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LP meets with Congressman
on impeachment resolution

Congressman Bob Barr applauds party’s impeachment call;
asks for support for his House impeachment inquiry resolution

he Libertarian Party took

the first step to turn its
Clinton impeachment
resolution into legislative
reality when party leaders met
with one of Capitol Hill’s leading
pro-impeachment Congressmen.
On August 7, LP National
Director Ron Crickenberger and
Director of Communications Bill
Winter had a personal meeting
with Congressman Bob Barr (R-
GA) to discuss his House Resolu-
tion 304, which calls for a for-
mal inquiry by Congress to de-
termine if grounds exist for the

impeachment of President Bill
Clinton.

The Libertarians also used
the opportunity to discuss other
matters of interest to LP mem-
bers — including legislation to
block federally mandated na-
tional ID cards and a bill to over-
turn Clinton’s federal power
grab, Executive Order 13083.

The meeting came about af-
ter Barr issued a press release on
July 17 praising the Libertarian
Party’s demand that Articles of
Impeachment be filed against
Clinton and Gore for “violation

Asset forfeiture ruling
18 big win for LP lawyer

NJ Supreme Court upholds right to trial by jury

Libertarian lawyer has
struck a major blow
against asset forfeiture,
thanks to a New Jersey Su-

preme Court ruling last month
declaring that the state govern-
ment cannot seize personal prop-
erty without a jury trial.

LP member Elizabeth Ma-
cron was the -winning attorney
in a closely watched case that
pitted New Jersey prosecutors
against an elderly woman whose
automobile was seized after her
son used it to transport drugs in
1995;

On July 15, the state Su-
preme Court ruled unanimously
that the seizure was unconstitu-
tional because the owner of the
car, Lois McDermott, was denied
her right to a jury trial.

The ruling is “a Libertarian
victory for private property af-
fecting every American [and] a

M Elizabeth Macron: Respon-
sible for a “Libertarian

victory for private property
affecting every American.”

big boost for freedom in New Jer-
sey,” said Janice Presser, State
Chair of the N.J. Libertarian
Party. “I'd like to be president
someday, just to have the honor

See LP LAWYER Page 22

of their oath of office, specifically
their failure to uphold and de-
fend the United States Constitu-
tion.”

Barr also wrote a letter to Lib-
ertarian Party headquarters to
express his appreciation that the
party had addressed “the exten-
sive evidence of misconduct and
disregard for our Constitution”
by President Clinton.

“The principled stand you
have taken on impeachment re-
flects an understanding of, and
appreciation for, our Constitu-
tion — its genesis, its terms, its
use over the decades, and its rel-
evance to modern-day govern-
ment in our country,” wrote Barr.
“Your decision, [ am certain, was
based not on polls or politics, but
on the fundamental and sound
principles of our Constitution.”

Barr had learned about the
LP’s impeachment resolution —
which was passed overwhelm-
ingly by voice vote on July S by
delegates at the Libertarian Na-
tional Convention in Washing-
ton, DC — from a press release
the party issued.

Very surprised
“I was at first very surprised
that Barr would praise our press
release with one of his own,” said
Crickenberger after the meeting.
“But he's wisely trying to build
the perception that the call for
an impeachment resolution is
not strictly a partisan Republican
issue.”
The meeting took place just
10 days before Clinton was
scheduled to testify before a
grand jury about his sexual rela-
tionship with a White House in-
tern and to answer charges of
perjury. The outcome of that
hearing, which occurred after LP
News went to press, could play a
See IMPEACHMENT Page 2

B LP National Director Ron Crickenberger (right) shakes
hands with U.S. Representative Bob Barr (R-GA), following a
meeting to discuss impeachment and national ID cards.

McWilliams is arpested
for ‘trying to save lives'

edical marijuana activ-

ist and LP member Pe-

ter McWilliams has

been arrested in Cali-
fornia on drug charges — prov-
ing that the federal government
is “determined to wage its War
on Drugs, even if it means put-
ting sick people in jail,” charged
the Libertarian Party.

“Peter McWilliams is the lat-
est victim in the federal
government’s campaign to arrest
and discredit advocates of medi-
cal marijuana,” said LP National
Director Ron Crickenberger.

Medical marijuana

McWilliams, a #1 bestselling
author who joined the LP at the
National Convention, was one of
nine people charged with a con-
spiracy to grow marijuana plants,
which McWilliams said he
planned to distribute to sick
people under that state’s medi-
cal marijuana law.

The indictment alleged that
marijuana was grown at four lo-
cations in Los Angeles County,
and that McWilliams had pro-
vided the funds for the opera-
tion. McWilliams allegedly tried

See MCWILLIAMS Page 3
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Libertarian Quakers form new caucus

f you are a Libertarian and a Quaker, then the Friendly Libera-
tor Caucus (FLC) wants to hear from you.

Founded at the Libertarian National Convention in July, the
FLC is designed to “develop the means to communicate libertar-
ian values to the Friend’s community, and, where appropriate,
infuse the LP with Friendly values,” said Gary Reams, the State
Chair of the Virginia LP and newly elected leader of the caucus.

The FLC was inspired, said Reams, by the fact that Quakers
— a small religious group that is also known as “The Society of
Friends” — seem to be disproportionately represented in the Lib-
ertarian Party, and vice versa.

In fact, LP member and Quaker Philip Hodson “claims that
libertarians in the Quaker community are probably in the range
of 20 to 200 times that in the general population,” said Reams.

Why the mutual appeal? “Historically, Quakers have been
early adopters in their stands against slavery and war, and for
women'’s rights,” said Reams. “Many are pacifists and eschew
force and aggression. However, they tend to work together, vol-
untarily [and] collectively, very well.”

The FLC has about a dozen members now, said Reams, and
is looking for more. If interested, contact the Friendly (Quaker)
Libertarian Caucus via e-mail at: freeamerica@erols.com. Mail:
EL.C., 7221 Ridgeway Drive, Manassas VA 20112.

Libertarian coliege newspaper is available

he Restoration — the country’s only nationally circulated col-

lege libertarian newspaper — is beginning its second year of

publication, and is available for libertarian student groups
to distribute during the coming school year.

Found on over 80 campuses from Berkeley to Princeton, The
Restoration “informs students on the libertarian perspective” with
liberty-oriented news articles and commentary, said publisher
Josh Mercer.

As an outreach and educational tool, the newspaper has won
praise from numerous leading libertarian figures.

Professor Walter Williams called it “a wonderful introduc-
tion to liberty. Its clarity and readability make it a top-notch
student publication.” And Jacob G. Hornberger, president of the
Future of Freedom Foundation, described it as “a breath of fresh
libertarian air in the college world.”

The newspaper is edited, produced, and printed by a stu-
dent staff at Hillsdale College in Michigan, with contributions
accepted from students from around the country.

Then, “the papers are mailed in bulk to campus distributors,
who bring copies to campus meetings or place them at
coffeeshops, libraries, and other campus locations,” said Mercer.

The Restoration, a non-partisan and non-profit newspaper,
prints seven issues yearly. Non-student subscriptions cost $20.

Interested subscribers — and students who wish to distrib-
ute or write — can e-mail: TheRestoration@hotmail.com. Or mail:
Josh Mercer, PO Box 911, Hillsdale MI 49242.

Mid-Atlantic Libertarians form MAC

ibertarian Party activists and leaders in five states have formed

MAC — the Midatlantic Activists Coalition — an “informal

coalition” they say will help them share strategies and
plan joint projects.

Comprised of LP activists from New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, and the District of Columbia, the
group will “bring activists together to share strategy and initia-
tives, and to support each other’s activities,” said Janice Presser,
the State Chair of the New Jersey LP and new president of MAC.

“There is nothing to join. It’s an informal coalition,” she
said. “Anyone (in or out of the region) can get on the e-mail list
and come to activities” — including the first regional strategy
meeting/beach party, planned for September 26 in Atlantic City.

“It’s an experiment in regional cooperation,” said Presser.
“We are still state parties but hope this will provide us with syn-
ergistic energy. The goal is to do local work more effectively.”

For information, contact Presser at jpresser@netaxs.com.

Party discusses impeachment
strategy with GA Congressman

Continued from Page 1

major role in determining
whether impeachment charges
are filed against the president.

But that issue never came up
in the meeting, said Cricken-
berger, because the Libertarian
impeachment resolution had
“nothing to do with the ongo-
ing investigation of President
Clinton by Special Prosecutor
Kenneth Starr.”

Instead, he said, the meeting
focused on violations of the Con-
stitution that have been perpe-
trated by President Clinton and
Vice President Gore during the
time they have been in office —
including attacks on privacy
rights, free speech, the right to
keep and bear arms, and disre-
gard for the Tenth Amendment.

“Barr supports an impeach-
ment for the same reason as Lib-
ertarians — not because of
Clinton’s personal scandals, but
because of his abuse of power
and crimes against the Constitu-
tion,” said Crickenberger.

In the meeting, Cricken-
berger promised that the LP
would help publicize Barr’s im-
peachment inquiry resolution,
H.R. 304, which is co-sponsored
by Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX).

Barr, a two-term member of
Congress, serves on the Judiciary
Committee, the starting point
for any impeachment action.

In exchange for that sup-
port, Barr promised to include
Libertarians in his campaign to
block implementation of a na-

BARR SUPPORTS
impeachment for
the same reasons

as Libertarians:

Crimes against
the Constitution.

tional ID card, which was man-
dated in the form of a biometric
driver’s license.

“We are going to be organiz-
ing a lobbying campaign among
our members for repeal of the
national ID card provisions of
several bills, and to secure co-
sponsors for Barr’s impeachment
resolution,” said Crickenberger.

Strange bedfellows

“I'm looking forward to
working with Barr and other
groups who are opposed to a na-
tional ID card,” he said. “This is
truly an issue that produces
strange political bedfellows, and
we'll be working with groups as
diverse as the ACLU and the
Christian Coalition.”

Crickenberger said the party
was happy to work with the Con-
gressman on freedom issues of
mutual interest, despite the fact
that Barr is a staunch supporter
of the War on Drugs and has
taken decidedly un-libertarian

How you can
help HR 304

f you think that Con-

gress should consider an

inquiry into the possible
impeachment of President
Clinton, contact your U.S.
Representative and urge
him or her to become a
co-sponsor of Rep. Barr’s
House Resolution 304.

Call the Congressional
switchboard at (202) 225-
3121 or (202) 224-3121
and ask for the offices of
your Congressperson.

Or write to: Your U.S.
Representative, c/o U.S.
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC, 20515.

Ask them to co-sponsor
HR 304. Make it clear that
your support for this res-
olution is based on Clinton’s
violations of the Consti-
tution and Bill of Rights.

positions on several other issues.

“While he is certainly not a
libertarian, Barr is one of the
strongest voices in the house on
a number of freedom issues,”
said Crickenberger. “Politics is
often about coalition building
around individual issues, which
means we will sometimes be
aligned with conservatives or lib-
erals with whom we have only a
few areas of agreement.”

Ballot access amendments
shot down in U.S. House

he U.S. House of Represen-
Ttatives finally considered

Congressman Ron Paul'’s (R-
TX) pair of ballot access reform
bills — but shot them down de-
cisively on July 30.

However, the lopsided defeat
of HR 2477 (the Voter Freedom
Act) and HR 2478 (the Debate
Freedom Act) — which were in-
troduced as “perfecting amend-
ments” to the Shays-Meehan
campaign finance reform bill —
does not mean that there’s no
hope for reforming ballot access
laws, said Mike Sullivan, Paul’s
press secretary.

“The Congressman was
pleased by the fact that we were
even able to have a debate and
vote,” he said. “We're viewing it
as a big victory.”

The House defeated the
amendment version of HR 2477
by a vote of 62-363, and HR 2478
by a vote of 88-337.

But Libertarians should re-
member that those votes don’t
necessarily reflect the true level
of support for ballot access re-
form, said LP National Director
Ron Crickenberger.

“Because these bills were in-
troduced as amendments to the
Shays-Meehan campaign finance
reform bill, many of those votes
had nothing to do with the mer-
its of Paul’s proposals,” he said.
“HR 2477 and HR 2478 were seen
as poison pill amendments to
stop Shays-Meehan, and many
‘no’ votes for ballot access were
simply ‘yes’ votes for the primary
campaign finance reform bill.”
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hecomes LP member

But state legislator Tom Workman plans
to keep his Republican Party affiliation

GOP State Representative in

Minnesota has joined the

Libertarian Party — becom-
ing what he calls a “Libertarian-
Republican.”

Tom Workman, elected to
the Minnesota House from
Chanhassen, is using the hy-
phenated label because he is also
maintaining his Republican reg-
istration, and is seeking his fourth
House term as a Republican.

On July 28, Workman an-
nounced via press release that he
had become a dues-paying mem-
ber of the Libertarian Party —
drawing immediate cheers from
state LP leaders for his half-step
towards liberty.

“We've been talking about it
for a while. I'm glad he’s now
done it,” said State Chair Charles
Test. “I am pleased to welcome
Tom into the fold of freedom.”

In his announcement, Work-
man said he joined the LP to rec-

ognize their “long history of
mutual respect,” and because he
agrees with Libertarians on so
many issues.

“I've joined the Libertarian
Party,” he said. “I still consider
myself a Republican, but a Lib-
ertarian-Republican. I am fiscally
conservative and socially toler-
ant like Libertarians.”

Legislative friend

Now that Workman is an LP
member, Test said the state party
expects to work with him on po-
litical issues — and considers
him a “friend” in the legislature.

“He wants to seeif he can
function as a Republican doing
Libertarian things,” said Test.
“He’s our friend, and [we] will be
asking for help in advancing the
Minnesota LP’s agenda at the
Legislature.”

Test also said that Workman
might someday quit the GOP —

M State Rep. Tom Workman:
“I am fiscally conservative
and socially tolerant like
Libertarians.”

and become just a Libertarian.

“I think it’s possible [he
would resign from the GOP], if
we can get Libertarians elected to
the Minnesota Legislature so that
he isn’t so lonely,” he said.

After Workman'’s announce-
ment became public, the legisla-
tor rebutted charges from state
GOP leaders that he had joined
a “fringe” political movement.

“It's not like | became a
Democrat, for crying out loud,”
said Workman.
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Minnesota State Rep.

Registration victory
for Oklahoma party

ibertarians in Oklahoma
L have finally won the right to

register as Libertarians,
thanks to a District Court deci-
sion on July 17.

The ruling — which will al-
low Libertarians to register even
though the Party is not officially
recognized by the state, and re-
quires the state government to
keep track of such voters — “is a
landmark occasion in Oklahoma
election law,” said LP State Chair
Michael Clem.

Legally, the decision is sig-
nificant because “it is only the
second time a lawsuit on this is-
sue has won — and thelast [reg-
istration victory] was 14 years
ago,” said Richard Winger, edi-
tor of Ballot Access News.

Now, “the party will be able
to learn who the registered Lib-
ertarians are, and what their ad-
dress is, so as to be able to invite
them to party meetings and ask
them to become dues-paying
members,” said Winger.

In his ruling, Judge Wayne
Alley cited First and Fourteenth

THE DECISION
“is a landmark
occasion in
Oklahoma
election law.”

Amendment rights, and referred
to the “longevity and base of
support that the Libertarian
Party has achieved and main-
tained in Oklahoma.”

Set a date

The judge will now conside
proposals to implement “nou
recognized” party registration
and will then set a date for the
new registration rules to begin.
Libertarian lawyer Jim Linger
had filed the lawsuit against the
Oklahoma State Election Board
in mid-1997 after Libertarians
See OKLAHOMA Page 22

Medical marijuana activist Peter cWiIIiams arrested

Continued from Page 1

to sell some of the plants to the
Los Angeles Cannabis Buyer’s
Club, which has distributed
medical marijuana since 1996.

McWilliams entered a not
guilty plea, and was held in
prison for at least three weeks
while trying to raise a $250,000
bail. If convicted, he faces a 10-
year jail sentence.

At the arraignment, his at-
torney Harland Braun said
McWilliams is not a criminal.

“The government is trying to
make medicinal use of marijuana
a criminal conspiracy,” said
Braun. “You might not like what
[McWilliams is] doing, but he’s
doing what he believes is right.”

Not guilty

McWilliams also said he was
not guilty of the charges.

“I have never sold a drug in
my life. I have never asked or
authorized anyone to sell a drug.
[ have never profited from any
drug deal, ever,” he said.

At press time, McWilliams
was expected to be released on
bail sometime during the week
of August 17-21.

