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a $6.7 trillion debt

Costa Rican Libertarian visits LP office
■ Costa Rican Libertarian Otto Guevera (r) meets with LP Exec¬
utive Director Joe Seehusen at the Libertarian Party's national
office in Washington, DC on July 24.

Guevera, who served two terms in Costa Rica's national
legislature, was in town to speak at various Libertarian
organizations, including the Cato Institute, Citizens for a Sound
Economy, and the Institute for Humane Studies. He also met with
U.S. Rep. Ron Paul.

Seehusen said, "Otto is an extremely warm and charismatic
man, and it's easy to see why he's so popular. He is actively
seeking campaign assistance and funding from U.S. Libertarians,
and believes he has an outside chance of winning the multi¬
candidate presidential race in 2006."

Guevera was selected by La Nation — the country's largest
newspaper — as Congressman of the Year in 1999. He later left
that office because of term limits.

Currently there are five Libertarians in Costa Rica's 57-member
National Assembly. For information about the Costa Rican Liber¬
tarians, visit: www.libertario.org/en.

Hany Potter: The new
By Eryk Boston
SPECIAL TO LP NEWS

There is a pure joy in seeing lib¬ertarian principles expressed by
unexpected sources in a world

teeming with those who love power.
This is especially true when the ex¬
pression is focused on the next gen¬
eration. Thus, I am almost rapturous
about book five in the Harry Potter
series, The Order of the Phoenix.

The first blessing of the Harry Pot¬
ter series is that it is an example of a
gifted writer making an obscene for-

POP CULTURE

tune by creating a product people
love. It has recently been confirmed
that J.K. Rowling is now wealthier
than the World's Greatest Welfare
Mother, the Queen of England. That
alone is enough to warm my capital¬
ist heart.

But far more important is that the
first printing of The Order of the Phoe¬
nix will be 8.5 million copies. Subse¬
quent printings could number in the

Three LP candidates
on Calif, recall ballot

By Bill Winter
LP NEWS EDITOR

Three Libertarian candidateswill be on the ballot in
California's upcoming special
gubernatorial election —

including the president of a national
chain of discount cigarette stores who
is running on a platform of "smoker's
rights."

According to the list released by
the California secretary of state on
August 14, Ned Roscoe, Jack Hickey,
and Ken Hamidi have qualified to
appear on the October 7 ballot under
the Libertarian Party banner.

Each one submitted signatures
from at least 65 registered Libertar¬
ians, or paid a $3,500 filing fee, or
some combination of the two.

■ Libertarian Ned Roscoe will
run on a platform of "smoker's
rights" in California's gubernat¬
orial recall election on October 7.

wish to recall Democratic Governor

Gray Davis, and then, if Davis is re¬
called, will allow them to select his
replacement.

The Libertarian candidate with the

potential to run the highest-visibil¬
ity campaign appears to be Ned
Roscoe, 42, the president of the Ciga¬
rettes Cheaper chain of stores.

Cigarettes Cheaper, which has
been called the "nation's leading spe¬

cialty retailer" of discount tobacco
products, owns about 600 stores in
21 states. In 2001, the privately held
company had estimated sales of about
$750 million.

Roscoe is the son of the company's
CEO, John Roscoe. He has a bachelor's
degree in economics from the Uni¬
versity of Chicago (1982).

Crowded ballot
The Libertarian candidates will

appear on a crowded ballot with 132
other contenders, including actor
Arnold Schwarzenegger, State Sena¬
tor Tom McClintock, former baseball
commissioner Peter Ueberroth, col¬
umnist Arianna Huffington, business¬
man and former gubernatorial can¬
didate Bill Simon, and lieutenant
governor Cruz Bustamante.

Also running — although consid¬
ered to be less serious — are sumo

wrestler Kurt "Tachikaze" Rightmeyer,
Hustler magazine publisher Larry
Flynt, former child actor Gary

Coleman, Los Angeles billboard model
Angelyne, and watermelon-smashing
comedian Gallagher.

In all, 50 Democrats, 42 Republi¬
cans, and 32 independents qualified
— as well as four Green Party, two
Natural Law Party, one American In¬
dependent Party, and one Peace and
Freedom Party candidates.

Another 112 would-be guberna¬
torial candidates filed to run, but
failed to make the ballot because of
insufficient signatures or incomplete
paperwork.

The two-part ballot will allow Cali¬
fornia voters to first decide if they

Bagatorial book
Cigarettes Cheaper has attracted

attention for the political messages
— libertarian in nature — that it

prints on its shopping bags. They were
collected into a book entitled

Bagatorial that Roscoe co-authored
with Robert LeFevre.

In his cam¬

paign for gover¬
nor, Roscoe
said he will

try to win
votes from
California's
See RECALL
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Atlas Shrugged?
tens of millions. Millions of young
kids, and many not-so-young kids,
read these books repeatedly and ab¬
sorb every detail. And this is one of
the most anti-government books I've
read since Atlas Shrugged.

No taxation
I'm not the first person to point

out that the Harry Potter books have
a libertarian flavor. The wizarding
world in the series has a private bank¬
ing system and no apparent zoning
laws. Wizards have the right to carry

See POTTER Page 2

■ The hugely
popular books
about fledgling
wizard Harry
Potter have a pro
nounced "liber¬
tarian flavor."
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Gun rights conference set for Sept. 26-28

One of the nation's leading Second Amendment events — the18th Annual Gun Rights Policy Conference — will be held in
Houston, Texas on September 26-28.

The event, hosted by the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF)
and the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms
(CCRKBA), is an opportunity for gun rights supporters to plan
strategy, said SAF Vice President Alan Gottlieb.

"We've got to work together to plan our victories in the battle to
prevent the gun-grabbers from taking away our rights," he said.

The Gun Rights Policy Conference will feature speakers (still to be
announced), seminars and panels, and free Second Amendment-
related books and literature.

"The [conference] has historically been one of the yearly high¬
lights of the gun rights movement," said Gottlieb. "[It] gives pro-gun
activists the opportunity to mingle, share stories, listen to prominent
speakers, and learn more about the right to keep and bear arms."

The Gun Rights Policy Conference will be held at the George Bush
International Airport Marriott Hotel. There is no cost to attend.

To make reservations for the Gun Rights Policy Conference, visit:
www.saf.org. Or call the SAF at: (425) 454-7012.

Maryland court strikes down ballot laws

The Court of Appeals in Maryland has struckdown the state's "two-tier" ballot-access
requirement for third parties — paving the

way for the Maryland Libertarian Party to run
more candidates in future elections.

"Libertarians believed that the voters in

Maryland have been denied choices because of
election laws," said Maryland LP State Chair
Chip Spangler. "We are happy to see the court
agrees, and applaud its decision in this case."

The court's decision, announced on July 29,
had two major components:

■ It struck down the state's requirement
that third parties obtain 10,000 voter signatures for recognition as a
party — and then submit a second petition for each candidate with
the signatures of 1% of registered voters. That works out to about
27,000 additional signatures for a statewide race.

Instead, the court ruled that the original 10,000 signature
requirement is enough to keep "frivolous" candidates off the ballot.

Steve Boone, the campaign manager for the Spear Lancaster for
Governor campaign in 2002, said, "We agree with the court that the
requirement for candidates of 'minor parties' to petition twice to
appear on the ballot is a violation of equal protection. Different sets
of standards should not be applied to different sets of candidates."

■ It struck down a law that classified voters into two categories:
Active and inactive. Maryland has about 2.7 million active registered
voters and another 231,000 voters classified as "inactive." Signatures
from inactive voters were not counted on ballot access petitions.

In 2002, the Libertarian Party became the first third party in 37
years to run a gubernatorial candidate in Maryland.

0nPower.org examines government power

The Independent Institute has created a new website —www.OnPower.org — that will examine the "nature, growth, and
use of government power."

The site, which debuted on July 1, features an array of resources
for both researchers and the general public, said David J. Theroux, the
president of the Independent Institute.

"Although organized coercion by government has been studied for
millennia, much confusion still exists about its causes and effects," he
said. "What exactly is the nature of government power, and what are
its effects on individual liberty, war and peace, the rule of law, and
economic and social welfare? OnPower.org was created to help
students, writers, policy-makers, scholars, and the general public
arrive at better informed answers to these questions."

The site offers studies and commentary on such topics as civil
liberties, corporate welfare, national defense and foreign policy,
terrorism, the economy, and property rights.

OnPower.org also features quotations on power from more than 450
authors, scholars, and political leaders.

The site is designed to be a "one-stop Internet resource" on the
topic of government power, said Theroux. "No issue is more central to
the debate over public policy and more crucial to making peace, open
markets, individual liberty, and the rule of law," he said.

OnPower.org is a project of the Oakland, California-based Indepen¬
dent Institute's Center on Peace & Liberty, which studies the link
between war and the loss of freedom.

■ Steve Boone:

Equal protection.

Is The Orderof the Phoenix
an Atlas Shrugged for 2003?
Continued from Page 1
a wand — more dangerous than any
firearm — at all times for the express
purpose of self-defense. The schools
are largely independent (until this
book). Dumbeldore, the most power¬
ful wizard alive, actively avoids a
position in government. Independent
action is celebrated. Notably absent is
any mention of a system of taxation.

There is a formal government, but
its purpose has been primarily to hide
the wizarding world from muggles
(i.e. you) and to control abuse of
magic that could harm others. Until
now, the high-ranking government
ministers in the tales have generally
been either pompous jerks or
bumbling fools. With the exception
of the time when the Minister of

Magic knowingly put an innocent
man in prison as a public-relations
stunt, the authorities have almost
been comic relief.

In this book, they cross the line
into being dangerously corrupt. They
deliberately conceal a mortal threat
to the world. They engage in cam¬
paigns of character assassination
against political enemies. By the end,
the Minister's personal assistant re¬
sorts to the use of torture to retain

power and reveals that she sent as¬
sassins to take out Harry Potter. The
book is meticulous in detailing the
wrong they do, the malice in their
intent, and the harm they cause.

The true villain
While Lord Voldemort is the great

evil of the series, Dolores Umbridge,
the aforementioned government as¬
sistant, is the true villain of the book.
She becomes the new Defense against
the Dark Arts professor and institutes
a government-approved curriculum
— ostensibly intended to teach de¬
fense, but in reality designed to cre¬
ate helpless and dependent students.
Her first class and her appalling "We
raise our hands!" teaching method is
enough to cause flashbacks in any
victim of government schools.

She becomes a case study in power
lust as she seizes control through the
assumption of titles, rituals of obe¬
dience, censorship, personal enforc-

HARRY POTTER
FACT FILE
■ The idea for the Harry
Potter series came to author
J.K. Rowling while on a train
in England. By the time she
arrived in London, she had
already conceived all the
major characters and plotted
out the seven books that will
make up the series.
■ Rowling started writing
the first book, Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer's Stone,
while unemployed and on the
dole. She wrote it in longhand
because she couldn't afford a

typewriter or computer.
■ The first four Harry Potter
books have sold about 192
million copies in 55 lan¬
guages in 200 countries.

■ Thanks to the Harry Potter
books, Rowling is now richer
than the Queen of England.
According to the Times of
London, Rowling is worth
$444 million, while the
Queen must struggle to get
by with just $397 million.
■ In the 2002 edition, J.K.
Rowling joined Albert Ein¬
stein and Sigmund Freud as
an entry in the Encyclopaedia
Britannica.

ers, and the issuance of new decrees
whenever her intentions are

thwarted.
But the joy of the story is how

the students and professors respond
to this tyranny. The very title of the
book refers to a private organization
meant to fight Lord Voldemort, de¬
spite the cowardice of the state. I
won't include any spoilers, but I can
say that kids who read the book will
get a fine lesson in civil disobedience,
passive resistance, occasional active
resistance, and the price of seeking
power by state fiat.

Faced with classes designed to rob
them of an education, the students
organize to educate themselves in
clear violation of the new decrees.
State interference with the press is
bypassed by utilizing an alternative
method. The official effort to silence
a news story results in the entire
school reading it in one day.

Righteous resistance
And that is the key to Umbridge's

downfall. As a fan of natural conse¬
quences, I found great delight in see¬

ing her plans collapse under their own
weight as soon as she got exactly
what she wanted. This book will do
much to instill in a generation of
children an aversion to illegitimate
state authority and an acceptance of
righteous resistance.

As a bonus, decades of government
school's efforts to make Americans
illiterate could be destroyed over¬

night as millions of kids line up to
buy an 870-page tome. Add all five
books together, and they are longer
than War and Peace by a wide mar¬
gin. Plus, there are two more to come.
While the books are widely enjoyed
by children, neither the plot nor the
vocabulary of the books can be said
to be childish.

If you haven't already, read the
books. Just get the first book and
start reading. You'll soon have read
all five, and find yourself happily
spellbound in Harry's world — wait¬
ing eagerly for book six.

■ About the author: Libertarian Eryk
Boston lives in Massachusetts.
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Illinois Libertarians blast 'big lie' budget crisis

■ Past LP gubernatorial candidate Jim Tobin (at podium) and LP Library, Tobin charged that "even as the state budget appears to be
Executive Director Jeff Trigg charge state politicians with running a shrinking, spending has increased wildly. Hidden, off-budget
"massive shell game." At a press conference at the Peoria Public spending has increased $4 billion over the past year."

State party director,
taxpayer advocate
rip hidden spending

The Illinois Libertarian Party andthe Illinois Taxpayer Education
Foundation (ITEF) joined forces

to blast the state government for a
"house-of-cards" budget.

