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Jo Jorgensen
meetis LP and
Moreau High
School Seniors

o :-|.

The former Vice-Chaur of the South Carolna
Libertanan Party, Jo Jorgensen, swung through the
East Bay last month on her way to the annual stale
convention of the LP of California, Jorgensen
15 sechung the Vice-Presidential nomunation of the
Libertarian Party and 1 encouraging delegates from
all fifty statcs to support her efforts to represent the
LP ucket 1o voters in the 1996 general election.

A fund raming dinncr hosted by the East Bay
region on February 13 raised more than $500 for
Jorgensen's campaign.  The next day, she addressed a
class of sesors a1 Morcau Catholic High School in
Hayward Ron Rubio, who teaches Government
classes a1 Moreau, imvited representatives from the
Lsbertanan Party to address his classes and explain
libertaran phalosophy to students who will be register-
ing to vote i the General election i November

Jorgenscn's appearance was a raré opportunity
for young peophe 10 moct a candadate for national
office, question her policies, and evaluate her potential
as a leader

Jorgensen seemed 10
succeed, at least in the cyes of
some students in the class

She introduced the students 1o one aspect of ibes-
tarianizm by adapting Masshall Fritz's well-known seman-
tic exercise, “When Does Wrong Become Right™ into a
Socratic dialogue She first established a concept of
right and wrong by suggesting that it is wrong for one
person with a gun 1o rob another person of property,
then expanded on the idea by further suggesting that it is
equally wrong for twa, three, four, or even a gang of five
people to rob another of his or her property by means of
lethal force. There wiis unanimous agreement among the
class that yes, it is wrong for one or more people 1o use
force to seize the property of others in such a manner

Taking the analogy further, Jorgensen ashed if the
crime is any less severe if the robbers arc wearng, not sk
masks or gangsicr colors, but impeccably tailored three-
picce suits? The studenis all filt that the attire of the
robbers was irrclovant--robbery 15 wrong, regardless of
how the robbers are dressed or how many thugs are in
their gang

“What if " she then asked, “what if the robbers,
after takang your car, your moncy, your fummitere, your
dishes, your books, your toothbrush. . what if they had a
change of heart and decaded 1o give you back your
steren? Would that make the trauma of the robbery any
casicr to endure? Would that make the robbery any fess
wrong?” Of course not, the students laghed

“Okay,” she continued. “Now let's imagine that
there are not one, two or five robbers, but hundreds, or
perhaps a thousand or more.  And let's say that they
aren't carrving guns, but they have a picce of paper that
they say gives them the authority 1o take your money and
vour property. 15 it okay now for them to do this, or 1s it
still wrong?™

At this point, most of the students realized where the
dualogue was heading  One spoke up boldly and asked,
~Are you Urying 1o say that paving your taxcs 15 like being
robbed 1

Jo smibed and responded, “You can infer what you
wish about that What I'm asking is, how many people
does it take 1o point the guns, 1o show the paper, to take
the propesty... how many people does i take to make
something that we all agree is just plain wrong, miracu-
lously turn into something that everyone agrees is right ™




The debate following the dialogue was lively and
entertaining, Some students felt that unless the law
compelled people to pay for pubbic services, no roads
would be built, no bridges would be constructed, no
public buildings would be maintained, and therefore
the collection of taxes from cilizens remains an un-
pleasant necessity

(hers scofled at the notion that people wouldn't
voluntarily help to pay for public projects from which
they all benefit Common sense, they argued, dictates
that people will pool their resources to provide for the
general welfare, and shouldn’t need any additional
coercion from lawmakers,

Jo asked one student how he would feel i the
IRS agents took away his car and gave him a bicycle
e exchange, justifying their action by assuring him that
the car would be put to good use by a poor peasant in
the third world who needed the vehicle fisr more than
he did, and besides, riding a bicycle is not only good
for the environment, it is also a healthy means of
exercise. Who could argue with that logic?

