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Jan. 2 Deadline
To run for office in November

2006 you must file an application  be-

fore  January 2, 2006. The form is

online at  www.sos .state.tx.us/elec-

tions/forms/index.shtml. It is the one

titled "Application for Nomination by

___ Convention of ____" .

For local office the form

should be sent to your County Chair. .

District or statewide races send your

application to State Chair Patrick

Dixon. Applications for the State Chair

can be mailed to P.O. Box 41059, Aus-

tin, TX 78704-0018. Applications may

be faxed to 512-233-0613. Contact Wes

Benedict with questions at Director

@lptexas, or 512-442-4910.

Director: Record Number of Candidates May File
At least 200 Texas Libertar-

ians should file for 2006 races this

month, says Executive Director Wes

Benedict, which he believes will be a

record for the Texas Party. With some

exceptions, most notably in 2004, the

trend each cycle is for filings to in-

crease. The average number of filers

in the 1980s was 25, until 1988 when

44 people filed. The average stayed at

about 40 until 1996 when it jumped to

64. In 2000, the Texas LP crossed the

100 line with 109 filers, hit 176 in

2002, but perhaps due to the petition

drive the 2004 total was only 77.

Wes attributes most of the in-

terest in the 2006 elections to the re-

cruitment letters, emails and phone

calls the staff has been making in re-

cent months. However, political events

such as the indictment of U.S. Repre-

sentative Tom Delay and that of a

Houston area Justice of the Peace also

brought out filers. Four individuals in-

terested in filing for Delay's race came

out to the Houston Candidate Event

December 3. Stan Norred of Texas City

in Galveston County filed on the spot

while the others decided to take appli-

cations and not make their plans pub-

lic at the time.

The Dec. 3, Houston area can-

didate event drew about 30 people from

Harris, Galveston, Brazoria  and Fort

Bend Counties. About 12 individuals

filed or planned to file for office. Of

those most planned to run for State

Representative or Congress. Despite

the overall increase in candidates, fil-

ing for local county races in Harris

appears to be down.

The Brazos County candidate

event, also held Dec. 3, was attended

by 26 people according to Chair Chris

Jagge. Of those three filed for office

including Karen Hall for County Com-

missioner Precinct 2 and Charles Sto-

ver for State Representative District 14.

The County sent press releases about

the event to local media and as a result

the event was covered by both local

television stations on the 10 p.m. news.

About $400 was raised for the local

party as well.

Sixteen candidates filed at the

Central Texas candidate event held

Dec. 4 in Austin. Among those was

Travis County Chair Rock Howard

who resigned as Chair in order to run

for a State Senate seat. Television me-

dia were also present at this event.

Candidate events are planned

for the Dallas and Lubbock areas on

Saturday, December 10. (See calendar

for times and locations.) Individuals

can also file without attending a meet-

ing by downloading an application

form and mailing it to your county or

state chair.

Easton Files for Special Election
Ben Easton has filed to run in

the January 17 Special Election for

State Representative District 48.

The election was called to re-

place Todd Baxter, who resigned to

become a lobbyist. The election is be-

ing held in January, so that the district

has a representative for the upcoming

legislative special session required by

recent court decisions on school fi-

nance.

Ben has been an active LP

candidate in the past running for State

Representative in 1992 and in 1998.

Ben, who is a teacher, at the time was

living in Houston. He has since moved

to western Travis County.

Since this is a special election

there will be no nominating conven-

tion. Individuals from any of the par-

ties with  ballot access may file by pay-

ing a fee. It looks like there will be one

Republican and at least two Democrats

in the race.

Ben's announcement was cov-

ered by News 8 in Austin on the 10

p.m. broadcast. His candidacy was also

mentioned in the Dec. 7 Austin Ameri-

can-Statesman. The Statesman reporter

wrote that "a Libertarian could take

enough votes to push a Republican into

a runoff with the top drawing Demo-

crat," making Ben a factor in the race

even without a win.
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Around the State:Activist Update
State Chair Patrick Dixon

reports that an Annual Report for 2005

is now available on the www.lptexas.

org website.

George Sqyures, Southwest
Region Representative to the Na-

tional Executive Committe, reports

that the LNC met in Baltimore, No-

vember 25.  According to George,

Shane Cory has put together an online

Libertarian Leadership School that is

in beta testing. The LNC has voted to

outsource the production of literature

and materials to Webb Garlinghouse

of National Electronic Type. He reports

that Emily Salvette has been appointed

National Credentials Committee Chair

and he will be the National Platform

Chair.

Fort Bend County Vice
Chair Guy McLendon has been ap-

pointed as  the Texas representative on

the National Platform Committee. "I'm

looking forward to doing some good

work on behalf of the LP membership

of Texas," he says. He will hear your

input at guy@mclendon.net or 832-

372-8131.

