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he 1990s are history. The future — the year 2000 — is here.

Technically, this isn’t the dawn of the new millennium

(that doesn’t happen until January 1, 2001) but it is a good

opportunity for Libertarians to pause for a moment and
reflect about what that future will bring.

In the. last issue of LP News, we reviewed the previous 10
years of the Libertarian Party, looking at the year-by-year politi-
cal highlights and milestones of the *90s.

In this issue, we turn our sights to the next 10 years. What
will the coming decade mean for the Libertarian Party? When
the history of the LP from 2000 to 2010 is someday written, what
will it say?

To answer that question, we turned to several dozen promi-
tors, LP candidates, past and present party officers and staff
members, and elected officials.

trends-projection software) and answer
ENEWS one of the three following questions:
-
AnaIVSIs milestong do you predict the Libertarian
Party will achieve within the next de-

B What will be the one most significant political issue of the
next decade that the Libertarian Party can capitalize on? Why?
Party implement to generate more political success over the next
decade? Why?
rate, but, in the meantime — as we prepare for the calendar to
flip over to 2000 — they provide a fascinating and multifaceted

nent LP members — State Chairs and state Executive Direc-
We asked them to fire up their crystal balls (or run their
W What one interesting or historic
“ cade? When will it happen, and why?
B What one strategic or tactical idea should the Libertarian
Here are their answers. Only time will tell if they are accu-
perspective on the “future history” of the Libertarian Party.

Issue: Keeping e-commerce tax free. Taxes is our best issue.
Computer/Web users are our best constituency. And promoting
the status quo will preempt the usual tactic of branding us and
our proposals as “radical.”

See LOOKING TO 2000 Page 10
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LP launches new campaign
against 'racist’ Regulation B

Proposal would make banks collect racial, ethnic information

he Libertarian Party has
joined a campaign to repeal
Regulation B — a new pro-
posal by the Federal Re-
serve Board that may force banks
to collect information about the
race, gender, and ethnic back-
ground of loan applicants.

Since launching the anti-
Regulation B campaign on No-
vember 17, party spokespeople
have appeared on 312 radio sta-
tions to warn Americans about the
proposal, and the party has set
up a special website link to give
activists anti-Regulation B lobby-
ing information.

Force the Feds

“We learned from the success
of the Know Your Customer cam-
paign that if you pick the proper
issue,- you can force the feds to
back down,” said LP Press Secre-
tary George Getz, who is coordi-
nating the effort. “We hope to stop

To Iobby against

Regulation B, visit:
www.lIp.org/Ip-reghb.htmi

Regulation B, too, since it is an-
other example of the government
using race to pit one group against
another.”

The growing campaign
against Regulation B has already
attracted the attention of the As-
sociated Press, earning the LP
national publicity on December 7.

In a story that appeared in
such newspapers as Newsday
(New York), the Tampa Bay Tri-
bune (Florida), and the Daily
News (New York), the AP noted
that the proposal has “drawn criti-
cism” from the Libertarian Party,
the Eagle Forum, and some Re-
publican senators.

Lobbying information about
Regulation B can be found via a

link on the party’s website:
www.lp.org/lp-regb.html. The link
includes more information about
the proposal, a fax number for the
Federal Reserve, and phone num-
bers for people to call their Con-
gressional representatives.

The public comment period
for Regulation B ended in mid-
November, said Getz, but sources
say the Federal Reserve is still
“unofficially” taking comments.

On the fence

“Apparently, the Federal Re-
serve is on the fence still about
Regulation B,” he said. “If we put
pressure on them now, we may be
able to turn the tide against this
racist proposal.”

However, the Federal Re-
serve is not accepting e-mail com-
ments about Regulation B, said
Getz, apparently in response to
the barrage of e-mail the anti-

See REGULATION B Page 2

Ohio city councilman joins party

Nick Hogan also plans
run for U.S. Congress

By Peter Orvetti
LP NEWS ASSOCIATE EDITOR

n Ohio city councilman
joined the Libertarian
Party, won re-election, and
announced plans to run for
Congress as an LP candidate —
all within the last few months.

Nick Hogan, who has served
on the city council of Gahanna, a
town just outside Columbus, for
the last six years, joined the LP
in August. He kept his decision
quiet until after the November
election, he said, because his po-
litical affiliation shouldn’t play a
role in the non-partisan race.

“I have been a Libertarian for
years. I just didn’t know it,” said
Hogan about his switch.

Ohio LP State Chair Dena

Bruedigam welcomed Hogan to
the pdl ty.

“I'm pleased and excited to
have an experienced campaigner
and elected official like Nick
Hogan join the Libertarian
cause,” she said.

Hogan, 49, was re-elected to
the city council in November 1999
in a non-parti-
san race, com-
ing in third
with 19% in a
race for three
open seats.

He was
the only in-
cumbent re-
elected, he
said, after
other council
members
campaigned
hard to defeat him — neglecting
their own races and losing.

Now, he said, “I have a four-

M Nick Hogan:
“Didn’t know.”

year term, so I'll be around for a

while.”
Gahanna voters have been
supportive of his decision to join
See NICK HOGAN Page 2
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LP works to stop Regulation B

\

Arizona LP gets re-affiliated

he Libertarian Party is back up to its full strength of 50
Tstate parties, now that the Libertarian National Commit-

tee has re-affiliated the LP of Arizona.

In a teleconference on November 30, the LNC voted 13-0
(with four abstentions) to recognize the “Libertarian Party of
Arizona, Inc.” — with State Chair Peter Schmerl — as the
party’s official affiliate in the state.

The LNC vote echoed the results of a referendum of all Ari-
zona LP members earlier in the month, when 64.7% of the re-
spondents indicated support for that organization, which was
one of two groups lobbying to be recognized as the “official”
state affiliate. The LPA, Inc. won the referendum in all geo-
graphic areas of the state.

“Libertarians in Arizona have spoken: They want to put
any disagreements behind them, and work together to build an
effective and successful state party,” said David Bergland, LP
National Chair. “With this vote, Libertarians in Arizona can
once again focus on our common opponents — big-government
Republicans and Democrats.”

In August, the LNC had voted to disaffiliate the Arizona LP
in an attempt to resolve a long-running dispute between two
state party factions. Arizona Libertarians had been divided
over issues of strategy, interpretations of the state LP bylaws,
and state law regulating political parties.

The vote to re-affiliate the state party came in time for the
Arizona LP to send a delegation to the 2000 LP National Con-
vention in Anaheim, California, June 30-July 3, 2000.

Libertarian of the Century

Who is the Libertarian of the century?
Famed Austrian economist Ludwig von
Mises, says Liberty magazine.

“We chose an individual whose intel-
lectual achievements surpassed [all] others,
[and] whose contributions to the development
of libertarian social theory was greatest,”
said Liberty editor R.W. Bradford.

Von Mises, who was born in pre-World War I
Austria-Hungary and died in 1973, was
selected by a vote of more than two dozen con-
tributing Liberty editors. The selection was
announced in the January 2000 issue.

Von Mises is perhaps best known as the author of Human
Action (1949), which “provided a rational means of understand-
ing how the market economy actually functions,” said Bradford.
He also wrote Liberalism (1927), Omnipotent Government
(1944), and Socialism (1922), which critiqued nationalism and
the failed experiment of socialism.

Von Mises was “a great economist and an original political
thinker” who “never abandoned or softened his intransigent ad-
vocacy of laissez-faire and of political liberty,” said Bradford.

Coming in a close second to von Mises for “Libertarian of
the Century” honors were Nobel Prize-winning economist
Milton Friedman, iconoclastic author and professor Murray
Rothbard, economist Friedrich A. Hayek, and novelist Ayn Rand.

B Von Mises:
“The greatest.”

Gun group strikes back with lawsuit

fter two dozen cities filed lawsuits against gun manufac-
Aturers, a pro-Second Amendment group is striking back
with a lawsuit of its own.

On November 30, the Second Amendment Foundation
(SAF) sued the U.S. Conference of Mayors, as well as some indi-
vidual mayors, charging that their anti-gun lawsuits violated
the First, Second, and Ninth Amendments.

“The mayors are on notice that their lawsuits will not be
free,” said SAF founder Alan Gottlieb. “The Second Amendment
Foundation and gun owners across the country will make them
accountable for attempting to steal in the judicial branch what
they have failed to rob in the legislative branch.”

Besides claiming that the cities are trying to illegally bank-
rupt makers of a legal product, the SAF also took the unique
step of charging the mayors with violating the First Amend-
ment by trying to kill the ability of gun makers to purchase ad-
vertising in the future.

The SAF, which has over 600,000 supporters nationwide,
was founded in 1974 to defend the civil rights of firearms own-
ers. The group has successfully brought lawsuits against sev-
eral cities for Second Amendment rights violations.

For information about this lawsuit, visit www.saf.org.

Continued from Page 1
Know Your Customer campaign
generated.

“They don’t want to get
KYC’ed again,” he said. “We've
even heard that one Federal Re-
serve official defended their no e-
mail decision by saying, “Too much
democracy is a bad thing.” Well,
Libertarians think that racist gov-
ernment laws are a bad thing, and
too much government arrogance
is a bad thing.”

4 Other groups active in the
anti-Regulation B campaign in-
clude the Free Congress Founda-
tion, the Independent Community
Bankers of America, and other
banking organizations.

No decision

No decision about Regulation
B is expected from the Federal
Reserve until Spring 2000.

Regulation B would amend
the Equal Credit Opportunity Act
to “encourage” banks to collect
data on the race, religion, gender,
and national origin of anyone ap-
plying for an auto loan, credit

GEORGE GETZ:
The Federal
Reserve doesn’t

“want to get
KYC’ed again.”

card, or personal loan.

The collection of such data
has been illegal since 1976, but
the Federal Reserve wants to re-
verse that policy and make it “vol-
untary” — which, critics note,
may be the first step towards
making it mandatory.