“No way!” the boy exclaimed. I paid for the car
myvsell by working hard for the money, That peasant
hu:hu:ncl.hlni to earn the car ™
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As semiors, & number of these students hold part-
time jobs, and are just learming the hard lessons of how
the total carnings of their paychecks are signilicantly
reduced by the automatic deduction of state, federal
and social sccurity taxes. Many scemed (o focl that
taxpavers should have a night to determine how their
money s spent, but were frusiratod (o leam that ths is
almost never the case. In fact, the only tme a taxpaver
has any control over how his or her taxes are spent is
when they have the option to check off a box on thear
federal 1040 tax form to donate $1 to the Presidential
Campaign Fund, or when they choose to contribute an
amount of mancy to various worthy causes adentified on
Part Il of California’s $40 tax form (“worthy causes™
such as the D A R E. program, the Calforma Mitary
Museum Fund, the Califomia Firefighters Memanial
Fund, ctc ). And even in this case, such contributicas
are in addition fo the taxes alrcady assessed

Other 1ssucs of concer to the students were
libertarian posilions on gun control, the drug war, and
immigration, Not surprismgly, most students felt that
the government's War on Drugs is a ndiculous fulure
and suppoit the LP's recommendation to legalize drugs
Many also felt immigration was a far less senous
problem than mamnstream pobiscians would have us
believe, and that a free country should have free
borders, not stone walls or barbed wire fences

While gun control was a much more coniroversial
topec among these students, and no clear consensus
was achieved, we may be reassured that there are
some very brnight, inquisitive, and open-minded voung
people who wall be shaping our society in the next
century.  If the Moreau students are any indication, the
futurc looks good for the Libertaran Party -




Creeg Lyon

for Congress
Lion for Liberty

For the first time in more than a decade,
Contra Costa County will have a Libertarian candi-
date on the ballol for the 10th Congressional
Destrict in the November general slection. Formar
Contra Costa County Vice-Chair Greg Lyon was
nomenated by the East Bay LP st its caucus last
October 10 challenge incumbent Republican Con-
gressman B Baker, however, snce it was foll that
the Secretary of State would very likely challenge
the legality of The party caucus. Greg - like all the
other LP candidates who filed for office this year —
had 1o spend a great deal of time over the Christ-
mas hobdays collecting nominating signatures to
ensure that he would qualify for the ballot

And, likke all the other LP candidales, Greg's
nominabon will be unopposed on the March 20
prmary ballot.  This was the basis behind the LPC's
deciieon o use 8 caucus system for pelecting our
canddates the yoor, ko drectly challenge the State
of Calforrea’s mandate that all parties choose their
canddates by means of a primary eleclion, an
enormously wasteful procedure which reguiarty
costs the taxpayers more than $1 milkon just o print
and datribute ballot pamphiets and ballots for
parties whose candidates almost always run without
CPPOSMRION.

Greg plans an ackve campasgn i an effon 1o
make the libertarian approach a ssgnificant force in
this election Although Greg is under no illusions
about his chances of winning the race, Congress-
man Bl Baker is keenly aware that his margin of
victory rests completely with the independent voters
of the distncl, since Republicans can boast only a
2% advantage over Democrats in terms of the
overall level of registered voters. Moreover, the
apparent front-runner for the Democratic nomina-
ton has substanfial resources at her disposal, and
could grve Baker his first serious challenge in many
years.

Consequently, Baker has called on all the
pofitical favors he is owed (including an appearance
by House Speaker Newt Gingrich al a §1,000/plate
fund raiser in Walnul Creek last month) to build a

reelection campaign warchest thal now slands at
more than half a million dollars. Since Liberianan
candidates routinely recelve anywhaere from 3% o
7% of the vote (sometimes without aclively cam-
paigning at all), it is quite concelvable thal suppen
for Greg could be a deciding factor in the race, and
compael the winner to pay attention lo the liberlarian
and quasi-libertarian ideas (hat appear lo have
captured the imaginations of a growing number of
Americans who have become disaffected with tha
two major pariies.

Greg is seeking campaign stafl and voluntaars
who will be needed 1o walk precincts to distribute
door hangers, post signs of support on thelr lawns
and help demcnstrate that it is time for the politicians
of both major parties to address the concems of the
millions of their constituenis wha feel government |8
already much too big and plays too great a rele in
our lives.

if you would like 1o help the Lion roar even
louder, contact Greg Lyon for Congress at (510)
284-7910, send email to GKLyond@gnn.com, or visil
Greg's homepage on the Waorld Wide Web at http://
members gnn com/gklyon/congress. him, Greg also
hosis a live on-ine chat room on Amaerica On-Line
every Sunday evening from 8:30 p.m, to 8:00 p.m.
(LYON4CONGRESS).

