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Edi tor's note:
When I decided to publish Marshall

Danenburg's commentary in the July fssue of
the South Carol i na Li bertari an, i real i zed--..-=_--that-I might be opening a can of worms. Myprediction proved to be correct, for shortly
thereafter I received commentaries on the
June 11 S.C.L.P. Convention from two other
individuals who urged me to publish their
views.

My original plan was for the next issueof the newsletter to be published in early
October, for I have some articles which witt
be of interest both to libertarians and,
lrop*fu11y, potential libertarians who stop
by our booth at the S,C. State Fair. How-
ever, I have decided to publish this spe-cial edition of the South Carolina Liber-
tari an i n order to aTF-ffieliews of-tEe-
I nO'ti vlAual s who sent me thei r commentari es ,
and to air my own views. Since this issue
deals wfth intra-party debate, and since
many names are mentioned, this issue is not
being sent to new prospects, Iibraries,
newspapers, or broadcasting stations.

With this issue of the newsletter, the
can of worms will be closed, at least for
awhile. I ask those readers who dislike
personal attacks to be patient. The Oct-
ober issue will, ds planned, have articles
on various subjects and will avoid intra-
party debate. Any individuals who would
I i ke to make addi tional comments about the
1983 S.C.L.P. Convention should write to
the i ndi vi dual s i nvol ved . Letters may be
sent to ffi€, and I will forward them to the
appropri ate persons .

S.C.L.P. member Daniel Hoertt is a delegate
to the Ltbertar"Lan paz,tu presidenti.al wbnrtna-
ting Conuention this yu"oo. He is also a.
member of Libertaylan fnternational.

THE CAPITAL INI{ PUTSCH

by Daniel Hoertt

A disturbing series of events unfolded at the 1983 con-
vention of the South Carc,jina Libertarian Party. Apparently
the dark clouds had been gathering for some months but only
reached storm proportions on June 11. This article will , i
hope, make clear the seriousness of this situation and its
potentially disasrrous consequences if this attempt at a new
direction for the SCLP'is not aborted.

At issue was a clash of ideas, and the battleground
was the state p'latform. Essentia)1y, what occurred rras a
concerted and flagrant attempt to transfonn.the platform
i nto a wi shy-washy, vague, and, i n snme cases, antj -l i ber-
tari an document. Had 'it succeeded, the resul t wou'ld have
been an embarrassment to any libertarian and an insult to
those rho consider the LP the party of principle.

I{hat I i bertari an woul d look away i n di sg'race when con-
fronted by soneone inquiring about his position on drugs,
or prost'itution, or abortion, or pornographyr or gay rights?
Yet, a number of delegates, lead by a newcomer to the SCLp,
Dean Allen, would apparently not on'ly blush but speak out
against freedom of choice in these areas. Had these people
had their way, all references to the,,difficult', issues
would have been purged from the piatform. I'lot to worry,
though. In their stead would have emerged statements of
support for a strong national defense, backed by increased
mi li tary expendi tures.

l{ow, what were the motives of these individuals? Two
interpretations are possib'le. The first is that these
misgufded individuals are essentially Iibertarians who have
accepted in principle the right of individuals to Iead their
Jives in any manner they choose. Their anxiety f'lows from
their personal distaste for some of the choice! that peopre
would inevitably make, if free to do so. To defend perso-
naj choice, as they see it, ts to sanction the choices made.
Thus it was no surprise to see Allen stand up and sanctimo-
niously declare "I personal'ly think that people who smoke
marijuana are perverts."

(continued on page 2)
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PUTS CH

(continued from page 1)

The second possible explanation for this seemingly odd
behavior on the part of "libertarians" is that these peopje
are not'libertarian at alll Their goal is not a free
society but on1y freedom from excessive taxation. The

enemy is not oppressive government but oPpressive taxation-
This second explanation seems more plausible to me.

Judging by some of the questions and corments from the
floor ilone, one would have to ccnclude that this faction
ras sorely Iacking in basic libertarian theory. One indfvi-
dual found absurd tle suggestion that anyone but the State
ras capable of constructing and maintaining a road- AI'l
appeared frightened of the idea that children have the same

rights as adults. ilot to rnention all the pious talk one
ras subiected to when the topic turned to drugs' pornogra-
phy, etc.