Illinois LP Executive Director Jeff

Trigg and ITEF President Jim Tobin
conducted a joint news conference in
the Peoria Public Library on July 9 to
expose a $4 billion increase in the
state's off-budget expenditures and
$1 billion in tax hikes.

"Springfield is running a massive
shell game," charged Tobin. "Even as
the state budget appears to be shrink¬
ing, spending has increased wildly.
Hidden, off-budget spending has in¬
creased $4 billion over the past year.

"To pay for these massive hidden
spending hikes, Springfield is squeez¬
ing businesses and consumers with
$1 billion in tax hikes. High taxes
are going to choke Illinois' economy
and increase unemployment, unless
Springfield exercises some restraint
and common sense."

Off-budget spending
While the state budget technically

fell from $52.7 billion in Fiscal Year
2002 to $52.6 billion in FY 2003, the
budget "doesn't touch the problem of
off-budget spending," said Tobin.

The $4 billion in off-budget spend¬
ing paid for lottery winnings, social
services, salaries, and pensions, said
Tobin.

"Like con men tricking old ladies
out of their pension checks, the
Springfield tax-grabbers have been
running a shell game," he said.

According to the Illinois Comptrol¬

ler, total state expenditures actually
increased from about $69 billion in
2002 to about $74 billion in 2003.

Tobin also said the state govern¬
ment, despite its claims to be run¬
ning a $5 billion deficit, still has
enough money for "pork projects."

For example, he noted, the bud¬
get includes $7 million to restore the
Lake Michigan shoreline in Chicago,
$30 million for the Argonne National
Laboratory, and $1 million to build a
biomedical research facility at North¬
western University.

"Judging by their spending behav¬
ior, I'd say not even the politicians
in Springfield really believe there's a
crisis," he said.

In addition to his role with the
ITEF and the National Taxpayers
United of Illinois, Tobin was the 2002
LP candidate for Lt. Governor.

Trigg echoed Tobin's charges, not¬
ing that the state government was
also raising fees to cover its growing
off-budget expenses.

"Local governments all over Illi¬
nois are just now learning of fee in¬

creases that Governor [Rod]
Blagojevich and the General Assem¬
bly are using to prop up their house-
of-cards budget," he said.

Passing the buck
"[Politicians] are effectively pass¬

ing the buck to local governments to
take the blame for higher taxes, while
taking credit for not having to raise
state income or sales taxes," he said.

New fees for solid waste manage¬
ment, water and sewer mains, and
hazardous waste permits will cost

towns and cities at least $56 million
a year, said Trigg. The fee hikes were
approved by the General Assembly on
June 20.

The press conference generated
statewide media coverage, and at¬
tracted journalists from at least two
TV channels, three radio stations, and
two newspapers.

The Illinois Taxpayer Education
Foundation (ITEF) is a non-profit,
organization that researches and pub¬
licizes taxation and government
spending issues.

Michigan judge dismisses
local LP's slander lawsuit

Reformatted Platform
website is now online

A Michigan judge has dismisseda defamation lawsuit filed by
the Oakland County LP against

a Republican candidate who claimed
Libertarians say "it's okay to do
drugs."

While the judge seemed to ac¬

knowledge that the statement was
untruthful, he dismissed the suit on
the grounds that it was "non-action-
able political hyperbole" protected by
the First Amendment.

On July 17, Troy District Judge
Michael Martone granted a summary
disposition against the lawsuit, which
had been filed against Troy city coun¬
cil candidate Cristina Pappageorge. A
summary disposition means the judge
didn't think there was enough evi¬
dence to take the suit to trial.

However, Oakland County Liber¬
tarians said they were satisfied by the
ruling.

"In one sense, we got exactly what
we wanted — a public declaration
that Mrs. Pappageorge lied," said Oak¬
land County LP Chair Nathan Allen.
"The judge concluded that lies are

protected political speech under the
First Amendment."

The Oakland County LP filed the
slander suit against Pappageorge on
February 26, after the Republican had
attacked Libertarian Troy city coun¬
cil candidate Martin Howrylak two
weeks earlier at a televised debate.

Issues were smokescreen
In the debate, Pappageorge

charged that the local issues raised
by incumbent Howrylak were a
"smokescreen," and that Howrylak's
re-election would encourage children
to use marijuana.

She stated: "Mr. Howrylak is a city
official; Mr. Howrylak is a Libertar-

■ Martin Howrylak: The Oakland
County LP charged that he was
slandered by a Republican rival.

ian; Libertarians say it's okay to do
drugs."

The attack didn't help Pappa¬
george: Howrylak was the top vote-
getter in the April 7 election, easily
winning his re-election bid.
Pappageorge came in third and was
not elected.

See SLANDER Page 7

Thanks to a new website, LPmembers can now view and com¬

ment on the "reformatting"
project that may change the face of
the Libertarian Party's Platform.

The website — located at

www.aznorthernalliance.org/
LNCplatform — has rewritten versions
of more than half of the Platform's
61 planks, and has a feedback
mechanism so party members can
make suggestions, said George
Squyres, a member of the LP Platform
Special Committee.

"The website was created so the

reformatting of the Platform would
be available to the membership as a
whole, so that membership input and
feedback could be incorporated into
the process," he said.

"People who care about the Plat¬
form — and want to understand the

reformatting process or want to con-

“PIeople who care
about the Platform
can view the process,

see the results we

are producing, and
participate in it"
—George Squyres

tribute to it — can view the ongoing
process, see the results we are pro¬
ducing, and participate in it."

The project is part of the Liber¬
tarian Party's Strategic Plan, adopted
by the Libertarian National Commit-

See WEBSITE Page 14
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POLITICAL NEWS

The 'L' word crops up in unusual contexts

The "L-word" has been cropping up in the news in a number ofunexpected venues recently.
In Maryland, for example, Baltimore Mayor Martin O'Malley is

under the impression that President Bush is a "libertarian."
In an August news conference, O'Malley blasted the "libertarian

president" for "treating Baltimore and other major cities very
shabbily." Bush isn't really a Republican, opined O'Malley, because
Republicans stand for "fiscal responsibility."

In the online version of the Weekly Standard (August 8), reporter
Katherine Mangu-Ward notes that Democratic presidential candidate
Dennis Kucinich claims to be drawing support from libertarians.

But, she commented, "libertarians are markedly less enthusiastic.
And it's hardly surprising that organizations like the Libertarian Party
aren't eager to back a man who is devoted to universal health care,
universal day care, and a cabinet-level Department of Peace."

In a speech at New York University on August 7, former vice
president Al Gore managed to work "Libertarian" and "Mugwump" into
the same sentence. Gore said all Americans "whether you're a
Democrat or a Republican — or an Independent, a Libertarian, a Green
or a Mugwump," have a role to play in a representative democracy.

No, a Mugwump isn't a character from Harry Potter. Originally a
label for a renegade Republican who refused to support the party's
presidential candidate in 1884, it has broadened to mean a political
independent, or someone who can't make up his mind about issues.

Is Georgia e-vote system

Anew touchscreen votingsystem used statewide since
2002 should be scrapped

because of its enormous potential for
fraud and abuse, the Georgia LP says.

"As a 28-year veteran computer
engineer, I knew these new voting
machines would be vulnerable to vote

tampering, but it just floored me
when I found out how terribly
vulnerable they really are," said
Georgia LP State Chair Dr. Helmut
Forren on July 10.

His comments came after a New Zealand-based website — www.

scoop.co.nz — alleged that Diebold voting machines can be manipu¬
lated to change the outcome of an election. The machines use a

computerized voting system that produces no paper ballots.
According to the website, the software that runs the Diebold

machines has been available on an unsecured website, and the
electronic "audit trail" that records changes to software or vote totals
can be doctored to hide any evidence of tampering.

"[This] shocking report puts Georgia in the spotlight for potential
vote-counting fraud," said Forren. "This report shows that the system
for vote counting is completely insecure."

The Georgia LP has set up an online petition at www.404-
Freedom.com to allow state voters to demand a more secure and

trustworthy voting system, said Forren.
"We are calling on the Georgia legislature to do the right thing and

scrap this fraud-prone system now," he said. "This system cannot stay
in place if Georgians are ever to trust that their votes really count."

Medical pot amendment fails in U.S. House

An amendment that would have protected medical marijuanapatients from prosecution by federal agencies didn't pass in the
U.S. House — but it did surprisingly well, say supporters.

The amendment to the Commerce-Justice-State Department
Appropriations bill failed on a 152-273 vote on July 23. However, that
was a much more promising result than a 1998 resolution opposing
state medical marijuana laws, which passed on a 311-98 vote.

"The vote is clearly moving in our favor," Bruce Mirken of the
Marijuana Policy Project told the San Francisco Chronicle. "[Politicians
are starting to realize] that this is an issue of compassion."

The measure was introduced by U.S. Reps. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY)
and Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA). It was supported by Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX).

Had it passed, the amendment would have prohibited the Justice
Department — including the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
— from spending money to arrest medical marijuana patients and pro¬
viders, or to otherwise interfere with states' medical marijuana laws.

California voters legalized medical marijuana in 1996. However, the
federal DEA has continued to raid medical marijuana distribution
centers and arrest cancer, AIDS, and multiple sclerosis patients who
use the drug on the advice of a physician. Currently, eight states allow
the cultivation and use of marijuana for medicinal purposes.

ripe for fraud?

LP grocery tax repeal effort
loses in Montrose, Colorado
It turns out that residents ofMontrose, Colorado don't want to

reduce their own taxes.
On July 15, voters rejected by a

surprisingly large margin a measure
sponsored by the Western Slope Lib¬
ertarian Party that would have re¬
pealed the town's grocery tax.

When all the ballots were counted,
2,842 votes were cast against the
measure (71.9%), while 1,109 resi¬
dents voted in favor of it (28.1%).

A record-breaking 67% of the
town's 5,866 registered voters partici¬
pated in the referendum.

The special election ballot asked
voters whether they wished to repeal
a 3% tax on food purchased for home
consumption. A "yes" vote would
have saved taxpayers about $2.3 mil¬
lion annually, and reduced city rev¬
enue by about 17%.

Jo-Jo Ping, past chair of the West¬
ern Slope LP, said she thought the
tax-cut measure failed because city
politicians told voters that public
services would be slashed if it passed.

Frighten voters
"I believe the city has done ev¬

erything they can to frighten or co¬
erce the voters not to pass this ordi¬
nance," she told the Daily Sentinel.

Before the election, local politi¬
cians and tax supporters said the gro¬
cery tax cut would "cripple govern¬
ment," and charged that the repeal
effort was sponsored by "people who
don't like government."

“I BELIEVE THE

city has done
everything they

can to frighten the
voters not to pass

this ordinance"

—Jo-Jo Ping

The measure was opposed by the
Montrose Chamber of Commerce's
board of directors, the Montrose Eco¬
nomic Development Corporation, and
the Committee to Protect Our Qual¬
ity of Life.

Western Slope LP Chair Mike
Humbert said he was proud that Lib¬
ertarians tried to repeal the tax, even
if the effort fell short.

"It is just plain wrong to tax gro¬
cery food items, so we did our best
to change it," he said.

"When I moved here about three
years ago from Denver, I was appalled
to find out the city was taxing food
items at the grocery store. I had never
heard of such a practice and had al¬
ways assumed that essentials of life
were never taxed anywhere."

During the repeal campaign, Lib¬
ertarians said the grocery tax was
immoral because it placed an unfair

burden on the poor and elderly.
"To me, [the vote] came down to:

Do you care about your neighbor or
do you care about yourself? This is¬
sue brought that to the forefront, and
that's why we said it's a moral issue,"
Humbert told the Daily Sentinel.

Had it passed, the initiative would
have eliminated the tax on food pur¬
chased for home consumption — in¬
cluding staples such as bread, milk,
vegetables, and meat — but would
not have changed the tax status of
packaged food or meals purchased in
restaurants.

Norm Olsen, the State Chair of the
Colorado LP, said the Montrose tax

fight was inspiring, despite the loss.

Fight city hall
"It's been said that you can't fight

city hall," he said. "Mike Humbert
and his fellow Libertarians in
Montrose are proving this all wrong.
What the Western Slope Libertarian
Party has done makes me proud to
be a Libertarian."

Western Slope Libertarians had
collected more than 500 signatures
from registered voters to put the tax
repeal initiative on the ballot.

During the campaign to pass the
measure, Libertarians had argued that
the city government did not need the
revenue from the grocery tax.

"The city of Montrose claims it
needs the money, but Libertarians say
citizens on fixed incomes need the

money more," he said at the time.

Ron Crickenberger ends 6-year tenure
as political director in Washington, DC
As part of an ongoing effort tocut costs, Ron Crickenberger

has been laid off from his po¬
sition as LP political director at the
party's Washington, DC headquarters.

Crickenberger had served as the
party's first full-time political direc¬
tor from 1997-2003, except from Sep¬
tember 1997-September 1998, when
he was the party's national director.
His last day was July 15.

LP National Chair Geoffrey Neale
said the layoff was necessary because
of the dramatic reduction in contri¬
butions the party has been suffering
from since late 2001.

"The LNC [Libertarian National
Committee, Inc.] felt that it had to
pursue further overhead reductions
in order to guarantee the financial
health of the organization," he said.

At its June 28-29 meeting in Se¬
attle, the LNC had passed a motion
directing Neale to work with Execu¬
tive Director Joe Seehusen to reduce
the salary costs of employees to meet
the DP's "core" budget.

Neale said he appreciated the good

work Cricken¬

berger had
done as a party
employee.

"Ron has
been a tireless
worker for lib¬

erty over the
years," he said.
"I have great
respect for him ■ Ron Cricken-
as a dedicated berger: He 'was
activist, and the conductor.'
know that he
will continue to work for liberty in
whatever venue he seeks."

