SIDE
LP membership
growth in 2004

2

LP removed from

Maine town Web site

8
11
15

Property tax hike
defeated in MA
Ballot access bill in
Nebraska legislature
To empower teachers,
allow school choice

LP reaches out to conservatives
at CPAC event in Washington
By J. Daniel Cloud
LP NEWS EDITOR

The Libertarian Party wasaco¬
sponsor
Political

of the Conservative
Action

Conference

(CPAC) on Feb. 17-19 at the
Ronald Reagan Building in Washing¬
ton, D.C. — using the opportunity
to reach out to other organizations,
to get ideas for outreach and to tell
fiscal conservatives that there is

an

alternative to the

Republican Party.
More
than
90
organizations
sponsored the event, including the
Objectivist Center, Americans for
Tax Reform, the NRA, the National

Taxpayers Union, the ACLU, Heri¬
tage Foundation, Bureaucrash, the

Drug Policy Alliance and

a

host of

others.

According to CPAC's Web site,
the event is the nation's oldest and

largest gathering of conservatives,
having been held annually for more
than 30 years.
"While we aren't aligned with
the political views of these other

I LP Executive Director Joe Seehusen and LP donor Michael McKay (above, left) take a welcome opportunity to speak with Grover Norquist,
president of Americans for Tax Reform, at a CPAC reception. (Photo contributed by CPAC.) LP Development Coordinator Jessica Neno Wilson
and Affiliate Services Coordinator Samuel New

(above, right) assist

party's booth. More than 100 people requested

more

groups

all subjects, the other
didn't necessarily line up on
every issue, either," said LP Execu¬

ference,

ertarians

tive Director Joe Seehusen.

vatives

"By taking part in this CPAC con¬
we hope to show that Lib¬

groups on

are

—

the true fiscal

much

more so

conser¬

than the

new member Jason Rosenfeld, who joined the LP after stopping by the
info about the party during the conference. (Photo by LP intern John St. Leger.)

Republicans are."
Speakers at the conference in¬
cluded libertarian-friendly people
such as former U.S. Rep. Bob Barr
of Georgia, Grover Norquist of
Americans for Tax Reform and Adam

Oklahoma LP

case

heard

by U.S. Supreme Court

The U.S.Supreme Court debated Jan. 19 whether voters registered

Dick

Cheney spoke at the presiden¬
banquet.
Sam New, who organized the LFs

tial

activities at the conference, added,
"The CPAC conference is one of the

thor Ann Coulter, Ohio Secretary of
State Ken Blackwell, Pat Buchanan

biggest outreach exhibitions of po¬
in the Wash¬
ington, D.C. area, with about 4,500
people attending."
"I feel we were very well re¬

and Newt

ceived," New said. "We met

Thierer of the Cato Institute, as well
as such notables as Karl Rove, au¬

Gingrich. Vice President

litical action groups

a

lot of

people who

either supportive
simply support
having an alternative to the big
government ideal put forward by
the Republicans and Democrats."
Seehusen agreed, saying confer¬
ence attendees were "surprised, but
glad to see us."
"I think this is a big step forward
for the LP," he said. "Our profile
See LP REACHES OUT Page 4
of

our

ideas

are

or

who

with

one political party should be allowed to vote in another
party's primary elections. The case (Clingman v. Beaver) stems
from an election lawsuit brought by the Oklahoma Libertarian
Party against the state — which is one of 24 states that have closed or
semi-closed primaries.
Oklahoma Libertarians are requesting the right to hold an open pri¬
mary in the state, which currently permits only closed or semi-closed
primaries. If they prevail, qualified parties that hold primaries will be
able to decide whether all registered voters may participate, or wheth¬
er the primary should be restricted only to voters
registered for that

Party
State
Leadership Alliance in St. Louis on
Jan. 21-23, featuring a forum with

party.

elected Libertarians.

The court has

already said that states may not force political parties
to accept primary votes from people registered in other parties — lead¬
ing to the abolishment of the "blanket primaries" in California and
Washington state. The question now is what should be done if a party
wants to accept votes from those registered with other parties.
"We're taking the position that it's our business, not the govern¬
ment's,

to who votes in the candidate selection

process," said Rich¬
LP member and publisher of Ballot Access News, which
examines ballot access for third parties.
See U.S. SUPREME Page 3
ard

as

Winger,

an

State leaders discuss strategy
to

Representatives of 24 state
LP affiliates
annual

attended the

conference

of the

Libertarian

loosely organized group, these
leaders of state parties have agreed
ship

or

an

established member¬

to burden themselves with

rules. Rather,

they emphasize mak¬
ing positive changes in their respec¬
tive groups so that the party as a
whole

can

"We

sphere

become

more

successful.

hope to change the atmo¬

that when Libertarians
discuss successes, they don't have
so

chair in Iowa. "We want instead to
look to actual, real-world change
and events."
One way to

A

not to have

speak in internal terms," said

Mark Nelson, treasurer of the Liber¬
tarian National Committee and state

is

by presenting

make that happen
a unified message

In a discussion of state party Web
sites, Missouri LP Webmaster Glenn

Nielsen noted that Libertarians

can

become better

organized and more
visible by using the Internet to bet¬
ter advantage.
Nielsen pointed to several candi¬
dates' and affiliates' sites that had

both inside the LP and to the out¬

a

side world, Nelson said.
"For example, several states have
established themselves as friends of

the November elections, saying that
events of any sort — the bigger the

small business, as the sole party
that stands up for the rights of small

to Web sites.

businessmen," he said, encouraging

even

others to consider

in

lar efforts.

tarian

we're

more

focusing on simi¬
"By singing as a chorus,
likely to be heard."

big spike in traffic the day before

better, of

course

Web sites

can

can

—

be

divisive, with

a

drive traffic

frustrating and
primary culprit

negative reactions to the Liber¬
Party's sites being discussion
See CONFERENCE Page 4
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Taxpayer Bill of Rights opposed by LP

What good is a Taxpayer Bil of Rights that allows the state

government to- accuse local governments of fiscal irrespon¬
sibility while simultaneously forcing them to spend more
money than they have?
That question led members of the St. Croix
Valley Liberty organiza¬
tion to oppose the Taxpayer Bill of Rights
(TABOR) amendment to the
Wisconsin Constitution that state legislators are
currently considering.
The amendment was initially conceived to limit the
growth of state
and local government spending. It would
require any local govern¬
ment to hold a referendum before
increasing taxes, said Craig Mohn,
chairman of St. Croix Valley Liberty.
"The problem is that this bill unfairly blames local
governments for
fiscal irresponsibility when it's actually state mandates on local
gov¬
that make the current tax system unfair," he said.
Mohn noted that "a lot of other Libertarians will
disagree with our

ernment

...

decision to oppose TABOR, saying that any kind of low tax legislation
is better than nothing," and acknowledged that such
legislation has
received

hearty support from Libertarians in other states.
"Wisconsin certainly needs a major revision of its tax system, but
the proposed amendment would be only a minor alteration, not the
major change we need," he said. "[And] they've made so many exemp¬
tions as to who would have to follow it; almost every
group that col¬
lects taxes would be able to opt out of this. It wouldn't fix
anything."

LPIN director named press

club president

Brad Klopfenstein, executive director of the Indiana LP since
2000, has been named president of the

Indianapolis Press Club,

a group of which
The club is made up

he has been a member since 2001.
of members of the press, people involved in
public relations, legislators and other elected officials, lobbyists and
legislative staffers — giving Klopfenstein a chance to get to know
them on a personal level.
"When I joined, I made it a point to have lunch at the club at least
twice a week, just to get some face time with the
state's movers and shakers, and also to keep vis¬
ible with the press," he said. "It worked."
Soon after joining, Klopfenstein was invited to
help with a major fundraising event. His partici¬
pation gave him the chance "to show that Liber¬
tarians are real people and can be counted on to
do what they say they are going to do."
And in the fall of 2001, he was asked by the
press club president if he would consider being
a candidate for a position on the club's board of
directors. When he ran the idea past Indiana LP
Chair Mark Rutherford, Rutherford said something
along the lines of "I'll fire you if you turn this down." Klopfenstein
was subsequently elected to serve a
two-year term on the board
serving from 2002-2003. He was elected vice president of the group
for 2004, then became president for 2005.
"My involvement in this club has been great for the LP," Klopfen¬
stein said. "It has been a great opportunity to get to know reporters.
Now that they are comfortable with me, they are far more likely to
call me for quotes on stories that they are working on."
—

Fight won against political
advertising law in Alabama
The city attorney in Fairhope,

Ala., recently told city police
officers to stop enforcing a city

law

restricting campaign advertis¬
ing. And other laws regarding politi¬
cal advertising will soon be reviewed
to see if they are overly restrictive,
thanks to activity by an LP officer
in Fairhope.
Fairhope city officials have prom¬
ised to revisit their laws regarding
political advertising, after James
Hines was ordered to stop putting
campaign fliers on car windshields
in the city last fall.
Hines is the Libertarian Party
district chair in South Alabama and
a

resident of

Fairhope,

a

suburb of

Mobile.

uting fliers as Hines was doing.
Wynne noted, however, that the
law was not generally applied.
"When Mr. Wynne responded to
me, he said that the city does have
some leniency in
enforcing these
laws," Hines said. "But they have
agreed to suspend enforcement of
this law for the time being, while
things get sorted out."
The city council has promised to
"appoint a committee to look at all
laws pertaining to political adver¬
tising, with the idea of amending
those that

are

in conflict with

con¬

stitutionally protected liberties,"
Hines added.

"The

day after I made my protest
Fairhope City Council, Police
Chief Chris Browning said in a news¬
paper article that it was absurd that
any of his officers would stop me or
anybody else from distributing po¬
to the

Hines

was

officer to

ordered
his

cease

by a police
canvassing ef¬

forts in September. In November he

complained to the city council, ask¬
ing them to tell him exactly what
law he had broken by passing out
campaign materials for Libertar¬
ian presidential candidate Michael
Badnarik and congressional write-in

trying to pretend that nothing
even happened."
Hines said he didn't object to
being questioned for putting fliers

candidate Dick Coffee.

on

Upon hearing Hines' complaint,
the city council threw the ques¬
tion to City Attorney Marion "Tut"
Wynne, who later said that there is,
in fact, a law that prohibits distrib¬

his actions could be viewed with

LP joins
Joe

Seehusen

was

recently invited to join the
American Family Business Institute's
Death Tax Repeal Working Group,
whose goal is to help all those ad¬
vocating the end of the death tax
become more informed and produc¬
tive in their efforts.
"Death taxes
taxes and

—

including estate

gift taxes

—

erature, I would be
Hines said.
In any event,

has

now

told the

are an

im¬

moral assault on our American way
of life," Seehusen said. "Hardwork¬

ing Americans work their whole
lives to be able to leave behind

of its

cause

tion of the

city attorney and change
promised, Hines said he has no in¬
tention of legal action against the
city.
"I am thoroughly convinced that
if I were to proceed with legal ac¬
tion against the city, I would pre¬
vail," Hines said.
"And

rights

certainly liberty and our
worth fighting for. But
to give the committee time

are

I want

litical fliers. What's absurd is that

to review these laws without

he's

ing their views be unduly biased by

cars,

because he understood how

suspicion.
However, the police officer told
was illegal to distribute
po¬
litical literature in Fairhope, and
him it

resentment of

mittee to review the laws and based

the

on

Tut

extremely helpful demeanor

Wynne has adopted."

and flush it down the drain.

piration."

"I'm

looking forward to working
with this group, to explore ways
the Libertarian Party can contribute
to the effort to end the death tax.

Many Americans spend their life¬
paying taxes and still manage
to save money to provide for their
children and grandchildren after
their deaths. But when they die,
40-50 percent of their savings are
confiscated by the federal govern¬
times

ment."
Dick Patten, executive director
of the American

Patten said he and others with

the institute

generation," he said. "And I know
lowering taxes is certainly a
part of what the Libertarian Party
is interested in. It seems like a good
that

match."
The

gress

The Libertarian Party's membership grew in 2004, ending a four-

fat cats

should be

and the Institute for Justice.
"We're also

asking people to join us as we work to challenge the
repeal the death tax. It's going to be a great year."

Patriot Act and

And then, at their most

point, the Washington
snatch it away from them

no

one

reason:

taxation without

ions, articles, and advertisements

published in this newspaper do not
necessarily represent official party
positions unless so indicated.
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American

Family Business
pushing a bill it hopes to
approved by the current Con¬
— H.R. 64, which was introSee FIGHTING Page 8

res¬

Libertarian Party News (ISSN
8755-139X) is the official monthly
newspaper of the Libertarian
Party® of the United States. Opin¬

interested in hav¬

business to transcend to the next

have

a

are

ing the Libertarian Party involved
in this fight because of the party's
emphasis on taxes.
"The death tax is the great bar¬
rier for a family farm or other family

to

—

me.

being, rather than
pushing the issue of my personal
complaint, I've decided to just get
out of the way, given that they are
interested in appointing this com¬

kill the death tax. We believe there

2600

hav¬

"For the time

nization "exists for

signed the party's pledge — and those who subscribe to LP News but
who have not signed the pledge to become full members.
"I think this bodes well for our party's future," LP Executive Direc¬
tor Joe Seehusen said, noting that the growth is due in large part
to the donor-funded Operation Welcome Back, an outreach program
inviting lapsed members to rejoin the party.
"Last year alone, 1,943 former members rejoined the party due to
that program," he said. He expects the growth pattern to continue.
"We have a program in place to reach out and get new members
from variety of sources, some on the left and some on the right," he
said. "We're going to continue to explore looking to bring in regis¬
tered Libertarians
as well as people from our natural allies includ¬
ing the National Taxpayers Union, Citizens against Government Waste

its

is

vulnerable

those who have

of

Now that the issue has the atten¬

loved

—

because

rights.

ment

Four-year slide in LP membership ends

This number includes both formal members

and

apparent violation of First Amend¬

Institute is

percent growth.

potential for selective

enforcement

legacy to their children and their

year-long slump. Membership at the end of 2003 was 21,043, a
number that grew to 22,177 by the end of 2004 — more than 5

the city attorney
police chief that

the law shouldn't be enforced be¬

Family Business
Institute, explained that the orga¬

ones.

inviting arrest,"

fight to end death tax

Libertarian Party Executive
Director

"he gave me the impression that
if I continued to distribute the lit¬

Send Address Changes To:
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2600

Party: "To move public policy in a libertarian
political party that elects Libertarians to public office."

Libertarian Party News

SCLP opposes
The South Carolina House of
bill that would make seatbelt

a

matter of

primary enforcement
meaning the police would be
able to pull drivers over for no
reason other than the fact that they
aren't buckled up. The state LP is a
primary opponent of the legislation,
which has already been approved by
use a

Any

■

"Given these

would

circumstances, it

should be obvious that all seatbelt
laws

an

are

without full consent

—

unwarranted intrusion

device, take

drug

to

—

use

medicine,
or have surgery to protect that
person's health, would be subject to
full prosecution of the law.
"As long as the opportunity
a

by government into the personal
lives of citizens. Also, the use of
a seatbelt is no real guarantee of

a

or

exists for

accidents

injury rather than keep me safe;
for as long as the possibility exists

legally restrained by seat
belts or child safety seats.
The state Senate approved the
bill

on

Feb. 2, but it must still be

approved by the House and the
governor.
"I can think of

other law that

no

through my compliance — could
actually cause me increased injury
—

and

death," said Ed Haas,

even

secretary for the state LP, in
January presentation to the state

press
a

Senate

Transportation Committee.

While

do

belts

seat

"reduce

injury and prevent death in many
traffic accidents
it is equally
undisputable that the same properly
...

02031

death," Haas said.

irresponsible, Haas argued.
has no right to
a person's body.
medical professional who
attempt to force a person

safety. While

not

.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

occasions

be saved in certain kinds of traffic

car are

.

1972. Each issue, we

some

Currently, South Carolina law
allows adult drivers to be given a
ticket for not wearing a seatbelt
only if they are stopped for another
if children in the

-

"The government
take chances with

on

the Senate.

or

.

belts is

—

traffic offense

.

.

actually causes injury, increases the
severity of injuries and even causes

seatbelt

worn

Representatives is considering

seatbelt bill

LOOKING

some

people might

using a seatbelt, there is
ample evidence that in other kinds
of accidents some people have been
more
seriously injured and even
killed only because of seatbelt use.
"The
has

no

fact is,

seatbelt to

a

for the seatbelt to

cause

cause me

me

death

rather than

prolong my life; for as
these possibilities exist, the
government has no right whatsoever

long

the government
authority to

constitutional

as

to mandate that I

willingly and knowingly maim and
kill some people through forced
seatbelt use, just because the
government hopes others will be
saved merely by chance."

use or

not

use

my

seatbelt."
The bill has been sent to the state
is

Representatives, where it
expected soon to be debated by

the

The bill's chief sponsor, Senate

Education

and

Committee before

Public

Works

going to the full

Transportation Committee chairman
Greg Ryberg, explained that in his
opinion, "If you save 300 lives, that's
a
positive step by government,"
according to an Associated Press

to the Senate floor for

report.

year,

But attempting to save lives by
forcing people to buckle their seat-

House.

House.
A similar bill

approved last

was

year by the House before going to
the state Senate, but never made it

on a

a

LP News has been

showcase

a

published continuously since
few top stories from 10, 20 and 30 years ago.

March-April 1975

Headline: Robert Meier Appointed

as

Hutchinson's Successor

"National Director of the Libertarian

Party Ned Hutchinson
suffered a fatal coronary while playing tennis in Sacramento in
late March," just weeks after being named director, LP News re¬
ported. The national executive committee appointed Bob Meier,
former national finance chairman, as Hutchinson's replacement.
Meier had been

a

member of the executive committee since 1972.

Headline: MacBride Throws Hat

in

Ring For 1976 Race

Roger MacBride — the Virginia elector who left the Republi¬
can Party to cast his electoral college vote for 1972 LP presiden¬
tial nominee John Hospers — announced his candidacy for the
LP nomination for 1976. MacBride went
votes

House of

* March 2005 * PAGE 3

on

to receive

174,199

the LFs candidate in the 1976

presidential election.
"We shall never compromise one iota of our principles, and
with that as our burning guide we will woo liberals, we will woo
conservatives, and we will woo non-politicals," he was quoted
as saying at the California LFs annual convention, when he an¬
nounced his candidacy. "If we cannot win them entirely to our
libertarian philosophy and party, we will make them supporters
of our cause.
It's enough that they learn about our approach
and in effect say, 'Hey, that makes sense.'"
as

...

vote. This

it

was approved by the Senate
31-11 vote, before going to the

■

March-April 1985

Headline: LP Victories
"Two LP members

won

in

Spring Races

elections to local offices in recent

spring elections, bringing the current nationwide total of LP of¬

U.S.