McWilliams — whose book,
Ain’t Nobody’s Business If You Do,
blasts “consensual crime” laws as
immoral, destructive, and a

M Peter McWilliams: “I have never sold a drug in my life. I
have never asked or authorized anyone to sell a drug.”

waste of law enforcement re-
sources — is a long-time, high-
profile advocate of the benefits
of medical marijuana.

Just 19 days before his arrest,
McWilliams blasted the federal
government’s vendetta against
medical marijuana at the Liber-
tarian National Convention.

In the speech, broadcast na-

tionwide on C-SPAN, he said,
“Marijuana is the finest anti-nau-
sea medication known to sci-
ence, and our leaders have lied
about this consistently. Medical
marijuana is the most hideous
example of government interfer-
ence in the private lives of indi-
viduals. It's an outrage within an
outrage within an outrage.”

Seven months before that
his home was raided by Drug
Enforcement Agency agents,
who seized his computer and a
book-in-progress about medical
marijuana, A Question of Compas-
sion: An AIDS Cancer Patient Ex-
plores Medical Marijuana. His
plight was subsequently detailed
on the John Stossel television
special, “Sex, Drugs, and Con-
senting Adults.”

McWilliams’ passion on the
medical marijuana issue comes,
in part, from his own life: A vic-
tim of both non-Hodgkins
lymphoma and AIDS, he uses the
drug to combat the nausea
caused by his life-saving medical
treatments.

Save his own life

“Tragically, McWilliams al-
ready suffers from two poten-
tially fatal diseases. Now he suf-
fers from a cruel government
that arrests him for trying to save
his own life, and the lives of
other sick people,” said Cricken-
berger. “Given McWilliams’ cour-
ageous opposition to the federal
government’s efforts to attack,
imprison, and discredit anyone
who suggests that there are medi-
cal benefits to marijuana, it’s not
surprising that he’s been singled
out for prosecution.”

How you can
help McWilliams

Peter McWilliams’ defense !
is expected to cost upwards |
of $500,000. To contribute |
to his bail/defense fund, |
make checks payable to:
Rosenberg & Koffman,
Client Trust Account. Mail
to: Peter McWilliams Bail
Fund, 11620 Wilshire Blvd., |
Suite 340, Los Angeles CA
90025. All contributions
are tax-deductible.

Medical marijuana is legal in
California, thanks to Proposition
215, which voters passed in No-
vember 1996. The law decrimi-
nalized marijuana when used to
treat medical conditions, but was
immediately attacked by the
Clinton Administration, which
threatened to prosecute doctors
who prescribe the drug and ar-
rest medical marijuana users.

Peter McWilliams, 48, is the
owner of Prelude Press and a
multi-million-copy-selling au-
thor of How to Survive the Loss of
a Love; The Personal Computer
Book; DO IT! Let’s Get Off Our Buts
(with co-author John-Roger, a #1
bestseller); and Portraits.



- PAGE 4 ¢ Libertarian Party News o Septembar 1998

POLITICALNEW

(Almost) equal opportunity vote-getters

ho says Libertarian candidates draw far more votes from

Republicans than Democrats? According to figures re-

leased by one county in California, LP candidates in the
state’s recent “blanket primary” won just slightly more votes
from registered Republicans than Democrats.

After the California primary on June 2 — where every can-
didate was listed on one “unified” ballot, and residents cquld
vote regardless of party affiliation — San Bernardino County
analyzed the vote patterns for the state’s smaller parties.

The results: LP candidates received votes, on average, from
1.40% of registered Republicans and 1.22% of Democrats. By
contrast, 3.47% of registered independents voted Libertarian.

“The numbers are interesting,” said LP National Director
Ron Crickenberger. “First, the relatively small difference between
the support we get from Republicans and Democrats shows that
our candidates can stress positions that appeal to both conser-
vatives and liberals. And second, the numbers show that our
biggest market may be independent voters — who seem to be
most willing to choose alternatives to the two older parties.”

Oregon candidate campaigns for debates

ichard Burke, the LP candidate for gov-
ernor in Oregon, has been invited to

participate in at least two public debates
with his “major party” rivals — and is fight-
ing to be included in several others.

In July, Burke was contacted by Eugene
City Club and the League of Women Voters,
“inviting us to the debate as an equal par-
ticipant,” he said. “We were the only third-
party candidate invited, though there are six
recognized minor parties [in Oregon].”

But Democrat John Kitzhaber and Re-
publican Bill Sizemore seem to be maneu-
vering to keep him out of similar debates in
Portland, Bend, and Salem, said Burke.

However, “the press is picking up the battle to get us in
and the local membership has been getting active,” he said.
“We still think we can get into [the other debates].”

Burke said his campaign is already polling at close to 5%,
thanks to an ambitious touring schedule around the state.

“We have visited 31 Oregon cities so far — more than any
other gubernatorial candidate — and we have generated a fan-
tastic amount of positive press,” he said.

Burke is a computer consultant and an elected member of
the Sunset High School Local Advisory Committee.

Ballot access sympathy from Libertarians

The Referm Party of Texas has received some public sympa-

“A fantastic
amount of
positive press.”

thy from an unlikely source: The Libertarian Party, one of

its political rivals.

After the Reform Party fell far short in its efforts to collect
enough petition signatures to get on the ballot in Texas — the
home state of its billionaire founder, Ross Perot — Libertarians
spoke out against the ballot access rules that discriminate
against all third parties.

“I'm sorry they didn’t make it [onto the ballot]. They have
as much right as anyone to be on the ballot,” said Gary Johnson,
Texas LP member and past secretary of the National LP. “The
signature requirement is deliberately designed to keep third
parties off the ballot.”

In early June, Reform Party officials admitted they had col-
lected less than half the 45,000 signatures needed to get their
Congressional and statewide candidates on the ballot this year.
Political pundits called it an “embarrassing political setback”
for Perot’s fledgling party.

By contrast, the Libertarian Party of Texas has candidates
on the ballot in 29 of that state’s 30 Congressional districts for
the 1998 election — more candidates than either the Republi-
cans or Democrats are running.

M Richard Burke:

Two-member district doubles
Buttrick's chances in Rep. race

Arizona attorney hopes to capzta ize on “remarkable situation”

By Ron Crickenberger
LP National Director

ibertarian activists began ex-

tensive planning for John

Buttrick’s campaign for the
Arizona House of Representatives
more than a year ago, even be-
fore Buttrick knew that he would
be a candidate.

Rather than diluting their
limited resources and volunteer
efforts across dozens of races this
year, Arizona LP leaders decided
to concentrate on a single State
Representative race.

They looked for a district
with evenly divided Republican
and Democratic registrations and
a large Independent voter pool.
They selected District 25, located
in Central Phoenix, which
elected an openly gay Demo-
cratic liberal and a socially con-
servative pro-life Republican in
the same election in 1994.

It’s also a multi-member dis-
trict; which means that each
voter can cast two votes for State
Representative, with the top two
vote-getters taking seats in the
60-member House of Represen-
tatives.

Fortunately, that district
contained one of the Arizona
LP’s most experienced and ar-
ticulate candidates — John
Buttrick.

55,000 votes

A Phoenix-based attorney,
Buttrick is well known in Arizona
as the Libertarian candidate for
governor in 1994, a race in which
he garnered some 55,000 votes.
He also has solid Libertarian cre-
dentials: He’s an At-Large mem-
ber of the Libertarian National
Committee and was Chair of the
1998 Platform Committee.

Buttrick’s campaign got a
boost in July when the Republi-
cans decided to run just one can-
didate for the two seats, leaving
many Republicans in the district

SAVE $$$ CONDO EXPOSE
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B John Buttrick: “We [must]
learn to pick the right races
and execute properly”

wondering what to do with their
second vote.

“This is truly a remarkable
situation,” said campaign man-
ager Rick Tompkins. “In a district
where the combined total of Re-
publicans and Independents sig-
nificantly exceeds the Demo-
crats, this move by the Republi-
cans creates a wide-open race
and an unprecedented opportu-
nity for John.”

The Buttrick campaign is
looking forward to using tactics
not widely employed in local
Libertarian efforts.

“We are going to send re-
peated targeted mass mailings to
the high efficacy voters with
messages tailored to the issues of

Want to see your campaign fea-
tured in LP News? Send a good
quality photo and campaign in-
formation to: Libertarian Party,
Attn: Ron Crickenberger, 2600
Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100,
Washington DC 20037 .

interest to each sub-group,” said
Buttrick. “In addition we have
identified three specific Libertar-
ian wedge issues — private
school tax credits, elimination of
the state income tax, and de-
criminalization of medical mari-
juana — that we feel have wide-
spread support.”

More volunteers

The campaign has already
attracted more volunteers and
raised more money than any Ari-
zona Libertarian legislative race
in history. As of June, Buttrick
had outpaced both incumbents
in fundraising and was highly
visible with 50 eight- by four-
foot signs erected throughout
the district. Fifty more signs are
slated to go up in September and
October.

“This effort will not be easy,”
acknowledged Buttrick. “But we
will never start electing people
unless we learn to pick the right
races and execute properly. To
have a chance of winning, we
must outspend our opponents
because we have a bigger job
than they do. We have to make
people break old behavior pat-
terns and try something new. To
do that we must persuade and we
must communicate through ev-
ery possible means. In this race
we are committed to doing that.”

Bl CONTRIBUTIONS can be
sent to the Committee to Elect
John Buttrick, 4730 West North-
ern Avenue #1063, Glendale, AZ
85301. (There is a $300 indi-
vidual contribution limit.)

Want more information?
Visit the Buttrick campaign web
site at www.buttrick.org.
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Continuing our report from the July LP News...

ohn Buttrick's

campaign for the
Arizona Legislature just
got a big boost from the
Republicans in his District...

They've given up!

he Democrat incumbents have been acting as if they have a free ride. With no primary opposition, and the Republi-
cans fielding only a last minute, token candidate for this two-seat race (who announced that he will run a "less than
$500 campaign"), perhaps their complacency is understandable. But each voter has two votes to cast, so Buttrick will

now campaign as the choice for everyone with one of two votes uncommitted and the only candidate who is running a
serious campaign to unseat one of the incumbents. Combined Republican and independent voters outnumber Democrats in
this swing district by several thousand, so John's targeted mailings and literature drops will make a strong case for his
chance to win. -- Remember, if John finishes 2nd, he wins a seat in the Arizona Legislature.

Buttrick's emphasis on Libertarian themes: real freedom of
choice in education; reducing crime by ending drug prohibition;
protecting the right of self defense; fighting corporate welfare
schemes; and abolishing state income and property taxes (begin-
ning with the universally hated car tax), are resonating well already.

But John still needs your help. It is critical that we
take advantage of this rare, unexpected opportunity. Even if you
believe "all politics is local," fighting for freedom is not. As you know,

Buttrick is running ahead of the incumbents in fundraising
as of June 1, but they're stepping up their efforts now because they're
not in session (and can legally woo lobbyist cash) and they've begun
to perceive a real challenge coming at them. Maybe they've been
seeing all those 4' by 8' Buttrick signs all over the district!

We have to step up our efforts now, too. Now is the
time. Buttrick is the candidate. Please send him your most gener-
ous contribution right away. If you can't afford the maximum $300,

electing a Libertarian to a state legislature like Arizona's
would have tremendous beneficial effects on the free-
dom movement in your state as well as ours, rever-
berating across the country and giving a much-needed
boost to the spirits of all libertarians. Please send John
a contribution now to help him take maximum ad-
vantage of this virtually unprecedented situation.

uttrick wants to ask all voters in his District to
Bvote Libertarian. He'll ask Republicans who feel
they must vote for their lone candidate to vote
for him with their second vote, rather than "wasting
it." He'll ask Independents to vote for him as their first
or second choice. And he'll show Democrats that his
__positions on their personal freedoms are better than
the incumbents' and ask them to vote for real change.
It's going to be expensive to do all that. That's why
he's asking you to help.

get as close as possible. Every dollar helps to get his

And John has a
"secret weapon" too.
Besides direct mail,

literature drops,

precinct coverage,
signage, etc., the
Buttrick campaign is
likely to score a
Libertarian first:
the use of automated
telephone equipment
for polling,
communicating his
message, and
GOTYV efforts.

powerful message to more voters, more effectively.

About John Buttrick

® Serves on the LP National Committee and chaired
the '98 Platform Committee

® As Libertarian candidate for Governor of Arizona in
1994, triumphed in statewide TV debates and
captivated the media

® Vietnam veteran, graduate of Harvard Law School
and has lived and worked as an attorney
in Phoenix for 22 years

® Dedicated to proving that Libertarians can run
effective local campaigns

Your contribution could make the crucial difference!

District 25 |

House of Representatives

. :331 % Mail
L Contributions to:
; 4730 W.
#0) t 1
LR SErar Northern #1063
Glendale, AZ
[ | $300 (Maximum allowable by law, per individual) 85301
LI BERTAIRIAN L $150 0O Other oo :
Make checks to: Committee to Elect John Buttrick Visit the B:uttrlck
Ari \ / web site:
Z0ona ¢ To contribute by credit card: www.buttrick.org
Card type: Exp. date: =

(Visa, MC, Discover)
4 Number:

Call our hotline:

*State |

(602) 235-2616

aw requires we request this information
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How Jonathan Gullible congu

From a modest beginning on a Hawaiian radio s}

By Lisa Stronawski
LP News Correspondent

hen Jonathan Gullible

made his debut on a

small Hawaiian radio

station in 1980, he
never dreamed his adventures
would be translated into 29 lan-
guages and used to teach free-
market ideas all around the
world.

But to the surprise of his cre-
ator, Ken Schoolland, that is ex-
actly what happened — and the
little book about a whimsical
“young boy in a sailboat” is now
reaching readers from Albania to
China, and teaching tens of
thousands of people lessons
about the dangers of taxes, wel-
fare, and regulations.

“We found that the enthusi-
asm [around the world] was
much greater than we had ex-
pected,” said Schoolland about
his book, The Adventures of
Jonathan Gullible. “Free market
ideas have global appeal — espe-
cially through fiction.”

Rather humble

But Schoolland, a longtime
Libertarian Party member, was
not thinking globally when he
created Jonathan Gullible. In
fact, the character’s beginnings
were rather humble — and his
path to world-wide acceptance is
a tale almost as outrageous as
Jonathan’s fictional adventures.

In 1980, Schoolland, a liber-
tarian economics professor at
Hawaii Pacific University, was
doing a weekly commentary on
KHVH in Honolulu, Hawaii.

“Straight commentary from
an academic economist was dry
and no one really paid much at-
tention,” Schoolland ac-
knowledged ruefully. “Hav-
ing just browsed through
some of Gulliver’s Travels and
The Little Prince, I thought I'd
spice up [my] radio spots with
a fantasy dialogue.”

He recruited friends to per-
form the various roles — and
Jonathan Gullible was born.

“Instantly,” Schoolland
said, "listener response to the
commentaries improved all over
town!”

Who is Jonathan?

But eaxctly who is this
Jonathan Gullible?
“Jonathan Gullible is a
young boy in a sailboat who is
driven by a storm to a remote
Pacific Island,” Schoolland ex-
plained. “ While marooned,
Jonathan encounters people who
explain strange customs of the

island concerning a multitude of
issues.”

For example, Jonathan
Gullible’s first lesson begins
when he witnesses a woman'’s
arrest. He asks a group of nearby
men what happened.

“We are tree workers,’
of the men explains. “We
knock down trees for wood
by beating them with these
sticks. Sometimes a hun-
dred people, working
round-the-clock, can knock
down a good-sized tree in less
than a month. That woman
came to work this morning
with a sharp piece of metal
attached to the end of her
stick. She outraged the oth-
ers by cutting down a tree
in less than an hour — all by
herself! Such a threat to our
traditional employment had to
be stopped.”

In other words, her crime
was inventing the axe.

Gullible’s lesson: Laws “pro-
tecting” inefficient industry stifle
innovation.

Later, Jonathan Gullible
comes across a newspaper with
the headline: “Death Penalty For
Outlaw Barbers.” Alarmed, he
asks a local police officer about
it. The officer explains: “[The
death penalty] eliminates the un-
fair competition of intruders
with odd new ideas, overzealous
enthusiasm, backbreaking effi-
ciency, or cutthroat prices. Such
unscrupulous competitors
threaten the traditions of our
most esteemed professionals.”

Gullible’s lesson: Licensing
laws restrict trade and hurt cus-
tomers.

Through such encounters,

'

one

B Ken Schoolland: “We found
that the enthusiasm [around
the world] was greater than
we had expected. Free market
ideas have global appeal —
especially through fiction.”