Neale also said the party may try
to hire Crickenberger on a contract¬
ing basis to work on specific projects
in the future, if finances permit.

For his part, Crickenberger said he
had enjoyed his tenure as political
director.

"It was a great six years," he said.
"During the years I was political di¬
rector, we ran more candidates every
year, and the number of Libertarians
in office increased every single year.

Even during the last couple of years
of falling membership and funds, we
still managed to run more candidates
and elect more Libertarians than ever.

"But I was just the conductor. It
was the hard-working candidates of
the LP who played the symphony.
Thanks to them all for helping me to
do the hard work of freedom."

Still deciding
Crickenberger said he is still de¬

ciding what he will do next.
"I have already received offers

from a number of libertarian organi¬
zations to do work for them," he said.
"And I have several projects of my
own to pursue."

During Crickenberger's tenure as
political director, the number of
elected Libertarians more than

tripled, from 180 to over 600.
In 2000, Crickenberger ran for U.S.

House (8th District) in Virginia. That
same year, he was named a "Rising
Star of Politics" by Campaigns and
Elections magazine — a first for any
third party.
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Three Libertarians on recall ballot
Continued pom Page 1
4 million smokers.

"I want to be a candidate for gov¬
ernor so that smokers will get more
power," he told the Fairpeld Daily Re¬
public. "And if I can get just half of
them to vote for a smokers' candi¬
date, that might be enough to win."

According to Roscoe's campaign
literature, "About 20% of California
adults smoke cigarettes. That means
4,000,000 Californians over the age
of 18 smoke cigarettes. If half of
those people vote, and if half of those
voters vote with us, that's enough
votes to carry the election."

Even if he doesn't actually win,
Roscoe said that if he earns enough
votes, he will "send a powerful mes¬
sage to the lawmakers."

"I believe we have three ways to
win in this," Roscoe told the Palm
Beach Desert Sun. "The first is to get
the most votes and become governor.
The second is to get someone else to
adopt the platform. And the third is
to demonstrate enough political
power for smokers that the politicians
start to treat them with respect."

The campaign will be broader than
just smoking rights, said Roscoe. Ac¬
cording to his campaign literature, it
will also focus on:

■ "No New Taxes! The state has

plenty of ways to take money from
the people. Current [tax] rates are too
high."

■ "No New Stupid Laws! Califor¬
nia enacts more than a thousand new

laws every year. There are more laws
already than anyone can obey. Poli¬
ticians spend too much time trying
to design the perfect California."

■ "Get the Work Done! You've
heard people say, 'That's OK for gov¬
ernment work.' Citizens pay a lot for
government — and should be well
served."

Roscoe said he will use Cigarettes
Cheaper stores as his campaign head¬
quarters, and expects to spend only
$5,000 to $10,000 on his campaign.
Instead, he will rely on media atten¬
tion, word-of-mouth, and proselytiz¬
ing in the Cigarettes Cheaper stores,
he said.

Since the average customer spends
about 45 seconds making a purchase,
that will mean plenty of time for him
and campaign volunteers to ask for
votes, he said.

Roscoe has already hit the cam¬
paign trail, with stops in Palm Desert
and Porterville in mid-August.

The campaign will not accept con¬
tributions, said Roscoe.

Unusual move
In an unusual move, Cigarettes

Cheaper vice president Jeremy
Chapman had planned to run for gov¬
ernor as a Democrat, and run on the
same "smoker's rights" platform as
Roscoe.

However, Chapman had not regis¬
tered as a Democrat at least three
months before the election as re¬

quired by state law, and was disquali¬
fied from running.

Chapman and Roscoe had planned
to run under the informal umbrella
of the "Smoker's Party," which is not

a recognized party in the state.
Roscoe has past experience in

politics: In 1998, he led the campaign
against Proposition 10, which was
passed by voters and imposed a 50-
cent tax on every pack of cigarettes.

In 2000, he backed Proposition 28,
an initiative to repeal the new ciga¬
rette tax. The California LP endorsed
the proposition, and then-State Chair
Mark Hinkle said, "We congratulate

Ned Roscoe for leading this effort and
we look forward to a campaign to re¬
peal a tax that should never have
passed in the first place."

However, Proposition 28 was re¬

jected by California residents, win¬
ning only 28% of the vote — about
1.3 million votes.

For campaign information, visit:
www.smokersparty.com.

Also on the gubernatorial ballot

will be Libertarian Jack Hickey, 69, a
retired research scientist and Navy
veteran from Redwood City who
serves on the Sequoia Healthcare Dis¬
trict board. He was elected to that

post in November 2002.

Dissolve district boards
If elected governor, Hickey said

he would abolish "unnecessary agen¬
cies" and dissolve special district
boards, including the healthcare dis¬
trict board he sits on.

He also said he would offer prop¬
erty-tax credits to pay for educational

expenses, and said he supports the
death penalty and opposes abortion.

Hickey had previously run for the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District board.

The third Libertarian candidate is
Ken Hamidi, 51. His website says,
"Due to the short filing notice,
Hamidi is registered Libertarian but
considers himself Independent."

In addition, six other Libertarians
took out papers to run for governor,
but did not file the paperwork or were
rejected by the secretary of state, and
will not appear on the ballot.

THE ADVOCATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT PRESENT

10% stateparty
arowthmom event!
1/

Aten percent growth in membership?At ONE event?
That’s what the Alaska Libertarian

Party accomplished at the Alaska State Fair
this August — with the help of an Operation
Politically Homeless (OPH) booth.

At their OPH booth, Libertarian Party of
Alaska volunteers gave the World’s Smallest
Political Quiz to 290 fair attendees — and got
the names and addresses of 134 prospective
libertarians.

“The Alaska Liber¬
tarian Party added 15
new dues-paying mem¬
bers,” reports State
Chair Al Anders. “That
is better than 10 per¬
cent growth.”

Look below to see

how YOU can get your
OPH kit — and start

putting this proven tool
to work for your liber¬
tarian organization!

ENDORSED BY
LP LEADERS,
INCLUDING:

■ Former LP National
Chair Jim Lark

■ LP leader, writer, and
activist Mary Ruwart.

■ Gary Nolan Campaign
Manager Steve Dasbach

■ Past LP Political Director
Ron Crickenberger.

And many, many more!

“SOMETHING GREAT!”
Pear Advocates,

When I ordered the OPH kit last month. I was

expecting, and received, something good. But I did not
expect something GREAT, something so effective.

[We set up our OPH booth] at the Junior States of
America (JSA) convention in Santa Clara, CA. In about four
hours, we got over 40 names and addresses of libertarians,
future voters of America.
OPH really works!

JSA is composed of
and run by high school
students. Hundreds
attended. I'm convinced
these young adults are the
cream of the crop, future
voters who are actively
interested and involved in
this nation's politics.

Thanks for all the hard
work of those Advocates who

developed and tested OPH
over the years.

— Richard Lundquist

The Rev. Michael Mitchell — dressed as Uncle
Sam — gives the World’s Smallest Political Quiz
to a potential libertarian at the Alaska State Fair.

Thousands of Americans are waiting for YOU to help
them Discover Liberty and become active libertarians!

Visit www.TheAdvocates.org.
Or call 1-800-932-1776 — today

□ Send me OPH Booth(s) for $47.50 each!
■ S&H $4.50 (per OPH booth) Total enclosed $
Charge credit card # Expires:
Name

Address

City State zip

EMAIL: PHONE:

Mail check, money order or credit card info to: Advocates for Self-Government
• 213 South Erwin Street, Cartersville, GA 30120 • Call toll-free: 800-932-1776
Email: advocates@TheAdvocates.org • Visit our website: www.TheAdvocates.org

Want to discover dozens,
or even hundreds, of
libertarian-leaning folks in
your community — and
have FUN doing it? Then
OPH is for you! Put the
proven, tested magic of
OPH to work for your
local, state or campus
libertarian organization.
OPH transforms an

ordinary outreach booth
into a crowd-pleasing,
convert-winning event —
and lets you get the names
and addresses of eager
libertarian-leaning folks in
your community!

To order your OPH kit,
use the coupon to the
left. Or call toll-free
1-800-932-1776. Or go to
www.DiscoverLiberty.org.

Get started discovering
libertarians in your own
backyard — in the most
efficient way ever!
OPH and Discover Liberty
are brought to you by the
Advocates (or Self-Government
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TALKING POINTS

Regulating kids' video games,
and a lemonade stand lesson
■ Spurious sprawl

Data newly available from the
2000 Census show that at least 94.6%
of the United States is rural open
space — calling into question one of
the most common arguments made
in defense of smart growth and com¬
pact urban development: that we are

"running out" of open space.
More than two out of three Ameri¬

cans live in urbanized areas. These
areas collectively cover 2% of the
nation's land area.

Counting urbanized areas and ur¬
ban clusters together, nearly four out
of five Americans live in an urban

setting. Urbanized areas and urban
clusters cover 2.6% of the nation's
land.

Together, urbanized areas, urban
clusters, and [low-population] rural
places occupy 5.4% of the nation's
land, while urban areas alone cover

just 2.6%. Rural open space thus cov¬
ers between 94.6% and 97.4% of the
land in the United States.
— Randal O'Toole

Environment & Climate News
— July 2003

■ OSHA for criminals
Gun control laws are like OSHA for

criminals. When criminals have guns
and their victims don't, crime be¬
comes a safer occupation.
— THOMAS SOWELL

TownHall.com, July 27, 2003

■ 30-day occupation
Defense Secretary Donald

Rumsfeld told a [Congressional] hear¬
ing that the "burn rate" for Ameri¬
can money to fund the military pres¬
ence in Iraq was now $3.9 billion a
month — almost $1 billion a week.

But that billion a week is just the
beginning. It doesn't include the cost
of running Iraq's government and re¬
building it, which could be an addi¬
tional billion a month, according to
rough U.N. estimates.

How will the reconstruction be
funded? For the administration it's an

especially painful question, because
it comes at a time when the U.S.

economy is in the doldrums [and]
budget deficits are ballooning

Why did the administration rush
into this war so ill prepared for what
would come after?

Supposedly there was a clear and
present danger from Saddam
Hussein's weapons of mass destruc¬
tion, but even if it was present,
clearly it wasn't imminent. No such
weapons were used and none have
been found.

While administration hawks were

pushing hard for war, however, they
airily dismissed questions about the
long-term cost of occupying post-
Saddam Iraq. An occupation might

not have to last more than "30 to 60 T
days," [predicted one] State Depart- I HE PROBLEM WITH
ment official.
— Christopher Dickey regulating VIQ.QO

Newsweek, July 21, 2003
games is that

■ Give them ours _ ■ • •

The United States is putting to- there S little
gether a Constitution now for Iraq.
Why don't we just give them ours? evidence OJ Q link
It's served us well for 200 years, and
we don't appear to be using it any- between video games
more, so what the hell? J :
— Jay Leno and aggressive youth:

The Tonight Show
August 5, 2003

■ Umpteen laws
This local story quickly went na¬

tional. Little six-year-old girl has a
lemonade stand out in Naples,
Florida. Neighbor turns in the kid for
operating a "temporary commercial
business" without a license. Cops say,
"Normally we don't get involved in it
but once we receive a formal com¬
plaint we have to take action."

Oh brother.
Folks, if this kind of thing goes

on, what it means, basically, is that
anyone who wants to harass anyone
else need merely find some ordinance
that the person being harassed has
possibly violated.

Then phone in a tip to cops or
bureaucrats, who will feel they "have
to act." Since there are umpteen laws
on the books, many of which contra¬
dict each other, shouldn't be too hard
for all of us to turn each other in.
— Paul Jacob

Common Sense, July 24, 2003

■ Kiddie porn
Parents of students at Livingston

Middle School in Overton County, Ten¬
nessee, want to know why the school
had a security camera in the school's
locker room that photographed the
children changing clothes.

They also want to know why those
images were stored on a computer
that anyone apparently could access
from the Internet. So they are suing
to find out.

A lawyer from the school refused
to comment.
— CHARLES OLIVER

Reason Online, August 6, 2003

■ The neocon threat
The rise of neoconservatism on the

right [is a danger to American lib¬
erty]. The movement is using the
threat of terrorism to expand govern¬
ment at home and abroad.

Underlying neoconservatism is a
desire to reshape America and the
world through the efforts of a robust
federal government. For years, the
Weekly Standard, the neoconservative
magazine, has promoted the need for

initiatives to reinforce America's in¬
ternational power. Merely living in a
free society appears to be insufficient
for neoconservatives.

During George W. Bush's campaign
for president, the neoconservative
influence was felt in domestic policy
ideas such as faith-based initiatives
that would involve the federal gov¬
ernment in private local charities, /
often with a religious orientation, i

It was also seen in the call for
a greater federal role in local
education. These are both in¬
consistent with the concept of
limited government and federalism.

Some in the neoconservative
movement have openly called for an
American empire around the globe.
Max Boot, the writer, recently praised
what he termed America's "imperial¬
ism" and said it should impose its
views "at gunpoint."

James Woolsey, the former direc¬
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency,
has called for a decades-long cam¬
paign to re-order the entire Middle
East along neoconservative lines.
Such thinking is profoundly un-
American.
— ED CRANE & WILLIAM NlSKANEN

The Financial Times
June 24, 2003

■ Enthusiastic advocate
President Bush is an enthusiastic

advocate of big government. Over the
last three years, federal spending in¬
creased 2.5 times faster than national
income.
— DOUG BAND0W

TownHall.com July 31, 2003

■ Healthcare lies
The nature of a lie is such that if

you repeat it often enough it takes
on a life of its own. So it is with lies

spoken in defense of single-payer
health care. Consider:

Lie #1: Single-payer systems are
"free" for individuals. Single-payer
health care plans are not free: They
are paid for by tax dollars. Billions of
them. Canadians pay extraordinarily
high income taxes for their "free" care
...only to have to pay again when

they come to the United States for
care they can't get in Canada.

