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Chair 
 
Jen Leatherbury: 
 
 

Politics has been an important part of my life for almost my entire adulthood. I 
joined the Libertarian Party in 2012, and I have been an active member of the 
state party and local party since then. From 2015 to 2021, I served as the chair 
of my local affiliate, the Virginia Peninsula Libertarian Party. Over the past ten 
years, I have volunteered on every statewide campaign for the LPVA and served 
as the 3rd Congressional District co-chair for the national campaigns for Gary 
Johnson and Jo Jorgensen in 2016 and 2020. Prior to my involvement in the 
Libertarian Party, I spent time as a member of the Democratic Party in 
Pennsylvania from 2003 until 2009 and assisted with multiple local, statewide, 

and national campaigns. While I realize that the Libertarian Party should have been my political 
home sooner, I gained a lot of skills during my time with the Democrats and would like to continue 
to put those skills to better use. If elected chair, I plan to spend the next year building a stronger 
network of resources for our candidates; both local statewide, and national. We will have a 
candidate for President in 2024 and I have a goal to be ready day one to start petitioning in Virginia 
and get our candidate on the ballot early enough to be able to assist other states with their ballot 
fight. LPVA has been my political home for the past decade, and feel my experience will guide me to 
serve members and to re-organize and strengthen this party.  
 
Outside of politics, I am a full time psychiatric Physician Assistant and have worked in outpatient 
practices for the past 19 years. I volunteer as an educator for Physician Assistant students from 
EVMS and Nurse Practitioner students from VCU. I am a member of a music fraternity and served 
on the executive board of my local alumnae chapter for the past ten years; including two as 
President. I have been married for ten years and have an eight year-old daughter and cherish time 
with my family.  

 
 
 
Vice Chair: 
 
Michael Bartley: 
I have campaigned for libertarians, libertarian initiatives, and the best local candidates since 
2004.  I prefer to be out on Election Day or passing out materials than chairing anything.  In fact, I 
have avoided positions within the party like the plague.  I love running for House of Delegates and 
have for the last three cycles.  In my opinion our biggest problems are: 1) getting the chair to submit 
my paperwork to the state 2) setting up the nominating convention and 3) gathering 
signatures.  We need to focus on helping candidates, not hindering them.   
 
Last year I was 16 signatures short and had no notarized petitions from volunteers.  If elected, I 
promise to: 1) help candidates, 2) run for office, and 3) not quit as vice chair.  Two of those will 
happen no matter what.  I know how hard it is to get on the ballot; the last thing we need is to have 
no officers.  If I lose as vice chair, and I sincerely hope that I will, whoever wins please don’t quit. 



Recruit candidates and help them!  Without candidates we are not a political party and may as well 
disband. 
 
Paul Bracco: 

 
A born-and-raised Virginian who has been a libertarian since college, 
having attended George Mason University and studying Economics 
under the many libertarians who teach there. He has been a member 
of the Libertarian Party since 2013 and active in the Libertarian Party 
at all levels since 2019. He is a past treasurer of the Libertarian Party 
of Northern Virginia and a current member of the national Libertarian 
Party’s 2022-2024 Bylaws & Rules Committee. Additionally, he has 
been a delegate for the Libertarian Party of Virginia at both the 2020 
and 2022 national conventions.  
  
If elected as Vice Chair of the LPVA, Paul hopes to focus on improving 

deficiencies in the LPVA’s Bylaws and Constitution and helping to support local affiliates, especially 
in setting up their finances and meeting their reporting requirements.  
 
 

Secretary: 
 
Jason Bruce 

 I take most of my Libertarian inspiration from the great Ron Paul and 
was first exposed to Anatomy of the State by Murray Rothbard in the 
Army. Both of these have helped to formulate and grow my passion in 
the Libertarian philosophy to a great extent. I’ve brought these 
qualities plus my expertise in organizational management to the 
Central Virginia affiliate as our Vice Chair and look forward to bringing 
this attention to detail mentality to the position of Secretary. If elected, 
my major goals are to ensure minutes and documentation are readily 
available (and actually correct) for all, streamline the overarching 
business practices to be a more effective and mobile force in Virginia 
politics and to ensure that ALL members have a voice.  
 

I firmly stand behind the notion that in order to lead, you must be able to follow, listen and make 
hard decisions. As a veteran of multiple combat deployments, I’ve learned that lesson time and time 
again with both great and poor leaders. Before the Army, I obtained a degree in Political Science 
and International Relations from Virginia Commonwealth University and after my time in the Army 
and 5 deployments, I went back to VCU for a degree in Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering with a 
minor in Math, because why do anything easy? Since then, I’ve moved on to being an Engineering 
Project Manager (with a PMP certification), where attention to detail is an absolute must. The 
ability to listen to team members from every background to both include and evaluate their input 
has been a strong point towards the success in my career and I believe would be a welcome 
addition to the organization. 


