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B Hardy Macia, elected to the
Grand Isle Selectboard and as

Weigher of the Coal in Vermont.

Twelve Libertarians win in

t least 12 Libertarians were

elected or re-elected in

local elections around the

USA in March, giving the
Libertarian Party new officehold-
ers on school boards, budget
committees, and Water Boards —
and even one “Weigher of the
Coal.”

In all, four Libertarians were
elected and two were re-elected
in New Hampshire; three LP
members won office in Oregon;
and individual Libertarians were

The Party of Principle

M Rosalie Babiarz in New
Hampshire won re-election as
Grafton Town Auditor.

‘M Richard Burke, a 59.1%
winner in his race for Water
District Board in Oregon.

B Gene Donahue was a Marl-
borough Budget Committee
winner in New Hampshire.

B Steve Bacon in New Hamp-
shire cruised to victory on the
Greenland Budget Committee.

lections

elected in Minnesota, Vermont,
and Massachusetts.

The races — most held on
March 9 — were all non-partisan.

“Victory by victory, Libertar-
ians are making their presence
felt in local elections around the
country,” said Ron Cricken-
berger, LP Political Director.
“These victories demonstrate
that not only are more Libertar-
ians running for office, more of
them are doing what it takes to
actually get elected. That’s good

DefendYourPrivacy.com
(Phase ll) gets launched

Anti-Know Your Customer campaign retooled
to support bills to squash bank-spy regulation

he Libertarian Party has

launched Phase II of its

campaign to kill the Know

Your Customer regulation,
and has retooled its Defend-
YourPrivacy.com website to sup-
port two bills that would perma-
nently eliminate the controver-
sial bank spying rule,

“We’ve won Round One,”
said LP National Director Steve
Dasbach, who is coordinating
the anti-Know Your Customer
(KYC) effort. “But the Know Your

Customer battle isn’t over yet —
so we need to keep the pressure
on until this anti-privacy mea-
sure is dead and buried.”

Lobbying mode
To accomplish that goal, the
DefendYourPrivacy.com site has
shifted into lobbying mode to
support HR 516 and HR 518, two
bills filed by Congressman Ron
Paul (R-TX). The bills would pro-
hibit any federal agency from
See KNOW YOUR CUSTOMER Page 2

news for the Libertarian Party.”

In Oregon, Richard Burke
cruised to victory in his race for
Tualatin Valley Water District
Board of Commissioners (Posi-
tion 4). He won 59.1% of the
vote in the two-way race, defeat-
ing an incumbent.

Set policy

In his new position, Burke
will help set policy for the agency
supplying water to 150,000
people in eastern Washington
County.

“Now that [ am elected, I will
work to ensure a plentiful and
high-quality water supply
through privatization and other
libertarian means,” he said.

In the same county, the King
family scored two perfect victo-
ries in the Beaverton School Dis-
trict: Beth King won 100% of the
vote in an unopposed race for
Aloha High School Local School
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Committee (Position 2), and her
husband Robert King, also unop-
posed, won 100% of the vote for
Beaver Acres High School Local
School Committee (Position 1).
“As chair of the LP of Wash-
ington County (LPWC), let me
take a second to crow for my
county party,” said Burke. “In
municipal elections, candidates
from the LPWC are at seven
wins, one loss since our resurrec-
tion in the summer of 1993.”
Oregon LP State Chair Bruce

NEWS ANALYSIS

Alexander Knight said the state
party “didn’t win as many [races]
as we hoped, but about as many
as we expected” — and acknowl-
edged that he was “pleasantly
surprised” at Burke’s upset win
over an incumbent.

“Richard ran a very active
race for Governor in ‘98, getting
good press all over Oregon, and
I'm sure his name familiarity
helped him win the non-partisan
position,” he said.

See LIBERTARIANS WIN Page 12

The Boomerang Effect

Why many government programs produce
the exact opposite of their intended results

By Bill Winter
LP News Editor

n 1990, Congress passed a law

designed to increase unem-
ployment among disabled
people.

In 1964, Congress passed a
law designating white men as an
“oppressed minority” who
qualify for preferential govern-
ment contracts.

And in 1992, Congress
passed a law to persuade more
illegal immigrants to stay in the
United States, instead of return-
ing to Mexico.

Never heard of those laws?

Sure you did: The law that
forced disabled people into the
unemployment lines was the
American With Disabilities Act
— a law which was supposed to
make it easier for handicapped
Americans to find work.

The law that made white
men an “oppressed minority”
was the Civil Rights Act of 1964
— which, we were told, would
protect black Americans from dis-
crimination.

And the law that increased
illegal immigration was the

See BOOMERANG EFFECT Page 10
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Libertarian makes waves in South Africa

long-time LP activist has “stirred up a hornet’s nest in
South Africa” with the publication of Die, the Beloved

Country?, which outlines the authoritarian measures taken
by Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress government.

“I really touched a nerve among many South Africans who
are horrified at how badly the ANC has behaved in power,”
said Jim Peron, who is perhaps best known as the co-author of
Liberty Reclaimed with 1984 LP vice-presidential candidate Jim
Lewis. “The book is attracting readers who are not libertarians,
but who are being exposed to libertarian ideas for the first time.”

In a country where a print run of 2,000 is considered a best-
seller, the book has an initial print run of 5,000, he noted.

Die, the Beloved Country? reveals how the ANC has pursued
a consistent policy of “waging war on civil society,” said Peron.

“In recent years, the government has taken control of all
sports — pushing racial quotas and dismissing merit,” he said.
“They have forbidden the building of private hospitals while
importing ‘experts’ from Cuba to run the health care system.
They have conscripted doctors and are now talking about con-
scripting all students. [And] they are using government agen-
cies to harass the media for publishing critical articles.”

Peron said his new book grew out of an article he wrote, at
the suggestion of Barbara Branden, for Liberty magazine.

Ayn Rand film makes Sundance debut

he long-awaited film version of The Pas-

sion of Ayn Rand has been released, and

had its world premier at the Sundance
Film Festival in Utah in January 1999.

The debut of the movie, which is based
on. Barbara Branden’s biography of Objec-
tivist novelist Ayn Rand, was a “gala event”
that sold out two performances at the 1,800-
seat theater, reported the Freedom Network
News, which is published by the Interna-
tional Society for Individual Liberty.

The film, which had been originally
scheduled to be broadcast on the Showtime cable network, “so
impressed company executives that cable broadcasts were post-
poned to make way for entry in the prestigious film festival,”
the newsletter wrote.

Starring Helen Mirren as Rand, Peter Fonda (as Frank
O’Connor), Eric Stolz (as Nathaniel Branden), and Julie Delpy
(as Barbara Branden), the film was an accurate portrayal of Rand’s
life and philosophy, said Barbara Branden afterwards.

“No one is going to walk out of the theater after seeing this
movie and not know what Ayn Rand stands for,” she said.

According to the Freedom Network News, the American broad-
cast debut of The Passion of Ayn Rand was scheduled for March.

Cable access TV shows are now available

Nevada Libertarian is making available a series of 19 cable
access television programs, which cover political issues
ranging from the history of the Bill of Rights to public edu-
cation, and industrial hemp to “Things That Make You Mad.”

The show, entitled Liberty and Justice For All, has been broad-
cast by the LP of Washoe County, Nevada for the last 18 months
“with excellent viewer response,” said LP member Dennis
Grover, who hosts the show.

Each show is 59 minutes, with “color bars and one-minute
delays making them ready for broadcasting,” he said.

“No claim is made in regards to professional talent or pro-
duction, however, they are not totally amateur and the infor-
mation presented is valuable and effective in our efforts to edu-
cate the masses,” said Glover. “There is no copyright and people
are encouraged to copy and distribute at will.”

Cost: §12 for a single show; $30 for three, $45 for five, and
$8 each for 10 or more shows. (Shipping included.) For a list of
shows, or to order, write: Knowfree LLC, 2790 Wrondel Way
#41, Reno, Nevada 89502 . E-Mail: knowfree@accutek.com.

B Ayn Rand: Film
bio is released

LP launches Phase
10 stop KII(IW You

Continued from Page 1
implementing any kind of KYC
regulation, and would “sunset”
the federal banking laws that
gave the federal government the
power to propose such rules.

This new lobbying campaign
is necessary, said Dasbach, be-
cause even though the KYC regu-
lation has been withdrawn, most
banks are still being pressured to
implement it as a “policy” — and
there is strong evidence that
even the regulation itself may be
reintroduced.

“Just because the public is
overwhelmingly against this pro-
posal, we can’t assume that fed-
eral bureaucrats won't try to
sneak it through the back door,”
said Dasbach. “All the evidence
suggests that KYC is down, but
not out.”

On March 23, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation
formally withdrew the KYC regu-
lation after receiving 253,000
public comments against it.
About 171,000 of those com-
ments — 67% of the total — were
generated by the LP’s Defend-
YourPrivacy.com website.

At the time, the FDIC said
that “an unprecedented number
of comments” made them decide
to withdraw the proposal.

Widespread praise

Following that announce-
ment, the Libertarian Party won
widespread praise for its role in
the battle against KYC.

The New York Times’ online
edition noted, “The e-mail and
the traffic to the FDIC’s Web site
was driven through reports on
the issue in traditional media
and through an online advocacy
campaign sponsored by the Lib-
ertarian Party.” (March 24, 1999)

And the Indianapolis Star
wrote: “Much of the credit must

go to the Libertarians. Of some

253,000 e-mail messages, letters,
and faxes to the FDIC, more than
170,000 were . . . generated by
the party’s DefendYourPrivacy-
.com Website.” (March 22, 1999)

However, even as the pres-
sure against Know Your Cus-
tomer was mounting — and it
became clear that the FDIC
would backpedal on the regula-
tion — hints were already being
dropped that some kind of KYC
policy would be forced on banks.

For example, a study by the
American Bankers Association
revealed that over 88% of U.S.
banks already had some kind of
Know Your Customer policy in
place.

Even more telling, a federal
regulator made a candid confes-

B LP Press Secretary George
Getz gives a report on the
Libertarian Party’s efforts to
fight Know Your Customer at
an anti-KYC alliance meeting
on March 7. The event—which

was also attended by the
ACLU, Congressman Ron Paul
staffers, and the Community
Bankers Association — was
sponsored by the Free Con-
gress Foundation, and held at
their office in Washington DC.

sion at a banking conference that
a new Know Your Customer
regulation might be back within
six months.

At the Mid-Atlantic Compli-
ance Conference on March 18-
19, Federal Reserve System Assis-
tant Director Richard A. Small
said, “Is Know Your Customer
dead? No, I don’t think it is dead.
I would like to develop some
broad-based guidance, [but] no
one is going to let me talk about
it for six months.”

A “marketing” issue

Any new KYC regulation
would be promoted as “en-
hanced guidance for reporting
suspicious activity,” he said, be-
cause the failure of the first KYC
was “a marketing issue.”

For all those reasons, Das-
bach said the Libertarian Party
cannot end its anti-KYC cam-

Il of campaign
I Gustomer rule

paign — but must shift into leg-
islative lobbying mode.

That’s why, he said, in mid-
April, the DefendYourPrivacy-
.com website was restructured to
lobby for HR 516 and HR 518.

B HR 516 (“The Know Your
Customer Sunset Act”) would
prohibit the FDIC, Federal Re-
serve, and other agencies from
implementing any Know Your
Customer regulation.

B HR 518 (“The Bank Se-
crecy Sunset Act”) would scrap
the Nixon-era Bank Secrecy Act,
which provides the regulatory
excuse to monitor individuals’
banking habits. The bill would
require Congress to either rewrite
the law, or devolve regulatory
power to the states.

“Our previous campaign
against Know Your Customer
suppressed the symptoms — the
regulation itself,” said Dasbach.
“These two bills are a legislative
vaccination, and will help cure
the disease.”

Offers the text

The retooled DefendYour-
Privacy.com website offers the
text of the two bills, explains
their purpose, and allows people
to send e-mail lobbying messages
to their Representative in the
U.S. House and two Senators.

The first goal is to line up
more co-sponsors for HR 516 and
HR 518, said Dasbach.

As the Congressional session
continues, the party will focus on
lobbying members of the House
committees that will hear testi-
mony about the bills, and then
shift into lobbying the entire
House to pass the legislation.

But right now, the most ur-
gent need is for party members
to log onto the website and use
it to send messages to their Con-
gressional representatives, said
Dasbach.

“With your help, we can
make Phase II of our campaign
as successful as Phase I,” he said.

To visit the website, go to:
www.DefendYourPrivacy.com.
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wo California Libertarians

are taking an unorthodox

approach to building the
Libertarian Party: They’re using
their artistic skills to create car-
toon advertisements for the LP
and its candidates.

Their goal: To craft Libertar-
ian Party TV commercials that
“should have the whole country
talking like it was the latest Sat-
urday Night Live skit.”

Doug Scribner and Mark
Hilgenberg are the pair of self-
described “hip

word was once the best place for
spreading political thought, tele-
vision has become the new pro-
paganda machine.”

Their biggest success so far:
Writing and animating the
“South Park” advertisement for
the 1998 Steve Kubby for Gover-
nor campaign in California.

During the campaign, the ad
created enough of a buzz that it
was rebroadcast on the local
news in Fresno and Sacramento,
and on the Fox Cable News

Network'’s

Libertarian pro-
ducers” from
Orange County
who say they
want to bring
Libertarian ad-

MARK HILGENBERG:
“We have fun
framing the LP

NewsHour.

It won a
Pollie Award
from the Amer-
ican Associa-
tion of Political

vertising into Consultants
the 21st Cen- 1 for the best 60-
tufy —S usierrllg message n ﬁlnny’ szzoned ;e)i)liti-
computerized - 12/ cal TV ad of the
animation and Slmple tqrms’ 129:957: {29 018

a message that
appeals to young voters.

“We have fun framing the
Libertarian message in funny,
simple terms people will in-
stantly understand,” said
Hilgenberg. “Just as the written

election cycle.
The commercial was a chal-
lenge for Scribner and Hil-
genberg because they had to take
“on the task of learning a new
computer animation program to
create” it, said Scribner. -
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| Two Libertarians' ‘animated’ work for liberty

B The Pollie Award-winning “South Park” spoof ad, featuring

1998 Libertarian Party gubernatorial candidate Steve Kubby
(center) in an animated debate with rivals Gray Davis
(Democrat) and Dan Lungren (Republican) in California.

The other big challenge:
“Coming up with the right mix
of humor and politics that could
be squeezed into a 60 second
commercial,” said Hilgenberg.
“We're Libertarians. We take 90
seconds just to clear our throats.”

The ad that emerged from
two months’ of work was a cut-
ting-edge spoof of Comedy

Central’s foul-mouthed, crudely

animated South Park characters.
The ad can be viewed at

www.Kubby.org.