Lie #2: Single-payer systems of¬
fer timely care. One million people
in Britain are on a waiting list for
inpatient hospital admission at any
given time. For 250,000 of them, it
takes more than 26 weeks to be ad¬
mitted for care.
— CONRAD F. MEIER

Health Care News, July 2003

■ Soda pop scandal
Hardly a week goes by without

one of the local newspapers printing
a letter from some reader ranting that
the big oil companies are "price goug¬
ing" consumers. It never fails: Gaso¬
line hits two bucks a gallon and here
comes the outrage.

Are big oil companies in fact earn¬
ing unreasonable profits?

ExxonMobil's return on equity for
the last four years (1999 through
2002) was 12.4%, 25%, 21%, and 15%
respectively. For the same four years
Coca Cola's return on equity was
25.5%, 23.3%, 34.9%, and 25.8%.

By that measure, perhaps it's
the drinkers of soda pop who
should be writing the letters to
the editor.
— DOUG FRENCH
Environment & Climate News

July 2003

■ Regulating games
[Consider] the debate over "vio¬

lent" video game regulation. Some
legislators are claiming [such games]
must be regulated by government to
protect minors from ill effects.

For example, Rep. Joe Baca (D-
Calif.) recently introduced H.R. 669,
"The Protect Children from Video
Game Sex and Violence Act of 2003."
This bill would impose fines on any¬
one who sells or rents, "any video
game that depicts nudity, sexual con¬
duct, or other content harmful to
minors."

There are many problems with
such measures. To start, there's little
evidence of a link between video

games and aggressive youth.
While the video game industry was

exploding between 1994 and 2000,
juvenile (ages 15-17) violent crime
arrests dropped by 44% and young
adult (ages 18-24) violent crime ar¬
rests dropped by 24%, according to
the U.S. Department of Justice.

While that does not necessarily
rule out any relationship between
video games and youth violence, it
should make policymakers pause be¬
fore rushing to legislate.
— ADAM THIERER

The Cato Institute, July 14, 2003

“What is freedom?
It is the will to be

responsible to ourselves.”
—Friedrich w. Nietzsche

Libertarians understand that with freedom, comesresponsibility. That's whywe’re willing to take res¬

ponsibility for our lives, our families, our actions,
and our health. We're also willing to take res- ^-g.
ponsibi 1 ity for our political party - and
step up to do what it takes to make the
Libertarian Party a success. Here's one
easy way to do that: By naming the
LP in yourwill or insurance policy.
For a confidential discussion of this

option, call National LP Treasurer
Bill Rcdpath at (703) 802.-Z978.
Or e-mail him at: wrcdpath@his.com.
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Michigan judge dismisses slander suit filed by local LP
Continued from Page 3

Oakland County LP Communica¬
tions Director Greg Dirasian said the
party filed the lawsuit because
Pappageorge's statement was clearly
and demonstrably false.

"Ms. Pappageorge has shown reck¬
less disregard for the truth, and we
take this matter seriously," he said
at the time.

Howrylak was not a plaintiff in
the lawsuit, which had asked for
$10,000 in damages. Instead, the law¬
suit had been filed "on behalf of Lib¬
ertarians everywhere," said Dirasian.

"We are law-abiding people who
seek change through the political
process," he said. "And frankly, we've
had enough of being slandered. We
will no longer permit these deroga¬
tory allegations to go unchallenged."

In a motion filed with the court,
Pappageorge had asked the judge to
dismiss the suit on five different

grounds. She claimed:
■ Her statement was truthful.
■ Even if false, the statement was

protected by the First Amendment.
■ The Oakland County LP did not

have standing to file the suit, since
the statement was directed against
Howrylak in a non-partisan election.

■ The statement was not made
with malice (a necessary ingredient
for slander).

■ The statement did not harm the
Oakland County LP.

Leonard Schwartz, an attorney in
the suit and an Oakland County LP
member, said the judge agreed with
Pappageorge only on the First Amend¬
ment issue.

"He ruled that her false remarks
were nonactionable political hyper¬
bole protected by the First Amend¬
ment," he said.

By not dismissing the suit on the
grounds that Pappageorge's statement
was truthful, the judge strongly im¬
plied that her remarks were, in fact,
a lie, said Dirasian.

Statement was untrue

"Judge Martone ruled that Cristina
Pappageorge's statement regarding
the Libertarian Party's stance on the
War on Drugs was untrue — affirm¬
ing what Libertarians had been claim¬
ing since she made the statement,"
he said.

With the ruling that even lies are
protected political speech, Allen said
voters need to be cautious about what

politicians say.
"Now more than ever, voters need

to investigate everything a candidate
says and take nothing at face value,"
he said. "No wonder so many voters
are turned off by politics and don't
even bother going to the polls."

Michigan Libertarian campaign
consultant Barbara Goushaw said the
decision showed how difficult it can
be to win a political slander suit.

"It's one thing to accuse a politi¬
cian of lying. It's quite another to
prove it in court," she said.

"For my part, I will continue to
advise Libertarian candidates to stick
to the issues. The vast majority of
voters share our positions on the is-

“It’S one thing

to accuse a

politician of lying.
It's quite another to
prove it in court."
—Barbara Goushaw

sues: fiscal responsibility and smaller,
less intrusive government," she said.
"So when our opposition cannot com¬
pete with us on the issues, they re¬
sort to outrageous lies and personal
attacks."

Does not mean...

The national Libertarian Party's
platform calls for the repeal of drug
laws, but notes: "Our support of an

individual's right to make choices in
life does not mean that we necessar¬

ily approve or disapprove of those
choices."

Libertarians have traditionally
argued that the War on Drugs cre¬
ates black markets that enrich crimi¬
nals, diverts police resources from
violent crimes like rape and murder,
and fosters laws that violate Ameri¬
cans' civil liberties.

Register
TODAY!

. September 26,27
V and 28, 2003

Houston, TX
Airport Marriott

2003 Gun Rights Policy Conierence

Sponsored by the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and BearArms
if, and the Second Amendment Foundation iz $

Come meet national gun rights leaders and your fellow grassroots activists at the 18th Annual Gun
Rights Policy Conference (GRPC 2003) in Houston, Texas. This is your once-a-year chance to network
and get an insider look and plan pro-gun rights strategies for the coming year.

Past GRPCs have outlined victory plans and made public the latest firearms trends. They allow
you a first-hand chance to hear movement leaders—and make your voice heard.

This year we'll take a look at critical issues such as: youth violence,"smart" guns, city lawsuits,
concealed carry legislation, gun show regulation, legal scholarship, state and local action. We'll also
preview the critical 2004 elections.

The full roster of GRPC 2003 speakers has not yet been set. Past speakers have included: Alan M.
Gottlieb, Joseph P. Tartaro, Wayne LaPierre, G. Gordon Liddy, Ken Hamblin, Massad Ayoob, Tom Gresham,
Sens. Bob Smith, Larry Craig and Ben Nighthorse Campbell along with Reps. Bob Barr and Chris v,
Cannon and many others. Check our web sites — www.saf.org or www.ccrkba.org for updates.

CONFERENCE and HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF MATERIALS ARE FREE!
Books, monographs and other materials—enough to start a Second Amendment library are free, as are Saturday
luncheon, Friday and Saturday evening receptions and morning and afternoon snack breaks. Other meals, travel and
lodging are to be paid by attendee. Call the Houston George Bush Airport Marriott Hotel at 1-800-228-9290 for the
special $89 room rate. You must mention GRPC 2003.

2003 Gun Rights Policy Conierence / FREE
Yes, I want to attend, I understand that registration, conference materials and luncheon will be provided
courtesy of CCRKBA and SAF. All other meals, lodging and airfare are to be paid by attendee.
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

Fax

STATE ZIP

Email

PHONE

Topics you would like discussed:

Send to:
2003 GRPC / 12500 NE Tenth Place / Bellevue, WA 98005
Phone (425) 454-4911/ Fax (425) 451 -3959

Email your registration to: GRPC2003@saf.org

THE

ConciseGuide
to Economics

The Advocates

Laissez Faire Books
Amazon.com
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AFFILIATE NEWS

Nonviolent prisoner release gets thumbs-up,
while USA/Patriot Act draws blast from party

Photo by John Paff

New Jersey Libertarians relax at annual summer picnic
■ Members of the New Jersey LP relax at the party's annual general meeting and picnic on July 5. The
event, held at the home of New Jersey LP Vice Chair Len Flynn in Morganville, attracted about 25 people.

"Mainly, it's a relaxed, fun time where Libertarians enjoy food, drink, sports, and each other's
company," said local LP activist John Paff. "I always have a blast and I think most people do."

However, Libertarians also conducted some business at the meeting, he said. At the meeting, attendees
"passed a few resolutions, and the party leadership brought the membership up-to-date on candidates,
costs for operations, etc." «

The party also passed a resolution recognizing December 5, 2003 as the 70th anniversary of the date
when enough states ratified the Constitutional amendment to repeal alcohol prohibition.

■ ARIZONA

State Libertarians will
oppose light-rail plan

The Arizona LP says it opposes two
initiatives that would require Tucson
to build a light-rail system and fund
it with higher taxes.

Members of Citizens for a Sensible

Transportation Solution delivered
14,000 signatures to the Tucson City
Hall on July 28 to qualify the initia¬
tives for the November ballot.
If approved by voters, the first

proposal would require the city gov¬
ernment to build a light-rail train
system, increase bus services in the
metro area, improve road mainte¬
nance efforts, and build bike paths.

The second initiative would in¬
crease city sales taxes from 7.6% to
7.9% and impose a construction tax
of 4% to pay for those projects. The
tax hikes could cost residents up to
$800 million over two decades.

However, the state LP said the
plan is a waste of money, and would
not accomplish its goals.

The project would not relieve traf¬
fic congestion and would "serve only
a small fraction of Tucson's commut¬
ers," Arizona LP State Chair Jason
Auvenshine told the Tucson Citizen.

U FLORIDA

Brevard County LP urges
'no' vote on tax proposal

The Brevard County LP is encour¬
aging residents to vote against a pro¬
posed tax increase — calling it a "fix
for an out-of-control" county govern¬
ment.

On July 22, the Brevard County
Commission decided to put a tax-hike
referendum on the November 4 bal¬
lot. Voters will now decide whether
to boost the county sales tax to 7%
(up from 6%), at a cost of about $1.3
billion over 20 years.

The additional money will pay for
a $1.6 million cultural arts center,
road improvements, and school con¬
struction.

However, at a public hearing be¬
fore the county commission, Brevard
County LP Chair Bruce Wechsler said
the tax hike was only being consid¬
ered because of the commission's ir¬

responsible spending.
"To give you access to this addi¬

tional 1% sales tax would almost be
like giving the next fix to an out-of-
control junkie," he said. "The differ¬
ence being that the junkie would
probably do harm only to himself, and
your harm would encroach on all of
us."

Any tax increase would hurt the
most economically vulnerable mem¬
bers of the community, said Wechsler.

"Who is hit hardest and most di¬

rectly by a sales tax?" he asked. "It
is those least able to afford it — the

working class and [the] small busi¬
ness owner."

■ INDIANA

State high court rules
against LP in sign case

The Indiana Supreme Court has
ruled that all campaign signs must
list the name of the person who paid
for them — dealing a setback to an
LP candidate.

On July 24, the court ruled that
the term "persons" in state law in¬
cludes everyone, not just political
parties or campaign committees.

The decision marked a defeat for
Brian Majors, a Libertarian candidate
for Vanderburgh County assessor. In
1998, Majors had posted handmade
signs touting his campaign. The
Vanderburgh County clerk notified
Majors that he had violated state law
by not stating on the signs who paid
for them. He faced a year in jail and
a $5,000 fine.

In response, Majors sued the state,
arguing that the law infringed on his
free speech rights.

Although his case was dismissed
in 2002, the Seventh U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals later agreed to de¬
cide the issue, and asked the Indiana
Supreme Court to clarify the mean¬
ing of "persons."

In its opinion, the court ruled that
"persons" included "any individual or
organization." The justices said the
law requiring campaign materials to
be identified was needed to protect
voters from last-minute, anonymous
attack ads.

■ NEW YORK

Cyber-petition seeks to
reform air traffic control

George W. Bush is right about this
one.

That's what New York Libertarian
Richard Cooper says about the
president's recent executive order,
which could help privatize the air
traffic control system. And that's why
he has set up an online petition to
support the action.

"What's at stake here is not merely
the possibility of outsourcing a few
more control towers," said Cooper,
Chair of the Nassau County LP. "This

is really about whether or not the
government will be able to convert
air traffic control into a high-tech,
user-friendly business service, rather
than continuing as a cumbersome,
tax-funded bureaucracy."

On June 6, Bush issued Executive
Order 13180. It removed the words

"inherently a governmental function"
from President Bill Clinton's Decem¬
ber 2000 executive order which di¬
rected the Federal Aviation Adminis¬
tration (FAA) to transform air traffic
control into a "performance-based"
operation. The Clinton language re¬
stricted the FAA from exploring full
privatization.

However, both houses of Congress
have passed legislation to overturn
Bush's executive order — which is

why privatization advocates need to
be heard, said Cooper.

"We Libertarians reject the myth
that air traffic control is inherently
a governmental function," he said.
"Therefore, we urge President Bush
to veto this legislation that would
hamper air traffic control reform."

