
Bylaws and Rules Committee 2021 Report

We were not tasked with a complete revision of the bylaws and did not pursue such an 
endeavor. The main goal of the committee was to consolidate our bylaws to a more 
manageable size and to make it easier to find the relevant bylaw for a given situation.

Our current bylaws are nearly 30 pages long and several members expressed difficulty 
finding what they needed during the prior convention. There was also some confusion 
about some procedures and definitions, so the committee did work to address those and
other potential items we discovered as we worked through the document.

The committee met several times from March to August. We considered many ideas and
solicited ideas multiple times from the membership. We received one proposal via the 
online survey, which we’ve included.

This report consists of the follow proposals:

Consent Calendar
• Policy Manual (A)
• Quorum Rule (B)
• Adjournment (C)
• Communications Committee (D)
• Consolidate Membership definitions (E)

Regular Calendar
• Calendars (F)
• Standing Committee language consolidation and updates (G)
• Update eligibility requirements around membership (H)
• The Advisory Board (I)
• Remove Leadership Board (J)
• Remove Consent Calendar (K)

Each proposal includes a purpose statement, any prerequisite to use the proposed 
language, any note on the effective date, and the committee vote.

Each proposal is written in “legislative markup” style, with new text in bold and 
removed text in [strikeout]. Existing language is written in normal text to provide 
context of where each change is being made. It is assumed articles surrounding 
additions and removals will be renumbered as necessary.

There are alternative proposals to update or completely eliminate the Leadership Board. This is 
an either/or proposition. While the delegates are of course free to choose something entirely 
different, the options we are presenting for the delegates are: 1. Restructure the Board, 2. 
Eliminate the Board, or 3. Leave it as-is. There is a similar choice concerning the calendars, 
whether to clarify the rules or to eliminate the consent calendar enturely. Though in this case 
the committee recommends against elimination.



Bylaw Proposal A – Policy Manual

Purpose: To place this language in a more sensible spot.

Committee Vote:  4-0

Move Article V:C to VII:A:6

The net effect of this would be:

V.  Membership

[C.  The Executive Committee shall maintain a Policy Manual.  The manual shall include all rules 
that govern the Executive Committee not specified within the Bylaws or Rules of Order; The Party’s 
standard operating Procedures; and any other information deemed necessary by the Executive 
Committee.]

VII.  Executive Committee & Leadership Board  

A.  Executive Committee

6.  The Executive Committee shall maintain a Policy Manual.  The manual shall 
include all rules that govern the Executive Committee not specified within the Bylaws or Rules 
of Order; The Party’s standard operating Procedures; and any other information deemed 
necessary by the Executive Committee.  



Bylaw Proposal B – Quorum rule

Purpose: To ensure the quorum requirements don’t make it impossible to hold a convention if the LPNH
grows.

Committee Vote: 3-0-1

Amend VIII NH Libertarian General Court, F, Conventions, Paragraph 9 to read:

9. A quorum at any convention shall consist of 10% of all Delegate-Eligible members, or a 
majority of all of the delegates who have registered for that convention, whichever is greater.



Bylaw Proposal C – Adjournment

Purpose: To require a higher bar to adjourn convention if business isn’t finished.

Committee Vote: 4-0

Amend VIII NH Libertarian General Court, F, Conventions, adding the following paragraph:

11. A motion to adjourn any convention shall require a 2/3 vote if the business scheduled 
for the convention is incomplete.



Bylaw Proposal D - Communications Committee

Purpose: To make the Communications Committee an official standing committee.

Committee Vote: 3-0-1

Amend Article IX, adding these new articles:

IX. Standing Committees
A. The Standing Committees of the State Party shall be:

1. The Membership & Outreach Committee
2. Politics & Campaign Committee
3. Judicial Committee
4. Bylaws & Rules Committee
5. Platform Committee
6. Credentials Committee
7. Convention Committee
8. Communications Committee

K. Communications Committee
1.  The purpose of the Communications Committee (referred to as “committee” in 
this section of this article) is to execute the social media communications strategy 
defined by the Executive Committee.

2.  Membership

a.  The member designated as the Communications Director of the State 
Party by the Executive Committee shall be the committee chair. The 
Executive Committee shall appoint the initial committee secretary.

3.  The committee shall determine its own schedule for meetings, in consultation 
with the executive committee.



Bylaws Proposal E – Consolidate Membership definitions

Purpose: To consolidate membership definitions and committee eligibility requirements. This proposal 
allows the EC to define “young adult” and “sustaining” and other types of memberships by policy, rather 
than unnecessarily cluttering the bylaws. 