Supreme Court hears OKLP

Continued from Page 1
"In Oklahoma, the two older par¬
ties have written incredibly hostile

ballot

laws in

access

attempt to
keep their competitors small and
weak. Having an open primary is a
way to get more people involved in
our party."
In Oklahoma, a third party needs
to collect more than 51,000 signa¬
tures to get on the ballot, a feat no
third party was able to achieve in
an

2004.

The LFs

originally filed
party lost in U.S. Dis¬

case was

in 2000. The

trict Court but

won

in the 10th U.S.

Circuit Court of

the state to

Appeals — leading
appeal to the Supreme

Court.

"This is very exciting,
it's the first time the U.S.
Court has taken
in which

an

we are

because
Supreme

election-law

the

case

primary plain¬

tiff," Winger said. "We've tried at
least 20 times before."

the

because it will

give them
a chance to really nail down what
is constitutional as far as primaries
go," Powell said.
"To be honest, I'm not sure why
the state of Oklahoma appealed the
case

is

that

the

state

products and
services

people haven't yet started
paying attention to elections. Jus¬
tice Sandra Day O'Connor referred to
as

"burdensome," and "an im¬

possibly short window."
Political parties in Oklahoma
have the right to choose whether
or not to allow Independent voters
to cast votes in their primaries, but
the LP is the only party that allows
it, said Chris Powell of the Oklaho¬
ma

LP.
"I think the

are

listed in LP
News- Let
them know you

appreciate

Supreme Court took

Headline: Marrou Makes Mark

on

Alaska Legislature

"Libertarian Alaska State

Representative Andre Marrou,
elected
last year, is making good on his pledge to act as the
'conscience' of the state legislature."
...

In the first months of his term, Marrou filed 20 bills for which

he

the

prime sponsor, including proposals to repeal a legisla¬
raise and to limit state and federal government partici¬
pation in businesses. He also co-sponsored 20 bills, including
proposals to limit salaries for certain public employees and to
exempt some food sales from regulation.
was

■ March 1995
Headline: Rep. McClarin Resigns

in New Hampshire
Party's recently elected New Hampshire State
Rep. Jim McClarin has resigned his office. McClarin moved to an¬
other town in the state, and 'that disqualifies me from represent¬
ing the district,' he said.
'"We are obviously disappointed,' said Jeff Emery, state LP

"The Libertarian

chair. 'It's difficult to elect Libertarians, and when
one it is a source of great pride to the
party.'
"McClarin's

resignation leaves Rep. Don Gorman

we

as

do elect

the sole

Libertarian representative in the state house."
McClarin explained that he hadn't intended to get elected
that he had signed up solely as a "paper candidate" and later-^

—

decided to take the

them.

race

seriously.

Headline: WSJ Highlights LP's Growing Appeal

when

many

this

ruling, except
that the political establishment here
tends to try to bully and repress just
about everybody and they are par¬
ticularly jealous of any attempt to
open up the electoral process."

t PLEASE support the

restricts

—

case

Court

advertisers whose

changing voter registration. It's al¬
lowed, but must be done about two
months before the election

Circuit

tive pay

One issue the justices raised
against Oklahoma's ballot access

laws

10th

ficeholders to 51."

The Wall Street Journal featured the LP and the

For

Every Referral I Receive From
You I Will Give $300

To The National LP

Upon closing of the sale

or

or

Your State

peal" of libertarianism
issue

—-

"growing

ap¬

the front page of the Jan. 20, 1995,
demonstrating "once again the realization of many that
on

the libertarian

Party

purchase of a property

July 5. Leslie,

Libertarian Activist, ‘Mgaltor
(907)257-0158

philosophy is rapidly gaining popularity with the
public," LP News reported.
"Whatever the cause, the signs of a drift toward libertarianism
are everywhere," the WSJ
story claimed. "And the tiny Libertar¬
ian Party, though widely viewed as a minor political force, has
experienced an 11 percent jump in both contributors (to 20,000)
and enrolled members (to 11,000) in the past year.
A sign of
American

...

ju fy(es[ie@re maj\ ne t
RF./MAX

Properties Inc. 110 W. 38th, 100
Anchorage, AK 99503

the times: The LP is about to double its national staff and move
out of its current, modest headquarters on Capitol Hill. The Lib¬
ertarians'

new

home: the

Watergate office complex."
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LP reaches out to conservatives
Continued from Page 1
has been low for some time, and we
were able to showcase our party in
a

positive light to

many

people and

groups, including a large number of
students and small business own¬
ers.

"As I

spoke with representatives
of various groups, they frequently
noted that their belief systems in¬
clude libertarian ideas, especially
regarding their support of limited
power for government and apprecia¬
tion for individual rights. And many
of them stopped by our booth to

Michael McKay, an LP member
and donor from Fairfield, Iowa, at¬
tended several events with See¬

husen. He noted that "as the
ference went on, more and

people kept coming up to us, saying
they're leaning toward libertarian
principles."
Wilson said she spoke with many
young people who "call themselves
conservative, but are learning that
they are really libertarian."

We WERE ABLE

The party's booth was manned
by LP headquarters staff, includ¬
ing New, Development Coordinator
Jessica Neno Wilson, development
associates Kelly Kohut and Marga¬
ret Taylor, office assistant Matthew
Dailey, intern John St. Leger and
volunteer Pere Garlinghouse.
They handed out copies of LP

to

find

common

ground, to talk
about ways we can
work

together and

help each other.

News, the "New Vision" brochure
gun

issue-specific brochures about
rights, taxes and ending the

—Joe Seehusen

for

than

100

people," she added.
"Both Sam New and I

were

also

able to meet staffers with other

ganizations and spoke with
students who had

never

or¬

many

before

en¬

countered the LP."
The

opportunity to meet people

"Many people said Tm with the
on everything but the
immigration issue,"' she said — to
which she responded, "Wouldn't it
be better to be with a political party
whose platform you agree with on
80 percent of the issues, rather than
with a party with whom you dis¬
agree on so many other issues?"
Libertarians

who otherwise would have been un¬
familiar with libertarianism was a

not occurred to most of

primary reason for the party to take
part in CPAC, Seehusen said.

added, noting that a number of re¬
quests for more information came

This

Conference
Continued from

Page 1
and e-mail lists, said Brad
Klopfenstein, executive director of
groups

the Indiana LP.
"One of the first

concept

had

apparently
them, she

an

was

LP-sponsored

discussion lists, and it did wonders
for harmony," he said.
If state and local affiliates choose

are some

were

of the issues

able to focus

on

a

socialist, and the Democrat and

Republican parties are two rival so¬
cialist factions, vying for your mon¬
ey and freedom."
At the

organization," LNC member Jim Lark
said during a presentation on reach¬
ing out to college students. "How¬

some time,
put up a good presenta¬
tion, both through our booth and
through personal interactions with

and

Reform."

us

peal to the true conservatives, who
have been abandoned by the biggovernment neo-conservatives."
the

In

vein,

same

Seehusen

strengthen old connections with

"Over the

days,

course

of these three

also able to build
some
new
relationships for the
party, by spending time with people
we were

spent about 20 minutes on the air
with Martha Zoller, a talk show host
with Gainesville, Ga.-based radio

with leaders of many

station WDUN,

zations," Seehusen said. "We

telling

estimated
350,000 listeners "that George Bush
an

I do not know how to build

like

Wayne La Pierre of the NRA and

able to find

a

common

a

other organi¬
were

ground, to talk

attention-grab¬
bing sessions in the conference was
forum with elected officials. The

Libertarian organization is
one concept,
Lark explained. "If
you're going to start one group,
start two
one that is explicitly

panel featured Ben Brandon, who
was recently elected as county exec¬
utive in Dade County, Ga.; Beatrice
Jones, who serves as a city council

Libertarian and

member in Hardeeville, S.C.; and the

—

one

that deals with

libertarian ideas."

of

a

Oregon LP's Adam Mayer, who talked

in-depth discus¬
organizing with

more

campus

several conference attendees who
were

particularly interested in that

topic.
Raiser's

Edge

LNC Chair Michael Dixon

was

in¬

vited to address the state

leadership
about Raiser's Edge, the national
LP's new database
freely admit¬
ting the conversion to the database
has been fraught with difficulty.
—

"We could have waited six

months, then six
to

more, as we

more

tried

get it set up perfectly," Dixon
recognizing that we get

said. "But

distracted

by life

as

it happens,

we

about what state affiliates

can

do to

help candidates.
Many candidates cause them¬
selves trouble by focusing on is¬
sues that don't pertain to the office
they're seeking, Brandon said.
"In local races, focus on things
that you can actually influence," he
stressed. "And it would help if we
could start trying to find ways to
get people to agree with us, instead
of giving them reasons to disagree
with us right off the bat."
"What's important is this," Jones
added saying, "Do they know you?
Do they believe in you? And can
they trust you? If the answers are
yes, I don't think the party name
makes any difference. What mat¬
ters is the values people have. Push

had to get it started. If we
had waited until it was perfect, we

libertarian values,
candidates."

could have gotten to 2006 or 2008
and still be thinking, Tt sure would
be nice to have a good database.'"

Mayer added, "When it's a non¬
partisan race and there's no party
affiliation, people look more closely

knew

we

wide

variety of individuals.

"But it
to

was

also beneficial for

study the other organizations

that

were there, to benchmark suc¬
cessful groups and see how they
reach out to the public. By seeing

how other groups successfully mar¬
ket themselves, I think we learned
a

great deal about how the LP can
effectively reach out to con¬

more

servatives."

at the actual issues.

One of the most

a

we

forum for ideas

Candidates forum

a

that

Central to the effort to start

sion

Margaret Fette and Dade County (Ga.) Executive Ben Brandon
leadership conference in St. Louis.
(Photo by LP News Editor J. Daniel Cloud)

"This is the first time we've done

a

national

ID card. On those issues, we can ap¬

erland in

■ South Carolina LP Chair Chris Panos, Monroe County (Ind.) LP

time, Seehusen said,

work together

function like this in

a

such groups as the Leadership In¬
stitute and the Americans for Tax

a

campus

campus

same

about ways we can
and help each other.

family, and we're against

campus organization in a way
does not involve hard work."

a

listening audience of about
during the CPAC conference.

he and other Libertarians "were able

ever,

Campus organizing

—

to

it's

"I know how to build

and with Zoller's

(Photo by LP News Editor J. Daniel Cloud)
is

provides state leaders

keep their e-mail discussion lists,
important to remember that
they should be moderated and kept
on topic, Nielsen said.

—

350,000 around Gainesville, Ga.

CPAC, Getz said. "Libertarians sup¬

Youth Caucus leader Trevor South¬

Chair

host Martha Zoller

at

Later, Lark joined National LP

talk between sessions at the state

B LP Executive Director Joe Seehusen spoke with radio talk show

port the right to work, we're pro-

to

things I did

when I became the Indiana ED
to eliminate all state

doing

article about Presi¬
'guest worker' program,
which would grant temporary work
visas to some immigrants. She was
having difficulty finding conserva¬
tives in favor of Bush's proposal."
During the interview, Getz was
able to explain that Libertarians
"know that immigration control is
just another big-government pro¬
gram that can't work. In the process
of rounding up a few thousand im¬
migrants, the government will end
up harassing employers, breaking
up families and forcing every Ameri¬
can to carry a national ID card."
was

Libertarians

"We also received requests
more

Getz spoke with FoxNews.com
reporter Kelly Vlahos, "who fre¬
quently calls to get an LP perspec¬
tive for her stories," he said. "Kelly

And those

welfare state, Wilson said.

information from

tion issue.

dent Bush's

learn more."

and

con¬

more

from people who acknowledged that
they already agree with the party's
stance on many issues.
Communications Director George
Getz also had an opportunity to dis¬
cuss the LP's stance on the
immigra¬

not Libertarian

They're not fo¬
the label."
Another thing
to remember
about getting Libertarians elected
to office is that the person must be
cusing

on

electable, Brandon said. "You can't
take

people with

zero

experience,

put them in office and expect them
to do the job. You need to make

they can do the job they're
running for."
sure

Libertarians also shouldn't expect
immediate

change when someone
elected to office, Jones said.

is

"You can't put a

Libertarian in
him to start ap¬
plying Libertarian principles to ev¬
erything," she emphasized. "You
have to plan, build coalitions and
convince other people. Then you
can get something accomplished."
Other speakers included Mark
office and expect

Rutherford, who talked about the
Indiana LFs small business initia¬

tive; National LP Communications
Director George Getz, who led a
workshop on writing press releases;
LNC representative M Carling and LP
legal counselor Bill Hall, who talked
about campaign finance law; LNC
representative George Squyres, who
talked about the ongoing LP plat¬
form changes; and LNC representa¬
tive Dan Karlan, who led discussions
on conventions and ballot access.
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You Can Develop a Midas Touch
for liberty - Transforming Person
After Person into Libertarians
Want to open closed minds to liberty?
Want to melt

people’s indifference and apathy toward freedom?
Do you sincerely desire to convince others to become libertarians?
Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion shows you how.
You’ll Learn
•

Why building “A Better Mousetrap" is not enough, (p.23)

•

What you can

•

When

•

How to

•

—

gently dissolve many common objections

Co-founder, Laissez Faire Books

(p.63)

Get people to

“Push the Button”
(p.81)

—

“There

One

and how to avoid it.

Secrets. 1 have.”

(p.96)

When to “Save Your Breath."

•

The

•

How to handle “The

Biggest Libertarian Communication Turnoff, (p.l 71)

Toughest Prospects: Family and Friends.” (p.l85)

Danger: “Counterfeit Libertarianism." (p.210)

•

“The

Unsettling Question Libertarians Almost Never Ask.” (p.236)

Here’s What Others Are

“Libertarian persuasion at its most eloquent and powerful. Secrets can
help you become a superstar persuader for the cause of Liberty. This is the best
book on overall persuasion — not just Libertarian — I’ve ever read. Own it and
watch your communication abilities, and most likely your income, grow and
grow.” — Bob Burg, Author of the bestseller, Winning WITHOUT Intimidation

learned from Michael

Saying

“Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion took my breath away. It’s new, original, and
— Justin
Kempf, Development Director, Indiana LP

Craig Franklin, Life
Member, Libertarian Party
—

“If you

knew what I know about Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion, nothing on
earth would stop you from ordering your copy today. If you want to make the
world libertarian, this book was written for you.” — Carla Howell, President,
Center for Small Government

he discovered,

developed, and refined the Secrets of
Buy and read this book. It can change your life.”

as

Libertarian Persuasion.

brilliant.”

Act Now
Buy

of Secrets of
Libertarian Persuasion today.
your copy

Read this book and start

“May be, simply, the single best book ever written about effective political
persuasion. If you want to make America a free nation, you owe it to yourself
—

a

3

difference.”

—

Gary Nolan, Libertarian Talk Radio Host

—

•

Jim Babka, President, Downsize DC.

“Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion will change the way

OFFERED
EXCLUSIVELY BY

you

talk about politics. You’ll start seeing results
almost immediately.” — Sharon Harris,
^

President, Advocates for Self-

THE ADVOCATES
FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT!

TELEPHONE: Call toll-free

1-800-932-1776 Monday-

Friday 9am to 5pm EST.
• ONLINE: Order
securely at:
www.TheAdvocates.org/

[Continued]

Send

.copy(s) of Michael

me

is $ 15 per book (plus
per

book S&H for two

$4.50 S&H for
or more

one

book; $3.00

books).

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: $
PAYMENT:

□ Check/money order. Please make payable to:
“Advocates for Self-Government."
I’ll pay

by credit card (info below): □ Visa

□ Discover

□ Mastercard

□ American

Express

NAME

ADDRESS

'

CITY

STATE

PHONE

ZIP

( | DAY ( ] EVENING

secrets.html
•

MAIL: Fill in the coupon,

enclose your

order,

Government

Ways to Get

YES!

Cloud's Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion. Enclosed

Your Book

can

‘Michael Cloud’s Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion will start you down the
Yellow Brick Road to changing people’s hearts and minds.”

★

changing people’s minds.

Bill Winter, former Editor, LP News

“Brilliant. Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion is the libertarian book that
make

one

“I’ve used Michael Cloud’s persuasion secrets to generate tens of millions of
dollars worth of business for my company. How? Fdr 26 years, I’ve personally

And much more!

to read it.”

Separation of School & State

unique insight after another on how to think and talk
‘Weight Watcher’s Test’ in itself is
worth more than the meager price of the book.”
Dr. Michael Edelstein, Author, Three Minute Therapy

(p.l 65)

•

Marshall Fritz, Founder,

about liberty. Michael’s

enough about libertarianism to buy it, but do
know enough to sell it?” (p.126)

you

—

“Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion is filled with

“You know

•

are

Alliance for

deadly mistake that almost every libertarian
—

several people

I look up to as master
explainers of the freedom philosophy, and Michael
Cloud is tied for first. You'll learn plenty from

and become

Treasure Map for finding people who urgently
want freedom, (p.83)

makes
•

good science, and good psychology.
Every serious libertarian needs to read this
invaluable book.”
Sharon Presley, Ph.D.,

common sense,

impatience undermines our progress, (p.52)

libertarians,
•

Persuasion, tells them all the right ways. It’s based on

learn from Mark Twain’s Cat. (p.34)

in 60 seconds,
•

“Too many libertarians do all the wrong things to promote
freedom. Michael Cloud’s book, Secrets of Libertarian

or

check, money

credit card infor¬

mation, and mail it in today.

CREDIT CARD ACCT #

MAIL TO: Advocates for Self-Government. The

EXPIRES

Liberty

Building, 213 South Erwin St. Cartersville. GA 30120-3513
OR ORDER BY PHONE! CALL:

1-800-932-1776
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decision

■ Divided nation

POINTS

In a January CNN/t/SA Today/
Gallup poll, in answer to the ques¬

tion of whether President Bush is

"uniter"

a

"divider," 49 percent
of Americans said he was a uniter,

Ayn Rand, privatizing roads
and taxes as a laughing matter
be

■ FCC

complaints
Mediaweek

been featured

—NewsMax.com

finds that 99.8 per¬

cent

changed.

February 4, 2005

Her novels

received

sion Council.
—Jeff A. Taylor

Reason

March 2005

■ Rent-a-road
"If you

believe that, I have a
bridge to sell you in Brooklyn" — so
goes the old saw.
Now, George Pataki may actu¬
ally be willing to sell you that span.
Pataki
has introduced a proposal
that may see many of the state's
roads, bridges and highways and
byways wind up in private hands.
Newsday reported Thursday pri¬
vate firms could soon begin "buy¬
ing" state transportation venues,
which would provide much-needed
...

cash for state coffers. To recoup
their investment, the private firms
would charge tolls for the use of the
roads and
wards

bridges with
making a profit.

an eye

to¬

Private businesses could begin
charging tolls and fees at tunnels,
bridges or other roadways where
they currently exist or where they
make improvements, says the pa¬
per.