10w, this free-market adventure ‘

Gullible learns about a wide va-
riety of issues — such as taxes,
welfare, property regulations,
and elections. And in the pro-
cess, the free-market lessons of
Bastiat, Hazlitt, Friedman,
Rothbard, von Mises, Rand, and
Thoreau are taught.

“For adults, [Jonathan Gull-
ible] may be considered a light
satire of bad government; for stu-
dents, an ideal orientation piece
[about the benefits of the free
market],” wrote the Freedom Net-
work News about Schoolland’s
use of humor to teach serious
lessons.

Educational value
Others also saw the educa-
tional value of the book.
In 1988, Jonathan Gullible
made the leap from radio to the
printed page when Sam Slom,
President of Small Business Ha-
waii, offered to publish his ad-
ventures as an educational
book to supplement econom-
ics textbooks — and “several

high schools and [the Hawaii

Pacific University] adopted

the book for use in econom-
ics classes,” Schoolland said.

The book quickly received
glowing reviews from Libertar-
ians. Karl Hess, author of Capi-
talism For Kids, called it “a fine
book for promoting free-market
ideas for young people,” and In-

ILLUSTRATION © 1995 BY SMALL BUSINESS HAWAII, INC

flesemea =
tional Society
for Individual
Liberty (ISIL) Presi-
dent Vince Miller called it “a
Johnny Appleseed of freedom.”

The book was also awarded
two George Washington Honor
Medals from the Freedoms Foun-
dation at Valley Forge for public
communication and economic
education.

But after a few years, Jon-
athan Gullible developed wan-
derlust — and headed out to see
the rest of the world.

Through Schoolland’s posi-
tion on the Board of Directors of
ISIL, his book became known to
ISIL members Hubert and Rita
Jongen, who arranged to trans-
late and publish the book in
Holland in the early 1990s.

“Sales did not take off,”
Schoolland said. “Their mutual
interest in the book, however,
encouraged me to try to have it
published elsewhere in Europe.”

Wrenching transition

In 1992, the first successful
translation and publication was
accomplished in the U.S.S.R. —
which, at the time, was under-
going the wrenching transition
from a socialist market to a free
market.

“It was our strategy to take
advantage of the turmoil, the in-

terest in ideas of freedom, and
the low-cost publishers that had
hitherto been prohibited from
printing what they pleased,”
Schoolland explained.

For just $600, 5,000 hard-
cover copies were published in
Russian.

“The Russian audience was
hungry enough for these ideas
that all copies were sold within
two months,” Schoolland said.

Dmitrii Costygin, Assistant
Director of International Rela-
tions for the Free Democratic
Party in Russia said, “Before
Jonathan Gullible, there was no
such book in Russia.”

Then, the pace picked up.
Through other ISIL contacts,
Schoolland arranged to have -
Jonathan Gullible’s adventures
translated and published in Nor-
wegian, Lithuanian, Romanian,
and Latvian — despite the lack
of immediate financial profits.

Long view

“Our project takes the
long view, and we do not
expect financial returns un-
til much later, if at all,”
Schoolland said. “It is hoped
that the success of these ven-
tures in formerly Communist
countries will help contribute to
the promotion of the book in
more prosperous markets. Our
primary interest is in providing
a source of income for those who
are taking the lead in advancing
ideas of freedom.”

Through word of mouth,
news about Jonathan Gullible
continued to spread — and de-
mand increased.

In Serbia, Tomislav Krsman-
ovic managed to translate and
publish the book in Serbian,
Slovenian, Croation, and
Macedonian despite horrible liv-
ing conditions and brutal official
harassment. As a long-time sup-
porter of human rights, he suf-
fered loss of promotions and
housing through his company
because of government pressure.

“] was greatly impressed
with the intense devotion that
Tomislav has shown for the ad-
vancement of a variety of human
rights causes in a very troubled
part of the world,” Schoolland
said.

In 1995, Jonathan Gullible
got a face lift: An improved, sec-
ond edition of the book was pub-
lished. New episodes were added
and the book grew to three times
its original size. New illustrations
were also added.

“We learned that it had to
look more like a traditional book
with smaller dimensions, thicker,



and more expensive,” School-
land said. “The sophisticated,
new illustrations will appeal to
the eye of an older audience than
before, especially by incorporat-
ing the 19th century style that
characterized books like Gulliver’s
[ravels, carrying a multi-level
appeal to readers.” :

A new Spanish-language edi-
tion of the book — Las Adventures
de Jonathan Gullible — also capi-
talized on the improvements.
Produced by Judy Nagy, it fea-
tures color illustrations and a
bright orange cover and {ills a

JONATHAN IS
now travelling to
the Far East, the

Pacific Islands,
and Mongolia.

freshmen. [I am] convinced that
these are the trendsetters that
give the greatest hope to free-

It is the response from those
young people that Schoolland
said makes him excited about the
prospects for the future — and
proud of the role that Jonathan
Gullible has played in spreading
the word about liberty.

He proudly cites a letter a
Hawaiian high school student
wrote to him: “It was refreshing
to read a book so logical, enter-
taining, and enlightening. I was
forced to laugh out loud from the
all-too-accurate depiction of the
socialist mentality that runs ram-
pant through this world. The

Libertarian Party News & September 1998 « PAGE 7

world, but the situations in-
volved come way too close to re-
ality. Thank you for the wonder-
ful book!”

And such letters inspire him
to keep working to improve The
Adventures of Jonathan Gullible —
so it can help move more people
in a Libertarian direction.

After all, as Jonathan Gull-
ible says: “There’s plenty of work
to do around here.”

M Editor’s Note: The Adven-
tures of Jonathan Gullible is
available from Laissez Faire Books

Correction

The August issue of LP News
reported that a proposal to re-
move the “cult of the omnipo-

X tional Convention. In fact, !

tent state” language from the |
LP Statement of Principles |
won 84% of the vote at the Na- |

\
|

| only about 74% of the del-
| egates voted for this proposal; |
i well shy of the seven-eighths |

{
|
| vote (87.5%) required to alter l
| the Statement of Principles. 3

gap that Nagy said she saw in  market ideals in the future.” story may be set in a tantasy for $11.95. Call (800) 326-0996.
South America and among

America’s Spanish-speaking

population.

“My own efforts to promote
the ideas of liberty [among Span-
ish speakers] have often been se-
riousty hampered by 2 lack of
adequate printed materials,”
Nagy said.

What’s next?

What's next for jonathan
Gullible?

He’s traveling to the Far East,
the Pacific islands, and Germany
— and then, eventually, even to
Mongolia and the Middle East.

Translations have been fin-
ished but are awaiting publica-
tion in Japanese, Micronesian,
German, and Swedish, reported
Schoolland.

The Chinese edition is being
serialized in current issues of the
Hong Kong Economic Journal and
three Polish episodes have been
serialized in Mac Pariadka, an
anti-state magazine published in
Warsaw.

Portuguese, Hebrew, Hun-
garian and Mongolian transla-
tions are also in the works.

As the 1990s draw to a close,
Jonathan Gullible is preparing to
make the leap onto the multime-
dia stage.

“In addition to penetrating
new countries with additional
languages, it is our intention to
expand the potential market by
going into computers, internet,
and video,” Schoolland said.

The goal, he said, is to “per-
sist in targeting the youth mar-
ket, especially high school se-
niors and college
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Why does the government want your guns?

Our Founding Fathers knew, over 200 years ago: the biggest
threat to the safety and well-being of a citizenry lies not with
some foreign government but rather with its own government.

- “To preserve liberty,” wrote Richard Henry Lee, ”it is essential
that the whole body of the people always possess arms, and be
taught alike, especially when young, how to use them.”

“But our government is a democracy. It would never do anything
to harm us.” Now, the book that explodes this myth, and a good
many others as well. In 14 lucid chapters, here’s the case for gun
sanity, from The Future of Freedom Foundation. Major themes:

¥’ Why unrestricted gun ownership is absolutely necessary to a free and safe society
v’ The right to life — equal to the right to possess firearms

v’ America’s emerging Nazi mindset

v’ The history of gun control: a story of hidden agendas

v" Gun ownership: an essential right under the principles of private property

v’ The little-known but tragic story of a people who disarmed for the sake of peace
v’ Waco and the cult of the omnipotent state

v’ The final destruction of the Second Amendment — closer than we think

— Conservative Book Club

Because the government knows and this book

“shows that armed people can better resist tyranny.”
— Laissez Faire Books

]U Il]RI 'I, We noll !I ~:.-D The Tyranny of Gun Control, cloth for $15.95 + shipping & handling of 10%

Om [] The Tyranny of Gun Control, paperback for $9.95 + shipping & handling of 10%

Ry Compromise !

THE FUTURE OF I [J Check enclosed [J Charge to my VISA/MasterCard

[J 1-—year subscription to FFF’s journal Freedom Daily (12 monthly issues)

FREEDOM FOUNDATION | Name
11350 Random Hills Road, Suite 800 Address
Fairfax, VA 22030 | Gy St Zip
Phone: (703) 934-6101eFax: (703) 352-8678 el Aot .
E-mail: FFFVA@compuserve.com I pect - -

Expiration Date Signature
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City Council member Sandi Wehb
tries to make it three in a row

By Ron Crickenberger
LP National Director

eisty elected Libertarian

Sandi Webb is seeking her

third term on the Simi Val-
ley City Council in California. A
building designer by trade,
Webb defeated an incumbent
council member for a seat on the
City Council in 1990.

“Since I got elected to the
Simi Valley City Council, I have
been actively fighting for my
belief in more freedom and less
government,” said Webb. “Local
government is where the rubber
meets the road. From street re-
pairs to water supplies to police
and public safety, this is where
government has the most direct,
immediate impact on our lives.”

Webb has indeed put her
principles on the line in voting
to stop eminent domain, stream-
lining permitting processes, and
even demanding that a procla-
mation for the Selective Service
System be rescinded.

She also proudly displays her
Libertarian affiliation on her web
site (www.sandiwebb.com). But
the issue she is best known for is

M Sandi Webb: “I have been
actively fighting for my belief
in less government.”

the Second Amendment — espe-
cially after she criticized the pros-
ecution of individuals who used
firearms in self-defense in 1995.

In defending her own right
to carry a handgun despite bu-
reaucratic restrictions, she ex-
plained: “The Second Amend-
ment is my permit.”

Since her re-election in 1994,
she has helped prod Simi Valley
into greatly liberalizing its gun
regulations, and to allow citizens
to carry concealed weapons to

protect themselves against crime.

As a small business owner,
Webb has pushed to make Simi
Valley more business-friendly by

cutting red tape and fees, and is -

a staunch defender of private
property rights and free markets.

She has also lobbied vigor-
ously to oppose tax increases.
Because of her tax-fighting lead-
ership, the Howard Jarvis Tax-
payers Association, which almost
never involves itself in munici-
pal elections, made a rare excep-
tion and endorsed Sandi Webb
for City Council in 1994.

Webb's campaign is man-
aged by Aaron Starr, who said he
expects this campaign to be es-
pecially hard fought.

“Sandi’s strong support for
the Second Amendment has
caused some local politicos to
come out strong against her,” he
said. We have already raised
more than $20,000 for the cam-
paign, but need to do signifi-
cantly better than that to ensure
Sandi’s re-election.”

Hl CONTRIBUTIONS can be sent to:
Friends of Sandi Webb, 4250 Yukon
Avenue, Simi Valley, CA 93063
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5
]
i
5
]
]
5
5
AN
5
1)
5
5
7|
]|
]|
5
5
5
7]
|
5
]
5
]
5
]
13
i
n
5
1

30 years’ experience, has written a book in
electronic format available on the web:
www.middleclash.com which proposes both
a way for a small percentage of the American
Electorate to exercise decisive influence in
most elections and the programs needed
to convince the American Middle Class to
abandon both the Republican and
Democratic Parties in favor of a third
Independent American Party.

Visit www.middleclash.com

Dr. Mary,,

Click

he world wide web will eventually spawn its own political party. As a
front-page article in Investor's Business Daily noted, the party will
probably be one that espouses many Libertarian principles. The web
is a natural home for people who resist “control freaks” and distrust
politicians who would seek to protect us from ourselves.

Dr. Martin M. Shinedling, a medical psychotherapist with over
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Each month, “The Issues” will highlight several Lib-
ertarian Party press releases. To get the complete text of all press
releases issued by the LP, send a message to “announce-
request@Ip.org” with the word “subscribe” in the subject line.

Don’'t "suspend” the Health ID plan: End it
A plan by the White House to “suspend” a national health

ID number is not good enough, the Libertarian Party says:
The idea should be scrapped entirely.

“Don’t suspend the program — end it,” said the party’s na-
tional chairman, David Bergland. “The only number Libertar-
ians want to hear is zero: Zero plans for this Big Brother identi-
fying number and zero plans for further federal intrusion into
our health-care system.”

In late July, Vice President Al Gore announced that the White
House would suspend the so-called “unique health identifier”
number for all Americans. The number would allow doctors to
track a patient’s medical history from cradle to grave, and could
be implemented in the form of a Social Security-type number
or a “Health ID Card.”

“If you add this proposal to the other recent ‘identity pa-
pers’ initiatives from the federal government — a mandatory
biometric driver’s license and a national employee database —
you see a clear trend emerging: The government is gaining in-
creasing power to track, monitor, and record information about
every American, all the time,” said Bergland.

Saving lives the non-interventionist way

here’s only one way to reduce the chance that more Ameri-

can embassies will be destroyed by bloody terrorist bomb-

ings: The United States must stop méddling in the affairs
of so many foreign nations, the Libertarian Party says.

“Terrorists planted the bombs that destroyed our embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania on August 7 — but it was our misguided
foreign policy that made those embassies such irresistible tar-
gets for terrorists,” said David Bergland.

In 1997, for example, he noted, the U.S. Army boasted that
American troops were deployed in 100 nations around the world.

“In other words, American soldiers were deployed in more
than half the countries on the globe — 100 of the world’s 197
nations,” he said. “So, we shouldn’t be surprised when fanatical
terrorists or rogue governments strike at us the only way they
can — through cowardly acts of terrorism.”

The LP’s criticism of American foreign policy shouldn’t be
interpreted as sympathy for terrorists, Bergland cautioned.

“Libertarians share the revulsion of every other American
at this bloody carnage, and we mourn for the victims and the
families of this tragedy,” he said. “But the only way to truly
honor the loss of these innocent lives is to make sure that they
did not die in vain. And the way to do that is by crafting a
national defense policy that saves lives, not a defense policy
that makes Americans the target of bloodthirsty terrorists.”

Why won’t Congressmen take drug tests?
f federally mandated drug testing is such a good idea for us
common folks, why-isn’t it good enough for Congressmen?
That'’s what Libertarians are asking after the Republican House
leadership quietly torpedoed an effort to mandate drug testing
for every member of Congress.

“These Congressmen must be getting high on hypocrisy,”
said LP National Director Ron Crickenberger. “Why else would
they wage a War on Drugs on the rest of us, but declare a drug-
testing truce in the halls of Congress?”

In early August, Majority Leader Dick Armey (R-TX) said
the House was too “busy” to consider a proposal to require all
435 House members to take random tests for illegal drug use.

News reports said many lawmakers had opposed the mea-
sure because drug testing was “unnecessary and insulting.”

“To those Congressmen, we say: Welcome to the Drug War,”
said Crickenberger. “Too bad 270 million other Americans will
continue to endure those same unnecessary and insulting vio-
lations of their Constitutional rights. Why is there one set of
standards for politicians who make the laws, and another for
ordinary Americans who suffer under them?”
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AFFILIATENEWS

Mr. & Mrs. LP candidate, liberty for teens,
and being an affirmative action Libertarian

M California

San Diego Libertarians aren’t
opposed to baseball or football
— they're just opposed to forc-
ing taxpayers to pay for new sta-
diums for millionaire sports team
owners and players.

So Libertarians showed up at
an event sponsored by the
Chargers professional football
team on August 1 to distribute
bright yellow flyers entitled “12
Questions & 12 Steps for Tax
Addicts.”

It was a “FANtastic experi-
ence,” said organizer J.R. Gra-
ham, who attended the event
with a handful of other Libertar-
ians. “[We] got a little flack and
a lot of agreement. Only a few
people tried to argue, [but] many
agreed with us that it should be
[funded] privately.”

The effort was part of an
ongoing campaign by San Diego
LP members to rally opposition
to tax-funded stadiums for the
Chargers and the Padres profes-
sional baseball team. Instead,
Libertarians argued, such stadi-
ums should be funded privately.

“We found the quip, ‘If we
really love our teams, we have to
try to help them shake their tax
addictions . . ." left arguers look-
ing for words while we contin-
ued on,” said Graham.

