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The Party of Principle’

Missouri LP plans a
baseball summer

Private space ﬂightﬁr
signals new freedom

4 Cuba controversy

may help Gonzalez

Elaine Badnarik runs
for Indiana office

1 When doing good is
7 bad

Badnarik heats up the campaign trail

ibertarian Party presidential
candidate Michael Badnarik
has been campaigning furi-
ously since he captured the
nomination in an upset victory at
the LP’s Atlanta convention — log-
ging well over 100 media interviews,

_performing outreach to non-liber-

tarian groups and appearing at cam-
paign rallies from coast to coast.

And his Libertarian message has
struck a chord with the American
people, who are learning to recog-
nize this pro-small government can-
didate when they see him.

“If you want bigger government,
more taxes and continued warfare,
vote for Democrats or Republicans,”
an Associated Press reporter quoted
Badnarik as saying at an appearance
in Wilmington, N.C., over the July 4
weekend.

The AP report went on to ac-
knowledge that “the Libertarian
Party stresses the rights of individu-
als over the power of government,”
and that Americans can show they
are fed up with the status quo —
big government, the war in Iraq and
high taxes — by voting for Badnarik
and other Libertarians in November.

“He gets a very warm reception’
everywhere he goes,” said Fred Col-
lins, a Badnarik campaign manager
and one member of a constantly
growing group of volunteers who
surround Badnarik.

And his reception is getting
warmer as people realize he's seri-
ous about supporting the Constitu-
tion and reinforcing the American
tradition of personal rights and re-
sponsibility.

“He's been in In-
diana, Tennessee and
North Carolina in just
the past few days, and
before that he was in
northern California,
where he was in the Gay
Pride parade,” said Bar-
bara Goushaw-Collins,
who with Fred Collins is
a member of the Michi-
gan-based Libertarian
campaign management
team, The Troika.

“The reception at
the parade was just ex-
traordinary,” Goushaw-
Collins said. “After it,
Badnarik went over to
the Outright Libertarian
booth, where they were
signing up new mem-
bers left and right.

“He was the only
presidential candidate
who bothered to go to
the parade, and that
translated into many
people joining the
party — people who
recognize that he is

genuinely dedicated to MM LP vice presidential candidate Richard Campagna and Michael Badnarik greet

personal rights.”

Jater —ins - July,
Badnarik was headed
for a campaign swing through New
England.

“It's really amazing how people
have embraced the campaign and this
candidate. There's so much activity
going on around the country that
we can't keep track of everything.
People are really getting the word

out, and it's truly delightful.”

At one appearance, Badnarik was
questioned about varying reports
that he'll steal votes from Democrats
or Republicans.

“If I'm talking to a Democrat, that
person is usually complaining that I'll
steal votes from the Democrats,” he

delegates at the LP National Convention following their elections in May.

said. “If I'm talking to a Republican,
they think I'm stealing votes from
the Republicans. I'd like to point
out that the candidates don't own
the votes. The voters do.”

For more information on the
Badnarik campaign, go to www.

badnarik.org.

Fla. Libertarians defeat
Second attempt in less than a

ibertarians in Brevard Coun-

ty, Florida, geared up quickly

in mid-July to fight another

tax-increase  attempt by
their county commissioners — less
than a year after voters in the coun-
ty voted down a proposed $1.3 bil-
lion tax hike — and the commission
decided not to bring the increase to
a referendum this fall.

“As a result of our e-mail, fax
and telephone campaign, the board
of county commissioners rejected
the proposal made by Commissioner
Sue Carlson,” who had suggested an
additional 1 percent sales tax for

seven years, to pay for road work
in the county, said Bruce Wechsler,
chairman of the county Libertarian
Party.

Libertarians have been credited
in the local media with “playing a
big role” in defeating last year’s tax
hike — which would have levied a 1
percent sales tax for 20 years, with
funds going to building schools and
libraries, expanding jails and fund-
ing arts — and they now have an-
other tax victory to add to the list.

In last year's referendum, 65 per-
cent of voters opposed the proposed
tax.

massive sales tax hike
year in Brevard County

Carlson’s new proposal would
have raised $463 million over seven
years, and the other commissioners
recognized that the voters weren't
interested in seeing their taxes go
up.
“As three of the county com-
missioners are up for re-election in
November, their political motiva-
tions may have been instrumental
in declining to advance the tax” to
a referendum, Wechsler said.

“They obviously learned their
lessons a little bit in the sense that
the new tax proposal was better
structured, for a shorter time period

and for specific projects,” he said.

But the proposal would still have
raised taxes unnecessarily, he add-
ed: While widening some roads and
extending others may be necessary,
there’s no reason this work can't be
done with road money the county
and cities already receive.

The problems have existed for
years, but county commissioners
didn't get the work done while it
would have been much cheaper —
and in some cases actively blocked
getting work done, while campaign-
ing for more expansive (and ex-

See FLORIDA Page 3
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Missouri Libertarians plan a
baseball-themed summer
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‘American Candidate’ premieres Aug. 1

ichard Mack, who was running for governor of Utah on the Lib-
Rertarian ticket until he was selected as a finalist on Showtime’s

“American Candidate” show, says he is enjoying the program
— but he can't talk about it.

“I can tell you that the show premiers on Aug. 1 and will run for 10
weeks, and I can tell you that I'm on it, but anything more than that
you'll have to get off the Web site,” Mack said.

“American Candidate” selected 10 candidates from across America
to run for president in the months preceding the actual presidential
election. The reality show is following the candidates around as they
participate in various “challenges,” and the final episode will feature
a debate between the top two contestants. Longtime talk show host
Montel Williams will host the show.

The winner will be awarded $200,000 and will have the option to
actually run for president as a write-in candidate.

A two-time elected sheriff of Arizona, Mack was running for gover-
nor on a platform of reducing the size and scope of government, legal-
izing marijuana, and cutting down on gun control laws. And while his
candidacy has changed, his message has not.

A visit to the show’s Web site — www.americancandidate.com — on
July 15 revealed Mack's image on the front page, saying he would
“abolish the IRS. Freedom cannot survive such a Gestapo-like organiza-
tion.”

On the same page, he was described as “a 51-year-old former Ari-
zona sheriff. Opposed to most government regulations, especially gun
control laws, the Utah native’s
first-hand experience in the drug
war has convinced him marijuana
should be decriminalized.”

The list of Mack’s opponents
includes a director of PETA (People
for the Ethical Treatment of Ani-

mals), the president of the Nation-
al Black Justice Coalition board,

and a former chief law enforcement
officer for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency — a disparate

“| would abolish the IRS.
Freedom cannot
survive such a Gestapo-

like organization."
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group if ever there was one.

“You can speculate about what's happening from looking at the
Web, but to really get a good idea of what's going to happen you'll
have to watch the show,” said Rob Latham, who was Mack’s campaign
manager in the gubernatorial race until he pulled out to do the Ameri-
can Candidate show.

“I can tell you this,” Mack said. “Libertarians across the country
have been extremely helpful, and I'm very grateful to them for that.”

‘Libertarian Yellow Pages’ launched

n cities across the nation you can find phone books targeting vari-
Ious subsets of the community — yellow pages dedicated to the

black community, for example, or in Spanish for Hispanics, or fea-
turing solely Christian-owned businesses.

Two young entrepreneurs from Atlanta, Georgia recently launched
such an endeavor, with Libertarians as the target audience.

Mark Augustyn and Maria Kessler-Reaves were at the LP’s national
convention in Atlanta to debut their “Libertarian Yellow Pages,” as
well as a Libertarian-themed merchandise company called Think Liber-
tarian.