To sign the petition, visit:
www.petitiononline.com/airveto3/
petition.html.

■ OHIO

LP scolds State Senate
for 'warping' gun bill

The Ohio LP has chastised the
State Senate for gutting a bill that
would grant state citizens the right
to carry concealed weapons.

"The Ohio Senate thwarted [an]
attempt to return the right of self
defense to Ohio citizens by warping
HB12 into an unacceptable piece of
legislation," charged Ohio LP State
Chair Jason Hallmark on June 25.

Under a version of HB12 passed
by the State House in March, sheriffs
would be required to issue gun per¬
mits to state residents who pass crimi¬
nal background checks and complete
a firearms training course.

However, on June 18, the State
Senate passed a radically different
version of the bill that added a fin¬

gerprinting requirement, added a $45
fee, and eliminated an "affirmative
defense" provision.

"Fingerprinting equates law-abid¬
ing citizens to sex offenders when
simply trying to protect themselves,"
said Hallmark.

While the legislature has recessed
for the summer without taking final
action on HB12, the bill is still tech¬
nically alive until December 31, 2004,
when the General Assembly ends.

■ OREGON

LP: Don't 'reform' taxes
as a ploy to raise them

A public hearing about how to
"reform" the state tax system was

really a ploy to figure out how to raise
taxes, the state LP has charged.

The hearing, held by the Oregon
House Revenue Committee in Salem
on July 7, drew more than 60 people
— including Oregon LP Executive Di¬
rector Richard Burke.

But while some participants urged
politicians to impose a state sales tax
or close "loopholes" in the income
tax, Burke said the solution to the
state's fiscal woes is not more taxes.

"The answer from state govern¬
ment always seems to be the same:
More spending, higher taxes, and
more spending," he said. Such actions

I
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have created a "crisis of confidence
in Oregon between the people and
their government."

That's why politicians pretended
to listen to options, but were really
plotting how to raise taxes, said
Burke. "The sole objective of these
hearings can only be to determine
how to restructure the tax burden to

generate more taxes in the least pain¬
ful way," he said.

The House Revenue Committee
said the purpose of the hearing was
not to consider,any specific legisla¬
tion, but said it could serve as a

prelude to a possible 2004 sales tax
ballot measure.

■ TENNESSEE

September is declared
7outh Month' for party

Libertarians help out with Suncoast Offshore charity event in Florida
■ Members of the Sarasota Libertarian Party (Florida) take a break "after a hard day of volunteering" for
a local charity.

Shown here (l-r): Sarasota LP Chair Bill Van Allen, Secretary Shelley Namer, and Vice-Chair Jim
Theriault. The three helped out with the annual Suncoast Offshore event — described as the "World's
Largest Offshore Party" — which was held at the Hyatt Sarasota Hotel on July 3.

The event, sponsored by the Suncoast Foundation for the Handicapped, Inc. (a 501c3 non-profit
organization), raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for disabled children.

September has been declared
"Youth Month" for the Hamilton

County LP.
During that month, county Lib¬

ertarians will work to publicize the
LP and register Libertarian voters at
the University of Tennessee at Chat¬
tanooga, said Trevor M. Souther¬
land, who is coordinating the project.

"The purpose of this month is to
spread the word of the Libertarian
Party to college students and high
school students who will soon be en¬

tering colleges," he said. "We all know
that the children are the future.

"Another major goal is to register
the college students to vote; we can
be a major force if [college students]
all vote. By just letting the students
know what the Libertarian Party is
about, we have helped our cause."

Southerland, who is head of the
University of Tennessee (Chatta¬
nooga) Campus Libertarians and on
the Steering Committee for the Ten¬
nessee LP, said every LP organization
should focus more on attracting
young people.

"I would encourage all of you to
speak with your local or state LP
Chairmen to organize a Libertarian
Youth Month in your area," he said.

■ TEXAS

Travis Co. LP celebrates
July 4 with Declaration

The Travis County LP celebrated
the 4th of July the old-fashioned way
— by handing out copies of the Dec¬
laration of Independence.

A team of five Libertarians distrib¬
uted more than 1,200 copies of the
nation's founding document to at¬
tendees at the Austin Symphony per¬
formance and fireworks show at Zilker

Park, Austin.
"The fliers were a big hit with the

crowd," said Bob Ruliffson, who or¬

ganized the outreach effort. "The re¬
sponse was very enthusiastic, with
most people expressing gratitude and
interest. Many people pursued me,
seeking additional copies."

The two-sided flier featured a

color copy of the Declaration of In¬

dependence, printed on glossy paper.
Printed below: "This copy of the Dec¬
laration of Independence is provided
as a public service by the Travis
County Libertarian Party," with the
party's website and phone number.

How popular was the handout?
When Ruliffson went to the park af¬
ter the concert to pick up discarded
copies, he "only found six copies left
behind," he said. "Obviously, a lot of
people took these home."

Assisting with the outreach effort
were Travis County LP Chair Patrick
Dixon, Wes Benedict, Kevin Bouch¬
er, and Rock Howard.

■ TEXAS

Polk Co. LP will battle
expensive bond scheme

The Polk County LP says it will
oppose a bond proposal that will drive
up the price of a planned courthouse
— and hurt the poor.

"Borrowing money makes govern¬
ment even more expensive, and it's
the poor who feelthat expense most
of all," said Polk County LP Chair Kris
Overstreet.

On July 15, the Polk County Com¬
missioners' Court proposed a $12 mil¬
lion bond issue to build a new court¬

house in Livingston. No date has yet
been set for the bond election.

County voters should reject the
plan, said Overstreet, because the
bonds will pay 5% interest ($600,000
a year), which will push the cost of
the project closer to $24 million.

"If the bond term stretches [to]
20 years, the actual cost of the court¬
house project would double, and the
taxpayers would pay every penny of
it," he said.

Also, the higher taxes to pay off
the bonds and interest will hurt the

poor, said Overstreet.
"Bonds are loans, paid out by the

wealthy, which are paid back through
the only revenue government has —
tax dollars," he said. "Every dollar
spent on interest on government debt
is money taken from the poor tax¬
payers and wasted to make the rich
richer."

■ VIRGINIA

Richmond City LP can't
stop new arts center tax

The Richmond City Libertarian
Party has come up short in an effort
to block a tax increase to pay for a
downtown arts center.

On July 28, the Richmond city
council voted 7-1 to boost the city's
meals tax from 5% to 6%. The new

rate will be charged on top of the
state's 4.5% sales tax, and will cost
taxpayers $2.7 million annually.

The tax — part of a proposed $30
million subsidy for a new performing
arts center — is an "egregious ex¬
ample of government waste," said
Richmond City LP Chair Greg Kontos.

"By raising taxes, the burden of
building the center is put on
hardworking people who are too busy
paying the already-high taxes to even
go to the arts center," he said.

"The people who benefit from the
arts center — its patrons and cus¬
tomers — should pay the cost of
building it. If it is such a great idea,
why can't they raise the [money] from
private donors or bank loans?"

The proposed arts complex will
include a music hall, a gallery, a the¬
ater, offices, and retail space.

Arts center fans are now seeking
a 1% increase in the lodging tax in
Richmond and in Hanover, Henrico,
and Chesterfield counties to raise
more money. Libertarians will oppose
that tax hike, too, said Kontos.

■ WASHINGTON STATE

Prisoner release project
gets thumbs-up from LP

Libertarians have commended the
state government for releasing 180
nonviolent drug offenders from
prison as a cost-saving move.

"We consider this a reasonable

step to take," said Washington state
LP Executive Director Brien Bartels.
"We welcome these former inmates
back to civilization and wish them
luck in rebuilding their lives."

Starting July 1, the state govern¬
ment is letting about 2,500 nonvio¬
lent offenders get out of prison early
by allowing them to shave more "good
behavior" time off their sentences.

The move, which was authorized
by Senate Bill 5990 and signed into
law by Governor Gary Locke, will save
the state $40 million over two years.

While the early release of prison¬
ers does not signify an end to the
War on Drugs, it does indicate that
legislators are starting to view drug
violations as a victimless crime, said
Bartels.

"Recognizing that drug offenders
are not threats to the community
means the state is focusing its re¬
sources more effectively," he said.

■ WISCONSIN

At meeting, Thompson
blasts USA/Patriot Act

The USA/Patriot Act is "incredibly
wrong" — and a grave threat to the
Bill of Rights.

That was the message Ed Thomp¬
son conveyed to a packed room at
the Rhinelander Public Library on
July 3. The public meeting was spon¬
sored by the Unitarian Church.

Miss Liberty’s Guide to Film and Video
The definitive guide to Libertarian film. A great gift!

Laissez-Faire Books — Amazon.com — MissLiberty.com

"The Patriot Act is so incredibly
wrong," said Thompson, the Wiscon¬
sin LP State Chair and 2002 LP can¬

didate for governor. Citizens need to
"fight back" by lobbying politicians
at the federal, state, and local level
to repeal the law, or to refuse to en¬
force it, he said.

By showing up at a meeting to
oppose the USA/Patriot Act, citizens
demonstrated they are the "true pa¬
triots of this country and state," said
Thompson.

At the end of the meeting, the
crowd was asked whether a formal
resolution should be passed, demand¬
ing the repeal of the USA/Patriot Act.
The group voiced a loud unanimous
"aye," said Thompson.

The USA/Patriot Act gave the U.S.
attorney general the power to install
the carnivore e-mail snooping system
without a court warrant; expanded
the legal definition of a "terrorist;"
gave federal law enforcement the
power to demand library records; and
made it easier for the government to
tap multiple phones as part of a "rov¬
ing wiretap."

■ WISCONSIN

New scandal illustrates
two-party 'corruption'

An FBI investigation in alleged
illegal fundraising and money laun¬
dering by the Democratic Party in
Wisconsin is further evidence that the

two-party system is "corrupt beyond
redemption," say state Libertarians.

"No longer is Wisconsin known as
a clean-government state," said Dane
County LP Chair Terry Gray. "It's a
real tragedy that the Republican and
Democratic Party politicians continue
to lead us down this slippery slope
towards corruption, thievery, and
misinformation."

On July 3, the Washington Post
reported that the Washington, DC-
based Democratic Legislative Cam¬
paign Committee extorted contribu¬
tions from Wisconsin businesspeople
and then illegally tunneled them back
into the state to evade Wisconsin

campaign finance laws. A former
State Senate majority leader has been
charged in the scheme.

At the same time, the Wisconsin
Republican Party hired Sherry
Schultz, a state employee who was
indicted in the state's "Caucus Scan¬

dal," to raise money for them.
The fact that both Republicans

and Democrats are engaged in illegal
or questionable behavior is proof that
the state needs the Libertarian Party,
said Wisconsin LP vice chair Rolf

Lindgren.
"The two-party system is corrupt

beyond redemption," he said. "Only
another party can bring some cred¬
ibility and respectability back to Wis¬
consin."

Is Abortion Aggression?
Scientific & Philosophical
Arguments Show Why It Is

Go to: http://www.L4L.org
For a literature list, send a

S.A.S.E. to Libertarians for Life,
13424 Hathaway Drive #18,

Wheaton, MD 20906»(301)460-4141
libertarian@erols.com
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THE REVIEW

Repeating history (again)
■ Fool's Errands: America's Recent Encounters With Nation Build¬
ing, by Gary T. Dempsey & Roger W. Fontaine. The Cato Institute.
Paperback, 224 pages, $10.95. Available at: www.Cato.org.

Reviewed by Bill Winter
LP NEWS EDITOR

It may be true that those ignorant of history are doomed torepeat it. But it's equally true that those who repeat history
are usually determined to ignore it.
At least, that seems to be the case with Iraq. The United

States' mission to eradicate Saddam Hussein's weapons of mass
destruction — er, to free the Iraqi people from tyranny — has
turned into an open-ended nation-building mission. Spending
taxpayer dollars at the rate of $1 billion a week, the United States
will apparently try to rebuild that shattered nation.

However, before taking on that daunting task, Bush adminis¬
tration planners should have read Fool's Errands. Published in late
2001, it is more timely than ever. The book examines the U.S.'s last
four efforts at nqtion building — Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, and
Kosovo. And as it convincingly demonstrates, the fate of those
missions ranged from failure to fiasco.

What is nation-building? One pundit described it best as
"social engineering passing as foreign policy." Interestingly, it is a
task that appeals to both liberals and conservatives. Liberals like it
because it's government do-goodism on a global scale — and it
justifies huge foreign aid budgets. Conservatives like it because it
gives them a chance to smite enemies of the U.S. — and it justifies
huge defense budgets.

The only problem: It hasn't
worked. As Dempsey and Fon¬
taine note: "Washington said it
would bring order to Somalia, but
left chaos; it went to Haiti to
restore democracy, but produced
tyranny; it intervened in Bosnia
to reverse the effects of civil war,
but now oversees a province that
is not self-sustaining; and it
occupied Kosovo to build a
multiethnic democracy, but has
instead observed widespread
ethnic cleansing."

What went wrong? While the
results are depressingly the same,
the details differ significantly in the four nation-building missions,
and Fool's Errands examines each one in detail. To recap just two:

■ Somalia: In 1992, the African nation spiraled into anarchy
after its oppressive government was overthrown. Rival clans
launched a bloody, free-for-all civil war. So President Bush (senior)
sent in U.S. troops. One optimistic Washington bureaucrat promised
a "bright new chapter" in the nation's history. It was not to be. In
1994, after spending $2.3 billion and seeing 200 American soldiers
killed or injured, the U.S. withdrew from Somalia.