After the success of that
commercial, the pair of produc-
ers-writers-directors are working
on another TV commercial that
“should have the whole country
talking,” promised Scribner.

“The ad is a blatant mock-
ery of the ‘This is your brain . . .
this is heroin’ ad by the Partner-
ship for a Drug Free America,”
said Scribner. “The one where the
Gen-X girl smashes the kitchen
to pieces.”

However, their version
mocks not just the drug war, but
the whole government-by-force
system, he said.

The team is currently work-
ing to raise the $5,000 to $6,000
needed to produce the ad, which
they plan to shoot on film.

Make it a reality

“We have the script written,
the production team in place,
and now all we need is the
money to help make this a real-
ity,” said Scribner. “It will then
be made available across the
country at a reasonable rate.”

To help fund the production
of the commercial, send dona-
tions to: 321 Avocado #P, Costa
Mesa, CA 92967. Checks should
be made out to “LRS.”

Or, contact Scribner at:
dougscribner@worldnet.att.net.
Contact Hilgenberg at:
hilgi@msn.com.

Fred Gollins on the job:
Fortune-tellers & taxis

Outnumbered six to one, he’s still made progress

hen Fred Collins was
elected to the Berkley
City Council in Michi-
gan, he never suspected his first
big political struggles would be
over fortune-tellers and taxi cabs.

But that’s exactly what hap-
pened — and Collins’ persever-
ance on those issues resulted in
his two biggest accomplishments
in office so far.

The result? “Little old ladies”
can now get taxis, and fortune-
tellers don’t have to fear going
to jail.

Collins, who won his seat in
November 1997, is the one Lib-
ertarian on the non-partisan
seven-member City Council —
which makes his success that
much sweeter, he said, even if
“each step takes longer than you
think it will.”

For example, his campaign
to repeal the city’s antiquated
taxi cab regulations took six
months, he noted.

The ordinance, in place since
1956, charged taxi cab owners
such high fees to operate in
Berkley “that the cab companies
were not willing to renew their

licenses, and it became a sad joke
because the cabs would drop you
off in Berkley and then refuse to
pick you back up,” he said.

As a result, the ordinance
“was hurting the people that it
was supposed to be protecting,
by restricting the market and
making it harder for people with-
out cars to get to and from their
daily activities” — especially “se-
nior citizens or people with some
sort of disability.”

The run around

For six months, Collins
urged his fellow Council mem-
bers to repeal the ordinance, but
“got the run around about ‘re-
pealing it is too drastic.” ”

So Collins crafted his “Little
Old Lady” plan.

“I contacted about five little
old ladies and asked them to
write me letters about how hard
it was to get around because they
couldn’t get a cab, and they had
no other way to get to the
stores,” he recounted. With
those letters, “I picked up two
votes on the Council that night.”

But that wasn’t enough, so he

M Berkley City Council mem-
ber Fred Collins, shown here
speaking at the 1998 Libertar-
ian National Convention.

waited for his next opportunity.
It came when “we were dis-
cussing the Chamber of
Commerce’s plan to provide cab
fare to people too drunk to drive
home during the holidays,” he
said. “And I said, ‘Not in Berkley
you won't, because you can’t get
a cab in Berkley." I picked up two
more Council votes that night.”
That pushed the pro-repeal
caucus up to five, so Collins had
his proposal put on the agenda

at the next meeting.
“There was an attempt by
one member to just rewrite the
See FRED COLLINS Page 17

The great ’
Is Dilhert a

s Dilbert a libertarian? Or,
more precisely, is Scott Adams,
the creator of the popular
Dilbert comic strip, a libertarian?

Yes, says Adams . . . sorta.

That “official” judgment
emerged after an innovative In-
ternet debate over whether the
Dilbert comic strip — which fo-
cuses on the tribulations of
Dilbert, a high-tech office worker
and his sardonic pet Dogbert —
is libertarian or liberal.

The cyber-dispute took place
in the Internet publication
SpinTech in March. Facing off
were Jeremy Lott (in the libertar-
ian corner) and Christopher
Burlingame (for the forces of lib-
eralism).

Ideological clues

Each attempted to argue that
ideological clues in the popular
comic strip — which appears
daily in over 1,900 newspapers
in 57 countries — and in Adams’
bestselling books like The Dilbert
Principle prove the cartoonist
supports their own philosophy.

The rules of the debate were
simple: Lott and Burlingame
each contributed an opening es-
say, were allowed to ask and re-

ot debate:
ihertarian?

JEREMY LOTT:
Dilbert creator
Scott Adams
“is a sneaky
little weasel.”

spond to three questions from
their opponent, and then sub-
mitted a closing summation.

Adams promised to declare
the winner, based on the persua-
siveness of their arguments.

Firing the first salvo, Lott
defined a libertarian as “someone
who believes in a free economy,
a minimal government, and free-
dom in general.” He goes on to
say that a libertarian “hates bu-
reaucracy, abhors central plan-
ning, thinks technological inno-
vations are valuable . . . and
doesn’t mind downsizing.”

Lott acknowledges that no
one had previously considered
Adams a libertarian because he
is “a sneaky little weasel. First, he

See DILBERT Page 15
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Libertarian TV commercial recognized

irst it was a Pollie Award; now it’s a coveted spot in Cam-
Fpaigns & Elections magazine.

Just two months after the Steve Kubby for Governor’s
“South Park” spoof was recognized by the American Associa-
tion of Political Consultants as the best 30-second campaign
TV ad of the year, the Libertarian Party’s “Promises” advertise-
ment was recognized by the “bible” of the campaign industry.

In its April 1999 issue, Campaigns & Elections featured the
LP’s advertisement in its “Media Mix” section, which high-
lighted just six of the thousands of political ads which aired
during the 1998 election.

Campaigns & Elections noted that the LP ad — a 30-second
spot produced by LP Political Director Ron Crickenberger —
was a “call for an unconventional alternative to the Democrats
and Republicans.” The ad ran on three national cable TV net-
works in November 1998: CNN, America’s Voice, and CNBC.

The advertisement focused on the broken promises of the
older parties, and stated: “So if you're tired of politicians more
interested in keeping their jobs than in keeping their promises,
make a change. This year, vote Libertarian.”

Crickenberger said the publicity in Campaigns & Elections
was one more sign that the LP is finally competing effectively
against the Republicans and Democrats.

“If we want to beat the big boys, we need to be as good at
politics as the big boys,” he said. “The fact that Campaigns &
Elections magazine has recognized our 30-second spot as an ef-
fective political ad is an important step in the right direction.”

Libertarian places second in onlme Illl“

t’s still 19 months until the 2000 presiden-
Itlal elections — but at least one potential-

Libertarian Party candidate has already
started showing up in online polls.

On March 10, Harry Browne placed sec-
ond on a presidential preference poll spon-
sored by WorldNetDaily.com. The unscientific
poll was open to candidates of all parties.

Browne, the LP’s 1996 presidential can- A
didate and possible candidate in 2000, got Harry Browne:
20.97% of the vote, finishing just behind Re- Places second.
publican Alan Keyes, who got 25.23%.

Rounding out the top 10: Pat Buchanan (16.14%); George
W. Bush (10.78%); Steve Forbes (5.90%) Elizabeth Dole (5.37%);
Howard Phillips (3.63%); Other (3.51%); Gary Bauer (2.85%);
and Dan Quayle (2.77%).

If Libertarians were heartened by their strong showing,
Democrats have reason to be worried: Al Gore, the self-pro-
claimed “creator of the Internet,” won only 0.41% of the vote.

Redner wins 25% in City Council race

P member Joe Redner won 25% of the vote in a race for
City Council in Tampa, Florida, but fell short in his bid to
unseat the District 3 incumbent.

In the non-partisan election held on March 2, Redner was
unable to overcome what reporters called the “taint” of his con-
troversial business — his ownership of several local strip clubs.

Redner ran on a platform of “life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness” — calling for an end of “Big Brother” govern-
ment regulation of “sex between consenting adults.”

On the other hand, his opponent Bob Buckhorn champi-
oned laws cracking down on prostitution, massage parlors, and
rave clubs. At the polls, opponents of Redner — many of them
“older ladies” — tore up his campaign cards, cursed at his sup-
porters, and attempted to “karate kick” one of his volunteers.

After the results were announced, Redner said he ran a poor
campaign against a more experience political pro.

“I really didn’t know what I was doing,” he acknowledged.
“Mr. Buckhorn is an accomplished campaigner who took ad-
vantage of my naivete. Next time — if there is a next time —
I'll do a little better.”

LP critiques U.S. government's
‘unprovoked' war in Yugoslavia

onsistent with its platform,

the Libertarian Party spoke

out forcefully against the
U.S.-led military strike on Yugo-
slavia in late March, arguing that
“this is not our war.”

In three press releases and a
dozen media interviews, spokes-
people for the
Libertarian
Party voiced
opposition to
the NATO
bombard-
ment, called
for immediate
U.S. military
withdrawal

from the re- David Bergland:

gion, and said “Not our war.”

the conflict

represented a potential Vietnam-
style morass for American troops,
while making the U.S. less safe.

In a statement released on
March 25, the party’s national
chairman, David Bergland said,
“No matter how tragic the civil
war in Yugoslavia is, the security
of the United States is not at
stake. We should not be involved
in this conflict.”

While acknowledging the
horror of the “ethnic cleansing”
against ethnic Albanians, Berg-
land said ending a foreign civil
war is no excuse for getting the
United States involved in an-
other distant conflict.

600 years

“The job of our military is to
protect the United States; not
play kingmaker or nation-builder
to the world,” he said. “There is
no legitimate reason why we
should be involved in military
operations in the Balkans — a
region notorious for bloody eth-
nic, religious, and territorial
squabbles for over 600 years.”

In addition, the military

" strike is dangerous because it

opens the floodgates to unlim-
ited foreign intervention by the
U.S. government, he said.

“The Clinton Administra-
tion is arguing that we have a
moral obligation to stop one par-
ticular group of foreigners from
killing another group of foreign-
ers. But that argument writes a
blank check on our military.”

For example, noted Berg-
land, Kosovo is just one of a
dozen internal conflicts raging
around the world.

“More than 37,000 Kurds
have been killed in Turkey over
the past decade in that civil war.
Russia just finished a bloody
military action against rebels in
Chechnya. More than 4,000

Libertarian groups speak out

he Libertarian Party was not the only libertarian

organization to speak out against the U.S, govern-

ment’s attack on Yugoslavia. Here are some other
statements by libertarian groups that oppose the war.

here are some occasions when one should not mince

words, and the spectacle of U.S.-led air strikes on

Serbia is one. Put bluntly, President Clinton’s assault
on Serbia is a flagrant, shameful act of aggression. U.S.
forces are attacking a country that has not attacked the

United States, a U.S. ally, or even a neighboring state. That
is the very definition of an aggressor.

War against Serbia is unwarranted on strategic, legal,
and moral grounds. Serbia is the fourth country Bill Clinton
has bombed in the past seven months. That record is one of
a trigger-happy administration that is creating an image of
America as the planetary bully. Decent Americans need to
make a stand when it has reached the point of a full-scale
war of aggression against a country that has done us no harm.

— TED GALEN CARPENTER, Vice President for Defense
& Foreign Policy Studies, Cato Institute

he overriding reason to oppose Mr. Clinton’s adven-

ture [in Kosovo] is that the United States was supposed

to be a republic. It has acted like an empire for most
of this century. By doing so, it has compromised its
constitutional system because an activist foreign policy is
inconsistent with strictly limited government, personal
liberty, and low taxes. We can have liberty or we can have
“global responsibilities.” We can’t have both.
— SHELDON RICHMAN, Future of Freedom Foundation

he total of this administration’s foreign policy is bombs.

It bombs Somalia. It bombs the Sudan and Afghanistan

It bombs Iraq. It bombs Bosnia. And now it bombs
Yugoslavia. Destruction is this administration’s lifeblood.

Perhaps it was inevitable that Clinton would join the
company of the warmongers, using his office to inflict
unrelenting violence in the power of government. He has
no qualms about using the state to muscle people, denying
their rights to liberty and property. He’s done that every
day since he took office, and favors doing ever more.

[At a time like this], how wonderful to hear the words
of James Madison: “Of all the enemies to liberty, war is, per-
haps, the most to be dreaded, because it comprises and dev-
elops the germ of every other. War is the parent of armies;
from these proceed debts and taxes; and armies, debts, and
taxes are the known instruments for bringing the many
under the domination of the few . . .
preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.”
— LLEWELLYN H. ROCKWELL, Ludwig von Mises Institute

No nation could

people have died in the last
month in the Sierra Leone civil
ar,” he said.

“Given the endless number
of conflicts, where do we stop?
Will the United States move into
an eternal war footing, fighting
a perpetual war for an increas-
ingly elusive peace?”

Reduced readiness
The attack on Yugoslavia
also reduced American military
readiness, he noted.
According to Pentagon offi-
cials, the air strikes have so de-
pleted the U.S. military arsenal

that the Air Force is planning to
borrow spare parts from units in
the U.S. to keep the jets flying in
Yugoslavia. -

“It is irresponsible to launch
an unnecessary war overseas
while degrading our ability to
defend the United States at
home,” said Bergland.

On the subject of foreign
policy, the LP Platform states:
“Any U.S. military policy should
have the objective of providing
security for the lives, liberty and
property of the American people
in the U.S. against the risk of at-
tack by a foreign power.”
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TALKINGPO

Bill Glinton's deadly arms deals &
Al Gore's lies about urhan sprawl

M Al Gore’s Internet

It’s a time-honored tradition
for presidential hopefuls to claim
credit for other people’s suc-
cesses. But Al Gore as the father
of the Internet?

That’s what the campaigner-

in-chief told CNN’s Wolf Blitzer ¢

during an interview [on March
9]. Blitzer asked Gore how he was
different than other presumptive
Democratic challengers, such as
Bill Bradley.

Replied Gore: “During my
service in the United States Con-
gress, I took the initiative in cre-
ating the Internet.”

Huh? Preliminary discus-
sions of how the ARPANET [the
forerunner to the Internet]
would be designed began in
1967, and a request for propos-
als went out the following year.
In 1969, the Defense Department
commissioned the ARPANET.

" Gore was 21 years old at the
time. It would be eight more
years before Gore would be
“elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Of course, politicians
weren’t completely unaware of
the Internet. According to one
account, when Senator Ted
Kennedy learned in 1968 that
Massachusetts-based BBN had
won the ARPA contract for an
“interface message processor,” he
sent a congratulatory telegram.
It thanked the upstanding folks
at BBN for their ecumenical spirit
in devising an “interfaith mes-
sage processor.”

