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This year, the Libertarian Party got unprecedented traction 

at FreedomFest. I was invited to participate on three panels. 

Two were on the main stage and one was a gun control 

debate with Dr. Michael Shermer. LNC alternate and candi-

date for governor of New York, Larry Sharpe, also moderat-

ed a panel focused on what we need to do to succeed in 2018 

and 2020.

Staff and I met with donors and activists from around the 

country and raised over $36,000 over the course of the 

weekend. We are grateful for the strong support of these 

donors and activists.

Indeed, I think we are turning a corner in our history.

As I told CNN, I have to give thanks to Donald Trump and 

the Republican Party. Their success in getting control of 

government and then showing that they can't do anything 

once they have that control has been a better argument for 

joining the Libertarian Party than anything I could say.

We always enjoy meeting party members and seeing old 

friends at this event. 

Save the date!

2018 FreedomFest
July 11-14

Paris Hotel Las Vegas

FreedomFest 2017 Wrap-up
By Nicholas J. Sarwark, LNC Chairman LP
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After several years on staff at Libertarian Party Headquarters, 

Carla Howell has left her post as Political Director to pursue 

new opportunities.
Executive Director, Wes Benedict, says, "Carla was especially 

professional and a pleasure to work with. She worked long 

hours throughout the week, and worked most weekends as 

well. She did a great job training Libertarian candidates to skip 

long-winded personal stories and to avoid vague 'reform' 

proposals. Instead, Carla trained Libertarians to use precious 

sound-bite opportunities to propose specific government cuts 

and to emphasize how those government reductions would 

improve lives."

On her last day in the office, Wes gave Carla this plaque as a 

token of the Party's appreciation for her work and dedication.
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Roger Lee Wrights was fond of saying that he was raised 

libertarian by a man who wasn’t even familiar with the 

word. I first met Lee at a North Carolina Libertarian Party 

convention, after a friend of mine pointed him out as the 

organizer of that state’s first successful ballot drive.

Lee wasn’t a tall man, but clearly a physically powerful 

one. In his younger years, he had worked as a bouncer. 

Lee would fight if attacked, but was usually able to 

verbally convince inebriated patrons to leave quietly.  

Lee gave off the aura of a fearless warrior, but he strongly 

preferred peace.

Lee learned about the devastation caused by war during his 

years as an Air Force medic. He saw, not only the physical 

damage that war brought to our soldiers, but the 

psychological and emotional damage as well. He felt that 

those who were willing to lay down their lives---and mental 

health---for us should only be asked to do so in a war of 

true defense.

Lee entered the race for the 2012 Libertarian Party (LP) 

presidential nomination after serving as my campaign 

manager for the same position in 2008. He did so to provoke 

discussion at the convention to “Stop All War.” Although he 

was defeated by Gary Johnson in his bid for the LP 

nomination, Lee believed he had achieved his goal of 

showing the American people that Libertarians preferred 

peace to unending preemptive wars. His campaign started 

the Million Vote March, which took pledges from voters to 

cast their ballots for the LP candidate--- even after Lee lost 

his bid for the LP nomination. For the first time in the 

history of the Party, that goal was reached.

Throughout his campaign, Lee pointed out that a whole 

generation of young people---including his 3 

grandchildren---had never known a time when their country was 

not at war. During his campaign, Lee pledged to make his first act as president a declaration of peace.

Lee strongly believed that if libertarians wanted to make a 

difference, we had to be different. He believed our biggest 

strength, as a Party, was to be true to the non-aggression 

principle (the NAP), even when those positions were 

unpopular with voters. He believed if we won hearts and 

minds, the votes would follow. He was fearless in answering 

the tough questions libertarians are often asked.

Although he inspired people of all ages to embrace the 

libertarian ideal, he was most popular among young people 

all over the world. The next generation is always trying to 

understand the world and their role in it. They were drawn 

to Lee’s down-to-earth rendition of the NAP and his 

consistent support of it.

If Lee could speak to us now, I believe he would counsel us 

not to be afraid to be different. After all, being different, in 

his mind, was a prerequisite to making a difference.