Prereq: Policy Manual must be moved first

Committee Vote: 3-0-1

Delete Article V (Membership), from B through the end of Article V, and replace with the following:

B. Levels of Membership

1.  Base Levels 

a.  A Member of the State Party shall be a person who has complied with Section A of this 
Article and notified the Secretary of their desire to become a Member of the State Party.

b.  Life Members of the State Party shall be all Members whose donations to the State 
Party have reached a specified level over a specified period of time, as published by the 
Executive Committee Policy Manual.

c.  Dues-paying Members of the State Party shall be all Members who are current in their 
payment of annual membership dues, plus all Life Members.

2.  The Executive Committee may create additional levels of membership in the Policy Manual, 
provided that each additional level of membership is a subset of one of the base levels of 
membership in Section V. B. 1.

3.  The Executive Committee shall set dues, donation levels and dues frequency requirements for 
each level of membership in the Policy Manual.

a.  Members who are domiciled in an area that contains a local affiliate shall have a 
portion of their dues transferred to that local affiliate. The portion of the dues and the 
frequency of payments to Affiliates shall be determined by the Executive Committee.

4.  The Executive Committee shall set benefits of each membership level in the Policy Manual.

C. Eligibility

1.  Delegate-Eligible Members of the State Party shall be all Dues-Paying members who have 
Dues-paying Members in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 35 days, and:

a.  If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is a recognized option for affiliation, the 
member shall be registered as a Libertarian.

b.  If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is not a recognized option for affiliation, 
the member shall not be registered as affiliated with any other political party. This 
provision shall not apply during the brief period in which an undeclared voter may 
temporarily change their party affiliation to vote in a partisan primary election on election 
day, provided they immediately switch their party affiliation back to undeclared.

c.  Have been an inhabitant of New Hampshire for at least the preceding 35 days

2.  Officer-Eligible Members of the State Party shall be all Delegate-Eligible members who have 
continually been a Dues-paying Member in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 
180 days.

Amend VI (Officers) as follows:

VI. Officers



B.  [A member of the State Party who is eligible to become an Officer of the State Party 
(hereinafter referred to as “Officer- Eligible Member”) shall meet the following criteria] Officers must 
meet the criteria for Officer-Eligible Member at the time of [her] election or appointment and during 
[her] their entire time in office[:].

[1.         Be a dues-paying member of the State Party who has been a dues-paying member 
in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 182 days; or be a lifetime member 
of the Libertarian Party of New Hampshire.

2.          If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is a recognized option for affiliation,
the member shall be registered as a Libertarian; and not be registered as affiliated with any
other political party. This provision shall not apply during the brief period in which an 
undeclared voter may temporarily change her party affiliation to vote in a partisan primary
election on election day, provided that she immediately switches her party affiliation back 
to undeclared.]

Delete VIII (General Court), C (Delegate Eligible Members), and re-letter subsequent paragraphs:

VIII. New Hampshire Libertarian General Court

[C. A member of the State Party who is eligible to become a delegate to a convention (hereinafter 
referred to as “Delegate-Eligible Member”) shall meet the following criteria:

1. Be a dues-paying member of the State Party who has been a dues-paying member of the
State Party in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 35 days;

2. Be a current inhabitant of New Hampshire and have been an inhabitant of New 
Hampshire for at least the immediately preceding 35 days;

3. If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is a recognized option for affiliation, the 
member shall be registered as a Libertarian;

4. If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is not a recognized option for affiliation, 
the member shall not be registered as affiliated with any other political party. This 
provision shall not apply during the brief period in which an undeclared voter may 
temporarily change her party affiliation to vote in a partisan primary election on election 
day, provided that she immediately switches her party affiliation back to undeclared

5. No fee shall be charged for a Delegate-Eligible Member to participate in the business 
session of a convention.]

Amend Article VIII, E Conventions (Formerly VIII, F) to add:

11. No fee shall be charged for a Delegate-Eligible Member to participate in the business 
session of a convention.

Amend IX. D. Membership and Outreach Committee: 2. a:

D.  Membership & Outreach Committee

2. Membership

a) Members of the committee must be [a dues-paying member of the State Party who has 
been a dues-paying member] officer-eligible members of the State Party [in good 
standing for at least the immediately preceding 182 days].



Bylaws Proposal F – Calendars

Purpose: To clarify language and procedures for the Consent and Regular calendars, particularly for 
moving proposals between them. Move all process language concerning calendar items to this section.