“We got wonderful feedback from convention attendees, both for
the yellow pages and for the merchandise,” Augustyn said.

The company’s most common message — “2 parties = 0 choice”

— certainly beats the Libertarian drum, and Kessler-Reaves said she
thinks the message isa theme that “will appeal to a lot of alienated
non-voters.”

The Libertarian Yellow Pages is intended to give libertarian-minded
people a place “to find and support Libertarian businesses and profes-
sionals,” Augustyn said.

“We chose the tag line ‘support your own’ because those three
simple words explain exactly what we are trying to do,” he said. “If
you're going to pay anybody to do anything for you, why not try to
direct that business to someone who shares your Libertarian political
perspective?”

The duo hopes the site will eventually become “a mecca for all
things Libertarian,” Kessler-Reaves said. “Whether you're looking for
Libertarian businesses, organizations, candidates, politicians, merchan-
dise, or discussion forums, we want you to be able to find it on the
Libertarian Yellow Pages.”

You can find the yellow pages — and attendant merchandise — at
www.libertarianyellowpages.com and www.thinklibertarian.com.
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M Libertarian candidates and activists pose with the billboard installed in 0'Fallon, Missouri’s Frontier
League baseball park by members of the St. Charles County and Lincoln County LP affiliates. Pictured
are (from left, in front) vice presidential candidate Richard Campagna, presidential candidate Michael
Badnarik, U.S. congressional candidate (and billboard sponsor) Darla Maloney, and Missouri House
candidate Greg Arrigo. In the stands, from left, are Odalys Campagna, Glenn Blackmon, LNC secretary
Bob Sullentrup, former LNC chair Jim Lark, Roy Lieberman, John Schultz, Glenn Nielsen, Andy Shirkey,
and Hugh Emerson. U.S. Senate candidate Kevin Tull of Missouri designed the billboard. (Photo provided

by Jon Airheart)

44 ke me out to the ball

l game,” goes the theme song

of baseball. And following

this advice, a group of Libertarians

in Missouri have embarked on a
baseball-themed summer.

Members of the St. Charles County
and Lincoln County affiliates of the
Libertarian Party have purchased an
8-by-16-foot billboard at the local
ball park — T. R. Hughes Ballpark in
OFallon, Mo., home of the Frontier
League’s River City Rascals — and
are planning a “Candidates’ Day” at
a home game in August, says Darla
Maloney, who chairs the St. Charles
County LP.

“Libertarian Party, defenders
of small business,” reads the sign,
which also includes the Web ad-
dresses of the national LP and Mis-
souri LP. It has been in place since
May 22, and will be there through-
out the 49-home-game season.

Maloney said traffic on the Mis-

souri LP Web site — www.lpmo.org

— has “definitely increased” since
the billboard went up, and that sev-
eral comment cards turned in to the
ballpark staff have mentioned the
sign and the Libertarian Party.

“This area thrives on small busi-
ness, just like most of the rest of
the country, so we thought this
small business initiative could be
very effective,” said Maloney, who
is also on the executive committee
for the Missouri LP.

Alone among the political par-
ties, Libertarians support decreas-
ing requlation for both business
and individuals, recognizing that
government regulation is a primary
obstacle for both.

Maloney is office manager and
field supervisor for a small business,
and she understands the struggle
that goes along with running such
an organization.

“Because of the fact that I do all
of the tax reporting, I realize the
impact that all the requlation has

on small business,” she said. “When
youTre constantly having to pull
out this form and that form for the
government, it takes away from the
time you can spend actually run-
ning your business.”

Business owners will be invited
to participate in the LP’s “Candi-
dates’ Day” on Aug. 28, at which
they will be able to meet and speak
with Libertarian candidates for lo-
cal, state and federal offices.

Maloney is one of the featured
candidates, running for U.S. House
of Representatives, District 2.

“Two years ago I ran for the same
office,” she said. “Unfortunately
I did not do any campaigning — I
signed up essentially as a paper can-
didate — but I still got about 5 per-
cent of the vote. So I'm hoping to
increase that by quite a bit this time
by doing extensive campaigning.

“This time it’s serious.”

She will oppose a Republican

See BASEBALL Page 3
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ey've done it: A privately

I funded rocket plane on June 21
managed to escape the earth’s
atmosphere by flying 62.5 miles
from the earth’s surface — that's
330,000 feet, straight up — thus
becoming the first manned craft to
do so without government funding.

Libertarians presidential candi-
date Barry Hess and talk radio host
Ernest Hancock of Arizona were
among those observing the launch
in Mojave, California — which Han-
cock called “an enormous, historic
event” with distinctly Libertarian
overtones.

“This is a whole new era in trav-
el,” he said. “These people are send-
ing a pilot — an astronaut — into
space with zero government in-
volvement. It's phenomenal. We're
talking about privately funded
space travel.”

The new space vehicle, which was
dubbed SpaceShipOne by investor
Paul G. Allen and the design team
headed by aviation legend Burt Ru-
tan, will eventually take on a new
goal: Winning the Ansari X Prize of
$10 million that has been promised
to the first team that can send a re-
usable space craft with three people

into orbit twice in two weeks.

It's not about the money. As a
founder of Microsoft, Allen doesn't
need the money. Besides, he's
spending $20 million on his private
space program, so winning the X
Prize wouldn’t even pay him back.

Rather, the goal is to make space
travel affordable — and to prove
that government involvement isn't
necessary for space travel.

As the X Prize mission statement
says: “We believe that spaceflight
should be open to all — not just
an elite cadre of government em-
ployees or the ultra-rich. We believe
that commercial forces will bring
spaceflight into a publicly afford-
able range. We will use our best ef-
forts to achieve this goal.”

The Libertarian Party’s presi-
dential candidate Michael Badnarik
couldn’t be at the launch because
of schedule conflicts, but he agrees
with many other Libertarians that
the SpaceShipOne project shows
that government involvement hurts
private enterprise.

“We didn't have commercial
space flight until today because of
government interference,” Badnarik
said. “From harassing high-power
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Private flight signals the end of government monopoly on space

M Pilot Michael Mevill stands atop SpaceShipOne, the plane in
which he became the first non-government-funded astronaut. He's
holding a sign given to him by Arizona Libertarian Ernest Hancock:
“SpaceShipOne - Government Zero.”

rocketry enthusiasts, to trying to
stop Dennis Tito's private flight on a
Russian rocket, jealous government
bureaucrats have stifled innovation
in space.

“SpaceShipOne’s launch shows

what private enterprise can do when
government gets out of the way.”
The craft is equipped with three
seats and is designed to carry a pi-
lot and two passengers, so Scaled
Composites (Burt Rutan’s team) has

a great head start on some of the
other 26 groups trying to be first to
orbit the earth.

Shortly after the craft landed,
Rutan reportedly handed pilot Mi-
chael Mevill a sign that Ernest Han-
cock and other libertarian activists
with the Western Libertarian Alli-
ance had given him, reading “Space-
ShipOne - Government Zero.”

Yes, people are keeping score.

“Since Yuri Gagarin and Al
Shepard's epic flights in 1961, all
space missions have been flown
only under large, expensive govern-
ment efforts,” Rutan said before the
space attempt.

“By contrast, our program in-
volves a few dedicated individuals
who are focused entirely on making
spaceflight affordable. Without the
entrepreneur approach, space access
would continue to be out of reach
for ordinary citizens. The Space-
ShipOne flights will change all that
and encourage others to usher in a
new, low-cost era in space travel.”

Rutan predicted suborbital space
tourism could become routine and
affordable within the next 15 years,
as the free market drives what he
called “a space age for all of us.”