Then if it be the case that there h,as not a libertar-
ian in the Uunch, what in the world were these people doing
as delegates to a state convention of the Libertarian Party?
As I sei ft, this lunacy was orchestrated by Dean A1len to
change the SC!-P's image from that of a radical party of
priniiple to a party of the radicai right. And how might
thi s De accompl j shed? I'lel I , one coul d try persuadi ng non-
Iibertar.ians to hop on his anti-tax bandwagon and come to
the convention as delegates in order to sweep away a1'l

references to ci vi j I i berties i n the pi atform. Thi s ex-
plains the presence of individuals with litt'le or no grasp
of 'libertarian theory and whose only contribution was to
vo te as a b'loc wi t h A1 I en as thei r s po kesman .

But nhy go to all the trouble of changing a platform
which few peop1e see any*ay? S'ince Al len made clear his
intention of runnjng for office again as a Libertarian, he

Hants to insure that the med'ia do not confront him dufling
hi s campai gn r*i th a radi cal I i bertari en p'l atform to defend.
He has no interest in the "di ffi cuJt'' j;iues. His strategy
is to preach tax reduction and to turn s deaf ear to any

tal k of ci vi t I i bert'i es. Li bertari ans shoul d not make di s-
tinctions between one kind of state oppression and another.
t{e did not choose the issues. The Statt has done thjs for
us. If a Libertarian candidate is not prepared to speak in
defense of liberty rherever and whenever possible, then he

is in the wrong party. Libertarians, first and foremost,
hold oear the principle that individuals snould be free to
make choices in the conduct of their iives. Libertarian
candidates, therefore, should be willing to march against
all violations of freedom and able to counter every act of
aggression *ith a reasoned and principled argument for
individual freedom.

Fortunately for a1l libertarians, Allen and his gang

were narrorly outnumbered, and most of their amendments

and deletioni to the platform were defeated. But he has

sworn to return next year rith at least 200 new mmbers'
one can anticipate renewed attempts to overhau'l the plat-
form and even capture the party leadersnip. Hopefully, the
SCLP wi'11 continue to grow and attract new 'libertarians and

libertar.ian candidates who are not afraid to stand up and

argue rationally for Iiberty for every person, in every
situation, at anY tinre.

Dean Al,Len, Sr. uq.s the Libettav'Lan can&Ldate

for tl. S . Congtess in Texas | ?th D|stt'ict i'n
l"gBZ anC aas a member of the L983 ^9. 

C. L.P.
Platform Corunt ttee. He is a member of the
S.C.L.P. E*ecutiue Corrunittee and an arlnouneed
candLdate for the [J.5. Senate in 7984.

S.C.L.P. CONVENTION

A PERSONAL COMI{ENT

by Dean A1len, Sr.

Some good news and some bad news came out of the
recent state convention. The gcod news is that my organ-
ization has almost doubled the number of L.P. activists in
the Iast 90 days and we have made substantial improvements
in the Party Platform.

The pervert faction is in error if they think u,e came
only to vote on a p'latform. LJe came to build a partJ, to
run for office, to win elections, and to dismant,le the
soci al i st wel fare state !

The "platform committee" was disorganiied, insulting,
catered to a handfu1 of perverts , and hard'iy has any cl ai m

to define pure Libertarianism.
I have been accused of packing a convent'ion! I guess

it looks that way to folks who cou'ldn't muster two dozen
people after eight years of "organizing"! I understand
there were 16 people at the convention last year. I pro-
rnise to quit the party any year that I do not recruit more
than 16 new people!

As for ethics, the pervert faction tried every parlia-
mentary maneuver in the book, whined, comp'lained, and tried
to table the who'le p'latform uhen they could not persuade a
ma jori ty to go a1ong. Real pri nci pl e, ri ght ? [,lhi ne , moar': ,
and sul k. . .a real ci ass act.

Finally, I take exception to lilr. Danenburg calling me

an opportunist. I received 2,500 votes in 1982 in a Con-
gressiona'l district where Ed Clark got 147 votes in 1980.
In 1980 I was the Republican candidate for Congress and
could have had the GOP nomination for the asking. I chose
to run as a Libertarian because of principie. An oppor-
tuni st' nou'l d have remai ned i n the G0P .