■ Bosnia: After the fall of communism, Yugoslavia splintered
into feuding factions of Croats, Serbs, and Muslims. Open warfare
erupted in the province of Bosnia. A peace treaty was hammered
out in 1995, and Clinton sent 20,000 U.S. troops to keep the peace.
Secretary of State Madeline Albright cheerfully predicted that the
U.S. would quickly build a "unified, multiethnic state." President
Clinton estimated the mission would take "about a year." Eight
years and $12 billion later, U.S. troops are still in Bosnia.

Four missions. Four failures. What went wrong?
Simply this: Washington, DC policy makers always underesti¬

mate the difficulty of what they are trying to achieve, and always
overestimate the ability of the U.S. government to bring peace,
democracy, and prosperity (at gunpoint) to other nations.

Even worse, such nation-building exercises are harmful to
America. As Dempsey and Fontaine point out, such missions "tend
to expand, rather than limit, the size and scope of the U.S.
government, and tend to make the president's powers dominant at
the expense of America's republican form of government."

For any would-be nation-builder, Fool's Errands should be
required reading. As a cautionary lesson in a global Murphy's Law
— whatever can go wrong in nation-building, will — this book is
brilliant, compelling, and persuasive.

Libertarians score strongly
in polls at e-thePeople.com
The Libertarian Party has beenshowing up in double digits in

several recent polls on the popu¬
lar political website, e-thePeople.org.

In the unscientific polls, visitors
to e-thePeople.org can cast their
votes in response to political ques¬
tions, which are suggested by web¬
site visitors.

While the LP has been mentioned
in several dozen polls over the past
few years, here are eight of the most
interesting recent ones:

■ "Are there any candidates for
[the] 2004 election worth voting
for?" (Asked on July 18). A generic
Libertarian candidate came in fourth
with 13%, behind Republican (48%),
Democrat (23%) and "No candidate"
(14%). The Green candidate came in
fifth at 6%.
■ "Which of the following do

you consider yourself?" (April 19).
Coming in fourth was Libertarian with
8%, trailing Conservative/Republican
(26%), "New (Conservative) Demo¬
crat" (13%), and Left/liberal Demo¬
crat (16%). The Green option came
in fifth at 5%, and "Other" picked up
32% of the votes.

■ "If you really thought they
could [win], which party would you
vote for?" (July 25). The Libertarian
Party came in third with 20%, beat¬
ing the Constitution Party (15%), the
Green Party (10%), and the Reform
Party (3%). The Republican Party
came in first with 30%, followed by
the Democratic Party with 22%.

■ "What describes your per¬
sonal political ideology?" (February
17). Libertarian came in third with
14%, behind Conservative (53%) and
Liberal (33%).

■ "What should real conserva¬
tives do to oppose President Bush
and the other neocons?" (July 14).
Coming in third was "Abandon the
GOP and join the Libertarian Party"
with 17%. It trailed "Join the Demo¬
crats" (31%) and "Stay in the GOP,
and try to restrain the worst neocon
excesses" (26%). Another answer:
"Give up; Americans want bigger gov¬
ernment and empire" (6%).

■ "Should the far-left liberals
leave the Democratic Party and
align with the Libertarian Party?"
(April 2). A surprising 48% said, "Yes,
maybe that would save the Demo¬
cratic Party." Another 52% said, "No,
the liberals control the Democratic

Party and it should remain that way."
■ "Which of these third-party

candidates should be invited to the

CORRECTIONS
■ In the Politics 2003 column in
the August issue, it incorrectly
stated that David Morris, who
died in June, had managed Jo
Jorgensen's 1996 vice presidential
campaign. In fact, he managed
her 1992 South Carolina Con¬

gressional campaign.

“What DESCRIBES
your political

ideology?" Liber¬
tarian came in third

with 14%, behind
Conservative (53%)
and Liberal (33%)

Presidential debate next year?"
(July 25). Leading the pack was Lib¬
ertarian with 40%. Also-rans included
"None of them" (38%), Green (27%),
Constitution (13%), Natural Law

(12%), and Reform (10%).
■ "What political party do you

consider yourself to be a member
of?" (August 2). The Libertarian Party
came in third with 17%, behind
Democrats (39%) and Republicans
(24%). Also-rans included the Green
Party (2%) and Independent (7%.)

LP Communications Director

George Getz said, "It's nice to see the
Libertarian Party making a strong
showing in many of these polls. It
confirms that the Internet is still

friendly to libertarian ideas. Now, our
challenge as a party is to better mo¬
bilize this support — and translate
it into votes, members, and activists."

The e-thePeople.org website is
described as a "digital town hall for
the nation" that "promotes intelli¬
gent discussion and political action."

Turn Adversaries into Admirers
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transformed as well - into a more
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When you purchase Secrets for $30, Dr. Ruwart will include
two FREE audiotapes containing three of her greatest talks:
The FDA s War on Your Health, Unity Through Community,
and How Changing Our Beliefs Changes Our World!

A $50 value for only $30 - you save
$20 by ordering NOW!

NO RISK! Order confidently with Dr. Ruwart’s
money back guarantee. Just return the tapes or CDs
for a full refund if you are not delighted!

Yes! Please send me full set(s) of the Secrets CDs and/or full set(s) of the
Secrets audio tapes. Don’t forget my two FREE audio tapes with each set! (I have enclosed
$30 for each set and a single S&H charge of only $5 for my entire shipment).

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

MC/Visa# Phone (for questions)
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Libertarians enjoy 'Maximum Impact Speaking' in Massachusetts
■ Massachusetts LP activist Michael Cloud lectures at a two-day seminar on "Maximum Impact
Libertarian Speaking," held at the Sheraton Hotel in Framingham, Massachusetts, on August 2-3, 2003.

The event drew almost 40 people from around the country, and raised about $7,000 for the Massa¬
chusetts LP's campaign to gain permanent ballot status.

The seminar discussed techniques for brainstorming and writing speeches, ways to develop more
charisma, the "Seven Deadly Public Speaking Sins," conquering fear of public speaking, and methods
of overcoming audience suspicion.

Cloud said such workshops are important for Libertarians because "well-trained activists can
accomplish 10 times as much as ordinary activists. Workshop training lets us leverage liberty."

Future seminars on public speaking may be held around the country, said Cloud. Announcements
will be made in the Small Government News e-newsletter. To sign up, send an e-mail to:
subscribe@SmallGovernmentAct.org.

Cloud was the 2002 Libertarian candidate for U.S. Senate in Massachusetts and is the creator of
"The Essence of Political Persuasion" tapes. In 2000, he won the LP's "Thomas Paine Award" for Best
Libertarian Communicator.

25,000 Libertarians
Could Be Reading

Your Advertisement
RIGHTN#W
But they’re not. ■ Right now, those 25,000 Libertarians
could be learning about the benefits of your book, political
product, tee-shirts, or service. But they’re not. ■ Those
25,000 Libertarians — who are passionate about liberty,
politics, current events, and new technology — could be
making a decision to call your 800#, or visit your website.
But they're not...yet. ■ Want to reach those 25,000
Libertarians? Now is the time to do it, and LP News is the
most cost-efficient way to make it happen. For a complete,
no-obligation advertising package, call
Editor Bill Winter at (508) 820-7340.
Or e-mail: Editor@

hq.LP.org. ■ You
could be calling
right now. Are you?

The Heartland Institute’s 19thAnniversary Benefit

Brian Wesbury
Rev. Floyd Flake

INSTITUTE

19 South LaSalle Street #903

Chicago, Illinois 60603

Tknrsclccj,> October 16, 2003
Please join more than 500 freedom-lovers in the Grand Ballroom at
the Chicago Hilton Hotel to celebrate The Heartland Institute’s
19"’ anniversary. You’ll get great speakers, conversation, and food while
benefitting one of the libertarian movement’s leading think tanks.

Guest speakers include former congressman Rev. Floyd Flake,
economic forecaster Brian Wesbury, Reason Foundation founder
Robert Poole, Tax Foundation executive director Scott Hodge,
and author and funnyman M. Stanton Evans.

Single tickets -
Heartland members:

$75 before September 1
$100 after September 1
$125 at the door

Single tickets -
nonmembers:

•

. ■; .y* W‘

$100 before September 1
$120 after September 1
$150 at the door

M. Stanton Evans

Reserve your tickets now by calling 312/377-4000,
or register online at www.heartland.org.

Room Reservations: 800/774 1500 or www.hilton.com.
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Needed: Volunteers and Ideas

Hello, everyone! I am Nancy Neale, and I am the Chair of theConvention Committee.

No, I don't have this position because I'm married to that
national chair guy. I do have this position because I organized five
successful state conventions for the Texas LP and worked on a couple in
CA. (I have other related experience as well.) The Convention Commit¬
tee was chosen by the LNC, and the members of the Committee chose
me to be its chair. (Please note that I am celebrating 25 years as a
Libertarian, not exactly a newbie.)

First off let me remind you that the 2004 Presidential Nominat¬
ing Convention will take place over Memorial Day weekend, not
around July 4th as has been the case for the past decade. So please
mark your calendars or put up a big sticky-note about it somewhere!

As you know, the Libertarian Party is not exactly rolling in dough
these days. As such, most of the planning and organizing of the 2004
LP National Convention will be done by dedicated volunteers. (Some
LPHQ staff will be involved as well.)

But don't let our "amateur standing" fool you. I have every reason
to believe that we can put on a national convention that is just as good
if not better than what has been done in the past. (I'm full of ideas.)

We also plan to utilize Libertarians (and non-LP-ers sympathetic to
our cause) who may have a skill or be in a profession to provide a
product or service needed for the Convention, either gratis or at a
reduced rate. I think there's a lot of under-utilized talent amongst our
ranks. I am encouraged by who I've met so far, and am still on the
lookout for some of you great and talented Libertarians who can help in
this endeavor.

I'm looking for people who could help with set design and
building and general staging. We'll also need people to help with
some of the technical (audio, lighting, etc.) aspects. I've got some guys
already in this area, but it won't hurt to have a back-up plan! Of
course, these things will have to be coordinated with the hotel as well.

I am also putting out a call for musical talent. Please understand
that I'm not talking about putting on the "LP Amateur Hour"! I'm
looking for real talent here (not that you have to be a professional to
be good) and I would want to hear your stuff.

I envision having musicians, especially during the evening events —

some as featured performers (solos or ensembles) and some as
background enhancement (like a solo piano or violin, or string quartet)
at a reception. I can make no promises, but would love to hear from
you and then make final decisions based on the submissions I get.

You are welcome to submit any thoughts or ideas you have about
any aspect of the Convention: speakers, scheduling, vendors, pricing,
etc. I just ask that you keep it civil, brief and coherent; if you send me
a tome (or give me orders) I won't read it.

And please don't give me extra work to do that you could do
yourself. What I mean is, don't say, "I read
this book or article by so-and-so and I
think they'd make a great speaker." At
least get me their contact information;
you could even contact them yourself
and find out their requirements;
certainly don't make any promises.

You'll hear more from me from time
to time as the Convention evolves —

and in my experience that's exactly
what happens, they do evolve.

I really do expect this to be a
great convention, so at least
'^pencil it in" to be in
Atlanta next Memorial

Day weekend!

In Liberty,
Nancy Neale
convention@hq.LP.org

Georgia Libertarians gear up
to fight SPLOST tax increase
Libertarians are leading a cam¬paign to kill a SPLOST (Special

Purpose Local Option Sales Tax)
in Clayton County, in northwest
Georgia.

The Clayton County LP announced
it will commence a comprehensive
campaign to stop the proposed tax
that could cost county residents $240
million over five years.

"The Libertarian Party of Clayton
will launch a door-to-door, yard sign,
e-mail, and web campaign to inform
voters about the SPLOST," said past
Clayton County LP Chair Philip Brad¬
ley on July 8.

"It will also host public forums,
inviting county commissioners to
hear what taxpayers have to say
about the massive tax increase being
proposed."

The SPLOST referendum will be
held on September 16.

From 6% to 7%
If passed, it would raise the

county sales tax by 1 cent, from 6%
to 7%. The tax, which was proposed
by the Clayton County Commission,
would pay for roads and six recreation
centers.

A self-styled "citizen's group"
called Recreation and Roads 2003 said
it will lobby in favor of the tax hike
— saying it is important for "the fu¬
ture of Clayton County."

However, Bradley said the tax is a
big mistake.

“In this economy,
local governments
should be cutting

costs, not introducing
a quarter-billion

dollars in new taxes."
— Philip Bradley

"At a time when people are being
laid off work and forced to endure
financial belt-tightening at home, the
[county commission] is asking the
taxpayers of Clayton to give them¬
selves a tax increase," he said.

"In this economy, local govern¬
ments should be cutting costs and
taxes, not introducing new taxes.
Especially not when the proposed tax
increase represents a quarter-billion
dollars in new government spending
and special projects."

Bradley also rejected the argu¬
ment, made by some tax supporters,
that out-of-county residents will pay
a majority of the tax when they come
to Clayton County to make purchases.

"The unavoidable fact is, every
time a person living in Clayton makes
a purchase, be it a Coke or a new car,

they will be paying more in sales tax

if the measure passes," he said.
The Clayton County LP expects to

spend $1,200 to $1,800 to fight the
SPLOST, said Bradley. In 2002, a simi¬
lar effort to hike the SPLOST lost by
3,805 votes.

Meanwhile, in nearby Cobb
County, Garrett Michael Hayes, the
Georgia LFs 2002 candidate for gov¬
ernor, has signed on as a spokesman
for Cobb Citizens For Tax Relief, which
is also campaigning against a SPLOST
increase in that country.

