Kahian s views on
bducation -- he's for locaI control and
eventual privat:-zation but general
disagreemeDt with his views on obseenity
laws"-- he's for them,

After a break for coffee, the
Party welcomed Dick Adair, Republican
candidate for state representative in

protection in some cases,
With the hour getting late, and

attendance dwindling- aftei Mr, Adair's
exit, the meeting was adjourned without
eonsideration of proposed changes in the
I'{LP Constitution, I believe it was a
stimulating meeting for those who made
it, Special thanks go to Margaret
Stenerson who arranged for the room and
the refreshments,
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introdue etl himself as a
capitali strr , recount ed

n the Republican Party to

The MLP Exec Board meeting will take
place S-r:fr'&T, Dffi'beFffi:30 P,4, , dL
the home of Marearet Stenerson, 1OT Oak
Lane ll10 , Brodkton , Al l are invi ted ,
We will be diseussing means for raising
the visibility of ihe LP in Massa-
chusetts, CaIl UE, Slgnerson if you
need directions, 588-5068,

A Resion 8 LP Conference has tentativelv
be6--Tch-effilEd-E'fthe weekend of
December 14-15, Region I comprises New
l6"f-fr0--Tfe New-Eng1and states" The
orinciole tooic wiII be the feasibilitv
6f organizihg parties in Maine, Vermont
and Rhode Island' These states
currently have no loeal organi-zations'
If vou wish to observe. contact David
Lon[ (232-0050) for details of time and
place,

The next MLP membership meeting will be
in Frami@E'afrEETe=Eor,rfr-Iibrary on
Route 9 in Framingham Center, We will
meet from 1:00 to 5:00 D.III,, orl
Saturdav. Januarv 18" We hhve some
Tmpolffi'E ruTilch-ange s to eonsider I
some of these rules must be thrashed out
before our next EiluIar convention,
Please try to a ttenil' Members wil l
receive a- special notice & map prior to
the meeting, AI1 others, Flease caII
Sandra CoEen , 879-6073 (f'ramingham) , if
you need directions,
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promote economy in government, and spoke
bn the neeesbity -of phasing out- the
property tax, which he thought was
especi ally unfai.r. In response to
ouestions. he said he hras senerallv in
favor of repealing vicfimless brime
laws, €Xeept in the ease of mi-nors, and
of considering segregation of prisoners
accordine to nature of offense and past
reeord, "A vocal minority ehallanged^ his
stand on reducing environmental
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Page 3

TR()M THE CHAIR
Page 2

To the Editor:

I DON,T LISTEN TO
I-H EIR. FOOLISH NES S -LISTEN TO t,l lN El

Final1y, I should like to
enunciate the policy of the Party
resardine its newletter. LIBERTY, This
haE beei discussed in depth by the
Executive Board, and the consensus is
this: The newsletter. has a pg[tE&!,
the Massachusetts Libertarian Party. and
an editor, currently m€r The publisher
rras ffiETIi ima te say over what' may be
printed, but the day-to-day operations
of the newsletter are left to the
discret ion of the editor" He i s
required by the Executive Board to print
any announoements, articles, edicts or
other Dronouncements of the Board, In
additibn, he may be required not to
publish certain types of material, sueh
as articles or editorials which would
falselv indicate that somethinE was the
ool-icv" of the Partv when in fEct it was
hot, - Beyond this, however, the editor
has an absoluLe discretion over what
wi l I' a ppeZffii ll]iiE-plEar, i n t he
newsletter,' Ir admit that'it is rather
a sticky wieket when the editor of the
newsletter is also the chair, but I am
makinE an honest effort to keep the
functions separate, and to differehtiate
between my personal opinions, and my
statements ex eathedra. for which I
invoke the- Rei?iefr-' doctrine of
infallibility,J If the editor makes
enough people unhappy, for any reason,
he ean be rernoved by a majority vote of
the Executive Board. or uDon aDDroval.
by a majority of 'the merirbershib, of e