If you cannot convince the new members of the L.P. to
support pervert positions, how do you hope to persuade a

majority of the electorate? 0h yeah, the Chairman of the
Platform Committee didn't impress the ladies present (or
anyone else) with his unnecessary use of (F+**1 four letter
words,

t urI rt un
fitt Er rt lrn5
0tuh

RouEe 10, Box 52
Florence, SC 29501

hle harre E€r.KS on FF.gEDOltr sorrE rirtually
uno.btajna.b-Le eiserhere, at prices t.ltat
are hard to beat. Enrich your mlnd, and
your liDrargl ffenrbersfiip free.

T LEr
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EDITOR'S COMMENTS

I am not entire'ly certain wnat Mr- Allen means by

"pervert faction"" but accord'ing to the way he uses the
term, it is cJear that I am a member of th'is distinguished
group" Since the Platform Comm'ittee is accused of having
ncatered to a handful of perver*us", and s'ince I put nrcre

time and effort jntc formulating the committee's proposal
than anyone else, then I assume that I'm tire ringleader of
this "handful of perverts'" It aIso Seems that this
illustrious group includes other members of the Platform
committee - my wife Jan, s.c.L.P. chairman steve Kreisman,
S.C.L.P. Vj ce-Chai rman and P'iatform Comm'ittee Chai rman

Steve Vandervel de , Shel l y Vandervel de , and Di ck I'li nche'l I '
i ituo assume thai t'lr. Ai]en intends for the term "pervert"
to refer to former 5.C.L.P. Chairman I'larshall Danenburg,
former 5.C.L.P. Chairman Tom t'Ja'ldenfels, S-C-L.P. Secre-
tary John Harl I ee, R'i chl and County chai rman Bi I I Brooks,
and all the other fine individuals who voted against one

or more of his ProPosa'ls.

Accordi ng to llebster's Nqw l'lorl d. Di ctiontlt cf tlre
Arner"i can Lgtguage,=-tperve.l-' i s "a perverted- perSon i BSP' '
a person wEo practices sexual perverS'i0r,." I'Je11 , I'm
afraid that Iill have to adm'it that I'm not a very good

"pervert." I don't know uhere Hr. A1len gets his infor-
mation about my private iife, but I do not pract'ice
"sexual perversion." tieither do I smoke mariiuana' use

drugs, get drunk, read pornographic books' or go to porno-
graphic movies. To my knowledge, none 0f the other persons
tr.'A1len refers to as "perverts" do these things either,
although I don't pry into their private lives i.n order to
get suih information. I am faithful to my wonderful wife,
i plan to start a family soon, and I even go tq church
sometimes. As a "pervert", I'm a hopeless failure-

I'lr. Allen refers to the "pervert positions" of the
Piatform Conrni ttee. If t-lr. Al len would simply read the
natiorial party Platform as well as the various positjon
papers which the Libertarian Party has publisned over the
years, he wou'ld see that each and every part of the P'lat-
iorm Committee's proposal was 100 percent Iibertarian and
that rnost of hi5 ohln prOposals here inconsistent with "pure
Libertarian'ism." It iS true that "substantial improvements"
have been made in the S.C.L.P. Platform, but the reason for
these improvements is the fact that, for the most part, the
Platform Committee's proposai was adopted' while rpst of
l,lr. Allenrs proposals w-ore either defeated or significantly
altered before adoption.

l'1r. Allen asserts that the Platform Cornmittee utas

discrganized. There were twc meetings 0f the Platform
Commi r+"ee. One was di sorgant zed, whi'le the other was

organi zed and constructi ve. The di sorgani:ed meeti ng

was the one which l'1r. Allen attendeci. l,Jhen the other
Committee mernbers failed to adopt his views, his insult-
ing behavior was a maior factor which contributed to the
di scrgani zation. l,'lr. Allen uas absent from the subsequent
meetrng. The Conrnittee accomplished much more at this
peaceful meet'i ng .