[T]he idea is getting serious con¬
sideration. To get it approved, how¬
ever, state law regarding privatiza¬
tion of state assets would have to

■ Tax forms
The [Middletown, Ohio] tax su¬
perintendent has been suspended
without pay for a week for trying
to inject some humor in the city in¬
come tax filing instructions.
The attempt at humor by Linda
Stubbs was called "misguided" by
city Finance Director John Lyons.
The forms
"If

sent last

—

with such lines as,

it,

tax

we can

we

will,"

—

were

week to all Middletown

businesses and residents who pay

city income tax.
Lyons said revised forms were
sent out immediately at a cost to
taxpayers of about $5,500.
Among the lines that city offi¬
cials didn't think were very funny
was

this

profit in

a

figure prominently in
readers' lists of the 20th century's
greatest books. Notably, in a 1991
survey of more than 2,000 Book-

don't have
five-year period, you

News

ignored since 2004.

of the Weird
February 11, 2005

—Matt Moore

Associated Press

January 30, 2005

■ Tort reform
"After years of stalemate, Con¬
gressional leaders from both parties
say a landmark bill shifting more
class-action suits from state to fed¬
eral courts is

likely to

soon,"

pass

the Wall Street Journal reports.
In Can Tort Reform and Federal¬

Cato

about

Institute

that

books
made

senior

a

difference

in

fel¬

low Robert
A.

Michael

houses and other

I.

by the federal government. The bill
was approved by a 261-161 vote.

num

las

opus,

At¬

Shrugged,
in

came

ond

Krauss,

professor

albeit

—

Levy and

of

sec¬

law

sity, write,

the Bible.

"Critics

features and undefined "machine-

of

readable

Rand,
devout

son

a

athe¬

ist,

might

have

seen
as

insult
than

federal

an

include

usu¬

come

the

left

and

its

allies

the

among

trial

law¬

yers,

who

Army expects to keep
its troop strength in Iraq at the cur¬
rent level of about 120,000

least two

for at

according to
the Army's top operations officer.
While allowing for the possibil¬
ity that the levels could decrease or
increase depending on security con¬
more

Libertarian Party needs to be able to mount an
effective challenge to the political parties that

years,

pushing us towards

than towards liberty. How can
help? By naming the LP in your will or
insurance policy. For a private discussion
of this option, call National LP Treas¬
urer Mark Nelson at (563) 340-6151. Or
e-mail him at: treasurertglp.org, and in¬
clude "Planned Giving” in the subject line.

[said] that the
assumption of little change through
2006 [is] "the most probable case."
Recent disclosures that the Pen¬

tagon plans to beef up training of

Iraqi security forces and press them
into action more quickly has fu¬
eled speculation that the Bush ad¬
ministration could be preparing to
reduce the number of U.S. troops

significantly this year. As more Iraqi
troops join the fight, the thinking
goes, U.S. troops could begin to
withdraw.
But Lovelace's remarks indicated

that the

Army is not yet counting
such reduction. Indeed, the
general said, the Army expects to
continue rotating active-duty units
in and out of Iraq in year-long de¬
ployments and is looking for ways
to dip even deeper into reserve forc¬
on

es

any

—

have

even as

leaders of the

warned

could be

that

reserves

Pentagon
running out of such units.

—Bradley Graham

The

the

Washington Post

January 25, 2005

a

state-based system

Troop strength
The U.S.

technology, with defined

have

political

■

tal

minimum data elements" that could

from

hon¬

other ID cards must include

tort reform

ally

rather
an

Univer¬

favor

not all: It’s got more people workingfor it, too.
And it’s better funded. That’s where you come in. If you want
America to someday live up to its noble libertarian ideals, the

that driver's licenses and
a digi¬
photograph, anti-counterfeiting

Act, says

very distant
second — to

March 2005

That’s

controlled

areas

The measure, called the Real ID

at

George Ma¬

a

February 4, 2005

—Charles Peguy, French Philosopher (1873-1914)

House of Represen¬
approved on Thursday a
sweeping set of rules aimed at forc¬
ing states to issue all adults feder¬
ally approved electronic ID cards,
including driver's licenses.
Under the rules, federal employ¬
ees would reject licenses or
identity
cards that don't comply, which could
curb Americans' access to airplanes,
trains, national parks, federal court¬

mag¬

Reason Online

after her birth
and nearly 25 years after her death,
Ayn Rand remains a fascinating
and enigmatic presence. She has
been "mainstreamed" enough to
have been honored by a U.S. Postal
Service stamp in 1999 and to have

U.S.

lives,

—Associated Press

years

The

tatives

Rand's

—Cathy Young

Insulting Ayn Rand
A hundred

■ Electronic IDs

their

of work."

better organized
than freedom.”

tyranny

of $22 to $28 a barrel, which was set
in March 2000 and has largely been

Coex¬

or.

“Tyranny is always

you

—Chuck Shepherd

ist?,

might want to consider another line

■

di¬

ism

James J. Lovelace Jr.

interested in

was a

Club members

ditions and other factors, Lt. Gen.

are more

said he

vider.

of-the-Month

that

one:

"Free advice: If you
a

C-SPAN's American

Writers series in 2002.

of all

indecency complaints
by the FCC in 2003 came
from one group, the Parents Televi¬

on

or a

and 49 percent

was
aimed at bringing
stability to the market, and
called on consumers and producers
to "walk together... for prices to be
acceptable."
The Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries also decided to
temporarily suspend its price band
more

magnetic strip

a

RFID

or

tag.
The Department of Homeland Se¬
curity would be charged with draft¬
ing the details of the regulation.
—Declan McCullagh

CNET News.com

February 10, 2005

■

Redistricting

that can be ex¬
ploited to redistribute income from
deep-pocketed corporations to de¬
serving individuals."
Levy and Krauss, however, "offer
a totally different criticism — con¬
stitutional in origin — that em¬

the electoral instrument that best

braces the need for reform but

serves

re¬

affirms this

principle: The existence
of a problem, however serious, does
not justify federal remedies outside
the scope of Congress' enumerated
powers."
They argue that "substantive
federal reforms

are

neither

neces¬

If states persist in
imposing unjust rules on out-ofstate defendants, federal procedural
sary nor proper.

remedies

are

available."

Unlike

most

democracies,

we

power to shape political
districts in the hands of politicians

place the

rather than
sion.

independent commis¬
Redistricting has evolved into
an

protect and strengthen in¬
cumbency advantage. Redistricting
to

creates winners and losers

the process
erated into

and, in

of doing so, has degen¬
a conspiracy against
competitive elections, undermining
...

the fundamental notion of repre¬
sentation and placing the health of
American

democracy at risk.
only 13 of 435 congres¬
seats changed from one party

In 2004,

sional

to another. The re-election rate for

—Wyatt DuBois, Editor

House incumbents

Cato

cent. Nine in 10 Americans live in

Daily Dispatch
January 25, 2005

was over

98 per¬

districts where the outcome is

certain that their votes

are

so

irrel¬

evant.

■

High
oil prices
warned

OPEC

Sunday that oil
prices, already hovering near $50 a
barrel, would remain high through
the spring, even as the cartel de¬
cided to keep its production ceiling
at 27 million barrels a day.

There

are no easy solutions to
redistricting mess. Neverthe¬
less, removing politicians' control
over redistricting can help to lessen
the problem.
Over two centuries ago, James

the

...

Madison warned that

no

democratic

The decision, reached at a meet¬

institution should decide the rules

ing of the 11-nation group in the
Austrian capital, offers little solace

be that, in an election, the voters

for

consumers

worried about the

price of heating oil this winter.
Kuwait's oil minister Sheik Ah¬
mad Fahd al-Ahmad al-Sabah, who

leads the group,

said the group's

of its

own

chose the

membership. It used to

politicians. Now, the poli¬

ticians choose the voters.
—Patrick Basham

Cato

Daily Commentary
January 13, 2005
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LP affiliate stricken from Maine town's Web site

After actively seeking local
organizations to post contact

information

their

on

Web

site, the town of Monmouth, Maine,
recently decided to strike the local
affiliate of the Libertarian

Party's

information from the site, reports
Monmouth

Libertarian

Caucus

Chairman Charles Jacques.

Jacques

(pronounced

"Jakes")

said the town's "civic intent
laudable and made
There should be
for town

perfect

central

a

if the

question the wisdom of the town's
move to such a policy, but to correct
the anti-libertarian selectperson on
her attempt to suggest that having
such a listing constituted a town
endorsement of a political view."

only political listings any more
than it could bar only political
organizations from using public

list local businesses and other

to the conduct of town business on

sense:

the Web site leads "one to wonder

the most

and businesses, it cannot restrict

facilities and space.

organizations (albeit of a non¬
political nature) that are unrelated

was

even

Jacques added. "If the town opens
its Web site to local organizations

The fact that the town continues
to

policy stands

basic of First Amendment tests,"

Libertarian ideas."

Despite being kicked off the
town's site, the Libertarians don't

One

positive outgrowth of the
town's strike against Libertarians is
that the town will likely "generate
more publicity and interest for us
by denying us access to the Web
site than

from

"Clearly, the motivation of the
de-listing is intensely political and
personal. This is an unbelievably

over-reaction."

petty attempt to restrict access to

we ever

being

plan legal action.
"There is

no sense in penalizing
majority of taxpayers in the
town (who would be forced to
defend such an ill-advised policy
with public money) for fhe agenda-

the

would have gotten

it," Jacques said.
"Anti-Libertarians
are
probably
doing themselves more harm than
good by this foolish bit of petty
on

driven actions of

officials

and

a

few of its elected

political

activists,"

Jacques said.

resource

residents to

go to get
contact information for local 'goings

on,'

whether

social,
religious,
whatever."
And having noticed that neither
the Democratic nor the Republican
organizations in town had posted

political

their

or

information

the

on

site,

Jacques decided to list the LP's local
contact information.

"The

listings

were very

Health

"Promo

matter

of fact," he said. "No content, no

solicitation,

no

advertisement, just

pure outreach.
"And I thought

it would be fun

if Libertarians

the first to take

were

advantage of this tool to involve
townspeople more fully in the
affairs and politics of the town."
He sent the information
a

few weeks later

was

in, and

told that the

Monmouth Libertarian Caucus had
been added to the

listing.

But when the November elections
rolled

around, "some controversy
stirred in the town by the fact

was

that local Libertarians

were

in fact

organizing themselves and daring
to share their opinions on local and
state issues," Jacques said, noting
that

"small but vocal core" of

a

anti-Libertarian
to

sentiment

arose

the advancement of

suppress

libertarian ideas.
One

member

Libertarian
a

of

the

anti-

happens to be

group

member of the town's board of

"selectpersons." She doesn't like
Jacques' Libertarian sympathies and
"tried to

have

me

removed from

the town's

budget committee on a
technicality," Jacques said.
That
attempt
failed, being
voted down by other members of

say,

and you

Enter the

Liberty Pledge Pro¬
gram. It’s a way for you to make
regular, convenient contributions

on

them

repression

—

and it

seems

lost

is that in Monmouth

—

and

suppression are
debate and the
free exchange of ideas."
"I was gratified to hear one
of the decidedly non-libertarian
citizens in attendance not only
favored

over

open

Party.

ing letters,

vital

co iAA/eiAleiA,t

means

of your donation is spent on

projects.

What’s in it for you? When you

join the Liberty Pledge Program,
your membership will be renewed

automatically, for as long as you
remain a pledger. You’ll also get

Will you

make a commitment to
keep the party financially healthy
and become a Liberty Pledger?
It’s simple, easy, and important.
You can join the Liberty Pledge

-

Team online. Go to:

www.LP.org/
services/contributions.html
Or

join

over

StgtA, pep

today!

the

phone.Just call (202) 333-0008
x221.

the

removed — with no
notice or prior discussion of the
proposed action.
"If I had not happened to be at
the town meeting where this was
being discussed, I might never have
known," Jacques said.
"Given the fact that our listing
was the only political organization
on the site, there can be no question
that this was an attempt to limit
and control speech. The message
group

that this sends

from around the USA.

more

Pledges are good for the LP
because they produce predictable

were

plan and fund projects. It’s also a
cheaper way to raise money than
by sending
out fundrais¬
(t's regular,

kind.

faction decided to ban all

only

tivities, and recent newspaper clips

which

to the Libertarian

section. The Libertarians

income, which makes it easier to

dramatically boost your
chances of staying healthy.
The same is true of political par¬
ties. Except instead of fruits and
vegetables, parties need donations
to keep them healthy and vigorous.
And regular donations are the best

the board, so the anti-Libertarian

political
organizations from the Monmouth
Web
site's
"community links"

Liberty Pledge News each month.
It’s got news stories about party ac¬

eatvegetables,
plenty of fruits
and
doctors

Why I "Became a
Liberty Pledger
“Monthly pledging Is a
[painless way regularly to add
small bricks to the

edifice of

liberty all Libertar¬
are working to
build; you can help by
adding bricks of your own.*’
ians

Dave

Hoesly, Webster, NY
Computer engineer (retired)

-

YES!

[ ]

I want to support the Libertarian Party on a more regular basis join the monthly Liberty Pledge in the amount indicated below. Please send
me the insider’s newsletter. The Liberty Pledge News, each month.
Check/Money Order. (To: Libertarian Party)
[ ] $100 per month
Life Benefactor
] MasterCard [ ] Visa [ ] Discover [ ] Amex
[ ] $30 per month
A dollar a day for liberty!
[ ] $10 per month (minimum)
Sustaining
[ ] Please sign me up for $
per month
Account if
Expires
[ ] I’ll pay by check/money order: please send
and

me a

reminder notice each month.

Signature

[ ] Charge my credit card. (Please provide card
information at right.)
Please mail to: Libertarian Party -2600 Virginia
Avenue NW, Suite 100 • Washington. DC 20037
Federal law requires political committees to report the name,
mailing address, and occupation and employer for each indi¬
vidual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a
calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible.

Name

Address

City

Occupation

State

Zip

Employer
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Libertarian-led coalition
MTV's

Kennedy

defeats property tax hike

By Bill Winter
THE ADVOCATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT

Libertarians in Massachusetts
recently worked with

Former MTV veejay and television talk show host Kennedy has
a

discussion about the Federal

a

property tax increase in Wayland,

percent of voters opposed the tax.
The question went to the vote

participation in local government
is very subdued," Howell said.
"[It] was quite unusual for there
to be such activity and awareness
of a local issue
and such a good

because the maximum tax increase

turnout for

Mass.,

Boston. In

a

Jan. 25 referendum, 57

—

local election."

a

crackdown

pality is 2.5 percent per year, which
this $4.2 million tax would have

the town's selectmen, the school
committee and other town officials

exceeded, said Carla Howell,

in

on

"indecent" speech

radio and TV,

radio hosts like Howard Stern.
several conservative

panelists

on

you're using the liberalization
of governmental controls in
broadcasting the way that liberals do with the war on terror and
guns. Any other time the Left wants to squash liberties, conservatives
start barking up the tree of freedom. But all of a sudden, you know,
you're doing the exact same thing. And it's very hypocritical. What
happened to the libertarian bent in the Republican Party?"
No one has ever questioned Kennedy's libertarian bent; she talks
openly and frequently about it. On ABC's "Politically Incorrect" (April
14, 2000), she said, "I'm a registered Republican; I'm an ideological
libertarian."

income tax

a

who's-who of actors and

musicians. Not everyone appreciated her
fashion choices, and what one magazine

quirky humor, offbeat
called her "anti-glamour
earthiness." In fact, Rolling Stone readers once voted her the music
channel's "Most Hated" veejay.
After MTV, Kennedy went on to host the special "Who Wants to Be
on

casting their ballots against the
tax. They recognized that the town's
officials are "looking to gouge the

—

initiative

an

in

a

a

current

the Game

speaker at the 1996 Republican National
Convention and a correspondent for CBS Sports at the 1998 Winter
Olympic Games in Nagano, Japan, covering snowboarding. In 1999,
she got her own radio show on KQBZ-FM in Seattle, Wash. That same
year, she'published a book, Hey Ladies: Tales and Tips for Curious Girls
(Random House), which offered advice for teenage girls.
In 2004, she joined VHl's pop culture show, "Best Week Ever," as
a panelist — a gig which Willamette Week said "gives her a chance to
rehash the older, more boisterous Kennedy."
Kennedy also continues to be boisterous about her opposition to
what Metropolitan Living called "overzealous, socially conservative
Christian citizens who give the Republicans a bad name" and who use
the Bible to justify their brand of conservative politics.
was a

recurring column about celebrities who call themselves
libertarian. This article reprinted with permission from the Advocates
for Self-Government. To read profiles of dozens of libertarian celebrities,
visit: www. TheAdvocates.org/celebrities.html.

town's

committee, Howell said.

"At the local level, she's terrific

about

after wasteful and
unnecessary spending in the town,
and she was wholeheartedly with us
on

going

this effort," Howell added.

Using the little
available,

the

money

coalition

they had
members

mailing to every home in
Wayland, organized a phone bank
to call people and let them know
about the proposed tax increase,
sent

a

a

they want to do
perfectly good school

building and put up a new one to
replace it. The school was renovated
in the early 90s, and they promised
then that the renovations would
last 30 years. Now they want to tear
it down and start a new one."
A

primary component of
fight against the
was simply showing voters that
ballot was, in fact, calling for a

the
tax

the
tax

ballot

language

didn't

said.
"We

positively

hounded

officials to reframe the issue
vote for

a new

tax

our
as

referring to it as a 'vote for a
high school,"' she said. "That
didn't happen, so we had to make
people aware that approving the
design work on a new school would
new

increase their taxes."
that the

Now

to

tax

pay

for

■ Carla Howell

design of a new building has been
defeated, the Libertarians and other

taxpayers with an unnecessary,
extravagant high school building,"

tax

she said

—

noting that the vote

was

2,645 against and 2,005 in favor of
the proposal.
"This

was

the largest turnout for

town election in

quite a few years,
including elections for selectmen,
which is remarkable considering
that it's January, that there was
a

about two and
and

that

weren't

half feet of snow,

a

senior

many

citizens

here to vote," Howell
said. "It's well known that the board
even

opponents should have some
breathing room.
"To spend any money on this,
the town

selectmen

have to get

it

approved in an election, at the
polls," Howell said. "They recognize
they were soundly defeated in the
vote, after working on this for a
year and a half, so they're going to
go back to the drawing board."
For now, though, the defeat of
this proposed tax hike proves "you
can not only fight city hall, you can
beat it," she said.

I

Fighting death taxes
Continued from

died,

Page 2

so

give

half

us

your

life

sav¬

1

Online
Resources
for LP
Members

duced in the U.S. House of Repre¬
sentatives by Rep. Christopher Cox

ings.'"

(R-Cal). If approved, the bill would
repeal the death tax — including
estate and gift taxes — retroactive

tween

to Dec.

that wealth should be redistributed

Visit:

by the government. For them, this
is a perfect model for how the rest
of the world should operate: Take
money from those who save and re¬

Click

on:

Click

on:

State Parties

Click

on:

[Your state]

31, 2004.