The SPLOST is actually a "Special
PLUNDER Local Option Sales Tax,"
charged Russell Young, chairman of
Cobb Citizens For Tax Relief.

Stifling economy
"It's stifling the economy of Cobb

County at a time when we should be
helping rebuild," he said. "The pro¬
ponents of the SPLOST are telling
people that no one is against this tax.
That's just not true. There are a lot
of people against it, and for very good
reasons."
If passed, the SPLOST would keep

the Cobb County sales tax at 5%, in¬
stead of allowing it to fall to 4%, as
scheduled. The higher tax — $670
million over five years — would fund
school construction projects.

Cobb Citizens For Tax Relief will

sponsor events, advertising, and com¬

munity meetings before the Septem¬
ber election to get out the "real story"
about the tax, said Young.

iititfywmim www.libertythreadz.com

All Sales Shirts imprinted
FRONT only. Donkey/Elephant
designs have"Vote Libertarian"
See web site for sizes & colors on

sale. Others shirts may be
purchased at regular price.

Please add S3 shipping per order
ThreadHeadz
1381 Kildaire Farm Rd.

Cary, NC 27511

Save $5 on shirts Save 50% on caps
while supplies last reduced Srom $19-99 to
Save $10 on caps °°'y””wh“* *“pp,,“
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II

I loved the publication.We need more
...of these positive, intelligent resources
to give to folks at outreach events."

—Sarah K., Medical College of Wisconsin
"The [Libertarian Viewpoint} gave lots of information on the
LP, perfect for spreading the word. I've'long felt a change
was needed for outreach info. This is just the ticket!"

—Deb Hamm, Westminster Colorado

The Libertarian Viewpoint — a 8-page, full-color outreach newspaper!
Ideal for leaving at your local coffeehouse, supermarket, student union
building, or community center. Contains articles on corporate welfare,
crime, poverty, foreign policy, and more — along with brief "Fact Files"
that offer fascinating soundbites, factoids, and perspectives. Add to that
some glowing media quotes about the Libertarian Party and full-color

photographs, and you have a professional-looking, eye-catching
newspaper that asks readers to "imagine a better America."

Includes a membership response form.
Sample: $1 each ★ 100 for $25 ★ 1,000 for $100 ★ Call for prices for

bulk quantities (10,000+) All prices include free shipping.

LP Literature & Books
■ Why Government Doesn't Work by Harry
Browne. The 1996 Presidential campaign manifesto:
Explains why government doesn't work, and why it
will never work as well as voluntary solutions. Out¬
lines a Libertarian plan for victory. Hardbound, 245
pages. Cost: $11.95
■ Libertarianism In One Lesson by David Berg-
land. Expanded 8th edition. The classic introductory
work. Outlines Libertarian positions on all major po¬
litical issues and contrasts them to liberals and
conservatives. A must-read. Softbound, 158 pages.
Cost: $10 each; or 5 for $35.

■ Which Political Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights?
Full-page flyer. 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting de¬
fense of the Second Amendment, designed espe¬
cially for the gun community. Explains why the LP will
never betray gun owners — unlike the Republican
Party, which constantly sells them out. Cost: Sample:
505 or $7 for 100

■ America's Libertarian Heritage by David Berg-
land. 16-page booklet. Concise overview of Libertar¬
ian philosophy and solutions in an easy-to-read ques-
tion-and-answer format. Cost: $1 each

■ Million Dollar Bills: Green Ink. A faux $1,000,000
bill that highlights excessive federal spending — and
points out that the federal government spends more
than $1 million every five seconds. Perfect for Tax
Day, taxpayer groups, and almost any other outreach
project! Cost: Sample: 504 or $5 for 100

2-C0L0R ★ LIBERTARIAN PARTY BROCHURES ★ 4-C0L0R
2-COLOR
■ Making Your
Neighborhood

Safe Again
■ Ending the
Welfare State

I What Happened To
Your Family Budget?
■ Equal Rights for

America's Gun Owners

4-COLOR!
■ Is This the
New Political

Party You've Been
Looking For?
■ Working to Cut
Your Taxes

■ It's Time for a
More Sensible

Drug Policy

2-color brochures: Sample: 505 ★ Or $7 for 100 / 4-color brochures: Sample: 505 ★ Or $10 for 100

■ LP "Fact Sheets": Updated for 2000: 2-page LP
history (with political highlights, accomplishments,
and victories from 1971 -2000) and a comprehensive
two-page bibliography (featuring more than 150
books about liberty!). Sold as a set. Cost: Sample:
505 or $10 for 100

■ World's Smallest Political

Quiz cards. Perfect for
"politically homeless" booths.
Cost: $1 for 100

Bumperstickers
$1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100. Size: 11" x 3"

■ ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
(Red, white, & blue).
■ I'm Pro-Choice on Everything! (Red, white, & blue/

■ Don't Blame Me ... I Voted Libertarian (Blue
& white; 800-ELECT-US phone number below.)
■ Vote Libertarian/800-ELECT-US (Blue & white.)

Buttons
Cost: $1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100

■ Don't Blame Me,
I Voted Libertarian
1-800-ELECT-US

■ Vote Libertarian

1-800-ELECT-US \w

■ Libertarian Party:
Pro-Choice on

Everything
1-800-ELECT-US

Tools for Campaigning
■ Libertarian Political Action: Techniques for
Effective Campaigning: 32 pages. Comprehensive
explanation of winning campaign techniques for Lib¬
ertarian candidates. Includes everything from creat¬
ing a campaign timeline, deciding on issues, raising
money, working with volunteers, dealing with the
media, and organizing a Get Out The Vote (GOTV)
effort. A must read for every Libertarian candidate
— state, local, or federal! Cost: $3.00 each

■ LP Statue of Liberty Logo mas¬
ter. Camera-ready sheet, ready for
scanning. Cost: $1 each
■ LP Statue of Liberty Logo on PC
Disk 3-1/2 inch DOS-compatible
computer disk. Cost: $3 each
■ Newsprint Ads: "Libertarian Party
— Defenders of Liberty." Camera-
ready print ads. One each of six different ads: Gen¬
eral, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft, and taxes. Plus ad¬
ditional multi-sized "Lower Taxes/More Freedom" LP
advertisements. Cost: $3 for set

Large Banners
■ Large Banner. (18" x 5'). White lettering on bold
blue background. The first line says: "Libertarian
Party." The second line says: "800-ELECT-US." Perfect
for local Libertarian Party meetings, state or county
conventions, Operation Politician Homeless (OPH)
booths, etc. Cost: $40 each

Ready-to-use Literature Banners Total Due
Q'NTY COST

TABLOID (4-c): "Libertarian Viewpoint"
. pTTiToT'sTQQ^ew vision for America"

Brochure (4-c): "Is This/New Political Party...?"

|i^7T7S?~sTOCK]e Sensible Drug Policy"
Brochure (4-c): "Working to Cut Your Taxes!"
Brochure: "What Happened/ Family Budget?"
Brochure: "Ending the Welfare State"
Brochure: "Making Neighborhood Safe Again"
Brochure: "Equal Rights/America's Gun Owners"

^urjo£sfocKlioo% Pro-Gun Rights?"
America's Libertarian Heritage booklet
Fact Sheets: LP history/bibliography (package)
World's Smallest Political Quiz
"Million Dollar Bill" Literature

"LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (18"h x 5‘w)
Second line says: "1-800-ELECT-US"

U Tools for Campaigning

Libertarian Political Action Booklet

Statue of Liberty logo master
LP Statue of Liberty logo on 3-1/2” PC disk
Newsprint ads; "Libertarian Party - Defenders
of Liberty" set of seven.

Merchandise Total

. RUSH handling: Add $5 for same-day handling

RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange

.Send to a Post Office Box $5 extra

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE

HOWTO
PLACE
YOUR
ORDER

Books for Sale

gMTT5F~sTOCK)oe5n'(work
By Harry Browne
Libertarianism In One Lesson

By David Bergland

[ ] Cash, check, or money order enclosed. (No corporate checks')
Bill my: [ ] Visa [ J MasterCard [ ]AMEX ( J Discover

Acct. H

Phone:
(202)

333-0008
Ext. 221

Expires Signature

Name

Bumper Stickers
Membership ID# (On label |

Don’t Blame Me...I Voted Libertarian

I'm Pro-Choice on Everything!
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Vote Libertarian/1 -800-ELECT-US

Buttons

Don't Blame Me, I Voted Libertarian
VOTE UBERTARIAN/800-ELECT-US
Libertarian Party: Pro-Choice on Everything

Street

City State Zip

Occupation Employe!

By
Mail:

Libertarian Party
2600 Virginia

Avenue, NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20037

FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES POLITICAL COMMITTEES TO REPORT THE NAME, MAILING ADDRESS, OCCUPATION, AND NAME OF EMPLOYER FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS AGGREGATE IN EXCESS OF $200 IN A CALENDAR YEAR
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Website with 'reformatted' party Platform is now online
Continued from Page 3
tee, Inc. (LNC) in August 2001.

One of the 20 political strategies
in the plan calls for the party to "Re¬
develop the LP Platform, presenting
both direction and destination, with
an eye toward electoral success (with¬
out compromising core beliefs)."

The Platform Special Committee
— 20 LP members from around the
USA who are collaborating via e-mail

— is taking each plank and "refor¬
matting" its language into four cat¬
egories, said Squyres:

■ The Issue: Committee members
will try to frame each issue in a way
that will allow Libertarians to "con¬
trol the debate."

■ Principle: Will clearly state the
Libertarian principle behind each
plank, and illustrate "exactly how
that principle applies to a particular

“This project is
not about new

language. It is about
putting in place a

logical format
—George Squyres

issue. We have to be able to deliver

[our] principle on any given issue, in
a realistic way that ordinary people
can relate to and believe in. And we

must do this in a very few words."
■ Solutions: Will offer a Libertar¬

ian solution for every issue, and
"state the exact steps we would take
to get there. [This satisfies] both
the destination and the direction
concerns."

■ Transitions: Will showcase po¬
litical action Libertarians have al¬
ready taken on this issue.

The goal of the reformatting
project is to craft Platform language
that "will not be the rambling emo¬
tional operation of the past, but a
concise, insightful solution" that pre¬
sents a "clear, strong message to the
voting public," said Squyres.

Logical framework
"This project is not about new lan¬

guage, as language will always evolve
over time," he said. "It is about put¬
ting in place a logical format that will
govern whatever language goes into
the platform now and in the future."

None of the proposed changes are
permanent until delegates at the
party's 2004 national convention —

to be held in Atlanta, Georgia on May
27-31, 2004 — vote to approve them.

LP members who visit the new

website will get the opportunity to
see the proposed changes and make
suggestions — and that input will
be carefully considered, said Squyres.

"All comments will be reviewed by
a number of people," he said. "When
a suggestion improves either the re¬
formatting process or the language,
then the individual [Committee]
champion of a given plank may sub¬
stitute that suggestion into the
plank."

The committee is seeking input
as soon as possible, said Squyres, so
it can present proposed planks to the
LNC at its meeting in Denver, Colo¬
rado on September 13-14, 2003.

Additional information about the

reformatting project is available on
the website, said Squyres.

Questions answered
"I hope everyone who visits the

website will read the information and
articles on the main page and on the
articles page," he said. "A lot of ques¬
tions are answered there that regu¬
larly get asked, as well as articles on
the project and its progress.

"Also, I am hoping that many of
the party's elder statesmen will in¬
volve themselves in the project and
give us the benefit of their longer
term experience."

The Platform Special Committee
consists of Mike Dixon (NC), Dean
Ahmad (MD), Lorenzo Gaztanaga
(MD), Michael Gilson de Lemos (FL),
Henry Haller (PA), Sean Haugh (NC),
Ed Hoch (AK), Erin HolUnden (IN),
Robert Murphy (OK), George Squyres
(AZ), Joe Hauptmann (IN), Mark
Schreiber (IN), Wayne Nygren (CA),
Dan Nafe (FL), Steve Hoffman (GA),
Austin Hough (IL), Keith Edwards
(MI), Bonnie Scott (NY), Norma Skoog
(OH), Julian Heicklen (PA), Robert
Restivo (TX), and Greg Clark (WA).

HeadacheRelief

ake your life a little less
stressful. Join the Liberty
Pledge Program.

As soon as you do, you’ll never
have to renew your Libertarian
Party membership again. It will be
renewed automatically - for as
long as you decide to maintain
your pledge. No more membership
renewal notices. No more hassles.

(It also helps us. The money we
save can be used for outreach and
other important projects to defend
Liberty. Isn’t that how you want us
to spend your money?)

Win I Became a

Liberty Pledger
“I support the Liberty Pledge program

because I believe it makes the party
more effective. A strong, guaranteed
financial base makes planning and
budgeting easier, and lets the LP
spend less time on fundraising and
more time on actual projects. It is a

welcome reminder each month that

there is something I can do for liberty.’
- Steve Dennett (Retired)
McLean, Virginia

GetLiberty
PledgeNews

When you join the Liberty Pledge
Program, you’ll also receive Liberty
Pledge News
each month.

This newslet¬

ter has stories so hot they haven’t
made it into LP News yet, along
with recent newspaper clippings
from around America.

Only Liberty Pledgers get it.
As an LP member or LP News

subscriber, you’ve already taken
the first step to protect America’s
precious heritage of Liberty.

Now, would you be willing to take

the next step - and become a
member of the Liberty Pledge Team?

It’s simple, easy, and important.
And it means you’ll never have

to worry about renewing your LP
membership (or LP News subscrip¬
tion). It’s one less headache for you.