[David Long is the chairperson of the
MLP ahd' edits its newletter LIBERTY,
He is currently busy studying
st4ategies !o wai'd of f his impendin[
imFeachme nt, l

article itself makes c1ear, Kahian is in
favor of leeislation restrictinc some ofour most fundamental- rights, ineluding
freedom of speech and freEdom'to engage
in c ertai n fo rms of sexual b ehavi or ,
Moreover Kahian justifies his support of
suc.h laws on. lhe most grossly irrational
and superstitious -grountls (e,g,,
pornography is evil beeause it isttagainst the law of Godrt), That a
supposed llbertarian could urge anythlng
less than complete and emphatic
,repudiation of sueh a medieval mentality
is profoundlv disturbinA,' Libertbrianism, Mr, Drosdik, is
the philosophy whlch advocates compLete
freedom from alL forms of eoerclon,
social as well as economic (insofar asthese can even be distinguished) "Consequently the policy of the Party
shouLd be to withhold support from
anvone who is not at least essentiallv
ano on orlncrpi e eommr cueo-T6--TIE
impl eil-e ntETjffif, a1i such freedoms,
Clearly Kahian does not even come cl-ose
to satisfyine this criterion, To
support him-wo[Id indeed be to tf send
them a message in the State Houserr,
it would be a message not in support
freedom and . . enlightenment but
repression and ignorance.

Michael J, Gorr
Cambridge, Massaehusetts

Massachusetts LIBERTY is the
of the

newslett er

RoTHBARD? WELL, N0T QUITE"...
0n October 24 the Committee for Economic
Education had planned to present Murray
Rothbard leeturing on Austrian econom-
ies. Jack Waldron, Executive Direetor
of C,E.E", had hoped for a 'turnout of
100-200 persons' from the financial
community of. greater Boston" A mailing
announcing the event was sent out to
nearly 1 500 persons, including over 800
f inaneial execu t j-ve s, seve ral h undredprofessors of economics and finance atmajor Bay State uni-versities, and about
300 libertarians in this or€?o

Unfortunately, for reasons not entirely
clear, Dr. R6thbard cancelled his speakl
ing date about one week before he was
seheduled to appearr The decision was
made to cancel the event unless a
speaker coul- d be found ( now on very
short, notice) who discuss the curTEfrT
economic situation from the Austrian
s-tandpoint with authority and clarity.
We were lucky enough to get not one, but
!@,_-experts of the Austrian Sehool ,Dr" Wa1ter Block and Prof. Jay Bloomi
both.from New York"

(cont on page 7)

I am writing in order to register,
n the strongest posiible . terfrs ,... Ullomplete oppesition to Vincent Drosdik-s
uggestion- - [M"L. ll20f that the Liber-
arian Partv should supoort. even in aualified ftay, Leo Kahian,'the American
arty candidate for goverior, As the

i
c
St
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P

,A\

Leo Kahian
native" The

no
or

Well-. I certainlv have
taken some flak - from a
number of you lllth regard
to Mr, Dr6sdik's article
on Leo Kahian and the
American Party, Several
MLP members have expressed
a general concern about
the Partv seeming to
endorse Mi" , Ka hian , 

- and ,
to a lesser extent,
Richard Adair,

Let me say this about that'
First, I thank you for letting me

know that you are concerned, This Palty
can be only wlrat i-ts members make of it;
there is no ttinvisible handrr to lead fr€r
or any of the other activi-sts angng uP,
along- the trtrue pathrr ' We believe in
freedom and noncoercion' Most of us
also beLieve in rational self-interest'
But there Are areas in which weIl-
intentioned Tibertarians will disagree
(see. for examDle. the articJes on
dbortion elsewhei"e in this issue)'

Concerning Party policy^ Iggardingsuooort of non-LPers' ffiY Ieel:-ngs are
thb'Se: in general , the MLP shoul-d not
pfficially- support or endorse.g!ll-candida te- of any other Partie s'
However, this does not mean that we
cannot as individuals support or work
fo r c andidat es who of f er- An alt erna ti-ve
to ':he current coercive-altruist State'
I felt that Dick Adair represented such
an alternative, Vince Drosdik felt that

but
of
of FLASH! ! !