— DECLAN MCCULLAGH
Wired News, March 11, 1999

M The real Y2K problem

David Duke wants to run for

“—Congress in the year 2000.

They’re calling this the GOP’s
Y2KKK problem.
— JAY LENO

Campaigns & Elections,

April 1999

M Sprawling lies

The basic problem with the
anti-sprawl crusade [by Vice
President Al Gore and others] is
its flawed statistical foundations.
Average commute times have re-
mained remarkably constant
over the past quarter century,
having declined from an average
of 22.0 minutes in 1969 to 20.7
minutes in 1995.
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THE NET FINANCIAL
benefit to this
country because
of firearms

ranges as high as
$38.8 billion.

[In fact,] U.S. automobile
commute times are faster than in
more [public] transit-dependent
Europe and Japan.

— WENDELL COX
Political Economy Research
Center’s PERC Reports,
March 1999

M It's the market, stupid

Adjusted for inflation, the
hourly wage has fallen neafly
15% since 1973. So what?

The only measure that
counts is what we can buy for the
time we spend working. A half-
gallon of milk cost 10 minutes
of labor in 1970; and only 7 min-
utes in 1997. A gallon of gaso-
line cost 11 minutes in 1950 and
now goes for less than half that.
A three-minute coast-to-coast
phone call cost an incredible 90
hours of work in 1910; today it
costs less than two minutes of
work time. Cars at first seem to
cost about the same as they did
in the 1970s. But they are now
far safer, pollute much less and
are loaded with standard good-

Any libertarian

stuffon TV
this week?

www.missliberty.com

ies like stereos that weren’t even
options in 1970.

If there’s something sad
about all this, it’s that so many
Americans are convinced these
improvements are the fruits of
reinvented government. As
Michael Cox and Richard Alm
observe in Myths of Rich and Poor:
It’s not government policy that
gave us drive-through service,
instant mail, [automatic] teller
machines, home shopping net-
works, air-conditioned offices,
and much, much more. It wasn’t
public decree that raised life ex-
pectancies by 30 years over the
past century, or shortened our
workweek by 20 hours.

Over the past 200 years,
we've progressed not by the grace
of government but by the
mechanism of the market.

— MICHAEL FUMENTO
Reason, April 1999

M Have gun, will sell
Republican prosecutors have
spent the better part of the past
year obsessively looking for a
smoking gun to hold against the
president. But they might have
dug up more dirt if they had
thought a little more literally:
Bill Clinton is, after all, the
world’s biggest arms dealer. From
1993 to 1997, the Pentagon sold
$70.6 billion in weapons to vir-
tually every nation on earth, in-
cluding governments that have
used them against their own
people, notably Indonesia,
Mexico, and Turkey.
— MOTHER JONES MAGAZINE
April 1999

M Abolish the Post Office?
Federal Express president
and CEO Frederick Smith jolted
everyone at a Congressional sub-
committee hearing on postal re-
form legislation when he sug-
gested Congress seriously con-
sider abolition of the USPS
[United States Postal Service]
because it “is inexorably losing
its status as a provider of last re-
sort. [Such] legislation would
permit the USPS to split its prod-
ucts and services into competi-
tive, operated by a private cor-
poration, and noncompetitive.”
Smith told the panel that the
USPS “must be confined to non-
competitive markets and dis-
mantled as these markets shrink.
Closing down the USPS . . . is an
option that ought to be consid-
ered seriously.”
— THE DIRECT NEWSLINE
March 8, 1999

M The battle against hate
The normally laid-back

beaches of Southern California
are becoming a hazardous place
following a series of “surf rage”
attacks. Most of the attacks have
been by angry local surfers who
fear they are being crowded out
in a fast-growing pastime that
attracts thousands of converts
every year.

[In response], lawmakers are
considering adding surf rage to
a list of federal hate crimes.

— JAMES LANGTON
London Daily Telegraph,
(England), March 9, 1999

H Medical benefits

A U.S.-commissioned report
released [recently] strongly
backed the medical use of mari-
juana, declaring that for some
people with serious diseases such
as AIDS it may be one of the most
effective treatments available.

The report by the Institute of
Medicine (IOM) was commis-
sioned by the Office of National
Drug Control Policy.

IOM investigators declared
that marijuana was not particu-
larly addictive and did not ap-
pear to be a “gateway” to the use
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of harder drugs such as heroin.

On almost every front the
independent medical review of
scientific research and patient
experience found “substantial
consensus” to indicate that, for
some people, the potential medi-
cal benefits of marijuana out-
weigh its risks.

Research over the last 16
years has [shown that marijuana]
can help to modulate pain, and
alleviate other symptoms of se-
rious illness such as anxiety, lack
of appetite, and nausea.

— REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
March 17, 1999

M Save lives, save money
While gun ban proponents
and several big cities continue to
push forward with their reckless
lawsuits against firearm manu-
facturers, distributors, and deal-
ers, a recent study by the Na-
tional Center for Policy Analysis
(NCPA) has exposed the suits as
being in conflict with their al-
leged goal — recovering the cost
to the cities due to the action of
criminals and negligent indi-
viduals’ misuse of firearms.
NCPA’s study indicates that
firearms in the hands of law-
abiding citizens save far more
money in preventing crime and
injuries than criminals cost the
cities through their misuse of
firearms. The net financial ben-
efit to this country because of
firearms, according to the study,
ranges as high as $38.8 billion,
easily dwarfing the medical and
law-enforcement costs incurred
because of the actions of armed
criminals. A copy of this study
can be found on the Internet at
WWW.ncpa.org.
— NRA-ILA FAX ALERT
March 26, 1999

M Uncle Sam: Drug Dealer
In 1996, it was revealed that,
as part of their infiltration of one
Latin American drug cartel, fed-
eral agents had successfully
smuggled millions of dollars’
worth of cocaine onto the streets
of America’s cities. At that level,
it’s hard to see the difference be-
tween successful infiltration and
full-scale participation.

So, across the country, un-
dercover DEA agents are staking
out undercover FBI agents who
are selling drugs to undercover
DEA agents who are staking out
undercover ATF agents.

— MARK STEYN
The American Spectator,
April 1999

FREETHOUGHT
MERCHANDISE
CATALOG

http:/members.aol.com/
PoeSpecs/index.htm o

(888) 666-8661 §

| @Poe Speciakies




Libertarian Party News & May 1999 ¢ PAGE 7

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

3 9

Government programs are notori-
ous for achieving results that are
the exact opposite of what they
intend. If advocates of gun control
get their way, there will be no
better example of this principle.
Gun control would result in a less
peaceful, more dangerous society.

There are two major reasons
for the right to keep and bear arms:
so that citizens can protect them-
selves from the tyrannical acts of
their own government and so that
they can protect themselves from
violent people. Proponents of gun
control suggest that the first justifi-
cation is baseless, since we live in
a democracy. And by disarming
~ everyone, the argument goes,
violent crime against innocent
people will plummet.

Let’s address the second argu-
ment first. This argument for gun
control is based on two alternative
assumptions: either that violent
people would obey gun-control
laws or that gun-control laws
would prevent violent people from
acquiring guns.

Is either of these assumptions
valid? If a murderer intends to

Gun Control Would Make Us Less Safe

by Jacob G. Hornberger

break a law against murder, why
would he have any more respect
for a law prohibiting him from
possessing a gun? It defies credi-
bility that murderers, rapists,
burglars, thieves, and robbers are
going to say to themselves:
“There’s a law against my owning
guns and, therefore, I should obey
il

What would happen instead,
of course, is that innocent people
that is, those who are the intended
victims of violent crime would
end up complying with the gun-
control law. Therefore, they would
have been forced to give up the
legal means of defending them-
selves from people who themselves
would have no respect for the law.

Would a war against guns
really eradicate guns? Well, has the
war on drugs eradicated drugs? For
a good example of the results of
gun control (and the drug war),
check out Washington, D.C. And if
you think the collateral violence
associated with the drug war is
bad, imagine what would happen
if the stakes were guns rather than
drugs.

The right to keep and bear
arms actually makes everyone
safer, even those who oppose it. If
violent people do not know which
people are carrying arms and
which are not, they are much less
likely to take a chance. The reason
a mugger on the street feels safer
than a burglar of a home is that the
mugger knows that he is less likely
to encounter an armed defender.

(Why don’t gun-control advocates
display window signs in their
homes announcing “This is a gun-
free home™?)

But as important as the right
of self-defense is, it isn’t the pri-
mary reason for unfettered gun
ownership. Our Founding Fathers
placed the Second Amendment so
high up on the Bill of Rights be-
cause they understood the vital
importance of this restriction on
government power. They recog-
nized that the greatest threat to the
safety and well-being of the citi-
zenry lies not with some foreign
government but rather with one’s
own government.

Gun-control proponents sug-
gest that that doesn’t apply to the
United States anymore because we
can trust our government officials.
After all, we do live in a democra-
cy, they tell us. “We are the gov-
ernment.” There’s nothing to fear
because democratically elected
government officials don’t do bad
things to their citizenry.

But U.S. government officials
have done bad things to the
American people. They rounded
up and incarcerated American
citizens of Japanese descent with-
out even the semblance of a trial.
They conducted nuclear radiation
experiments on unsuspecting
American servicemen. They
subjected African-American men
to bizarre syphilis experiments.
They shot and killed an innocent
woman and her teenage son at
Ruby Ridge, Idaho. They used

military tanks and dangerous,
flammable gas on men, women,
and children at Waco, Texas. To-
day, they regularly confiscate
assets belonging to innocent
people and then deny them the
benefits of trial by jury.

And most of these actions
have occurred in the absence of a
national crisis. Imagine what gov-
ernment officials are capable of in
an enormous crisis involving the
security of the nation.

How does the Second Amend-
ment protect the American people
from the most militarily powerful
government in history? It stands as
an insurance policy. In a society in
which the citizenry are armed,
government officials must always
consider the risks of armed re-
sistance to massive tyranny. In
societies where people are dis-
armed, government officials know
that citizens must willingly obey
orders.

The Second Amendment,
therefore, accomplishes what gun-
control advocates say they wish to
achieve: a safer, more peaceful, and
more secure society. Gun control,
like most other government pro-
grams, would end up with a result
that is opposite to that which is
intended.

Mr. Hornberger is president of The
Future of Freedom Foundation in
Fairfax, Va., and the co-editor of The
Tyranny of Gun Control.
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Standing up to Jesse Ventura
& a billion-dollar treasure hunt

B Arkansas

Politicians are trying to force
a “hamburger tax” down the
throats of residents of El Dorado
County — but Libertarians want
to take a bite out of the plan.

In an attempt to promote
tourism, county officials want to
impose a 2% tax on all restau-
rant bills, and designate the
money for the county’s Advertis-
ing and Promotion Commission.

But Arkansas LP Vice Chair
Rodney Wimberly said a vol-
untary program is better than the
so-called “hamburger tax.”

On March 23, Wimberly en-
couraged restaurants and hotels
to form associations and desig-
nate a percentage of profits to
tourism advertising, or suggested
that restaurant customers could
“round up” their bills to the next
dollar to fund tourism.

What about the people who
didn’t want to pay the extra
money? “That’s the point — free-
dom of choice,” said Wimberly.

“ “When you have a tax, no one

e

has a choice about paying it.”

M Arizona

Libertarians in the city of
Chandler are leading a campaign
to stop a proposed $100 million
sales tax increase that would
fund “an ill-conceived expan-
sion” of the city’s transit system.

“No one disputes the need to
deal with traffic congestion. Un-
fortunately, pouring money into
a transit expansion is unlikely to
provide much relief,” said LP
member John Semmens, who
has won five previous battles
against higher taxes.

“Chandler’s existing bus ser-
vice is deficit-ridden and terribly
inefficient,” he noted. “Chandler
Transit currently loses over half

a million dollars per year” — de- -

spite the fact that it handles only
1% of the total share of travel in
the metropolitan region.

“In the unlikely event that
the proposed expansion was to
double transit’s share of travel,
98% of the traffic problem would
remain untouched,” he said.

The vote on the tax increase
will be held on May 18.

M California

State LP leadership offered a
surprising “congratulations” in
March — to a Green Party can-

didate who won a special elec-
tion to the State Assembly.

“Libertarians have been pre-
dicting for some time that vot-
ers are becoming increasingly
frustrated with the Democrats
and Republicans, and [this] elec-
tion demonstrated exactly that,”
said State Chair Mark Hinkle.

On March 30, Green Party
candidate Audie Bock won an
unexpected 292-vote victory for
the 16th Assembly District seat
— an upset that “drives another
nail into the two-party coffin,”
said Hinkle.

“This proves that the right
circumstances combined with
the right candidate can lead to
victory for any third party,” he
said. “Libertarians congratulate
Audie Bock and, as voter frustra-
tion with the two major parties
continues to worsen, we look
forward to joining her in the Leg-
islature very soon.”

M California

Are Democrats and Republi-
cans right about anything? Yes,
say Libertarians: They’re right in
insisting that all political parties

e

Libertarian Party launches Cambridge affiliate

should be able to keep non-party
members from voting in their
primaries.

So Libertarians joined in a
tri-partisan criticism of the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals’
decision on March 4 to uphold
California’s Open Primary Act,
passed by voters in March 1996.

“We Libertarians think it’s a
bad idea,” said Richard Rider
of the San Diego LP. “It results
in tremendous cross-voting
where people are elected who
aren’t favored by the people in
that party.”

Libertarians had worked
with Democrats and Republicans
to defeat the measure, arguing
also that open primaries “result
in all candidates looking alike
because everyone votes in every-
one else’s primaries.”

B Hawaii

The state LP has filed an ap-
peal with the Hawaii Office of
Elections, seeking to overturn a
decision which disqualified it as
a recognized political party.

On March 9, Hawaii LP
Chairman Roger Taylor filed

B Massachusetts LP State Chair Carla Howell congratulates
Jason Solinsky, who was elected Chairman of the new
Cambridge City LP Committee at their organizing meeting on
March 14. “I'm excited about the potential for this group,”
said Howell. “They are well organized and serious about
winning seats on the city council.”

the appeal, challenging “the
office’s interpretation of the ex-
isting law” which requires a com-
plicated mathematical formula
to determine whether a party re-
mains a qualified party.

At the same time, state Lib-
ertarians have launched a lobby-
ing campaign in support of
House Bill 1469 and Senate Bill
631. The two bills would either
simplify the current system, or
dramatically reduce ballot access
barriers.

The LP of Hawalii is especially
supportive of SB 631, said Tay-
lor, since it would “allow parties
that continue to run candidates
and remain active in Hawaii to
retain ballot status,”and would
reduce the number of signatures
required to get on the ballot to
600 from the current 6,000.