Under the proposal, if some-
one refused to answer questions
about race, gender, and ethnic
background, the loan officer
would be required to make their
own assessment “based on skin
tone and facial characteristics.”

The Libertarian Party also

attacked Regulation B in a press
release, calling it a “backward”
and “unnecessary” proposal.

“There’s only one way to de-
scribe Regulation B: Backward,”
said Steve Dasbach, the party’s
national director. “This embar-
rassing throwback to the Jim
Crow era should be withdrawn
immediately.”

Colorblind society

“Regulation B isn’t only un-
just; it’s unnecessary. In a free
market, the only color that mat-
ters is green. Any bank foolish
enough to discriminate virtually
guarantees that qualified minor-
ity applicants will take their busi-
ness elsewhere, and even invites
massive consumer boycotts. In a
colorblind society, banks judge
people not by the color of their
skin, but by the content of their
credit application,” he said.

The Federal Reserve first an-
nounced Regulation B in 1995,
but it was withdrawn after a
firestorm of criticism. It was re-
introduced in 1998.

Nick Hogan

Continued from Page 1
the LP, said Hogan — “although

maybe a little uneasy in that they

will have to choose between vot-
ing for me or following their old
party line, be that Republican or
Democrat.”

Before joining the LP, Hogan
was a lifelong Republican.

“The problem today is that
there is no difference between the
Republicans and Democrats any-
more,” he said. “Their only con-
cern is winning an election. They
have both decided the way to do
it is to play Santa.”

Hogan said he had considered
joining the LP for some time be-
fore formalizing his decision.

After taking the World’s
Smallest Political Quiz and visit-
ing the LP website, “I knew I had
no choice but to join,” he said.

But he said his party switch
will not affect the way he votes.

An American
“I am an American. I have
been and always will be,” said
Hogan. “I guess what I am saying

is that there is nothing more -

American than being a Libertar-
ian.”

Hogan, the managing partner
for an agency that trains insur-
ance agents for several compa-
nies, has lived in Gahanna for
over 20 years and is active in the
community. He said his long resi-
dency and lengthy tenure on the
council will be a plus in his next
campaign: As the Libertarian can-
didate for the open 12th District
U.S. House seat.

“Being a sitting council mem-
ber definitely adds credibility to

NICK HOGAN:
“There is nothing
more American
than being
a Libertarian.”

my campaign,” he said. “I have a
reputation for defending the little
guy and exposing government
waste. I have quite a bit of name
recognition, possibly as much as
Republican candidate Pat Tiberi.”

Bruedigam expressed high
hopes about Hogan’s Congres-
sional bid.

“Nick Hogan will be an excel-
lent torchbearer for the Libertar-
ian Party as he carries our mes-
sage to Ohio voters in his Con-
gressional race,” she said. “The

joins Lihertarian Party

impact of a well-run campaign
such as Hogan’s can only result
in increased membership and ac-
tivism in our state.”

The same ideas that led
Hogan to join the LP will become
the themes of his Congressional
campaign, he said: “I will be cam-
paigning on individual freedom,
responsibility and removing the
unnecessary intrusion of govern-
ment into personal lives.”

Win or lose

Whether he wins or loses in
November, Hogan said his new
party affiliation is important as
he pursues his political goals.

“I have always fought for in-
dividual rights and responsibil-
ity,” he said. “Our Constitution
guarantees the right to pursue
happiness, but it does not guar-
anfee to make everyone happy.
Santa is great for children, but a
government-run North Pole cre-
ates a society based on depen-
dency instead of freedom.”
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Bestselling author and LP activist
now faces five years in federal prison

estselling author and LP

member Peter McWilliams

has accepted a plea bargain
in his medical marijuana case in
California; and now faces five
years in prison.

On November 19, McWil-
liams pleaded guilty to one count
of conspiracy to manufacture and
distribute marijuana, after a
judge ruled earlier in the month
that he could not use “medical
necessity” as a defense against
federal drug charges.

“We had no place else to go,”
said McWilliams. “We couldn’t
present our medical marijuana
defense, so we would be automati-
cally found guilty, taken into cus-
tody on the spot, and begin serv-
ing a mandatory 10-year sen-
tence.

“By pleading guilty, we take
the crime out of the mandatory-
minimum category and permit the
judge to use compassion in his
sentencing.”

McWilliams and fellow medi-
cal marijuana activist Todd
McCormick were arrested in July
on federal marijuana charges,
even though California law allows
marijuana to be used for medical
reasons.

McWilliams, who has AIDS
and cancer, and McCormick, who
has bone cancer, had hoped to cite
California’s Proposition 215 —
which legalized the use of medi-
cal marijuana — during their
trial.

But U.S. District Judge
George King ruled on November
5 that McWilliams and Me-
Cormick could not refer to their
medical conditions during their
trial, nor could they mention any
legitimate medical uses of mari-
juana.

Life-threatening

Sentencing for both men was
set for February 28, 2000. At the
sentencing hearing, McWilliams
will be able to mention his life-
threatening medical condition.

“We believe Judge King will
[use compassion in his sentenc-
ing],” said McWilliams

Since Proposition 215 passed
in 1996, the federal government
has argued that state laws do not
apply to federal offenses, and has
continued to prosecute medical
marijuana users. However, also
since 1996, voters in six addi-
tional states have passed medical
marijuana referendums.

'I'm a Libertarian, says
pop/folk singer Melanie

elanie “— the pop/folk

singer best known for her

early ’70s hit, “Brand New
Key” — has announced that she
is a Libertarian.

In the liner notes of a new
greatest hits CD entitled Ring the
Living Bell: A Collection (issued
in 1999 by Renaissance Records),
Melanie declared, “I'm a total Lib-
ertarian, and I am not a Demo-
crat, a Socialist, or a Republican.”

The mono-named singer —
who has parlayed an appearance
at the original Woodstock and a
unique blend of pop and folk into
a career that has spanned three
decades — advised her fans: “Vote
Libertarian, [and] don’t worry
about wasting your vote.”

Clean slate

Melanie also had a suggestion
about what to do with the Demo-
crats and Republicans who cur-
rently hold office: “We've got to get
all of them out of there. That’s the
only way. We need to clean the
slate and start over again.”

And she offered a definition
of the proper role of government:
“Totally leave us alone and we’ll
be better off.”

MELANIE:
“Vote Libertarian,
land] don’t worry

about wasting
your vote.”

LP Political Director Ron
Crickenberger, a fan of ’60s and
"70s pop and folk music, said he
was “personally delighted” that
Melanie was publicly declaring
her support for libertarianism.

“Melanie has always been an
innovator with her music, and it’s
nice to see that she is also at the
cutting edge of politics, with her
embrace of libertarianism,” he
said. “We welcome her support —
and hope that many of her fans
will heed her advice to ‘Vote Lib-
ertarian.””

The fact that a singer associ-
ated with the counterculture
movement of the ’60s is now a Lib-
ertarian is also a very encourag-
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McWilliams accepts medical marijuana plea bargain

B The federal investigation of Peter McWilliams began not
long after the bestselling author gave a nationally broadcast
speech at the LP National Convention in 1998, touting the
benefits of medical marijuana. He now faces five years in jail.

California LP leaders ex-
pressed dismay about McWil-
liams’s plea bargain.

“I was saddened and shocked
to learn of Peter’s plea bargain
acceptance,” said California LP
executive director Juan Ros. “The
fact is, the court’s earlier decision
to disallow any sort of medical
marijuana defense or even a men-
tion of Peter’s health condition

amounted to a death sentence.

“If government has a legiti-
mate function, it is to protect the
lives of its citizens, and the judge’s
decision runs directly counter to
that. The court decision against
Peter was a fundamental viola-
tion of every doctrine on which
this country was founded.”

The California LP will con-
tinue to work to help McWilliams,

said Ros — and to help 1998 gu-
bernatorial candidate Steve
Kubby, who also faces medical
marijuana charges in a separate
trial.

“With Steve Kubby’s trial still
to come, I guarantee that the Cali-
fornia LP will continue to fight at
the front lines of the medical
marijudnd battle in the coming
year,” he said. “We will work with
Peter and Steve to come up with
suitable strategies in order to help
not only them but all medical
marijuana patients. Media and
public relations will certainly be
an element in our overall strat-
egy. Lobbying in Sacramento is
also likely. Further, many of our
candidates for office will stress
the medical marijuana issue
while campaigning.”

Proposition 215

The California LP has also set
up a website to promote Proposi-
tion 215 and medical marijuana,
he said, and has sent representa-
tives to the Attorney General’s
Medical Marijuana Task Force to
make sure state law enforcement
will “adhere to the spirit of Propo-
sition 215.”

Libertarians around the
country can also help McWilliams,
said Ros, by working to pass more
medical marijuana laws, lobbying
to get marijuana out of the

See MCWILLIAMS Page 17

B Pop/folk singer Melanie has declared on her new greatest
hits CD, Ring The Living Bell: A Collection, that she is “not a
Democrat, a Socialist, or Republican,” but a Libertarian.

ing sign, said Crickenberger.

“It’s a very positive develop-
ment when libertarianism has
even started to win over the
Woodstock Generation,” he said.

Melanie, born Melanie Safka
in 1947, first came to public
prominence in 1969 with an ap-
pearance at the famous Wood-
stock music festival.

Over the next five years, she
had a string of hits in the USA
and Great Britain, including “Lay
Down (Candles in the Rain),” “The

Nickel Song,” and “Brand New
Key,” which hit #1 in 1971.

Over the years, Melanie has
released 25 albums, won an
Emmy Award in 1989 for a song
for the television show Beauty and
the Beast, and served as a spokes-
person for UNICEF.

She returned to the public eye
with an appearance on a Spice
Girls album in 1996, and when
“Brand New Key” was featured on
the soundtrack of the 1998 hit
film Boogie Nights.

Libertarian
influence on
talk radio

ibertarians have a dispropor-

tionate influence on talk ra-

dio — with more than one in
five listeners describing them-
selves as “fiscally conservative/
socially liberal” and at least four
libertarian-leaning talk show
hosts among the industry’s most
popular, says a new report from
Talkers magazine.