Fred Jones of Abilene will

announce his candidacy for U.S. Con-

gress District 19 at a  Lubbock candi-

date event December 10. Fred will be

introduced by  David Weller, who has

endorsed his candidacy. David is the

former Reform Party USA, Press Sec-

retary (2003-2005) and contributing

writer for VOID (Vote Out Incumbents

for Democracy).

"Getting the endorsement of

David is significant," said Jones "There

is a large base of disenchanted voter

out there who voted for Reform Party

candidates and those voters know there

is something deeply wrong with the

way our government is run by the two

major parties. I can appeal to those

former Reform Party voters."

Fred also has sent an email

flyer exposing the incumbent's big

government voting record. A

bumpersticker is in production that

uses the tagline "Fred Jones for Con-

gress, the REAL Conservative."  Fred

can be reached at fcjones007

@yahoo.com.

Smith County Chair Eric
Rathbone reports that the Tyler Morn-

ing News included coverage of the LP

in a story on the opening of candidate

filing. "The fact that they now include

us (and face it, we are barely a blip on

the radar screen here in East Texas) in

coverage is a major change," he said.

Texas Transportation Com-
mittee Chair Steve Ravet had a letter

printed in the Nov. 20 Austin Ameri-

can-Statesman. He wrote on the hid-

den costs of rail.

Ray Dittmar  of Houston sent

a letter to the Houston Chronicle View-

points Nov. 27. His letter thanked them

for editorials about how terrorism laws

erode our rights, but pointed out that

Texas passed an anti-terrorism law in

1997 called the Republic of Texas Lien

Release Law that suspends constitu-

tional due process here in Texas.

Alan Weiss, of Travis County,

a member of the Free State Project,

wrote "Turning New Hampshire into a

21st Century Powerhouse" for the Oc-

tober 30th edition of The Libertarian

Enterprise.

    "While economic freedom is a nec-

essary pre-condition for New Hamp-

shire to become a 21st Century Pow-

erhouse, it is not sufficient. To become

the Estonia, Hong Kong, or Switzer-

land of North America, the Free State

of New Hampshire will require a great

deal of other factors: capital,

brainpower, entrepreneurial spirit and

risk taking, and cultural tolerance," he

wrote.

Brad Clardy  was appointed

Chair for Lubbock County November

29. The county was unorganized. Brad

can be reached at electbradclardy

@yahoo.com.

Candidates are encouraged to

send campaign announcements, re-

quests for support or funds, position

papers, letters, photos, etc. for inclu-

sion in future LSL issues.



Name :________________________________ Address:_________________________City &

Zip______________

Phone (evenings):__________________Phone (day):_______________ Email:
_____________________________ County:__________________ Occupa-

tion:_______________________ Employer:__________________________

______ I can distribute Libertarian Party outreach materials.

______ I can hold or attend a meeting in my county.
______ I can design or host a website for a candidate or county party.

______ I will file to run for an office in 2006.

______ I am interested in being an appointed County Chair.

______ Enclosed is a one-time contribution to help reach our goals.
______ Monthly Pledge (please bill my credit card on a monthly basis.)

Amount:   ____$1,000_____$250______$100_____$50_____$30_____$10 _____Other

Please enclose a check or money order made payable to the Libertarian Party of Texas. (No corporate checks,
please.)

Or provide the following information to authorize billing to your credit card.

Name on card:_________________________ Signature:_____________________ ____

Visa _____Mastercard     _____American Express    ____Discover
Account number: ____________________  Expiration: (mm/yy)_________

Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, and occupation and name of employer for each

individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year. The Libertarian Party of Texas also submits finance

reports to the Texas Ethics Commission.

Yes, I will act today to promote Liberty in Texas!

Print this form and mail

to:
Libertarian Party

P.O. Box 41059

Austin, TX 78704

TX State LP Platform Committee Called to Action

Texas LP Platform Committee

Chair Kris Overstreet announces that

the committee is now actively exam-

ining proposed planks to the 2006 Plat-

form that will be considered at the State

Convention June 2006.

For the first time ever the

Texas LP Platform is a blank slate. At

the 2004 State Convention delegates

voted to have no "permanent platform"

and that all planks will expire at the

next convention. The expressed ratio-

nal was that this would make the plat-

form more relevant  to Texas and not

just a copy of the National Party Plat-

form. It was also argued that the

change would allow for a concise

document that candidates could use in

their campaigns.

"If you have an issue you want

addressed, it's up to you to address it,"

said Kris, "This is your chance. Send

in those proposals."

"Proposed planks should be

written in a style to indicate what Lib-

ertarians, once elected, will do in of-

fice. Rather than express lofty ideals,

propose practical actions and solutions.