If the bill became law, it
would also “give us back the lib-
erty to run one or two qualified
people for office rather than a
slate of token and paper candi-
dates to garner an arbitrary per-
centage of the vote,” he said.

A state Libertarian on the
Palatine Zoning Board has
helped defeat a proposal mandat-
ing that a local restaurant pur-
chase $10,000 worth of extra se-
curity devices.

Mike Ginsberg, who is also
the Illinois LP State Chair, con-
vinced four of the five ZBA mem-
bers to reject a proposal to re-
quire the restaurant to buy extra
security cameras, lighting, and
locks — simply because the pre-
vious restaurant at that location
had been the site of a robbery
and multiple murder.

“The marketplace will deter-
mine the type of security re-
quired at this restaurant,” said
Ginsberg. “It’s up to the restau-
rant owners to address any con-
sumer perception regarding its
security.”

Ginsberg said his most per-
suasive argument was that “this
store shouldn’t pay the price for
the location’s past history,” and
that “it wasn’t up to government
to set security requirements.”

As the only Libertarian on
the ZBA, he said “there was prin-
ciple involved,” and although
the dollar amount was small, “if
you accomplish something like
thisten times, it really adds up.”

Palatine, a northwest suburb
of Chicago, has 50,000 residents.

B Michigan

A state Libertarian is so con-
vinced that people serving on
government-mandated jury duty
deserve higher compensation
that he went to jail rather than
serve.

In mid-January, LP member
Marc B. Coleman was sen-
tenced to 20 days in jail for re-
fusing to report for jury duty.

“I'm standing up for what I
believe, and that is fair compen-
sation [for jury duty] that is equal
to what a person is currently
making,” he said.

Coleman, the owner of a fire
protection company, said he
could not afford to serve on a
jury at the $15-a-day pay scale.
Instead, he argued, jurors should
be paid the equivalent of what
they earn at their jobs.

Coleman said he will now
work to change state law regard-
ing juror compensation, and that
putting him in jail for his act of
civil disobedience was “certainly
not fair.”

M Minnesota

State Libertarians used their
“Tax Cuts NOW!” rally at the
state capitol to blast Reform
Party governor Jesse Ventura for
being a closet Democrat.

“Jesse Ventura is the first
Democrat to use libertarian
rhetoric to get elected,” said LP
State Chair Charles Test. “He
joins a long line of Republicans
who campaign on less govern-
ment [and] less taxes — and then
expand state power once
electedse

More than 100 people gath-
ered for the rally in St. Paul on
February 27, where they de-
manded that Ventura return the
state’s $5 billion surplus to tax-
payers, as promised.

However, the Wall Street Jour-
nal noted, “when it comes to
paring back government, the
muscular Mr. Ventura is looking
more like Casper Milquetoast. He
has unfurled a budget that leaves
more than half of the state’s sur-
plus intact.”

That “bait & switch tech-
nique” has Libertarians irate —
and prompted Test to declare:
“Next time, don’t be fooled. If
you really want less government,
less taxes, less spending, and
more personal responsibility,
vote Libertarian.”

With Ventura, said Test,
“Voters who thought they were
getting libertarian-lite, got
[Democrat]-lite.” '

B Nevada

Here’s one way to get the fed-
eral government out of the medi-
cal marijuana debate: Declare it
a states’ rights issue, said Chris
Azzarro, State Director of the
Nevada LP.

To make that point, the Ne-
vada LP has officially endorsed
HR 1782, a bill sponsored by U.S.

The Moviegoers’ Website

* GHECK IT OUT! *

www.flickpicks.com




Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA), to let
states convert marijuana from a

Schedule 1 to a Schedule 2 drug -

so it could be used for medical
purposes.

Noting that Nevada voters
overwhelmingly approved an
amendment to the state consti-
tution last year to legalize medi-
cal marijuana, Azzarro said, “This
is a common-sense solution. Ba-
sic compassion and common
sense demand that we allow se-
riously ill people to use whatever
safe medication is most effective
to alleviate their suffering.”

B New Hampshire

The state legislature’s vote
on March 4 to impose an income
tax drew a blistering rebuke from
Libertarians, who denounced the
plan as an “arrogant” attempt by
Republicans and Democrats to
create a “bigger, more powerful,
and less constitutional govern-
ment.”

The vote to impose a com-
bined income and statewide
property tax of 4% — which was
hailed as a “victory” by Demo-
crats and Republicans — was a
result of an earlier state Supreme
Court order to “equalize” fund-
ing for school districts.

“To seek to implement not
just one but two first-ever broad-
based taxes in New Hampshire is
outrageous enough,” said LP
State Chair Danielle Donovan.
“But to do so in the name of an
entirely disingenuous [state] Su-
preme Court decision in order to
support a failing government-
run school system is not only
unconscionable — it’s downright
mean-spirited and arrogant.”

Il New Mexico

A school district that has
been sending students home
armed with leaflets full of “pro-
tax propaganda” has rejected a
request by Libertarians to distrib-
ute the opposing view as well.

“We're not surprised that the
school board rejected our re-
quest; this is how the govern-
ment works,” said Joseph
Knight, Acting Secretary of the
San Juan County LP’s central
committee.

After learning that pupils in
the county’s four districts were
bringing home pamphlets subtly
encouraging a “yes” vote in a
special election to impose a tax
to fund a juvenile justice center,
Libertarians attended a school
board meeting on February 7 and
demanded equal access.

THE

Concise Guide

to Economics

The Advocates
Laissez Faire Books
Amazon.com

They pointed out that it
would cost them $3,300 in
stamps to mail out what the pro-
tax forces were getting done for
free, and presented the school
board with their own leaflet. But
the board rejected their request.

Ron Barrett, LP candidate
for county committee, said, “I'm
disappointed that they are will-
ing to let a particular group use
the school for propaganda.”

BILL WILLIS:
“Libertarians are
tired of people
who think they
know how to
spend our money.”

Il Tennessee

The Libertarian Party of Ten-
nessee has decided to become
more “cool” — it has adopted the
Liberty Penguin as its official
mascot.

At the party’s state conven-
tion on March 13, delegates
unanimously approved a resolu-
tion to make the torch-bearing
penguin the party’s mascot. The
penguin will now appear on
party correspondence and will be
used for fundraising.

“The Liberty Penguin is an
excellent ice-breaker when it
comes to telling people about lib-
erty,” said state vice chair Wil-
liam Cole. “I wear [my Liberty
Penguin pin] on my lapel and
people are always asking me,
‘What is that?” and ‘What does
it mean?’ ”

ber Ann Cason as “a friendly way
to promote Libertarian ideals.” It
has also been adopted by Liber-
tarians in Wisconsin, Laramie
County (Wyoming), and
Harrisonburg (Virginia).

H Tennessee

The Lakeway Area Libertar-
ian Party (LALP) has joined a
campaign to stop a highway
project in northeast Tennessee —
a $450 million construction
project that is opposed by most
of the communities in its path.

In early March, LALP chair-
man Bill Willis announced that
Libertarians had joined with Citi-
zens for Sensible Roads, the
Northeast Tennessee Conserva-
tion Roundtable, the Tennessee
Christian Coalition, and other
groups in an effort to stop the
project.

The Liberty Penguin was cre-
ated five years ago by graphic

designer and Tennessee LP mem-

P ower O

Just One

Do you think that our government
has gotten too big and too powerful?
Do you think a maze of bureaucrats

and politicians are chipping away at the

freedoms Americans used to take for
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“Less spending [on high-
ways] could result in the lower-
ing of the Tennessee gas tax,
which is among the highest in
the nation,” he said.

Despite a referendum in
Greene County last year, where
residents voted strongly against
the proposed high-traffic corri-
dor, “the project is moving for-
ward,” noted Willis.

“This has become a familiar
political theme: The wishes of
citizens are superseded by our
elected officials,” he said. “Lib-
ertarians are tired of people who
think they know how to spend
our money better than we do.”

M Washington

Washington Libertarians
want to send the state govern-
ment to “Alcoholics Anony-
mous” — by getting it out of the

' booze-selling business.

The Washington LP is sup-
porting an initiative that would
end the state’s monopoly on sell-
ing alcohol, and would roll back
taxes on hard liquor.

“We don’t believe the state
should be in the liquor business
at all,” explained Ken Hough-
ton, the finance chairman for
the state party. “It is not a legiti-
mate function of government to
sell liquor.”

Another LP member said it
was hypocritical of the state gov-

Libertarian Party Membership:

0 YES! sign me up today as a proud. dues-
paying member of the Libertarian Party!

I'll receive 12 issues of the monthly newspaper, LP News, and a membership
card. I'd like to be a Libertarian Party member in the following category:

a $25 Basic Member
. Q $100 Sustaining Member
Slgn a‘ture Q $250 Sponsor
Q $500 Patron
Q $1,000 Life Member

The Libertarian Party is the party of principle. To publicly affirm what

we believe—and to ensure that our party never strays from our principles—we

ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

> I do not believe in or advocate the /nitlation of force as a means of
achieving political or social goals. :

granted? Do you think the Bill of Rights

SIGNATURIE REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP
is being silently repealed — one o
. Subscription
precious freedom at a time?
You can help change
that by joining the
Libertarian Party! We're the

Name & Address

only political party that is fighting —

U Enclosed is $25. I'd rather not join just yet. Instead, please sign me
up for a one-year subscription to LP News (12 monthly issues).

SOURCE CODE: 01225

0, 3 sne = >
with 100% of our energy — to lower RN

taxes, to reduce the size of

ADDRISS

government, and to defend the Bill of

Rights. With your support — and your

CITY

proud signature on this membership

STATI Zp

” HOMIE PHONI
form — we can work harder than ever

WORK PHONT

to build a powerful political force for ST

freedom.

GRS KPR e R e NGNS R

But we need your help
to do it. Join us today!

OCCLPATION
Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing

address, and occupation and name of employer for each individual
whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

ernment to maximize liquor
profits while trying to combat
drunk drivers.

“It’s like saying crack cocaine
is bad for you, but we'll sell it to
you if we can get a cut of the
money,” said LP activist Rachel
Hawkridge.

Il Washington

It’s easy to find a billion dol-
lars, said State Chair Mary Maas
— just look for useless spending
in the state budget. To prove the
point, Maas has kicked off a §1
billion “treasure hunt,” with
prizes awarded to those who
track down the most wasteful
programs in the budget.

She devised the contest in
January in response to politi-
cians’ complaints that an initia-
tive to slash car taxes to $30
would “cost” the government $1
billion a year in revenue.

dbhiesliet!s  Tak e Al e
Money That No One’s Using And
Spend it On Basic Government
Services faction has already
started hysterical attacks on the
initiative,” Maas said. “Someone
needs to show the voters how
much can be cut from the state
budget — and that someone
should be the Libertarian Party.”

The prize for the winner: The
Washington state LP should pay
their car tax for 10 years, sug-
gested Maas.
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The Boomerang Effect: Why government
programs I‘BSII“ In opposite consequences

Continued from Page 1
much-touted “reform” of the
Immigration & Naturalization
Service — which, it was prom-
ised, would reduce the flow of
illegal immigrants.

In each case, however, not
only did the law fail to imple-
ment its stated goal, but actually
accomplished the exact opposite
of what politicians promised.

Oops. How embarrassing.

But how can that be? How
can the “good” intentions of the
government — ending discrimi-
nation, helping the handi-
capped, and slowing illegal im-
migration — generate such bad
consequences?

A powerful tool

Harry Browne, in Why Gov-
ernment Doesn’t Work, provided
one answer: “Government is a
powerful tool,” he wrote. “But
it’s far easier to put it in motion
than to control it. When govern-
ment is involved, nothing ever
seems to work out as intended.”

Indeed. It’s what Browne
calls “The Dictator Syndrome” —
the mistaken belief that a law
you support will accomplish its
intended purpose, as though you
were a dictator with unlimited
imperial power to simply decree
an intended result.

But it doesn’t work that way,
noted Browne. To pass a law, you

ACCORDING TO
one study, the
ADA increased
unemployment
among disabled
Americans.

need allies (each with their own
agendas); legislators to write the
law (each with their own ideas);
bureaucrats to administer it
(each with their own goals); and
judges to resolve disputes about
it (each with their own interpre-
tations).

The end result?

“By the time your program
has run this gauntlet, it will be
far bigger and far more expensive

than you had imagined,” wrote
Browne. “And it will have been
twisted to satisfy many factions.
In fact, your program may end
up being the opposite of what
you had intended.”

Need proof? Here’s some ex-
amples of what we’ll call “The
Boomerang Effect” — where a
law or program accomplished
the exact opposite of what was
promised:

B In 1990, President George
Bush signed the Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA), which was
designed to end discrimination
against people with physical or
mental handicaps.

Nine years later, the results
are in: The ADA actually increased
unemployment among the dis-
abled.

Scares employers

According to Murray
Weidenbaum of the Center for
the Study of American Business:
“One survey reported that the
portion of men with disabilities
who are working dropped from
33% in 1991 to 31% in: 1995.
Some reasons for these disap-
pointing results seem clear.

“The ADA scares some pro-
spective employers away from
hiring workers with disabilities.
They fear the extended litigation
that may arise from the compli-
cated provisions of the ADA . . .”

And Kathi Wolfe, a visually
disabled writer, noted in the
Washington Post: “I'm concerned
that abuse of the [ADA] law is
hurting people like me.

“A large number of frivolous
complaints brought under the
ADA in recent years has contrib-
uted to the widespread impres-
sion that hiring disabled people
is an invitation to trouble.”

The bottom line: More dis-
abled Americans without jobs,
not fewer.

B In 1964, Congress passed

the Civil Rights Act in an effort
to end discrimination against
African Americans.

Thirty years later, white
Americans were using the law to
get preferential treatment from
a Small Business Administration
(SBA) program that forces gov-
ernment agencies to “set aside”
a certain percentage of their
contracts for minority-owned
businesses.

In The End of Sanity, Martin
L. Gross wrote: “Arnold
O’'Donnell, a partner in a small
Washington, DC, contracting
company, fought the SBA set-
aside program for years.

“His argument: The program
was unfair and un-American. In
Washington, a white man such
as himself was an oppressed mi-
nority. Why wasn’t he in the SBA

launched a “war on smut”
close down strip clubs.

The "Boomerang Effect”
strikes at the local level

he “Boomerang Effect” of unintended consequences

doesn’t just apply to the federal government. It also

works at the local level. Here are some examples. . .

B In 1994, Detroit passed a law requiring homeless
shelters to get a government license — which would be
issued only after the shelters passed strict inspections by
eight different city departments. The law, promised
politicians, would ensure better and safer living
conditions for the homeless. ‘ :

The result: Out of the 44 shelters operating in 1994,
only 25 have applied for a license, reported Wendy
Wendland in the Detroit Free Press. And most of them
will fail the inspections — since repairs required to bring
the shelters up to the city’s stringent standards could cost
the cash-strapped facilities up to $1 million each.