According to Talkers’ Talk
Radio Research Project, 21% of all
regular radio listeners in 1999
described their political philoso-
phy as “fiscally conservative/so-
cially liberal,” which is one popu-
lar shorthand description of lib-
ertarianism. By comparison 31%
put themselves in the “conserva-
tive” camp, 13% are “liberal,” and
27% are “moderate.”

Primary affiliation

Even more surprising, a full

9% of radio fans say their primary
political affiliate is with the Lib-
ertarian Party, a number that is
substantially larger than the
party’s base of registered voters.
This is a trend that radio ra-

See TALK RADIO Page 19



HoT e B ke ﬁ ELEEEE - o

PAGE 4 ¢ Libertarian Party News & January 2000

McDaniels announces pre5|dent|al run
he Libertarian Party has a new candi-
date for its presidential nomination:
Edison McDaniels, a 76-year-old retired

trial attorney from San Bernardino, California.
McDaniels, who joined the LP in Novem-

ber 1999, has run for president as a Demo-
crat and an independent twice before, and
said he may also seek the Reform Party

nomination in 2000. '

His chief qualification for the presidency, W
he said, is his “34 years of private practice B McDaniels:
enforcing the U.S. Constitution as an attorney.” Rebuild America

If elected, McDaniels promised to “re-
build America,” increase “trust in government,” “slow down on
foreign aid and aid Americans” and “stress butter instead of
swords in foreign policy.” He also called for a “productive” ap-
proach to crime prevention to “terminate the prison explosion.”

“I truly want to represent ‘We The People,”” he said.

“It is my intention to obtain the nomination for President”
at the 2000 Libertarian convention, McDaniels said, but he de-
clined to discuss his strategy for winning the nomination.
“That’s like handing your opponent your plans so he can copy
them or block them,” he said.

However, McDaniels did say he planned to campaign by train,
“and speak to every hamlet and village all over the country.”

For more information about the McDaniels campaign, visit:
campaign.votenet.com/EdisonMcDaniels.

” «

New website reveals GOP hypocrisy
here’s a new website that offers “irrefutable evidence” that
Republicans are really a bunch of “Libertarian Wanna-
bees” — who talk about reducing the size of government

while pursuing big-government programs.

“This is where we document why the Republican Party is
not the home of those who labor for a Constitutional and moral
government,” said Greg Cunningham, executive director of the
Virginia-based Libertywon, which set up the site at
www.libertywon.com/wannabee.htm.

On the site, the Republicans’ own words are used against
them: The page mainly consists of pro-government quotes from
GOP leaders. The harshest scrutiny is reserved for Texas Gov.
George W. Bush, who gets his own section with comments like,
“The federal government now spends $8 million on promoting

character education efforts. My administration will triple that
funding.”

“I like the quotes to speak for themselves,” said Cunningham.

On the site, an animated bee represents the “Wanna-bee
Republicans” and their efforts to promote the growth of govern-
ment. The site also links to longer articles that offer more evi-
dence of the GOP’s pro-government agenda.

“We hope the site will be a useful tool for Libertarians who
are attempting to illustrate that elected Republicans’ rhetoric
doesn’t match up with their records,” said Cunningham.

Harry Browne wins university poll
f a Monmouth University political science
class proves to be a bellwether, Harry
Browne will be the next president of the
United States.

The Libertarian hopeful won a straw poll
of students in October after Professor Rich-
ard Johnston, who stood in for Browne in the
Monmouth, Illinois, mock debate, called
Browne the candidate of “sex, drugs and rock
and roll.”

“I prefer to think of myself as the mar-
riage, moderate wine, and classical music
candidate,” quipped Browne when he heard
the news. “Of course, I appreciate support from like-minded
people regardless of their beverage or musical tastes.”

As Browne, Johnston called for personal responsibility and
bashed the war on drugs and the war on poverty as failures.
Browne was the only third-party candidate represented in the
unscientific classroom poll.

“Once again, we see pleasing proof that when a great Liber-
tarian offer is heard, we win,” said Browne.

Browne garnered a dozen votes, three more than second-
place finisher Senator John McCain (R-AZ). Libertarian presi-
dential candidate Larry Hines received one vote — even though
he was not represented in the forum — enough to tie him with
GOP hopeful Gary Bauer.

B Browne: Wins
college poll.
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Dashach shares cyheradvocacy tips at conference

P National Director Steve Dasbach (right) explains to an audience of political experts
at the PoliticsOnline Conference how the Libertarian Party used its DefendYour-
Privacy.com website to stop the “Know Your Customer” regulation. The event,

sponsored by the George Washington University Graduate School for Political

Management, was held on December 6 in Washington, DC.
The conference examined how the Internet is changing campaigning and lobbymg,

and attracted a crowd of journalists, Web experts, and political professionals.

“For the LP to be invited to offer tips on successful Internet activism shows just how
successful this campaign was,” said Dasbach. “Our effectiveness is being noticed.”
Dasbach’s panel — which examined the issue of cyberadvocacy — also included Peter

Hong of America’s Community Bankers, who lauded the LP effort. “[The FDIC] is not

used to getting a flood of e-mail from individual consumers and I think that’s what

turned the tide [against] Know Your Customer,” he said.

Also participating in the conference were the New York Times, the Democratic
National Committee, the Washington Post, FreedomChannel.com, America Online,
Microsoft, and the McCain for President committee.

ELECTED LIBERTARIANS

IN ACTION

City Commissioner Boh DeBrosse
18 fighting ‘selective enforcement’

hat can one Libertarian in
ffice accomplish?
If you're Bob DeBrosse,

a City Commissioner in Piqua,
Ohio, you can hold the line on tax
increases for five and a half years,
roll back laws that restrict what
kinds of work people can do on
their own property, and weaken a
proposal that would have allowed
police to selectively enforce a pub-
lic noise ordinance.

“The issues that energize me
the most are those involving civil
liberties and property rights,”
said DeBrosse, who is serving his
second term as Piqua City Com-
missioner. “[But] the statist law
enforcement policy that really
sets me to twitchin’is the concept
of selective enforcement.”

DeBrosse, 45, had an oppor-
tunity to fight such selective en-
forcement when Piqua police de-
cided to crack down on public
noise by proposing a law that
would make it illegal for a stereo
to be ‘plainly audible’ from 50
feet.

If found guilty of the proposed
fourth-degree misdemeanor,

B Bob DeBrosse: Noise pollu-
tion law was “like going after
a gnat with a sledge hammer.”

boombox outlaws could be sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail and a
$250 fine. Subsequent offenses
would be third-degree misde-
meanors and a judge could con-
fiscate the stereo equipment.
DeBrosse said he is no fan of
loud public music — he considers
it “noise pollution” — but didn’t
like the idea of a “permanent

criminal record for cranking it up
too high. This is like going after a
gnat with a sledgehammer.”

Instead, DeBrosse suggested
to the Commission that the law
should more narrowly target the
low-frequency bass vibrations
that were most irritating.

“Not surprisingly, I got no-
where with this suggestion,” he
said. “It was obvious that this law
was intended to be a fishing net
for police to target people they
didn’t like.”

Chief of police

In fact, the chief of police ad-
mitted he would selectively en-
force the law, said DeBrosse.

Trying another strategy at
the next City Commission meet-
ing, DeBrosse then suggested that
the confiscation clause be
dropped. His amendment passed
— but so did the noise abatement
law.

The semi-victory with the
boombox law wasn’t DeBrosse’s
only accomplishment, said Pearl
Pullman, a local LP member who

See DEBROSSE Page 17
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Carla Howell

small government is beautiful-
Carla Howell's Libertarian U.S. Senate Campaign Against Ted Kennedy

ront page, Sunday newspaper article: “If Holly-
wood needed to invent a challenger to Demo-
cratic Sen. Edward Kennedy, they couldn’t have
created anyone whose views differ more than Libertar-
ian Carla Howell.” (MetroWest Daily News, 11/7/99)
Why run against Ted Kennedy?
Because he's famous. Because he’s powerful.
Because he's a key architect of today’s Big Government.
Ted Kennedy is news. Local and national news.
Running against Kennedy is newsworthy. Challenging his
philosophy and positions is newsworthy. Sharing a stage
with Senator Kennedy is newsworthy.
Carla Howell is the Libertarian candidate for Ted
Kennedy's U.S. Senate seat.

Credibility

In 1998, Carla Howell won 102,198 votes as the
Libertarian candidate for State Auditor in Massachusetts
— the highest total of any Libertarian candidate in
Massachusetts history.

Carla Howell was endorsed by the Boston Herald,
which described her as a “serious, sawy, and well-
qualified candidate . . . well worth a vote.” She was
endorsed by Boston Globe columnist Jeff Jacoby — and
political powerhouse Barbara Anderson, Director, Citizens
for Limited Taxation.

Carla Howell has an MBA from Babson College. She
is 2 marketing and management strategy consultant.

Capability

Carla Howell Chaired the Massachusetts Libertarian
Party from 1997 through 1999. Results? The strongest
growth in membership, activism, campaigning, and office
holders in state party history.

In 1996, Carla Howell and Muni Savyon ran the
biggest Harry Browne Presidential fund-raiser in the
country. Over $33,000.

During the last 4 years, Howell has built coalitions
with single-issue groups that promote liberty. Privatization
ending rent control, Gun Owners Action League, Citizens
for Limited Taxation, and MassCann/NORML .

)

The Campaign

How would you organize a Libertarian campaign for
U.S. Senate — if your opponent was Ted Kennedy?

We put together the best Libertarian campaign team
we could.

Michael Cloud. Barbara Goushaw. Muni Savyon. Kay
Pirrello. Celeste Parent.

Kamal Jain. Elaine Berchin. Dennis Corrigan. Bob
0’Keefe. Mike Conway,.