The East Bay Region is planning & fund raising
dinner for the Lion for Liberty campaign on Saturday,
April 13, 1996, For information or to reserve your
place, call LP Party Line at (510) 531-0760. o




| Political Predictions |

for 1996 and 1998
a prograsticated &y political prvokic Marion AfcEwen

1996

in Alameda County, the Democratic
incumbents will win every race. maybe.
Southern Alameda incumbents face a
constituency which is steadily growing
more conservative. Baby boomers and
Generation X'ers don't like the
government's repeated ralds on their
hard earmned wages, 20th District Assem-
blywoman Liz fig and Congressman
Jurassic Pete will find their campaigns
require a lot more work than they expect
Ms. Ag faces a very determined Republi-
can and JP will have a Republican foe and
Libertarian candidate Terry Savage to
fight Buy a big club Pete. Former super-
visor Mary King Is history.

In Contra Costa County and Eastern
Alameda County we have another story.
Republican and Democratic voter regis-
tration is close to being equal. Our can-
didate, Greg Lyon, In the 10th Congres-
sional District will have a real Impact on
the race. Like all politicians, Bill Baker
talks but takes no action to lower the tax
burden of remove government regula-
tions from the books. Republican registra-
tion in this District is 44% , only 2%
more than the Democrats’ 42%. The
Democratic Party has targeted this race
for obvious reasons. Greg's campaign
will be a terrible wedge between the two
other major Partys’ vote totals.

1998

State Senator Bill Lockyer will run for
the Democratic nomination for Governor.
Watch out. Some gun rights groups think
Bill Is their friend. which only goes to
prove that you can fool some of the
people some of the time!

Assemblyman Michael Sweeney will
want to move up to the State Senate to
replace Lockyer. The question Is who will
be his hand-picked successor? Roberta
Cooper, Bonnle Moss or “7". o

From the Chair

Dy it theomy =il shall be e whole of the Law®
by Jeffrev B Sommer
My Webster's New World Dictionory defines
hibertarian as ~ & person who believes in the doctrine
of the froedom of the will,™ as well as “a person who
believes i full mdrvidual froedom of thought,
expressaon, and action ~ One can easily argoe that one
umphes the other It s the advantage of bbertanan

| have a soczahst frend (No! No' Not that!)
Who i forever trving 10 comvince me that Libertarians
are just a bunch of sclfish bourgeots snobs who want to
s the homcless starve and so on bocause they don't
wanl to pay taxes (and he docs™). Fortunatcly, this is
canly refuted Afler all, it wasn 't under a Libertanan
administration that the cconoary went sour, and for all
the ballions of tax doflars that our samted foderal
government has collected. and very likely precasely
because of that taxabon, jobs have dwindled and the
ey citics have aoquired economst gangrene. | doa't
thnk that, even under a Sociahst regime, the homeless
will be sasling Steve Forbes™ yachi—but vou can bet the
“People's Deputics” will

1 myscifl am not an economist, but an hestonan
Whale | am wesk on the Austrian school of economics,
and am more comversant oo Hemlan, Twn and
Crowlky than on Friodman, Hayek and Rand, | fioc] that
I cam still wan allscs for the Party through demonstrating
that we uncercly wanl freodom for all

W can point 1o local successes. | was part of
the effort last vear that overcame the oo ks
“Smoke o jomnl, lose your lioonse™ law when it came up
before the California Assembly. Al present, we are
1996, and doing what we can to fight the “Drug War™
Stahinists who are siranghing the Bull of Rights. People
who do not know nor particularly care about Laises-
faire eoonomics can still so¢ what the Libertanan Party
stands for.  To be effective, we must appeal 1o the
hearts of the poople, and worry about their mnds later
We must romember that winaing supporicrs among our
rrvals i what will strengthen us, nol preaching o the
chowr  Every Amencan who stands up for froedom is a
mummmm“-
effortiesshy as the sunrsc n the morn
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INDECENT COMMENT ON  knew as the place to rouse the rabble who becarme

Amercars, but it is also diferent. Your blind acceptarce
ANINDECENT SUBJECT of the dublous—males thet dogiss dumb—ides thet
By tiw Honorable Sreve Rises!  children are harmed by hearng so-called dirty words has
SAN ANTONIO, Tesas — You motherfuckers in created some pretty stupid regulatons without shutting
Congren have dropped over the edge of the earth ths down public debate, but those stupsd regulations will not
tme, | understand that very few of the swarm of high impart to cyberspace without corsequences that even

dollar lobbynts around the Telecommunications Bill had — the public relations whores in Congress should fied

ary irtenest in corfent regulation — they were st trying  unacceptable. in cyberspace, there is no trme. A posted
1o get their clents an opportundy 1o dip their buckets iIn~ message stays posted until @ & wiped. Thereiors, them
the money stream that Cyberspace may become — bt g no way to indulge the ficton that children do ot stay

ihe public nterest somebmes needs a ite attenbon, up late or cannot program a VCR