A warrior for peace
By Mary Ruwart, PhD

Image compliments of Kanard Azul

June 1958 - May 2017

I was raised libertarian by a man who 

wasn’t even familiar with the word.
- Roger Lee Wrights
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Party of Washington

The Latest from Washington

By Jess Mears, LNC Development Coordinator

Joseph Stallcop, NH 

Caleb Dyer, NH

On August 1, 2017, Michelle Darnell of Washington State 

made history as the first Libertarian to get through the 

top-two primary election against two establishment-party 

candidates since the system was implemented in 2008. In a 

State Senate special-election primary between a Democrat 

(appointed incumbent Patty Kuderer), a Democrat- 

Independent (Richard Knierim) and a Libertarian (Darnell), 

Darnell came in second place with 26% of the vote. The 

seat was recently vacated by Cyrus Habib (D) when he 

was elected to the position of Lieutenant Governor 

of Washington.  

In 2016, Darnell ran for State Representative against Sen. 

Kuderer and secured 29% of the vote as a Libertarian.

If Michelle Darnell prevails in the general election, she 

will be the first Liberation elected to the Washington 

State Senate and will hold the tie breaking seat in a 

tied-up Senate. The Democratics control the Washington 

House of Representatives and the Governor’s Office. Some 

say Michelle may be the firewall against a statewide income 

tax in Washington.

Michelle is also the current chair and founder of the newly 

formed King County Libertarian Party. King County is the 

14th largest county in the country and Michelle says “As 

King County goes, so goes the state of Washington.”

Michelle was recently endorsed by Libertarian Candidate 

for Governor of New York, Larry Sharpe, and she works 

very hard to increase the exposure of the Libertarian 

message, reaching voters in her legislative District and 

State. She says, "Libertarian candidates face significant 

hurdles with our top-two primary system in Washington. We 

are underfunded and lack the party apparatus usually 

necessary to pull off such a win. But thanks to my supporters 

and volunteers, we pulled off an historic win. We showed that it can be done. I had only 15% of the 

What’s going on?

All kinds of great stuff!

funds that my primary opponent. Now we focus on closing the 

gap to win the general election, November 7th."  

The four primary issues addressed by her campaign are: 

blocking an income tax or capital gains tax; empowering 

parents, teachers and students through increased choice; 

improving transportation; and addressing the housing crisis 

in her district.

Michelle Darnell: The FIRST Libertarian to Cut Through Top-Two!
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Several years ago, the Libertarian Party began work to 
purchase an office. Rent in the DC area is extremely high 
and purchasing an office was sure to save valuable 
resources and to build equity. In 2014, the Libertarian Party 
purchased a modest but nice 3-story building in Alexandria, 
VA, on the outskirts of Washington, DC. The Party named 
the building in honor of our founder, David F. Nolan.

Last month, Dr. George A Zsidisin sponsored the the final 
room in the David F. Nolan Memorial Building.

As of October 2017, we have paid off over 71% of the building 
and 50% of the mortgage! We extend our heartfelt thanks 
to all those who have already contributed to this cause! We 
still owe approximately $240,000.

“It is both an honor and pleasure to provide a donation for 
sponsoring a room at the new Libertarian Party National 
Headquarters. The work of Libertarians and the 
Libertarian Party at the National, State, and Local levels 
is instrumental in providing a path towards securing 
individual liberties and self-governance. This donation is 
but one of many contributions and investments we are 
making as a Party to attain those goals.

The name of the room, specifically “Room for Liberty,” has 
a double meaning. First, it is a room in support of liberty, 
where the intention is to help serve as a reminder for us 
the purpose of the Libertarian Party in supporting liberty 
and freedom. A second meaning is associated with the 
goal of attaining liberty being a never-ending journey. As 
long as it does not impinge on others, I believe you cannot 
have too much liberty. Therefore, there is always “room 
for liberty” in the way we govern ourselves as a nation.

I have also requested a quote to be placed in the room, 
which is “Liberty is the foundation of prosperity.” Large 
government saps the wealth from its people, taking away 

Dr. George A. Zsidisin Room for Liberty
“Liberty is the foundation of prosperity”

Update: David F. Nolan
Memorial Building Fund

LP

Dr. George A Zsidisin

both their resources in the form of taxes and motivation 
for improving their own lives. Liberty is absolutely 
essential for individuals and organizations to pursue 
opportunities for creating wealth by providing goods and 
services in a competitive marketplace. Competition is the 
fuel driving individuals and organizations to constantly 
improve processes and meet customer needs in order to 
survive. Competition, in the long term, provides the 
populous of a nation choices, where their ‘vote’ is cast 
when buying that good or service. It is this freedom, this 
liberty of individual choices that provides a positive 
feedback loop for growing both individual and collective 
wealth – not the monopolies of government.