We set an ambitious campaign goal: The Most
Successful Libertarian U.S. Senate Campaign Ever!

Our Libertarian Message is Simple: small govern-
ment is beautiful. Our issue is simple: Big Government vs.
small government.

Big Government problems. Or small government

Carla Howell

solutions. Big Government complexity. Or small govern-
ment simplicity.

Big Government taxes. Or small government savings.
Big Government waste. Or small government thrift.

We're asking voters, “Which do you want: Big
Government or small government?”

Carla Howell says, “As a Libertarian U.S. Senator, I'll
ACT to make government small. Every issue. Every time.
No exceptions. No excuses.”

Our message is simple.

Communicating it to 3,000,000 voters is hard. It'll
take brains. And a lot of volunteers and money.

We mobilized 63 Libertarian volunteers for the Carla
Howell Campaign kickoff on November Sth. We drew a
crowd of 203. We raised over $23,178.

We have 7,528 registered Libertarian voters in
Massachusetts. Soon . .. 10,000.

Imagine 10,000 Carla Howell, Libertarian for U.S.
Senate Yard Signs in their front yards.

Imagine 10,000 Carla Howell, Libertarian for U.S.
Senate bumper stickers on their cars. Imagine just 100
other drivers seeing each Libertarian “small government is
beautiful” bumper sticker. 1,000,000 people exposed to
our Libertarian campaign each week.

We'll recruit volunteers to go to these 10,000
Libertarian homes.

But we need your help to fund the 10,000 bumper
stickers and 10,000 yard signs.

Imagine that Carla Howell gives her Libertarian

t

40 people per audience. 2,000 people hearing our
Libertarian message in person each month.

20,000 people. Will you help us fund them?

$300,000 in Television and Radio advertising.

e

t

you help fund producing and putting on 10,000 Libertar-

i

for, will you help fund the production and placement of
10,000 Carla Howell Libertarian yard signs?

will you help fund the campaign handouts for the 20,000
voters who will personally meet Carla Howell?

with the Libertarian alternative. Please donate today.
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. Bill my: O Visa 0 Master Card O American Express U Discover

‘small government is beautiful” speech to 500 groups in
he next 10 months. That's right: 50 speeches a month. To

We need campaign brochures and handouts for
Now imagine something extraordinary. Imagine

Imagine Carla Howell, Libertarian for U.S. Senate TV
ind Radio ads — offering 3,000,000 Massachusetts voters
he Libertarian alternative to Ted Kennedy.

Can you imagine this?
If you can, we need your donation to help pay for it.
If you can’t imagine it, if it-seems too fantastic, will

an bumper stickers?
If you can’t imagine it, if it seems too much to hope

If you can't imagine it, if it seems too extraordinary,

We'll do the work. Help us buy the materials.

$85 would fund 100 Carla Howell bumper stickers.
$65 would fund 206 Libertarian Yard Signs.

Please help us confront Big Government Ted Kennedy

Carla Howell

The Most Successful Libertarian

U.S. Senate Campaign Ever!
Here's my best contribution to make this happen: *
One-time Contribution: 11 $1,000 0 $500 O $250

Q%100 Q$8s QO $65 O Other: $
1 Check: “Carla Howell for US Senate™ s

I'll pay by: .
corporate checks) (J Credit card
Monthly Pledge: L1 §100 per month U §75 per month
O $50 per month O $30 per month Q Other: $
Please: U Bill my credit card.  Send a monthly reminder.

___per month

ADDRESS s
crm STATE F g
E-MAll

CREDIT CARD #

SIGNATURE EXPIRATION DATE

OCCUPATION EMPLOYER

Note: Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, §
and occupation and name of employer for each individual whose contribution aggre- *
gate in excess of $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible
MAIL TO: Carla Howell for U.S. Senate » 297 Boston Post Road Suite 247
Wayland, MA 01778 ¢ E-mail: info@carlahowell.org » www.carlahowell.org
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The traffic 'spy’ camera menace
and a hooks-to-Belarus project

B ALABAMA

Libertarians help beat
‘had bet’ state lottery

With the help of Libertarians,
Alabama citizens rejected a state-
run lottery referendum by over
100,000 votes on October 12.

The state LP said the publi-
cation of longtime LP activist
Mark Thornton’s op-ed, “Lottery
a Sure Loser for Alabama,” in the
Birmingham News — the state’s
largest newspaper — helped turn
the tide.

“After an in-depth study of all
the scientific evidence on the lot-
tery, I could not find one positive
thing to say about the lottery,”
wrote Thornton. “I refer to the
state lottery as a Sheriff of
Nottingham policy because, like
the character in Robin Hood, it
takes from the poor in order to
give to the bureaucrats, politi-
cians and the rich.”

In a public statement before
the vote, the Alabama LP also
blasted the lottery as a bad bet.

“While we believe that lotter-
ies should be legal, we do not be-
lieve that the State of Alabama
should be your bookie,” said Mo-
bile District activist Mike Kelly.

B CALIFORNIA

Registered voter hase
grows for California LP

The state LP boasted a nearly
4% increase in registered voters
over the past year — at the same
time overall statewide registra-
tion declined.

“These numbers are a clear
sign of our party’s strength,” said
California LP State Chair Mark
Hinkle. “The two-party system is
becoming a thing of the past.”

While the LP was growing,
188,144 registered voters fled the
Republicans as 200,964 deserted
the Democrats.

“The Democrats and Repub-
licans are repelling voters, and
those voters are increasingly
turning to the Libertarian Party,”
said Hinkle. “The parties with the
strongest ideas thrive, which is
why the Democrats and Republi-
cans are on the way out and Lib-
ertarians are here to stay.”

The LP now boasts 84,947
registered voters in California,
just 607 fewer than the Reform
Party, which spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars just four
years ago on a massive voter reg-
istration drive. In fact, LP regis-
trations grew by 3.87% as Reform
registrations slipped by 3.57%.

B COLORADO

El Paso Libertarians send

message to gun-grabbers

The LP of El Paso County
helped round up a huge crowd of
gun rights advocates when a rep-
resentative of Handgun Control,
Inc., visited Colorado Springs on
October 14.

“Nearly 800 people showed up
to defend their Second Amend-
ment rights before the city coun-
cil,” said LPEP Chair John
Berntson — sending a strong
hands-off message to the “gun
grabbers.”

Handgun Control’s Arthur
Kellerman had been invited to
explain to the City Council how
private gun ownership is a
“threat” to public health. But the
LPEP and the Pikes Peak Fire-
arms Coalition (PPFC) worked
together to make sure his anti-
gun biases did not go unchal-
lenged, said Berntson.

And the successful event
could have another payoff next
November, said Berntson.

“We will be sure to remind the
[firearms coalition] about how we
helped their cause when our can-
didates are running for office next
year,” he said.

B COLORADO ;
Libertarian seeks help for

hooks-to-Belarus project
Colorado LP member Bert
Wiener is collecting libertarian
literature to ship off to an unlikely
destination — the former Soviet

Republic of Belarus — in an ef-
fort to spread the word about the
freedom philosophy to the East-
ern Bloc nations.

“Learning, via the Internet,
that there is a great demand for
information about libertarianism
in Belarus, Bert responded by
boxing up books by the bushel and
shipping them off,” said Bette
Rose Smith, editor of the Colo-
rado Liberty newsletter.

Wiener has already sent mul-
tiple shipments of books — includ-
ing novels by Ayn Rand — to fledg-
ling pro-freedom activists in
Minsk, Belarus, and the literary
Libertarian packages have begun
to bear intellectual fruit.

“] am getting more support-
ers” because of the books, said lib-
ertarian activist Jaroslav
Romanchuk. “Signs of intellectual
victory are already visible. You
have contributed to it.”

Weiner is looking for more
books to send, and Libertarians
who have pro-liberty fiction or
non-fiction to contribute can reach
Wiener at badbert@earthling.net.
Or, call him at 303-934-3245.

B CCLORADO

County LP registration
skyrockets hy one-third

The Libertarian Party is
booming in El Paso County, with
LP registration up by nearly a
third in the last two years. :

Thanks in part to a well-pub-
licized protest against Handgun
Control, Inc., a high-profile alli-
ance with a local gun coalition,

A “successful” graduating class

B LP National Director Steve Dasbach (center) congratulates
three “graduates” of the party’s Success ’99 activist training
seminar: Gerhard Langguth (Vice Chair, Arkansas LP), Sherry
Lee Kerstetter (3rd Dist. Rep., Arkansas LP), and Cheryl
Spehar (Assistant 3rd Dist. Rep., Arkansas LP). The Success
’99 event took place in St. Louis, Missouri on November 20-
21, and “was very motivational,” said Kerstetter. “It will help
energize the Arkansas Libertarian Party.”

. 'S

TheGovernor.ord

Tell the Governor that the
2nd Amendment MEA

Join California's effort to repeal Soctal

LP works to "Repeal the Governor”

NS what it says.

L

Photo by Max Newbury

B California Libertarian activists at the Del Mar Gun Show
in San Diego County collect petitions for the “Veto the
Governor” ballot initiative in November. If they can collect
419,000 signatures from registered voters, a referendum to
repeal an “assault weapons” ban (which was signed into law
by Governor Gray Davis) will appear on the March 7, 2000
primary ballot. The referendum has already been officially
endorsed by the California Libertarian Party.

and work against restrictive zon-
ing laws, LP registrations jumped
by 32.4% since 1998, reported
LPEP Chair John Berntson.

“Our growth has been the re-
sult of a number of outreach ac-
tivities and a lot of media atten-
tion,” he said. “The past year has
seen us get a five-page spread in
the city’s second-largest paper,
letters to the editor on an almost
weekly basis, and a half-dozen
appearances on a local radio talk
show.”

During the same period, Re-
publican registrations increased
by just 2.9% and Democrats grew
by just 4.2%. And while El Paso
County now boasts 378 registered
Libertarians, the Reform Party
can claim just 15, noted Berntson.