Tom Cox: ‘We made the mistake of doing what we were told"

B Tom Cox

om Cox, the Libertarian Party’s
Tcandidate for Oregon House
District 29 representative, has
been slapped with a $17,126 penalty
by the state Elections Division for
being late with campaign finance
reports.
He is disputing the fine, saying

he did what he was supposed to and
hasn't broken any campaign rules.

“I filed what they told me to
file, when they told me to, and
then they changed their minds and
said, ‘No you were supposed to do
something else, and here’s your
fine’,” Cox explains.

He is appealing the decision with
the Oregon secretary of state, and
believes the confusion will be ironed
out in the appeals process.

“They had the law right the first
time, and my appeal is based on the
fact that they misread the law the
second time, when they decided I
had done something wrong,” said
Cox, a former chairman of the LP of
Oregon who two years ago ran for
governor in that state.

“They told me at first that I
didn't need to file. Then they told
me on June 7 that they had changed
their minds and I should have filed
a report, and the next day I filed
my first report. Everything was on

Baseball billboard

Continued from Page 2
two-term incumbent, Todd Akin,
as well as local businessman George
Weber Sr., a Democrat.
Representatives of both the
Democrat and Republican parties
have “come up to the management
at the ballpark and asked where
their signs were,” Maloney laughed.
“I understand that they responded
that all three parties — Democrat,
Republican and Libertarian — were

invited to put up a sign, and only
the Libertarians decided to.

“It really is attracting a great
deal of attention. There are about
4,500 or 5,000 spectators at every
game and the sign is right out there
in center field. And later this year
this field is going to host the All
Star game, which will be broadcast
on Fox Sports News.

“That equals a lot of eyeballs
scanning that billboard.”

hand, ready to go; we hadn't filed
the finance report simply because
we had been told not to.” ~

Two dozen other candidate
committees were also late with their
reports, according to the Elections
Division — including incumbent
Mary Gallegos, Cox’s Republican
opponent in the Nov. 2 general
election. They were also fined.

“Well submit our evidence to

the Secretary of State’s Office,
explaining why this fine should
not be levied, and we'll take it from
there as necessary,” Cox said. “We've
got a woman who works about 20 or
25 hours per week on our financial
records and our records are in
extremely good shape.

“We're really on top of this, and
we've taken multiple steps to ensure
that this will not be a problem in

the future.”

Even if the secretary of state
upholds the Elections Division's
decision, the Cox campaign will not
suffer.

“Ultimately, I've got personal
assets I can put on the line if
necessary, so the campaign is not
going to be affected by this,” Cox
said. “We just made the mistake of
doing what we were told.”

Florida tax hike defeated — again

Continued from Page 1
pensive) projects instead, Wechsler
noted.

“The key points you missed last
year were these: What have you
done and what are you doing with
the money you're already getting?”
he told the commissioners in their
July 13 meeting.

“As I said last year, giving you
more money would be akin to giving
an out-of-control junkie a fix. If you
get this sales tax money, you will
have even less motivation to do the
right thing with the revenues you
already receive.”

Wechsler and other Libertarians
had warned local taxpayers that
voting in the referendum to increase
the sales tax would be “rewarding
incompetence and fiscal irresponsi-
bility by letting [the commission-
ers] have the additional tax.”

“And you know that, if they get
it, the money already supposed to
be budgeted for road construction
will be wasted on something else,”
Wechsler said. “We already have

transportation impact fees in Bre-
vard County and the cities. What
are they using that money — and
the other budgeted road construc-
tion money — for?”

For one thing, they have agreed
to use some of the money for proj-
ects other than road work.

“Our freshman state Rep. Thad
Altman introduced, as his first piece
of legislation, a bill that was passed
unanimously, that authorized the
local gas-tax money to be used,
not only for road construction, but
also for bike paths and walkways,”
Wechsler said.

“So obviously, we must have
enough money for road construc-
tion if we can expand the use of the
gas tax to build other things as well,
right? Ask our Brevard delegation
(and the county commission) why
they supported using that tax for
expanded purposes, if they didn't
have enough already to build the
roads.”

The county has a proposed bud-
get of $782 million for the 2004-

2005 fiscal year.

“If they would stick with those
limited things government should
be doing — such as the roads — in-
stead of silly feel-good stuff, then
we could get work done,” Wechsler
said.

One commissioner, Nancy Higgs,
distanced herself from the tax hike,
saying Carlson did “an outstanding
job putting together” the proposal,
which gave the public another “op-
portunity to bash our pinata,” ac-
cording to a local newspaper.

“We're never going to build our
way out of bad planning and road
management,” Higgs said.

In the end, only Carlson voted
for her own proposal, as the com-
missioners who had earlier spoken
in favor of it decided to vote no on
the idea.

And once again, the local me-
dia noted that Wechsler and other
Libertarians were behind 2003's “Ax
the Tax” campaign, and that they
were continuing to fight increased
taxes.
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Controversy over Cuba should help
Florida LP’s congressional candidate
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Attack on ‘Fahrenheit 9/11’ shows

‘Constitution is on fire,” LP says

e attack on Michael Moore’s new movie, “Fahrenheit 9/11,”
I shows that free speech has come under an unprecedented
assault in America, thanks to the campaign finance law passed
by Congress last year, says Libertarian presidential candidate Michael

Badnarik.

“The Constitution is on fire — a fire that was set when Democrats
and Republicans passed their so-called campaign
finance reform law,” Badnarik said in a June 28
press release. “The attempt to gag Michael Moore
demonstrates that McCain-Feingold was just an

excuse to outlaw political criticism.”

Under an advisory opinion from the Federal
Election Commission (FEC), Moore may be
prohibited from advertising his controversial

anti-Bush movie after July 30.

Under McCain-Feingold, corporate-paid radio
or TV ads that identify a federal candidate are
illegal to broadcast within 30 days of a primary

or 60 days of a general election.

And because Moore has publicly stated that his goal is to help
defeat Bush, Democrats and Republicans are waging partisan warfare

over “Fahrenheit 9/11.”

But Badnarik — who teaches classes on the Constitution — says

the freedom of speech is also at stake.

“The truth is that Democrats and Republicans committed a
bipartisan crime against the First Amendment when they passed the

McCain-Feingold law,” he said.

“This law allows politicians to determine what their critics can say,
when they can say it and how much they can spend in the process
— which is exactly what's not supposed to happen in a free country.”

Noting that the First Amendment clearly states that “Congress shall
make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech,” Badnarik asked:
“What part of the words no law’ doesn’t the government understand?
The First Amendment doesn’t contain exceptions for advertisements
that might offend the president or cost him his job — and it certainly

doesn't authorize federal movie police.”

Badnarik may not be on Michigan ballot

e Libertarian Party will have 65 candidates across the state of
Michigan this November, but according to Michigan's Secretary of
State Office, Michael Badnarik and Richard Campagna may not be

among them.

Badnarik and Campagna were nominated — for president and
vice-president respectively — by the Libertarian Party at the National

Convention in Atlanta, Ga., on May 30.

Even though the Libertarian Party of Michigan does have ballot
status, state law requires that the party submit the names of all those
nominated by the end of the first business day after the conclusion of

the convention.

The secretary of state claims that no notice was given before 5 p.m.
on June 1 after the convention ended on May 31, so our presidential
and vice presidential candidates won't be allowed on the ballot.

The Michigan LP is working with the secretary of state to resolve
the issue, in hopes that a waiver will soon be granted to allow the

Libertarian candidates to be on the ballot.

“Michael Badnarik is an outstanding candidate and I urge all of you
to get behind his campaign and support it in whatever way you can,”
state LP Chair Michael Donahue told members of the party in a recent

column in the Michigan Libertarian newsletter.