"These transfer, estate and

gift
habits of

punish lifelong
they discourage entrepre¬
neurship; they penalize families;
and they have a negative effect on
taxes

thrift;

other tax

revenue

This issue is

in part.
Repealing the death tax would
eliminate "less than 1 percent of
the federal budget," Patten said.
"It's not that much of the federal

government's budget, in the big
picture.
"But more than that, it's just
plain wrong for the government
to have the gall to say, 'OK, you've

a battleground be¬
completely different

"two

worldviews,"

he

added.

"There's

[one side] whose political belief is

distribute it.
"And then there

sources," the bill

says

a

increase, rather

than

against

of the

"The fact is, what
is tear down

The

former member of the

member

of the house and
of town

mention the words "tax increase,"
"tax levy," or even "tax," Howell

the tax included members of other

both

citizens to get out

when many of them are out
for the winter, for vacation.

hike.

opposing the tax.
The coalition that formed

purposely scheduled

this election for the dead of winter,
when it's hard for some senior

Libertarians'

have followed, said Michael Cloud, a
Libertarian who worked with Howell

Democrat

Foe?"

large majority of voters opposed

nearly succeeded, winning 45
percent of the vote.
Had it been
approved, the
Wayland tax increase would have
paid for the design phase of a new
high school building there, and
another tax to bring in up to $60
million to pay for construction of
the school would almost surely

Wayland board of selectmen and

Kennedy certainly sounds like a libertarian.
According to Metropolitan Living magazine (September 1999), she
"hates drugs but doesn't think they should be illegal, likes the Second
Amendment but doesn't own a gun. She's big on personal freedoms
that people take for granted." Kennedy also spoke out against high
taxes on "Scarborough Country."
"I mean, I live in Seattle, where what we have to show for [our
taxes] is a brand new $500 million baseball stadium. And, you know,
potholes." She told the Penn State University Collegian (April 9, 1996)
that her political beliefs are "somewhere between P.J. O'Rourke and
Ayn Rand."
Kennedy (born Lisa Kennedy Montgomery) is perhaps best
known for her four-year stint as host of MTV's "Alternative Nation"
(1992-1996). Wearing her trademark funky horn-rimmed glasses,

or

A

Massachusetts initiative to end the

On most issues,

Governor of California?" and the show "Friend

of

primary opponents of the tax.
Howell, a longtime Libertarian,
was
the sponsor of the 2002

is

"small T libertarian."

a

one

political parties as well, notably a
fiscally conservative Democrat who

In TV Guide

she introduced videos and interviewed

Massachusetts munici¬

that

the show. "You guys, you have
become the humor police. And

(April 12, 2003), she said, "I consider myself a
Republitarian. A little bit Republican and a little bit Libertarian."
And in Portland, Oregon's Willamette Weekly (Nov. 10, 2004), she
said although she's known as a conservative, she's actually more of

a

the

state

"You know what?" she said to

a

14,000-resident suburb of

a

of selectmen

number of letters to the

a

editor of the local newspaper.
"These days in Massachusetts,

allowed in

Kennedy accused
Republicans of restricting free
speech and favoring "a moral
dictatorship in this country."
Specifically, she said she opposed
the FCC's campaign against racy

■ This is

and wrote

Communication Commission's
on

Show Network. She

coali¬

tion of other activists to defeat

always said she's a philosophical libertarian and a registered
RejJublican. She even has a pink Republican elephant tattooed
on her upper left
thigh. But Kennedy's allegiance to the GOP may be
fading somewhat, if her comments on MSNBC's "Scarborough Country"
(Nov. 17, 2004) are any indication.
In

a

are

those of

us

the other side,

including the Lib¬
Party, who believe that we
have constitutional rights to protect
property rights and that property
rights are an extension of our right
on

ertarian

to life. When I

die, it should be my
right to bequeath my money to who¬
ever I want — and the government
shouldn't be able to take 50 percent
of it to

spend

as

they please."
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GUEST COMMENTARY

Making the most
In a recent article entitled "The
Libertarian

Total"

Vote

then show the benefits of

solving
alleged problem- through lib¬
ertarian principles. We will attract
more people by showing them how

[See
December 2004 LP News] I said
that because of the legal barriers
placed in the way of third parties,
we should not expect our campaigns
to garner large numbers of votes.
Instead, we should use the presi¬

the

dential

cal, should

assume

election

even

cal

and

lo¬

campaigns

as
instru-

valuable
ments

for

reach

and

q

for

BrOWIie

building the par¬
ty to the point
where

we

M-m/

Dy lldliy

out-

be

can

competitive.
To capitalize

the opportuni¬
campaign offers, I
believe the following are important
guidelines:
Since the presidential candi¬
date has the opportunity to reach
through TV and radio interviews
far more people than other can¬
didates can reach, the presidential
ties

an

on

election

—

—

candidate should be chosen first and
foremost

libertarian
in

his

ability to articulate
positions and principles

on

few words and in

a

a

much better their lives

could be

than

by scaring them about
danger.
Every candidate, national
—

or

lo¬

he won't win his

if he thinks he has

principal goal
positive name
recognition for the Libertarian label,
so that his campaign will benefit all
other campaigns — present and the
future. If he focuses on building
his own name recognition, he will
have achieved nothing positive if he
race.

use

dential candidate. A "Vote Libertar¬

specific, re¬
of making their lives
better, and that only Libertarians
really want them to be free to live
their lives as they think best.
TV and radio ads should be

ian"

as

well

as

the

presi¬

sign helps all Libertarian candi¬

dates, the party and the libertarian

one

long, because it takes a full
minute to present a Libertarian
position persuasively. They should
emphasize the word "Libertarian,"
so they build name recognition for
the Libertarian label and help local
candidates. An ad that focuses
the candidate's

name

and

just

the

candidate

the word "libertarian"

frequently: "The Libertarian posi¬
tion is ..." "The Libertarian way to
handle this would be ..." "Libertar¬
ians want you to be free to ..." and
so on. The candidate's principal task
is to build respect and name recog¬
nition for the Libertarian label. We

need to establish in

people's minds

"Vote for ..." is

a waste of money.
TV ads should have the phone

candidate's

name.

the

If

■ Harry Browne

providing a lasting
sign with a candidate's
name helps no one after the cam¬
paign is over.
I must acknowledge that we
didn't adhere strictly to every one
of these principles at all times in
movement

concentrate

we

on

the op¬

portunities — especially by build¬
ing the LP as rapidly as possible
and running persuasive presiden¬
tial campaigns — we make it more
likely that someday we will be able
to run competitive races all up and

on

This is true for

take

stress.

the

a

should

candidate

develop good answers to the
questions he will get and good ap¬
proaches to the issues he wants to

on

screen for many, many seconds
long enough for someone to grab
a pencil and write down the infor¬
mation. Radio ads should give this
information several times during a
one-minute ad. Generating inqui¬
ries is a primary reason for running
campaign ads.
Bumper stickers and yard signs
are more valuable if they say "Vote
Libertarian," rather than displaying

learned

each

says,

number and Web site address

presidential campaigns. But we
a great deal — both about a
proper campaign strategy and about
the tactics necessary to get media
appearances, spend money efficient¬
ly and other technical matters.
If we run a large slate of can¬
didates, we shouldn't expect all of
the candidates to be as persuasive
as the presidential candidate. But
my

time to

—

interviews

In

should

local candidates

alistic ways

minute

should be to build

loses the

campaigns

that Libertarians have

a new

chance to win. His

a

of Libertarian

—

down the Libertarian ticket.

benefit. A

■ About the author:

Harry Browne,
of The Great Libertarian Of¬

author

fer and several other books, was the
LP candidate

for president in 1996

and 2000.

forceful way.

Almost

everything else needed can
be achieved by people on his cam¬
paign staff.

Where does the Libertarian

The candidate

(whether national
or local) must present a pure lib¬
ertarian message, so that listeners
begin to generalize and realize that
even their favorite government pro¬
grams probably are a mistake. If the
candidate doesn't know how to deal

quickly and persuasively with

some

issue, he should take the time to
discover

haps

good answers for it — per¬
seeking help from people

even

who do know how to handle that is¬
sue

effectively.
ar¬

ticulate should
or

five

was

years

with regard
problem
of drug use, and
ago

the

to

all of the crime

A local candidate who isn't

club

Whenever I give a talk about

reforming
our
nation's
drug policy, I begin my
comments by asking the question:
"How many people here feel that
our great country is in better shape
today than it

join a Toastmasters
take special speaking les¬
represent the LP properly,

By Judge
Jim Gray

misery that
with it?"
Almost

does anyone

ing each issue in terms of dramatic

feel
that we are doing better. Then I
tell them that nothing I say will be
controversial, because everything
flows from that agreed-upon fact.
Regarding the War on Drugs, we
can have no legitimate expectation
of being in better shape next year
than we are today, unless we
change our approach. We must look
at what our country has done for

benefits that the individual listener

the last five, 10, 50 and

could have if the libertarian

years that has worked,
has not worked. Then we

sons.

To

he needs to learn to think

feet,

on

his

organize his thoughts into
statements, respond to ques¬

brief

tions, and take the offensive in in¬
terviews.
Each candidate should focus

three

on

four issues, appropriate to
the office he's running for, couch¬
or

posi¬
adopted. He also should
develop the skill of discussing any

tion

issue

were

in

terms

listener's life

—

of the

individual

how the listener is

being hurt by the prevailing policy
and how his life would be improved
dramatically by the libertarian ap¬
proach to that issue.
Wherever possible, the Candi¬
.

date should focus

on

the benefits

of

changing present policies, rather
trying to ward off some mis¬
guided new proposal. When an in¬

than

terviewer wants to talk about

Republican
the

or

some

Democratic proposal,

candidate should be able to

point out its dangers quickly, and

never

doing this, I had a
headquarters, a paid campaign staff
and organized fundraising, and I
devoted 100 percent of my time to
the campaign.
Numbers of supporters devoted
their efforts to helping me campaign.
We raised about

_

and
go

U.S. Senate. In

even

100

and what
can begin
to focus our policies on things that
have been shown to work, and away

included in at least

In

a

somewhat different context,

ask the

same

not believe it is. And we

can

have

legitimate expectation that it
will be in better shape next year
unless we change our approach.
This past year I took an unpaid
leave of absence from my duties
as a judge of the superior court
in Orange County, Calif., and ran
no

—

as

a

Libertarian candidate for the

California and I
had

commercials

broadcast

about

a
large amount of name
recognition or a large amount of
money — and hopefully both —

and recruit them

as

candidates for

was

all

After

of

this

effort,
a

this

It

statewide

In

race.

worked

deeply that

hard.

I

believe

right on the
sitting judge, and,
biased view, a presentable

issues. I

we were

was

a

in my
candidate. How
There is

no

can we

do better?

question in

my

mind

that America needs and will benefit

But in the meantime, we should

local elections. If

I Judge Jim Gray
state

or

we

offer, but

we

still

are

we

find the

few local candidates and

national offices. And then

should support

them with

our

right
provide

national resources,

win those elections. Then

them heavily.
Secondly, if we cannot find the
well-recognized or financially wellequipped candidates, we should find
strong, presentable and articulate

we can

Libertarian

few

the future whether the Libertarian

pour

Party is progressing, we will be able
truthfully to say, "Yes! The LP is
finally on the move!"

we

candidates

for

a

local election

campaigns, and

our

from all around the

resources

country into those campaigns.
If we can get a few strong
Libertarian

making progress. Therefore, we
must change our approach.
Where does the LP go from
here? In my view, we should have

long shot, and

try to scale down our sights to more

local offices, we can build momentum
and gain voter recognition. Because

not

a

impact that our
principles can make upon people.
Eventually we will break through.

real

for what

certainly

underestimate the

from the LP and its

approaches to
problems. The voters are hungry

was

it didn't work, but in my view that is
where our efforts should go. Do not

lot,

County, where we had
so much going for us, we received
only 5 percent of the vote.

do
for

president.

we

Mendocino

more

for his country by continuing to
what he was doing than to run

25

until you understand that it comes
to less than 2 percent of the total

in

Schwarzkopf had strong
principles and might
be interested in running as a
Libertarian for president. So we
were prepared to fly to Florida to
talk with him, and maybe recruit
him. However, in speaking to one

180,000 votes in

the election. That sounds like

votes

Norman

libertarian

of his staff members, I was told

Orange County.

received almost

a

that he felt that he could do

times per day for the last month of
the election in Mendocino County
and in

actually thought we
chance in this past election.
We heard that retired General

have

different

75

stalwart Libertarian from Southern

have libertarian views and either

My candidacy was endorsed
by the Long Beach Press Telegram
and by Milton Friedman. Both the
district attorney and the sheriff
of Mendocino County signed a
letter endorsing my campaign. We
also had paid radio and television

We

question of the
LP. Is our party in better shape today
than five years ago? Personally, I do
now

two-pronged plan. The first is
us to try to find people who

for

radio and television shows.

from those that don't.
I

$220,000. I

a

Party go from here?

candidates

elected

to

principles of increased liberty,
government spending and
heightened responsibility work!
With regard to the first prong, a
our

less

can

we

show the world that Libertarian

principles not only sound good, but
they work.
And then when

we are

asked in

■ About the author: James P.

Gray
judge on the Superior Court in
Orange County, Calif, and the author
of Why Our Drug Laws Have Failed
is

a

and What We Can Do About It: A

Judicial Indictment of the War

Drugs.

on
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IaffiliateISUW

only after two petitions were circu¬
lated, asking the city council to put
the question on a referendum.

dinance in LaPorte, Ind., earlier this
month.
The mayor

ing

Opposing a
the

gun ban, staying in
and defeating tax hike

race

■ COLORADO

small business

Working to recall a
county commissioner
Michael

restaurants and bars

by banning
smoking in such businesses. And it
looked like a done deal, says Indi¬

the Jefferson

noting that 11 of the 14 city council
members were expected to approve

Spalding, chairman of
County LP, is one of
two people in the county who have
taken out papers to recall Rick
Sheehan, a county commissioner.
Sheehan

effect

■ CALIFORNIA

Libertarians oppose
San Francisco gun ban
Several Libertarian groups

in the
have joined
with members of gay gun rights
group the Pink Pistols, Gun Own¬
ers of California and other advocacy
groups in condemning a proposed
San Francisco

ban

Bay

area

firearms

on

within

the

San

Francisco

city and county limits.
already made
inordinately difficult to defend
"San Francisco has

it

one's self while
the ATM

on

the street, at

while

using public tran¬
sit, by their overly strict policy in
granting concealed handgun per¬
or

mits," said Michael Acree, chair of
the San Francisco

chapter of the
Outright Libertarians — a group
that promotes the LP to the gay
community — noting that there are
only 10 such permit holders in the
entire city.
"Now they plan on making it
equally difficult for us to defend
ourselves and

places

we

our

loved

ones

in the

live, by confiscating

our

handguns from our very homes and
apartments," Acree said.
The proposed law would go into

has been

accused

on Jan. 1, 2006 — and city
residents would have to surrender

private enterprise already provides

sending

the services that would have been

about

their

handguns within 90 days of

included in the

Webmaster of

that time, to avoid penalties. The

reation center.

He denies the

Northglenn politicians wanted
spend $32 million on the pro¬
posed renovation and expansion of
their existing recreation center, an

wife and other

amount that due to interest would

County Clerk Tracy Baker.

proposed law would also prohibit
the local sale of other firearms and
ammunition.
"While the
is

the

right of self-defense
important principle

most

here, there is also the matter of

taking property by threat of force,
without just compensation," said
Richard Newell, vice-chair of the
San Francisco chapter of the Out¬

right Libertarians.
"In my book that is called rob¬
bery," Newell added.

helps defeat

$51 million tax hike
Following
referendum

a
on

skin-of-their-teeth
Jan.

18, voters in

Northglenn, Colo., have been spared
from

a

tax hike that would

cost them

The

tax-funded

$61 million

over

have

20 years.

proposal failed with only

a 13margin of victory for Libertar¬
ians and others opposing it.

vote

$51 million over the
20-year payoff period.
"Supporters of the recreation
center renovation emphasize that
there will be no 'new' taxes required
to build this white elephant," said
a press release from the Colorado
LP, issued before the referendum.
"Libertarians ask: Why not elimi¬

tax burden,

already on the residents of North¬
glenn, and work with private enter¬
prise to provide these services?"
Northglenn is a city of about
37,000 residents, just 12 miles from
Denver. Only 11 percent (2,511) of
the city's 22,677 registered voters
bothered to go to the polls for the
referendum
with 1,262 voting
—

against the
favoring it.
Residents
on

new center

were

of

sexually explicit faxes
employees to the

county

a

local Internet site.

charge, saying his
family members sent

the faxes.
A year ago,

Spalding

"Sheehan is

instru¬
Arapahoe

was

mental in the recall of

have grown to

Area Libertarians had

vehemently
opposed the tax, pointing out that

rec¬

to

nate this unnecessary

■ COLORADO

LP

new

indicative of all

...

the

corruption" in the county's gov¬
ernment, Spalding said.
The other prominent local figure
seeking to recall Sheehan is Greg
Stevinson,

businessman who said

a

Sheehan's

handling of that situ¬
ation and his use of county funds
to pay outside legal bills are rea¬
son enough to let the voters decide
whether the commissioner should

stay in office for two more years.
For either of the two recall ef¬

forts to be

successful, the peti¬

the recreation center

proposal

the

Do you want

Republican candidate
asks LP'er to withdraw
County, Ga., is running against
a Republican for
city council seat in Macon.
Recently, "the Republican can¬

Are you

willing to be

a

at home

and

...

a

we

may

Democrat

to win.

"Needless to say, I

refused his

offer."
The election is to be held March
15

to replace a
died in office in

since his death.

When Corr

pioneer for freedom?
25

IF SO, CONSIDER MOVING TO THE FREE STATE!

The Free State

Project is looking for libertarian activists
to join us in New Hampshire. Let's work together for
smaller government in a place where we can make the

councilman who
September 2004.

The council seat has been vacant

con

*

me

split the vote, causing

Liberty in Your Lifetime?

#

difference.

ran

for mayor

of Ma¬

in November 2004, he received

percent of the vote following a

of such

a

committee

—

and the

smoking ban that would almost cer¬
tainly have been proposed by it. This
prompted "one councilor to suggest
that

member of the LP be added to

a

the committee," Rutherford said.
The proposal was duly defeated.
"The Libertarian

Party of Indiana,
through its efforts against smoking
bans in LaPorte, Indianapolis and
Bloomington, is proving to small
business

that the LP is the

owners

only political party that

serves

their

interests," Rutherford said. "The La¬
Porte

County LP is to be commended
regard as well."

in its efforts in this

LaPorte Libertarians

tive and

are very ac¬
of the top county

are one

parties in the Indiana LP, he said.
"That group is very visible and
has changed the political debate
in LaPorte County," he added. "At
election time, its yard signs, bill
are

very

can¬

visible, and in the

'off season, the members remain
visible and active.

streets of the city, and they are
building a base from which "over¬
night success" is very possible. They
are
already politically powerful
enough that the mayor of the city
stopped by for the grand opening of
the local headquarters."