B KENTUCKY

Jefferson Go. LP activists
launch online newspaper

Jefferson County Libertar-
ians are going high-tech to fight
the latest tax-and-spend propos-
als — and Louisville’s biggest
newspaper, too.

“We're setting up an online
newspaper for the whole commu-
nity, not just LP members,” said
state Vice-Chair Resa Camor-
iano on December 15. “With the
Courier-Journal, you never get
the whole story.”

The electronic publication
should be online within the next
few months.

For now, LP members are us-
ing letters to the editor and calls
to elected officials to fight the
county’s proposed light rail sys-

tem, which Camoriano said was
an “extremely wasteful boon-
doggle.” The steady drumbeat
from Libertarians even convinced
a Courter-Journal columnist to
argue in print that the rail pro-
posal was a bad idea, she said.

“Our research showed it was
just an extravagant expense,” said
Camoriano. “We've concentrated
on spreading the idea that end-
ing the government monopoly on
cabs would solve the transit prob-
lem and save taxpayers’ money,
not waste it.”

B MICHIGAN
Prescription plan is just

‘senior ripoff,’ says LP

The LP of Oakland County
has blasted a new plan by the
County Board of Commissioners
to get involved in the prescription
medicine business, calling it a
“ripoff” for seniors.

On December 2, Oakland
County Libertarians passed a
resolution formally opposing the
Commission’s “20/20 Rx Pro-
gram,” which would give seniors
a 20% discount on prescription
drugs for $20 per year — at tax-
payers’ expense.

“I say shame on the Board for
creating yet another unnecessary
program,” said LPOC Vice Chair
Greg Dirasian, who also called
20/20 Rx an “over-priced, under-
performing program which will
probably also remain a mystery to
seniors.”

Noting that the AARP and
other organizations already offer
discount prescription programs



for $15 per year, Dirasian said,
“The free market has already
solved a problem that the Com-
missioners have just realized ex-
ists. It is time that the Board of
Commissioners realizes that they
are more often the problem than
the solution.”

H MICHIGAN

Hands off our daycare,
Lihertarians urge state

Tax breaks: Good. More gov-
ernment inspectors: Bad. That
was the mixed reaction from Lib-
ertarians to new legislative pro-
posals to “reform” daycare in
Michigan.

The LP “both approves and
disapproves of recent proposals,”
said State Chair Stacy Van Oast
in November.

On the positive side, a pro-
posal to give parents a $10,000
income tax deduction for children
is a “great idea,” she said. “This
addresses the underlying cause of
our need for so much commercial
daycare — a tax rate that has be-
come so burdensome that both
parents are forced to work.”

But Libertarians reject pro-
posals to triple the number of gov-
ernment daycare inspectors and
fiddle with daycare regulations,
which would just “institutional-
ize” the daycare business; she
said.

“Libertarians want the best
possible daycare for our children”
— but understand that lower
taxes and less government are the
best way to achieve that goal, said
Van Oast.

B NORTH CAROLINA

LP protests drug raid that

leaves senior citizen dead

The Durham County LP has
joined with the NAACP to request
an apology from the county dis-
trict attorney, after police strip-
searched and beat a senior citizen
in a botched drug raid.

At a joint presentation in City
Hall on November 4, North Caro-
lina LP State Chair Sean Haugh
and the head of the Durham
NAACP also requested a review
of the use of confidential infor-
mants by police.

The demands were triggered
by a raid on the home of Catherine
Capps, 72. Based on a tip from a
confidential informant, police
claimed that Capps, who had no
criminal record, was a crack co-
caine dealer. No drugs were
found, and Capps died a few
months later from the trauma,
said her niece.

“Such tactics are unaccept-
able in this country,” charged
Haugh. “Apparently [the district
attorney] is unfamiliar with the
Bill of Rights, at least as it applies
to the victims of this raid.”

B NORTH CAROLINA

New fund makes joining
LP easier (and cheaper)

Thanks to the Thomas Paine
Fund, joining the Libertarian
Yarty is just “common sense” —
and cheaper — for North Carolin-

Libertarians “show the flag” at New York gun rights event

B Audrey Capozzi-Pappaeliou, Vice-Chair of the New York LP, represents the Libertarian
Party at the 1999 Right To Carry Conference of the Sportsmen’s Association for Firearms
Education in October. Noting that both Democrat Hillary Clinton and Republican Rudolph
Giuliani support gun control, NYLP Media Director Richard Cooper, who also attended the
event, said, “Only next year’s Libertarian Party candidate for Senate will promote the right
to bear arms as vitally necessary [for freedom].”
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ians, according to State Chair
Sean Haugh.

“I know it’s a cliché, but join-
ing the Libertarian Party has
truly never been easier!” he said,
thanks to the new fund that will
contribute $10 of the $25 member-
ship fee for every new member.

Chapel Hill Libertarian
Simon Spero set up the fund last
summer by contributing $2,000 to
the LPNC to help increase LP
membership, said Haugh.

Besides the fee help, Spero’s
gift also gives Libertarian candi-
dates an incentive to register new
Libertarians while on the cam-
paign trail: For each person a
campaign registers Libertarian,
the Thomas Paine Fund will con-
tribute $5 to that campaign.

“It really is a wonderful gift,”
said Haugh. “Simon’s contribution
will help us tremendously as we
continue our phenomenal growth
in North Carolina.”

H NEW \YORK
City interference won't
stop 'racist’ NYC cabbies

The Libertarian Party of
Queens County has a tip for the
City of New York: Leave cabbies
alone.

After actor Danny Glover
complained that taxis refused to
stop for him because he is black,
“the city responded with a crack-
down on cab drivers, saying they
would be fined if they discrimi-
nated against passengers for any
reason. I believe several drivers

1-800-524-6321

have even had their cabs taken
away,” said LPQC Chair Jim
Strawhorn on November 28.

But it’s the city’s tight control
over the taxi industry that’s caus-
ing the trouble, and more rules
won’t help, he said,

“The city is again taking a
sledgehammer to a social program
in the name of ‘fairness’ but only
making things worse,” said
Strawhorn. “The real problem is
a basic distrust between the city’s
cab drivers and its African-Ameri-
can residents. Fining drivers will
do nothing to foster better rela-
tions between the two groups and
will give them an incentive to find
more creative ways to avoid Afri-
can-American passengers.”

Bl OREGON

Multnomah Co. LP tries to
squash new smoking han

Multnomah County Libertar-
ians are working to “snuff out” a
proposed county-wide ban on
workplace smoking before it takes
effect in July 2000.

At a public meeting of the
Multnomah County Commission
in Portland on December 9, LLP
members called the proposal a
violation of individual and busi-
ness rights.

“This ordinance is no service,”
said Bruce A. Knight, an LLP can-
didate for the U.S. House in 2000.
“It’'s a county-wide prohibition,
implemented by force, without
regard for individual rights.” Also
speaking out against the proposal

The Moviegoers’ Website

* CHECK IT OUT! *
www.flickpicks.com

were LP members Howard
Hodges and John McEnroe.

Unfortunately, even though
“many citizens at the hearing
seemed receptive to libertarian
ideas, and at least two commis-
sioners appeared to take them
seriously,” the Commission voted
3-2 to pass the ban, said Knight.

However, there will be a sec-
ond hearing in December, and
Libertarians will be there again
to continue the fight, he said.

B VERMONT

City telephone company

is bad idea, says local LP

A plan by Burlington, Ver-
mont, to start its own telecommu-
nications company has drawn
sharp criticism from Libertarian
Party of Burlington Chair Hugh
Douglas, who said the city has a
history of incompetence in busi-
ness affairs.

“City bureaucrats are not
business people and never will
be,” charged Douglas. “Every-
thing they touch goes bad, from
the mismanagement of the water-
front to the placement of a police
station on prime real estate to
public ownership of parking ga-
rages built with tax dollars.”

Vermont LP State Chair
Scott Berkey concurred.

“Open competition in a free
market is the only way to ensure
the best service. Government, by
its coercive nature, cannot com-
pete efficiently,” he said.

The plan has already cost
Burlington taxpayers $400,000 in
feasibility studies.

B VERMONT
Libertarians tell state:
Don't mess with marriage

Vermont is known for its bed
and breakfasts — but that doesn’t
give the state the right to peek
into married people’s bedrooms,

said the Vermont Libertarian
Party on November 28.

“The government should play
no role that regulates or sanctions
private sexual practices among
consenting adults, or how they
express their affection for one
another,” said Vermont LP State
Chair Scott Berkey.

The state’s Supreme Court is
mulling over the legal recognition
of same-sex marriages after a
lower court dismissed the cases of
three same-sex couples seeking
marriage licenses in 1998. Berkey
said that, while Vermont is quite
free regarding personal sexual
practices, the state should have no
role in sanctioning marriage —
same-sex or not.

“In Vermont, the only signifi-
cant aspect of government-sanc-
tioned marriage is the array of
legal advantages accruing from it,
such as tax benefits,” Berkey said.
“Libertarians believe that govern-
ment should not create such ad-
vantages to encourage or discour-
age any aspect of private life.”

H VIRGINIA

Traffic ‘spy’ cameras are
threat to privacy, says LP

Police are keeping an eye on
you — but now the Virginia LP is
keeping an eye on the police, and
asking about a sudden prolifera-
tion of traffic cameras.

“Under the guise of traffic
monitoring, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation has in-
stalled cameras on virtually all
feeder bridges [into] the District
of Columbia,” noted Greg Cun-
ningham, Communications Di-
rector of the state LP. “The agency
is reportedly recording license
plates and checking each car’s
point of origin.”

Cameras have also been set
up on the George Washington
Parkway just outside Washing-
ton, and at local traffic lights in
towns — which raises troubling
concerns about privacy, he said.

“I don’t recall Virginians hav-
ing lost their inalienable right to
privacy, but maybe I've missed
something,” he said.