M Colorado

A last-minute invitation to a
“rave” dance party on July 11
presented Colorado Libertarians
with an unexpected, late-night
opportunity to spread the mes-
sage of freedom to the 18-to-25
age group.

“State Chair Michelle
Bethke and I found ourselves 20
miles south of Colorado Springs
in the middle of 80 acres of noth-
ing, with 3,000 very mellow, in-
teresting, young people and very
loud, hypnotic music,” recounted
LP member David Aitken.

The Libertarians set up an
outreach booth and attracted a
steady stream of young people,
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Mr. Liberty marches in Massachusetts
Call him Mr. Lady Liberty: LP member Doug Krick (right), dressed as the Statue of Liberty,
marched in the Gay Pride Parade in Boston, Massachusetts, on July 12, along with LP
candidate for governor Dean Cook (center). “[Krick] was a real attention getter,” said Cook.
State Chair Carla Howell said Libertarians participated in the march to introduce the gay
community to LP candidates and ideas. “We’ve won a lot of recognition and approval,” she
said. “I'm inspired by the cheering we received.”

some of whom took the World’s
Smallest Political Quiz and asked
for LP literature, Aitken said.

Since raves — trendy dance
parties that feature electronic
music — tend to last all night, a
second shift of Libertarians ar-
rived at 3:00 am to staff the out-
reach booth until dawn.

“It was a great night, the
stars were out, and the weather
was perfect,” Aitken said. “[The
dancers] were definitely inter-
ested in what we had to say.
Many knew who we were. This
was a project well worth doing
— and well worth repeating.”

M Indiana

Police harassed an LP candi-
date for handing out literature
on a downtown street over the
July Fourth weekend — but the
incident has only strengthened
his Libertarian resolve, he said.

Max Baer Robinson, a
candidate for Lake County sher-
iff, was wearing a Bill of Rights
tee-shirt while passing out flyers
boldly headlined: “They’re steal-
ing your country; take it back.”

Robinson said a police of-
ficer stopped him and said, “This

is a family event; we don’t want
this type of literature here” —
and ordered him to leave, or he
would “have his men follow me
around.”

Robinson left the scene, but
vowed to step up his race for
sheriff. “Police abuse their pow-
ers all the time. Government is
out of control; someone has to
put a leash on them,” he said.

One thing Robinson will do

if elected sheriff, he said, is to rel-
egate marijuana offenses to the
bottom of his priorities list, mak-
ing it an offense that falls “some-
where below jaywalking.”

M Indiana

Marion County Libertarians
finally won a six-week battle
against the voter registration
board in June, earning the right
to receive the same computerized

voter registration records as the
other parties.

“This was a sizable victory
for our credibility within local
power circles,” said county chair
Kurt St. Angelo. “It’s another
notch in the legitimacy of the
Libertarian Party.”

For six weeks, the Board of
Voter Registration denied the LP
the records because of a “politi-
cal interpretation” of the law, St.
Angelo said.

“Then, faced with a lawsuit
and an embarrassing media mud-
bath about partisanship at the
Board of Registration office, the
board changed course and voted
to open the records,” he said.

With the registration data on
the way, the LP is planning a di-
rect-mail appeal to voters in the
Indianapolis area.

Maine Libertarians have set
a new record this year: They're
running their largest-ever slate of
state-level LP candidates.

The Maine LP will have four
candidates on the ballot this
November — a 400% improve-
ment over the one candidate for
state office they ran in 1996, said
Robert Coolidge, editor of the
Maine Libertarian newsletter.

“When one considers that
the Maine LP ran but a single
state-level candidate in 1994 and
1996, and that we are running
four such candidates in 1998, the
proper perspective becomes

- clear: We're growing!” said

Coolidge.

On the ballot will be State
Representative candidates Ben-
jamin Barth, Mark Cenci,
and Shawn Levasseur, and
State Senate candidate Jeff
Weinstein.

“The slate of candidates is
small, but committed to profes-
sionalism,” said Coolidge. “All
[the] candidates are running to
win and will be active.”

And now that the state party
has set one record, State Chair
Mark Cenci said the party is
growing fast enough to set an-
other record in two years.
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“In 2000, I want to see 20 of
our members take on the chal-
lenge of running for state-level
elected positions,” he said.

M Massachusetts

One of the “best articles on
Libertarianism ever published in
the mass media” lavished praise
on the Massachusetts LP in a
June 17 cover story.

The article in Worcester
Magazine — a tabloid with a cir-
culation of 40,000 — was “an ex-
cellent, positive, balanced, over-
all outstanding eight-page article
that discussed the LP, the '98
state convention, the platform,
and much more,” said State
Chair Carla Howell.

The headline blared: “Tired
of being held hostage to the two-
party system? The Libertarian
Party wants you!”

The article lauded the party
for its success on ballot access
and for electing two more Liber-
tarians to office, and quoted
- LP Congressional candidate
George Phillies, state Commu-
nications Director Jim Sul-
livan, and LP gubernatorial can-
didate Dean Cook.

“It also contrasted the con-
sistency of the Libertarian posi-
tion with the hypocrisy of the
Republicans,” Howell said. “In
short, the article paints the LP as
making a lot of sense and wor-
thy of serious consideration.”

H Missouri

The family that campaigns
together, stays together.

At least, that seems to be the
strategy of LP members Bob and
Lisa Hoffman, 16-year resi-
dents of Bellflower, Missouri —
who may be the only Libertar-
ian husband and wife team run-
ning for office this November.

“We feel like it shows family
unity for us to run together,” said
Lisa Hoffman. “We both support
the other.”

Bob, 44, is running for U.S.
House in the 9th District, while

_ his wife, Lisa, 43, is the Libertar-
ian candidate for State Represen-
tative in the 19th District.

Relative newcomers to Lib-
ertarian Party politics, the
Hoffmans acknowledge that it
would be very “stressful” to them
LR B B

Keeping the “Road to Victory” clean

A team of Macomb County Libertarians works for liberty ...
while picking up trash along the Metropolitan Parkway in
Sterling Heights, Michigan on April 25. As part of the state’s
“Adopt-A-Highway” program, Libertarians volunteered to pick
up litter along a stretch of highway. “This program is a great
way to get everybody together and get some publicity for the
party,” said county LP secretary Mark Heil (third from right).

and their two children if they ac-
tually both get elected.

“But even if we don’t win, we
are hoping people hearing our
opinions will take our ideas with
them,” said Bob Hoffman.
“We're offering an option against
the status quo.”

B North Carolina

A Beaufort County Libertar-
ian is planning to build a web site
to inform high schools and their
students about the “economic
and social benefits” of living in
a free society.

The site, liber-teen.org, is
designed to “re-instill the inter-
est in politics that teachers seem
to take from students in the class-
room,” said its creator, Cam-
eron DeJong. “Teenagers must
be informed about what they’re
missing out on by living in the
current socialist state.”

DeJong said he envisions
selling “memberships” to people
aged 13 to 21 and would use the
money strictly to pay for mail-
ings and advertising. His organi-
zation would be totally non-
profit, he said, so he wouldn’t
have to fill out “dumb tax
forms.”

DeJong said he is actively
seeking advice and assistance for
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the project, and can be reached
at cameron@skantech.com

M Pennsylvania

In Pennsylvania, getting Lib-
ertarians on the ballot is now
against the law.

That was the experience of
Shawn Morin, who was ar-
rested in the town of Bulter on
July 17. His crime: Trying to get
LP candidates on the ballot by
collecting ballot access signa-
tures in a local bus station.

Morin said he was collecting
signatures when the clerk in the
bus station told him that he
wasn'’t allowed to “solicit.”

“I told him I wasn’t solicit-
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Total dollar amount  §
Shipping 3.00
Total included $
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ing, I was petitioning, and that I
was on property owned by Bulter
township, and that makes it pub-
lic property,” he said. “He told
me if [ didn’t leave he would call
the cops. I didn’t. He did.”

A policeman arrived and
“told me that I would have to
stop or leave,” said Morin. “I ex-
plained that I was on public
property. He told me to stop or
be arrested.”

Morin was handcuffed,
taken to the police station, and
charged with criminal trespass.
After being held for a few hours,
he was released.

“[It's just] another chapter in
the continuing saga of the fight
for freedom in America,” said
past Pennsylvania State Chair
Ken Sturzenacker.

M Pennsylvania

A Libertarian Party candidate
for U.S. Senate is taking his pro-
Second Amendment position
straight to the voters — via a ser-
ies of newspaper advertisements
that champion the right of
women to defend themselves.

Jack Iannantuono, who is
challenging incumbent Republi-
can Senator Arlen Specter, ran his
first full-page advertisement on
August 23, in The Morning Call,
which has a circulation of
180,000 in a nine-county area.

The copy for the ad is taken
from the speech Michigan LP
member Barbara Goushaw made
at the recent Libertarian National
Convention.

The ad “makes a compelling
case for women'’s right to self-
defense . . . the right not to be
presumed to be a victim,” said

Size (L or XL) Style (P. BG, or W)

lannantuono. “With this ad, we
have an opportunity to show vot-
ers that Libertarians care deeply
about them, and the safety of
those they love, in ways the old
parties can only talk about.”

M Wisconsin

What? A Libertarian on an
affirmative action committee?

As strange as it sounds, that’s
what LP member Jim Maas has
been doing ever since a vacancy
opened on the Equity & Affirma-
tive Action Committee at the
University of Wisconsin.

“It might seem unnatural for
a Libertarian to serve on a com-
mittee that supports programs
with a reputation of unfairness,
but maybe those are the ones
that need a Libertarian point of
view the most,” said Maas.

Maas volunteered to serve
when an opening surfaced last
year, and managed to win an ap-
pointment, he said.

“Although my first year
started slowly, I did my home-
work, which helped reinforce my
beliefs that most Americans will
support equal opportunity, not
equal outcomes,” he said.

His goal, he said: “[To] con-
tinue to do my best to makesmy
fellow committee members con-
sider [more Libertarian] ways to
accomplish our goals.”
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Etfective telephone
fundraising methods

ometimes, funding an important campaign or ballot

access drive can seem daunting — especially if you don't

know where to start. “If only we had the money,” is an

oft-heard refrain. Wouldn't it be nice for your state,
county, or local party organization to have all the money it
needed for a specific project? Or if your campaign for local of-
fice had more money than the incumbent?

I'm here to tell you: You can raise all the money you need
for that campaign or project. Here’s how:

First, you need a cause! Campaigns, ballot access, hir-
ing a paid staffer, any of these will work, so long as there is a
clear and easily understood value associated with the cause.

Second, you’ll need a plan: Variables include number
of volunteers, number of members to be contacted, and num-
ber of calls per day. Assuming an all-volunteer effort with 500
statewide members and 10 volunteers making S calls per night,
the time needed to call everyone would be
about ten days . . . plus a few extra for follow-
up calls to folks missed first time around.
(Calls should be made Sunday-Thursday
from 7-9pm, or during the day on Saturday).

Only have six volunteers? Fine! It will
take a bit longer to finish, but will be well
worth your effort. Have more? Great! Chances
are, you have more members to call, too!

You'll want to create a quick script for
the volunteers to use on the phone so your
message to donors will be consistent. The
script should talk about the important rea-
sons why their contribution is needed now,
and focus on the benefits of the project being completed. Then,
the caller asks for a donation which is large enough to make a
difference — say, $250 or so, depending on the area you are in.

A certain amount of discipline is useful during the calling
effort. Example: Elias Israel, the Executive Director for the LP
affiliate in Massachusetts, ran a telephone fundraising drive
based on a design by Michael Cloud in June of 1998. Eli ar-
ranged for volunteers working from home to telephone him
each evening to report their specific results: How many calls at-
tempted, who was reached, who got messages left, and who
pledged money to the cause. Eli, in turn, kicked out electronic
mail updates to the team each day summarizing the amount of
major donor matching pledges remaining, total raised from
each source, and remaining goal amount. Over a two week pe-
riod, nine volunteers called about 450 members, with the State
Chair calling about a dozen major donors.

The result of Massachusetts’ first effort at tele-
phone fundraising: Almost $14,000 raised in 15 days—
more than enough to fund the paid portion of the Massachu-
setts statewide ballot drive. Think about what that amount (or
more!) could do for you in this important, pre-election time.

To be successful, you must raise money regularly and effi-
ciently. This method is far superior to direct mail in many
ways: it’s personal, fast, project- specific, and tends to involve a
good number of activists working together. Not only does tele-
phone fundraising build teamwork, a successful fundraising
drive reinforces the values which cause our supporters to do-
nate in the first place—and this success breeds future successes.

You can do this. It will work for you. Start now for the No-
vember elections, and you’ll have the biggest campaign war
chest in your state’s history. Period.

By Mark
Tuniewicz

B Contact Mark Tuniewicz (nhliberty@aol.com) or
Elias Israel (eisrael@la-ma.org) for an e-mailed copy of the LPMA
fundraising plan. Thanks to all the LPMA volunteers and donors for
the inspiration for this column. E-mail Mark with your suggestions
for future “How-To” topics.

Ford Gounty slate makes history

By Ron Crickenberger
LP National Director

he Ford County, Illinois, bal-

lot will contain two full

slates of candidates this fall
— Republican and Libertarian —
but not a single Democrat.

And because of that, Liber-
tarians are almost guaranteed to
either win some seats — or to
earn the right to appoint several
Libertarians to office.

“The last time a Democrat
ran was in 1976, and the only
time a Democrat has ever won
in the county was in 1936. We're
going to give the Republicans a
run like they have never seen,”
said Ford County Sheriff candi-
date Michael Hari, a sheriff’s
deputy for more than two years
before resigning to run for the
top law enforcement job.

Nine candidates

Hari is one of nine LP candi-
dates on the ballot in November
— and he says several races rep-
resent real opportunities for Lib-
ertarians, including seven open
seats on the County Board where
board members are vulnerable.
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FORD COUNTY
“represents an
incredible

opportunity for
the LP.¥

“The current County Board
members shot themselves in the
foot on a number of very un-
popular issues,” he said. “They
boosted a pension up to 80% for
themselves and pushed for an in-
crease in the sales tax. In a
county where the population has
been falling since the early
1970s, the budget has increased
300% in 10 years. The board also
voted [to] prevent the filing of
any lien on the property of any
county official or their wives.”

For the seven district seats
on the County Board, 350 votes
will probably be enough to win,
predicted Hari.

Candidates on the Libertar-
ian slate include: Hari for County
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Sheriff; Houston Ker (County
Clerk); Louise C. McWhorter
(County Treasurer); Doug Swish-
er and Larry Gardner (County
Board District 1); Harold Forbes
and Betty Lesus (District 2); and
Mary Young, Toby E. Sutton Jr,
and Tracy Filicsky (District 3).

If any of the LP candidates
win 5% of the vote in any
countywide races, the LP be-
comes an established party and
gets one of three seats on the Tax
Board of Review, a partisan board
that hears appeals of appraisals
for property taxes.

“There are other boards we
would win seats on by default as
well, such as the Sheriff’s Merit
Commission,” said Hari. “We
would also be entitled to cause
the appointment of as many as
22 Judges of Election. Ford
County represents an incredible
opportunity to the LP if only we
can collect the money we need.”

B CONTRIBUTIONS can be
sent to the consolidated cam-
paign fund: “Ford County Liber-
tarians,” P.O. Box 174, Paxton IL
60957. Include name, address,
occupation and employer.
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Dr. Bob Sheckler recognizes all of the causes of the
problems of our country, and in his writings presents
real, workable, libertarian solutions to those problems.

Aln(g .v ,
O Hw) S == permanent, the
I most academic, the
( most realistic, the
S X_~ most free market, the

most competitive approach to

Who is Dr.
Bob Sheckler?

“When we privatize Social
Security, you won't have
to worry about those poor
unfortunate people who
don’t know about invest-
ments, banking, money
handling, budgeting, and
stuff like that. Most of
them will still have their
Congressional pensions.”
— Dr. Bob Sheckler
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BSME, BSLS, MBA, DC e 429 Sem-
ester Equivalent Credits « Married
to same woman for 43 years e Four
children, Eight Grandchildren « One
Great Granddaughter e Libertarian
Theoretician since 1957 e Has lived
in 11 States » Has lived in 11 Cali-
fornia cities ¢ Has lived in or visited
11 Countries » Candidate for State
Assembly, State Senate & School
Board e Speaks Spanish, Russian,
German, Latin and a little English
o Author e Teacher e Ships Officer
* Columnist  Aerospace Engineer
» Political Analyst e Chiropractor
* Public Speaker ¢ Businessman e
Poet ¢ Boy Scout Leader e Campaign
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Libertarian
Education
And Research
Network

Find out what the problems with
public (government) schools really
are, and find out how to end them.