■ VIRGINIA

Libertarians call
for refund of taxes
Libertarians in Virginia are call¬
ing for taxpayer relief as the esti¬
mated budget surplus in their state
has climbed well past $1 billion.
"Lawmakers should be returning
the surplus to the people who paid
that $1 billion, not coming up with
new ways to spend it," said Steve
Damerell, the Virginia LP chair.
In 2004, the Virginia General As¬
sembly passed several new taxes and
increased spending by $7 billion.

council election.

to be low. Recent

reports state that

Virginia taxpayers

were

"I

am

in it to win, and ITl never

be

bought out," Corr said. "The fact
that [the Republican] felt compelled
parties have when
actually make it on the ballot."

WWW.FREESTATERROJECT.ORG

business

The tax increases

fear the other

TOGETHER we CAN FIND OUT

small

two

spoke against the creation

campaign — lead¬
ing Georgia Libertarians to believe
he has a great chance to win this

six-week write-in

to make such an offer shows the

WHAT COLOR A FREE STATE WILL SHl

However,
owners

town location on one of the main

race," Corr said. "He worries

WHAT COLOR WOULD A LIBERTARIAN STATE BE?

the formation of the committee.

■ GEORGIA

offered to reimburse my $300 filing
fee if I would withdraw from the

Republicrat duopoly?

Rutherford,

"The party also has a county
headquarters at a very visible down¬

a

state, any state,
go for something other than

as

and his Democrat rival.

two Democrats and

see a

LP chairman Mark

didates

didate called

Like to

such

boards, radio commercials and

David Corr, chairman of the LP of

Red and Blue?

—

—

43,000 signatures — 25 percent of
the 171,788 votes cast in the 2002
race between Republican Sheehan

Bibb

Tired of Watching
the map Go

ana

owners

tioners will have to collect almost

and 1,249

allowed to vote

had proposed form¬
"study committee" to target

a

we

■ INDIANA

Proposed smoking ban
mere

estimate that

as

much

were

estimated

taxpayers $850 million, an

as

increasingly

appears

overcharged

$1.2 billion.

Republicans in the House of
Delegates followed the news of the
surplus with several new spending
proposals, none of which includ¬
ed refunds to Virginia taxpayers
leading Libertarians to decry the
immense $60 billion budget.
"Last year's 13 percent spend¬
ing increase cannot be justified by
population growth or inflation,"
—

defeated in LaPorte
The

to cost

mention of the Liber¬

tarian

Damerell said. "It's time to cut this

to

bloat."

Party was apparently enough
kill a proposed smoking ban or¬

Libertarian

COMING

Proposed Nebraska bill could
ease third-party ballot access
parties, Winger added.
"We will only have to

A bil in consideration by Ne¬
braska's

unicameral

ture would

ballot

in

access

legisla¬
third-party

ease

that

state,

says

Richard

he said. "And because there

Winger of Ballot Access
News, which tracks third-party poli¬
Currently

third-party candidate
must win 5 percent support in an
election in every two-year election
cycle in order to win ballot access
for his or her party for the next two
years; if no candidate does so, the
party loses its spot on the ballot in
the subsequent election.
Under the proposed bill —
Legislative Bill 473 — a party would
access

If WE ARE ALLOWED
get ballot access

to

every

presidential

generally more
non-presidentialand are more likely
to vote for parties other than the
Republicans and Democrats," Winger
are

introduced

on

Jan. 13 and

referred to the Government,

—

it will

future ballot

it

www.lpmn.org

■

that

races

was

area

in the most

governor's election.
Looking back at the past three

recent

on

for active minor

off-year elections

1998 and 2002

—

Hampton

however, the party ran
candidates for secretary of state and
attorney general, and secretary of

registration from 8:30-9:30. For more information visit
www.lpma.org, or call Rich Aucoin at (781) 899-1418.

state candidate Michelle Miller took

■ April 23-24, 2005
Michigan LP Convention, in Mt. Pleasant, Mich. Speakers
to include Joseph Bast, president of the Heartland Institute.

focus

on

opportunities for local activism in
run

from 9:30-4:30, with

Executive Director Robert Butler of the Ohio LP will hold

didn't

Libertarians

even run a

campaign training seminar. For more information or to
purchase tickets, visit www.LPMich.org.

ran

a

■ April 29-May 1, 2005
Pennsylvania LP Convention, at the Harrisburg Hilton
Hotel. Speakers to include LNC representative Jim Lark,
Matthew Brouillette of the Commonwealth Foundation, and
2004 LP presidential candidate Michael Badnarik. Contact
Ron Goodman for more info, at cumberlandf5)lppa.orq.

candidate. In

there

was only
Nebraska Party
candidate, and the Nebraska Party
candidate got close to 25 percent."
"If we are allowed to get ballot
access every four years, which this
bill would allow, well be living in
easy times," Winger concluded. "No
more ballot access petitioning."
race

Republican and

a

a

Massachusetts. Convention to

percent of the vote with both
Republican and a Democrat on the

the treasurer's

in the affected

April 16, 2005

Massachusetts LP Convention, at the Natick

In 1998,

we

—

e-mail conventionOlpmn.orq.

Inn, with

Currently, political parties can
get ballot access in counties, cities
and congressional districts — or
statewide
by gathering signatures
from at least 1 percent of the voters

times.

or

year," so it's impossible to tell how
they would have fared.

the ballot."

virtually guarantee

access

in Nebraska's statewide

Then in 2002,

—

Military

and Veteran's Affairs Committee
Jan. 18

Party

without having to get
petition signatures to get back on
access

said.

was

"didn't
the ballot in
1994," Winger said. "Libertarians
were totally missing from the ballot

living

—Richard Winger

a

—

Libertarian

bother to get on

only for U.S. Senate and Nebraska
secretary of state, with the secretary
of state candidate getting less than
2 percent, Winger said. "There was
one race that had only a Republican
running, and we would certainly
have gotten at least 5 percent, but

in easy

generous
in
election years,

legislation is approved

The

even

April 9, 2005

Bovard; Mark Selzer, host of the "Libertarian Alternative" TV
show; Michael Wilson, director of the film "Michael Moore
Hates America." Badnarik will also host his class on the
Constitution on April 10. For more information, visit

election should be attainable.

a

...

year.

"Voters

If the

four years

well be

for four

statewide election in

a

that achieving 5

percent of the vote in a state-wide

ballot.

of two, meaning that
would no longer have
struggle to get 5 percent of the

vote in

■

Minnesota LP Convention, in downtown St. Paul, Minn.
Featured speakers to include keynote speaker Michael
Badnarik, 2004 LP presidential candidate; author James

7.21

years instead
minor parties
to

five

positions on the ballot
in non-presidential-election years,
the Libertarian Party should have
no trouble at all maintaining ballot

a

be able to win ballot

are

statewide

tics in the United States.

it does appear

—

through
a ballot access attempt every four
years, instead of every two years,"
go
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■

a

April 29-May 1, 2005

Indiana LP Convention, at the

Holiday Inn Lakeview in

Clarksville, Ind. Speakers to include syndicated columnist
Vin

Suprynowicz; Willie Star Marshall, mayor of Big Water,

Utah; Abdul Hakim-Shabazz, Indianapolis radio show host;
and Jason Shelley of the National Federation of Independent
Business. For more information, visit www.lpin.org, e-mail

lpinhq(5)lpin.org.

or

leave voice mail at (317) 487-8337.
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your Outreach
Event-in-a-Kit!

fUO*
hKCHAST!

l Yes!

Job?," "Political Opinion Survey,"
and "Student Survey"); 900 Dots
for scoring (300 each of 3 colors);
1,000 Deluxe Quizzes; 1,000
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Now
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(two each: "Discover Liberty!,"
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"5-Jar Technique" Labels;

Equals Slavery" T-Shirt

next Tax Day rally!
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back (from Lysander Spooner, Ayn Rand, Mark Twain,
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a
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Make
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I
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outreach tool ever invented. This
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THE VOLUNTEER

Guns, prostitution and global warming
■

According to a Feb. 15 article in the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, the
Montana House of Representatives has "collectively thumbed their

noses at the federal government"
by approving a bill that would
exempt guns made in Montana from federal regulations, as long as
the guns remain inside the state. If the bill passes on a third vote, it
will go to the state senate. One representative questioned the plan
noting that the state may as well "say we aren't subject to the
income tax." Now there's an interesting concept!

To maximize

effectiveness,
put your strengths to work

—

The Libertarian Party is reaching

point where it is necessary
for our state parties to become
more organized in order to achieve

better suited
Most

a

■ "President Bush's

proposed $2.7 trillion fed¬
budget lists $424 billion in discretionary
defense spending, and another $497 billion in
discretionary non-defense spending," says Mas¬
sachusetts Libertarian Michael Cloud. "Every¬
thing else is categorized as non-discretionary
spending. Gravity is non-discretionary. Every
dollar of government spending is 100 percent
discretionary. The next time someone tells you
that a government budget item was 'mandated
by law,' tell him that the mandate is discretionary: legislators have
the authority to amend or repeal the law."
eral

■ A young

unemployed female IT professional in Germany was until
recently receiving government unemployment benefits as she looked
for a new job. However, because of the government's rules, she was
required to accept the first job that was offered to her — or lose the
benefits. Her first job offer came from the sex industry, and she lost
her unemployment benefits by turning down that job. Some wags in
cyberspace referred to this as an example of what would happen in
the U.S. "if the Libertarians managed to get prostitution legalized."
■ A

key study that has driven the argument about global warming
has been called into question. Nicknamed the "hockey stick" graph
because it shows a drastic upswing in temperatures in the 20th Cen¬
tury, the graphic supposedly proves global warming can be traced to
human
recent

activity, including the consumption of fossil fuels. However, a
study by a Canadian minerals consultant revealed potentially

critical flaws in the

study. Will the new critique completely debunk
theories of human causes for global warming? Maybe not. But it is
sure

to further fuel the debate.

more success.

there

There

headquarters recently received a
package containing a plaque from the American
Muslim Alliance. AMA gave the award to the
Green, Independent and Libertarian parties at
its 2004 national convention "for showing cour¬
age of conviction in upholding American ideals,
for demonstrating total honesty and integrity
in dealing with
Americans of all religions,
colors and creeds, and for doing the right thing
at the right time and for the right reason."
...

Ruth Bennett earned

is

expected to

go to

more

than 63,000 votes in the election. The

ered in order to
prepare for this
growth.
Organization

...

...

recently noted that Libertarian Steven Adams
the foremost candidate for an Austin
City Council seat. As an opponent of toll roads in Austin, Adams
should pull the vote of the "disgruntled conservative vote," the Web
site said
adding that "the hardcore anti-tollster vote may find a

involved with the Libertarian
ment

are

activists. It's

key for the Liber¬
Party to keep growing. There
are people who want change over¬
night and those who want change
to happen incrementally. And there
are people who want to explain our
message in long detailed essays and
those who want to use sound bytes.
The important thing for everyone,
however, is to be focused

a

move¬

great

losophy that

our activists and can¬
didates have been promoting over

the years.

way*

to learn about the

organization and
philosophy of libertarianism.
Many activists are college students

Politicians

the

who have the time and energy to

help with the movement — even
though they generally lack the
money that would allow them to be¬
come

donors.

Politicians

are

those

who

run

and

get elected to public office.
Their job is to present the Libertar¬
ian message in sound bites through
interviews with the media, public

speaking events and in

one-on-one

discussion. When elected, Libertar¬
ian politicians work to promote the

Intellectuals

Intellectuals

Libertarian

the

people who
write philosophy, platforms, bylaws,
resolutions and editorial pieces for
newspapers. They are the ones who
know Libertarian philosophy and
are good at writing about it. Sim¬
ply put, they are the word-weavers.
They prepare their ideas in a written
format, which politicians can then
present to the public.
are

agenda and to make Lib¬
policy into law.
The politician listens to the ac¬

ertarian

tivists to learn what issues
most

are

the

important and listens to the

intellectuals to learn how to ap¬

proach them. Where the activist
pushes for change, the politician
makes the change more comfortable
to the average

Good

voter.

politicians

speak

well

on one

goal.
There is

one thing that the Dem¬
Republicans are good at
they know how to get elected.
They have structured organizations

ocrats and
—

that

work

with

their

candidates

get them into office. They have

people who donate time and money
to promote their candidates; people
to write speeches and literature;
and people who run campaigns.
As Libertarians we forget that
the average person does not care
much about politics. As long as the
newspaper is at the front door in
the morning, the refrigerator is full
of food and the

car

is still in the

driveway, people will not become
political.
The

Libertarian

movement

is

made of four parts: activists, intel¬
lectuals, politicians and administra¬
tors. Each of these is necessary to
make
cal
if

we are

All

to

succeed in the

politi¬
equally important
accomplish our goals.

sure we

arena.

are

Activists

supposed to be "common knowledge" that government em¬
ployees are underpaid. But according to figures released by the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2004, government employees make much
more than people working in the private sector, points out Richard
Rider of the San Diego (Calif.) Tax Fighters. "Nationwide, state and lo¬
cal government employees earn an average of $23.52 per hour," Rider
notes. "Private sector employees earn only $16.71. In short
the
real "public servants" are the hard working
people in the private
sector who pay excessive taxes to provide our public employees with
far more compensation than the free market says they deserve."

home next to Adams's name."

By Adam
Mayer

case

■ It's

—

party grows,

tarian

Activists

■ AustinChronicle.com

state

is the essential

the state Supreme Court.

is the strongest opponent to

a

cer¬

must be consid¬

■ A

judge in Chelan County, Wash., recently refused to order a re¬
vote in Washington's extremely close governor's race, saying he did
not have the authority to order a statewide second election as re¬
quested by the Republican Party. The Republicans are contesting the
election of Democrat Christine Gregoire, who was named governor
only after a second recount. Gregoire defeated Republican Dino Rossi
by just 129 votes out of nearly three million ballots cast. Libertarian

are

tain factors that

to

■ National LP

As

problems that occur when
people of different backgrounds
and skills try to work together to
promote liberty.
are

as a politician.
people when they first get

public

are

those out in the

■ During a Libertarian State Leadership Conference forum on getting
Libertarians elected to office, Adam Mayer (center), chairman of the

Oregon LP, shares a laugh with elected officials Beatrice Jones — a
city council member in Hardeeville, S.C. — and Ben Brandon, who
was recently elected to the position of county administrator in Dade
County, Ga. (Photo by LP News Editor J. Daniel Cloud)
Good

intellectuals

explain
that can
be understood and will sway people
to our side. Their role is performed
behind the scenes: writing speeches
for candidates; researching issues;
and helping the movement present
Libertarianism in

a

can

way

promoting the Liber¬
tarian message. They are the volun¬
teers who collect signatures for bal¬
lot measures and get candidates on
the ballot, and they're the people
who show up to public meetings.
They write letters to the editor and
help on campaigns.
These are the people who are on
the front line promoting the Liber¬
tarian message to the public. They
wake up the average person, they
make unrest and they want change.
Someone who wants change to hap¬
pen immediately is best suited as an

themselves Libertarian,

activist, while

bers of the media do

arena

someone

who wants

change to happen incrementally is

its message.
In Oregon

«

there is an organiza¬
tion called Cascade Policy Institute
(CPI), which is similar to The Cato
Institute. The majority of people
who work for Cascade

are

Libertar¬

ians. In the media, CPI is gener¬

ally known

as a

"free-market think

tank," but that is

now seen as syn¬

onymous with "libertarian."
Cascade Policy Institute

is not
Party
Oregon. In fact, they don't call

affiliated with the Libertarian
of

but
—

in

public and look good in front
cameras. They need to appear
knowledgeable on the issues and
speak with compassion and charis¬
ma. They need to win the support
of the public, and they have to get
people to listen to them and to like
them. Again this is one area where
the Democrats and Republicans are
experts. They don't always have
a strong message, but they do get
of

elected.
The

politicians are the people
the Libertarian mes¬
sage to the public in person and in
the media. They speak at schools,
neighborhood associations and on
radio talk shows. They are the ones
who present

who do interviews with newspapers
and TV stations.
Politicians don't have two hours

mem¬

because

they recognize the libertarian phi¬

to

spend discussing how the ConstiSee FOCUS Page 13

Libertarian

Ithe

Is it always honorable to die
in service of your country?
As a veteran myself, Veteran's

died in that

war

died for

an

ignoble

Vietnam had to be saved from North

Horace

Vietnam

once

wrote, "It is
sweet
and

In World War I, we intervened

cause.

the side of

imperial Britain and
against imperial Germany.
There was no great moral issue
on

France

involved in that

war.

The Americans

who died in it died in vain.
We

were

roll to

later told that South
the communists would

or

victory in the entire region.
spite of

But communism failed in

honorable to

By JeffreyJ

the fact that

die for your

RODCrtSOn

The Americans who died in that

country."

•••••••••

died in vain. Since then

But

he

fought

was

apologist

an

a war

we

lost in Vietnam.

we

war

have

with Iraq to restore fat

sheiks to their thrones in Kuwait.

for the Roman

Now

we

fighting another

are

there that

we were

if the death didn't

contrary. Their intentions are good,

battlefield. I

but the results

happen on the
trying to deny
meaning to those who've lost loved
ones in war. Instead, I am trying
to replace a fraudulent source of
meaning with a truthful one. It
will give true meaning to the death

FORUM

Day always saddens me. It is
noble to honor bravery and
supreme sacrifice in a righteous
cause.
But have our politicians
always sacrificed youth for good
purposes?
On Veteran's Day, we pretend
that they have. The Roman poet
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not

am

of those lost in mistaken
resolve to

we

never

wars

let it

if

happen

again.
Too many

good

dreams,

own

plans, hopes and ambitions,
their

as

war

led into under

well

as

families, friends and

own

children,

and

young men

with their

women,

being sent to die.
They're not dying to keep us free.
They're not dying for their country.
They're dying for the ambitions and
plans of politicians in a quest to

false pretenses.