B WEST VRIGINIA

LP urges: Don't let EPA

push around college team

The EPA is a “fanatical fed-
eral bully” — and West Virginians
shouldn’t allow it to push them
around, said LP State Chair Ri-
chard Kerr in October.

What’s gotten Libertarians so
riled up? A threat by the federal
agency to shut down the West Vir-
ginia University Coliseum be-
cause of a “phony” asbestos scare,
which would force the popular
basketball team to cancel its home
season and play every game on
the road.

“Send the EPA back to Wash-
ington; instruct the college to
refuse to obey any EPA demands
unless federal jurisdiction is af-
firmed by the Supreme Court; and
reopen the Coliseum,” Kerr sug-
gested to the state’s Democratic
governor. “No bully was ever
stopped by appeasement.”
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H Poll: Cut Taxes

According to the Roper Cen-
ter for Public Opinion, Americans
— across all demographic catego-
ries — believe that the highest
percentage of income that a fam-
ily should pay in taxes is 25%
(rather than the current 40%).
— DOLLARS & SENSE

(National Taxpayers Union)
September/October 1999

B Trump: Raise Taxes

[Potential Reform Party
presidential candidate Donald]
Trump would impose a one-time
14.25% tax on the net worth of
people and trusts worth more
than $10 million.

The $5.7 trillion he expects to
raise in a single year is about two-
thirds of the nation’s gross domes-
tic product.

— THE WASHINGTON TIMES
November 10, 1999

& Don't Quote Me

From the notoriously slippery
(“It depends on what the mean-
ing of the word s is” — President
Clinton) to the geographically
challenged (“It’s wonderful to be
here in the great state of Chicago”
— Dan Quayle), [the new book]
The Stupidest Things Ever Said
by Politicians will give you a seri-
ous aversion to a voting booth.

Marion Barry, mayor of
Washington, DC: “If you take out
the killings, Washington actually
has a very low crime rate.”

Vice President Al Gore, refer-
ring to the busts of Washington,
Jefferson, [and] Franklin: “Who
are these guys?”

[And] White House spokes-
man Barry Toiv once said: “It’s not
easy getting up here and saying
nothing. It takes preperation.”
— QUALITY PAPERBACK BOOK

REVIEW, Winter 1999

B A $2 hillion failure

The next time you hear a poli-
tician or a National Education
Association spokesperson say that
more money means better schools,
remind them of the ignominious
failure of the Kansas City School
District.

In response to a desegrega-
tion lawsuit and orders from U.S.
District Judge Russell Clark,
Kansas City spent 32 billion
building the most expensive
school system in the world. Begin-
ning teacher salaries rose from a
low of $17,000 to a high of
$47,851.

Fifteen new schools were con-
structed and 70 had additions or

Politicians’ embarrassing quotes
and the worst federal employees

B DITED-B Y=+
Marc Beauchamyp

AL GORE:
Referring to busts
of Washington,
Jefferson, and
Franklin: “Who
are these guys?”

renovations. The luxurious facili-
ties include a planetarium, a vi-
varium, greenhouses, a model
United Nations wired for lan-
guage translation, radio and tele-
vision studios, movie editing and
screening rooms, swimming pools,
a zoo, a farm, a wildland area, a
temperature-controlled art gal-
lery, and 15 computers per class-
room. Students can study Suzuki
violin, animal science, and robot-
ics. Language instruction spans
French to Swahili. ,

Despite the extraordinary fa-
cilities and massive sums of
money, student performance is so
low that recently the state had to
strip the Kansas City School Dis-
trict of its accreditation.

The school district has fewer
students and is less integrated
today than in 1984 when Judge
Clark took control of the school
district in order to achieve “math-
ematical racial balance.”

— PAUL CRAIG ROBERTS
The Washington Times
December 9, 1999

M 89.7% Say "NO”

Give tax dollars to politi-
cians? Forget about it, most tax-
payers say. New IRS figures show
a further decline in the percent-
age of taxpayers who put a

checkmark in the “yes” box on
their [income tax] return asking
if they want to send $3 of their
taxes to the presidential election
campaign fund. Based on a sam-
pling of returns filed through Au-
gust, only 11.3% of individual in-
come-tax returns included a “yes”
check mark. That was down from
12.6% in the same period [last
year]. The figure has been declin-
ing steadily from nearly 29% in
the early 1980s.

— THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

November 10, 1999

B Stupid? Thank a Teacher

[In his new book], The Con-
spiracy of Ignorance: The Failure
of American Public Schools, au-
thor Martin L. Gross [notes]:

¢ Since 1960, the number of
teachers in the U.S. has doubled,
while the number of “support per-
sonnel” has quadrupled.

* Would-be teachers usually
come from the bottom third of
their high school graduating
classes.

e [Most] teacher exams are
geared towards the 10th-grade
level. When Massachusetts teach-
ers were tested last year at a
somewhat higher standard, 59%
of them flunked.

® 12% of all students now
qualify for federal grants under
the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act.

— CAPITAL IDEAS
September/October 1999

Il Who's a monopoly?

If we’re really concerned
about monopolistic practices inju-
rious to consumers, we’'d call for
Justice Department actions
against the U.S. Postal Service.
Microsoft has never done the kind
of despicable acts committed by
the Postal Service.

Suppose you and [ agree I will
deliver First Class mail to your
house. What happens? I will be
arrested for competing with the
Postal Service.

In fact, by law I cannot even
put anything in the mailbox be-
longing to you.

The Justice Department’s
claim that Microsoft’s actions
harm consumers is a sham.

The overall pattern of the
high-tech industry has been a pre-
cipitous fall in prices and a rise
in quality over time. We needn’t
mention the pattern of prices and
quality of postal services.

— WALTER WILLIAMS
The Washington Times
November 26, 1999

M | want my ATM

San Francisco and Santa
Monica have banned surcharges
that banks apply when non-cus-
tomers use their automated teller
machines. If we are lucky, the
courts will overturn these new
laws — since the activities and
fees of national banks cannot be
regulated by local governments.

The banking industry has
spent roughly $4 billion to install
new machines in the past five
years. It costs about $1,000 a
month to maintain each one.

Consumers are used to pay-
ing for convenience. We pay more
to shop at a convenience store. We
pay more for soda from a vending
machine.

Why should withdrawing
cash be any different? Why should
a business provide a free, conve-
nient service to people who do not
otherwise patronize it? A ban on
ATM access fees will backfire
against consumers. We should al-
low the marketplace to determine
the value of convenience.

— WILLIAM M. ISAAC
The New York Times
November 24, 1999

H Incompetence

Quotes were reportedly taken
from federal [government] em-
ployee performance evaluations:

* He sets low personal stan-
dards and then consistently fails
to achieve them.

* Works well when under con-
stant supervision and cornered
like a rat in a trap.

* This employee is depriving
a village somewhere of an idiot.

e [A] gross ignoramus: 144
times worse than an ordinary ig-
noramus.

¢ [f he were any more stupid,
he’d have to be watered twice a
week.

— CAMPAIGNS & ELECTIONS
December/January 2000

H Freedom Index

The 2000 edition of the Index
of Economic Freedom, published
by the Heritage Foundation and
the Wall Street Journal, [has just
been released]. The broad conclu-
sion: The more open a nation’s
economy, the better off its people.

As Adam Smith told us more
than 200 years ago, it’s not from
the benevolence of the baker that
we expect our daily bread. The
Index reminds us that it is not
from the benevolence of the
world’s political leaders that we
can explain the expansion of free-
dom. -

In the age of the microchip,
the real decision about the direc-
tion of the world’s economy is
made not by government, but by
the tens of millions of individuals
making their own buying, selling,
and investing choices each day.
— THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

November 30, 1999

Software for Fundraising
& Memberships

UNDimensions™

www.fundimensions.com

M Dangerous Drugs?

In the wake of the recent
wave of shootings in America’s
government schools, there has
been an orgy of hand-wringing
and finger-pointing. Blame for
these tragedies is ascribed to the
availability of firearms or the vio-
lent content of movies, television
and video games.

Amidst all the clamor there
have been a few voices sounding
a very different alarm: that mil-
lions of American children are on
psychotropic drugs — many of
which have violent side-effects.

Samuel L. Blumenfield, writ-
ing in WorldNetDaily (July 7)
noted: “What is most disturbing,
however, is the growing aware-
ness that the increased violence
among school children may have
more to do with the drugs they
take than with the guns they use.”

Kelly O'Meara, writing in the
June 28, 1999 issue of Insight
magazine, reports that there are
now over five million school chil-
dren on psychotropic drugs, most
of which are prescribed and ad-
ministered in the government
schools themselves. The Decem-
ber 1996 Teacher Magazine re-
ports that there are four million
on Ritalin alone, while Alexander
Cockburn, writing in the Los An-
geles Times (July 6), reports that
Ritalin is being given to about two
million American school children.

Eighteen-year-old Eric Har-
ris, who with his friend Dylan
Klebold, 17, massacred their
classmates at Columbine High
School in Littleton, Colorado, had
been taking Luvox for Obsessive-
Compulsive Disorder.

T. J. Solomon, 15, who shot
and wounded six fellow students
at Heritage High School in
Conyers, Georgia, was on Ritalin
for depression. Also on Ritalin for
Bi-polar Disorder was 15-year-old
Shawn Cooper, who fired two
shotgun rounds, narrowly missing

. classmates and teachers in Notus,

Idaho. Kip Kinkel, 15, who first
killed his parents and later killed
two students and wounded 22
more in his Oregon school, was on
Ritalin and Prozac.

Mitchell Johnson, 13, who,
with his friend, Andrew Golden,
11, shot several children and a
teacher at Westside Middle School
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, was be-
ing treated by a psychiatrist and
is presumed to have been on some
sort of medication.

— MARK VALVERDE
Freedom Network News
August-October 1999

H Jail Boomers?

Though [New Mexico Gover-
nor Gary] Johnson now advocates
a drug-free lifestyle, he still does
not think drug users should be
treated like criminals.