And s?ﬁpporting the campaign this year includes simply getting the

candidate on the ballot.

As a second possible remedy, the Michigan LP’s executive
committee voted to hold a special convention on July 21, to
nominate and confirm” candidates. The state convention was held in

u“

April, before the national convention.

The special convention’s purpose is to confirm the nominations of
Michael Badnarik and Richard Campagna for their respective races, and
their names will be submitted to the secretary of state’s office before
the close of the next business day, thereby complying with the letter

of the law.

In the event that the Michigan secretary of state changes his
position and renders a decision favorable to the LP by accepting
the names of the candidates who were selected at the LP national
convention, the special convention could be cancelled, at Donahue’s

discretion.

Any cancellation or change will be noted on the state LP Web site
(www.lpmich.org) and on the LPM office telephone, 1-888-FREE NOW.

M Florida LP congressional candidate Frank Gonzalez

3,313 votes.
That’s what Frank J.
Gonzalez figures he’s going
to need if he is to win his
race for the U.S. House in Florida’s
21st District on the Libertarian
ticket.

Based on the voting history and
the number of registered voters in
this district — roughly comprising
the area of west Miami — Gonzalez
estimates he needs roughly 63,313
votes to kick an incumbent Repub-
lican out of office.

No Democrat joined the race
by the May 7 qualifying deadline,
meaning the race is between G&n-
zalez and incumbent Lincoln Diaz-
Balart.

There are 122,190 registered
Republicans in District 21 — but
there are also 91,793 Democrats
and 59,501 who registered “Other,”
Gonzalez points out.

In the 2000 election, far fewer

of the
Democrat
and “Oth-
er” voters
went to
the polls,
compared
to Republi-
can voters,
so Step 1
in Gonza-
lez's plan
is to get
those who
oppose the
incumbent
to actually
cast their
ballots.

And the
opposition
is  grow-
ing, due to
some deci-
sions the
incumbent
has made.

iHews1s
very un-
popular in
a very large
segment
of the Cuban community, which is
about 55 percent of that district,
because of his recent support for
further increasing restrictions on
travel to Cuba,” said Brian Busta-
mante, a regional representative of
the Florida Libertarian Party.

These increased restrictions on
traveling to Cuba — and even send-
ing money to relatives there — have
caused many former Diaz-Balart
supporters to rethink their position,
Bustamante said.

“I see it as very promising for
winning,” he added. “The incum-
bent has been unopposed in six
out of the seven last elections for
House, he doesn’t deviate from the
Republican platform and he is es-
sentially a statist.”

In the two months that he was
collecting signatures to get on the
ballot, Gonzalez said he talked to
roughly 30,000 voters, and “from my
in-person petitioning experience, I

see overwhelming disapproval of the
incumbent.”

“Lincoln Diaz-Balart is more
vulnerable than he has ever
been,” said Gonzalez, who is of
Cuban descent. “With a voter
constituency heavily concerned
with and increasingly opposed to
the tightened sanctions on Cuba
favored by my opponent, and with
the equally controversial invasion
of Iraq in general, my opponent is
irreversibly committed to the failing
Bush Administration. He will go
down with Bush’s sinking ship.”

Gonzalez hopes to draw out
many potential voters, those who
may have been interested in the
race in the past but who didn't
see any reason to vote when there
was only one man running for the
job. In 2000, almost 74 percent of
registered voters cast a presidential
vote, while only 46 percent voted in
the congressional race.

With about three months
remaining before the election,
representatives of other county
Libertarian Party affiliates in south
Florida have decided to put their
efforts behind Gonzalez, since
there is “no other major candidate
for federal office here in south
Florida, that I know of,” said Susan
Lipschultz of Palm Beach County.

Like any other Libertarian
candidate, Gonzalez “needs to get
brochures, bumper stickers and other
information out to the voters in his
area,” Lipschultz said. “Singing to
the choir is fine and it may help him
get the funds he needs, but it won't
get him votes.

“We're going to do what we can
to help him out.”

“With enough campaign funding,
we see him being able to knock
the incumbent out of the box,”
said Bustamante, who is serving as
treasurer of the Gonzalez campaign.
“We really think we can run a
viable campaign and get an elected
Libertarian in Congress.”

For more information or to
contribute, go to www.electfrank.
org, call (305) 595-7606 or e-mail
VoteLibertarian@aol.com.

Mueller proves Libertarianism works

Continued from Page 1
they were wasting money,” he said.

Some even pointed out that “this
is government; this isn’t business,”
he added.

“Too much in government, they
don't look to see where they can cut
costs. They don't even look at the
common sense things you'd look for
in your own budget. I had quite a
battle, at the start. They said, If it's
not broke, don't fix it.” And my at-
titude was that pretty much every-
thing is broken.”

The town board chairman even
resigned in 2002, saying he didn't
like the way Mueller was running

the town. He apparently hoped the
other officials would fire Mueller.
But they decided to let the chairman
go and keep their administrator — a
tribute to his effectiveness.
Middleton now provides more
services than ever before — and the
tax rate in the town hasn't gone up
during Mueller's administration.

. “We have a volunteer fire depart-
ment. We have a volunteer recre-
ation department so we're not hav-
ing to tax people a lot to take care
of other people’s children. We've
contracted with a private company
to do garbage pickup. Our popula-
tion has increased, but we're keep-

ing costs down.

“It can be done.”

And it was through meeting
Mueller that Ed Thompson — who
ran for governor of Wisconsin in
2002, winning 10.4 percent of the
vote and becoming the highest-
drawing third party gubernatorial
candidate in the state in 60 years

— joined the Libertarian Party.

“We need more like him,”

‘Thompson said of Mueller, noting

that while a lot of people talk about
eliminating waste and keeping taxes
down, it took a Libertarian in office
in this small Wisconsin town to pull
it off.
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THE ADVOCATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT PROUDLY PRESENTS

“If you are one of the many Libertarians aching and longing and

to libertarianism — you’re going to love this exciting new book.”

Secrets of Libertarian

Do YOU SINCERELY
want to convince others

to become libertarians?

What if you could open closed minds?

What if you could turn opposition
and resistance into agreement and
support for liberty?

What if you could melt people’s indifference and
apathy toward freedom?

What if you could develop a Midas Touch for liberty
- transforming person after person into libertarians?

Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion will take you a
long way toward this.

Pure Gold

Libertarianism is 24-carat pure gold.

But most of the time we can’t even give it away.
Why? Why isn’t everyone desperately seeking
freedom? Why are so many people indifferent? Why
are many others opposed to liberty? And why have

So many people just given up?

Because no one has opened their eyes to the
possibility of liberty. No one has touched their
hearts with the intense desirability of liberty. No one
has reached their minds with the principled and
practical wisdom of liberty.

Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion solves these
problems.

Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion gives you the
Keys to opening people’s hearts and minds to liberty.

What You’ll Learn

Why libertarians don’t need “A Better Mouse-
trap.” (p.23)

What libertarians can learn from Mark Twain’s
Cat. (p.34)

When impatience undermines libertarian
progress. (p.52)

How to gently dissolve many objections in 60
seconds. (p.63) ; g :

Get people to “Push the Button” and become
libertarians. (p.81)

Treasure Map for finding people who urgently
want freedom. (p.83)

One deadly mistake almost every libertarian
makes — and how to avoid it. (p.96)

“You know enough about libertarianism to buy it,
but do you know enough to sel/ it?” (p.126)

When to “Save Your Breath.” (p.165)

The Biggest Libertarian Communication Turnoff.
(p.171)

How to handle “The Toughest Prospects: Family
and Friends.” (p.185)

Danger: “Counterfeit Libertarianism.” (p.210)

“The Unsettling Question Libertarians Almost
Never Ask.” (p.236)

And much more!
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YES! send me copy(s) of Michael
Cloud's Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion. Enclosed
is $15 per book (plus $4.50 S&H for one book;
$3.00 per book S&H for two or more books).