Kpeping your eyes on what beg money wants, you have In cyberspace, theve s no place. The “communty

soid out the Frst Amendment. standands® are those of the whole world. An upicad
Frst. some bascs. If your chidren walked by a from Amsterdam can become 3 downicad in idaho. By

public park ard heard some angry sumbdches refernng 1o trying to regulate obscenity and indecency on the Inter
Corgress as “the sormest bunch of coclauckers ever 1o met, you Fave reduced the level of expresuon allowed
sell out the First Amendment” or suggesting that “the corserting adults to that of the most anal retentve
only mason fo run for Congress these days s to suckthe  blushalled fuckhead LS. attormey n the country. The
lobbysts’ dicks and fuck the people who sent you theie,” irternat is everywhene you can plug in @ modermn, Cal
no lew would be violated (assuming no wolation of rose  Serator Exon an “grorant. motterfucker” in Lincoln,
ordnances o inciement 10 breach the peace). I your Nebraska and find yoursell prosecuted in Bibleburg,
chidiren did not wish to hear that language, they could Mississippl. In cyberspace, you cannot require the

onty wak away. Thanks to your feads-up-your-ass conversence store to sell MHustler in a white sleeve.
derelichon of duty, # they read the same wonds in The functioral aguivalent s gatekesper software, to
cyberpace, they could call the FBIf which no avil lbertaran has voiced any obecton,
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Gatelmeper sofwire cinnot be made fociprood, but can
you pandenng prssants not see that any lad smart
enough to hadk into a Website = also smart enough
to get hes hands on 2 hard copy of Hustler if he
really wants one! in cyberspace, there is the illusion
of anomymity but no real privacy. It is theoretically
possibde for any lntermet server to seine through all
messages for key words (aithough it seems likely
the resulting dowdown would be noticeable).

Perhas some of you read about America
OnLine's keep children from reading
the word “breast’” ﬁwuﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂi
corsequence was the shutbewn of a decussion
group of breast cancer survivors:. Don't you think
more lods are aware of "teat” (prontanced "tit”)
than of *breast? Can skirts on piano legs e, limbs
be far behind? But sily shit ke this & just a pimple
on the ass of the long-term consequences for
politrcs, art and education. You have passed a law
that wall get less respect than the 55 m.p.h. speed
imit dead bang in the middle of the First Amend-
iy -

indecency & nothing but a matter of fashion;
obscensty s the same but on a longer timeline.
Thes generation freely reads James joyce and
Henry Miller and the Republic stil stands. The
home of the late alleged pormographer D H
Lawrence s now a beautifd writers' retreat in the
mountans above Taos, managed by the University
of New Mesoco, Unversibes all have Intermet
servers, and every Englsh Department has at least
o scholar who can read Chaucer's
not on the Intermet anymore. Comparative litera-
ture classes might read Boccacoio—but not on the
internet anymore. What # some LS. Attorney
hears about Othello and Desdemona “making the
beast with two backs"—s mterracial sex no longer
ndecent anywhere in the country, or 5
Shakespeare off the net’

Dl yous lencrer yous can download video and
sound from the Internet! Yes, that means you can
watch other people having sex if that i interesting
1o you, ve or on tape. Technology can make such
things hard to retneve, but probably not impos-

ity and into indecency, the baby boomers had
better keep their old rock ‘n roll tapes off the
Internet. When the |efferson Airplane sang “her
heels rise for me,” they were not referrmg to a
dance step. And if some Brit explains the ne about
“finger pie” in Penny Lane, the Beatles will be gone.
All of those school boards that used to ban *The
Catcher in the Rye" over cussing and spreading the
foul e that leds masturbate can now go to federal
court and get that nasty book kept out of
cyberspace. But enough about the past.

What about rap music? Mo, | do not care
much for it either — any more than | care for the
language you shitheads have forced me to use in
this essay — but can you not see the immediate
difierential impact of this law by dlass and race?
What is your defense —that there are no African-

Americans on the Internet, since they are too busy

pfhpngu'u:lduiunuﬂ if our educational
establishment has any sense at all, they will be
tryng to see more teens of all colors on the Inter-
net, because therei a lot 1o be learmed in
cyberspace that has nothing to do with sex.