In 1997, Johnson noted, state
and local officials arrested 1.6
million people for drug offenses,
and about 400,000 drug offenders
are behind bars right now. “I don’t
think we can continue to lock
Americans up [for] bad choices,”
he said. “This has got to end.”

— REASON MAGAZINE
December 1999
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Liberty,
Responsibility
community

ANAHEIM,
CALIFORNIA
JUNE 30-
JULY 3, 2000

(Friday-Monday)
Anaheim Marriott Hotel

vik'tare n. 1. The winning of a str

ry

uggle.

2. The overcoming of an antagonist. 3. Success.
4. Achievement against great odds or difficulty.

hat's the goal of
the Libertarian
Party? Nothing less than

victory — a free America.

The 2000 National Libertarian
Convention will give you a taste of
what that future victory will be like
by showcasing some of today's
officeholders — Libertarians who
are working right now to roll back
the size, cost, and intrusiveness of
government.

Remember: Victory isn't
something we have to wait for. It's
something we're building today —
one elected Libertarian at a time.

You can share in the excite-
ment of that victory at the Nationa!
Convention, with 1,450 other LP
delegates from around the nation.
It's the party's celebration of
"America’s Future: Liberty, Res-
ponsibility & Community.”

And it's your opportunity to help
nominate the party's 2000 pres-
idential ticket; select LP leader-
ship for the new millennium;
and craft the new LP Platform.

Mark the date: June 30-july 3,
2000, Anaheim, California. Register
today: Prices go up April 15, 2000.
It's where the party's future starts!

Discount Hotel Rates

Special discount room prices
of only $104 per night (single
or double) are available at the
Anaheim Marriott Hotel. Call
Marriott directly to make your
reservation. Tell them that you
are attending the 2000 Liber-
tarian Convention. For special
rates, make your reservation
no later than June 2, 2000!
(Room rate does not include
15% sales tax.) For reserva-
tions, call: (800) 228-9290

-Yes!

b MO
G
- l‘.}f £ i
i o
s '

M Phil Miller. His elec-
tion to the city council in
1999 shocked the Green-
field, Indiana, political
establishment: Phil Miller
not only beat an incum-
bent, he beat him in a
partisan race. And not only
that, the man he beat
was the County Chair of
the GOP in a heavily
Republican district. Find
out how he did it at the
2000 National Convention.

Program.

\
¥

I Sign me up for the following package(s):

Special Discount Prices. (Deadline: April 15, 2000.)

$339 - Includes Gala Banquet, opening night
reception, two luncheons with guest speakers,
a special entertainment event, all workshops
and panels, Floor Pass for Main Hall speakers,
Convention tote bag, & Convention Program.

H Bill Masters. A county
sheriff in favor of ending
Drug Prohibition? Unheard
of — and a sure guarantee
that he would lose his
1998 re-election bid in San
Miguel County, said critics.
But Bill Masters didn’t just
win, he won with 80% of
the vote. He'll explain
why drug legalization
isn't the “taboo” political
topic is once was — even
if you're a sheriff.

$249 - Includes Gala Banquet, opening night

; 't reception, a special entertainment event, all

i workshops and panels, Floor Pass for Main Hall
speakers, Convention tote bag, & Convention

$129 - Includes opening night reception, a
special entertainment event, all workshops
and panels, Floor Pass for Main Hall speakers,
Convention tote bag, & Convention Program.

_—————----_—---—----—-:

W Payment:
[ ] Check/money order.
Charge [ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

ACCT, #

H Bonnie Flickinger.

It can be difficult for Lib-
ertarians to get elected
— so imagine how tough
it is to do it three times!
With her re-election to
the Moreno Valley (CA)
city council in 1998, Bon-
nie Flickinger became one
of the longest-serving (and
most successful) LP office
holders in party history.
She will share the secrets
of her political victory(s).

Need More Information?

The Balcom Group
Registration Management
3600 16th Street, NW
Washington DC 20010
Phone: (202) 234-3880
Fax: (202) 234-3884
E-mail: LPCONV@aol.com

M Basic Delegate Package -

$59 : Floor Pass for Main Hall

speakers, Convention tote bag,
& Convention Program.

- LIBERTARIAN

Y Liberty, Responsibility
& Community

AR

Americas Future

SIGNATURE

EXPIRES

Make checks payable to: 2000 National Libertarian Party Convention

B Special Needs?

Please let us know if you have any special needs or other
requirements. We should know about:

QA Visual
Q Dietary

O Mobility
4 Other:

U Hearing

W To Register:

Mail to: Balcom Group / 2000 National LP Convention

I [ ]GOLD $339 [ ]SILVER $249 [ | BRONZE $129
I [ ] BASIC DELEGATE PACKAGE $59

: NAME

I ADDRESS

I Ciry SIATE P

I PHONE W[ |H

|

I E-MAIL

I EMPLOYER

I OCCUPATION

I M Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing
l address, and occupation and name of employer for each individual whose
I contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

LNnn:: PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE REGISTRATION FORM FOR EACH ATTENDEE.

3600 16th Street, NW - Washington, DC 20010
Fax: (202) 234-3884 - Call toll-free: (800) 272-1776
Via e-mail: LPCONV@aol.com

---—_-——__—_—_---------——--——_—_---J

_—-—-—_----—-J
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What's next for the 1.P?

Continued from Page 1

Further, competition from a
cyber “free trade zone” will put
pressure on state governments to
either cut their own sales/use
taxes or allow their commercial
sectors to be devastated. This may
be the best opportunity the LP has
ever had.

If we can’t win this one, we
may as well hang it up and go Web
surfing (after getting a license and
paying all the applicable new
taxes, of course).

— TiM O’BRIEN
(Executive Director,
LP of Michigan)

Milestone: | have not made
any predictions — political or fi-
nancial — in over 20 years. I don’t
believe anyone can predict the
future reliably.

However, the most likely
milestone will be the LP’s break-
through to permanent national
visibility — probably by getting
5% in a presidential election.

Ifit happens in 2000, I believe
we can win some Congressional
elections in 2002, possibly elect a
President in 2004, and get a Lib-
ertarian Congress in 2006. If we
don’t achieve the breakthrough in
2000, we can at least set the stage
for one in 2002.

I want to live in a libertarian
America for most of the remain-
ing years of my life, and so I'm
determined to bring this about.
— HARRY BROWNE

(LP candidate, 2000
presidential nomination)

Strategy: I'd
like to see our can- | # :
didates take the |-##<s_ 3
concept of relent-
less incremental- | &*
ism and apply it to
solutions for to-
day’s problems and today’s voters.

Let’s talk about doing away
with small specific portions of gov-
ernment now, instead of doing
away with 90% of it all at once.
Let’s talk about property owners
building fences without zoning
appeals, instead of doing away
with zoning all together. After we
win that, then we can talk about
legalizing home-based businesses.

While many people may
agree with the big fix, they don’t
see these ideas as immediately
realistic and will look to someone
they are more comfortable with.
— PHIL MILLER

(City Council,
Greenfield, Indiana)

Issue: Education will be the
issue providing the greatest op-
portunities for the Libertarian
Party to move society in a liber-
tarian direction in the next de-
cade.

The evidence is increasingly
clear that government-operated

schools (America’s most socialist
institution) are failing and cannot
do otherwise. Large school dis-
tricts, the worst, will go belly up
as private alternatives continue to
grow. The healthy economy will
make private schools increasingly
available to more students, par-
ticularly children of the poor. The
information economy is already
providing entrepreneurial oppor-
tunity for bright youngsters with
little formal schooling.

Children educated free of gov-
ernment school statist propa-
ganda will love the libertarian
message of freedom.

— DAVID BERGLAND
(LP National Chairman)

Milestone: Our team of
elected Libertarians will produce
Libertarian leaders whose expe-
rience in local office will propel
them into victories in partisan
elections at the state level.

With 20 recently elected office
holders [in 1999], we have over
200 potential state-legislators-in-
training. We will create several
tripartisan state legislatures in
the next decade.

To facilitate these victories,
we will support the Libertarians
who win local elections. Websites
and newsletters will showcase our
office holders; check-writers will
support the winning causes; and
activists will be welcomed at ral-
lies and real victory parties. The
first such opportunity will occur
in California in the year 2000.
— BONNIE FLICKINGER

(City Council,
Simi Valley, California)

Issue: Thereis
no doubt in my
mind that the
“wedge” issue of
the coming decade
will be the insane,
evil, destructive
“War on Drugs” . . .

more accu-
rately described as the War on
The Bill of Rights, or the War on
the American People.

As the majority of voters

come to realize how destructive
this monstrosity really is, and the
old-party politicians continue to
defend it, the Libertarian Party
will gain tremendous support as
a result.

— DAVID NOLAN

(Founder, Libertarian Party)

Issue: Social Security. Once
considered the third rail of poli-
tics, Democrats and Republicans
are finally acknowledging that
something needs to be done. Un-
fortunately, both parties are talk-
ing about “saving Social Security”
rather than privatizing it.

Social Security will begin
running deficits in 2013. Baby
boomers will be retiring in greater
numbers over the next decade,
which means the problems asso-
ciated with Social Security will
increase dramatically.

The Libertarian Party has
been calling for an end to Social
Security for 30 years, and the pub-
lic will finally agree with us by the
next decade. Unless Social Secu-
rity is privatized, Americans will
be faced with draconian tax in-
creases just to keep the system
solvent.

The Libertarian Party’s lead-
ership and foresight on this issue

=

i
o |
<

R throughout
R the land’

The Bible (Leviticus 25:10)

As Libertarians, it's our responsibility to proclaim
B the blessings of liberty “throughout the land.” Now,
‘ there’s a way to continue to proclaim in a mighty voice,
even when your voice has been stilled. How? By naming
the Libertarian Party in your will or insurance policy. So,
you can make a contribution to liberty that lasts beyond
one lifetime. For a confidential discussion of this option,
please contact national LP Treasurer Mark Tuniewicz at
(781) 883-5295. Or e-mail him at: Treasurer@lp.org.

will benefit all Americans, and the
LP will receive credit for solving
the problem.
— JUAN ROS

(Executive Director,

LP of California)

Strategy:
Many people equate
“individual rights”
with a “win” for the
advantaged and a
“lose” for the disad-
vantaged. 4

Our mission, therefore, is to
remind others of history’s unani-
mous verdict: liberty is win-win
and helps the downtrodden most
of all.