Explicatory language- why we're go-

ing to do it- should be kept to an abso-

lute minimum or else proposed as an

amendment to the Statement of Prin-

ciples, which is where such language

belongs. Above all the platform should

be clear and simple- easy and quick to

read. Ideally, the platform should be a

tool for unifying the party."

Proposed planks can be sub-

mitted to Kris (redneck@wlpcomics.

com) or to any committee member.

Members are Jeff Daiell (jeffdaiell

@yahoo.com), Laura Coker-Garcia

(Laura@Libertyworks.org), Jon

Roland (jon.roland@constitution. org)

and Kevin Tunstall (kdtunstall@

houston.rr.com).

The committee is debating

several planks that address  abortion,

education, immigration and transpor-

tation. Votes are not set until June 1.

The final committee report will be or-

ganized in order of support and pre-

sented to the State Convention del-

egates.



 Events of Interest to Texas Libertarians
Dec. 10 (Sat.) Noon. State Libertarian Executive
Committee of Texas (SLECT) Meeting, El Chico Res-

taurant, 1111 N. Beckley Ave., Desoto. Contact State

Chair Patrick Dixon at Chair@lptexas.org for infor-

mation.

Dec. 10 (Sat.) 2 p.m. Lubbuck Area LP Candidates
Event, Godeke Library Meeting Room, 6601 Quaker.

Fred Jones will announce his candidacy for the 19th

Congressional race. For information contact David

DeLamar at thinkliberty@cox.net.

Dec. 10 (Sat.) 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Dallas Area LP Can-
didates Event, Abuelo's Mexican Food Embassy, 2520

S. Stemmons Fwy, Lewisville. Candidates should ar-

rive at 4 p.m. Contact Wes Benedict at

Director@lptexas.org for information.

Dec. 11 (Sun.)  Harris County LP Meeting, 9614

Oregano Circle, Houston. Contact Jeff Daiell at

jeffdaiell@yahoo.com.

Dec. 15 (Thur.) Bill of Rights Day!

Dec. 20 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Bexar County LP Meeting,
Speaker: Judge Oscar Kazen of the County Court at

Law #9 will give presentation on "We the People, We

the Jury." Unlimited Thought Bookstore, 5525 Blanco,

Suite 107.  Contact David Alter at davydoodle_

@hotmail.com.

Jan. 2 (Mon.) 6 p.m.*  Filing Ends for LP nomina-

tions for offices up for election in November 2006.

Secretary of State's office is reporting on their website

a 5 p.m. deadline for minor parties and a 6 p.m. dead-

line for Republicans and Democrats. Editor does not

have final determination at press time. Check with our

Executive Director about filing between 5 p.m. and 6

p.m. on the final day of filing.

Jan. 7 (Sat.) Noon Brazos County LP Meeting, C&J

BBQ, 1010 S. Texas Ave., Bryan.  For information con-

tact Chair Chris  Jagge at c_jagge@msn.com.

Jan. 9 (Mon.) Candidate Lists Due: State LP Chair

will deliver to county chairs list of statewide and dis-

trict candidates.

Jan. 12 (Thurs.)  Candidate Lists Due: LP Chairs

required to turn candidate lists in to local and state

election officials.

Jan. 14 (Sat.) 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. John Taylor Gatto's
speech "The Trapped Flea Principle and Other Weap-

ons of Mass Instruction," United Way Center, Hous-

ton. Gatto is a former NY State Teacher of the Year

and author of "The Underground History of American

Education," "Dumbing us Down," and "The Hidden

Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling,"  Tickets are

$15. Benefit for the Brazos Valley Sudbury School.

Call Mimi for information and to reserve your spot at

713-876-7705 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Jan. 17 (Tues.) Special Election Dist. 48, parts of

Travis County.  LP candidate Ben Easton has an-

nounced that he will run in this election.

Feb. 6 (Mon.) Last Day to Register to Vote for par-

ticipation in Precinct and County conventions.

March 7 (Tues.) 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Primary Election
Day.

March 14 (Tues.) Libertarian Party Precinct Con-
ventions. You must be a registered voter who has not

voted in the primary in order to participate. By rule all

participants are delegates to the County Convention.

Precinct Conventions also elect Precinct Chairs and

may pass resolutions for consideration a the County

Convention.

March 18 (Sat.) Libertarian Party County Conven-
tions. Conventions will elect County officers, nomi-

nate candidates for local office, and choose delegates

to the District and State Conventions.

March 25 (Sat.) Libertarian Party District Conven-
tions. Time and location is set by the Chairs for coun-

ties within the district. State Party Secretary will no-

tify Chairs of the need for a District Convention. These

Conventions will select the nominee for district of-

fices.

June 10 (Sat.) Libertarian Party State Convention.
Time and location not yet determined. Election of Party

officers, and District Representatives for the Execu-

tive Committee, consideration of rules and changes to

the Platform, nominations for statewide offices.