Committee Vote:  4-0

Amend bylaw XIV, Amendments:

XIV.  Amendments

A.  Changes to bylaws and special rules of order by the General Court  

5. If a proposal passes, it shall take effect immediately, unless otherwise specified 
in the proposal. 

C.  Platform changes by the General Court  

5. Platform changes shall take effect at the close of the convention at which they 
are adopted.

D.  Regular and Consent Calendars

    3.  Upon written request of at least three delegates, the Chair may remove an item from 
the Consent Calendar and place it at the top of the Regular Calendar, prior to a vote on that item.

    5.  The Chair shall read the title and summary content of each Consent Calendar item 
immediately before the delegates vote on the item. The delegates shall vote on the consent calendar item 
without debate or amendment.

6. [Delegates may reconsider Consent Calendar items that have been voted on if the 
consent calendar fails to pass, only if two-thirds of the delegates vote to reconsider, and only if the vote is
taken during New Business in the convention agenda. ] Delegates may reconsider any Consent 
Calendar item that fails to pass, placing it at the end of the Regular Calendar, only if an absolute 
majority of the delegates vote to reconsider. If the vote to reconsider is taken after the Report 
has been completed, the item shall be reconsidered during New Business.

[7.  Items on the Regular or Consent Calendar shall follow the procedures specified in 
these bylaws, and any related procedures specified in the convention rules, and special rules of order.]

7. Proposals on the Regular Calendar shall have an initial period of debate during 
which no amendments to the proposal are permitted. After this period of debate has concluded, 
the General Court shall vote on the proposal. If the proposal fails, the proposal shall again come 
to the floor and shall be open to debate and amendment.

Remove article VIII:F:7:b and renumber subsequent articles

VIII.  New Hampshire Libertarian General Court

F.  Conventions

    7.  Bylaws, Rules, and Platform Changes  

    [b.  Any proposals by the Bylaws & Rules Committee and by the Platform 
Committee shall have an initial period of debate during which no amendments to the proposal are 
permitted. After this period of debate has concluded, the General Court shall vote on the proposal. If the 
proposal passes, it shall take effect immediately, unless otherwise specified in the proposal. If the 
proposal fails, the proposal shall again come to the floor and shall be open to debate and amendment.]



Bylaw Proposal G – Standing Committee language consolidation and updates

Purpose: To place all the common structures and definitions together to avoid repetition in each 
committee section.  Remove language that is redundant to other bylaws or with RONR. Also increases the
requirement for Judicial Committee eligibility to three years, which was our prior rule.

Committee vote: 4-0

Amend Article IX, Standing Committees:

C. General Provisions { new section }

   1.  All committee members must be delegate-eligible members of the State Party for the 
duration of their term. 

2. The chair of each committee must be an officer-eligible member of the State Party for 
the duration of their term. 

3. Each committee shall have a minimum of three members.

4. Committee members shall be elected from a list of volunteers at a regular convention. 
Additional members may be appointed by the Executive Committee.  

5. Additional requirements for a specific committee may be specified in these bylaws.

[C]D.  Committee Operations

    [1.  All committee members must be members of the State Party, and meet the qualifications 
specified in Article VI, Section B, Part 2. Additional requirements for any specific committee may be 
specified in these bylaws and the rules of the State Party.]

   3.  The chair of each committee shall:

    a.  Preside over all committee meetings;  

    [b.  Serve as the representative of the committee on the Board if the committee is 
authorized to have a representative, unless she is [already on the Board as] a member of the Executive 
Committee]

    [e.  Perform any other duties specified by these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, the 
Executive Committee, the Board, or the General Court. ]

 4.  The secretary of each committee shall: 

    [a.  Send a draft copy of the meeting minutes to the Secretary of the State Party no later 
than four days after the conclusion of any committee meeting; ]

    [f.  Perform any other duties specified by these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, the 
Executive Committee, the Board, or the General Court.]

 7.  Vacancies

    [a.  The committee members shall select alternate members of the committee to 
temporarily carry out the tasks of the committee chair or committee secretary if either member is 
temporarily unavailable. If the committee chair is also a member of the Executive Committee, the 
committee shall select another member to represent the committee at all Board meetings. If a committee 
member serving as the committee chair or committee secretary is no longer able to continue performing 
those duties, the committee members shall promptly select another member of the committee to fill the 
vacancy. If the vacancy is not promptly filled by the members of the committee, the Executive Committee
shall select a new committee chair or committee secretary as may be needed.]



b.  Members who choose to voluntarily resign from the committee should notify the 
secretary of the committee.  

c.    A member of a committee shall be deemed to have resigned if the member: 

    1.  Fails to attend two out of three consecutive meetings and does not provide an 
adequate explanation for the member’s absence to the chair of the committee; or 

   2.  Fails to attend three out of five consecutive meetings[; or]

    [3.  Is no longer eligible to serve on the committee.]