Our message must change
from “Don’t tread on me!” to the
more inclusive “Help the poor,
save the environment, discourage
crime, and create a better world
for all through liberty!”

— MARY RUWART
(Author, Healing Our World)

Strategy: “All Politics is Lo-
cal.” Based on my own 20 years of
activism, I’ve come to the conclu-
sion that a relentless focus on lo-
cal organizing is the key to our
future electoral success.

In the years to come, I will
continue to advocate an increased
focus on providing the training
and materials to support this ef-
fort. Establishing more local LP
organizations creates a group of
activists within a structure which
is permanent, and is constantly
available for the next campaign to
rely on.

The “local organization” ap-
proach compliments our direct-
mail efforts via Project Archi-
medes. To the extent we continue
to add new members from any
source, having an established lo-
cal organization gives that new
member a political home — a
place to go that is immediate, per-
sonal, and relevant.

— MARK TUNIEWICZ
(LP National Treasurer)

Milestone: By 2002, the per-
centage of Americans who identify
themselves with core Libertarian
beliefs will cross 10%, when all of
the early adopters have joined up.
This will mark the beginning of
the mainstream adoption of Lib-
ertarian policy ideas.

After that point; the growth
of the party will take another
sharp turn upwards. Analysis
shows that 10% is a magic num-
ber. When market penetration for
any product or idea reaches 10%,
suddenly everyone has heard of it,
and it will gain a new surge of
support. When the LP is on the
cover of Time magazine, you’ll

*know we’ve reached this mark.
— ELIAS ISRAEL

(State Chair,
LP of Massachusetts)

Strategy: The LP should tar-
get young people. We should be
speaking to high school classes
and on college campuses. We
should put together a media cam-
paign designed specifically for
young people, and advertise on
MTV and Comedy Central. Our
ideas resonate with the youth.
They want to be free and indepen-
dent. The LP is the only party that
offers them that freedom.

The youth of America is an
untapped political force. Jesse
Ventura unleashed the youth vote
successfully in Minnesota, and
that’s exactly what the LP needs
to do all over the country. Best of
all, we could create an entirely
new generation of freedom-loving
Americans — with loyalty to the
LP — that would last for many.
years to come.

— CHRIS AZZARO
(State Director, LP of Nevada)

Milestone: The most impor-
tant milestone the LP will achieve
in the next 10 years will be to
grow to the point where we can
make ourselves visible to the en-
tire electorate on a regular basis.
This will make us a part of the
national political debate.

I feel confident that this is
going to happen because of what
we accomplished in the 1990s.
The growth we experienced in the
96 campaign, followed by the
growth generated by Project
Archimedes, will allow the 2000
campaign to be substantially
more visible than our last na-
tional campaign. Greater visibil-
ity in 2000 will result in more
growth, and will set the stage for
the rest of the decade.

Step by step, and member by
member, we will place ourselves
in a position to become visible to
everyone, everywhere, everyday.
— PERRY WILLIS

(Past LP National Director)

Strategy: “It
takes zealous so-
cial movements to
provoke a political
sea change,” writes
Michael Kazin in |°
the Los Angeles [i
Times. He is dead right. We need
one issue that unites our party
with the kind of moral fervor that
motivated such groups as the civil




What's next

rights movement. Drug legaliza-
tion is such an issue, but we are
not using it effectively.

During the early Seventies,
we won over campuses with our
anti-draft stand. The issue of drug
legalization can do the same by
mobilizing youth who exude
moral fervor and are usually first
to oppose injustice. Drug legaliza-
tion also exemplifies the Libertar-
1an ideology of fiscal conservatism
and social tolerance — a position
polls show is held by a majority
of voters and therefore can win
political support for our party.
— TONIE NATHAN

(1972 LP Vice Presidential
candidate)

Issue: Small
Government Is
Beautiful. We must
re-define and re-
position the Liber-
tarian Party as the
party of small gov- HESES 2
ernment. As strategy and issue.
A simple issue, a simple choice for
America: Big Government or
small government. Big Govern-
ment problems or small govern-
ment solutions. Big Government
complexity or small government
simplicity. Big Government taxes
or small government savings. Big
Government waste or small gov-
ernment thrift.

Libertarians act to make gov-
ernment small. Every issue. Ev-
ery time. No exceptions. No ex-
cuses. Why Big Government ver-
sus small government? In a com-
plex, confusing world, people
crave clear and simple choices.
Small government is the Libertar-
ian solution.

— MICHAEL CLOUD
(Creator, The Art of
Political Persuasion)

Want to help the Lib-
ertarian Party get its
candidates on the ballot
for the 2000 elections
— and earn money at
the same time?

The Libertarian Party is
recruiting petitioners for
full-time work NOW.
Compensation is based on
production, and good
petitioners can earn $750
a week or more,

Contact Political Director Ron
Crickenberger at the LP national
headquarters today for more
information. E-mail:
RonCrickenberger@compuserve.com
Or call: (202) 333-0008, ext. 227.

THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY: 2000 AND BEYOND

SARA COTHAM:
“If we craft an
agreeable and

inspiring message,
they will come.”

Strategy: Marketing our
message. Most voters agree with
our principles, but they either
can’t find us or can’t identify with
our persistent image as a “fringe”
political party.

We must improve our visibil-
ity and credibility by maintaining
a positive, year-round presence in
our communities and by running
dedicated and prepared candi-
dates.

If we craft an understand-
able, agreeable, and inspiring
message — and back it up with
active local affiliates — they will
come.

— SARA COTHAM
(Executive Director,
LP of Indiana)

Strategy: The
most 1mportant
strategic move for
the Libertarian
Party to make
should be at the lo-
cal level. In order
for us to achieve liberty in our life-
time we must gain political power.

To do this we must start at
the bottom and work our way up.

If more Libertarians took vol-
unteer positions in their com-
munities, and ran for their city
councils, then more voters would
be exposed to our ideas.

After seeing us correct the
system at the local level, the vot-
ers will want us to continue the
job and elect us for higher offices.
— FRED COLLINS

(City Council,
Berkley, Michigan)

Strategy: The dependence
upon government is like depen-
dence on a drug: abuse and addic-
tion lead to powerlessness. As bad
as this is when it happens to an
individual, it is worse when it af-
flicts society.

Anti-addiction advertising
campaigns have been remarkably
successful in curbing the overuse
of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco. I
think a similar approach would
help people realize our unhealthy
societal addiction to government,
empowering them to “just say no.”
I recommend we develop this
theme in advertising for cam-
paigns, as well as in generic im-
age advertising for the party.

If we spend the decade pro-

for the

ducing media presentations that
speak to “addiction to govern-
ment,” we will end the decade
with an impressive, pro-liberty
library that could serve us well in
opening minds to the libertarian
alternative throughout the 21st
century.
— JAMES MERRITT

(AOL Libertarian Forum Host)

Issue: While continuing to
spread the Libertarian message
on policy issues, the LP and its
candidates need to advocate the
adoption of alternative voting sys-
tems — specifically, Instant Run-
off Voting (IRV) in single winner
races and Proportional Repre-
sentation (PR) in legislative elec-
tions.

For now, Libertarians are a
political minority in a winner-
take-all (Single Member Plural-
ity) voting system. IRV would
eliminate the “wasted vote” syn-
drome that keeps so many voters
from voting for us when they pre-
fer our candidates. PR would im-
mediately elect Libertarians to
legislative bodies up to, and in-
cluding, Congress.

— BILL REDPATH
(Past National LLP
Ballot Access Coordinator)

Prediction: At least one Lib-
ertarian will be elected to a ma-
jor partisan office (U.S. House,
U.S. Senate, or Governor). While
this could happen in 2000, I think
it 1s likely to happen by 2004.
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Why? The growing size and
strength of the Libertarian Party,
and our ever-increasing “farm-
team” of experienced candidates,
campaign managers, and elected
officials.

Plus, I think we can rely on
the Democrats and Republicans to
continue taxing, spending, regu-
lating, and interfering — giving
the American people even more
reasons to “throw the bums out”
and take a chance on a Libertar-
ian.

— STEVE DASBACH
(LP National Director)

Strategy: A
visitor to our re-
gional meeting
asked, “Since Lib-
ertarians oppose
taxation because
it’s an initiation of
force, how will you get the money
to run the government?” Our
strategy should begin by answer-
ing this question.

Contract insurance is my an-
swer. But if it is wrong, we should
discover what is right. Politicians
are hired to protect life and prop-
erty, and if we sound like we can
do it better than the other parties,
we probably will get the job; how-
ever, political success involves
more than just winning elections.
To ensure our continued success,
we need to get the job done.

— DAVE HOLLIST
(LP candidate, 2000
presidential nomination)

Issue: Social Security. Over
the next two decades, a massive
number of Baby Boomers will re-
tire, fully expecting to get “their
fair share” from the next genera-
tion of victims: Gen Xers.

Trouble is, the number of
young Americans who believe in
the Social Security scheme is
roughly equal to the number who
believed Bill Clinton “never had
sex with that woman.” They’re not
going to want to pay up to bail out
the bankrupt system — and we
need to be there for them.

Our job will be to say: Demo-
crats and Republicans got you
into this mess; only the Libertar-
lans can get you out.

— GEORGE GETZ
LP Press Secretary

Strategy: The
LP should focus on
leadership: its own,
of the individualist
movement, its mem-
bers, of their re-
spective communi-
ties, and its candidates, of their
constituencies.

The core competence of Lib-
ertarians is to pilot wisely
through chaos. As government’s
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