If, as Flr. Allen suggests, "the Chairrnan of the Plat-
form Lommittee didn't impress the ladies pFESErit", Hitn
hrs use of a four-ietter word (which wasn't even used in arr

insulting manner), then I must remind lllr. Allen that he

cerr*ainiy didn't impress the three ladies (or the four
gentlemen) presen*- at the first Platform Committee meeting
when he used an insult'ing five-letter word to refer tc one
of tne ladies - and this nas in her own horne! He also

used a four-letter word during the same explos'ive outburst'
whi ch ended wi th him being tol d to 'leave. Such ungent'le-
manly and insulting behavior weakens any basis l'lr. AIlen
might claim to have for referring to certain decent human

beings as "perverts."
Illr . Ai I en has announced hi s 'intenti on to seek the

S.C.L.P. nomination tc run for the U.S. Senate in 1984. If
he wishes to have my support, he will have to quit mak'ing
insulting remarks, stait acting like a reasonab'le human

being, and convince me that he is capable of fu1'ly
embraci ng 1 ibertarian principles.

I be]ieve that there were 19, not 16, South Carolin-
ians at last year's state convention. Be that as it may -
the precise numbers are unimportant - l'lr. AlIen did bring
ten new members to the June 11, Convention. I heartily
welcome new members into the S.C.L.P. There rere also
eight other persons present rho nere attending their first
S.C.L.P. convention, so ltlr. Allen is not the only person
rrho is recru'iting new rEmbers. The numbers game is not the
only thing that matters, horever. The best way for someone
to join the L.P. is to iearn a fair amount about libertar-
ian principles before deciding whether or not to ioin the
party, thus being capable of making an infonned decision
and contributing to any debate rhieh occurs. To bring new
persons into the L.P. before they gain a basic understand-
ing of Iibertarian philosophy does a grave disservice both
to the L.P. and to the individuals involved. I never
expect a newcomer to be a purist, hornver. Six years ago'
I did not agree rrith al'l L.P, po$itions, but I didn't join
the party until I started embracing the libertarian philo-
sophy. The new members nhom l'lr. Allen brought to the
Convention seemed Iike decent persons who mre interested
in learning more, but the Conventfon is not the place for
th'is .

I nave fewer comments about lilr. Hoertt's arti c]e, for
I agree with most of what he says. Ho,*ever, I don't like
comments which criticize new party menrbers. As I mentioned
above, the new members that I had a ct'iance to meet were
considerate persons who seemed interested in the party.
I certainly hope that they will be given an opportunfty to
'learn more about the libertarian philosophy.

I especi all y agree wi th ltlr. Hoertt's I ast sentence.
AII of us utho vaiue Liberty need to work harder in order to
recruit more members who are wiliing to defend libertarian
princi ples . trJe aj so need to di scover a way to re-acti vate
a few former S.C.L.P. activists who seem to have recently
lost interest in the L.P. Any suggestions on how to do

thi s wi I i be appreci ated

Lastly, I wou)d like to offer a comment about l4r.
Danenburg's article in the'last issue of the newsletter.
I don't think that it is inherently unethical to "pack a

convention." Whetner or i6T-thFs good for the party
depends on whether 0r not the individua'ls involved believe
in libertar.ian principles. ln my view, neither is oppor-
tunism unethica'l if the opportunistrc actions serve the
purDose of advanclng the cause of Lioerty. The reason why
I di s'l i ked t'lr. Al I en' s tacti cs tras not that he was an
"opportunist" or conspired to "pach a convention". I am

critica] of l'1r. Allen because his goal is to eliminate
sectioils of the Platform which expound upon important
I i bertari an pri nci pl es . in thi s regarC, he has done a

disservice to the cause of Liberty, and this disservice
wi I I not soon be forqotten '

Davi-d Morris
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,,Bu t the mani a to co ntrol extencis f ar beyond even our C'i vi I
libertieS in the narrOwer sense- It is rampant everywhere - from
drugs and 'pOrnograPhJ', to consensual Sexual relationS, to guns and

mandatory helmet laws n to saccharin, laetrile, and even vi tamin
dosages. It seems that as sogn aS pegple di scove,l" something they
want to do, the bureaucratS will be there, armed anC ready to moni-
t0r, supervi se, gui de, rati on, 1 i cense n prohi bi t - or el se, j f
they're feel'ing part'icularly generous - mere'ly t0 tax j t. And every-
where they have their littie would-be ayatollahs - of the'left or
right - to egg them on.

"[ne of the most egreg'ious exampleS of government paternalism
is the so-called war on drugs, vrhich has been going on for decades

now, and has cost taxpayers many billions of dollars. It is one of
the most preposterous frauds ever jmposed on the American peop1e.