I am proud to be a Libertarian, and honored to provide 
this donation in support of our efforts in securing liberty 
and freedom in our great county. I look forward to 
continuing working with you in supporting Libertarian 
candidates being elected to office and spreading our 
message of freedom and small government.”
              
    - Dr. George A. Zsidisin
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The Convention Oversight Committee is excited to 

announce Amaryllis Fox as the keynote speaker for 

the 2018 Libertarian National Convention. The 
convention will be held in New Orleans, Louisiana, 

from June 30 to July 3.
Fox is a former CIA operative and will speak on 
“Freedom as Foreign Policy.” 

She advocates for restraint in foreign military 
intervention and for promotion of equality, 
entrepreneurship, and empowerment at home and 

overseas. Her videos on dialogue and nonviolence 

have been viewed more than 120 million times 
online. “A Field Between,” the recent CNN film 
about her reconciliation work in Iraq, was awarded 

the 2017 VOWSS award for best film direction at 
Cannes Lions.

Fox has covered current events and provided 
analysis for CNN, National Geographic, al Jazeera, 

BBC, and other global news outlets. Her nonprofit 

organization, Operation Zoë, sends military 
veterans on humanitarian and entrepreneurship 
missions in former combat theaters, such as Iraq 

and Afghanistan. She is the co-host of History 
Channel series American Ripper and lives in 
California with her daughter, Zoë.

Amaryllis Fox Selectedas the Keynote Speakerfor the 2018 Libertarian National Convention!

LP

June 30 to July 3

LIBERTARIAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

I ’m THAT Libertarian!Find more information about the 
2018 Libertarian National Convention 

and purchase packages online at LibertarianConvention.org

LP
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Libertarians Share New Year Wishes

Do no harm!
— Terry Reiber, Massachusetts

I wish that more people will open 

their eyes to libertarianism and 

then join us in the fight to break 

down the duopoly. 
— Heather Gwynn, Connecticut

I wish for the champion of liberty 

‘Champ Wallace’ to get better! *
 — Dale Kerns, Pennsylvania 

*Matt “Champ” Wallace ran for Delaware County Sheriff (PA) in 2017 and has 
recently fallen into a coma from influenza and pneumonia. Dale Kerns launched a 
GoFundMe campaign to raise money to help cover the family’s medical expenses.

I wish to see Libertarians of all flavors, colors, shapes, and varieties be more civil to each other, and 
make a valiant effort to work together to take down 
the two party system and make all new members of 
the party feel welcome in 2018. — Brandi Hicks, Florida

I would like for us to pull together as a team, 

gain Ballot Access nationwide, and become 

the force that destroys the Duopoly!

— Chris Silver, Tennessee

I wish for more Americans to vote Libertarian than ever before in 2018! 
— Jess Mears, Florida

A libertarian precinct captain in 

place for each precinct in the major 

metropolitan areas of Florida, who’s 

well trained to recruit others to join 

the cause and volunteer.

 — Ronald Rollins, Florida

My LP wish is for a high 

profile LP member to be 

elected this year. 

— Stephen Griffin, Mississippi

I wish for an awesome 

2018 Libertarian National 

Convention! 
— Denise Luckey, Texas
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Meet Roger Barris. Roger, a Lifetime Member of the 

Libertarian Party, was raised in Michigan and realized 

he was a Libertarian after reading a copy of David 

Friedman’s The Machinery of Freedom. He recalls being 

17 years old and experiencing an overnight conversion 

to the libertarian way of looking at the world.  With an early interest in libertarianism, it is no surprise 

Roger decided to study economics and finance. His 

career in the financial industry included serving in 

senior positions at various banks, including Goldman 

Sachs, Deutsche Bank, and Merrill Lynch, as well as 

founding his own firm. He eventually moved to Europe 

and lived there from 1990 until late 2017.  Roger retired from finance in 2015 and began to make 

plans to return to the United States, deciding that 

Colorado would be the best fit for him. Just a few weeks 

after moving to Colorado, Roger reached out to the 

Libertarian Party of Colorado. He was soon appointed to 

the state convention planning committee and now is 

hard at work planning the LP Colorado convention that 

will be held in March.
Roger ran for the Michigan House of Representatives in 

1982 as a Libertarian, receiving 1.1 percent of the vote. 