Asks the Free Press: “Will the city issue fines and shut
them down? City officials won't say. [But] some homeless
shelters in Detroit could be forced to close — putting
hundreds of poor people back on the street.”

B In New York City, mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani
— using city regulations to

CHILDREN
fLIBERTY
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he left in 1969 there were only three elected Democrats left in the
county. The rest were all Republicans.

Of course the book throws in a free market, libertarian twist
you will enjoy, but the system presented is solid, has worked for
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shipping and handling.
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The result, wrote Michael Blood of the Associated
Press: “A swanky topless club has found an astonishing
way to keep its doors open despite Giuliani’s clampdown
on X-rated cabarets and smut shops: Let children in.

“A sharp lawyer for Ten’s World Class Cabaret in
Manhattan figured that since the law specifically targets
‘adult’ establishments, putting out the welcome mat for
children would save the club from the padlock.

“State Supreme Court Justice Stephen Crane agreed,
saying Ten’s ‘cannot be defined as an adult eating and
drinking establishment if it does not exclude minors.” ”

B In 1988, Seattle, Washington passed a “nuisance
abatement law” to make residents safer by allowing the
city to condemn property tied to drug activity.

'Designed to curb a proliferation of crack houses, it is
now being used by the City Attorney Mark Sidran to seize
homes from elderly or minority residents whose children
or grandchildren — unbeknownst to them — were
involved with drugs. One typical target: An 80-year-old
amputee grandmother, confined to a wheelchair.

“[These people are] not the sort of person legislators
had in mind when they created the law enforcement tool
known as drug nuisance abatement in 1988,” wrote
Michelle Malkin in Reason magazine. “Once investigators
start digging, it will be hard to ignore the scores of
property owners whose rights may have been trampled in
Sidran’s war on drugs.”




preference program?

“The SBA laughed at him for
years, but he persisted until fi-
nally an agency administrative
judge agreed with O’Donnell.

. “He ruled that in the heavily
African-American city of Wash-
ington, O’'Donnell was in fact
‘socially and economically disad-
vantaged.” ”

Whites-only

But affirmative action for
white folks doesn’t stop with
jobs: It’s also being used to jus-
tify million-dollar “white-only”
scholarships.

In the Wall Street Journal,
June Kronholz reported that a
federal judge mandated that tra-
ditionally black universities must
“desegregate” by recruiting more
white students.

Kronholz wrote: “In an effort
to attract more whites to Ala-
bama State and Alabama A&M
University, the judge ordered
each to spend $1 million a year
in new state funding on scholar-
ships for whites.

“In a state where ‘white only’
signs hung over public facilities
only a few decades ago, a white-
only scholarship turns history on
its head.”

The bottom line: White
people benefit from laws de-
signed to help blacks.

B In 1992, Congress passed
a series of reforms designed to
curb illegal immigration from
Mexico. Politicians tripled the
INS’s budget to $4 billion and
more than doubled the number
of Border Patrol agents to 7,000.

The' result? Daniel W.
Sutherland wrote in Reason
magazine: “Recent research by
Wayne Cornelius and Claudia
Smith at the University of Cali-
fornia at San Diego suggests that
the heightened controls may
have simply encouraged illegals
to stick around once they get
here.

‘Short-term shuttle migra-
tion’ — the academic term for
working here illegally for a short
period and then returning home
— may be giving way to more-
permanent illegal immigration.”

Now, the number of illegal
immigrants in the United States
is estimated at 5 million — up
from just 3 million in 1986.

The bottom line: More illegal
immigrants, not less.

The effect at work

They’re all examples of “The
Boomerang Effect” at work: Anti-
discrimination laws that encour-
age discrimination. Anti-racism
laws that benefit white people.
Anti-illegal immigration laws
that encourage more illegal im-
migration.

Is it any wonder Libertarians
are so cynical when politicians
promise that one more law, or
one more government agency, or
one more federal mandate will
solve some social problem?

As Browne wrote: “You don't
control government. And your
dreams of what government can
achieve are just that — dreams.
They bear no resemblance to
what government will really do
if your program is enacted.”

HARRY BROWNE:
“Your program
may end up the

opposite of what
you intended.”

ver 2,000 sets of

Michael Cloud's

classic “THE
ESSENCE OF POLITICAL

PERSUASION" have been
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The ‘Boomerany Effect’ at work

Given this track record of
failure, what can be done to fix
these government programs that
produce the exact opposite of
what was intended?

The Greek philosopher
Hippocrates once wrote: “Oppo-
sites are cures for opposites.”

He’s right. And in this case,
the opposite of “The Boomerang
Effect” is the Libertarian Party,
which would stop trying to use
the government to do “good” —
and, as a result, would stop it
from doing so much that is bad.

That would be an “opposite”
result we could all live with.
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The renowned 3-tape audio learning program that has revolutionized
libertarian communication can now be yours at the GIVEAWAY PRICE of ...

M How to make libertarian
ideas almost irresistible
B How to avoid the most
common libertarian
communication errors

sold. We normally sell it for
$27.50 plus $3.50 shipping.

Hundreds of unsolicited
letters have praised this
tape set. Top libertarian leaders have
endorsed it:

“I can’t think of any tool that better
prepared me for being a candidate.

It's wonderful!” — Jo Jorgensen,
1996 LP Vice Presidential candidate.
“Superb.” — Vince Miller, Interna-

tional Society for Individual Liberty

“A NECESSITY for every liber-
tarian!” — Jim Lewis, 1984 LP Vice
Presidential candidate

Now you can own this acclaimed
3-tape-set in its entirety at the GIVE-
AWAY PRICE of just $5.00 — an extraor-
dinary value! This is less than our cost
of production and shipping.

This special below-cost offer is part
of “Operation Persuasion,” a program
by the Advocates for Self-Government
to put powerful communication tools
in the hands of as many libertarians as
possible. The goal of “Operation Per-
suasion” is to see thousands of liber-
tarians quickly become powerful and
persuasive libertarian communicators.

There is no better tool to accom-
plish this than this acclaimed tape
series. Our thanks to “Essence"” author
Michael Cloud for making this special
offer possible!

“THE ESSENCE OF POLITICAL
PERSUASION" will transform your
libertarian outreach. It will show you:
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fellow libertarians!
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The three victories showed
“that we can win contested non-
partisan races, no matter how
large the district,” said Knight.
“We need to build on that, elect-
ing more local officials who will
be taken seriously as candidates
for future partisan races.”

In New Hampshire, getting
back in office was a family affair:
John Babiarz won re-election to
his position as Grafton Cemetery
Trustee, and his wife Rosalie
Babiarz won re-election to her
post as Town Auditor.

Two-time winner

In Marlborough, LP member
Gene Donahue was a two-time
winner: He was elected to a
three-year term on the town’s
Budget Committee and also as
Treasurer on the town’s Recre-
ation Committee.

“After failing two consecu-
tive years in the Selectman’s race,
I'm very pleased with the out-
come [of these races],” he said.

In Wentworth, Steve Davis
also scored a pair of victories: He
was elected to a two-year term as
School District Moderator and
also as Town Moderator.

In Greenland, Steve Bacon
won a seat on the town’s Budget

B Beth and Robert King pose in front of a bulletin board
displaying the mascot of the Beaver Acres High School. Robert
King won a seat on that school’s Local School Committee,
while Beth King won a spot on the Aloha High School Local
School Committee (both in Oregon).

Committee in an uncontested
race. And in Deerfield, former
Libertarian House Leader Don
Gorman won election as Trustee
of the Trust Fund.

Other NH Libertarians made
impressive showings in local
races, but fell slightly short of
reaching the winner’s circle.

In Barnstead, Judy Houle
won 45% of the vote in her run
for Overseer of Public Welfare,

IBRESS

and Bill Discipio received 44% of
the vote for Trustee of the Trust
Fund in Hampstead.

New Hampshire LP State
Chair Danielle Donovan said she
was “generally pleased with the
results,” since six of the party’s
10 candidates won election.

“I am encouraged that New
Hampshire has some budding
politicians and the future looks
bright,” she said.

Ill!l glections

In Minnesota, LP member
Felicia O’Brien was elected Town-
ship Clerk in Wrenshall with a
last-minute write-in campaign,
winning the non-partisan office
by a 26-6 vote.

“I was surprised,” she said
about her victory. Her one-year
term of office, she said, “[will be]
a little [political] experience for
me — and [ hope a good one.”

Taking advantage
Minnesota LP State Chair
Charles Test said the O’Brien vic-

~ tory ‘demonstrated the impor-

tance of taking advantage of elec-
toral opportunities.

“It says that if you pay atten-
tion and you are willihg to run,
you can win in small local elec-
tions,” he said. “It’s a good way
to get started.”

In Vermont, Hardy Macia
was elected to the Grand Isle
Selectboard in a squeaker — he
won his two-way race with
50.6% of the vote.

Macia credited his unex-
pected win to his campaign for
State Senate last year, and said,
“Candidates should be encour-
aged to go after smaller seats af-
ter they've put in a lot of effort
in the larger seats, so their larger
efforts generate some pay-off.”
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But Macia didn’t stop there:
He was then appointed by the
board as Weigher of the Coal.

“Vermont hasn’t used coal in
over one-half century, so it is an
old position still on the books,”
he said. “I wanted to be able to
tell my grandchildren that I was
once the Weigher of Coal.”

Later that same month, a
Massachusetts LP member also
won election to local office.

On March 30, Ben Rivard-
Ripoza was elected as a Town
Meeting Member in Dartmouth
via a write-in campaign.

Rivard-Rapoza won because
of his aggressive campaign, said
Massachusetts LP activist Jim
Sullivan.

“He printed up flyers, dis-
tributed them in his district, and
folks voted him in,” he noted.
“He prominently mentioned the
LP in his literature.”

With his victory, Rivard-
Rapoza became the 11th Liber-
tarian in office in the Bay State,
up from four just three years ago.

“We're showing some real
progress,” said Sullivan.

r---------1

I Teachers! !
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How California’s Region 64 can help the LP nafionwide

os Angeles is the second-largest city in the United

Aside from the primary goal of increasing visibility, we are

States and the “Entertainment Capital” of the world. This

city has incredible impact on political trends across the

United States. Therefore, the more the Libertarian Party is

known here, the more impact we have nationally.
Region 64 (central Los Angeles) is a subdivision of the

California Libertarian Party. It is located strategically in the heart

of Los Angeles, and includes the areas or entities of downtown

LA, Hollywood, Koreatown, Little Tokyo — plus the Los Angeles
Times, West Coast CNN, and the University of Southern California,

to name only a few.
This area also contains the entertainment industry and

historic Hollywood, including: Paramount Pictures, CBS Television
City, NBC Television Studios, Fox Television Studios, the Director’s
Guild, the Screen Actor’s Guild, the Sunset Strip, the Hollywood

Walk of Fame, and Mann’s Chinese Theatre. In other words, much
of the movie, television, and music industry is located here.

Outreach at the Oscars?

There are also many major public events attended by
thousands of people and the media from all over America, s
where we can do effective outreach, such as the Oscars, |
most Hollywood premiers, the Hollywood Christmas
parade, rock concerts, and other music events. These are
all areas in which increased visibility and
effective outreach will not only have a great
impact here, but also across America.

One tactic to increase our visibility
is strategic outdoor advertising. Just _¢f
imagine everyone

THE HOLLYWOOD STRATEGY

who works in any Hollywood entertainment industry driving by
Libertarian Party advertisements on their way to work. Seeing the
800 number every day is going to make a lot of them call. We
also plan to place ads in Hollywood insider magazines and other
trade publications, as well.

Setting national trends

More importantly, imagine everyone on the staff of the LA
Times or any TV news show driving by Libertarian Party advertise-
ments, month after month. This should make them more likely to
cover an LP presidential candidate or the LP National Convention
next door in Orange County in July 2000. If they cover us here, it
will make your local press more likely to cover your local candidates
and activities. This is just the beginning of what we are doing —
because these are the people we need to sway, because these are
the people with the money and influence to set national trends.

working to increase party registration and membership on both a
local and nationwide basis. With Libertarians running and succeeding
in aggressive, strong campaigns in all partisan and non-partisan
races, we can achieve more influence here — and, thus, nationwide.
Lastly, the Democratic National Convention will be held here in Region
64, and this is also in our agenda for making our presence felt.

This is just the beginning of what a well-funded,
equipped, and fortified Region 64 can do to help build
momentum for a nationwide breakthrough.

If you can make a large contribution to get the ball really
rolling, that would be great. But even a $10, $15, or $50
contribution will have an immediate impact.

Please send checks or money orders payable to:

Libertarian Party Region 64 ® 6546 Hollywood Blvd. #210

Hollywood CA 90028 e Call: (323) 469-5372

M Please write us and tell us what has and has not worked
in your regional or county party. Thank you for your consideration.

Region 64 — Working for freedom in our lifetime.

Mark Selzer, Chairman, Region 64

R. William Weilburg, Vice Chairman




LITERATURE
BUTTONS
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Libertarian Party Literature

M Ain’t Nobody’s Business If You Do by Peter
McWilliams. The definitive argument against “consen-
sual crimes,” packed with facts, quotes, and statistics.
Paperback, 693 pages. Cost: $9.95

B Which Political Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights? Full-
page flyer. 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting defense of
the Second Amendment, designed especially for the gun
community. Explains why the LP will never betray gun
owners. Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $7 for 100

B Why Government Doesn 't Work by Harry Browne.
The 1996 Presidential campaign manifesto: Explains
why government doesn‘t work, and why it will never
work as well as voluntary solutions. Outlines a Libertar-
ian plan for victory. Hardbound, 245 pages. Cost: $11.95
M Libertarianism In One Lesson by David Bergland.
Expanded 7th edition. The classic introductory work.
Outlines Libertarian positions on all major political is-
sues; contrasts them to liberals and conservatives.
Softbound, 158 pages. Cost: $10 each; or 5 for $35.

B America's Libertarian Heritage by David Bergland.
16-page booklet. Concise overview of Libertarian phi-
losophy and solutions in an easy-to-read question-and-
answer format. Cost: $1 each

M Million Dollar Bills: Green Ink. A faux $1,000,000
bill that highlights excessive federal spending. Perfect for
Tax Day, taxpayer groups, and almost any other out-
reach project! Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $5 for 100

M LP “Fact Sheets”: Updated for 1998: 2-page LP his-
tory (with political highlights, accomplishments, and vic-
tories from 1971-1997) and comprehensive two-page
bibliography (more than 150 books about liberty!). Sold
as a set. Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $10 for 100

M LP Program. 4 pages, blue ink. LP positions on edu-
cation, jobs, political corruption, health care, and crime
— plus solutions. Cost: Sample: $1.00 or $10 for 100

B World’s Smallest Political ,
Quiz cards. Perfect for
“politically homeless” booths.
Cost: $1 for 100

Bumperstickers

Cost: $1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100. Size: 11" x 3"

B ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
(Red, white, & blue).