Clearly, when it comes to war,
politicians get it wrong more
often than they get it right. And
young men lost their lives for
no
good purpose. The dead and
wounded may have been noble
in their bravery, but their deaths
were unnecessary —
too high a
price to pay for a cause that was
questionable at best.
Anytime you lose a loved one,
you search for meaning. It is easier
to accept death if you can find a
meaning for it. This is true even
our

create

It's

are

brave

a

even

men

but their intentions

people to die in their wars.
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz believed Iraqis would

die for

women

no

purpose.

people then engage
in a game of "let's play pretend" to
give false meaning to their losses.
Bring the troops home and
keep them here. Put an end to the
perpetual war for perpetual peace.
Have them march in a parade.

just

as honorable as
wreath laid on your

—

and

having a
grave. And
which of the dead wouldn't prefer
to be doing that on the 11th day of
—

the 11th month?

liberators. President

■
A.

as

and

would

it

The American

George Bush has said he still
expects that to happen — despite
overwhelming evidence to the

us

said

That's much sweeter than

must not be allowed to send young

embrace

not. Wolfowitz

generals
ta“ke 500,000
troops to do the job. Instead, they
thought our good intentions would
be enough to win over the Iraqis.
Will the future be any better
than the past? Not if history is any
guide. When politicians go to war,
they usually get it wrong, and young
who

world.

possible some politicians

well,

mean

new

are

and Bush didn't trust the

About

the

Robertson

author:

is

Jeffrey

attorney who
currently serves as chair of the LP of
Lincoln County, Mo.
an

machine, and

war

I doubt that death felt sweet to

Romans lying disemboweled
foreign battlefields. What can we
say — what can we do — for those
who died in unjust wars?
The
Department of Defense
young
on

Political

By our constitution, there is
supposed to

estimates that 1.2 million Americans

have died in service to their country
since
the
Revolutionary War.
Another

million

1.4

wounded. In

have

been

Since

religious

our

nation needed to be

defended.
avoidable and

the

wars were

about

things
other than our liberty. Do we really
honor the dead by pretending
otherwise, or do we merely increase
were

the likelihood that
and

women

more

will die to

young men

no

purpose

in

the future?
At the turn of the last century,

fought the Spanish to give
an
imperial colony in
the Philippines and an economic
dependency in Cuba. The men who
ourselves

Focus
Continued from

on

Candidates that
are

job

not

run

for offices

currently winnable,

statewide offices and

gressional seats, do
as

so to

promote

possible.

nature,
it should be easy to see that an
elected official, representing all

the

people
who run the day-to-day organiza¬
tion. They deal with policy, plan¬
ning and regulations. Their job is to
ensure that the bills are paid, the
rules are being followed, and the of¬
are

fice staff has what it needs to do its

job. In the Libertarian movement,
this is the role of the state party.
Each state party has a chair, of¬
serve

on

the executive

political state of
Religion presently has
everything to do with elections and
understanding the voting public.
Understanding a candidate's
religious view goes a long way
towards figuring out how they
our

nation?

people, cannot successfully
people if his decisions
are based upon his particular brand
of religiosity and the rest of his
constituents are ignored.
What does this have to do with
the Libertarian

Party? What does this

perform

elected.

once

The

survival of our party and
others depend upon our ability to
understand why the religious right
so
feverishly re-elected George
W. Bush and why they gave the
Republican Party the power that
very

Hitler

and

Mussolini

had

to

kill

people to obtain.

of the

religious morality

.

After

the

Of

even

more

concern

to

me

is

that the
to

religious right appeared
ignore the major political issues

and, cast their votes based upon
their brand of

religious morality.

In their

quest to stop abortion and
same-sex
marriage they seem to
have totally disregarded a wrongful
war, a staggering national debt, our
troops dying in Iraq and Afghanistan

election

the

media

citizen
George

Bush was re-elected, and the
Republican Party gained nearly
unprecedented power, with votes
cast by the religious right.
W.

usually representa¬

that holds the Libertarian

have

a

at odds with itself.

systematic dismantling of
Rights.
Political
morality has been
ignored; it was almost nonexistent.
That

issue

—

and

how it

came

When
voters
keep putting
people like that into office they
are asking for, and will get, only
one thing: tyranny. And Americans'
feelings toward tyranny were
quite thoroughly explained in the
Declaration of Independence.

happen and how to combat
it
should now be put on the
front burner if we are to stop the
Republican steamroller.
We must identify the root cause
for the religious right vote and how

About

it

D.

—

came

about. How to correct it will

take the effort of every

citizen who

the

Suiter is

author:
a

Augustus

Libertarian

in San

Bernardino, Calif.

during the 1990s because people
not in roles appropriate to

many not make a good administra¬
tor. Someone who is a great admin¬

with

their skills.

istrator may not make a good in¬
tellectual. Someone who is a great

your

were

Intellectuals

role of the administrator is to work

believed it knew the best method.

intellectual, you need to look for

behind the

a result many people left the or¬
ganization. Thankfully many have
come back since things have become
better organized.
It's important to realize that ac¬
tivists, intellectuals, politicians and
administrators can work together,

someone

together.
re¬

the activists, intellectuals

and

scenes

and not

on

the

front line.
The state chair is to work behind
the

scenes making sure that every¬
thing is getting done. It is not a
position of glory or fame; it's a job
designed to manage the political
party. When the state chairs of a po¬
litical party spend their time trying
to promote themselves, their party

will suffer.
In

officials

elected

Our

responsibility to make their decision
based upon political morality. If
they don't — if they make decisions
based upon their particular brand of

and the

politicians need. In order for
state party to be successful, the

move¬

The administrators offer the
sources

democracy, freedom and

Constitution.

the Bill of

trying to be
politicians; activists were trying to
be administrators; and politicians
were trying to be activists. There
were constant fights at meetings
and public events because each side

ment

our

religious morality — and seemingly
have a total disregard for the rest
of the nation's citizens, then they'll
end up with a country divided and

to

made mention of it, and any
not in a coma realized it:

believes in

strengths rather than attempting too much

tives of the county or regions in the
state. The administration is the glue

a

Administrators

Administrators

ficers who

Q. Sljiter
..........

in

con¬

the Libertarian message to as many

people

By Augustus

committee and

Page 12

of the intellectual.

as

highly
personal

your

tution should work; that is the

such

faith-

based and

vs

have to do with the

will

unite those

we

that

^

are

But in most cases,

separation

between church and the state.

of these wars, it

stake, that

be

Religious freedom is guaranteed,
but should, as much as possible, be
kept out of the political arena.

could be argued that freedom was at

some

morality

Oregon,

problems

occured

were

As

intellectual may not
activist.

make

good

a

If you are currently the state
chair and realize that you are not

a

great activ¬

politician.
politician

an or¬

entire Libertarian movement.

can

do the

of

an

job bet¬

ter when your

and

run

for U.S. Senate.

We

The best

Libertarians. The task is to get peo¬

Someone who is

all of the roles. As

good politician, then don't resign

who

more

where their

ist may not make a good
Someone who is a great

on some or

term ends. If you are
good as an administrator and not a

administrator but

an

but first individuals need to know
are.

people into changing their role in
state Libertarian movement.
When the organization is small,
people will wear many hats and take

ganization grows, it is hard for some
to give up the control that they've
held while the group was small. It's
important to remember that the
state party is not the most impor¬
tant thing; it is just one part of the

path to success and to
minimize infighting is to develop an
organized structure that involves all

strengths

pect of organization, being honest
yourself and trying to motivate

ple to work at what they

are

best

skilled at.
This is also the most difficult

are

are a

room

for everyone.

best suited.

■ About the author: Adam

is chairman
as¬

small party,

and there
Make sure
people apply their skills where they

is

of Oregon.

Mayer
of the Libertarian Party
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★★ They're back!
Our

★★

popular “New Vision for America” brochures are
back in stock and ready for immediate delivery.

offering a 20% DISCOUNT and FREE SHIPPING if you buy them by the box. Normally, these
for 25 cents each, but you can get them for under 19 CENTS each if you purchase them by the box in
quantities of 650 or more. That’s just $120 per box — plus we’ll pay the shipping!

To celebrate, we’re
brochures sell

paity.*

.

“A New Vision for America”

24-page, full-color outreach brochure
a prospecting tool that presents our vision for
photographs of Libertarians in action. “A New Vision for America”
takes a warm, human approach — telling true stories that illustrate Libertarian principles. Instead
of focusing on how bad the Republicans
and Democrats are, we gently ask readers to imagine a better America — an America of
prosperity, tolerance, and freedom.

America in

a

is

a

...

positive, upbeat manner. And it’s loaded with gorgeous

This

pocket-sized (8.5" by 4") booklet fits easily in a pocket or purse, and is perfect for handing out at state fairs,
politically homeless booths and other outreach events. Order your "New Vision for America” brochures today!
Smaller orders are priced at $25 per 100 (LP pays shipping.)

LP Literature & Books

2-C0L0R ★ LIBERTARIAN PARTY BROCHURES ★ 4-C0L0R

■

Why Government Doesn't Work by Harry
Browne. The 1996 Presidential campaign manifesto:
Explains why government doesn't work, and why
it will never work as well as voluntary solutions.
Outlines a Libertarian plan for victory. Hardbound,
245 pages. Cost: $11.95

'

tives. A must-read.
or

,i«ta

If

by David Bergland.
Expanded 8th edition. The classic introductory work.
Outlines Libertarian positions on all major political

each;

i

% •«*

■ Libertarianism In One Lesson

issues and contrasts them to liberals and

2-COLOR

.

■

■

■ Is This the

Welfare State
■ What

■ Working to
Your Taxes

Your

■ It's Time for

©Family

Eq Buflgehr

Ri<

■

Effective

New Political

Party You've Been
Looking For?

Happened To
Family Budget?

Cut

—

a

More Sensible

Equal Rights for

America's Gun Owners

Softbound, 158 pages Cost: $10

5 for $35.

Liberty Logo master. Camera-ready
sheet, ready for scanning. Cost:$1 each

Drug Policy

^2-color brochures: Sample: 504 ★ Or $7 for 100 / 4-color brochures: Sample: 504
■ LP "Fact Sheets":

Updated for 2003: 2-page LP
history (with political highlights, accomplishments,
and victories from 1971-2003) and a comprehensive
two-page bibliography (featuring more than 150

defense of the Second Amendment,

designed
especially for the gun community. Explains why
the LP will never betray gun owners — unlike the
Republican Party, which constantly sells them out.
Cost: Sample: 50<t or $7 for 100

books about
504

or

liberty!). Sold

as a set.

Heritage by David Ber¬
gland. 16-page booklet. Concise overview of Liber¬
tarian philosophy and solutions in an easy-to-read
question-and-answer format Cost:$1 each

★ Or $10 for 100^

Cost: $1

EHT 4

Bumper Stickers
$1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100. Size: 11"

$1,000,000
— and
points out that the federal government spends more
than $1 million every five seconds. Perfect for Tax
Day, taxpayer groups, and almost any other out¬
reach project! Cost: Sample: 50C or $5 for 100
•
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■ I'm Pro-Choice

on

Brochure (4-c): "Is

-

Large Banner. (18" x 5'). White lettering on bold
background. The first line says: "Libertarian
Party." The second line says: "800-ELECT-US." Perfect
for local Libertarian Party meetings, state or county
conventions. Operation Politically Homeless (OPH)
booths, etc. Cost: $40 each
blue

Party:

I Total Due

Second line says:

c

(18"h

5'w)
“1-800-ELECT-US"
x

.

This/New Political Party...?”
.
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Brochure

(4-c): "More Sensible Drug Policy"

Brochure
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Liberty logo master

LP Statue of

.

-

Heritage booklet

Why Government Doesn't Work

history/bibliography (package)

By Harry Browne

“Million Dollar Bill" Literature

Libertarianism In One Lesson

Send to

a

Post Office Box: $5 extra

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE

Don't Blame Me...I Voted Libertarian

[ ] Cash, check, or money order enclosed. (No corporate checks!)
Make checks payable to The Libertarian Party.
Bill my: [ ] Visa [) MasterCard [ jAMEX [ ] Discover

Expires

Signature

Everything!
ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Libertarian/1 -800-ELECT-US
on

By

I Buttons
Don't Blame Me, I Voted Libertarian

T3 -rz
Tn

ENOUGH IS

VOTE

£ o
Oo

Vote

Libertarian Party:

(888)
LIB-1776

Name

Bumper Stickers
I'm Pro-Choice

RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange

HOWTO
PLACE
YOUR
ORDER

Acct. #

By David Bergland
I

RUSH handling: Add $5 for same-day handling

Defenders

IBooks for Sale

World's Smallest Political Quiz

Merchandise Total

Phone:

Liberty logo on 3-1/2" PC disk

Newsprint ads: "Libertarian Party
of Liberty" set of seven.

01

C
v=

011 ^

Ol

'Equal Rights/America's Gun Owners"

Fact Sheets: LP

9- o

2-SEw

Brochure:

America's Libertarian

■S 5.T2
c

"Making Neighborhood Safe Again"

Statue of

.

Flyer "Political Party/100% ProGun Rights?"

JZ

o
^

U ^
W

-o

Brochure:

q_

T3

di

"Ending the Welfare State"

Campaigning
Libertarian Political Action Booklet

Happened/ Family Budget?"

Brochure:

43

t/1

ITools for

Newsprint Ads: "Libertarian Party — Defenders of
Liberty." Camera-ready print ads. One each of six dif¬
ferent ads: General, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft, and
taxes. Plus additional multi-sized "Lower Taxes/More

1-800-ELECT-US

"LIBERTARIAN PARTY"

_

<L'

■

on

I Banners

(4<): "A New Vision for America”

Disk. 3.5" DOS-

Everything

Everything! (Red, white, & blue.;

COST

BOOKLET

Q_

■ Libertarian

Pro-Choice

on PC

Banners

1-800-ELECT-US

3"

ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
(Red, white, & blue).

fQ

£3

J2

■

>■

x

Liberty Logo

■

■ Vote Libertarian

■ ENOUGH IS

IReady-to-use Literature

**

u

each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100

1-800-ELECT-US

highlights excessive federal spending

■ LP Statue of

compatible computer disk. Cost: $3 each

Freedom" LP advertisements. Cost: $3 for set

I Voted Libertarian

$1 for 100

bill that

c'

(Blue &

■ Don't Blame Me,

■ Million Dollar Bills: Green Ink. Afaux

S-2-o
-O

Libertarian/800-ELECT-US

Buttons

"politically homeless" booths.
Cost:

I Voted Libertarian (Blue
phone number below.)

white.)

Cost:Sample:

$10 for 100

Quiz cards. Perfect for

...

& white; 800-ELECT-US

■ World's Smallest Political

■ America's Libertarian

~

■ Don't Blame Me

■ Vote

state, local, or federal! Cost:$3.00 each

■ LP Statue of

■ Which Political

Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights?
Full-page flyer. 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting

Campaigning

Techniques for
Campaigning: 32 pages. Comprehensive
explanation of winning campaign techniques for
Libertarian candidates. Includes everything from cre¬
ating a campaign timeline, deciding on issues, raising
money, working with volunteers, dealing with the
media, and organizing a Get Out The Vote (GOTV)
effort. A must read for every Libertarian candidate

4-COLOR

Making Your
Neighborhood
Safe Again
■ Ending the

Jfc.
Happened

,0v\

conserva¬

Tools for

■ Libertarian Political Action:

LIBERTARIAN/800-ELECT-US
Pro-Choice on Everything

Mail:

Membership ID# [On label]

Liberty Bookstore
4600 Eisenhower Ave.

Street

Alexandria, VA 22304
City

State

Zip

FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES US TO USE OUR BEST EFFORTS TO COLLECT AND REPORT THE NAME, MAILING ADDRESS, OCCUPATION AND NAME OF EMPLOYER OF INDIVIDUALS WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS EXCEED $200 IN AN ELECTION CYCLE.

Libertarian

Empower teachers
Many public school principals

By Joseph L. Bast
PRESIDENT, THE HEARTLAND INSTITUTE

have been forced to work around

incompetent

Compared to professionals in
other

fields,

teachers

are

public school
surprisingly

unfree.

order

In

to

teach

in

most

they must take courses at
colleges that are widely
condemned as being useless or even
counterproductive in the classroom.
They must join teacher unions and
have hefty dues withheld from their
paychecks — money that is used in
political campaigns without their

otherwise

or

lack¬

luster staff members and teachers,
rather
than
replacing
them.

places greater demands on
competent teachers and sometimes
puts students at risk.
Empower teachers
There is a better path for public

school teachers to follow.

Allowing

schools

utilize

to

as

■ Joseph L. Bast

progress.
The logic

bad

even

are

almost

the most troubled schools

are

nearly impossible to shut down. But
this "solution" has badly damaged
the teaching profession and the
children in the schools.

would

ones

result

in

And

—

When Milton Friedman and other

pioneers

of the

school voucher
school

advocated

movement

vouchers in the

early 1960s, they
with skepticism and

met

were

—

is

with

interest in the education of

an

the nation's children.
Parents

support school choice
they know their own
children's
special
educational

because

disbelief.

Schools that
retain

needs and talents better than any

school
possibly could.

incompetent

Parents want to be allowed to

make

to those with merit-

in

choices

education

quickly lose students
based

administrator

government

employees would

...

and thus, for school choice

growing in nearly every part of the
country and in nearly every group

their

they know
vouchers would give them the
ability to make educators and school
administrators more responsive to
their advice and

concerns.

And meanwhile, many

employment

children's

and

—

teachers

support vouchers because they know

they will be treated

policies.

schools

in

Today, however, vouchers are at
epicenter of the national school
reform movement. Many eyes are

that

as

professionals
for

compete

children.

the

would continue to be involved in

on

schools, but private busineses and

Vermont and Florida

not-for-profit organizations would
compete for government and private
funds in a competitive education
industry.

home

to

allow

some

Vouchers would allow parents to

choose, without financial penalties,

Milwaukee,

Cleveland,

voucher

—

Maine,

which

programs

are

that

28,000 children to attend

M About the author: Joseph L.
Bast is

president of The Heartland
Chicago and coauthor,
with Herbert J. Walberg, o/Education
& Capitalism (Hoover Press 2003). He

Institute in

be contacted at ibast(g)heartland.

private schools at public expense.
And the U.S. Supreme Court's
2002
ruling that vouchers are

Bast and

constitutional

Put

has

removed

any

can
ora.

Some material also taken

from
Walberg's 2003 book, Let's
Parents Back In Charge!

allowing parents to choose

would allow the teachers to
their

lost

freedoms,

recover

while

also

boosting the productivity of K-12
schools.
If parents were
schools for their

allowed to choose
children and if

public funds followed the child, the
tactics used by superintendents and
school boards to avoid accountability
would no longer be necessary or
possible.
Superintendents would have
no

incentive

or

voters.

about

mislead

to

achievement

frequently find ourselves scratching

face

heads because

on

we

help!

often cannot

use

the photos submitted.

We want to vary our content, and put the best

the LP, our members and Libertarian activities!

Help us picture you! To stand a good chance of getting
your photos
nationwide

and

in LP News — where they’ll be seen by Libertarians
follow a few simple guidelines.

—

✓ Hi-res: If you

resolution

found

on a

✓ Send

image

—

send a photo via e-mail, make sure it is a highmeaning at least 300 dpi. We cannot use images

website.