As this issue of LIBERTY
final results of most

gges to press,
LP eontests are

rbsolution to iernove the editor.
Let me finish with this thought:

as editor. I int,end to print a varietv
of opinion'in this newsletter, No valid
viewpoint will be intentionally
excluded, If you don't like what ib
being published, write a screami4g
lettEr tb the edifor, Or better stilll
write your own article, All I ask is
good english, good reasoning and good
wil- 1,

Massaehusetts Libertarian Party
95 Centre Street

Brookline, Massachusetts 02146

Editor: David E, Long

LIBERTY is send to MLP members without
E'E'arg% Individual membership dues for
one year are $6,00, Non-members may
subscribe at the rate of $3.50 per year'

' The of fieers of the Mass-achu-setts
Libertarian Party are:

David E, Long--' 2lz:oo5 o--- (Brooktine )
David Reardon

Needham)
Waldron

Grafton ),Fo. Jr ,
ralt River)

not inn The next issue of LIBERTY wi1l
eontain a coryplete wrapup and commentary
on the eleetibns in Ma-ssichusetts and on
LP raees around the nation.
Onq eally result: Dick Adair, Republican
ang self-proclaimed "l-aissez-faiie capi-talisttt, has apparentffionLbst
for state reiriesentaliT-from the 20th
Middlesex district to Fred Del1o Russo.Adair p.ut on a qupris ingly strong
showitrE , however, cornine from" tirtuaIIV
nowhere, wibh alrirost, no organtzation antlIit,tle rironey, to receive Sbout 407/ of
the vote,.

Ihp only other campaigns of muchinterest in Massaehusetts were the
third-party attempts by the Amerlcan
Party and Socialist WorkE:rs" Amazinelv.
Kahian (AP) porled about 12tr of -the
vote! Hls slogan: tf send thern a messagett.
He did. The Ameriean Party is now a
permanent baIlot party in Massachusetts.
Gurewitz and the Soclalist Workers faredIess well t gdrnering about one and
one-haIf percent of the talIy"
More on this and other campaigns in thenext LIBERTY.

repr esented such an alter-
r the

has nto
e

ese some o you ave
en t ac articles in- recent

issues of LIBERTY have discussed the
merits of various non-libertarlan
candidates as official endorsement pa
! r,e p a i tv, i D s piTe-6FErreTffiEFa't-tEE

--,e?flCIes were signed by individuals and
clearlv labeled as beinE the opinlon of
that individual. then-vou aFEGTInine
the terms trsupportft anil Itendorsernentr
differently from my interpretation of
those words,

Chair:

Vice-Chair:

Histori-an:
Treasurer: Walter J, Zio

672-5ttll

444- 1 9 06
John K, (Jack

839-5594

(

I
b
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Page 4 THE LIBERTARIAN CASE AGAINST ABORTION

by Vincent A' Drosdik' III

Page 5

raduate
ty of

0n 0etober 20, Ayn Rand gave her
annual talk af Ford HaI1 Forum, The
title this vear was rrEeaLitarianism and
Inflatiotrtt , 

- 
and , ir Ef fect, t he speech

contained two separate parts, one
dealing with each of these two topics,

Rand attacked egalitarianism in
the first 20 minutes of the ta1k"
Although the philosophical points were
o1d hat fo anyone even remotely familiar
wi th 0b'iecivl- sm. what made this part
interesting waS her ability to eomb up
wi th rf horror f ilefr ma ter ial , She q uo t ed
extensively from a review, which
appeared in the New York Times Review of
Books, by Bennett M, Burger of a book by
Herbert Gans, a revlew which openly
advocated egalitarianism canried to its
logical extreme, She also cited a WaIl
StFeet Journal article which described
the destruction -of the Chilean eeonomy
under Allende's attempt,s to impose
egali tarianism,

In diseussing inflation, Rand
brought forth. . no . ngw philgsophical or
economie insighfs, but she treated the
audienee to a sparkling display of her
skill as a writer, Usihg irirag6ry and
analogy in magterful fashion, she
redue ed inflati-on's eauses and effect s
to terms that even an economic
iIIi ter at,e c oul d unders tand,

Using scenari-os ranging from an
lndividual on an island to a sma1l
community of farmers and tradesmen, Rand
showed how time, saviogsr money and
credit rel-ate to producLion, Her
central themes: 1) just as a farmer muqt
save his stock se6d for next Year'splanting, an industrial economy's ?uture
produetion requires investment capital
generated from savi- ngs ; 2) money is
worthless unless there are goods and
producers to back it up; 3) crediL must
be based on the future productivity of
the
commun
t eIli n
and in
thos e
ccnsta
e ,:eh
mc) f e'

b
i

She was asked to comment on
,on's busing situation, She.replied

the government shouldn-t ryno1s, n6r dispose of children's
ation against the wishes of the
ntsr .