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: $

PAYMENT:
0 Check/money order. Please make payable to:
“Advocates for Self-Government.”

I’ll pay by credit card (info below): Q Visa
QO Discover 0 Mastercard Q American Express

Persuasion

BY MICHAEL CLOUD
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STATE ZIP

PHONE
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CREDIT CARD ACCT #

MAIL TO: Advocates for Self-Government, The Liberty
Building, 213 South Erwin St, Cartersville, GA 30120-3513
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OR ORDER BY PHONE! CALL: :g )

1-800-932-1776
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Is This For You?

If you joined the Libertarian Party in
the last 10 years, you'll reap huge
rewards from Secrets of Libertarian
Persuasion.

If you talk about libertarianism with
your family, friends, co-workers, or
neighbors, you will start seeing aston-
ishing differences almost immediately .

If you're a Libertarian activist or leader or
candidate for office, you will start seeing dramatic
differences in your libertarian speeches, interviews,
and conversations.

Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion is for you.

Why Michael Cloud Wrote
This Book for You

“Some libertarians succeed by re-inventing the
wheel. Most libertarians fail by re-inventing the flat
tire,” says Michael Cloud.

Michael Cloud is uniquely qualified to unlock the
mysteries of effective communications. A professional
speechwriter, he has penned more than 460 speeches
for business, non-profit, and political clients. In
2000, Michael won the Thomas Paine Award as the
best Libertarian Communicator in America.

For 29 years, Michael Cloud has studied, investi-
gated, tested, and refined hundreds of different

approaches to persuasive libertarian communication.

He's mapped the safest and best paths through the
dangerous communication minefield.

Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion is the result.
Michael Cloud wrote it for you. Why? To give you a
head start. To turbocharge your libertarian conver-
sations. So you can quickly and simply win people’s
hearts and minds to liberty.

Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion is a charming
and readable book. It’s rich with new insights and
outlooks, parables, one-liners, stories, unforgettable
phrases, and power tools for persuasion. It's 240
pages. It's $15 (+ $4.50 S&H)

It's NOT available at bookstores.

Secrets of Libertarian Persuasion is distributed
exclusively by the Advocates for Self-Government.

Act Now
Buy your copy of Secrets of Libertarian Per-
suasion today. Read this book and start changing
people’s minds.

3 Ways to Get Your Book

TELEPHONE. Call toll-free 1-800-932-1776
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm EST.

ONLINE. Order instantly and securely at our Web
page: www.TheAdvocates.org/secrets.html

MAIL. Fill in the coupon (to the left), enclose
your check, money order, or credit card information,
and mail it in today.
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Cigarette fires, tax delinquents
and rethinking our freedom

B They hate us why?

President Bush has answered the
question “Why do they hate us?” by
saying that “they” hate us because
we are a democracy, that “they hate
our freedoms....” .

It seems like it never occurred to
the president that Osama bin Laden
and his supporters hate us because
of our foreign policy in the Middle
East — our first Persian Gulf War
with Iraq, the war in Afghanistan,
the second Persian Gulf War, and for
what is seen as our blind support for
Israel.

Bush was asking the wrong ques-
tion. He should have asked, why do
they still love us, despite our for-

-

“THE SHALLEST
MINORITY

ON EARTH [5 THE

[NDIVIDUAL.

— AYN RAND —

Not to argue with Ayn Rand
(who would dare to?), but
sometimes it seems that the
smallest minority on Earth are
the Libertarians. There just
aren’t as many of us as there
should be. That's why the sup-+
port of each individual Libertar-
ian Party member is so crucial
for our party to succeed. And
Job One (for all of us) is to
figure out ways to get more
Libertarians. Here’s one way
you can do your part to help
the party grow: Name the party
in your will or insurance policy.
For a confidential discussion
of this option, call National LP
Treasurer Mark Nelson at (563)
344-0013. Or e-mail him at:
treasurer@lp.org, and include
“Planned Giving”in
the subject line.

eign policy.

[The author recently returned
from a trip to Lebanon and Syria.]

I came back with the impression
that people there don't hate “us” at
all. They hate our government. They
hate U.S. foreign policy.

Even the Grand Ayatollah Mu-
hammad Fadlallah of Lebanon, one
of the most revered Shiite religious
leaders, told our group, “We should
be clear that we distinguish be-
tween the U.S. administration and
the American people. We would
like to be friends with the Ameri-
can people. Our problem is with the
American administration.”

—LARRY JOHNSON
Seattle Post-Intelligencer
June 20, 2004

B Home-schooling

Chance that an American adult
believes that “politics and govern-
ment are too complicated to under-
stand”: 1 in 3.

Chance that an American who
was home-schooled feels this way:
fan 25,

—HarpERr's INDEX
Harper's Magazine
May, 2004

B Question authority

As Americans, we have a right
to question our government and its
actions. However, while there is a
time to criticize, there is also a time
to follow in complacent silence. And
that time is now.

True patriots know that a price

of freedom is periodic submission to

the will of our leaders -- especially
when the liberties granted us by
the Constitution are at stake. What
good is our right to free speech if
our soldiers are too demoralized to
defend that right, thanks to dis-
paraging remarks made about their
commander-in-chief by the Dixie
Chicks?

At this difficult time, President
Bush needs my support. Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld needs
my support. Vice-President Dick
Cheney needs my support. It is not
my function as a citizen in a partici-
patory democracy to question our
leaders. And to exercise my consti-
tutional right — nay, duty — to do
so would be un-American.

—ELLen Dunst
The Onion
June 30, 2004

M Ruling Iraq
Iraq was an artificial British cre-
ation stitched together from the

ruins of the old Ottoman Empire.
Guided by the United States, Iraq's
new leadership faces the same chal-
lenge as the
one that be-
deviled the
British from
the 1920s to
the  1950s:
how best to
structure the
Iraqi politi-
cal system to
prepare that
country for
democratic
self-govern-
ment.

Irag has
always been
difficult to
govern. She

became pro-
gressively

more, not
less, difficult
to govern

because ex-
ternal powers
found it increasingly difficult to
resist interfering in her internal af-
fairs.

It's highly unlikely that Iraq's
deeply ingrained political divisions
can be erased through peaceful, ne-
gotiated compromise. All previous
efforts to bind together the Sunni
and the Shia, while simultaneously
accommodating the Kurds, shared
one basic characteristic: They all
failed.

—Parrick Basram
Cato Daily Commentary
June 30, 2004

B Back to normal

Senator Kerry is recovering very
nicely after having shoulder sur-
gery. The doctors said the senator
was fully awake, lucid and joking
after the surgery was done, but cau-
tioned that that was just the drug.
He went back to his boring self soon
afterward.

—Jay Leno
The Tonight Show
June 12, 2004

B New justification

President Bush’s May 2003 an-
nouncement aboard the USS Abra-
ham Lincoln that “major combat
operations” had ended in Iraq has
been replayed endlessly. What is
less well remembered is just what
the president claimed the United
States had accomplished.

“The battle of Iraq is one vic-
tory in a war on terror that began

on September the 11", 2001,” he
declared.

The defeat of Saddam Hussein,
he told the American people, was
“a crucial advance in the campaign
against terror.”

In fact, the consensus now
emerging among a wide range of
intelligence and counterterrorism
professionals is that the opposite is
true: The invasion of Irag not only
failed to help the war on terrorism,
but it represented a substantial set-
back. ...