0r, more prec'i5e1y, it is the worst fraud infl'icted on us since the
"n0b'le experiment" of Proh'ibition, which ended so ignominious'ly'in
1933. The parallels between the old a'lconol prohibition anci the new

drug prohibition are so obvtous you would think they could penetrate
even the smokescreen of deliberate obfuscat'ion generated by the
thouSandS of bureaucrats who now have a VeSted intereSt, in power and

money, in the war. Just as w'ith the prohibition of alcohol, drug
prohlbit'ion is" first of all, an insolent interference 0n the part of
io'l i ti ci ans i n the personal choi ces of i ndi v'i dual s ; and second, an

interference that, even frorn the v'iewpo'int of the prohibition'ists '
results in much more harm than good.

"blhat is more evident than that you have a right to put what-
ever substances you choose into your own body? The contrary view -
that the government has various rights over your body' even in the
absence of an iniury to the rights of others - is, to be sure' a con-
ceivable position; but i t pertains, logi ca11y, to a di fferent kind
of social order than the one we Americans have selected ourselves.
b,le correctly see alcohol prohibit'ion as an attempt by some segments
of our society to impose their own cultural norms on other segments.
Simi'larly, drug lat{s are nothing more than an attempt to dictate
what some people may ingest for recreational purPoses' by otftgl
people Hho happen to prefer gin, Scotch, tea, postum, or Chablis."

Ed Clark

A New Beginning, 1980

Note: Ed Clav'k was the Libertartan Paz'ty
candLdate foz' Presid.ent in 19 80 .

Staternent of Principles

We, the membert of the Libertarian Party, chal-
lange the cult of the omnipotent statc and de-
fand the righr of the individual.

We hold that all individuals haw the right to
axercise rols dominion over their own lit e3,
and have the right to liw in whatever manner
thcv choore, :o long ar they do not forcibly in'
tGrf"rc with the equal right ol others to live in
whatarer mannar thay choose.

GovGrnmenu throughout hi*ory harre regularly
oprrated on the opporite principle. that the
State har the right to dispors of the livor of in-
dividualr and tho fruitr of thoir labor. Ewn
within the United States, all political panies
other than Our Ohrn grant tO gOvernment tho
right to rcgulatc tho liwr of individualr and
reiee tha fruitr of their labor without thair
@nr€nt.

We, on thr contrary, deny the right of any gov-
Grnrnsnt to do the* things, and hold that where
goyGrnrmente exist, they muit not violate the
rights of any individual; nanrly, {11 the right to
lile - eccordingly $rE rupPort prohibition of
thc initiation of phyrical foree againrt othcrs;
(21 ttre right to libcrty of speech and action -
accordingly lre oppor€ all attempts by govern-
ment to abridge the freedom of sprech and
prerl, ar wsll ei governrnnt cenroruhip in any
form; and (31 the right to property - accord-
ingly r* opposc all governrnent interferencs
with private proFGrty, ruch at confircation. na-
tionalieation, and amincnt domain, and sup
port the prohibition of robbory, trGrp!$, fraud,
and mirrrprcr?ntation.

Sinct gowrnmGntt, wlrcn innituted, mugt not
violatc individual raghtr, rE oppore all inter-
fcrencr by govcrnrnent in the argat of voluntary
rnd oontractusl rclationr among indivitlualr.
Prcple rlrould not bG forcrd to racriticr their
liws and proporty lor the bencfit of othcrc.
Thcy rhould bc left fre3 by governmcnt to dcal
with one rnother ar free trsderr. and th€ rr-
rrltant lconomic stfstem, the only ont ootrF
petibh ryath thG protection of individual rightr,
ir the lror mrrkct.

+r++tl++t+t

SOUTH CAROLINA LIBERTARIAN iS
publlshed by the South Carolina
Libertarian Party, P.O. Box 50643,
Colr:mbla, S . C. 29250. Ad raEeE
ava.llable on request. PIease send
aI1 correspondenee Eo the edltor
at P.0. Box ?97, Cayce, S.C. 29033.

SOUTH CAROLINA LIBERTARIAN PARTY
Post Office Box 50643

I Columbia, S.C. 29250

Address correctlon requested

EDITOR: David l,lorris
P.O. Box 297,
29033 (phone:

Cayce, S.C.,
7 96-3161)

CHAIRHAI!: Steven Krel-sman
P.O. Box 159, Clover, S.C.
?97L0