One questioner noted that the
omics of the world are
rdependent, and asked whether
rnational institutions might be the
to get out of trouble, Rand replied
the interdependence is based oh the

nite credit bhain the outlined in
speech, so internationalism would
make thlngs worse, The credit

n must be broken,

The libertarian holds true the
validity, the existence, of the rlghts
of man to Iife, liberty and property'
Rather than being an artifigial ideology
seeking to change man s nature,
libertarianlsm is a philosophy that is
in accord wi th the real nature of man --a being acting individually but in a
social environment, egolstic and yet
enjoying social intercouPser The
ult,imate right is thaf to life itself ,though it- is restrieted and even
impo5sible without the rights to liberty
and property,- this belief in life. libertv and
property is an outgrowth'of thinking in
tfre' Enlieh tenme nt , 5nd , in part 

' can- be
traeed back centuries to Thomas Aquinas
and Aristotle,' It is Lhe philosophy of

'patural law,'
The question aL hand is whether

abortion, feticide, 1s moral, and
whether it is the duty of the State to
prohibit abortions' - I cannot promise
lny major discovery or any new theory
hei'e i,o sway thobe who already believe
firmlv in the riEht of the mother or
parents to kill Ifre fetus (or 1'lqrminatetne pregnancytt, a phrase that hides the
nature -of the-act), The many arguments
defending this supposed right are well
Icr own , sE I w111 irbt r epeaE them h ere ''The criterion of viability outside
the womb cannot be used as an argument
for abortion. as a newborn babe
obvi ou slv c annot survive on i ts o!{n
either ( iernember Romul-u s and Remus? ) 'Further r scienee is advanqing to the
point where it may be possible to breed
babies 1n test tubes,

Let me refer to natural law once
aEain, This includes not onlY man's
riEht to life. Iibertv and proDerty, but
thE entire order of - exi stenc'e' MAn is
conceived, born, 1ives, dies' It is the
naLure of thines. not our wishes. that
governs exi-steilce, Just as therliberalstr have tried to repeal the
economic law of supply and demand -- and
have failed man cannot rePeal the
nature of life and death' A fetus is as
much a hunan being as an adult, just as
coal is as much carbon as diamonds"

To kill the unborn babv flies in
the face of nature,- just as
homosexuality 1s contrary Lo the nature
of man as a creature of two sexes each
needing the other to ereate life, The
difference, as far as the State is
coneerned, is that homosexuality does
not necessariLv i-nvolve coercion. while
abortion does (aeainst the baby), 0f
course. I eannot answer the anarehists
in this matter, for there would be no
State to enforce any natural law or
defend natural rights"- [cf' artigle by
Wa1ter Ziobro in this issue' -Ed,l

Another approach to the question

of the right of the fetus to life is
that of eontract, As Dr, John Grady
wr ites in his excel-Ient bookl et,ttAbortion, Ye s or Nott ( Ame rican 0pinion
reprint, $O'50), ttlf the mother
exercisbs the orivilese of sexual
intercourse when'there is a possibility
pregnancy will oecur, then she must
likewise- accept the responsibility for
any pregnancy i*fr:.cfr may ensue from it.tr
Thb f ather , likewi-se, must accePt
responsibility for suppoiting thg c_hild"
The- child cahnot be tlenied its life for
the sake of convenience" (This holds
true especially today wi th ready
availability of" a widb variety of
contraception-preventing methods,) This
criterion of convenienee has frightening
lesal eonseouences. some of which we saw
in"Hit1er's 'Germany and today in the
Communist world (and, I might add, in
economics in our own eountry),

Finally, I might appeal to your
non-rational--' rrinstinetstt,- SimpIy look
at the gruesome photographs of aborted
feluses in the wldely available book,
Handbook on Abortion, and ask yourself,
fS-iETErtErf

If we eonclude that abortion is
murder. and that the State has ajustified existence to defend natural
rights, then abortion should be illega1
except to defend the very life of the
mo ther.