   [- For the purpose of this section, “meeting” shall include electronic ballots as well as 
meetings held [in person or] via electronic methods of communication.]

    8.  Representation on the Board  

   a.  For any committee that is required to provide a representative to the Board, the Chair 
of that committee shall serve as the representative for the committee on the Board. If the Chair of the 
committee is [already a member of the Board by virtue of being] on the Executive Committee, the 
committee shall select another committee member to serve as representative to the Board.

10. A Standing Committee may may meet entirely in person, or with some or all of the 
members utilizing electronic methods of communication to attend. Meetings shall conform to 
the procedures and rules specified in the rules of the State Party and, if applicable, as directed 
by the Executive Committee.

D.  Membership & Outreach Committee  

    2.  [Membership 

    a.  Member of the committee must be a dues-paying member of the State Party who has 
been a dues-paying member of the State Party in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 182
days.

    b.  The committee shall consist of a minimum of three and a maximum of sixteen 
members.  Committee members shall be elected, upon motion and majority vote as a slate via 
acclamation, from a list of volunteers at a regular convention. Additional members may be appointed by 
the Executive Committee.

    c.]  The member [designated] appointed as the Membership Director of the State Party 
by the Executive Committee shall be the committee chair. The Executive Committee shall appoint the 
initial committee secretary.  

E.  Politics & Campaign Committee   

    2.  [Membership

    a.  Members of the committee must be dues-paying members of the State Party.  

    b.  The committee shall consist of a minimum of three and a maximum of sixteen 
members.  Committee members shall be elected, upon motion and majority vote as a slate via 
acclamation, from a list of volunteers at a regular convention. Additional members may be appointed by 
the Executive Committee. 

    c. ] The [individual designated] member appointed as the Political Director of the State 
Party by the Executive Committee shall be the committee chair. The Executive Committee shall appoint 
the initial committee secretary.  

F.  Judicial Committee

    3.  A member of the State Party who is eligible to become a member of the Judicial Committee 
(hereinafter referred to as “Judicial-Eligible Member”) shall meet the following criteria [at the time of her 
election or appointment and during her entire time in office]:  



    [a.  Be a dues-paying member of the State Party who has been a dues-paying member of 
the State Party in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 91 days;]

    b.  Has been a dues-paying member of the State Party in good standing for at least [one 
year] three years;   

    c.  Be a current inhabitant of the state of New Hampshire and have been an inhabitant of 
the state of New Hampshire for at least the immediately preceding [91] 365 days;  

   f.  A member of the Judicial Committee shall not be a member of the Executive 
Committee or the Board.

    4.  The committee shall meet as is needed to carry out its duties, as called for by the chair of the 
committee [or], by the Executive Committee, or the Board.

G.  Bylaws & Rules Committee

    [2.  Membership

    a.  Members of the committee must be Delegate-Eligible Members of the State Party.   

    b.  The committee shall consist of a minimum of five and a maximum of sixteen members. 
Committee members shall be elected, upon motion and majority vote as a slate via acclamation, from a 
list of volunteers at a regular convention. Additional members may be appointed by the Executive 
Committee.]

4.  Meetings  

    [c.  The committee may meet entirely in person, or with some or all of the members 
utilizing electronic methods of communication to attend. Meetings shall conform to the procedures and 
rules specified in the rules of the State Party and, if applicable, as directed by the Executive Committee.]

    5.  Reports  

h. The committee shall prepare a draft report for the Executive Committee no 
later than 120 days before the first day of the annual convention of any proposals currently being
considered. If there are proposals under consideration at this time, the committee may conduct 
a survey of party members to solicit their views on the proposals. If such a survey is conducted, 
the results of the survey shall be included in the final report to the annual convention.

H.  Platform Committee  

[2.  Membership  

    a.  Members of the committee must be Delegate-Eligible Members of the State Party.   

    b.  The committee shall consist of a minimum of five and a maximum of sixteen members. 
...]

4.  Meetings  

    [c.  The committee may meet entirely in person, or with some or all of the members utilizing 
electronic methods of communication to attend. Meetings shall conform to the procedures and rules 
specified in the rules of the State Party and, if applicable, as directed by the Executive Committee.]

