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A warrior for peace

By Mary Ruwart, PhD
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Roger Lee Wrights was fond of saying that l.le was raised
libertarian by a man who wasn’t even familiar Wlth the
word. I first met Lee at a North Carolina Libertarian Party
convention, after a friend of mine pointed him out as the
organizer of that state’s first successful ballot drive.

n ¢reedomfest 07

Lee wasn't a tall man, but clearly a physically powerful
one. In his younger years, he had worked as a bouncer.
Lee would fight if attacked, but was usually able to
verbally convince inebriated patrons to leave quietly.
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by Robin Koerner, Strategy and Communications Advisor

The Libertarian Party at # leertyCOn In deepest blue Seattle, Matt Dubin’s Libertarian campaign
by Wes Benedict, Executive Director to become the District 36 state representative is
groundbreaking.

The Libertarian Party proudly sponsored this year’s Students more. Forum topics included “How to sell liberty i
for Liberty’s LibertyCon, held in Washington D.C. from March  language of the 21st century,” “Organizing a mass {

k)

2-4. Reason magazine’s Editor-at-Large, Nick Gillespie, wrote ~ and “Women and minorities the progressives don’

A successful political insurgency — which any Libertarian
victory for a Washington state office would represent —
must give voice to the deep disaffection many people

in a recent article, “College students and recent grads are you to know. :
. . . feel, and must concern a problem they see being made
especially welcome, but anybody interested in the future of worse by the entire political establishmentRiiT o
‘Free Minds and Free Markets’ should attend. This year saw a decline in attendance as a nor’east LAy L . "o
brought 71-mph winds to the D.C. area, leaving ma3 Senas et dubbeq .There IS.NO Ihe _addresses e
Featured speakers included John Mackey, CEO of Whole hopeful attendees with canceled flights. Despite t POy asIVe TS, L e Scatls _
oo . . . . . that identity politics, the “otherization” of opponents, ’ : . : i
Foods, Steve Forbes, editor-in-chief of Forbes Media, Naomi weather, our team met with hundreds of enthusia B4 ! ; : s el - . .y
« ” ! . and the turning of battles between ideas into battles G B e - A ALY .
Brockwell, producer of “Stossel on Reason,” Susan Herman, young Libertarians. % , ; : ]

between people, have gone too far.

ACLU president, Patrick M. Byrne, CEO of Overstock, and

4

The campaign articulates what many voters are e A . ) yains ke ﬂlustrating how
thinking, but dare not say — even many Democrats — . |
and in so doing, makes it safe for them to tell their truth.
Once enough people have heard a public message that
reflects a deep dissatisfaction with the status quo, and they
begin to respond, the result will feel more like a movement
than a political campaign. Already, many regular
Democrats in Seattle are responding more positively to
“There is No Them” than they have to any other

libertarian message or candidate in recent times.
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What makes this message so powerful is its universalism,

which is a deeply held value in strongly progressive Seattle.

“There is No Them” affirms the deepest part of the world-view

of thousands of liberal Seattleites. With that hook, Matt and his
team are able to present powerful examples of successful
liberty-based solutions and policies around the issues of greatest
concern to Seattleites today. These examples are not hypothetical nor
abstract. Like the Block Project for unsheltered people, or Law
Enforcement-Assisted Diversion (LEAD) for those struggling with
addiction, they have already been shown to outperform government
in improving human well-being in our city. As we know, that is what
liberty does.
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g Nick Veser of Liberty Link Media Group, a company specializing in
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producing videos for libertarian candidates and events, has said, “Matt Dubin’s
‘There is No Them’ campaign in Seattle represents some of the most effective
libertarian messaging I've ever encountered.”

Keep apprised of the impact of Matt’s work by visiting his campaign website,
TherelsNoThem.us, and find out more about their plans to make this the most
groundbreaking Libertarian campaign in recent memory!
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