[Mr, Drosdik is a contributing editor
to Southern Libertarian Review and

COMMENTARY: RAND AT FORD HALL

by Stefan Klein

Bost
that
scho
edue
pare

econ
inte
inte
way
that
infi
her
onI
ehav

1

There are certain questions which
Hand h as answe red a hundred t i-me s, bu t
every year people ask them again, Could
she comment on her solit with Branden?ttl've written about it; look it uP,tt
Could she discuss her next book? rrI
haven't begun to write it yet,fr What is
Lhe movie status of Atlas Shrueeed?
tt l t 's sa fely i n my pos seffi. tt-

My favorlte moment was when Rand
was asked that tired old chestnut, rrWhat
would you do, with welfare reclpignts?rr
Her ahswer:- nf don't think thby're my
property to dispose of.fr

One questioner hit a blind spot
when he asked what Rand thought was tne
reason that American universities are so
collectivi st. Her answe r: frlmmanuel
Kanttf , Surely the answer is lqore com-
plex than that; one man didn't single-
handedly mold the philosophy departments
of a thousand universities,

And, of course, the annual denun-
eiation of the Libert4rian Party" Jhist,irne, she was a little more bpecific
than' usual about her reasons, which
ranged from the utterly ridiculous to
the mildlv plausibl-e, She claimed that
since it ib i*possible to edueate people
by means of a political eampaign, the LP
must merely be seeking publieity, She
may be right about political cam- paigns
(I" have sdme doubfs'myself, which is why
I'm not very active in the LP), but she
haq no basis at all for questioning the
LP's intentions. Shd accuseii the
Libertarian Party of denouncing her
while stealing hef ideas wlthout giving
her credit. I don't know who denounced
whom first. but Hosoers' Libertarianism
roocnotes nano's oooks morffi
I'm about to cgunt, F j.naIly , she
claimed that the LP's leadership has no
consistent philo- soohical outlook. and
therefore dbesn't ttefend capitSlism
consis tently or we l-L Herg she has
something of a point; you don-t have to
be a Randian purist to gbject to the
activities of some state LP s, A ease
in polnt: New Hampshire LP, for

( eont r orl page 5 )

will soon be resuming under
studies at the Univers
Vi rgi nia, l

s
1

orrower or it can bankrupt a
tv, She scored a oarticularlv" point when she likbned federal
ernati-onal financial praetices to
of fhe man who tries to live by
tly borrowing money,. by paylng
oan as ].t comes oue 0y Dorrowlng

g
t,

n
I

The question pe
dealt wi th a wide rang
Beethoven (RanO doesn'f

suaI,
r rom

SCNSC
of life) to abortion (she anphatically
denied that anrrunformed collect,ion of
cellsrr eoul-d have a right to life), As
is also usual, Rand's answers were
excellent when she took the trouble to'
think them out, but fair-to-poor when
they involved her pet.hangups,

Rand was asked (for the umpLeenth
time ) to explain her objections to the
John Birch Societv, She reolied that
they don't defend capltalism; they
merely oppose eommunism,

riod.
e of't
I ike

asu
opics,
his

RAND (cont,)

irrsLan ce, recently attempted to merge
with the American Party and was nearly
swaLlowed by it,

IMr, KIein is Vice-Chairperson of IFRS
and a long-t ime ML P member, He
contributes to numerous libertarian
publications, including UNBOUND! and
Cosi tation s, ]



Sex, procreation and abortion are
emotionaliy- Ioaded subjects; to^discuss
ifrem ob ie6tive Iv take 5 an e f fort of
witt, In addition, the act of creating
a new life is unique and awe-inspiring;
it is different -in kind frorn any other
huma n activi tv' -Tt-TS' di fficult to
analvze orocr6ation (and sueh related
sub j6cts 'as birth control, abortion -andehildren) in the same way -we analyze
other ibsues' Certainly - few other
topies raise such intehse and basic
cohflict among libertari-ans' This alone
indieates a need for some new and
careful thinking'

Mos t PeoPI e who argue- that
abortion is m6raily hll'ong do. so from lhe
premise that a f etirs is a human be:-ng
ind. hence. abortion is a form of
murder. Though I will touch on the
ouestion of -whether a fetus is human
Iater on, I nant to begin by offering an
argument'for the righi-to abort which is
vafid even if you think a fetus is a
ful1 human being,'- lmasine vdurself in this situation
Inote 1l: yiru have been liY+ne as
iesponsibly a-s you can, violating^ no
one"s rights you are the Perfeet
}i berta riEn , Bu t slrddenly you wake u p
one morning to find yourself hooked. up
with tubes donnecting your blood . system
to a person you've never me! before.
This oeison exblains that helshe has
deficiencies of the digestive,
eirculatory, respiratory and excretory
systems, bnO -nbeds tb be attached to
ahother'Derson's blood stream in order
[o survite, In oLher words, this person
is a parasite-and ean live no other way