He enjoyed serving as a candidate and would like to run 

again someday.  
He says, “The Democrats and Republicans are both 

wrong, but in different ways — we have to end the 

duopoly.” He is very pleased about Aubrey Dunn’s having 

switched his voter registration to Libertarian. Dunn is 

the current New Mexico Land Commissioner and is now 

the highest-ranking elected Libertarian. Roger says, “We 

should be looking for more people like libertarian-minded 

Republicans who just don’t feel at home anymore in the 

party of Donald Trump.”
Roger is excited to be back in the States and spreading 

the message of liberty in Colorado. He has plans to 

announce a bid for US Congress if nominated by the 

state party at their convention. He plans to focus on 

presenting the message of libertarianism in a manner 

that is digestible for voters. He says, “we have to realize 

that when we are out trying to win offices, we are not 

talking to Libertarians anymore… people that do not 

necessarily share our ideological commitments, who are 

typically looking for practical solutions compared to 

ideological ones. We have to tell them how the 
Libertarian Party is not only ideologically correct, but 

also practically correct.” Roger plans to run a campaign 

on showing people that Libertarian solutions actually 

work and to persuade voters that it is worthwhile to 

vote for a Libertarian candidate.Roger looks forward to meeting many Libertarians at 

the 2018 Libertarian National Convention in New 

Orleans from June 30-July 3, 2018.

Lifetime Member Spotlight: Roger Barris
LP

By Jess Mears, Development Manager

Thank you, Roger, for your active support
of the Libertarian Party as a volunteer,
candidate, and Lifetime Member! 
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LP
2018 National Convention

Speaker:  Dr. Howard Wetsman

By Jess Mears, Development Manager

The 2018 Libertarian National Convention Committee 

is proud to announce Dr. Howard Wetsman as a 

featured speaker at the upcoming convention. Dr. 

Wetsman is an addiction psychiatrist from New 

Orleans and a Lifetime Member of the LP. 

 
Dr. Wetsman studies the genetics and neurobiology of 

addiction and seeks to end addiction in America in 

our lifetimes. 

When asked how he became interested in the 

Libertarian Party, he says, “I became a member of the 

Libertarian Party after experiencing both major 

parties’ failure to put my liberty first. There are many 

aspects of policy in which I identify with one of the 

major parties or the other, but their core is about 

coercive power. Neither understands our economy as 

a natural expression of the individual decisions of 

millions of Americans and billions throughout the 

world. Neither understands that the rights of 

Americans are natural, and not government derived. 

Neither understands the proper role of government 

as the protector of those rights. I came to understand 

that no matter how well either of them was 

positioned with regard to a particular policy, they 

could not produce success without proper principles.”

Dr. Wetsman‘s expertise extends beyond addiction 

and medicine.  At the convention, he will speak on, 

“Why America Doesn’t Trust Libertarians to Govern.” 

He identifies three main reasons: ignorance, 

over-simplification, and bad communication. He 

thinks that focusing on solving these problems will 

help voters trust and vote for the Libertarian Party. 

He said, “Americans are afraid of us. They hear only 

what we’ll tear down, and that is not a hopeful 

message. We need to say what we’ll build.”  

Join us at the 2018 National Convention to hear more 

from Dr. Wetsman and many other featured speakers. 

Visit libertarianconvention.org for more information.

LIBERTARIAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

I ’m THAT Libertari
an!
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Photo courtesy of Martin Moulton

The Libertarian Party at #LibertyConLP by Wes Benedict, Executive Director

more. Forum topics included “How to sell liberty in the 
language of the 21st century,” “Organizing a mass uprising,” 
and “Women and minorities the progressives don’t want 
you to know.”

This year saw a decline in attendance as a nor’easter 
brought 71-mph winds to the D.C. area, leaving many 
hopeful attendees with canceled flights. Despite the 
weather, our team met with hundreds of enthusiastic 
young Libertarians.