Not only did the war divert re-
sources and attention away from
Afghanistan, seriously damaging
the prospects of capturing Al Qaeda

leaders, but it has also opened a new
front for terrorists in Iraq and creat-
ed a new justification for attacking
Westerners around the world.
—PETER BERGEN

Mother Jones

July/August 2004

B Feds owe IRS

According to IRS records, 419
workers in the House of Representa-
tives owe the government $5.8 mil-
lion in back taxes. 228 employees of
the Senate have a debt of nearly $2
million. The IRS won't reveal wheth-
er any of the violators are actually
members of Congress.

Even the White House employs
tax delinquents; 46 of its workers
owe nearly $600,000.

Pete Sepp, National Taxpayers
Union: “If they can’t figure out
where their own employees are and
where to go to get these taxes back,
the rest of America is in a lot of
trouble.”

Among the worst offenders:
9,709 employees of the Department
of Veterans Affairs owe $71 million.
The Department of Homeland Se-
curity may be keeping us safe, but
5,982 of its employees owe more
than $40 million.

The agency with the highest
number of tax delinquencies: The
U.S. Postal Service. 32,000 of its
employees owe more than $200 mil-
lion.

The IRS even tracks retired em-
ployees. Retired members of the
military owe the government a

staggering $867 million. And what
about IRS workers? Their numbers
are wrapped into the Treasury De-
partment, whose employees owe
nearly $8 million.

—AnpreA McCARREN

WILA-TV (Washington, D.C.)

July 8, 2004

B Fight tyranny

The Fourth of July is- Indepen-
dence Day, but America’s leaders
and intellectuals have been trying
to move us further and further away
from the meaning of Independence
Day, away from the philosophy that
created this country. :
What we hear
from politicians,
intellectuals,
and the media
is that indepen-
dence is passé,
that we've
reached a new
age of “interde-
pendence.” We
hear demands
for mandatory
“volunteering”
to serve oth-
ers, for sacrifice
to the nation.
But this is not
the message of
America.

It is the di-
rect opposite of
why America be-
came a beacon
of hope for the
truly oppressed
throughout the
world. They have come here to es-
cape poverty and dictatorship; they
have come here to live their own
lives, where they aren't owned by
the state, the community, or the
tribe.

Jefferson at Philadelphia and
Washington at Valley Forge pledged
their “lives, fortunes, and sacred
honor.” For what? Not for mere sep-
aration from England. Not — like
most rebels — for the “freedom” to
set up their own tyranny.

Jefferson and Washington fought
a war for the principle of indepen-
dence, meaning the moral right of
an individual to live his own life as
he sees fit.

—MicrAEL BERLINER
CNSNews.com Commentary
July 02, 2004

M Free as free can be?

As the saying goes, there’s no
such thing as being a little bit preg-
nant. When it comes to freedom,
the same applies: People either are
free, or they aren’t. Either theyre
sovereign individuals who own their
lives and the results of their pro-
ductive efforts, or theyre servants
to the state. If basic rights are al-
ways Subject to a majority vote, it's
not liberty, but mob rule.

Free trade is one of those rights.
As philosopher Ayn Rand wrote,
“political freedom cannot exist
without economic freedom; a free
mind and a free market are corollar-
ies.” People who aren't free to trade
their property, time or productive




effort in accordance with their own
values aren't free at all.

Yet slowly, under the leader-
ship of both major political parties,
free trade has become systemati-
cally exorcized from civic life. Most
citizens, the business community
included; now completely accept
that the government has a right to
regulate, orchestrate and otherwise
micromanage their affairs in any
fashion it sees fit.

While we pay lip service to free-
dom as being unalienable, we rou-
tinely permit free trade to be cur-
tailed on the basis of public-opinion
polls. It's a reality that damages
not only our economy, but the very
philosophical framework on which
our republic is based.

—JonatHAN HoENiG
SmartMoney.com
June 21, 2004

B Safe fire

“Smokers who linger between
drags on their cigarette may need to
be a tad more careful in New York,”
according to the Associated Press.
“Their smokes will self-extinguish if
not puffed on regularly.

“New York became the first state
yesterday to require new ‘fire-safe’
cigarettes to be sold. The law is
meant to cut down on the number
of smoking-related fires.”

In “Fired-Up About Safe Ciga-
rettes,” Cato Senior Fellow Robert A.
Levy writes: “Just when you think
the politicians have wasted their
time and our money on every hare-
brained scheme imaginable, New
York lawmakers prove that they
haven't yet plumbed their potential
for legislative foolishness.

“And before we exhaust fire-re-
lated legislation, let’s go after the
makers of lighter fluid, gas grills,
and match manufacturers, who have
the nerve to call their product ‘safe-
ty matches.” ... You don't have to be
a state legislator to know that this
[law] is quite simply ridiculous.”
—Caro Dany Dispatca
June 29, 2004

B Rotting freedom

America, as envisioned by the
Founding Fathers, is dead. By every
measure, large and small, the origi-
nal vision of limited government by,
for and of the people has been fold-
ed, spindled and mutilated beyond
recognition. When one reads the
Constitution, one simply marvels at
the distinct difference between its
words and our present reality.

Regardless of whether one sees
these changes as blasphemous trea-
son against the Constitution, or as
reasonable and necessary modifica-
tions to what was designed to be a
living document that evolves with
the times, it is impossible to deny
that they have been made. It is like-
wise impossible to assert that a mas-
sive central government possessing
eminent domain, owning over a
third of the land and claiming more
than a third of all income is either
lignited or small.

For many years, conservatives
and other freedom lovers have
placed their trust in the Republican

Party, hoping that it would fulfill
its promises to return America to its
national birthright of freedom and
individual liberty. Those promises,
unsurprisingly, were broken by the
party of Abraham Lincoln, who is
most famous for converting what
had been a voluntary Union of free
association into a forced Union by
military might.

Any last vestiges of hope in
the Republican Party have been
shattered by the current regime,
wherein a Republican President, Re-
publican House, Republican Senate
and Republican-nominated Supreme

Court have demonstrated that they
have zero interest in the timeless
vision of America’s founders.

There are those who say that a
vote for a third-party candidate,
such as the Libertarian’s Michael
Badnarik or the Constitution Party’s
Michael Peroutka, is wasted. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth.
Indeed, these are the only votes that
are not wasted, for positive change
will only come from those outside
the corrupt bi-factional system. Af-
ter all, it was neither the Tories nor
the Whigs who fought for American
independence.

Libertarian Party News * August 2004 * PAGE 7

0000000000000 000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000CC0C00C0C0CCO0CRCC0CRCRCOIOIIPOIOOIONOIPOSIEBROOIEOSNDNOSIONINOITSEES

—Vox Day
WorldNetDaily.com
July 12, 2004

M Self-inflicted poverty

Did you learn that the United
States is rich because we have boun-
tiful natural resources? That has
to be nonsense. Africa and South
America are probably the natural
resources-richest continents but are
home to the world’s most miserably
poor people. On the other hand, Ja-
pan, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Eng-
land are natural resources poor but

its people are among the world’s
richest.

Maybe your college professor
taught that the legacy of colonial-
ism explains Third World poverty.
That’s nonsense as well. Canada was
a colony. So were Australia, New
Zealand and Hong Kong. In fact the
richest country in the world, the
United States, was once a colony.
By contrast, Ethiopia, Liberia, Ti-
bet, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan were
never colonies but they are home to
the world’s poorest people.