The most workable, the most
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providing our children with the
best education yet presented to the
world. Once in place it will be a
truly free education system forever.
The future Americans will
finish their twelfth year of school
with the equivalent of a BA in
English, a BS in Math, with minors
in Home Economics and Business
Administration, and maybe some
electives in such things as Computer
Science and a Foreign Language.
Do not be the only Libertar-
ian to miss this new concept.
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Political

Correction
By Dr. Bob Sheckler

A weekly political commentary in
which the axioms of government
and libertarian principles are
applied to what is happening now.
Dr. Sheckler’s wit, brilliance,
and empathy are mingled in his
coverage of current events. Each
week he tells of some startling,
poignant, glossed over or un-
known news item. He writes the
actual facts of his own reported
stories, the logic behind his
commentary, and/or the details
others have forgotten. |
The normal annual
subscription is $24.95 for
52 issues, but the first
two hundred who subscribe from
this advertisement will receive free,
all back issues from April 1998,
when we started this publication.
One year subscription:
52 issues for only $24.95

Highway to
Freedom

The axioms of government
presented herein show clearly
that the closer any government is
to a libertarian government, the
happier, healthier, and richer its
people are.

He speaks out on those
everyday issues avoided by the news,
such as Internationalism, the UN,
defense, multiculturalism, civil
rights, religious freedom, moral-
ity, slavery, and the goodness and
righteousness of Americans.

Most importantly, Dr. Bob
Sheckler provides a cogent,
workable and comprehensible
discussion of citizenship and
adulthood in this work. If every
12-year-old in the country knew
this, we could solve the unruly
teen problem.

Hardcover Book: $17.95
Audiobook: §19.95




PAGE 14 ¢ Libertarian Party News e September 1998

TALKINGPOINTS

Getting paid to shop, failing DARE,
and those cocktail party opinions

MARC BEAUCHANP

The hest defense

“Even the weakest terrorist
group can cause massive destruc-
tion in the homeland of a super-
power,” warns a new study from
the Cato Institute. Advances in
technology have made it rela-
tively easy for terrorists to ac-
quire or create biological, chemi-
cal, and nuclear weaponry.

In “Protecting the Home-
land: The Best Defense Is to Give
No Offense,” Cato’s director of
defense policy studies Ivan Eland
argues that “the only viable way
to reduce the very real threat of
such an attack is to reduce U.S.
interference in the disputes and
conflicts of other nations. Mili-
tary intervention should be con-
fined to the rare instances in
which American vital interests
are at stake.”

— CATO POLICY REPORT
July/August 1998

Size Counts

B Weight of the U.S. federal
budget for 1998: 10 pounds, 13
ounces.

B Weight of the 1999 bud-
get: 11 pounds, 3 ounces
— PLAYBOY MAGAZINE

September 1998

Civic removal

First sex shops. Then taxis.
Now hot dog vendors. New York
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s quest
to disinfect the Big Apple targets
food and clothing vendors who
sell their wares on the city’s
streets. If Giuliani succeeds, he
may move these entry-level en-
trepreneurs off the streets and
into welfare lines.
— REASON MAGAZINE

August/September 1998
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THE WEIGHT OF
the 1999 U.S.
federal budget:
11 pounds, 3
ounces.

Market leaders

Contributions and spending
limits mean less competition for
incumbents. The market-share
leaders in every industry would
like to have such restrictions on
potential competitors.

So we have an easy choice to
make: Do we want our political
campaigns to be as competitive
as, say, our television choices, or
as uncompetitive as, well, our
current political choices?

— DAVID BOAZ
The Washington Times
August 7, 1998

FCC's dirty secret
The Federal Communica-
tions Commission is living a lie.

The Radio Act of 1912 divvied up
the ether, on the theory that the
airwaves were a scarce and
unique commodity. The govern-
ment enacted rules clarifying
that it owned them, and started
regulating the content of radio
and then television to ensure
that the use of the spectrum fur-
thered the public interest.

But the technology is vastly
different today. Today there are
more than 13,000 broadcasters
in this country. Compare that to
the 1,520 daily newspapers still
publishing. And the FCC is hold-
ing spectrum back. The scarcity
theory no longer holds validity.
But don't expect it to be aban-
doned anytime soon. That’s be-
cause government needs to cling
to some rationale that allows it
to continue to assert control over
this powerful medium.

— ROBYN BLUMNER
The New York Post
May 26, 1998

Behind the smoke

Teen smoking has an easily
demonized target (the tobacco
companies), a halo effect (this is
about our children), and the de-
sirable result of increasing federal
power and encouraging busy-
bodies. Only 2% of cigarette sales
are to teenagers. Should we se-
verely tax lower-income adults
who make the choice to smoke?
Why not tax those who drink too
much or consume too many po-
tato chips?

Teen smoking is a bad idea.
But it is hardly the most serious
problem affecting teens. It is the
premise of this demagogic legis-
lation — that adults are not re-
sponsible for their actions — and

not cigarette smoke that is poi-
soning so much of American life
today.
— MONA CHAREN

The Washington Times

May 27, 1998

Free Viagra?

Insurance is designed to pro-
tect people against catastrophic
losses due to accidents or acts of
God. It is not designed to cover
the discretionary expenses of
everyday life. If insurance paid
for such things people would be
tempted to overuse the insurance
to the detriment of other policy-
holders.

With the expanded role of
medical insurance, many have
come to believe that any medi-
cal treatment (even Viagra)
should be covered at no extra
charge. But people don’t expect
auto insurers to add car washing
and preventive maintenance to
their policies for no extra charge.
Imagine what would happen if
car insurance were like medical
insurance: Car Maintenance Or-
ganizations, or CMOs, would be
formed; the government would
establish programs to provide car
insurance for the poor (Carfare)
and the elderly (Medicar).

But imagine what would
happen if medical insurance
were more like car care. Accord-
ing to some estimates the cost of
medical insurance would drop by
$100 billion a year.

— CRAIG J. CANTONI
The Wall Street Journal
June 4, 1998

Cocktail party opinions

Libertarianism. You've heard
of it, but you don’t quite know
what it’s all about. [But now],
every time you catch a snatch of
some more of their rhetoric, it
seems to make a little more
sense.

Welcome to the pre-millen-
nium America, where political
sands shift in the night. Sud-
denly it makes sense to marry
laissez faire capitalism with civil
libertarianism, and progressive
social principles with a distaste
for big government.

Take the issue of legalization
of drugs: This used to be a good,

get-a-rise-out-of-‘em cocktail
party opinion; but with the drug
war failing to do much more
than sustain a huge anti-drug bu-
reaucracy, maybe it’s time to
place a little more stock in radi-
cal notions like individual choice
and responsibility.

— WORCESTER MAGAZINE

June 17, 1998

DARE to fail

A study released in March
found that the federally funded
Drug Abuse Resistance Education
program does not reduce drug
use. Dennis Rosenbaum, head of
the Criminal Justice Department
at the University of Illinois, led
a study of 1,800 Illinois children.
The six-year study didn’t find
any differences between DARE
and non-DARE students.

It did find that children liv-
ing in the suburbs who were ex-
posed to DARE reported a signifi-
cantly higher level of drug use
than students who didn’t have
DARE training.

— THE DRUG POLICY LETTER
Spring 1998

Getting paid to shop
Employees of the Social Se-
curity Administration receive
time off at taxpayer expense for
Christmas shopping. In recent
hearings before the House Ways
and Means subcommittee on
Social Security, Congress discov-
ered that 42 Social Security of-
fices throughout New England
grant their employees as many
as four hours of paid leave for
Christmas shopping each holi-
day season.
— THE WASHINGTON TIMES
August 4, 1998

B Send “Talking Points” contri-
butions to Marc Beauchamp,
2231 Kings Garden Way, Falls
Church VA, 22043. E-mail:
mbeaucha@ix.netcom.com

Political Correction
by Dr. Bob Sheckler
1 year subscription
52 issue intro - $24.95
GOODPEOPLE Pubs
4024 Weiman Avenue
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

roadcast your support for liberty — and
impress your Libertarian friends — with an
attractive and historic 1998 National Conven-
tion souvenir bag. This sturdy, two-ply black vinyl bag
features a blue and red “Road to Victory” convention
logo on one side, and the Forfeiture Endangers Amer-
ican Rights (FEAR) organizational logo on the other.
Soon to be a collector’s item, this bag measures

Last chance: Get your 1998
National Convention Bag!

a spacious 12.5” x 15.5” inches, and has a zippered
compartment on the side, a padded handle, and
carrying strap. We only have a few dozen left, and
when they're gone, they're gone
today! Cost: Only $19.98. (Includes shipping.)

M To order via credit card, call (202) 333-0008 Ext. 221, or fax

your order to (202) 333-0072. Or mail to: Libertarian Party,
2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20037.

80 order yours




Oow angry are Republicans

that Jim Tobin is running

for governor in Illinois as
the Libertarian Party candidate?

They are so angry that they
launched a “malicious attack” on
Tobin — calling him a “rogue
candidate” and charging that
80% of the 61,000 signatures
that Libertarians filed to get
Tobin on the ballot are invalid.

“The challenge is a desper-
ate attempt by the Republicans
to keep Jim Tobin off the ballot,”
said LP National Director Ron
Crickenberger. “Republicans fear
[Tobin] will cost them the elec-
tion.”

Despite their overheated
rhetoric, the Republicans may

have a tough time proving their
allegations, said Crickenberger:
The Libertarian Party filed a
record 61,009 signatures to meet
a 25,000 signature requirement,
and internal checks by LP offi-
cials show a validity rate well in
excess of 60%.

Petition irregularities

But that didn’t stop the GOP,
which charged on August 10 that
less than 20% of Tobin'’s signa-
tures are valid, and that the pe-
titions were riddled with “unreg-
istered voters, forgeries,” and
other petition irregularities.

“In one of the most mali-
cious attacks ever against a Lib-
ertarian candidate, the Republi-

M Jim Tobin: His 61,000
signatures have been legally
challenged by the GOP.
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llinois LP gubernatorial candidate Jim Tobin faces
6OP signature challenge, "malicious” political attacks

cans have accused Tobin of try-
ing to buy a political base, of
forgery, and of running a hollow
and self-serving campaign,” said
Crickenberger.

Why the savage attack?
Tobin, a well-known anti-tax ac-
tivist, sought the Libertarian
nomination after Republican
Governor George Ryan reneged
on a written commitment to sup-
port the Tax Accountability
Amendment, which would have
restricted the state government’s
ability to raise taxes.

“Tobin plans to make Ryan'’s
broken promise a key issue in the
campaign, which Republicans
fear will cost them the election,”
said Crickenberger.

In response, the LP is gear-
ing up to fight the GOP’s chal-
lenge against the signatures, said
Crickenberger — and it’s going
to be a time-consuming task.

“LP volunteers may have to
spend weeks watching over the
State Board of Elections as each
signature is checked, and ruled
valid or invalid,” he said.

But, tough or not, the job
must be done, said Crickenberger.

“This is a direct attack by the
Republicans on the right of our
candidates to appear on the bal-
lot!” he said. “We have to fight
back against this assault — we
cannot let our candidates down
by allowing this fraudulent Re-
publican assault to succeed.”

Tape

CASSETTE PRICING: Single Cassette: $10.00
Set of Any 6: $58.00 e Set of Any 12: $112.00
Full Set (all 26 cassettes): $240.00
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VIDEO PRICING:
$19.95 Each

LIB98-06
LIB98-07

LIB98-08
LIB98-09
LIB98-010

LIB98-011
LIB98-012
LIB98-013
LiB98-014
LIB98-015
LIB98-016

LIB98-017
LIB98-018
LIB98-019
LIB98-020

LIB98-021
LIB98-022

LIB98-023
LIB98-024

LIB98-025
LIB98-026
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I

To Order: (800) 645-6907  Or: www.lifetimecassettes.com

Solving the Crisis in Education: Steve Givot, Joe Bast, Clint Bolick, Steve Dasbach, Dr. Mary Ruwart

Victicrats VIP: The Importance of Personal Responsibility: Larry Elder; Intro/Why | am Running-for Governor of
lllinois: James Tobin

Read All About It! Effective LP Newsletters (Workshop): Bill Winter

Time to Retire Social Security: Michael Tanner; Intro/The Virtues of Smaller Government: Hon, Bruce Van Buren
Principles In Action: Stopping Big Government Boondoggles (Panel): Dena Bruedigam,
Dr. Mary Ruwart, Bette Rose Smith, Charles Test

Mastering the Media (Workshop): Bill Winter

Handguns Are A Girl’s Best Friend: Barbara Goushaw; Intro: Hon. Fred Collins
Liberty Versus Power: The Eternal Struggle: Gold Luncheon with David Boaz
The Gospel of Boortz: Neal Boortz; Infro: Ron Crickenberger

Open Minds On Open Borders: Jacob Hornberger; Intro: Judge Ira Raab
Using Campaigns to Build the Libertarian Party (Workshop): Jon Coon,
Barbara Goushaw, Ron Crickenberger, Mike Buoncristiano

Libertarians: The Political Pioneers of the 21st Century: Roy Innis; Infro/A Vision for America: Jo Jorgensen
Principles & Public Policy (Panel): Robert Poole, Michael Tanner, Joe Bast

Being A Libertarian Medic in the War on Drugs: Walker Chandler; Intro: Hon. Dewayne Metheny

| Want to Be Elected! How to Win Your Local Election (Workshop): Fred Collins, Barbara Goushaw, Sandi
Webb, Aaron Starr, Bruce Van Buren, Ron Crickenberger

The IRS: How Do They Get Away With It?: Shelley Davis; Infro/Why We Are Libertarians: John Buttrick
Local Problems, Libertarian Solutions (Panel): Robert Poole, Sandi Webb, Dewayne Metheny, Fred Collins,
Finlay Rothhaus, Robert DeBrosse

Born Again Libertarian: Peter McWilliams; Intro/Inside Looking Out: Hon. Brian Thomas

The Most Powerful Political Message in the World: Harry Browne; Intro/Lessons from the Mountain: Dr.
Wallace Johnson

Successful Local Organizing (Workshop): Perry Willis

Understanding the Coming Paradigm Shift: David Nolan

Cassettes:
$10.00 each

Videotapes:
$19.95 each

Session Title Tape Session Title
LIB98-01 Keynote Address: The Libertarian Party, The Unreasonable Alternative Michael Cloud; LIB98-VO1  Keynote Address: The Libertarian Party, The Unreasonable
Intro: Hon. Finlay Rothhaus Alternative Michael Cloud; Intro: Hon. Finlay Rothhaus
LIB98-02 Communicating to Win: 12 Secrets that Libertarians Can’t Afford Not to Know (Workshop): Sharon Harris LIB98-VO2  The Eroding Legitimacy of the National Government: Charles
LIB98-03 The Eroding Legitimacy of the National Government: Gold Luncheon with Charles Murray; Intro: Bill Winter Murray; Intro: Bill Winter
LIB98-04 No Freedom, No Safety: Tanya Metaksa; Intro/How | Fought for the Second Amendment: Hon. Sandi Webb LIB98-V03  Liberty Versus Power: The Eternal Struggle: David Boaz
LIB98-05 Sustaining a Strong Campus Organization (workshop: Jim Lark LIB98-V04  Open Minds On Open Borders: Jacob Hornberger; Intro/The

Administration of Justice: Judge Ira Raab

Videols)] @ $19.95 each = $

VIDEO SUBTOTAL:

Single Tape(s) @ $10.00 each =
Set(s) of Six @ $58.00 each =

Full Set @ $240.00 each =
CASSETTE SUBTOTAL:

POSTAGE (Orders mailed within USA):

GRAND TOTAL:

Enclosed is my: |

Or charge to my: [ ] Visa [

Credif Card #

On this order form, circle the order number
® of the audio or videotapels] you wish to order
© Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

$
$
Setls) of Twelve @ $112.00 each = $
$

] Check (Payable to Wells Walker & Co., Inc.)
] MasterCard

$
$ 5.00
$

[ ] American Express

Expires

Name on Card

Signature

SEND TAPES TO:

Apt/Suite

City State Zip

Phone

By Mail: Wells Walker & Co., Inc. ® 7406 Alban Station Court, B-212
* Springfield VA 22150 B Or fax your order to: (703) 913-0260
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Harry Browne launches
syndicated radio show

Three-hour show will be heard on Sunday nights

arry Browne, the Libertarian
Party’s 1996 presidential
candidate, has launched a
new syndicated radio show
which he says will help explain
how Libertarianism can “im-
prove the life of each listener.”
The three-hour show, which
will air on Sunday evenings, de-
buted on August 9 on the Talk
America Radio Network. It airs
on 60 stations around the coun-
try — including such major mar-
kets as New York City, Indianapo-
lis, Phoenix, New Orleans, St.
Louis, Dallas, Atlantic City, Se-
attle, and Philadelphia.
“Through [the show], I hope
listeners gain a better under-
standing of how Libertarians are
trying to set them free to con-
trol their own lives and their
own money,” said Browne.
Broadcasting from 11:00 pm
to 2:00 am (ET), the show fea-
tures a call-in format and focuses
on politics and current events,
said Jack Dean, a spokesman for
Browne’s Momentum 2000 presi-
dential exploratory committee.