B Don't Blame Me . . . | Voted Libertarian (Blue &
white; LP address and phone # below.)

B Vote Libertarian/800-ELECT-US (Blue & white.)

B I’'m Pro-Choice on Everything! (Red, white, & blue.)
Buttons (cost: $1 each or 75¢ each for 5.or more)
B Don't Blame Me, | Voted Libertarian 1-800-682-1776
M Vote Libertarian 1-800-682-1776

B Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything
1-800-682-1776

Miscellaneous Items

M Libertarian Party stickers. Size: 5/8" x 2-1/8". (Red
and blue.) Text: “Tired of big government & high taxes?
Call the Libertarian Party.” Includes LP 800#. Cost: Four
sheets (96 stickers) for $1. Or 25 sheets (600): $5

B Windbreaker. Blue, with LP logo & party name. Avail-
able in M, L, XL. (Please specify.) Cost: $25 each

M Liberty Teddy Bear: 12" high. Brown bear, blue shirt:
“Libearty Bear” on front. Cost: $20.

Tools for Campaigning

M Libertarian TV Ads: A videotape of TV ads by LP
candidates — from State Representative to president.
(Not broadcast quality.) Cost: $20.00 each

B LP Statue of Liberty Logo master. Camera-ready
sheet, ready for scanning. Cost: $1 each

M LP Statue of Liberty Logo on PC Disk: 3-1/2 inch
DOS-compatible computer disk. Cost: $3 each

B Newsprint Ads: “

Libertarian Party — Defenders of

Liberty.” Camera-ready print ads. One each of six differ-

ent ads: General, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft, and taxes.
Plus additional multi-sized “Lower Taxes/More Freedom”
LP advertisements. Cost: $3 for set

Large & Small Banners

Spring is here, :
summer is coming . . .
so a Libertarian’s
heart turns to (what
else?) outreach!
That's right: All
over America, county
fairs, flea markets,

concerts, and other
outdoor events will
soon be attracting
crowds of people.
And wherever people
gather, there's an
opportunity for
Libertarian outreach.
Will you do your

part this summer to
spread the word
about the Libertarian
Party? If every LP
member distributed
just 10 pieces of
literature this summer,
then 320,000 Ameri-
cans would be exposed
to our message.

Will you do your

part? We have a wide
variety of compelling,
attractive outreach
literature for sale. Find
the particular political
issue you want to
promote, and place
your order today.
With your help,
we can make the next
five months the
sizzling summer of
Libertarian growth!
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Tired ofbig governme

Call the Libertarianpar
Toll-free: (800) 682177

L& high tay

Libertarian Party Stickers

B Actual size: 5/8" x 2-1/8". (Two-color: Red & blue.)
Promote the party — and our toll-free 800#
information hotline — with these stickers. Great for
outgoing mail! Cost: Four sheets (96 self-adhesive
stickers) for $1. Or 25 sheets (600 stickers): $5

M Is This the New Politi-
cal Party You've Been
Looking For? Brochure,
2-color (violet & black).
Introductory brochure;
gives a general, friendly
overview of Libertarian
Party beliefs.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

Yard Sign

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
/VOTE LIBERTARIAN.
Red, white, and blue ink
on sturdy foamboard.
Measures a big 24" x
18". Perfect for LP cam-
paigns or rallies.

Cost: $8.00 each.

B Towards A More Sen-
sible Drug Policy. Bro-
chure, 2-color (blue &
black). Argues that drug
legalization is a sensible
and workable alternative
to the government'’s dan-
gerous “War on Drugs.”

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

B What Happened To
Your Family Budget?
Brochure, 2-color (blue &
black). Looks at how the
government impoverishes
Americans by taking more
in taxes than most families
spend on food, clothing,
and shelter (combined)

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

‘ ; Happen LIBE! \.nn

SuUp

M Ending the Welfare
State. Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). The LP's
welfare reform plan, pro-
moting opportunity, work,
and personal responsibility
— instead of failed govern-
ment programs.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

B Making Your Neigh-
borhood Safe Again.
Brochure, 2-color (red &
black). Explains the LP's
five-point crime-control
program that protects civil
liberties — while providing
more resources to fight
real criminals.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

M Equal Rights for
America's Gun Owners.
Brochure, 2-color (orange
& black). Explains and de-
fends the Libertarian
Party's strong pro-Second
Amendment position for
general audience.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

W Working to Cut Your
Taxes. Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). How the
LP would drastically re-
duce the size and cost of
government by privatizing
government services, abol-
ishing corporate welfare,
and ending income taxes.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

I There is no charge for standard shipping. Allow up to 3-4 weeks |
for delivery. Or: Add $5 for same-day shipping. Call (202) 333- §
0008 Ext. 221 for instructions on rush deliveries. Minimum order *
$5.00. Orders shipped via UPS; please add $5 for Post Office box §
# deliveries. Make checks payable to: Libertarian Party. Federal law #
requires political committees to report the name, mailing address,
occupation, and name of employer for each individual whose &
contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year
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B Ready-to-use Literature
Million Dollar Bills Literature
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Ain‘t Nobody's BusinessIf You Do book

Brochure: “Is This the New Political Party...?"

Brochure: “Towards More Sensible Drug Policy”

Brochure: “What Happened) Your Family Budget?”

g
&
F
8
8
i
8

Brochure: “Ending the Welfare State”

Brochure: “Making Neighborhood Safe Again”

Brochure: “Equal Rights/America’s Gun Owners"

W %

Brochure: “Working to Cut Your Taxes!"

Flyer: “Political Party/100% Pro-Gun Rights?”

S

Why Government Doesn’t Work book

Libertarianism In One Lesson book
America’s Libertarian Heritage booklet

Fact Sheets: LP histary/bibliography (package)
1995 LP Program
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World's Smallest Political Quiz

M Yard Signs
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/Vote Libertarian

B Bumper Stickers

Don't Blame Me...| Voted Libertarian

I'm Pro-Choice on Everything!

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Vote Libertarian/1-800-682-1776
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Don't Blame Me, | Voted Libertarian
VOTE LIBERTARIAN/800-682-1776
Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything

2
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B Miscellaneous Items
Sheets of LP stickers (24 per sheet)

Lined windbreaker. Circle one: M L XL
“Liberty” Teddy Bear g

wa s

vty

M Tools for Campaigning 1

__ \ibertarian TV Ads Video
Statue of Liberty logo master )
__+ LPStatue of Liberty logo on 3-1/2" PC disk
_ Newsprint ads: “Libertarian Party — Defenders
of Liberty" set of seven

* M Large & Small Banners

Large: “LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (18°h x 5'w)
Please check preferred second line:
Q0 Defenders of Liberty Q 1-800-682-1776

Small: “LIBERTARIAN PARTY” (12h x S'w)
I Total Due

Merchandise Total
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%
RUSH handling: Add $5 for same-day shipping 3

RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange §

§

Send to a Post Office Box: $5 extra §

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE §

[ ] Cash, check, or money order enclosed (No corporate checks!) §
[ ] Bill my Visa [ ] Bill my MasterCard p
<t # ‘

aitts

Signature

M Small Banner. (12" x 5'). White on blue. One line:
“Libertarian Party.” Cost: $25 each

M Large Banner. (18" x 5'). White on blue. First line
“Libertarian Party.” You choose second line: % “800-
682-1776" % “Defenders of Liberty.” Cost: $40 each

§ Street
N By mail... 2 City State Zio
By phone... The Libertarian Party .
. (202) 333-0008 Ext. 221 == 2600 Virginia Avenue, ¥ Occupation
..... - NW, Suite 100 §
(202) 3330072 by fax Washington, DC 20037 Employer
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THEISSUES

EDITOR'S NOTE: Each month, “The Issues” will highlight several Lib-
ertarian Party press releases. To get the complete text of all press
releases issued by the LP, send a message to “announce-
request@lp.org” with the word “subscribe” in the subject line.

Credit card machines for beggars plan: A joke?
he mayor of San Francisco is considering a plan to give por-
table credit card machines to panhandlers so they can ac-
cept hand-outs via an ATM or credit card — an idea that’s

SO preposterous it sounds like an April Fool’s joke, the Libertar-

ian Party said. But it’s not.

“The motto of the San Francisco city government seems to
be: American Express — don'’t leave the homeless without it,”
said Steve Dasbach, the party’s national director.

“It must be an April Fool’s Day joke, right? Unfortunately,
it’s not. The only fools are the politicians who are considering
this idea — and the joke will be on the taxpayers who would be
forced to pay for it.”

In late March, San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown said he is
considering a proposal that would give homeless beggars bat-
tery-powered machines to allow them to accept donations via
Visa, MasterCard, and American Express.

Mayor Brown said he liked the “innovative idea” because it
“empowers homeless people to take responsible actions.”

But Dasbach countered, “Homelessness is not caused by a
lack of credit cards. It’s caused by a lack of opportunity that
discourages initiative — and by an excess of failed government
programs that encourage dependency.”

South Carolina launches "War on Urine”
proposed law in South Carolina that would make it a crime

Ato buy or sell urine — yes, urine — shows just how ridicu-
lous the War on Drugs has become, the LP said.

“Politicians have finally figured out the #1 problem in the
country: The, ahem, yellow market in illegal urine,” said the
party’s director of communications, Bill Winter.

The bill, introduced by State Senator David Thomas (R-
Greenville), makes it a felony punishable by five years in jail to
buy or sell human urine “with intent to defraud a drug screen-
ing test.” Thomas argued that the bill is necessary because “the
safety of the public is at stake here.”

Winter, however, suggested that “the sanity of the politi-
cians” is at stake here.

“When you think the politicians can’t get any more prepos-
terous, they launch a War on Urine,” he said. “Foolish propos-
als like this are making states the lavatories of democracy.”

Bathroom humor aside, Winter said the bill demonstrates a
serious point: That every government program or law eventu-
ally requires another program or law to try to make it work.

“But who would have guessed that the War on Drugs would
one day lead to the War on Urine?” he asked.

Libertarians get bad buzz from vibrator law
judge should strike down an Alabama law that bans the
Asale of vibrators and other sex toys, the Libertarian Party
said — because America doesn’t need politicians deciding
“which kinds of orgasms are government approved.”

“This law is giving us bad vibrations,” said Bill Winter. “The
government has no business interfering in any private, consen-
sual sexual activity between one person.”

What's the buzz here? A court in Alabama is weighing a
state law that prohibits the sale of sex toys — and makes the
“crime” punishable by a $10,000 fine and one year in jail.

A lawsuit to overturn it was filed by a group of women, in-
cluding the owner of an “adult” shop in Huntsville and a “Jane
Doe,” who said she uses a doctor-recommended vibrator to over-
come sexual dysfunction.

Libertarians say their advice to the judge is clear: It’s time to
give a Big No to politicians who try to regulate the Big O.

“Call off the vibrator police,” urged Winter. “If there is any
area of life that should be strictly off-limits to politicians, it
should be people’s bedrooms. Quite simply, there is no excuse
for these kinds of invasive, offensive, puritanical laws.”

Success '39 heads to Michigan
and California (twice) in May

Seminars set for Detroit, Anaheim, & San Jose

s Success '99 prepares to

shift back into high gear

with three events in Michi-
gan and California in May, activ-
ist “success stories” are already
beginning to emerge from the
first round of graduates, LP Na-
tional Director Steve Dasbach an-
nounced.

“I expect the Libertarians
who attend our Success ‘99
events in May — or any of the
seminars that follow — will gain
as much immediate value as did
the people who attended events
in January-March,” he said.

South Carolina LP member
Bill Woolsey — who attended the
March 21-22 Success ‘99 event in
Columbia —said he used his
seminar training to give a more
effective presentation at a local
public hearing on a proposed
land use plan in late March.

“I was ready”

“After my fine training at
Success '99, I was ready,” said
Woolsey, who structured his
comments with a “hook” to grab
attention, followed by the body
of his argument, and then a sum-
mary — exactly as he learned in
Success '99’s “Short Answers to
Tough Questions” section.

“Our goal in Success '99 is to
give LP activists political skills
they can put to use immedi-
ately,” said Dasbach. “Like Mr.
Woolsey, you will be able to walk
out of these seminars able to do
a better job spreading the Liber-
tarian message.”

Success '99 seminars in May
include:

B May 1-2 at the Ramada
Inn, Southfield, Michigan. Pre-
senters include Steve Dasbach
(LP National Director), Dr. Mary
Ruwart (author of Healing Our
World), and Michael Cloud (1998
Nevada U.S. Senate candidate).

B May 15-16 at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel, San Jose, California.
Presenters include Dasbach, Ron
Crickenberger (LP Political Direc-
tor), and David Bergland (LP
National Chairman).

B May 22-23 at the Marriott
Hotel, Anaheim, California. Pre-
senters include Crickenberger,
Bergland, and Bill Winter (LP
Director of Communications).

Bulk Rates For. ..

A Liberty Primer

Beginner’s Introduction
1-4 5 10 25
$6.95.. $34 $64.50 $102
SIL, PO Box 10224, Rochester NY 14610

In June, Success '99 events
will be conducted in New York
(June 5-6), San Antonio, Texas
(June 12-13), and Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania (June 26-27).

Success ‘99 is an intensive,
two-day series of workshops that
teaches the basics of building ef-
fective LP organizations, com-
municating LP ideas, and run-
ning successful LP campaigns.

Each event consists of 12
hours of workshops, conducted
all day Saturday and on Sunday
morning. The registration fee for
the seminar is $79, and includes
a Saturday lunch.

For a list of upcoming Suc-
cess ‘99 events — or to register
— see the advertisement on page
S of this issue of LP News.

B LNC member Ken Bisson
gives a talk on temperament
types — and how they can in-
fluence LP outreach — at the
Success ‘99 in Columbia, South
Carolina on March 20, 1999.

7
S

Name

From the author of Healing Our World. ..
Short Answers

Tough Questions

Inspired by Dr. Ruwart’s Internet
column at the Advocates Web Site (www.self-gov.org)

Score a libertarian victory with the voters,
press, friends, and family by explaining how liberty
works — in 30 to 60 seconds!

Topics include: Roads, restitution, children’s
rights, environment, animal rights, national defense,
drugs, gun control, assisted suicide, discrimination,
abortion, poverty, education, and more!