5.  Reports  

e. The committee shall prepare a draft report for the Executive Committee no 
later than 120 days before the first day of the annual convention of any proposals currently being
considered. If there are proposals under consideration at this time, the committee may conduct 
a survey of party members to solicit their views on the proposals. If such a survey is conducted, 
the results of the survey shall be included in the final report to the annual convention.

I.  Credentials Committee  

2.  Membership 



[a]2.  The members of the committee shall be:

   a.  The Membership Director, who shall be the chair of the committee;  

   b.  The Secretary of the State Party, who shall be the secretary of the committee;   

    c.  At least one member and not more than five members of the State Party who are not 
members of  the Executive Committee.  

d.  The members of the committee, excluding the Membership Director and Secretary, 
shall be appointed by the Executive Committee no later than 35 days prior to the first day of a 
convention.  

3.  The committee shall verify which members of the State Party are qualified as:  

a.  Verify which members of the State Party are qualified as:

4.  Meetings  

[d.  Meetings may be conducted via electronic methods of communication.]



Bylaws Proposal H – Update eligibility requirements around membership

Purpose: This change removes the requirement for delegates to be registered with the state as 
libertarians, but keeps it for officers and the JC. It also increases the requirement for Chair of the EC to 
ensure they’ve participated in the party for at least a year.

Prereq:  Membership Definitions & Eligibility Consolidation must pass first.

Effective: The reduced eligibility requirements shall take effect immediately.  The increased requirement
for Chair (V:C:3) shall take effect after this convention is adjourned.

Committee Vote: 3-0

Amend Article V:

C. Eligibility

1.  Delegate-Eligible Members of the State Party shall be all Dues-Paying members who have been
Dues-paying Members in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 35 days, and:

a. If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is a recognized option for affiliation, the 
member shall be registered as a Libertarian.

b. If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is not a recognized option for affiliation, 
the member shall not be registered as affiliated with any other political party. This 
provision shall not apply during the brief period in which an undeclared voter may 
temporarily change their party affiliation to vote in a partisan primary election on election 
day, provided they immediately switch their party affiliation back to undeclared.

c. who Hhave been an inhabitant of New Hampshire for at least the preceding 35 days.

2. Officer-Eligible Members of the State Party shall be all Delegate-Eligible members who have 
continually been a Dues-paying Member in good standing for at least the immediately preceding 
182 days., and:

a. If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is a recognized option for 
affiliation, the member shall be registered as a Libertarian.

b. If registered to vote, and the Libertarian Party is not a recognized option for 
affiliation, the member shall not be registered as affiliated with any other political 
party. This provision shall not apply during the brief period in which an 
undeclared voter may temporarily change their party affiliation to vote in a 
partisan primary election on election day, provided they immediately switch their
party affiliation back to undeclared.

c.  If the individual has been a dues-paying member for more than one year, a 
lapse of less than 30 days of dues-paying membership status during the prior 365 
days shall not disqualify officer-eligible membership status unless such a lapse 
occurred within the prior 90 days.

3. State Chair-Eligible Members of the State Party shall be all Officer-Eligible Members 
who have served not less than one term on a standing committee or on the Executive 
Committee of the State Party.

Amend Article VI, Officers, B:

VI. Officers

B.  Officers must meet the criteria for Officer-Eligible Member at the time of her election or appointment 
and during her entire time in office.  The Chair must meet the criteria for State Chair-Eligible 
Member at the time of their election.



Bylaws Proposal I – The Advisory Board

Purpose: The “Leadership Board” as currently specified by the LPNH bylaws is dysfunctional and to our 
knowledge does not meet. This proposal is an effort to restructure the board into a smaller group made 
up of the committee chairs, affiliate representatives, and 1-3 additional members selected by the EC. It is 
our hope, should the delegates choose to do so, that a restructuring of the Board would make it more 
effective.

Committee Vote: 4-0

Amend Article IV:A  Structure & Definitions

A.  The primary governing power of the State Party shall be vested in the Executive Committee, 
the [Leadership] Advisory Board (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”), and the New Hampshire 
Libertarian General Court (hereinafter referred to as the “General Court”) shall have the powers specified
by these bylaws and any special rules of order adopted by the State Party. 

Amend Article VII:

VII.  Executive Committee & [Leadership] Advisory Board    

B.  [Leadership] Advisory Board  

    1.  The purpose of the Advisory Board (referred to as “the Board” in these Bylaws) 
shall be to provide guidance and support to all organizations within and affiliates under the State Party 
and assist the Executive Committee with the development of strategic plans to achieve the goals of the 
State Party.  