“Harry Browne discusses cur-
rent events and social/political
issues from a libertarian stand-
point, and listeners call in with
opinions, questions, and criti-
cisms,” he said. “He hopes that,
in addition to showing listeners
how their lives will be improved
by libertarian proposals, the
broadcast will generate leads for
the Libertarian Party.”

Before getting his own
show, Browne first guest-hosted
a program in that time slot on
July 19, said Dean.

Made objections

“It proved to be a three-hour
discussion of how a Libertarian
America would improve the life
of each listener. Callers raised
good points, voiced reservations,
and made objections,” he said.

The program is being spon-
sored by the Cigarettes Cheaper!
chain of stores, Investment Rari-
ties, and FE.A.R., an anti-asset
forfeiture organization.

Browne’s show will also be
broadcast live over the Internet.
“The show can be heard by

Power O
One Slgna‘cure

Just

Do you think that our government has gotten too big and

too powerful? Do you think a maze of bureaucrats and

politicians are chipping away at the freedoms Americans used

to take for granted? Do you think the Bill of Rights is being

silently repealed — one precious freedom at a time?

You can help change that by joining

the Libertarian Party! We're the only political

party that is fighting — with 100% of our energy — to lower

taxes, to reduce the size of government, and to defend the Bill

of Rights. With your support — and your proud signature on

this membership form — we can work harder than ever to

build a powerful political force for freedom.

But we need your help to do it.

Make a stand for freedom!
Join the Libertarian Party today!

B Harry Browne: Will pro-
mote “a better understanding
of how Libertarians are trying
to set them free.”

going to the Talk America web
site http://www.TalkAmerica.Net
at the time of the broadcast, and
following the links to hear
RealAudiol,” said Dean.

A list of the radio stations
carrying the broadcast can be
found at http://www.Harry
Browne2000.org.

LP members are encouraged
to call the show at (800) 298-
TALK [298-8255], said Dean.

“Raise questions, offer objec-
tions, argue, whatever,” he said.
“Help keep it lively.”

achieving political or social goals.

Assistance is available
for college LP groups

Campus organizing guru to build student network

ne of the country’s leading

experts on organizing high

school and college groups is
trying to put a Libertarian cam-
pus network into place for the
1998/1999 school year — and
has invited all interested stu-
dents to contact him.

Jim Lark, an adjunct profes-
sor at the University of Virginia
and faculty advisor to The Lib-
erty Coalition student group,
said he wants to “establish an in-
formation channel that provides
campus Libertarians with useful
information” about building the
Libertarian movement.

“I am trying to build a cam-
pus network, and people who
seek advice on campus organiz-
ing are welcome to contact me,”
he said.

Part of his plan, he said, is
also to “develop a program for
training Libertarians in campus
organizing skills. The purpose of
this program is to provide the
resources necessary to complete
the task of building Libertarian
groups at nearly all high schools,
colleges and universities.”

Libertarian Party Membership

0 YEs! Sign me up as a proud, dues-paying
»» member of the Libertarian Party!

" Thave enclosed $25. I'll receive 12 issues of your monthly party newspaper,
LP News, and a Libertarian Party membership card.

The Libertarian Party is the party of principle. To publicly affirm
what we believe—and to ensure that our party never strays from our prin-
ciples—we ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

> I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means of

SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR MIEMBERSHIP

N Subscription

(12 monthly issues).

l Name & Address

U Enclosed is $25. I'd rather not join the party just yet. Instead, please
sign me up for a one-year subscription to the party newspaper, LP News

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE Zip
HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

EMPLOYER

OCCUPATION

Federal law requires political committees to report the name,
mailing address, and occupation and name of employer for each
individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a
calendar year. Political contributions are not tax-deductible.

He’s also willing to simply
serve as a resource for students,
said Lark — answering questions
about “subjects ranging from
how to obtain information from
school administrators about
campus group regulations to pro-
viding names of interesting Lib-
ertarian speakers.”

Campus liaison

Lark has served as a national
campus liaison for the Libertar-
ian Party, and has conducted
three campus organizing cam-
paigns on behalf of the Party.

Students can contact Lark by
phone: (804) 982-5016. E-mail:
liberty@virginia.edu. Mail: The
Liberty Coalition, Box 514,
Newcomb Hall Station, Char-
lottesville, VA 22904.

Beginner’s Introduction

A Liberty
Primer

Send $6.95 (includes postage) to:
SIL, Box 10224
Rochester NY 14610

B Payment

Q To help you in your important
work for liberty, I have enclosed an
additional donation of:

$

Total payment enclosed

$

U Check/money order enclosed.
(No corporate checks, please.)

Or: Please bill my O Visa

O MasterCard.

AcCT. #

EXPIRES

SIGNATURE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT

U 1'd like to support the Libertar-
ian Party on a more regular basis.
Please send me information about
your monthly Pledge Program —
and the benefits for joining.

Please make checks payable to:

LIBERTARIAN
PARTY

2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037

Phone: (202) 333-0008

Fax: (202) 333-0072 _]
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As election season gets closer,

there's no better way to help our
Libertarian candidates than by proudly
displaying an “ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/
VOTE LIBERTARIAN" yard sign.
This sign is printed in bold red,
white, and blue colors, is made of
sturdy foamboard, and measures a

LITERATURE
BUTTONS &

Libertarian Party Literature

M LP Program. 4 pages, blue ink. LP positions on edu-
cation, jobs, political corruption, health care, and crime
— plus solutions. Cost: Sample: $1.00 or $10 for 100

M 1996 Libertarian Party Platform. 24 pages; 2-color
(red & black). “
1996 National Convention) on individual rights, the
economy, taxation, poverty, & other political issues.
Cost: Sample: $1.00 or $50 per 100

B Which Political Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights? Full-
page flyer. 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting outreach
geared specifically for gun owners, explaining our 100%
pro-gun position. Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $7 for 100

B Why Government Doesn’t Work by Harry Browne.
The 1996 Presidential campaign manifesto: Explains
why (and how) government doesn’t work, and why it
will neverwork as well as voluntary solutions. Hardbound,
245 pages. Cost: $11.95 (includes $2 s/h charge)

M LP Fact Sheets: Updated for 1998: 2-page LP history
(political highlights 1971-1997) and comprehensive two-
page bibliography (more than 150 books about liberty!).
Sold as a set. Cost: Sample: 50¢ or $10 for 100

B America’s Libertarian Heritage by David Bergland.

16-page booklet. Concise overview of Libertarian phi-
losophy. Cost: $1 each

Miscellaneous Items

M Libertarian Party stickers. Size: 5/8" x 2-1/8". (Red
and blue.) Text: “Tired of big government & high taxes?
Call the Libertarian Party.” Includes LP 800#. Cost: Four
sheets (96 stickers) for $1. Or 25 sheets (600): $5

B Windbreaker. Blue, with LP logo & party name. Avail-
able in M, L, XL. (Please specify.) Cost: $25 each

B LP Statue of Liberty Logo on PC Disk: 3-1/2 inch
DOS-compatible computer disk. Cost $3 each

B World’s Smallest Political
Quiz cards. Perfect for X

“politically homeless” booths. ”‘Wm
Cost: $1 for 100

Large & Small Banners

B Small Banner. (12" x 5'). White on blue. One line:
“Libertarian Party.” Cost: $25 each

M Large Banner. (18" x 5'). White on blue. First line
“Libertarian Party.” You choose second line: % “800-
682-1776" % “Defenders of Liberty.” Cost: $40 each
Tools for Campaignin

M LP Statue of Liberty Logo master. Camera-ready
sheet, ready for scanning. Cost: $1 each

B Newsprint Ads: “Libertarian Party — Defenders of
Liberty.” Camera-ready print ads. One each of six differ-
ent ads: General, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft, taxes. Plus
additional multi-sized “Lower Taxes/More Freedom"” LP
ads. Cost: $3 for set

M Libertarian TV Ads: A videotape of TV ads by LP
candidates — from State Representative to president.
(Not broadcast quality.) Cost: $20.00 each

Bumperstickers
Cost: $1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100

B ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Back in stock! (Blue & red — big 15“ x 3.25" size)

B Don't Blame Me . . . | Voted Libertarian (Blue &
white; LP address and phone # below.)

M Vote Libertarian/800-682-1776 (Blue & white.)

M I'm Pro-Choice on Everything! (Red, white, & blue.)
Buttons (cost: $1 each or 75¢ for 5 or more)

W Don’t Blame Me, | Voted Libertarian 1-800-682-1776
M Vote Libertarian 1-800-682-1776

M Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything
1-800-682-1776

HOW TO ORDER

By Mail: (And make checks payable to) Libertarian Party
2600 Virginid Ave., NW, Suite 100 » Washington, DC 20037

By Phone: (202) 333-0008 Ext. 221
By Fax: (202) 3330072

Official” party positions (updated at the -

M s This the New Politi-
cal Party You've Been
Looking For? Brochure,
2-color (violet & black).
Introductory brochure;
gives a general, friendly
overview of Libertarian
Party beliefs.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

M LP Special Report.
20 pages, blue & black
ink. Comprehensive in-
troduction to the LP,
stressing the benefits
of a Libertarian society.
Attached membership
form/envelope.

* Cost: Sample $1.00
Or $50 for 100

= Happen
©Fami

M Towards A More Sen-
sible Drug Policy. Bro-
chure, 2-color (blue &
black). Argues that drug
legalization is a sensible
and workable alternative
to the government's dan-
gerous “War on Drugs.”

% Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

M What Happened To
Your Family Budget?
Brochure, 2-color (blue &
black). Looks at how the
government impoverishes
Americans by taking more
in taxes than most families
spend on food, clothing,
and shelter (combined)

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

big 24” x 18" (width/height) — so it can be easily
seen from a distance or by a passing car.

There are lots of uses for the “Enough is
Enough” sign. Proudly display it in your front yard
(you provide your own pole), or place it in the
window of your house. If you're a candidate,
hang it in your campaign headquarters or use it
to decorate the campaign vehicle. Own a small
business? Display it in your store.

With this sign, you can . . .
v/ Help even the odds for our candidates.
¢/ Send a message that millions of voters
can relate to: “Enough is enough!”

v/ Showcase your support
for the Libertarian Party.

Remember: Election
day is just a few months
away. Don’t delay: Order
your yard sign today!

UBERTAR

M Ending the Welfare
State. Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). The LP’s
welfare reform plan, pro-
moting opportunity, work,
and personal responsibility
— instead of failed govern-
ment programs.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

M Making Your Neigh-
borhood Safe Again.
Brochure, 2-color (red &
black). Explains the LP's
five-point crime-control
program that protects civil
liberties — while providing
more resources to fight
real criminals.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

M Equal Rights for
America's Gun Owners.
Brochure, 2-color (orange
& black). Explains the Lib-
ertarian Party's strong pro-
Second Amendment posi-
tion for general audience.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

B Working to Cut Your
Taxes. Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). How the
LP would drastically re-
duce the size and cost of
government by privatizing
government services, abol-
ishing corporate welfare,
and ending income taxes.

* Cost: Sample: 50¢
Or $7 for 100

N T m&mm«mmﬁmxmwmw‘mmnw«mmw%

There is no charge for standard shipping. Allow 3-4 weeks for
delivery. Or: Add $5 for same-day shipping. Call (202) 333-0008
Ext. 221 for instructions on rush deliveries. Minimum order: $5.00

. Orders shipped via UPS; please add 15% for Post Office box de
| liveries. Federal law requires political committees to report the
name, mailing address, occupation, and name of employer for
each individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200
in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible
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H Ready-to-use Literature

Quantity

B B

Amount

s

Why Government Doesn’t Work book
Libertarianism In One Lesson book
Brochure: “Is This/New Political Party?”

i
:
!
]
i
i
i

Brochure: “Ending the Welfare State”
Brochure: “Equal Rights/America’s Gun Owners”
Brochure: “Making Neighborhood Safe Again”
Towards More Sensible Drug Policy”

1T
|

Brochure:™
Brochure:
Brochure: “What Happened/Your Family Budget?”
Flyer: “Political Party/100% Pro-Gun Rights?”
“Tax Day" Flyer: $1,000,000 Bill Literature
2-page LP history/2-page bibliography. (Package.)
World's Smallest Political Quiz
America’s Libertarian Heritage booklet
1996 LP Platform

1995 LP Program

__ Booklet: “Special Report”

d Signs

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/Vote Libertarian
umper Stickers

__ Don't Blame Me...| Voted Libertarian

I'm Pro-Choice on Everything!

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Vote Libertarian/1-800-682-1776

“Working to Cut Your Taxes!"

WO BN NN GURNS WIS SNSS e

j H Buttons

! ______ Don'tBlame Me, | Voted Libertarian

i ____ ______ VOTELIBERTARIAN/800-682-1776
Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything

j B Miscellaneous Items
LP stickers (24 per sheet)
l— __ Lined windbreaker. Circle one: M L XL
___ ______ LpStatueof Liberty logo on 3-1/2* PC dISk
i “Liberty” Teddy Bear: $20 each ¥

j B Tools for Campaigning |,
§ Libertarian TV Ads Video 4
Statue of Liberty logo master

Newsprint ads: “Libertarian Party — Defenders

"z
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§ of Liberty" set of seven.
§ M Large & Small Banners <
" Large: “LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (18°h x S'w) f
8 Please check preferred second line
| Q Defenders of Liberty O 1800682-1776  §
g Small: “LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (12*h x S'w)
i B Total Due
u Merchandise Total :
i
i RUSH handiing: Add $5 for same-day shipping  §
§ RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange ;
§ TOTAL PAYMENT DUE §
§ [ ] Cash, check, or money order enclosed (No corpoate checis) §
I []BillmyVisa [ ] Bill my MasterCard ;
§ At §
! Expires Signature i
l Name §
' Membership ID# [On label] !
I Street l
I City State Zip !
Occupation '

LJ'Oye'
LB 8B N B =B &N =B =% &N § N



PAGE 18 ¢ Libertarian Party News & September 1998

"THEDIRECTOR

A look back at a year of
’gruwth and excitement

reedom requires infinitely more care and devotion than
any other political system.” — Adlai Stevenson
This is my last column to you as National Director. On
September 19, former National Chairman Steve Dasbach
will take those reins, and [ will return to the job that I came to
Washington to do: Working for our candidates as Political Director.
My year as Director has been an exciting time for me, and
for the party. When I was appointed on September 18, 1997,
membership stood at 22,213. We are now 28,687 strong, a 29%

This tremendous membership increase comes from our
Project Archimedes. We have mailed more recruitment letters
in the last year through Archimedes than in all the previous
years of the party combined.

That membership increase has led us to running more
than 900 candidates this year — an all-time record — and we
may top 1,000 candidates by the time filing closes in all states.

And this big increase in candidates has led us to be on the
ballot in more states than ever before in a non-presidential
election year.

All this progress is certainly not
due to my efforts alone. It is largely due to
the time being right: Americans are ready
for our message in a way they have never
been before. It is also due to an improved
division of labor in our staff makeup.
Steve Dasbach coming on board as Na-
tional Director will further refine that di-
vision of talent. I've had a good year, but
Steve’s talents make him the ideal person
for the National Director position.

Of course, the lion’s share of
credit for the Party’s progress belongs to
the members of the Libertarian Party. Our
members are our candidates and campaign workers. Our mem-
bers are the volunteers who collected hundreds of thousands
of petition signatures to put our candidates on the ballot. Our
members are the contributors who fund Project Archimedes.

Our members are the Americans who still give the infinite
care and devotion that the system of freedom requires.

If you are one of our many new party members — or if
you've been with us a while but not taken an active role — I
invite you to step out onto the front lines in the eternal battle
for Liberty. In many states, there’s still an opportunity to run
for office this year. If it’s too late to be a candidate, find out
from your State Chair which campaigns need more help, and
work for a candidate this year to prepare you to run next election.