airO you're the host' If You
disconneet- yourself , she,/he wil! die'
to- you have the rlght to do this? I s?I
YES,-most definituly yes' No person s
need. no matter h6w-great' ean exert a
;i;i;l eriim"-on-vouF-riTe, ' Arthough it
cer[iin1v might be a.kind, humane act
for vou to reilain hooked uPr you have no
moral- responsibility to-ito so' I-beiieve 

most people would agree with me

here,
This example bears great

similaritv to thb situation in which
many womeh find themselves' A woman P?{frlv6 been acting in a mgs.t- responsible
minner (i'e', using a .highly reLiable
niitrr 'control m6thod) and yet find
herself, suddenly and against her wiIl,
inhabited bv - another human being
(granting for- the present that a fetus
iE a htmln being) i"rrrich freeds the use of
ner-UqOy for itE.survi-vaT1f-But need is
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Note 1: Credit for this analogy should
be given to Judith Jarvis Thompson.' See
her-artiele ttA Defense of Abortionfr, iD

tF**L"e$#r l* Pub lie Arrairs ' vol 'r ; tt1

THOUGHTS ON ABORTION, BIRTH CONTROL, CHILDREN & CHOICE

by Sylvia A' Sanders

not d sufficient claim upon a person's
li fe,

Morality makes sense onlY in the
context of choiee' One cannot be
r es Donsible for:-ETEuat ion in which on
has'had no choice, oo control' The
strongest form of this argume!t' ?PPIiedto abortion and children, 1s this: no
woman ( or man, or eouple) is obligated
to anv fetus or child she may conceive
or beai" unless and until she makes a
choice to accept that qbligation' This
means that one - would b-e iustified in
giving birth to a baby and then letting
it die (for example, in a case where an
abortion would - be- more dangerous than
Eivine birth), In other words, a fetus
(or eVen a child that has been'born) has
no automatic rieht to be cared -Tor and
supported by,itE parent(s)' 0n1y if the
pai"ent(s) mlke a ilecision to do so are
thev morally bound to support the child"" It eolr1d be argued- that pregnaney
i s alway s ( except i.n the case . of rape )
the result of a conseious decision
the decision to have sexual intercourse'
The only absolutely certaln way to avoid
pregnancy is - to avold sexuql
intErcouise, or to have one's
reproductive organs removed or altered,
All other method5 of birth eontrol have
a failure rate: some miniscule, others
ouite Iarge, (It is little comfort to
linow th5t you are the ltone in a
thousandtt who- became pregnan t on a
tf n earlv 1001, e f fectiveit method, ) Thus
anvone'who dboends on standard methods
of" birth coirtrol does so (or should do
so) with the understanding that
pregnaney mieht still resul-t (iuit as an
tinfSrsee"aUTffiehanical failure in one' s
ear could cause an aceident)' For me,
however, the key remains the ehoice to
have and support a babY'

Let's now look at the question of
whether a fetus is a human being' Is
the essence of hurnaness two-leggednesst
or a certain level of intelligencer or a
certain appearance? To the best of .my
hrowledee,^ no one has yet come up with
an airtlght definition of what it is to
be hurnai, For me the word lthumanrr
cennotes a capacity for awareness that
surpasses that in other organi-sms -- enawareness of oneseLf and one s
surroundings profound enough to a11ow
and indeed require -- eonsclous
ciecisions rega?tiEflone's actiorlso To
be human is t6 be a-choosing (and hence
moral or immoral) being, Beings wh9 are
not eaoable of such choiees 1r€o 1

olants. animals, fetuses, small ehildren
.rnd mehtally defeetive people ---?Ie.not
;]urnErn. and- as such. arb nbt enLitled to
ihe same rights as human beings' . What
they are entitled Lg is a stickY
',iueitioffiut-one I-shan't go into here'

The argument that a fetus has thettpotential to be a hurnan beingrr and is
therefore entitled to be treated as a
human being, seems awful-Ir-Fe-ffi After
all, a sperm and an egg sitting in
separate eulture dishes have the
potential to be a human being also; all
that is needed is for them to be
combined and then grown in a suitable
environment, In fact, ?Dy random ceIl
in. your body has the potential to be a
human being, given the proper treatment
in a biological laboratory, But are you
commltting murder when you eut yoursblf
and kilI some eells? 0f course not!