There are plenty of young people n this
they will be lucky if the retirement age s still in
double digits. But thanks to the wonderful job the
public schools have done keeping sex and wolence
out, we have a lot of inteligent lods who cannot
express themselves without ndecent linguage. |
have watched lrwyers in open count digging their
young clients in the ribs every time the word “fuck”
shipped out,

Let's talk about thes fucking indecent language
bullshit. Joe Shea, my editor, does not want it in s
newspaper, and | respect that position. He might
even be almost as upset about publishing thes as |
am about writing it. | do use salty language in my
writing, but sparingly. only as a beg hammer. Use
the fucking shit too fucking much and it loses its
fucking impact — see what | mean? Fiction follows
different rules, and f you confine your fiction writing
to how the swell people want to see themsehes
using language. you not only prechude lterary
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depsction of most people but you are probably false
to the people you purport to depict. Do you re-
member how real language used by real people pot
on the ar and in the newspapers! Richard Nixon,
while he was presdent, spealang in the 'White
House about official matters. A law professor and a
nomines for Supreme Court justice arpuing about
ngs. Are these matters now too indecent for the
intermet! How much deansing will be required of
the online news senaces’ Answer: Enough deans-
ing 1o meet the standard of what is appropriate for a
child in the most restrictive federal judicial district.
Thes 5 bullshit — unconstitutional bullshit and
also bad policy bullshit. To violate your ban on
ndecency. | have been foroed to use and overuse
so-called indecent language. But if | called you a
bunch of goddamn motherfudeng codasudang cunt-
eating bhue-balled bastards with the morals of
muggers and the inteligence of pond scum, that
would be nothing compared to this indictment, to
wal: you have sold the Frst Amendment, your
bethright and that of your chidren. The Founders
turn in thesr graves. You have spit on the grave of
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Stripes. And what mess of pottage have you
acquired in exchange for the rights of a free
people? Have you deansed the Internet of even
the rawest pomography?! Mo, because it is a
the government a powerful new tool to harass its
ontics:  a prosecution for indecent commentary n
any district in the country. Have you protected

if you understand what the economists call “substi-
tution” — but you have leveled the standards of
political debate to a point where a history buff
would not dare to upload some of the Federalist v
Anti-Federalist election rhetonic to a Website,
Since the lobby reporting requirements were not
ing, | hope you got some substantial reward for
what you gave up. Thirty picces of siver doesnt
go far these days. O
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS MARCH

Tuesday, March 19, 1996: Alameda County LP General Meeting. Preparations for the March 26 Prnmary
election, discuss LP positions on Statewide Propositions and local ballot measures, and coordinate plans for our
annual April 15 Tax Day Protest actions. Ricky's Spons Lounge and Steakhouse at 15028 Hesperian Boulevard m
San Leandro (ncar BayFair Mall). Formal business will begin between 730 and 8:00 pm  For more information,
please call the LP Party Linc at (510) 531-0760

Tuesday, March 26, 1996: California Primary Election Day. Exercise your right to vole your conscicnce and
20 10 the polls to cast vour ballot not for the lesser amang a chosce of cvils, but for the party of principle,
Libertarian candidates for President (Browne, Ohmen, Schiff, or Tompkins), Congress (Terry Savage m the 13th
Congressional District and Greg Lyon in the 10th), State Senate or Assembly or County Ceniral Commutice.

Saturday, April 13, 1996: Greg Lyon for Congress Fund Raising Dinner. For more information, call the LP
Party linc at (510) 531-0760.

Sunday Afternoons, 5:30 p.m.: The Libertarian News Hour is heard every week on Free Radio Berkeley,
1041 FM. hosted by East Bav LP Chair Jeff Sommer. Tune in from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. cvery Sunday to hear the
latest word from the frontiers of freedom. Free Radio Berkeley is the upstart broadeasting operation that last year
challenged the FCC for its right to exist and wen! To talk to Jeff on the air, call (310) 655-7146

Sunday Evenings, 8:30 p.m to 9:00 p.m. On-Line Chat with Greg Lyon, Libertarian Candidate for
Congress. Amcrica On-Line subscribers are welcome 1o join a weekly chat room with LP Congressional
candidate Greg Lyvon every Sumday evening at §:30

ﬁ
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