When sending a digital photo, please
original image. Do not edit it. That way, we can crop, adjust color, or
otherwise modify the image for the specific spot where we need it.
✓ Close-up and personal: When taking pictures of speakers or other
events,
always remember: Closer is better. Don’t be afraid to stand in front of the crowd for a
minute or two and get a good picture.
Action shots: Even if it’s only one person, get photos of that person doing something — even
laughing. If you’ve got a group, show them interacting, working on a project, talking to each other —
anything other than lining them up and having them smile for the camera or sitting around a half-cleared
dining table looking at each other over the scattered remains of a dinner meeting.
Focus: If you have an activity with 10 or 15 people, don’t try to work all of them into the photo unless
it’s absolutely necessary. Focus on people doing things and on the people who are important to the story
you’re trying to tell.
Send in a variety: If you take 12 photos and don’t know which one is appropriate, feel free to send
the original:

send the

services.
If school choice

were

school

districts

and

schools

would

become

allowed,

individual

smaller,

allowing for a variety of curricula to
be applied consistently based on the
needs of students and preferences
of their parents. This would make
possible more accurate evaluation
of each

recruited from the bottom third of

students to those with merit-based

American

employment policies.

teacher's

contribution

learning. Schools that
retain incompetent or dangerous
employees would quickly lose

Successful
for

schools

teachers

would
with

✓

to

student's

more

our

We need your

professional competence from thirdparty rating systems would become
widely available, as in the cases of
consumer reports on automobiles,
hospitals and other goods and

a

yourself...in LP News!

Did you know that a majority of the photographs included in this
newspaper are submitted by our readers? Despite this wonderful help, we

information

Accurate

student

Picture

parents

Teachers disrespected
Teaching
has
become
a
disrespected profession, with the
overwhelming majority of teachers

college graduates.
Real teacher pay has risen by 12
percent since 1982, but pay rose
faster for college graduates as a
group and in comparable professions.
For example, pay for nursing rose by
17 percent over the same period.

many
school failure.

lingering doubt about the reform's
legality.
Support for school vouchers

better

the schools their children attend

never

incompetency, and

and

proposed reform addresses so
of the causes of government

schools for the children.

rewards centralization of

terminated for

new

Under a voucher plan, g overnment

marketplace standards to reward
good teachers and effectively punish

works: Teachers

those walls fall before

better ideas.

making it difficult for critics to
prove the absence of year-to-year

authority,
resulting in school districts and high
schools that are much too large for
a single curriculum to be best for
many or even most students.
With multiple and constantly
changing curricula, there can be no
certainty as to what students should
have mastered in. earlier grades,
making it almost impossible for
school boards, superintendents and
principals to accurately assess the
performance of individual teachers.
With
objective measures of
professional competence missing,
teachers rightly fear favoritism and
other kinds of managerial abuse.
The solution, offered by powerful
teacher unions, is complex and
detailed
collective
bargaining
agreements which severely limit the
principals' managerial prerogatives.
In some respects this strategy

other

compete

A
wide
range
of exciting
opportunities would emerge as old
assumptions and dogmas — that
have been kept alive for more
than a century behind the walls of
monopoly and bureaucracy — are
finally subjected to criticism, and

rights

of bureaucracy also

Principals would no longer be
prevented from offering higher pay
to exceptional teachers or to those
teaching difficult-to-master topics.
Finally, under a system of school

handicap them.

Public school teachers lost the

tests,

bureaucracy would not

for students, free of the bureaucracy
and
regulations that presently

systems.

and

Excessive

be tolerated, and more money would
flow to teachers and classrooms.

start their own schools and

Merit pay to reward and retain
outstanding teachers is off-limits
in nearly all government school

methods

[SOLUTIONS!

the schools their children attend. No

choice, teachers would be free to

consent.

assessment

by allowing school choice

Libertarian

This

states,
teacher

that other professionals
take for granted because the usual
marketplace forces that protect and
reward professionals do not operate
inside the public school system.
Teachers,
for
example, are
protected
against
competition
and individual responsibility. The
absence of competition allows many
superintendents and school boards
to
frequently change academic

—
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✓

✓

them all.

pay

proven

ability because they would have
greater resources — from privately
or publicly financed tuition — with
which they could pay teachers.

✓

Send

in as many as you can:

Questions? Contact Daniel Cloud at

We

can

always

use

pictures!

(202) 333-0008, ext. 226,

or

by e-mail at editor@hq.lp.org.
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[THnnnEE:
...

Progress report

preserve, prated and

defend the Constitution
of Ihe United States.

On May 27, 2003, I had theprivil geofbecoming your
executive director. Thanks to you, our
have made a lot of progress since then.

members, we
Because of your
generous support of the party, we have been able to become
financially stable, grow membership, retool the entire "back office"
and begin the outreach part of being a national political party.
You provided the resources to pay off hundreds of thousands of
dollars in bills when we had no other way to pay them. You paid
for the launch of "Operation Welcome Back," an outreach program
inviting lapsed members to rejoin.
And rejoin they did. Last year alone, 1,943 former members
rejoined the party. This contributed to making
2004 the first year of membership growth
in four years. We grew the party by 1,134
members after four years of membership
decline. You made this possible. We installed
a new QuickBooks accounting software system
that lets us generate reports faster and easier,
freeing up staff time. You paid for the new
database software, Raiser's Edge, which is
alreading beginning to pay for itself in saving

distribute welfare.

...

Conduct

pre-emptive military
strikes, continue mandatory
payroll withholdings, expand
the

war on

drugs, force

federal mandates upon the
states, and restrict privacy...
the Constitution be damned!

staff time. Onerous federal election reports
that used to take the better part of a week
now can

be done in hours. Your

to invest in

our

willingness

back office is what made this

possible.
Speaking of that first letter, "We're in
Deep Trouble," I promised in it that I would
spend your money and control costs as if the
business were my own. Our vendor costs have gone down while our
vendor service levels have risen. The cost of membership renewal has
been reduced and continues to decline. We now have a comprehensive
donor, pledge and member call center responsible for increasing

■ Social

needs to be sacked.

member contributions. Our

costly and cumbersome material sales
a vendor who can serve you better
and less expensively. I have significantly reduced overall staff payroll
and benefit costs. The cost of producing LP News has been reduced.
And finally, through your generosity, we have significantly met our
budget on the expense and revenue side. This financial stability and
reduced overhead give us the opportunity to plan for progress and
growth rather than lurching from one cash shortage to the next.
Now I have turned my attention to two areas vital to a national
political party — namely outreach to constituent groups and
developing a legislative agenda. I have been mining my personal
network from my old radio talk show days to create outreach and to
increase visibility for the party in the political community. I've been
connecting with the leadership of such organizations as The Institute
for Responsible Citizenship, a group that mentors African-American
youth to champion free markets and individual liberty and pursue
senior positions in government; Americans for Tax Reform; American
Family Business Institute; The National Rifle Association; Citizens
Against Government Waste; and The National Taxpayers Union.
function has been outsourced to

I have also been

having face-to-face meetings with prominent

members of the media.
We made our first appearance as a co-sponsor of the February
2005 Conservative Political Action Committee convention in

Washington. Our booth was well-situated for foot traffic and staffed
with smiling faces. More than 4,000 participants found a copy of our
"New Vision for America" brochure in their welcome bag.
We have the beginnings of a legislative agenda. I've just joined
the Death Tax Repeal Working Group — which is comprised of
the heads of over 50 organizations committed to working to have
passed in the Congress and signed by the president, a permanent
repeal of the death tax. The group is currently backing the Cox Bill
H.R. 64
whose stated purpose is to repeal the federal death
tax, including the estate and gift taxes and the tax on generation¬
skipping transfers. I am meeting and working with the leadership of
such organizations as National Beer Wholesalers Association, 60 Plus
(Seniors), Club for Growth, National Cattlemen, American Legislative
Exchange Council, National Electrical Contractors, the Small Business
Survival Committee, Empower America/Freedom Works, National
Federation of Independent Businesses and the Competitive Enterprise
—

—

Institute.
Much has been

accomplished in recent months and there is much
we should all be proud of.
Thank you for the trust you place in me when you fund our
projects and operations. Thank you for making our progress possible.

■ The Sound of Music

Security

[Re: Libertarian Solutions, Jan¬
uary 2005 LP News] I agree with An¬
thony Gregory's premise that Social
Security is a bankrupt system that
Not

only

when there

was

the system created

was a

16:1 ratio between

and retirees, the retirement
age was the same as the average life
expectancy: 65. That means most
payers

folks

dead when it

were

came

time

to collect. Folks now

get to collect

for

years.

an

of nine

average

The

it is eliminated, the

sooner

less money

well have to lose.

I watched the end of the classic

film "The Sound of Music"

on

Christ¬

night. Beyond the love story,
spectacular pho¬
tography this film is held dear to our
mas

the music and the

hearts because it is

a

moral story of

man's courage

in the face of the
overwhelming evil of his time.
Captain von Trapp, being a moral
man, wanted nothing to do with the
Nazis. In the end he took his family
and fled from his country to avoid
serving their immoral cause. At
one

the time, I'm sure his government
branded him as a coward and a de¬
serter.

—Bill Wohler

Menlo Park, California

■ Global
As

a

new

Libertarian ideas

warming

are many,

both within and without the party,
who believe that Libertarianism and

environmentalism

are

extremely

are

Libertarian, I find it

disheartening that there

mutually in¬

popular. When's the

possible to believe in global
warming and be a libertarian. This
is a world that needs saving, but
as Daniel Quinn puts it, "The world
will not be saved by people with old
minds and new programs. It will be
saved by people with new minds
and no programs."
It is perfectly acceptable to be¬
are

our current

this

C02 emission

acceptable, but also to be¬

lieve that

more

freedom

can

solve

problem, while less freedom

will make it

worse.

last time you met

who

are

the world

actually concerned about
we

leave to

our

children,

grandchildren and beyond. Not all
us think the nanny-state is the

of

answer

—

■ Libertarian radio
Your tribute to the late David

Brudnoy was excellent. It was cer¬
tainly a sad day for Libertarian talk
radio when he died.

However, Libertarian talk did not
die with him

on that day.
While
be absent from Boston and
many other markets around the
country, it doesn't have to be.
My show, "Free Talk Live," has

it may

been around since 2002, but until

recently only in Sarasota, Fla. We
are new to syndication and are ac¬
tively looking for affiliates. Cur¬
rently we're on in Kansas City, Mo.;
Providence, R.I.; Sarasota, Fla.; and
I would like to invite those Lib¬

indeed, I think the

nan¬

ny-state can only get in the way.
—Daryl Sawyer

Fresno, California

anyone

who thought

the government
should be

Libertarian talk radio in their

mar¬

ket to call the program director of
their favorite talk radio station, tell

bigger?

—John R. Pack

him

or

now

syndicated, and that

her that "Free Talk Live" is

think
lineup.
shows get on in
you

it should be added to their
If it

helps

our

markets, that

new

means

millions

Today, we hold Captain von
Trapp up as a cultural icon and a he¬
roic example for children. He is the

being exposed to the
Libertarian message!

brave individual who followed his

Sarasota, Florida

conscience

more

listeners

—Ian Bernard

against his misguided

government.

Please don't be hostile to those of
us

Knoxville, Illinois

ertarians who would like to have

It is

levels

—William Fred Johnson

Alcoa/Marysville, Tenn.

consistent.

lieve that

hold then up as modern day versions
of the heroic Captain von Trapp?

Now George Bush is no Hitler,
and I do not intend to make that

■

Cutting off heads

To

equalize requires an unequal
equalizer, and Libertarians thinking
about "equality" should remember

comparison. But I wonder: How
many of our reservists today will be
viewed as heroes if they refuse to
serve in a war that they feel has no

this.

moral foundation?

government force results in less,

Will

we

call them cowards, de¬

serters and draft

dodgers,

or

will

we

The

pursuit of egalitarianism by

rather than

more,

equality. And,

of course, even on its own terms

Libertarian

nothing to campaign about.

nrraMAiLBox

—Ken Obenski

San
the

supposed pursuit of monetary
equality tends to backfire. Not
many of Stalin's Russians had their
own movie projectionists.
As Alexander Rustow put it in
Freedom

and

Domination,

when

equality is proclaimed, "there must
at least be persons who issue pre¬
cisely this proclamation and, above
all, implement it and undertake the
important task of cutting off the
heads that tower above others. Thus,
every politically serious attempt at
instituting radical equality inevita¬
bly leads to terror and dictatorship
in their most blatant forms."

Chattanooga, Tennessee

Mega-platform

Thank you for printing Beatrice
Jones' "To be effective, build coali¬
tions" [February 2005 LP News],

There

market?

Not if

we

by the

want his or her

■ A sad

I

suggest the Libertarian Party

its entire mega-platform and
replace it with a general statement
of principles plus a specific set of
proposals for a few hot button ar¬
eas where the general public agrees
scrap

with

day

Like the writer of the letter

vote!

ered the issue

for

a

hands-down win

from the get-go.

us

button

It is a hottopic and seems to involve

freedom

on

its face, but it is not the

—John R. Pack

be.
Running for state representative
Michigan last year opened my

Parker, Colorado

in

■ Trust the

eyes.
When I received my questionnaire
from Pride Source, I approached it

pilots

claim.
How about

our

Potemkin-like air¬

long-time Libertarian, I
believe in personal freedom and the
pursuit of happiness, unhindered by
cause

as

a

moralicans.

promise to

Some

This is

even
a

business failure
instead of

—

berate

lot like

the

blaming

a

the customers

on

adapting the business

to the market.

Polls

consistently show that
some libertarian positions are ex¬
tremely popular. When was the last
time you met anyone who thought
the government should be bigger?
And yet

Libertarian candidates

per¬

form poorly.

a

I suggest

that we relegate liber¬
tarian theory to the chit-chat at so¬
cial functions and focus the party's
efforts on those libertarian positions
that the public can accept.
Do we change our ideals?
No.
But do

we

wants to

confront

see

someone

the abuses of the Pa¬

triot Act ended with
lecture

on

who

hour-long
why municipal fire pro¬

veteran

military pilot who

can

be trusted with 400 lives and

a

$60,000,000 airplane can be trusted
with

a

.45!

be automated and unobtrusive?
Because

an

manship!

politics is about show¬
A problem solved leaves

It appears that for many years
the party has been using the same
methods to get a Libertarian presi¬

Clearly

if elected,

If

—

who

are

your

a

Rochester, Michigan

the voters. This should have

■ Satanism

and I feel she would present a

us,

positive image.

your

happen. For

a

I'm

disappointed by the recent LP
release that states that hate
crime laws being applied to crimes
against Satanists is proof that they
should be overturned.
Hate crime laws

dundant and at

are

worse

at best

re¬

unconstitu¬

tional, but if we are to have them,
and we do, then they should be

800-number,

Seabrook, New Hampshire

■

Corporate communism

give the president credit
using free-market spin doctor¬
ing poised to rip us off while baitand-switching the old concept of
screwing the taxpayer. The Yale
boys have grown bored with simply
lobbying for increased government
spending to fill their pockets and
controlling us with our money. Now
the plan is to forcibly allow you to
put your money into a so-called pri¬
on

vate account.

visit

can

its

—

or

If

a

—Jerry L. Dixon

Santee, California

■ Socialism abroad
George W. Bush makes

Bush's vision of American interven¬
tionism becomes

a part the foreign
policy landscape, Americans will
virtually become the world's slaves.

I don't want to foot the bill to free

the world.
We have

a

massive federal defi¬

cit, and Bush is spending billions
—

eventually trillions

—

of

our

money to aid foreign nations
see America as nothing more

who
than

of

Make Your

i

socialism is

privatized, then it should also be
given a more suitable name comple¬
menting this metamorphosis. How
about "Corporate Communism?"
—Greg Callaway

•

! Voice Heard!!

am

a

business

■

owner

with

one big problem
I have is that we

i

correspondence to:

E-mail:

Editor@hq.LP.org
(202) 333-0072
(Attn: LP News)
Mail: Libertarian Party

as

Fax:

cannot

participate in a group health
plan.
We have to get individual poli¬
cies and go through the harsh scru¬
tiny of underwriting, which in my
experience always results in denial,

LP News welcomes letters.

Send

no

insurance

Are you?

more

proclamations about spreading de¬
mocracy overseas and "saving" the
world, the more our liberties at
home are being chiseled away. Bush
may be liberating the world, but
he's enslaving Americans. In fact, if

maturity.

your —
method

employees, and

now.

un¬

derwriting-free employee groups.
My question is this: What is the
libertarian solution to this problem?
I don't like the law forcing insur¬
ance
companies to write policies
that they don't want to, but when
they all collude against their cus¬
tomers, what do you do?

depositor (victim) and like

that those such

package, call Editor J. Daniel Cloud at (202) 333-0008

editor@hq.lp.org. ■ You could be calling right

like the law forces them to write

the present system, won't be avail¬
able for withdrawal at the time of

I

make

won't write association groups un¬
less the law forces them to do so,

bet it won't be in the inter¬

ests of the

■ Insurance

the time to do it,

However, the risk

spread wide by healthy
members in the group, which is
supposed to be the purpose of in¬
surance in the first place.
But the insurance companies

A private account used for pur¬
chasing shares of whose interests?

Middletown, Delaware
or

as a

would be

The

I must

complete, no-obligation advertising

Ext. 226. Or e-mail him at:

plans, where for
CPA would join my
state CPA society. After a year's
membership, I could be included in
their group policy.
My understanding is that insur¬
ance companies can now do this,
but they all refuse because they
are afraid that high risk individuals
would join associations just to get

running for two years.

—Brendan Kelly

Web site. But they’re not...yet. ■ Want to reach

and LP News is the most cost-efficient way to
it

some

positive results. I propose that we
draft Dr. Mary Ruwart to represent

been

service. But they’re not. ■ Those 22,000 Libertarians

decision to call

those 22,000 Libertarians? Now is

need to have

ening to those who think we are
gun nuts or junkies. Also the media
would be less likely to accept ig¬
noring a woman candidate who has

—Retta Fontana

passionate about liberty, politics, current events, and

technology — could be making

we

Dr. Ruwart would be non-threat¬

ingly tailor-made for the LP.

they’re not. ■ Right now, those 22,000 Libertarians could be learning about the benefits of
or

serious,

interest groups, even ones so seem¬

RIGHT NOW
book, political product, T-shirts,

we are

presidential candidate run for at
least two years, giving him or her
a chance to become well known by
our

You

your

change is in order.

a

the strong arm of
government in their favor and
pledge the use other people's money
to promote their agenda.
It's a sad day for liberty lovers to
realize that only promises of initi¬
ating force against peaceful people
can
win endorsements of special
use

22,000 Libertarians Could Be
Reading Your Advertisement

But

health insurance

example, I

the insurance.

■ Ruwart for President

press

Why can't the cabin crew be
taught basic martial arts, so they
can't be easily subdued by hijack¬
ers? Why can't explosives screening

to this would be association group

—Sean Johnson

dent. Our efforts have been consis¬

candidate who would,

election.

individual medical histories for po¬
tential future claims. The solution

via e-mail

tent and the results have been poor.

signifying less than nothing?
No one enjoys the long lines at
the airports, which ostensibly deter
terrorists, yet failed to stop any of
the Sept. 11 hijackers.
Thousands of lives are disrupted
by flight delays, re-routings or ter¬
minal closures, but how many valid
arrests? Can the TSA honestly claim
to have prevented a single skyjack¬
ing?
Why do the FAA and TSA drag
their feet on arming pilots? Surely

voters.