—Warter E. WiLLiams
June 21, 2004

ow would you like to be-

come far more effective at

communicating libertarian
ideas? How would you like to
give better speeches, conduct
more memorable interviews, and
hold more persuasive conversa-
tions with friends and family®

Now you can — thanks to the “Art of
Libertarian Persuasion” seminars.

These weekend-long seminars will give
you the tools, techniques, and training to
double or triple the effectiveness of all your
libertarian communications.

You do not need to read 100 more
libertarian books to make this happen.

You do not need to be a libertarian
scholar. You do not need to be a “silver-
tongued devil.” You do not need long hours
of practice.

What you need is to learn the tried-and-
true persuasion secrets of master libertar-
ian communicators. And that’s exactly what

5 Yes! | want to become a better

Libertarian Communicator!

Sign me up for the following Seminar:

(city)

No. of registrations:
11 3 easy monthly credit card
payments of $75 per person= $
1 OR Pre-Registration Discount!
Pay only $195 per person=§
(Price at the door is $250)

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE: §

* % % Pre-Registration Discount!
Save $55 by registering now,
versus paying at the door!

MAIL TO: Advocates for Self-Government, The Liberty
Building, 213 South Erwin St, Cartersville, GA 30120-3513

r--——-—_--—

MICHAEL CLOUD WANTS TO HELP YOU...

Dramatically improve your
libertarian persuasion skills!

The Advocates for Self-Government’s “Art of Libertarian
Persuasion” Seminar is Coming To Your Area!

REVISED SCHEDULE!

LOS ANGELES, CA
August 21 & 22, 2004
NATICK, MA
August 28 & 29, 2004

ARLINGTON, VA
September 11 & 12, 2004

DALLAS, TX
September 18 & 19, 2004

SEATTLE, WA
September 25 & 26, 2004
COLUMBUS, OH
October 2 & 3, 2004
DENVER, CO
October 9 & 10, 2004
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
October 16 & 17, 2004

SAN DIEGO, CA
October 23 & 24, 2004

PAYMENT:

U Check/money order. Please make payable to:
“Advocates for Self-Government”

U Discover
0 Visa

I'll pay by credit card (info below):
U Mastercard O American Express

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY: STATE zip
PHONE | | DAY [ ] EVENING
EMAIL ADDRESS

CREDIT CARD ACCT # EXPIRES

‘--_-—-_---

vou'll get at the “Art of Libertarian Persua-
sion” seminar. You'll learn:
® How to confidently give the best
libertarian answer every time.
@ The “Persuasion Toolbox” technique.
@ How to avoid libertarians’ most
common mistakes.
@ The secret to making people hungry
for libertarian ideas. -
@ How to open closed
minds. (It can be done.)
® The key to effective
speeches — that even the
experts frequently forget.
@ And much more.
You'll walk out the
door with everything
you need to be two
or three times as
effective at sharing
libertarian ideas.
Your confidence
will soar. You'll
feel great when talking,
about libertarianism.
The seminar will be
led by Michael Cloud—
the winner of the Lib-
ertarian Party’s 2000
Thomas Paine Award as
America’s best libertar-
ian communicator.
Guest presenters will
include Harry Browne,
Mary Ruwart, Sharon
Harris, or Carla Howell.
Sign up today! The
“Art of Libertarian
Persuasion” can make
you the libertarian
communicator you've
always wanted to be!

B REGISTER ONLINE!AVISIT:
www.TheAdvocates.org

%S W REGISTER BYZP:.H:O:NE! CALL:
1-800-93'2*-1['7’76
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Anti-war protest, public
debt and LP ballot access

i . L'RERTARIAN PARTY |

Detenders of Liberiy

y

B Colorado Libertarians pose near their outreach booth at the
Crestone Community Center on July 4th. Shown here (l-r): Colorado
LP Outreach Director Rand Fanshier, Saguache County LP Chair
Jahree Burton, and John Wetherell, LP candidate for Saguache
County commissioner. Wetherell, dressed as Fear and Loathing in
Las Vegas author Hunter S. Thompson, waved to the crowd from a
1968 T-top Corvette during the town'’s 4th of July parade. At the
outreach booth, Libertarians gave parade attendees the World's
Smallest Political Quiz, Fanshier said. “We tested 46 people, and
seven registered on the spot to vote as Libertarian,” he said.
“Everyone got to take their Quiz home as a souvenir and [got] a
copy of the Libertarian Viewpoint tabloid.”

B HAWAII

Libertarians running
for five offices

One of several Libertarians run-
ning for office in Hawaii, Dennis Tri-
glia is running for the state House
in the Puna District and is the sole
LP candidate for the Hawaii legisla-
ture.

Triglia ran for California State

Online
Resources

for LP
Members

HFind contact info for
your state Libertarian
Party or your State Chair
Visit: www.LP.org

Click on: Organization

Click on: State Parties

Click on: [Your state]

B Find contact info for

the National Committee

Visit: www.LP.org

Click on: Organization

Click on: National
Committee

Click on: LNC Directory

HRenew your membership
Visit: www.LP.org

See: Special Features (left side)
Click on: Renew

Assembly in 2000 as a Libertarian,
coming in third out of four candi-
dates and receiving about 6,000
votes, or 4 percent of the total.

He has a five-fold platform for
his race:

M Reduce taxes, including making
food and medical services exempt
from the state excise tax.

B Decriminalize recreational mari-
juana use by adults. “My district is
known for growing some of the best
pakalolo in the country and this
would be a big-money agricultural
crop for the impoverished rural
Puna District,” Triglia said.

B Reduce or eliminate unjust tax
and requlatory burdens from small
businesses in Hawaii, making it
worthwhile for businesses to set up
here and become prosperous.

B Legalize same-gender civil mar-
riages in Hawaii.

“I am running as an openly-gay
candidate and want the state of
Hawaii either to start granting civil
marriage licenses to same-gender
couples or to get out of the business
of granting marriage licenses alto-
gether,” he said.

B Repeal some of Hawaii's oppres-
sive gun control laws.

Nomination for the state House
doesn't end until July 20; Triglia’s
current opponents are the 86-year-
old Democrat incumbent, Helene H.
Hale, and two relative unknowns
who have run “paper campaigns” for
the seat in the past.

Other Libertarian candidates for
office in Hawaii include Lloyd Jef-
frey Mallan for U.S. Senator, Elyssa
A. Young for U.S. Representative
in District 1, Roger C. Christie for
mayor of Hawaii County (a non-par-
tisan race) and Aaron Anderson for
Hawaii County Council (a non-par-
tisan race).

H ILLINOIS

Ballot access drive

successful

After a grueling 90 days of work
to get Libertarians on the ballot
in Illinois for upcoming elections,
the Libertarian Party in that state
on June 21 turned in well over the
required 25,000 valid signatures to
get on the ballot.

Jeff Trigg, executive director
of the Illinois LP, noting that he
“breathed a big sigh of relief” when
the June 28 deadline passed with-
out objections being filed.

“Another statewide petition
challenge this year would have been
awful,” he added. “But in fact, no
one even bothered to view or copy
our petitions, due to the Libertarian
Party’s show of strength in Illinois
during recent years.”

Jerry Kohn, the candidate for
U.S. Senate, is a high school teacher
in Oak Lawn who ran for state repre-
sentative in 2002. He was endorsed
by two Chicago newspapers — the
Tribune and the Sun-Times — with
the Tribune paying particular atten-
tion to his “well-crafted ideas” and
strong candidacy for that race.

The party also has several candi-
dates running for the Illinois House
of Representatives and for numer-
ous local offices, and every candi-
date for those seats had to gather
signatures equal to 5 percent of the
votes cast in the previous election
for that seat, Trigg said.