Written by long-time libertarian activist, Dr.
Mary J. Ruwart, veteran of two dozen campaigns!
Dr. Ruwart has Been a contender for the LP
vice-presidential and presidential nomination,
has served on the Platform Committee, and is a
National Committee Member At Large.

Unconditionally guaranteed!

Yes! Please rush me Short Answers to the Tough
Questions. QI enclose $12 plus $2 (S&H) (Total =
Or: I'll pay by U4 Visa (1 Mastercard

to the

$14).

Address

City/State/Zip

Acct. #

Expires:

Signature (for credit card):

Mail to: SunStar Press, PO Box 50342, Kalamazoo, MI 49005
Telephone: 1-616-384-8751




Dilbert: Libertarian?

Continued from Page 3

doesn’t talk about government.
Second, he makes [people] laugh
so hard they forget what he just
said.”

But Adams’ libertarianism is
obvious, writes Lott, because he
“has a low view of human na-
ture, a tolerance for downsizing,
a hatred of stupid pointless bu-
reaucracy, and a very good un-
derstanding of economics and
tradeoffs. He doesn’t write about
government much, but when he
does, he is entirely dismissive.

“This may not add up to
party loyalty or even a political
philosophy, but it does add up
to a point of view. And that view
is libertarian.”

As evidence, Lott points to
one of Adams’ books, where the
cartoonist rejects the corporate-
downsizing-is-evil argument by
having Dogbert wonder about
the “alternative” to such
downsizing.

“Does [the alternative] start
with a ‘C’ and end with the fall
of the Iron Curtain?” asks
Dogbert. 4

Lott also lists the “Productiv-
ity Thwarting Activities” that
Adams mocks in the comic strip:
“Mandatory dress code (mimics
government). Mandatory safety
training (caused by govern-
ment). Mandatory sexual harass-
ment training (caused by . . .).
Mandatory diversity training
(caused by . . .).” And so on.

Not mean enough
When his turn comes,
" Burlingame fights back valiantly,
arguing that Dilbert is actually a
“left-wing, pro-labor cartoon.”
He also rejects Lott’s definition
of a libertarian, writing: “I have
my own definition of a libertar-
ian, which is a person who does
not think the Republican Party
is mean enough.”

He also quotes a Dilbert
book, in which Adams wrote that
capitalism is “a great subject for
humor because it creates losers
more often than winners.”

Nonsense, counters Lott:
“Adams loves capitalism and
thus devotes much time and
space to criticizing its sillier and
more egregious mistakes. He

does so not to promote govern-
ment action, but to correct the
sometimes errant system which,
again, he loves. He doesn’t waste
his time on government because,

quite simply, he doesn’t want to
be bothered with something that
doesn’t interest him.”

Even Adams’ criticisms of
business, writes Lott, are based
on the fact that “it is often too
much like government” — prov-
ing that he “is a libertarian in any
meaningful sense of the word.”

After pondering both sides
— and “based on the persuasive-
ness of their arguments and not
the truth behind them”

Adams rendered his verdict: “The
winner is: Jeremy Lott.”

But not so fast. Adams then
noted: “In my view, Mr. Lott won
the debate by cleverly creating a
definition of libertarianism so
inclusive that almost everyone
on earth would be a member.”

He doesn’t say

So is Adams really a libertar-
ian? In the end, he doesn’t say.

However, he did also write:
“The only thing I'm sure of is
that my political philosophy
doesn’t have a label and it's un-
likely to attract enough people
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to hold a caucus.”

But he did dangle some ad-
ditional clues: “I think most lib-
erals are well-meaning people
whose belief in the goodness of
human beings causes them to
favor policies that would doom
the planet to annihilation in the
long run. I think most conserva-
tives are mean, selfish, hypocriti-
cal people who have annoyingly
effective ideas sometimes and
nutty ideas other times.”

Hmmmm . .. Adams doesn’t
like liberals or conservatives?

Sounds like a libertarian,
doesn’t he?

ThE Hun fand VIDED LIBRARY "

AR 101 AYN RAND AT UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

A mini course in Objectivism.
(Digitally remastered soundtrack) 29 min. B/W.

AR 301 TOM SNYDER INTERVIEWS AYN RAND

Warm and personal - one on one interview. 28 min. Color.

AR 401 MIKE WALLACE INTERVIEWS AYN RAND

AR 502 WE THE LIVING

AR 503 LOVE LETTERS

144 min. color

nominated Documentary.

Autographed by the Director

Unsigned

‘Wallace’s relentless and hard nosed but fair interrogation of
Rand is superb. Shot on 16mm film in 1959, the extraordinary
closeups of Rand help make this a television classic. 30 min. B/W

AR 501 THE FOUNTAINHEAD

Classic 1949 Film of Ayn Rand’s best selling novel. Starring Patricia
Neal and Gary Cooper who gives an outstanding performance as
uncompromising architect Howard Roarke. 114 min. B/W

Unauthorized Italian version of Rand’s novel. Winner of
Voipe Cup at 1942 Venice Film Festival. Seized by Fascists,
it was finally released in the US in 1988.

\\1/

Ayn Rand wrote the screenplay of this excellent 1945 ~— NEWI(
film starring Joseph Cotton and Jennifer Jones, who
received an Oscar nomination for her performance. It is
an outstanding example of Rand’s principles of aesthetics
(see her book The Romantic manifesto) in action. (B&W 105 min.)

AR 801 SENSE OF LIFE  L:8J¢S

Outstanding companion coffee table book to the Academy
Award nominated film. Contains photos and information
not covered in the movie. Beautifully produced.

AR 802 SENSE OF LIFE Rj{1Y3Y

Extraordinary 1998 Academy Award Nominee for best
documentary, it enjoyed a successful theatrical release
before video release. Easily the definitive film about Rand’s
life. Well researched, beautifully shot.

(188 pages)

\\1

AR 803 SENSE OF LIFE [EIQYNIITIMY NEWI/

Outstanding score from the Academy

///\

AR 901 SENSE OF LIFE [f*R1f31] (27" by 40")

AR 902 SENSE OF LIFE B3 (27" by 40")

$24.95
Reg. $29.95

$26.95
Reg. $31.95

$29.95

TS201 $24.9

$29.95

$69.95

$29.95

TSI0I $19.95

$35.00

TIM SLAGLE’S

New masterpiece
of political satire:
“Nation of Criminals”.

Only the Bill of Rights is sacred
to Slagle. His bear trap logic
hilariously clamps down on the
Politically Correct, and his rapier
wit skewers their Sacred Cows.
In “Nation of Criminals”, Slagle
roasts global warming, Bill Clinton,
the War on Drugs, Safety Regula-
tions, and serves up much more!
His shocking and outrageous
defense of free speech, complete
with flag burning is destined to
become a classic moment of
political satire.

“Provocative and damn
funny”
Twin Cities Review

“AWAKE"

by Tim Slagle

First video from Tim Slagle, the
“libertarian Lenny Bruce,” and
positively the best libertarian
stand up comic in the country.
Brilliant and hilarious, Slagle’s
spirited and original political
satire cuts to the bone.

45 min. B/W

$72.00
Reg. $80.00

$17.95

WI0I $24.95

$25.00

WACO:
THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

1998 Academy Award
Nominated Documentary
Explosive expose about the Waco
slaughter with serious information

not reported by mainstream
media.. An astonishing document
about abuse of government
power.A must see program for
every American.

136 min. Color

$15.00
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books (paperback) plus an ever
increasing selection of other books
geared toward political, personal
and spiritual freedom. Catalogue
free on request (by mail or fox).

carry most of Rand's

www.getwhatyoupayfor.com

Call Toll Free (888) 557-6353
or FAX: (818) 557-0902

or e-mail: nofreelunch@loop.com

Send Payment to:

No Free Lunch Distributors
2219 West. Olive Avenue Suite #218
Burbank, California 91506

(California residents please add 8.25% sales tax)
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THEFORUM
Y2K: Are the prophets of doom pight?

Or will “thoughtful

he “Millennium Bug,” or the

Y2K (Year 2000) computer

problem, has become a sub-
ject of conversation for just
about everyone in the U.S., es-
pecially Libertarians.

In a nutshell, the problem
stems from many computers
having been programmed to
think that all years are 19-some-
thing. This won’t be true in just
a few short months, and the po-
tential for catastrophic failures of
vast computer systems in tele-
phony, electric utilities, govern-
ment, and business is genuine.
In the worst-case scenarios,
people are predicting a complete
collapse of large businesses and
national governments, wide-
spread social unrest, and chaos.

Libertarians were among the
first to jump on the “Y2K — The
Sky Is Falling” bandwagon. It's
easy to understand; Libertarians
typically don’t think the state
can do anything right, so the
notion that the federal govern-
ment might soon be completely
paralyzed due to its own incom-
petence seems quite plausible.

While this might not cause
many Libertarians to shed a tear,

plans” be enough?

some fear that
Uncle Sam
will resort to
martial law. If
declared early enough, this could
— shudder — keep Slick Willie
in office after his second term is

By Don

‘over. Less apocalyptic, but per-

haps more likely, is the prospect
of local governments using Y2K
as an excuse to run up debt and
taxes, increase police forces, ob-
tain military equipment for “riot
control,” etc.

Economic slowdown

It may be that the optimists
on the issue are right, and noth-
ing worse is in the offing than a
bit of economic slow-down, due
to companies having to spend re-
sources on computer repairs in-
stead of production.

But it isn’t necessary for Y2K
to get as bad as the prophets of
doom predict, in order for gov-
ernments to seize upon it as an
excuse. It is enough that people
fear the Millennium Bug.

Never has the state found a
greater tool for “herding the
masses” than widespread fear
among the people.

This is the greatest danger
Y2K poses. Yes, it looks doubtful
that all the power companies will
be ready. Yes, it looks doubtful
that all the government agencies
will be ready on time — even the
military. Yes, people who
work for compa-
nies that do not
achieve Y2K-com-
pliance in time
may be out of a job.
Yes, people who
bank with non-Y2K-
compliant financial
institutions may lose
access to their money.

But whether or not
these things happen,
people are aware of such
possibilities, and this
frightens them — while
the statist politicians are -
salivating at the chance to
whip this fear into a new as-
sault on freedom.

What can be done?

The first thing Libertarians
can do, as much as we enjoy en-
visioning the downfall of na-
tion-states the globe over, is to
stop adding to the fear!

Sure, it’s reasonable to coun-
sel people to check and see what
their employers, banks, and oth-

ers they depend on are doing to
prepare for Y2K. But to stir up
fear with stories of coming chaos
only plays into the hands of
those with an

interest
in ruling. If people

have the resources, you can
even counsel them to stock up
on useful commodities with high
resale values (for example, the

three Gs: Gold, Guns, Genera-

- tors), but frightening people into

buying emergency equipment
they may not use only makes
things worse.

Even I, who wrote a novel in
which society comes unraveled
due to Y2K problems, am quick
to point out to people that I
don’t necessarily believe things
will go as depicted in the book.

No one knows

The truth is that no one
knows for certain what will hap-
pen. Neither the “end of the
world” nor the “nothing is go-
ing to happen” extremes can be
dismissed completely. However,
it is far more likely that whatever
happens can be handled success-
fully by people who ‘make rea-
sonable preparations.

People should be encour-
aged to make thoughtful plans,
not stampeded into unwise de-
cisions that could strengthen the
hand of the statists.

Libertarians should remem-

ber: The price of freedom is eter-
nal vigilance. We are used to
thinking of that vigilance in
regard to the actions of those
who would rule, but they
cannot do so without the
sanction of théir victims.

We must also be eter-

nally vigilant of ourselves,
lest our own actions cre-
ate the very sanction the
politicians crave.

W Editor’s Note: Don L. Tiggre
is a freelance political analyst and
writer whose first novel, Y2K: The
Millennium Bug, is available at
Amazon.com. For more details, see
http://www.allwest.net/ralston/.

Why most

here is good news and bad

news regarding the Y2K

computer problem.

The good news: Civilization
isn’t going to collapse in the year
2000.

The bad news: I don’t know
where you can unload all the
coins and food storage you've
acquired.

Some companies and some
government agencies will have
problems on January 1, 2000 —
when some of their computers
think it’s January 1, 1900. But
most companies will have no
major problems, and life will go
on largely undisturbed.

Inconveniences

For most of us, the problems
.of January 2000 will be smaller
than inconveniences we already
endure — such as the power fail-
ures from government-sheltered
electric companies when we
need air conditioning in the

mericans will hardly even notice

summer OoOr

heat in the & i
winter.
The Y2K

problem has
been exagger-
ated by people
who don’t un-

derstand com- Y
puters, and by

computer ex- By HaI‘I‘y
perts  who Browne

don’t under-
stand how the free market works.

Many large companies do
need to upgrade old computer
systems. Changing a computer
system is a formidable task. But
so is moving into a new factory,
changing a product line, or deal-
ing with new regulations. Com-
panies deal with such problems
as they arise, and one way or
another they usually solve thém.

The Y2K problem seemed
uniquely dangerous because mil-
lions of companies have to deal

with it at the same time. Hun-
dreds of thousands of COBOL
programmers would have to be
found, it was claimed — to ex-
amine old programs, change ev-
ery date, and test the corrections.
But, in truth, a widespread prob-
lem is easier to handle, because
it offers bigger profits to people
who can devise solutions.

So now there are products
like Revolve, Restore 2000,
Milligration, and dozens more —
computer programs that go
through old programs, fix the
date problems, and test the re-
sults. These automated solutions
eliminate the need for thousands
of programmers.

The Internet flourished in a
similar, unpredictable way. If in
1994 someone had said there
would be millions of World Wide
Web sites in 1999, you might
have assumed he didn’t under-
stand computers. Websites are
written in a complicated com-

puter language called HTML.
Where are the hundreds of thou-
sands of HTML writers necessary
to build millions of sites?

But companies came forward
with software programs that en-
able people to build websites
without understanding HTML.
Other programs help specialists
to produce the more sophisti-
cated, animated, interactive sites.
The result is that we do have mil-
lions of websites after all.

Freest in America

Websites abound and Y2K is
being handled because the com-
puter industry is the freest in
America — providing computers
thousands of times faster than
those of 1985, while selling at a
fraction of 1985 prices.

Of course, if the Justice De-
partment defeats Microsoft in its

antitrust lawsuit, we may soon -

have a Federal Computer Agency
that delays new products for

years — until it satisfies itself that
the products are safe, effective,
and non-monopolistic. Then
computers and software will be-
come continually more expen-
sive — just like a hospital stay or
health insurance.