    2.  Members of the Board must be Officer-Eligible Members of the State Party.  

    3.  The following persons shall be voting members of the Board: 

a.  The Officers of the State Party;

b.  A representative from each Affiliate 

c.  A representative from the Membership & Outreach Committee, the Politics & 
Campaign Committee, the Bylaws & Rules Committee, and the Platform Committee, who are not 
already members of the Board via a role specified in sub-item a;  

d.  The most recent previous Chair of the State Party that served at least four 
months as Chair of the State Party within the immediately preceding eight years and is not already a 
member of the Board via a role specified in sub-items a or b[, b, or c];  

e.  At least one and no more than [seven] three members of the State Party that 
have been appointed by the Executive Committee to serve a major volunteer role for the State Party or 
appointed by an Affiliate to serve a major role for that Affiliate, and have been selected to become a 
Board member by the Executive Committee. 

f. No Officers of the State Party may serve on the Board. If a current 
member of the Board is elected or appointed to an officer position, the seat shall be considered 
vacated upon that member becoming an Officer.  

6.  [The officers of the State Party shall be the officers of the Board Bylaws of the 
Libertarian Party of New Hampshire] The previous State Chair shall serve as interim chair of the 
Board until the Board elects its officers at or before their first meeting. If that position is 
unfilled, interim officers shall be appointed per Standing Committee rules.

7.  The Board shall have the following duties:

f. To provide advice and assistance to any Standing or Special Committee.



9.  Meetings  

a.  Meetings conducted in person shall be at a location within [15] 25 miles of the 
New Hampshire State House.  ...

e. The Board shall meet at least once every three months.

Amend Article IX:F Judicial Committee

F.  Judicial Committee  

    3.  A member of the State Party who is eligible to become a member of the Judicial 
Committee (hereinafter referred to as “Judicial-Eligible Member”) shall meet the following criteria at the 
time of her election or appointment and during her entire time in office:  

   f.  A member of the Judicial Committee shall not be a member of the Executive 
Committee or the Board.

    4.  The committee shall meet as is needed to carry out its duties, as called for by the chair 
of the committee or by the Executive Committee or the Board.

Amend Article XI:C:1 Affiliate Organizations

XI.  Affiliate Organizations

C.  Representation on the Board  

    1.  The Chair of each affiliate shall serve as the representative for the affiliate on the 
Board. If the Chair of the affiliate is already a member of the Board via [her role as a member of the 
Executive Committee or as the chair of a standing committee] another role, the Vice Chair of the affiliate 
shall be the representative of the affiliate. If both the Chair and the Vice Chair of the affiliate are already 
members of the Board via [either of the roles mentioned previously] another role, the Executive 
Committee of the affiliate shall select another member of the affiliate to serve as representative to the 
Board.  



Bylaw Proposal J – Eliminate the Leadership Board

Purpose: To remove the leadership board from the bylaws.

Prereq:  This amendment relies on several other proposals to pass first.  There is another proposal to 
restructure the leadership board – the delegates have an either-or choice between restructuring or 
eliminating the board.

Committee Vote: 3-0-1

Amend IV:A Structure & Definitions:

A. The primary governing power of the State Party shall be vested in the Executive 
Committee,[ the Leadership board (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”),] and the New 
Hampshire Libertarian General Court (hereinafter referred to as the “General Court”) shall have 
the powers specified by these bylaws and any special rules of order adopted by the State Party.

Amend VI Officers:

A.  The Officers of the State Party shall be a Chair, a Vice Chair, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an 
Officer at-Large. All officers shall be voting members of Executive Committee [and voting 
members of the Board].

F.  Chair

1. The Chair shall be the chief executive officer of the State Party, holding the 
powers of administration pertaining to the ordinary business affairs of the State Party and 
such other powers as may be delegated by the [Board or] General Court. The Chair shall 
serve as presiding officer for meetings of the Executive Committee[, the Board,] and the 
General Court.

3. The Chair shall be responsible for ensuring the completion of any tasks assigned to
the Executive Committee by [the Board,] the General Court, or the Libertarian National 
Committee.

I.  Treasurer

1. The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining accurate records of all income 
and expenses associated with the operation of the State Party and shall present a summary
of all income and expenses incurred at the regular meetings of the Executive Committee[, 
the Board,] and the General Court. The income and expense summary may be limited to 
activity since the last regular meeting of the body for which the report is being presented. 

2. The Treasurer shall, if necessary, provide assistance to members of the Board and 
officers of affiliate organizations regarding budgeting and financial matters.

K.

1. All officers of the party shall have any additional duties and powers specified by 
the Board, the General Court, these bylaws, and the rules of the State Party.