Those who argue that a fetus is a
human have, I think, a diffieult time in
drawing the line, If a fetus is a
human, why not an embryo? lrlhy not ajust-fertilized egg? lnd if ajust-fertilized egg is a human being,
what about birth control- methods (such
as the intra-uterlne devlce) whieh work
by preventing the implantation or proper
gi'owth of e fertilized egg? Certaihly
these must be- as bad as abortion!

[Ms, Sanders is a longtjme MLP member
and activist for women's rights, She
reeently moved from Massachusetts and
now is living in Bellingham, Washing-
ton,]

SOME THOUGHTS ON ABORTION
AND THE PROTECTION OF THE LAW

by Walter Ziobro, Jr,
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Primary in the purely legal
argument on abortion is iltiethl:r or-totthe fetus should be eonsidered a 1egalperson, Since it is possible that Ie[alactions can conceivably be taken onbehalf of the fetus. or i:ven aEainst it.
sueh as establishing a trusE in it3
Itamg , 9r suing in i ts name r or even
having its trust sued, the sLate cannotdeny the legaI personhood of the fetus,Note: this does hot mean that fetusesare rational bffngs: corporati_ons are
ex?qrp1e_s of 1ega1 persons that are notrational being5 in- and of thernselves,

Howdver, although the state maynot be able to deny the fetuspersonhood, it does not follow
immediately that the state must grant to
i! ftg proteetion, This touch6s uponthe larger question of whether or irot
the. state may deny or qualify the equalprotection of its-laws'to sofreone witfr:.nits jurisdiction,, The Fourteenth
Amendment ,prohibits this in the U"S,1but I shall- touch upon some of theabstract principles UbninO this for the
sake of elarification,

(noTHBARD; cont")

The speakers outlined the causes ofinflaticl, and discussed the effeets ofvarious at,te-mpts by the government torrfine-tunerl. Lhe 6conomyr- showing that
?ny sgcli. attempts must uifmately "fail.
A spirited discussion period iollowedthe lectures. The atLendance was
Qiqappointing, but those who did comefelt. they had spent a very worthwhile
even]-ng r

In a state, such as the U,S,, in
which seeession is suppressed, 6qualprotection must be ma iirtained or 'the
social contraet is .broken; if the social'
contract is broken then rbbellion is the
g41y recourse to the aggrieved citizens,
If -seees sion were permi tted. then anv
state coul d deny or quall fy i t"sprotection of anyonb; this would be so
beeause aggrieved citizens could alrrrays
seceed and form a state of their own if
they thought the protection of the
former state insuffieient,

How does this re'late to abortion?Granting the preceeding argument thatthe fetus ean be eonsideredl a lega1
person, i! must, ir-r a state in whieh
secession is supressed, be granted theful1 protect ioh of t,fre Iail , oLherwi seits parents, or trustees, would have no
legal recourse in its behal.f, In a
state in whieh secession were per"mitted,
the fetus would be denied 'the fullprotection of law by any one state,
because the parents woul-d be free to
choose a state that recognized it,

What does this mean to a womancontemplating abortion? If she lives ina s tate in whieh seeession i_s
suppressed, sueh as the U.S, , she has no
choice but to place herself outside theprotection of the state, i,,€,1 sueh as
an abortion on the high seas on anunregistered ship. If-she does so sherisks being victimized in a crime from
whieh she could have no recourseo Thismust be so in order that the protecti-onof the law not be deprived- from-thefetuses of those parent,s who- wantprotection for lt, if such a woman is acitizen 'of a state whieh permi tiseceFsion, then her aetion will'dependon hrhether or not her state has chbsen
!o grant the fetus its protection, -if
it. has, she must seceed ^and beeome aelElzen of a state which has not if shewi shes an abortion wi tfrorit --iis-t- - toherself, If no state of which she knowsdenies the fetus protection, she -must
risk putting h-erself ori tside theproteetion of all states if she wants anabortion,

[-Waf t ef Ziobro is Treasurer of theMassachusetts Libertarian -Par[v. -Ha
has written a number of pobition
papers currently held by the MLp,l
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