On the other hand, suppose
the medical industry were as free
and innovative as the libertarian
world of computers and Internet
websites — released from govern-
ment mandates and red tape.
Imagine hospital stays costing,
say, $300 a day, wonder drugs for
50 cents a pill, family health in-
surance for maybe $500 a year.

Does that sound too good to
be true? Freedom always does.

But somehow — in ways we
can never foresee — it always
delivers the goods.

B Editor’s note: Harry Browne
was the 1996 LP presidential can-
didate. Many of his articles are on-
line at: www.HarryBrowne2000.org.
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existing ordinance, but I held my
votes, so he gave up,” he said.
“Everyone voted with me, so it
became a unanimous decision.”

Was all that work worth it,
just to repeal one small law? You
bet, said Collins.

“It was fun to repeal a law,
even if it was such a small one,”
he said. Plus, “Now you can get
a cab if you need one.”

Flush from his taxi cab vic-

tory, Collins then turned his at-
tention to the city’s fortune-teller
law, which mandated “that no
one may pretend to predict the
future for profit unless they are
a licensed minister.”

It was silly
For Collins, the law wasn’t
just unnecessary — it was silly.
“I view fortune-telling as
entertainment,” he said. “In my
opinion, there is no difference in

banning fortune-telling or music
concerts; each of us chooses the
things that we find entertaining.
It is not up to the City Council
to tell us which ones are OK and
which ones are wrong.”

When presented in that
light, his fellow Council mem-
bers agreed — and on April §
voted to repeal the law.

With several accomplish-
ments under his belt, and with
the perspective of 16 months on
the Council, how does Collins
view his tenure so far?

“It's more interesting than I
thought it would be, but it takes

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
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Fred Golling on the job

FRED COLLINS:
“I understand
the system, [so]
I feel satisfied

with my progress.”

more time than I thought it
would,” he said. “Now that I
truly understand the system I feel
satisfied with my progress — but

for a while, I felt like I would
never get anywhere.”
Although he can still be-
come frustrated by the “status-
quo” attitudes of the other
Council members, Collins said
he has established a good work-
ing relationship with them.
“It’s less confrontational
[than expected]; I get along well
with most members of the coun-
cil. I think they always listen to
my ideas and give them a fair
hearing,” he said. “I think that
they accept me as a concerned
community activist who wants
to do the right thing for the city.”

Need Funding?

We provide unlimited business credit lines
using only accounts receivable for collateral.

No financials. Immediate Funding.
Bad credit or no credit is OK.

Call Toll-Free
877-FOR-TVFS (367-8837)
or visit
http://www.tvfs.com

Time-Value Financial Services, L.L.C.

A Libertarian-Owned Company

How Many Tries Before Callers Go Elsewhere?

publishes the quarterly Prometheus of reviews/news, arranges Worldcon award ceremonies, and

provides fellowship for libertarian SF fans. Basic members ($20/year) nominate and vote on
Hall classics and nominate Prometheus novels. Subscriptions only: $15/year. (Overseas: $20/year.)
Sample back issues: ($3, 2/85, 3/$6). For free info, sample back issues, or free catalog (books, tapes, buttons,
stickers, T-shirts), write: LFS, Victoria Varga (vvarga@compuserve.com), 89 Gebhardt, Penfield NY 14526.

We know you share our love of liberty.

If you also like science fiction and fantasy, and dream of living
in a free future, join the LIBERTARIAN FUTURIST SOCIETY
and help sustain the Prometheus Award and Hall of Fame!

ounded in 1982 and recently reorganized, the LES sponsors awards for pro-freedom fiction,
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The hit song performed at THREE National
Libertarian Conventions is now available on
CD, performed by its composer Libertarian
activist and singer-songwriter Imad-ad-Dean
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Love and Liberty” (most recorded in concert).
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Lihertarianism 101
for new LP membenrs

ew Libertarian Party members, by the thousands,

everywhere! Members on board for years (count me in

that group) wonder about this. Will our party change?

Are the new people different from the long-timers?
Are they really committed to libertarian principles? Might
disaffected Democrats and Republicans take us over and make
our party as bad as those they left? Nothing like a little para-
noia to generate some productive brainstorming.

To long-time activists, I say: Fear not. Remember that
each of us formerly believed much of the nonsense taught in
public schools. Then you discovered libertarian ideas — per-
haps free market, perhaps civil liberties — or a writer like Ayn
Rand. Perhaps you heard a party candidate, like Ed Clark in
1980 or Harry Browne in 1996. So you joined the party.

But, you didn’t buy the whole package. You had reserva-
tions about some “hard-core” libertarian positions: Ending the
drug war, gun rights, immigration, taxes, medical licensing, etc.
You spent some time studying these issues, discussing them
with other libertarians, uncovering fallacies ;
in statist arguments. (The tough one for me
was “free market money.” How could any-
one but the government establish money?)
In the end, we all became more libertarian,
not less.

That process proves the power of
libertarianism. People who join the
party become more libertarian. The Party of
Principle has not, and will not, become di-
luted by growing.

But, it’s a legitimate concern. We must
remain the Libertarian Party, working for
everyone’s liberty, on every issue, every day.

So, to new members, I say: Take advan-
tage of the wealth of knowledge available
in libertarian literature, but even more, from discussions with
old-timers who have experience as candidates and party lead-
ers. Their time on the front lines, making the case for liberty,
has taught them a lot. Learn from these experts.

With that in mind, consider the most basic ques-
tion put to libertarians: What is libertarianism? Here are
four short answers, all different, all true.

1) Libertarians cherish the American heritage of liberty,
personal responsibility, and respect for the rights of others.
Those ideas made it possible for Americans to build a society
of abundance and opportunity for anyone willing to make the
effort. Libertarians recognize the responsibility to preserve
this precious heritage for our children and grandchildren.

2) Libertarians believe that you deserve to live a free and
independent life. We want a system which encourages all
people to choose what they want from life; a system that lets
them live, love, work, play, and dream their own way, with
whom they wish, accepting whatever consequences come.

3) The libertarian way is a people-centered approach to
politics. We believe each individual is unique. We want a system
which encourages all of us to discover the best within our-
selves. We want a system that allows all of us to realize our
full potential; a system that encourages and rewards harmoni-

_ous relationships among all people.

4) The libertarian way is a logically consistent approach
to politics based on the moral principle of self ownership. All
libertarian positions on political issues are consistent with the
idea that each individual has the right to control his or her
own body, action, speech, and property.

For new LP members, consider this “Libertarianism 101” —
from an “long-timer” who is delighted to welcome you aboard.

By David
Bergland, LP
National Chair

How government licensing laws
can protect consumenrs to death

EDITOR'S NOTE: How can Libertari-
anism solve America’s problems?
Each issue, LP News will showcase
how “Libertarian Solutions” — or
interim steps in a libertarian direc-
tion—can help improve our nation.

By Mary J. Ruwart, Ph.D

ow would the consumer
be protected without li-
censing laws? Without
the FDA, who will keep
greedy corporations from poi-
soning people for easy profits?
Without government-mandated
product recalls, who will make
corporations repair their defec-
tive products? Who will test the
water to make sure it is pure?

Do government licensing
laws really protect us from un-
scrupulous business people? Sur-
prisingly, Sidney Carroll and
Robert Gaston found that licens-
ing laws actually hurt us. They
found that states with the most
rigorous licensing laws for elec-
tricians, dentists, and optom-
etrists have the greatest inci-
dence of accidental electrocu-
tions, poor dental hygiene, and
blindness respectively!

How do licensing laws hurt
the very consumers that they
were designed to protect? Appar-
ently, as requirements go up,
fewer practitioners are able to
obtain licenses, so they charge
more for their services and make
consumers wait for service. More
people are tempted to risk their
health by making their own elec-
trical repairs, skipping their eye
check-ups, and delaying visits to
their dentists. Licensing lowers
the amount of quality service
that is actually delivered — es-
pecially to the poor.

If licensing laws hurt more
than they help, can the market-
place do better? The answer is a
resounding “Yes!” Voluntary cer-
tification does what compulsory
government licensing can not.

Not compulsory

Certification is a “Seal of
Approval,” usually given by a
professional association or inde-
pendent laboratory to qualified
products or service providers.
The “UL” symbol found on elec-
trical appliances is the certifica-
tion from Underwriters Labora-
tories. Unlike licensing, certifica-
tion is voluntary, not compul-
sory. Although electronics manu-
facturers are not required by law
to get UL certification, retailers
prefer to carry only products that
meet the UL standard.

Carroll and Gaston noted

LIBERTARIAN

Solutions

that “certification [voluntary li-
censing] seems to increase the
number of licenses compared to
both no licensing and compul-
sory licensing.” By increasing the
number of service providers, cer-
tification decreases costs and in-
creases the amount of quality
service delivered. Certification
gives consumers guidelines, but
unlike licensing, leaves the final

-
QUESTION:
Without medical
licenses and FDA
drug testing, how
will patients be
protected?

choice in their hands.

This freedom of choice can
become critical in life-threaten-
ing situations. For example, the
FDA currently sets such high
standards for approval that the
average drug takes 12 years and
$300 million to develop. During
that time, terminally ill patients
are forbidden, by law, to try new
therapies that might be under
development. Even if they are
lucky enough to be enrolled in a
test study, they may get a placebo

Libertarian
Online Guide

Libertarian Party:
http://www.LP.org/
Libertarian Party News:
http://www.LP.org/lpn/

instead of an active drug.

The FDA's tardy approval of
propranolol, the first beta
blocker for heart disease, need-

lessly killed an estimated 30,000

Americans during the three years
it was available in Europe. The
FDA probably killed more
people, by delaying this single
drug, than it saved during its
entire existence. Licensing laws
are a cure worse than the disease.

Because of FDA "licensing”
regulations, black market chem-
ists do a brisk business supply-
ing AIDS and cancer victims with
underground versions of new,
but unapproved, drugs. Certifi-
cation is the more compassion-
ate approach and doesn’t make
criminals of people fighting for
their lives.

An informed choice

Professional pharmaceutical
organizations, or even the FDA
itself, could certify drugs as “un-
tested,” “safe in animal testing,”
“effective in humans,” etc. Con-
sumers, with the help of trusted
medical professionals, could
make an informed choice that
took into account their personal
situation.

Indeed, before the FDA be-
came so pervasive, the American
Medical Association and Con-
sumers Research tested new
drugs themselves and gave good
ones their “Seal of Approval.”
The FDA, on the other hand,
does no drug testing at all, but
simply mandates that the drug
companies do it. Third-party
testing by multiple certifying or-
ganizations would be much
more objective. Greedy corpora-
tions intent on defrauding con-
sumers wouldn’t be able to fal-
sify data, as they are sometimes
accused of doing today.

Medications without any
certification data at all would
likely be shunned by many phy-
sicians and patients, effectively
putting bogus companies out of
business.

Iron-clad guarantee

Of course, certification is not
an iron-clad guarantee. Testing
cannot always predict the side
effects of drugs nor can it predict
every mechanical vulnerability.
When defects do become appar-
ent, however, the certification
rating of a product is likely to be
downgraded.

To prevent losing customers,
smart businesses will correct the
defect through a recall or other
suitable means so that their cer-

See LIGENSING LAWS Page 21




Waste your vote?

I have often pondered (as did
Michael Cloud: “Why Vote Lib-
ertarian? The Lottery Lesson,”
April 1999) as to what is the best
way to respond to people who
say they don’t want to “waste
their vote on a Libertarian.”

When people tell me that
they don’t want to waste their
vote on a candidate who can't
win, I point out that this logic
could be used to conclude that a
vote for any candidate is wasted.
Unless the total vote count re-
sults in an exact tie, any vote is
wasted because it will accom-
plish nothing. Only if the vot-
ing results in a perfect tie would
a single vote have any signifi-
cance, because only then would
it be the deciding vote.

I also like to point out to
people that a vote for a Libertar-
ian is actually far more signifi-
cant than a vote for any Repub-
locrat. With Libertarian candi-
dates, every vote counts. With
Republocrats, a vote is just an
insignificant part of a huge pile.

Finally, the goal of voting is
not just to get someone elected.
A vote for a Libertarian candidate
can provide significant benefits
even if the candidate is not
elected: It helps to get news cov-
erage, it helps convince other
people to take a look at the Lib-
ertarian Party, and it helps dem-
onstrate to elected Republocrats
that there are lots of people who

consider their freedom impor-,

tant. When [ vote for a Libertar-
ian candidate I like to think I am
helping to get a Libertarian

“A VOTE FOR A
Libertarian is
more significant
than a vote for
any Republocrat.”

elected in the next election.

Finally, I don'’t care for the
“lottery” argument. Even if the
risk is small and the potential
reward is great, people are better
off when they calculate the odds
and act on the probabilities, not
just the possibilities.

The lottery practically guar-
antees that a person will lose
money, and I would advise
people to avoid it. Voting Liber-
tarian however, makes sense no
matter how you cut it.

— GARY MULTER
Boston, Massachusetts

A catchy gimmick

I just finished reading
Michael Cloud’s “Lottery Les-
son” article [LP News, April
1999]. I am so sick of the “wasted

THE

Concise Guide
to Economics

The Advocates
Laissez Faire Books
Amazon.com

vote” argument that I want to
scream, and although Cloud has
a catchy gimmick, he missed the
main point.

I may be “wasting” my vote
when [ cast it for a Libertarian
candidate, but what’s the alter-
native? When I vote for a Liber-
tarian, at least I'm expressing my
dissatisfaction with big govern-
ment so the other parties can
hear me. If I don’t vote, I've re-
ally wasted my vote. If I vote for
a dishonest socialist candidate,
I've done something worse than
waste my vote: I have supported
something bad; I have caused
harm.

With those kinds of alterna-
tives, I intend to keep “wasting”
my votes on Libertarian candi-
dates whenever possible.

— CASSANDRA D. HOCUTT
Atlanta, Georgia

A better answer

Michael Cloud acknowl-
edged that his Lottery Lesson will
not convince everyone worried
about “throwing his vote away”
to vote Libertarian. I think it will
convince no one, because there
is no similiarity between the lot-
tery and an election. We'd bet-
ter find a better answer than that
suggested by Mr. Cloud.

It seems to me that a Liber-
tarian vote could be considered
“wasted” only if there is a very
close contest between candidates
of the two major parties, and the
preferred candidate loses. In any
event a Libertarian vote is not
wasted because it will help make
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A léw of our favorite things . ..

ho says Libertarians are crass materialists? Not

respondents to this month’s unscientific Pulse

question: An overwhelming percentage (70.8%)

gave non-financial reasons why they would pre-
fer to live in a Libertarian society.

That said, the single most popular response to this
month’s question —what will be the single best thing about
the coming Libertarian society (however you define it)? —
did involve money: 14% listed lower taxes or more money
in their pocket as the aspect they look forward to most.
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