Employers avoid this because the
requires insurance companies
to write group plans without un¬
derwriting. Underwriting examines
law

transparent ap¬
peal to bigotry against a small reli¬
gious minority.

questionnaire was disillusionment.
What they were looking for was a

port security, much sound and fury

a

ums.

the argument was a

What I found in the Pride Source

lot of Libertarians

are

applications, or at best, ap¬
proval with highly inflated premi¬

shoo-in for their endorsement be¬

Few have, so no one believes such
a

aborted

applied uniformly. Suggesting that
certain religious beliefs are more
worthy of protection than others
is not a libertarian position. Why
should all religious minorities not
be protected equally?
The point of the press release
was a good one — that we do not
need hate crime laws federalizing all
manner of crimes and corrupting the
judicial system by making thoughts
subject to punishment — but the
approach to making the argument
was despicable. The main thrust of

with relish, convinced that I was a

erroneously think liberty went
down in flames during this past

who

re¬

garding gay marriage as a proposed
rallying point for the LP, I consid¬

slam-dunk it appears to

us.

In order to gain a significant vot¬
ing pool, Libertarians must pick out
very intrusive government programs
to battle. Taxes are always unpopu¬
lar, but every politician since Cae¬
sar has promised to lower taxes.

—Andrew Lohr

■

tection should be handled

Diego, California
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agreeing with a war waged against
a country that didn't attack us first

THE MAILBOX

does not make
rich fat cat

tossing them scraps.
by giving every¬
one our money — and even worse,
sacrificing our children — the world
will grow more secure and less antiAmerican. If anything, as we've seen
with Western Europe, this will only
further spread resentment toward
a

Bush thinks that

America. Socialism doesn't work at

home, and it doesn't work abroad.
—Jon Studowski

time

eliminate all taxes,

as we can

everybody should pay equally, even
the poor and elderly.
,
Congratulations also to Ruth
Bennett for her respectable showing
in the race for governor of Washing¬
ton. But I am appalled that she said
"it seemed obvious [Ruth] was tak¬
ing votes from the Democrats." Ev¬
erybody repeat after me: Third par¬
ties do not steal, take or draw votes
from anybody. In the first place,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

absent violence

■

"steal"

can

Controversy

votes

ticle entitled "OH recount creates

start

the least

controversial of the three stories.

Congratulations

in order, of
course, to Ben Brandon, for being
elected county executive in Dade
County, Ga. But I would ask him
to reconsider his position of taking
senior citizens' property off of the
school tax roles. I am all for phas¬
ing out all kinds of taxes across
the board, as quickly as the match¬
ing spending cuts (also across the
board) can be made. However,
playing political favorites seems ex¬
ceedingly un-libertarian to me, es¬
are

pecially considering that certainly
County's current se¬
prior school budgets

many of Dade
niors burdened
with their

own

fraud, nobody
a

vote from

only rightful owner, the voter.
Second, if there's any "drawing" of

of the January
2005 LPNews must have had enough
controversy for everybody. The ar¬
was to me

or

"take"

its

The front page

controversy"

or

children. Until such

occurring, the big old parties
drawing them away from the up¬

are

parties.

In

Bennett's

simply ask
yourself how many individuals like¬
ly voted for her when they really
wanted the Democrat or Republican
to win.

case,

Zero, I'd think. Now, how

many votes did the D or R get from
those who really wanted Bennett to

win? There's your vote
—Larry Goulart

siphoning.

Abington, Pennsylvania

■ Confusion
In response to the "Armaged¬
don" and "What's our stance?" let¬
ters [See MailBox, January 2005 LP
News], what Libertarians have these
letter writers been talking to?
To the Armageddon letter, dis¬

us

us

long in the party because he cannot

socialists. It makes

Libertarians.
To the "What's

Libertarians

ter:

American

our
are

To look at it another way, re¬

have read, or at least understood,
that declaration and so was not

pealing

properly admitted to membership.

ertarian

stance?" let¬

—Jim Davies

benefits to all other kinds of

neither pro-

Newbury, New Hampshire

tractual arrangements.

pro-Europe. In fact
Why are there only
two sides to everything?
There are always more than two
sides to any story!
nor

■

tact with.

in

Arguing
policy makes no sense until
the underlying premises are clearly
defined, as Ayn Rand taught us.
about

pledge

or she has
properly admitted, the aver¬
LP member knows very well

age
where he stands

on a

of issues, and far

whole range

more so

than the

There is

a reason that different
exist to express "marriage'
and "domestic union." The underly'-

average American and for reasons
for which he can give excellent ac¬
count.

That's because upon

not a constellation of

Constitution

other party has
clear principle!

anything like such

To the extent that any

ber has "no idea where

that that

person

LP

a

mem¬

stand,"

we

does not be¬

reward

in the future.

These future Americans
afforded

are

Yes? Sign me

of inherited debt.
Just

because

our

great-grand

parents colluded for their personal

ing arrangements for the duration

enrichment to enslave their prog¬

of the contract.

doesn't hold us to continue this
practice.
Slavery, in whatever form it is
manifested, is always wrong. There¬
fore Social Security should be end¬
ed, and ended now!

The United States

eny

prohibits any state
from passing "any bill
impairing
the Obligation of Contracts" (Article
I, Section 10), so homosexuals have
every
Constitutional protection
they need to establish contracts of
...

—Philip Hammack

domestic union.

Bend, Oregon

up today as a proud, dues-

paying member of the Libertarian Party!
I'll receive 12
I'd like to be

M#o you think our government has gotten
too big and too powerful? Do you think
bureaucrats and

politicians are slowly
eliminating the freedoms Americans used
to take for granted? Do you think the Bill
of Rights is being silently repealed — one
precious freedom at a time?
If so, you can

help change that
by joining the Libertarian Party!
We're the only political party that is fighting
with 100% of our energy — to lower

a

monthly issues of LP News, and a membership card
Party member in the following category:

Libertarian

□ $1,000

Life Member

□ $500
□ $ 2 50

Patron Member

□ $100

Sponsoring Member
Sustaining Member

□ $25

Basic Member

and your proud signature on this
membership form — we can work harder than
ever to build a powerful political force for
support

—

freedom.

means

Signature

Join

us

need your

today!

help to do it.

enclosed

of

or

advocate the initiation of force

achieving political

or

as a

social goals.

□ Check/money

order enclosed.
(No corporate checks, please.)
Or: Bill my OVisa
QAM EX

□ MasterCard

□Discover

required eor membership

Subscription
□ Enclosed is $25. I'd rather not join just yet. Instead, please sign
me up for a one-year subscription to LP News
(12 monthly issues).
Signature For Credit Card Payment

Name & Address

SOURCE CODE: 2003-0044

□ l'd like
ian

support the Libertar¬

Party

your
Address

—

State

Cmr

Home Phone

to

on a more regular basis.
Please send me information about

Name

Zip

monthly Pledge Program

and the benefits for joining.

Make checks payable to:

Libertarian
P ARTY

Work Phone

E-Mail Address

Employer

we

additional donation of:

an

$

Party Is the party of principle. To publicly affirm
what we believe—and to ensure that our party never strays from our
principles—we ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

Federal law

But

help you in your important
liberty, I have enclosed

work for

Total payment

—

taxes, to reduce the size of government,
and to defend the Bill of Rights. With your

Payment
□ To

The Libertarian

»-I do not believe in

not

their

representation
in Congress while that body levies
and lays debt upon them. Thus, tax¬
ation without representation. This
is as evil as the old English practice
now

JS33IEML Party Membership!
□

the

fundamental mechanism, which is

benefits; it is

believe in the initiation of force to
achieve political or social goals. No

on

"No taxa¬

to tax the unborn to pay our

obligations.
Persons who engage in "domestic
unions" are not getting "married."
Rather, they are forming a contract
which establishes their choice of liv¬

end

reason:

representation."
Everyone talks about details of
Social Security, but not about its

constellation of

admission
to membership the LFer solemnly
signs a declaration that he doesn't

immediate

tion without

ing principle here is that marriage
a binding agreement between two
persons, the purpose of which is to
create the optimum environment
for begetting and raising the next
generation of humans. Marriage is
a

its

American moral

is

suggest that if he

I'd say

base

terms

Gahanna, Ohio

I

Anthony Gregory is right about
Security. End it now! And
yes, end it for the reasons he out¬
lined too. But more importantly,
Social

agreements and marriage.

Libertarianism is pretty

—Beth Krepp

been

■ Taxation

tional confusion between domestic

con¬

simple, in my opinion. Leave the
people's personal liberties alone,
and don't continuously pass laws
that prohibit people's freedom.

■ The

Somerville, Tennessee

Gay marriage
The letter

by George Buckner
regarding "gay marriage" in the
January LP News reflects the na¬

I shudder to think of what Liber¬
come

con¬

—Hal Rounds

we're anti-UN!

tarians these two have

governmental benefits
couples makes more lib¬
sense than extending such

any

to married

Occupation

requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing
address, occupation and name of employer of individuals whose contributions exceed
$200 in an election cycle. Political contributions are not tax-deductible.
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Business Card Directory
For information about advertising in the LP News “Business Card Directory,” call (202) 333-0008 x226. Or e-mail: Editor@hq.LP.org. PLEASE NOTE: Any literature sold on this page reflects
the personal, political and/or social beliefs of the authors. It does not
represent the “official” Platform positions — or political strategies — of the Libertarian Party. In addition, the Libertarian Party makes
no

guarantees about,

or

endorsement of, the effectiveness, degree of risk, or legality of any financial advice, legal services, or investment opportunities advertised in LP News.

Are you looking for

home-based

a

So,

business opportunity without the

think

you

to

put the

issue

on

WIN A FREE VEST

is the time

now

Drug Prohibition

the

jg^*‘Concealed Carry Clothiers

back burner...?

The

Right to Wear Arms

CCC Gun Belts

http://homepage.mac.com/ebowers/

handcrafted and stitched using 2
pieces of top grade leather. Belts are
1/4" thick and stitched together with
four-cord linen thread. Both styles are
reduced to a single thickness in front for
comfort and so they don't telegraph "gun
belt" to any observer.
www.concealedcarry.com
are

The 2002

B7FE?
Visit

As

Super Bowl PSA Parody

clever, profound, and-unfortunately-

relevant

today

as

it

was

3

years ago

Warning (from the blog of B.L. Foley, attendee to the 2004
Libertarian National Convention in Atlanta):
"... insults the morality andpersonal integrity of anyone
involved on the offensive end of[the War on Drugs]
I think it's great, of course."

www.Wetwprkl80.com

to enter the FREE VEST CONTEST

For

...

and learn more about

“What Sets Us

Apart’

LEGALIZE

Legalize

CASKET & URNS

FREEDOM
TEE-SHIRTS

Freedom

AND BUMPER

STICKERS!

nor

wise. Express

Proceeds

Start

“VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW
Order over
the Web at

www.lpwi.org

The

by Phone at
(800)236-9236

Send 16.95 To:

a

Las

more

more

The stronger

Vegas, NV
89101-2932

(702) 642-4165

www.jimburnsforpresident.us

difference NOW and

using honest

The

or

#1776

too?

currency

...

Liberty Currency!
REAL silver or gold!

•nr a* III •( (Mrs hi Mack.

by Mail

For President

Support LP

make money

Make a statearaat wearing tuts nnatity grey t-eMvt Mrttk red

Order

A

117 North 4th St.

www. SacredVesseL com

BILL OF RIGHTS SHIRT

Sizes M,L,XL,2X

Jim Libertarian
Bums

Save Hundreds of Dollars

Want to make

Pre-Shrunk
100% Cotton t-shirt

president."

Wholesale Prices

Tee-Shirts: $10.00

each. Sticker: Black

Heavyweight

"I should be and will be

High Quality. Factory Direct

Bumper

lettering on white vinyl. Tee-Shirt: Black
lettering silk-screened onto Hanes 100% Cotton Beefy
Tee, M/LG/XL. Shipped Priority Mail: $2:00 postage each
package. Expect 4-6 weeks delivery. Make checks payable to:
Martin Belkin, P.O. Box 350357, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11 235.

brochure call 888-959-4500

DIRECT TO PUBLIC

When it comes to Freedom,
ence is neither
golden
Yourself.silLegalize
Freedom
Stickers: $2.00 each. Legalize Freedom

a

you use it

Please contact

me

for

a

free

prospectus, or my booklet is $2. Thanks,

...

make
the economy becomes!
money you

Politicians Should Sell
Contract Insurance
To Us — Not Tax Us.

Dave Hollist

...

(909) 980-4198

•

constitution@compuserve.com

Libertarian Candidate for President
Libertarian Party
PO Box 20815
Visa

Greenfield, Wl 53220

www.honestcurrency.com
ken@honestcurrency.com

Master Card

-

91701-8414

http://l.am/trading

END

SAY NO—TO GOV’T SCHOOLING!

TEACH YOUR OWN

P.O. Box 1414, Alta Loma, CA

AT HOME

through the
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED

SANTA FE
COMMUNITY SCHOOL

WALLET BU

At Last!

K-12
Home

Self Directed
Study Program

www.EndWalletButt.com

Since 1974

K-8

year-round enrollment
grade placement recommendations
9-12 credits / transcript / diploma
Non-school student newspaper
Curricular information
Office staff support

Record-keeping services
Legal information and support

thepoliticalsticker.com
N

1.877.873.9626

Forget Waco

SANTA FE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
866-705-9375 or www.sfcs-homcstudy.org
Let

us

place designed for
freethinkers

hoG ON TO:
Low cost,

A

do the stickers for your

campaign.

who want to attend

worship services
whenever they choose
to do so.
“Come, let

us reason

together.” (Isaiah)

www.STARDUSTING.ora
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UP NATIONAL CHAIR

■ March 4-6, 2005
Missouri/Kansas/Nebraska LP Convention, the Holiday Inn
Sports Complex, in Kansas City, Mo. Speakers to include Dr.
Mary Ruwart; National LP Secretary Bob Sullentrup; Missouri

Michael Dixon
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Joe Seehusen

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

George Getz

LP Webmaster Glenn Nielsen; and author Tom Rustici. For
information, e-mail info@lpmo.org. call (877) Vote-4-US,
to

HEADQUARTERS STAFF
Sam New, Affiliate Services

Jessica Wilson,

Development

HEADQUARTERS SERVICES
Juliet Agyare,

M'ship Services

THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY"
2600

Virginia Ave., NW, Ste 100
Washington, DC 20037
(202) 333-0008
Fax: (202) 333-0072
Website: www.LP.org
Office hours: 9 am-5 pm ET, M-F
New Member Information:
Call

(800) ELECT-US

LP NEWS EDITOR
J. Daniel Cloud

CONTACT LP NEWS

Libertarian

Party / Attn: LP News
Virginia Ave., NW, Ste 100
Washington, DC 20037
Phone: (202) 333-0008 x226
E-mail: Editor@hq.LP.org
2600

■ March 19, 2005
New Jersey LP Convention, at the University
Inn on Rutgers' Cook Campus. Speakers include
2nd Amendment attorney Evan Nappen; Amanda

Phillips of the Free State Project; and R.J.

more

Lehmann

or go

www.lpmfl.Qrg.

on

■ March 5, 2005

wl'

I PaulTopete
of Poker Face

■ March 19, 2005

Oregon LP Convention, the Best Western New Kings Inn

r

insurance reform. Entertainment
more information, visit www.

by Poker Face. For
NJLP.org.

Wisconsin LP Convention, at The Pallas, 1657
S. 108th St., Milwaukee, Wise. Speakers to include state LP
Chair Ed Thompson and 2004 LP presidential candidate Michael
Badnarik. For more information, contact Linda Liberty at (800)

Motel, 1600 Motor Court NE, in Salem, beginning at 9 a.m.
Business to include amendments to the LPO's constitution
and election of officers. LNC member Jim Lark, a University

of
Virginia professor of systems and information engineering, will
be the luncheon speaker. For information, call (800) 829-1992
or visit MY.lBQiegQn.Oig-

236-9236.

■
■ March 17-19, 2005

April 2, 2005

Iowa LP Convention, at the Cedar Rapids Marriott. Speakers to
include Ed Fallon, 2006 Democrat candidate for governor; Bob
Vander Plaats, 2006 Republican candidate for governor; and
Michael Whalen, policy chair of the National Center for Policy

Austrian Scholars Conference 2005, The Mises Institute,
Auburn, Ala. To include 80-plus presentations on economics,
history and philosophy, with speakers to include Thomas
J. DiLorenzo of Loyola College; Mark Thornton of The Mises
Institute; Alberto Mingardi of the Bruno Leoni Institute; and
Edward Feser of Loyola Marymount. For information, call
(334)
321-2100, e-mail pat@Mise5.org, or go to www,Mises,org.

Analysis. Also, joint strategy session with representatives of
the Green Party, regarding ballot access strategy. For more
details, see www.lpia.org: call (563) 340-2597; or e-mail
lpiachair@mchsi.CQm.

■ March 19, 2005

April 2, 2005

at the Holiday
Inn Select, Claymont, Del. Speakers to include Sen. Colin
Bonini; former state chair and gubernatorial candidate Ken
Krawchuk; LNC representative Jim Lark and others. For more

Nevada
ir
da LP Convention, at the Silver Club Hotel/Casino in
Sparks, Nevada. Business session from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., dinner
at 6 p.m. For information, contact Emily Rahn at
(775) 7474073, erahn8@yahoo.com. or P.0. Box 13644, Reno, NV 89507.

information, go to www,de.lp.org or e-mail chair@de.lp.org.

For

Delaware LP Convention, 10

a.m. to 5 p.m.,

more

Upcoming Events,

Libertarian National Committee, Inc.

see page

11
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Give

parents school
choice

"While I

am a

registered Republican, I find Libertarian Party candidates generally stand for

issues the Republican Party used to find important but has since abandoned. Those issues
include limited government, free trade, free enterprise, market-based health care, educational

choice, deregulation, ending welfare, lower and fewer taxes and defending the rights of the
individual."
—Thomas J. Lucente Jr., Lima
"I

(Ohio) News, Oct. 8, 2004

bumper sticker I actually liked this week. It said,
a Republican or a Democrat.' Of course, this was no
real surprise to me. I've always thought God was more of a
Libertarian. You can vote for whom you want. But think
about the Libertarians. Their main planks are individual
liberty and personal responsibility. Those are some of the
same things I hear Republicans say while
they actually
give more power to the federal government for things
like education and homeland security. The Libertarians
also push nonintervention. Since God seems to be letting
us fumble around down here without smiting those who
really need it, I'd say those views match up with his. "
—Ray Watters, Rocky Mount [NC] Telegram,

saw a

'God is not

Feb. 10, 2005