2. No Officer [or member of the Board] shall receive compensation for services as an 
Officer [or Board Member] but may be reimbursed for any reasonable expenses.

3. Whenever an Officer has a personal or financial interest in any matter coming 
before the Executive Committee[ or the Board], the affected person shall

M. Vacancies



4.          The Executive Committee shall, within 24 hours, inform the Board of any vacancy.
5. The Board shall fill vacancies of the Executive Committee, either via electronic 
methods of communication or in person, and as quickly as is reasonably possible. If the 
Chair position is vacant, the Board may choose to appoint a new Chair or may appoint the 
Vice Chair to be the new Chair and then appoint a new Vice Chair. If, however, the 
vacancy occurs not more than two weeks prior to a scheduled convention, the Board shall 
not fill the position, and at the convention, the General Court shall hold an election for 
that position.

O.  Officers shall have all powers delegated to them by these bylaws and any special rules of order 
adopted by the State Party. Officers shall have whatever additional duties are specified by these 
bylaws, any special rules of order adopted by the State Party, and at the direction of the Board or 
the General Court.

Delete VII:B (Leadership Board) section entirely

Amend VII Executive Committee & Leadership Board:

VII.  Executive Committee[ & Leadership Board]

A.  Executive Committee

1. The purpose of the Executive Committee (referred to as “committee” in this 
Section of this Article) shall be to oversee and act in respect to all matters pertaining to the
organization, maintenance, conduct, affairs, and interests of the State Party consistent 
with law, these bylaws, and any rules of the State Party. The Executive Committee shall 
act as directed by these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, the Board, and the General 
Court. The ongoing business of the State Party between conventions shall be administered
by the Executive Committee.

3. The committee shall manage the day-to-day operations of the State Party and 
shall have the control and management of all the affairs, properties, and funds of the State 
Party consistent with these bylaws and the rules the State Party. The committee shall carry
out any duties as specified by these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, the Board, and the 
General Court.

4. Meetings

e)          Draft minutes of committee meetings shall be distributed to all members of
the Board within four days of the adjournment of an Executive Committee 
meeting.

B. Leadership Board

{ this section deleted }

C.  General Provisions

1. Members of the Executive Committee and Affiliate Chairs shall have access to the 
current and past records of the State Party. [The Executive Committee shall have the 
authority to provide records and reports to other members of the Board.]

2. The Executive Committee [and the Board] shall have the power to go into 
executive session for any matters for which they determine it is necessary. Any discussion 
related to discipline regarding any member shall automatically be considered to be in 
executive session.

3. The Executive Committee [and the Board] shall have all the powers granted to 
them throughout these bylaws, any special rules of order adopted by the State Party, and 



any additional powers conferred upon them by law, and shall carry out any additional 
duties assigned to them by these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, and the General 
Court.

Amend IX Standing Committees:

B.  These committees shall be governed by these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, and the 
parliamentary authority. They may be assigned additional powers or duties by the Executive 
Committee[, the Board,] or the General Court.

D.  Committee Operations

2.  The chair of each committee shall:

b)          Serve as the representative of the committee on the Board if the 
committee is authorized to have a representative, unless she a member of the 
Executive Committee;

e) Perform any other duties specified by these bylaws, the rules of the State 
Party, the Executive Committee[, the Board,] or the General Court.

3.  The secretary of each committee shall:

f) Perform any other duties specified by these bylaws, the rules of the State 
Party, the Executive Committee[, the Board,] or the General Court.

6.  Vacancies

a) The committee members shall select alternate members of the committee 
to temporarily carry out the tasks of the committee chair or committee secretary if
either member is temporarily unavailable. [If the committee chair is also a member
of the Executive Committee, the committee shall select another member to 
represent the committee at all Board meetings.] If a committee member serving as 
the committee chair or committee secretary is no longer able to continue 
performing those duties, the committee members shall promptly select another 
member of the committee to fill the vacancy. If the vacancy is not promptly filled 
by the members of the committee, the Executive Committee shall select a new 
committee chair or committee secretary as may be needed.

7.  Representation on the Board

a)          For any committee that is required to provide a representative to the 
Board, the Chair of that committee shall serve as the representative for the 
committee on the Board. If the Chair of the committee is on the Executive 
Committee, the committee shall select another committee member to serve as 
representative to the Board.

b)          The committee shall select an alternate member to serve as the 
representative on the Board for cases in which the designated representative is 
unable to serve.