Our candidates put in countless hours for what can
seem to be a thankless job. They give up sleep, lose wages, miss
time with their families, and don’t get thanked enough. Make
sure that our candidates know that you appreciate the sacrifice
they are making. Thank them with a donation, an offer of vol-
unteer time, or at least a kind personal word of appreciation.

Be a part of that infinite care and devotion that freedom
requires. If you don’t, who will?

The list of people who deserve thanks for helping
make my year as National Director a success is pretty long — it
includes the entire office staff, the LNC, and every member of
the Libertarian Party. But a few people deserve special thanks.
Steve Dasbach, for a decade of vision. Perry Willis, for putting
out the mail that brought in the members. Hugh Butler, for his
always wise counsel. Bill Winter and George Getz, the hardest-
working men in the Libertarian movement. Barbara Goushaw
for her ever-encouraging words. And especially Noelle Stettner,
who puts up with my many long hours away from home, and
puts in many volunteer hours at my side. Thank you all for
helping me do the hard work of freedom.

By Ron
Crickenberger

LP National Director

increase in less than a year, with more members added every day.

Gun rights: Why Libertarians
(and even Gandhi) support them

EDITOR'S NOTE: How can Libertari-
anism solve America’s problems?
Each issue, LP News will showcase
how “Libertarian Solutions” — or
interim steps in a libertarian direc-
tion—can help improve our nation.

By Mark Kawar

well regulated militia, be-
ing necessary to the secu-
rity of a free state, the
right of the people to
keep and bear arms shall not be
infringed.”

The Second Amendment
doesn’t mince words. Our Con-
stitution guarantees that our
government will not deny us our
right to own guns.

But Republican and Demo-
cratic politicians have vastly re-
interpreted this simple sentence.
Laws like the Brady Bill limit
Americans’ access to certain
types of guns,-and impose restric-
tions on gun ownership. In ad-
dition to turning a blind eye to
the Constitution, these laws op-
erate under the false assumption
that limited gun ownership
would make America a safer
place. In fact, the opposite is true.

Although guns have legiti-
mate uses for hunting and
marksmanship, the primary rea-
son that 70 million Americans
own guns is self defense. The
very rich can afford to defend
themselves with private security,
walls around their property, and
electronic security systems. (Co-
incidentally, many of the celeb-
rities in the anti-gun camp fall
into this privileged category).
Not everyone is so fortunate.
Since poor areas often have
higher crime rates, and fewer
police per capita, anti-gun laws
hurt the poor the most.

Personal bodyguards

It is an absolute falsehood
that the police can or will pro-
tect your life, your family’s lives
or your home from criminals.
The job of the police is to inves-
tigate crimes that have already
been committed, and arrest
those responsible. No one in the
government is legally respon-
sible for protecting you, nor can
they be held accountable if you
become a crime victim. The law
is only being realistic. The police
can’t be our personal body-
guards. At best they deter some
criminals and catch some others.

Therefore, every American is
ultimately responsible for his or
her own protection. Many
Americans take this responsibil-
ity seriously, and actively protect

LIBERTARIAN

Solutions

themselves. For example, Ameri-
can women use handguns 416
times a day in defense against
rapists. That is a dozen times
more often than rapists use a gun
in an attack.

Gun control advocates claim
that we would all be safer in a
world without guns. This theory
presupposes that gun prohibi-
tion would get rid of all guns.
According to the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms,
criminals get 37% of their guns

AMERICAN WOMEN
use handguns
416 times a day
in defense
against rapists.

from the black market, and 34%
from robberies and burglaries.
This means that if the govern-
ment were to outlaw guns imme-
diately, nearly three out of four
criminals wouldn’t even notice.
And it is wishful thinking to as-
sume that the remaining 29% of
the criminal population who
currently acquire their guns le-
gally would obey anti-gun laws.

Nor would lives be saved be-
cause of a reduction in gun acci-
dents. A gun in the home is 216
times as likely to be used in de-
fense against a criminal than it
is to cause the death of an inno-
cent victim in that household. In
fact, according to the National
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Libertarian Party:
http://www.Ip.org/

Libertarian Party News:
http://www.lp.org/lpn/

Safety Council, children under
20 are more than 1,450% more
likely to die in a car accident
than a gun accident.

In fact, a country without
guns (if that were possible),
would be an extremely danger-
ous place to live. With no guns,
a criminal would require only
physical size to commit a suc-
cessful murder, rape or robbery.
Children, women, the elderly
and the handicapped would
make the easiest victims — but
in the end, no one’s life or prop-
erty could be truly safe.

Even those people who
would never consider buying a
gun would benetit from fewer
gun control laws. If laws that
prohibit citizens from carrying
concealed weapons were re-
pealed, criminals would be for-
ever stripped of their confidence,
knowing that any victim would
have the possibility to success-
fully resist them.

Logically flawed

Some politicians advocate
restricting only some types of
guns but not others. This argu-
ment is logically flawed. All guns
have the ability to kill — some
simply kill more effectively than
others. To make distinctions be-
tween different types of guns is
ridiculous. Any argument for the
restriction of certain types of
guns could logically extend to
include all guns. In fact, incre-
mental steps leading to a com-
plete ban on the private owner-
ship of guns are the goal of many
gun control groups. Therefore
there are only two ways of look-
ing at the issue: For or against the
private ownership of guns. Lib-
ertarians stand by the former
position for both pragmatic and
philosophical reasons.

Not only is gun ownership a
right in itself, it is the most fun-
damental of all human rights,
because it allows a vigilant popu-
lace to protect the rest of their
rights. The Founding Fathers
understood this when they wrote
the Bill of Rights. Adolf Hitler
understood this when he banned
the private ownership of guns in
Germany in the 1930s.

Even the world’s best known
pacifist understood this. In the
words of Gandhi, “Among the
many misdeeds of the British
rule in India, history will look
upon the Act depriving a whole
nation of Arms, as the blackest.”

If even Gandhi understood
and supported the private own-
ership of guns, shouldn’t Ameri-
cans do likewise?
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Kids and drugs

This is in response to the let-
ter from Patrick Groff in the Au-
gust LP News, who is concerned
that “decriminalization of drug
usage by adults will never gain
the support of a majority of
Americans until the issue
of preventing drug access
by children is resolved.” §

I agree with him, and W
that is why every Republi- §
can and Democrat alike
cites “our children” as their
reason not to even discuss de-
criminalization. I have the per-
fect response I feel he and oth-
ers should give when this issue
comes up.

It seems to have slipped
peoples’ minds that alcohol is
also a drug. In fact, you hear the
phrase “drugs and alcohol” used
continudlly. Alcohol is different,
however, in that it is a legal drug,
even though it kills many
people, innocent and not-so-in-
nocent, every year — in contrast
to many so-called illegal drugs,
many of which have been re-
sponsible for not one single
death on record.

However, since alcohol is a
legal drug, it is regulated, and
although some children do get
their hands on alcohol, the prob-
lem of children buying and us-
ing alcohol is minor compared
to that of the currently illegal
drugs. When is the last time you
saw somebody trying to sell six-
packs out of their raincoat on the
street corner?

My point is that decriminal-
ization of drugs would have
many positive effects for all
people, [including] saving inno-
cent childrens’ lives by getting
the drug trade out of the streets
into the regulated stores where
it belongs.

I admit, nothing is perfect,
and kids do use cigarettes and
alcohol, even though there are
laws against them (maybe because
there are, in some cases). But if
you look at the result of prohibi-
tion of alcohol on society, and
consequently at the results of its
relegalization, then you can see
that the overall effect on chil-
dren and society as a whole has
been altogether positive.

— BARBARA & CHARLES
HUMPHREY, Wagontown,
Pennsylvania

Non-partisan push
I'd like to see a push to get
“bi-partisan” removed from the
public lexicon except for the
times when it really relates to bi-
partisan issues (there are a few).
Most of the time bi-partisan
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OUR CURRENT
TAX CODE

is used when non-partisan is the
correct term.

We should correct the press,
government officials, and every-
one else for using a term that, I
believe, is used to reinforce the
false idea that this is a two-party
country.

— WILLIAM MARK CLIFFORD
Oviedo, Florida

Silver Bullet

The Medical Identification
Number issue that has been in
the news lately is the “Silver Bul-
let” Libertarians need. It is the
perfect breakthrough issue that
can appeal to Americans who are
concerned with personal privacy
and freedom, and those who are
tired of the blood-sucking ways
of the federal government. These
are issues that appeal to a major-
ity of Americans.

By focusing on stopping this
blatant intrusive Socialist step we
will be able to open a dialogue

Abortion and Rights:
Applying Libertarian
Principles Correctly

Send $3.00 to Libertarians for Life
13424 Hathaway Drive, #18
Wheaton MD 20906 ¢ (301) 460-4141
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http://www.cris.com/~bwjass/\fl/

with many who may not be
ready to consider the “War on
Drugs,” handgun and assault
weapon control laws, and other
Libertarian principles with an
open mind. While all our prin-
ciples are important, the Medi-
cal ID issue might just be the key
to getting the majority to con-
sider liberty and personal pri-
vacy as a guiding principle.
This is the issue that can
plant the seed of freedom that
has been missing in mainstream
political thought. The Republi-
cans and Democrats have given
us the tool we've been needing
to end their reign. Let’s pick it
up and use it.
— TRACY WADE
Underwood, lowa

EDITOR’S NOTE: On July 31,
the White House suspended the
plan to mandate a “unique
health identifier” number for all
Americans. See “The Issues” col-
umn on page 9 for the Libertar-
ian Party’s public reaction to that
announcement.

No perfect solution

There are times when [ won-
der whether the Libertarian Party
will survive, when some of our
members are very eager to say
that your rights are your own —
up until a certain point.

Those [Libertarians] who
criticize smokers have a valid
point in objecting to [second-
hand smoke] in their presence,
but let me ask them this: Do any
of you honestly believe that gov-
ernment control will do any-
thing to change this? All they
will do is tax them harder. You'll
still be breathing the second-
hand smoke. Why not appeal to
the tobacco companies to make
a smokeless cigarette, instead?

Then there are those who

think Microsoft should have a-

government leash attached to it.
Monopolies are bad, no argu-
ment. But you expect a political
monopoly, the government, to
stop this? They will merely take
their cut of Bill Gates’ profits and
let him go about producing bad
software. At best, there will be
three or four mini-Microsofts, all
of them over-regulated and
taxed; taxes which will be passed
on to the consumer. Again, no
solution.

One of the reasons I found
Libertarianism appealing in the
first place is because I believed
that its adherents understood
there was no perfect solution;
only that government was-al-
ways the last resort, and often a

See MAILBOX Page 20

THEPULSE

Sox scandals: Shut up, already

ilence. That’s what Libertarian Party members say
they want to hear about the Bill Clinton/Monica
Lewinsky sex-and-lies scandal. At least, that’s the
result of this month’s unscientific “Pulse” survey.

By a more than two-to-one majority, LP News readers
said that the Libertarian Party should not speak out pub-
licly about the so-called “Fornigate” scandal. The final
vote: 57.5% said the party is better off keeping quiet;
27.5% said the party has an obligation to comment pub-
licly; and 15% gave ambiguous or conditional answers.

Ironically, as LP News goes to press, President Clinton
is scheduled to testify before the grand jury in Washington
DC. So, every American is guaranteed to hear more about
this ongoing “he said/she said/the dress shows” soap opera
than they might want to know — no matter how silent the
Libertarian Party remains.

Here’s a representative cross-sample of responses:

B KEEP QUIET: Morality is a personal matter. Suborna-
tion of perjury is a criminal matter. Neither is a political
matter. Continued silence is appropriate.

— STU YOUNG, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

B KEEP QUIET: The LP should not speak out on such
matters, but rather leave the tawdry yellow journalism to
the journalists, and the partisanship to the parties without
principle.

— DAVE ARONSON, Vienna, Virginia

B SPEAK OUT: Such scandals attack the heart of indi-
vidual liberty. Lying and venality by government officials
destroy the trust between citizens and government, and
within the society as a whole on which liberty is based.

— PETER G. CLAYMORE, Fairfax, Virginia

B KEEP QUIET: The LP should stick to its course of
commenting only on matters of principle. Scandals come
and go, but principles endure. Whining about sex scandals
does nothing to distinguish us from the political morass.

— MARIE ANGELL, Houston, Texas

B KEEP QUIET: It’s Hillary Clinton’s problem if her
husband can’t keep his pants zipped up.
— S.E. BENTON, Champaign, Illinois

B SPEAK OUT: The party of principle should speak
against any action by an elected official that may involve
the use of fraud. Fraud defined includes actions of decep-
tion. If President Clinton is deceiving the American
people, then he should be punished.

— SORRELLS DEWOODY, Independence, Kansas

B SPEAK OUT: It isn’tan issue of sex, but one of deceit
and betrayal. By committing adultery, Clinton has deceived
and betrayed his wife to whom he swore to remain faithful
until death. By conspiring to commit perjury, he has
breached the legal system he has taken an oath to uphold.

— KEITH DONAT, Shaker Heights, Ohio

B KEEP QUIET: Let us keep ourselves more dignified
than the other parties by just staying out of it.
— TODD DAVIS, Carrollton, Texas

B KEEP QUIET: The “sex scandals” are smoke screens
to avoid the real issues the LP brings out all the time. The
LP should stick to the real issues of freedom and liberty, un-
der the Constitution.

— BRUCE T. LYTLE, Vancouver, Washington

B KEEP QUIET: I don’t believe the LP should have an
opinion on anyone’s sex life. Why should anyone’s sex life
be a political issue?

— KEN THOMPSON, Ball Ground, Georgia
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failure, even then. Why do some
of us now seem to think that gov-
ernment can be trusted or useful
in these circumstances?

If we continue down this
“make exceptions” road, the day
will come that we will just be
another bunch of Republicans.
Either we protect individual
rights — or we're just like them.

I am a non-smoker and no
fan of Bill Gates. But I know gov-
ernment is more dangerous than
either tobacco or Microsoft. Have
others forgotten?

— JAY MCINTYRE
Colmar, Pennsylvania

Ban nicotine
I've been reading the August
1998 [LP News], and wish to com-

outreach goals in 1998:

booths during 1998.

political rallies, etc.

site now for details.

Awards for
Activists!

The Advocates for Self-Government
wants to recognize and reward
outstanding libertarian activism —
and encourage a lot more of it.

Our new “Lights of Liberty” program
gives award certificates, public

recognition, prizes, discount coupons and more to all
libertarians who accomplish any one of the following

1) Letters: Publish three letters to the editor that use the words
“libertarian” or “libertarianism” in a positive light.

2) Operation Politically Homeless: Take part in three OPH

3) Public speaking: Deliver three speeches to non-libertarian
groups such as service clubs, classrooms, Toastmasters,

Harry Browne endorses
“Lights of Liberty”

“I like the Advocates’ ‘Lights of Liberty’
program . . . I feel strongly that we have to
build name recognition for the words 7libertar-
ian’ and ‘libertarianism’ — by attaching the
words publicly to specific proposals, analyses, and ideas. Lights
of Liberty is an excellent way to further that goal.”

You can be a Light of Liberty! Let’s take libertarianism to
millions with “Lights of Liberty!” Call us or check out our Web

Advocates for Self-Government

B Phone: 800-932-1776 M Web: www.self-gov.org

ALBOA

ment on the issue of smoking.

It’s true that the decision to
smoke is a choice. I started smok-
ing in 1950. At the time, ciga-
rettes were advertised as healthy,
relaxing, and the chic thing.
Most movie stars, most athletes,
politicians, and other role mod-
els smoked. The only drawback I
ever heard was that cigarettes
might stunt your growth.

[ am now 60 years old and
addicted to cigarettes (nicotine).
Having tried to quit and stay quit
since 1974, I assure you [that]
smoking is not a choice once
addiction takes hold.

If we Libertarians truly want
“we the people” to have a choice
in this area, nicotine must be re-
moved from cigarettes, cigars,
and all tobacco. Then and only

then will we have a choice. Gov-
ernment does have a role in this.
— AL HUNT

Weston, Florida

Bad advice from Rush

Rush Limbaugh spoke out
against the Libertarian Party on
June 24. He instructed his audi-
ence not to vote Libertarian and
not to join the LP.

Citing an election [in Colo-
rado] in which the Green Party
won 15% of the votes, he con-
cluded that the Democrats lost
that election because of the
Green Party. Limbaugh also
pointed out that because of the
Libertarian Party, the Democrats
might win over the Republicans
in an election.