B LOUISIANA

Legislature approves
LP-authored ballot bill

After months of working a bill
through the Louisiana legislature,
the Libertarian Party in that state
finally has the result they were
looking for: Both the House and
Senate approved House Bill 1605,
which will allow all political candi-
dates’ party affiliation to appear on
the ballot.

The bill was approved on June
21, the last day of the legislative
session, and on July 12, Gov. Kath-
leen Blanco signed the bill into law.
It will now be known as Act 889 of
the 2004 regular legislative session,
said Louisiana LP secretary Michael

Wolf.

“We hit a pretty good home run
here,” said Vinson Mouser, chairman
of the Louisiana LP.

How is it a home run?

Michael Wolf and activist Peter
Jacobs wrote the bill; it received
strong support from both Repub-
licans and Democrats, passing
through the House 95-3 and the
Senate on a vote of 36-1; and the
state has a growing number of Lib-
ertarian, other third party and inde-
pendent voters. This bill will allow
candidates to run on those tickets
under certain circumstances.

Before, the smaller parties had a
very hard time getting their party
affiliation marked next to candi-
dates’ names on the ballot in Louisi-
ana, so voters didn't know about the
range of choices that were available.
People who went into the booth to
vote for a Libertarian couldn’t iden-
tify their candidate unless they
knew the name beforehand.

Now, any party that has 1,000
registered voters in the state and
has paid a one-time fee of $1,000
will be represented on the ballot, as
will any party that has had a candi-
date receive at least 5 percent of the
vote in any statewide election.

“Today’s legislators are aware of
the growing trend toward political
independence among the voters,”
Wolf said. “They are aware of grow-
ing dissatisfaction with the perfor-
mance of the major parties, as well
as of the role that independent and
third-party candidates have been
playing in affecting national and
state elections.

“Literally dozens of activists got
together and worked on this in dif-
ferent levels, going door to door in
the capital building, as well as get-
ting people to call their senators
and representatives,” Mouser said.
“We thought we were going to have
more trouble getting it through, so
we were really surprised when it got
almost 100 percent approval.”

B NEW YORK

Manhattan LP plans

anti-war protest

Claiming that the only permit
they need to peaceably assemble is
the First Amendment to the Consti-
tution, members of the Manhattan
Libertarian Party have announced
that they intend to gather on the
Great Lawn at Central Park on the
eve of the Republican National Con-
vention to protest the war in Iraq
and the Patriot Act.

The Republican convention will
be held in New York City from Aug.
29 to Sept. 4.

“If you ask the government for
permission to protest it, you de-
serve to be told no,” said Manhattan
LP chair Jim Lesczynski, referring to
the city’s denial of permits to other
organizations that have requested
permission to hold protests on the
Great Lawn on Aug. 29.

So the Manhattan LP won't be
asking for permission — since
they've already been given permis-
sion by the Bill of Rights to “peace-
ably assemble,” Lesczynski noted.

“Organizers will not be avail-
able to negotiate with the New York
Police Department, because this
protest will have no organizers,”
he said. “Absolutely nobody is in
charge. Libertarians are individuals,
not a collective.”

B OHIO

LP fights proposed
Beavercreek income tax

Libertarians in Ohio are gearing
up to fight a proposed income tax
in Beavercreek, a 42,000-resident
suburb of Dayton. ;

“Every other city in that county
has an income tax, and if Beaver-
creek passes one theyll just be tak-
ing money from the other cities,”
said Robert Butler, executive direc-
tor of the Libertarian Party of Ohio,
noting that the other cities would

B
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B Arif Khan, left, a Muslim who is running for the U.S. Senate in

Wisconsin, addressed a July 4 meeting of the Muslim Professional
Association. See related story on Page 9.
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then increase taxes to make up for
the lost revenue.

Specialist Jeffrey Wellbaum, a
U.S. Army inactive reserve member
who recently returned from Iraq,
is one of many Greene County resi-
dents fighting the tax. He said his
first priority after returning from
Iraq was to defend liberty here at
home by fighting taxes.

“I became active in the Libertar-
ian Party to defend fiscally respon-
sible policies here in Ohio and in the
local community,” Wellbaum said.

And initiating a new tax is the
opposite of “fiscally responsible.”

“This new income tax is just an-
other excuse for an undisciplined
city council,” noted LP state chair
Jason Hallmark of Dayton. “The
Beavercreek Council is constantly
trying to raise taxes, and the citi-
zens have consistently denied them
the opportunity.”

H SOUTH CAROLINA

State Chair Panos calls
public debt ‘a fraud’

The story ran in most newspapers
across South Carolina. The headline:
Government owed $10.1 billion in
2002, nearly double the level only
four years earlier.

But according to Chris Panos,
South Carolina LP chairman, the
state has approximately $5.62 bil-
lion of the taxpayer's money it is
not using.

These surpluses equal to $1,358
for every man, woman and child in
South Carolina. This does not include
all the additional surpluses that ex-
ist in the school districts, cities, or
counties in South Carolina.

“Reporting deficits in govern-
ment sets up the politicians to in-
crease taxes or cut services,” Panos
said. “Taxpayers need to understand
that it is possible to have a simul-
taneous budget deficit and financial
surpluses. In reality, South Carolina
. can — and does — simultaneously
have a budget shortfall and a fi-
nancial surplus of the taxpayers’
* money.”

“South Carolinians continually
hear the phrase ‘budget shortfall’ or
‘budget deficit,” Panos explained.
“What this means is that projected
expenditures will probably exceed
projected revenues. When this hap-
pens, the politicians immediately
want to raise our taxes and/or re-
duce services — regardless of the
financial condition of the state. It
works every time.”

Panos said the South Carolina LP
is actively seeking out and investi-
gating all taxing authorities in the
state, and will “do everything it our
power to inform the people of the
fact that the state, along with the
school districts, is hiding surpluses
and over-taxing the people.”

M WISCONSIN

Candidates reach out

to Muslim businesses

Those who regularly attend the
Muslim Professional Association’s
annual Independence Day picnics
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin are accus-
tomed to hearing from politicians.

But this year’s picnic brought some-
thing new: Libertarians.

As a Muslim man and a small
business owner, Arif Khan — Wis-
consin’s Libertarian candidate for
U.S. Senate — has deep ties to the
Muslim community. His involve-
ment paid off with an invitation to
address the 150 picnic attendees,
many of whom are small business
owners themselves.

“The Muslim vote is critical in
Wisconsin, especially Milwaukee,”
Khan said. “But the Muslim commu-
nity wanted to hear something dif-
ferent this year — something that
is actually in line with our Muslim
beliefs of individual rights and non-
interventionism.

“That is why they invited
[Libertarian  vice  presidential
candidate] Richard Campagna and
me to address their issues and
concerns.”

“I just recently became a U.S..
citizen and I can’t wait to make my
first vote Libertarian,” said Umar
Akram, a college student whose
family moved from Pakistan to the
United States in 1997.

Akram was one of the more than
25 attendees who requested more
information regarding the Libertar-
ian Party and its candidates.

Libertarian National Committee
member Jeremy Keil said he was
amazed at the excitement the
Libertarian candidates generated.

“The Muslim professionals I
spoke with have a deep love for this
country and a deep love of freedom,”
he said. “But they want their voice
heard. They were excited that the
Libertarians are reaching out to
their community and feel that we
may become their voice in politics.

“If we as a party can help
empower the Muslim community
through the political process, we
can build a foundation for reaching
out to other constituencies, such
as small business. owners, that are
politically active and believe in
Libertarian ideals.”

“As a Muslim small businessman,
Arif Khan knows that government is
often at odds with both Muslims and
small business owners,” Campagna
said. “His campaign will reach out
to these<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>