G.  Judicial Committee

3.  A member of the State Party who is eligible to become a member of the Judicial 
Committee (hereinafter referred to as “Judicial-Eligible Member”) shall meet the following
criteria at the time of her election or appointment and during her entire time in office:



e)  A member of the Judicial Committee shall not be a member of the Executive 
Committee[ or the Board].

4.  The committee shall meet as is needed to carry out its duties, as called for by the chair 
of the committee or by the Executive Committee[ or the Board].

H.  Bylaws & Rules Committee

4. Reports

f) The Report on the Special Rules of Order shall include all proposals 
examined by the committee [and any special rules of order and standing rules that 
have been adopted by the Board since the most recent convention].

J.  Credentials Committee

1.  The purpose of the Credentials Committee (referred to as “committee” in this Section 
of this Article) is to complete all tasks necessary to verify the membership status of all 
persons wishing to fulfill various roles within the State Party and any related tasks, as 
specified in these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, and as directed by the Executive 
Committee [and the Board].

4.  The committee shall verify which members of the State Party are qualified as:

(x) Present reports at conventions required by these bylaws, the rules of the 
State Party, the Executive Committee[, the Board,] or the General Court.

6.  The committee members shall carry out tasks assigned to the committee by the rules of
the State Party,  or the Executive Committee[, or the Board].

K.  Convention Committee

5.  The chair of the convention committee or another member designated as a 
representative of the committee shall attend all meetings of the Board and shall have a 
report prepared regarding the progress of the committee. This person shall not have a vote
on the Board if they are at a Board meeting representing this committee.

Amend X. Special Committees

A. The Executive Committee[, the Board,] and the General Court shall have the power to 
create special committees and appoint persons to those committees to advance the goals of the 
State Party. The body creating the special committee may assign an initial chair and secretary to 
the committee, specify reporting requirements, determine its initial membership, and assign the 
committee specific tasks that must be completed. If the meeting at which the special committee is
created adjourns without the completion of the aforementioned tasks, the Executive Committee 
shall complete those tasks.

B. If the [Board or] Executive Committee determines that a special committee should 
become a permanent Standing Committee, the Executive Committee shall create and submit a 
proposal for a bylaw amendment to the Bylaws & Rules Committee for consideration.

C. These committees shall be governed by these bylaws, the rules of the State Party, and the 
parliamentary authority. They may be assigned additional powers or duties by the Executive 
Committee[, the Board,] or the General Court.

Amend XI. Affiliate Organizations 



C.  Representation on the Board

1.          The Chair of each affiliate shall serve as the representative for the affiliate on the 
Board. If the Chair of the affiliate is already a member of the Board via her role as a 
member of the Executive Committee or as the chair of a standing committee, the Vice 
Chair of the affiliate shall be the representative of the affiliate. If both the Chair and the 
Vice Chair of the affiliate are already members of the Board via either of the roles 
mentioned previously, the Executive Committee of the affiliate shall select another 
member of the affiliate to serve as representative to the Board.

2.          Each affiliate shall select an alternate member to serve as the representative on the
Board for cases in which the designated representative is unable to serve. The alternate 
should be the Vice Chair unless that person has already become the representative or for 
other reasons cannot accept that role. {and renumber}

D.  Disaffiliation

1. If an affiliate organization has acted recklessly or acted in contravention of 
furthering the goals of the State Party, the State Party may end its association with the 
affiliate by:

a)          A a 3/4 vote of the Executive Committee; or.

b)          A 2/3 vote of the Board, excluding the representative of the affiliate in question, 
who shall not have a vote on the question of disaffiliation.

Amend XIV Amendments:

B.  Changes to special rules of order by the Board

1.          The Board shall have the power to create new special rules of order or modify 
existing special rules of order by a 2/3 vote at any regular meeting of the Board. A previous
notice shall be required.

2.          No special rules of order enacted by the Board may grant any additional power to 
the Board.

3.          The General Court shall have the power to veto any special rules of order passed 
by the Board at the first convention held after the Board has enacted the special rule of 
order. If the General Court vetoes a special rule of order enacted by the Board, the Board 
may not enact the same or a substantially similar special rule of order until after the 
adjournment of the annual convention of the next calendar year. However, the Bylaws & 
Rules Committee may make the same proposal or a similar proposal at any convention.



Bylaw Proposal K – Remove Consent Calendar

Purpose: This would remove the option of a consent calendar for Bylaws and Platform reports. There is 
another proposal to update and clarify the calendar rules– the delegates have an either-or choice 
between updating or eliminating. Submitted via member survey.

Committee Vote: 0-3-1

Remove Article XIV (Amendments) Section D (Consent Calendar).