The Republican Party makes
many speeches and pledges to
protect individual freedom, but
what separates a freedom-ori-
ented Republican from a Liber-
tarian is that a Libertarian looks
deeper. The Republicans say they
are out to fight big government,
though the government contin-
ues to grow. The Republicans are
in power, yet the government
still regulates how much water
my toilet can use when it flushes.

Seme Republicans would
have us believe that they are try-
ing to fight big government, but
the liberals keep fighting them.
If this was the case, the Republi-
can Congress could put a bill on
Clinton’s desk every other day
for him to veto in front of the
American people. Actions speak
louder than words, and the ac-
tions of Republicans show that

- they are no different from the

tax-and-regulate Democrats.

It will be a good thing if the
Republicans lose a few elections
because of Libertarian interfer-
ence. [If so], perhaps the Repub-
licans will one day be forced to
live up to their promises.

— JASON MILLER
Hudsonville, Michigan

Spectacular
The August issue of LP News
was spectacular. Your intense
group effort is greatly appreci-
ated.
— CHAD RICHARD
Castle Hill, Maine

Impeachment mistake
Although I am no fan of
President Clinton, I fear the del-
egates to the Libertarian Party
National Convention made a se-
rious public-relations mistake by

TAX-GUTTING RESOURCES KIT
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as free tax software, tax-fighting websites,
Anti-IRS groups, etc + entire text of "97
Tax Act! $ave big money on your taxes.
FREE bonus: Year 2000 computer
compliance testing software. Protect
yourself from "Y2K.' Send $4 (S&H) to:
PM Financial Services, Box 1406,
LPN, Hoboken, NJ 07030

Also get free information on business stari-up, financial & tax-reduction strategies.

“THE NATIONAL
convention
delegates’ vote is
not wrong, but
its timing is
atrocious.”

asking the House of Representa-
tives to begin Articles of Im-
peachment against him (“Del-
egates Vote: Impeach Clinton,”
LP News, August 1998).

Imagine for a second you are
anon-Libertarian, know nothing
about the Libertarian Party, and
you see a headline that says “Lib-
ertarians Vote to Impeach Clin-
ton.” Without reading the rest of
the article, what would you
think? If I knew nothing about

the LP and I saw that, without
reading the article, I would prob-
ably think, “Those self-righteous
Libertarians are worse than the
Republicans for trying to trap
Clinton with his pants down.”
One has to read the fine print
before one realizes that our dis-
gust with Clinton is with his
handling of the Constitution
and not with the Oval Office sex
scandals.

The LP National Convention
delegates’ vote is not wrong, but
its timing is atrocious. The
American public is obsessed with
the President’s sexual habits, and
whenever the word “impeach-
ment” is uttered, people auto-
matically tie it to the sex scan-
dal. This creates two problems:
1) the LP is the party of freedom
and privacy, and not of kicking
public servants out of office be-
cause of who they engage in sex
with, and 2) with a public ap-
proval rating of over 60% for the
President, the American public is

“

_THEPULSE

Novembher uuestin: Animal Rights?

‘d rather go naked than wear fur.” Billboards and
advertisements with that slogan — showing languid
models in advanced states of undress — have become
more common over the past several years. Meanwhile,
groups like the People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals (PETA), vegetarians, animal-testing opponents, and
anti-hunting activists call for more laws to protect our
furry friends from human “aggression.” It’s all part of the
animal rights movement, which argues that animals have
“natural rights” that people should not violate.

B QUESTION: Does the Libertarian philosophy have an
opinion about animal rights? If so, what? And should the
LP take an official position on the issue of animal rights?
If so, what? (Limit answers to 100 words, please.)

B DEADLINE: October 5, 1998

October Question: Favorite LP Position?

or every Libertarian who joined the party because

they’re annoyed at the government, there is another

who joined simply because he or she loves liberty.

And for each individual Libertarian, there is usually
one particular aspect of liberty they love the most —
whether it is freedom from taxes; ending “consensual
crimes;” freedom from regulation; an end to Drug Prohi-
bition . . . the list of “hot button” issues for each Libertar-
ian is as varied as Libertarians themselves.

B QUESTION: Which one Libertarian position is most
appealing to you? In other words, which LP platform
plank are you most proud of? Or, which LP position
prompted you to join the party? Or, which LP position do
you brag about to your friends? (Limit answers to 100
words, please.)

B DEADLINE: September 5, 1998

ENTRY GUIDELINES: include your name (and city and state
of residence), please; anonymous answers won't be tallied.
Enter just once per month.

B E-mail: 73163.3063@compuserve.com. (Include “Pulse” -
in subject line.) M Fax: (202) 333-0072 (Attn: The Pulse).

B Mail: Libertarian Party, Attn: LP News/The Pulse, 2600
Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20037




supremely disinterested in who
the President has sex with. The
LP’s vote to impeach Clinton can
do nothing but turn off and turn
away the very non-Libertarian
voters we are trying to attract.
— JIM CHEANEY-
Colo, Iowa

Excellent article

Reprinted in the July 1998
edition of LP News was one of the
best articles I have read in a long
time. Written by Laura Coker-
Garcia, “Ending Drug Prohibi-
tion” was a clearly written and
well-conceived piece of work.

This article did an excellent
job of pointing to the financial
havoc heaped upon our
economy, and the hideous cor-
ruption that drug money breeds.

Statistics show that 76% of
Americans think that the Drug
War has already been lost, so
why does our government con-
tinue to fight? In 1979, there
were 50,000 people in our pris-
ons for drug use, today there are
over 400,000!

The Drug War has turned a
moderate problem into a mon-
ster, a many-headed hydra, and
the monster grows larger by the
day. It is twisting our nation’s
economy to the point where we
have several states with pot as
their #1 cash crop, and the
prison system as the #1 industry.

I believe Ms. Coker-Garcia
has shown us the high ground
from which to [make our case
against big government], as she
provides our rallying cry. “If
there is no victim, there is no
crime. Individuals have the right
to live their lives as they see fit
as long as they don’t harm any-
one else.” And that, ladies and
gentlemen, is what liberty is!

— HOWARD HUTCHENSON
Riverview, Florida

Two-party myth

Some time ago, I was con-
tacted by a local firm that puts
together focus groups for politi-
cal and commercial clients. Since
I'm 48, educated, and make
money, I'm in a hot category,
and have been called back sev-
eral times.

I originally listed myself as a
Libertarian, but [during] a recent
call to see if I qualified for a par-
ticular client’s group, [I was
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asked] to specify whether I was
Republican, Democrat, or inde-
pendent. I gave the standard re-
sponse I give to regular tele-
phone polls: “Your polling prac-
tices perpetuate the myth of a
two-party system, and as a Lib-
ertarian, I refuse to participate
further in this poll.”

The interviewer then volun-
teered that he knew I was a Lib-
ertarian, that the “filter ques-

tion” was dictated by the client.
[He mentioned] that another lib-
ertarian he’d spoken to was dis-
satisfied with the question also,
but opted to answer “indepen-
dent” and thus have a shot at
getting into the focus group.

Maybe there’s a libertarian
pollster out there who has a bet-
ter solution, but it seems to me
that cooperating with polls and
focus groups that offer just two
choices would be like continuing
to vote if the government lim-
ited the ballot the same way —
it just encourages them.
— SCOTT SEMANS

Seattle, Washington
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Archaic mechanism

I read with some concern the
description of our procedures for
modification of the party plat-
form. [“Platform emerges almost
unchanged,” LP News, August
1998] Our party, the “Internet
party,” the party constantly
fighting for greater representa-
tion in the political process lirn-
its, through an archaic mecha-
nism, participation in the modi-
fication of its own platform to
the few who can spare the
money and the time away from
their jobs to attend the annual
convention.

I believe that modifications

to our platform should be made
by all party members, either by
mail or, if security issues can be
worked out, via the Internet, an
option which would probably be
far less expensive and would cer-
tainly be far more progressive.
Using either method, ex-

tremely important changes to
our platform would no longer be
shelved due to the lack of time
to address them at the conven-
tion and a platform based on the
opinions of a far more represen-
tative sample of dues-paying
party members would result.
— WILLIAM BLAIR

Colorado Springs, Colorado

“‘'m from the
government...
I'm here 10 heln you.

........ 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Contact Freedom Law School'

he Freedom Law School (F.L.S.) was founded to assist those
freedom loving and self-responsible people who are committed
to living their lives free of oppressive control and taxation by
governments and their agents and live free, in pursuit of happiness.

By learning about your rights, and the proper procedures that you need to utilize in asserting them, you can
live your life in freedom. This knowledge will empower you to keep the meddlesome government agents out
of your life, and if the pesky government agents insist on harassing you, you will know the proper way to

respond and get the leeches off your back.

freedom lovers in your community, you can make the government a’gents go after the real

Once you become knowledgeable about the law, along with the other knowledgeable
m criminals and leave law-abiding people like yourself alone in peace.

to succeed in these classes and live free. Freedom Law School stands 100% behind its work

m You don’t need to have any kind of previous knowledge or experience in the field of law
and wants you to get the kind of empowering information you are looking for.

Therefore, we offer all of our classes and material with a 100% satisfaction money back guarantee.
If you are not totally satisfied with any of Freedom Law School’s material or classes, just return it to us and
your money will be refunded. Period.

T0 receiue a free audio tape

of “Introduction to the Freedom Law School,’
call Freedom Law School at (714) 838-2896.
Or check us out at www.freedomlaw.org




LP lawyer scores major
asset forfeiture victory

Continued from Page 1
of nominating Liz Macron to the
Supreme Court. Her dedication
to liberty knows no bounds.”
Citing English common law,
the Federalist papers, and a 300-
year-old case in which British
customs officials seized a sailing
ship, the seven-member court
decided that the right to a jury
trial was guaranteed to New Jer-
sey citizens — even in asset for-
feiture cases.

Like sailing ships

“New Jersey colonists in-
sisted on jury trials for the for-
feiture of ships and their con-
tents. Automobile owners are
entitled to the same protection
today,” the court wrote. “The
forfeiture of automobiles today,
like that of sailing ships in ear-
lier times, should be subject to

“THE JURY STANDS
as a shield
between the
individual and
the state.”

the general rule requiring trial by
jury.”

A jury trial is important, the
court stated, because, “Today, as
in the past, the jury often stands
as a shield between the indi-
vidual and the State.”

The state’s attorney general
office blasted the decision, argu-
ing that jury trials would be too
costly and time-consuming —

and foreign trusts.
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and would make it more difficult
to wage the War on Drugs.

But the court dismissed that
argument, holding that “mere
inconvenience [for the state],
however, cannot justify the de-
nial of a constitutional right.”

The court did not rule on the
constitutionality of New Jersey’s
forfeiture laws, which have been
used by the police to seize every-
thing from cars, cash, jewelry,
and real estate.

The stakes were high for New
Jersey law enforcement, which
seized close to $13 million in
property and cash in 1996. Cur-
rently, there are 2,500 pending
forfeiture cases in the state — all
of which now qualify for jury tri-
als, thanks to the new ruling.

McDermott’s case began
three years ago, when police
seized her 1990 Honda Accord
after her son was caught using it
to transport heroin. ;

Despite McDermott’s plea
that she never consented to any
illegal use of her automobile, the
car was confiscated under a state
law that allows police to seize
property — even if the owner is
not convicted of any crime.

1990 Honda Accord

McDermott demanded a jury
trial, but the Superior Court de-
nied her request, and let a single
judge decide the case of “New
Jersey vs. one 1990 Honda Ac-
cord and $420.”

The odd trial name was typi-
cal of property forfeiture cases,
in which the government pros-
ecutes property — instead of in-
dividuals. The legal theory,
which dates back to 18th-cen-
tury English law, holds that ob-
jects can be found guilty of a
crime, and punished through
seizure by the government. Since
property has no Constitutional
rights, no jury trial is needed,
New Jersey prosecutors argued.

A three-judge panel of the
Appellate Division, in a split de-
cision, reversed the trial judge
and landed the case before the
state’s highest court.

“This is exactly why we need
jury trials in forfeiture cases,”
said John Paff, LP member and
secretary of the national organi-
zation Forfeiture Endangers
American Rights (FEAR). “Juries
will bring some level of common
sense to this abomination
known as civil asset forfeiture.”

1800-524-6321

Oklahoma LP members
win registration rights

Continued from Page 3
ran into difficulty trying to reg-
ister before the 1996 election.
“After the party successfully
petitioned to be recognized in
1996, Oklahomans had less than
30 days to register as Libertarian,
and registration forms did not
list the Libertarian Party as a
valid option for voter registra-
tion,” said Clem. “The decision
from the lawsuit is, in part, a
remedy to these problems.”
According to Clem, the
judge’s pro-registration decision
was based largely on the testi-
mony of Winger, a nationally
recognized expert on ballot ac-
cess and voter registration law.
Winger testified that several
states allow voter registration for
“non-recognized” parties. He
also argued that a list of regis-
tered voters is a valuable asset for

a political party — and cited the
LP’s Project Archimedes as an
example of how a party can use
lists of registered voters to recruit
contributing members and build
support.

Most difficult

Unfortunately, the ruling
will not change Oklahoma'’s bal-
lot access laws — which are
“some of the most difficult bal-
lot access requirements in the
nation,” said Clem.

Under state law, a party’s
presidential or gubernatorial
candidate must win 10% of the
vote to be “officially” recognized.

But “while Judge Alley’s de-
cision will not change the ballot
access requirements, it will ease
some of the burden third parties
have in building political sup-
port in Oklahoma,” said Clem.
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M November 6-8, 1998

Fully Informed Jury Association National Convention
(FIJACon 1V) Dallas, Texas. Includes a Continuing Legal Educa-
tion Seminar, academic presentations from America’s top legal
scholars, and activist training and lobbying sessions. For more
information, call: (800) TEL-JURY or (406) 793-5550. E-mail:
LSFIJA@aol.com. World Wide Web: www.fija.org

M November 12-14, 1998

Separation of School & State Annual Conference
(§epCon '98), DoubleTree Hotel, Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Features SS presenters in 25 sessions, including William
Dannemeyer, John Taylor Gatto, and Marshall Fritz. The 1998
Tocqueville Award for Excellence in Advancing Educational
Freedom will be presented to Dr. Charles MacKenzie, former
president of Grove City College. For information, call (209)
292-1776. World Wide Web: www.SepSchool.org.

I December 12-13, 1998

Libertarian National Committee, Inc. Meeting,
(714) 751-8980 Washington, DC. Exact location TBA. Open to all Libertarian
dpbergland@earthlink.com Party members. For information, call Daniel Smith at (202)
LP NEWS 333-0008 Ext. 231.
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Il February 12-15, 1999

California LP Convention, DoubleTree Hotel, San Jose.
Speakers TBA.
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Oklahoma LP Convention, Oklahoma City. Speakers TBA.

M February 20-22, 1999

Mississippi LP Convention, Holiday Inn Coliseum, Biloxi.
Speakers include Harry Browne (1996 LP presidential candidate),
Jim Lark (campus organizing expert), and Elliot Shaw. For infor-
mation, call convention coordinator Jim Smith at (228) 392-
3204. Or write: 7122 Princeton Drive, Biloxi, MS 39532.

B March 19-21, 1999

Pennsylvania LP Convention, Pittsburgh Holiday Inn Air-
port, Pittsburgh. Speakers TBA. For information, contact Chuck
Gilch at (412) 935-4937. E-mail: ckg@usaor.net.

B May 15-16, 1999

Ohio LP Convention, Findlay Inn & Conference Center,
Findlay. Speakers TBA. For information, call Ralph Mullinger at
(419) 425-2702. E-mail: rmullinger@yahoo.com. Or, e-mail
LeRoy Lloyd at lloyd@wcnet.org. :
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Ithough the buoyant economy and a low jobless rate would
seem to present a formidable challenge for anyone advocating
change, this year’s list of independent and third-party candi-
dates is the largest in nearly a half century. Their mere pres-

impeachment action

W PAGE 1 NJ Libertarian
scores victory against
asset forfeiture

mPiit 2 Ballot access
bills: Down but not out

ence is sending a message to Democrats and Republicans that a
sizable slice of the American public remains concerned with their
approach to governing. [Despite the obstacles they face], third
parties could prove to be a force. Thirty years ago, 45% of Ameri-
cans registered as Democrats, 25% as Republicans, and 3% as other.
Today, Democrats are 33%, Republicans are 22%, and independent
voters are 14%. These changing identities translate into increasing
turmoil at the polls. In the 1996 presidential election, almost four
times as many people voted for minor parties than did in 1984.

— SCOTT BALDAUF, Christian Science Monitor, August 4, 1998