The Libertarian Party proudly sponsored this year’s Students 
for Liberty’s LibertyCon, held in Washington D.C. from March 
2-4. Reason magazine’s Editor-at-Large, Nick Gillespie, wrote 
in a recent article, “College students and recent grads are 
especially welcome, but anybody interested in the future of 
‘Free Minds and Free Markets’ should attend.”  

Featured speakers included John Mackey, CEO of Whole 
Foods, Steve Forbes, editor-in-chief of Forbes Media, Naomi 
Brockwell, producer of “Stossel on Reason,” Susan Herman, 
ACLU president, Patrick M. Byrne, CEO of Overstock, and 

In deepest blue Seattle, Matt Dubin’s Libertarian campaign 
to become the District 36 state representative is 
groundbreaking. 

A successful political insurgency — which any Libertarian 
victory for a Washington state office would represent — 
must give voice to the deep disaffection many people 
feel, and must concern a problem they see being made 
worse by the entire political establishment. Dubin’s 
campaign, dubbed “There is No Them,” addresses the 
pervasive sense, rising even in progressive Seattle, 
that identity politics, the “otherization” of opponents, 
and the turning of battles between ideas into battles 
between people, have gone too far.

The campaign articulates what many voters are 
thinking, but dare not say — even many Democrats — 
and in so doing, makes it safe for them to tell their truth. 
Once enough people have heard a public message that 
reflects a deep dissatisfaction with the status quo, and they 
begin to respond, the result will feel more like a movement 
than a political campaign. Already, many regular 
Democrats in Seattle are responding more positively to 
“There is No Them” than they have to any other 
libertarian message or candidate in recent times. 
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Candidate 
Feature: LP

by Robin Koerner, Strategy and Communications Advisor

What makes this message so powerful is its universalism, 
which is a deeply held value in strongly progressive Seattle. 
“There is No Them” affirms the deepest part of the world-view 
of thousands of liberal Seattleites. With that hook, Matt and his 
team are able to present powerful examples of successful 
liberty-based solutions and policies around the issues of greatest 
concern to Seattleites today. These examples are not hypothetical nor 
abstract. Like the Block Project for unsheltered people, or Law 
Enforcement-Assisted Diversion (LEAD) for those struggling with 
addiction, they have already been shown to outperform government 
in improving human well-being in our city. As we know, that is what 
liberty does. 

Nick Veser of Liberty Link Media Group, a company specializing in 
producing videos for libertarian candidates and events, has said, “Matt Dubin’s 
‘There is No Them’ campaign in Seattle represents some of the most effective 
libertarian messaging I’ve ever encountered.” 

Keep apprised of the impact of Matt’s work by visiting his campaign website, 
ThereIsNoThem.us, and find out more about their plans to make this the most 
groundbreaking Libertarian campaign in recent memory!

Matt Dubin LIBERTY PLEDGE
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To move the needle in the direction of liberty, Libertarians need friends—

outside our movement—who will work with us.Why would we want to work with members of the duopoly? They’re corrupt, 

unprincipled, and just generally awful, right? One reason: there are many 

more of them—both Republicans and Democrats—than there are of us.
Here are stories from my time in the Nebraska state senate, illustrating how 

Republicans, Democrats, and yes, Libertarians, can together achieve good 

policy goals—against the odds.
In the 1990s, Nebraska switched its long-standing death 

penalty from the electric chair to lethal injection. 
The state hasn’t been able to procure the drugs 
needed, and hasn’t executed anyone since. 
When I campaigned, I was asked for my 
views only once.

Well, what should come to the judiciary 
committee (JC) where I was serving, but 
a death-penalty repeal bill. A group of 
us more conservative types joined forces with the more progressive types. 

Groups including Conservatives Concerned About the Death Penalty and ACLU-Nebraska collaborated with senators from across the spectrum. 
Not only did we move the bill out of committee, we enacted it into law, and overrode a gubernatorial veto.

It’s rare to see disparate groups come to the same conclusion, for different reasons. But when you do, it’s almost always because someone with libertarian leanings is helping to bridge the gap.

A way forward for LibertariansLibertarian Senator Laura Ebke of Nebraska was a featured speaker at the 2018 Libertarian 

Party of Texas convention. This article draws from her speech, delivered on April 12.
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