You can join the Liberty Pledge
Team online. Go to: www.LP.org/
services/contributions.html
Or join over the

phone. Just call (202)
333-0008x221.

Or join by mail, using the easy

response form below. Thank you.

Join
Online!

[ ] YES! I want to support the Libertarian Party on a more regular basis -
and join the monthly Liberty Pledge in the amount indicated below. Please
send me the insider’s newsletter. The Liberty Pledge News, each month.

[ ] $100 per month Life Benefactor
[ ] $30 per month A dollar a day for liberty!
[ ] $10 per month (minimum) Sustaining
[ ] Please sign me up for $ per month
[ ] I’ll pay by check/money order: please send

me a reminder notice each month.

[ ] Charge my credit card. (Please provide card
information at right.)

Please mail to: Libertarian Party *2600 Virginia
Avenue NW, Suite 100 • Washington, DC 20037
Federal law requires political committees to report the name,
mailing address, and occupation and employer for each indi¬
vidual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a
calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible.

Check/Money Order. (To: Libertarian Party)
MasterCard [ ] Visa [ ] Discover [ ] Amex

ACCOUNT # EXPIRES

SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

City State Zip

Occupation Employer

Beginner’s
Introduction

It's the best for new libertarians!"
- Ken Schooland

Send $6.95 (Includes postage) to:
SIL, BOX 10224, Rochester NY 14610
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Libertarians Launch petitioning drive to
repeal grocery tax in Littleton, Colorado

■ Arapahoe County LP activists Frank Atwood (l) and Severin
Schneider, petitioning clipboards in hand, work to repeal the "unfair"
1% tax on groceries in Littleton, Colorado.

Libertarians in Littleton, Colo¬rado are circulating petitions to
put a grocery tax repeal on the

ballot — undaunted by the failure of
a similar initiative in Montrose.

The Arapahoe County Libertarian
Party is working to collect 2,000 sig¬
natures to qualify the initiative for
the November ballot. Town law re¬

quires 1,326 signatures to qualify an
initiative.

Arapahoe County activist Frank
Atwood said he started the project
because he believes the grocery tax
is harmful to the town's poor resi¬
dents.

"The tax is unfair; it dispropor¬
tionately taxes the poor," he said. "It
is a regressive tax."
If it qualifies for the ballot and is

approved by voters, the initiative
would repeal the town's 1% tax on
groceries, saving taxpayers about
$600,000 a year.

2% of town budget
The grocery tax, which is imposed

on food purchased for home con¬
sumption, accounts for about 2% to
3% of the city's annual budget. The
town also imposes a 3% tax on res¬
taurant meals.
If approved, the grocery tax re¬

peal would be phased in, said Atwood,
giving the town time adjust to the
loss of revenue.

"This repeal would go into effect
with half in January 2004 and the
remaining half in January 2005," he
said.

Severin Schneider, who is helping
with the signature-gathering efforts,
said repealing the grocery tax would
help accomplish Libertarian goals.

"All levels of government are too
big," he said. "Any way we can cre¬
ate an environment that forces any
level of government to reduce spend¬
ing is a worthwhile effort.

"[Also], Libertarians are too often
a lot of talk and not much action.

This is one way we can put our be¬
liefs in action and effect immediate

change."
Atwood is working with Republi¬

can Marty Bolt and Democrat Elwood
Johnsen on the project, making it "a
tri-partisan effort," he said.

A similar grocery tax repeal effort
failed in Montrose, Colorado in July,
when residents rejected it on a 71.9%-
28.1% vote. [See story on page 4].

http:/ /www.ClickandPledge.com
“Click & Pledge allows us ro receive donations and membership dues over the Internet for a very
low cost, and it easily integrated with our web site! ()ur favorite tiling about Click & Pledge is that
there are no monthly fees.’- James Bisert, Manhattan Ubertarian Part)'

Can us Toll Free: 866-WWW-CLICK [866.999.25421 for a demo
Secure Online Donation

■ i.i-. •/ Accept secured donations & dues online with Visa, MasterCard, Discover, AMFX.
-1- [ S Pay no setup, monthly, or annual fees.

W Offer premiums, sell items, tickets, and accept donations/dues all in one package.
. V Take 5 minutes to setup on your existing web site.

Web Content Management System

Special Free Offer to Libertarian Chapters & Candidates

V Web Content Management System for web site creation.
V eMail with virus & spam protection.
V Real-time donation and credit card acceptance system with discounted rates.

: V Free use of You.4Libertarian.com or You.4Libertarian.com.org domain.

eNewsIetters & Newspapers
Electronic Newsletter

V Design & broadcast your eNewsletter to your mailing list.
V Provide links to documents and forms directly from the email.
V Accept donations via the eNewsletter directly from the email.

In Print Newspaper

I V Rower your newsletter printing cost by moving to a newspaper format.
1 >4 Let us help you design, edit, print, and distribute your publication.

. 1 S Simply upload your content and let us do the rest.

POLITICS 2003

Listening to The Law and Chinese coverage
■ In Pennsylvania, Ronald W. Satz has announced his candidacy for
Commissioner of Bucks County. In Washington, Lonnie Eachus will
run for Spokane city council. In West Virginia, Simon McClure has
filed papers to run for governor. In Indiana, Brad Hyatt announced he
will run for mayor of New Castle. In Kentucky, Melanie Hughes said
she will run for mayor of New Albany. In Louisiana, Brent Sanders
has announced his candidacy for State Representative (District 38).

■ Book News: The Libertarian Party is mentioned in a new book.
Information and American Democracy, by Bruce Bimber (Cambridge
University Press, 2003). The nonfiction work, which looks at how
political organizations have changed as the flow of political informa¬
tion has changed, cites the LP for using the Internet to stop the Know
Your Customer regulation in 1998. Want to listen to Frederick
Bastiat's The Law? You can download the entire book in .mp3 format
from www.FreeAudio.org at no cost, thanks to libertarian Art Pollard.
He plans to make other libertarian classics available in the future.

■ Miscellaneous: In California, the new San Francisco chapter of
Outright Libertarians hosted an OPH Booth at the city's annual LGBT
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered) Pride Celebration on June 29.
LP candidate for mayor Mike Denny also had a car in the parade.
Interestingly, the LP presence was covered in the World Journal, the
most widely circulated Chinese newspaper in North America. In
Connecticut, Lenny Rasch was re-elected State Chair. In Ohio, the
state LP moved into its new headquarters in Columbus, (700 Morse
Road, Suite 208) on July 19. In Washington, DC, Rob Kampia has
been elected State Chair of the District of Columbia LP.

■ Entertainment: Robert Heinlein's classic, libertarian-themed sci-fi
novel The Moon Is a Harsh Mistress has been optioned by Phoenix
Pictures. The 1966 book is widely credited with coining the popular
phrase, "There ain't no such thing as a free lunch" (TANSTAAFL). No
word on when the movie might go into production or be released.

■ In Michigan, Libertarian-in-office Jeff
Steinport got a nice mention in a local
newspaper. The Grand Rapids Press
complimented the Board of Education member
for casting the single "no" vote on a motion to
set the date for a special school-tax election. By
not setting the election on the same day as an
already-scheduled school election, noted
Steinport, voter participation will be reduced
and the town will have to spend an extra
$150,000. "Mr. Steinport was right to point that ■ Jeff Steinport:
out," said the Grand Rapids Press. New York 'Right' on vote.
Libertarian Richard Cooper's efforts to thwart
the "Time$cam" — a bid by the New York Times to use eminent domain
to seize private property to build a new office — received national
coverage in July. He was praised in a column by Michelle Malkin that
described the New York Times' plans as "legalized theft" and "crony
capitalism." Malkin's column appears in 100+ newspapers.

■ Campaigning 101: Running for office? Two how-to books might
help: Running for Office ($34 plus shipping) and Winning Elections
($50 plus shipping). Both are written by Ronald A. Faucheux, editor of
Campaign & Elections magazine. Order at: www.campaignline.com/.

■ Libertarian products: LP member Barry Fiegel is offering two nice
shirts for Libertarians: The front of one shows the face of the Statue of

Liberty (green on ivory/$15-$17); the other the entire Statue of
Liberty with NYC's World Trade Center twin towers as a backdrop (full
color on ivory/16-$18). To order, visit: www.LadyLibertyShirts.com.
The Heartland Institute is offering two provocative bumper stickers:
"I believe in freedom. What do YOU believe in?" and "I believe in prop¬
erty rights. What do YOU believe in?" Cost: $1.49 each, with volume
discounts. To order, visit: www.Heartland.org. Or call: (312) 377-4000.

■ In New York, Libertarians are mourning the July 13 death of Dottie-
Lou Brokaw, a past vice chair of the New York LP and the party's 1990
candidate for lieutenant governor.

■ In Indiana, Brad Klopfenstein, a Libertarian candidate for
Indianapolis City-County Council (District 15), has been endorsed by
the city's Fraternal Order of Police. "This endorsement will be a huge
boost to my campaign," said Klopfenstein, who is only the second
Libertarian candidate ever endorsed by the FOP. In New York, Libertar¬
ian Jak Karako has qualified for the Democrat primary ballot for City
Council (District 4). He is also petitioning to get on the ballot for the
general election as a Libertarian. In North Carolina, Christopher Cole
has filed papers to run for the Charlotte city council.
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FORUM

From 1856, an argument
against temperance laws
Horatio Seymour was governorof New York before and dur¬

ing the Civil War. In 1868 he
narrowly lost to Ulysses S. Grant for
the presidency. He was a statesman
respected by all political parties.

In the following speech, given on
July 4, 1856, Governor Seymour con¬
demns the use of Prohibition laws to
prevent the drinking of alcohol.

His words ring true today in the
current battle to repeal the legal re¬
strictions against drugs like mari¬
juana. His speech has been edited for
brevity.

We have had forced upon usin many of the states a co¬
ercive temperance law,

which is claimed by its advocates to
be a new and certain remedy for most
of the evils which effect society, but
which is the """■■■ — —

oft-repeated Bv Horatio
and always fu-
tile effort to Seymour
extend juris-
prudence of statutory laws beyond
their proper bounds. It violates Con¬
stitutional laws, and it will increase
the evils it claims to abolish.

We are made free by written con¬
stitutions restraining majorities and
protecting minorities, and forbidding
the legislators from touching a single

right of a single citizen.
The objections to this legislation

are of the gravest kind. It is not
merely against drinking but against
thinking. It is well described by an

eminent clergyman as a "lazy philan¬
thropy which tries to get rid of the
duties of life by declaring its evils are
abolished by act of Legislature."

The efforts of those engaged in

promoting temperance by reason and
persuasion are "twice blessed." They
enlarge their own intellect, and im¬
prove their own character, while they
influence and benefit others.

But when the law gives them
power over their fellow men, poor
human nature shows its wonted
weakness. Pride and passion are
aroused. The power it gives over the
consciences and actions of others cre¬

ates a vindictive spirit on the one
hand and calls forth resistance on the
other.

Intemperance is evil
The reasoning urged by the advo¬

cates of this statute is this: "Intem¬
perance is an evil. It is the duty of
government to suppress evil; there¬
fore a coercive law is right."

The great question is this: Is co¬
ercion a rightful and effective rem¬

edy? Its advocates are hasty in vili¬
fying those who doubt its efficacy.
The arguments upon which it is
founded have caused most of the

political, social, and religious evils
which oppress mankind.

Those who hold or usurp power
are wont to say that they deem her¬
esy, or infidelity, or dangerous hab¬
its of thinking freely, evils, and that
it is the duty of a state to remove
evils, and therefore they may punish
freedom of thinking, as well as free¬
dom of drinking.

Another objection is, that it cre¬
ates a spirit of resistance which in¬
creases the evil it claims to root out.
This fact has been confirmed by ef¬
forts to suppress particular narcotics
by force. In China, the attempt to put
down the use of opium by force has
been followed by the greatest social,
moral, and political evils.

Hypocrisy
The Maine (temperance) law con¬

verts a dangerous, and in many cir¬
cumstances, a destructive, habit of
drinking intoxicating liquors into one

more dangerous and pernicious, for
it adds the meanness of concealment,
and the demoralization of hypocrisy.

Persuasion requires virtue, ability
and sincerity. Coercive laws are best
enforced by the violent, vindictive,
and base. Hence these are now tak¬

ing the lead. A benevolent enterprise
has fallen into the hands of those
afflicted with a "vindictive philan¬
thropy," which deranges them with
the idea that they are virtuous, be¬
cause they are denunciatory. The wise
and the thoughtful are overruled by
men raging with the delirium tremens
of fanaticism.

Public officers, judges, and cler¬
gymen, are compelled to denounce
the use of wine as crime, when speak¬
ing with all the solemnities of offi¬
cial station, or invested with the sa¬

credness of the pulpit.

A mockery
Yet, they show, by their constant

intercourse with those who do use

intoxicating liquors, that this is a
formal language, a mockery, a com¬
pliance with the terms of law which
all feel to be untrue.

Our prisons are the examples of
the perfect system of restraint. Their
inmates, for a long series of years,
are entirely prevented from indulg¬
ing in intemperance or any kindred
evil. They lead lives of perfect regu¬
larity, industry and propriety, because
they are compelled to do so. Yet few
are reformed by this.

The progress of civilization has
been marked by the contraction of
coercive laws.

■ About the editor: John Chodes,
who edited this speech by Horatio
Seymour, is the former communica¬
tions director of the New York City Lib¬
ertarian Party. The full speech can be
found in David Croly's Seymour and
Blair: Their Lives and Services, pub¬
lished by Richardson and Company of
New York, in 1868.

Why a strong
1 believe that the best use of Lib¬ertarian Party resources, for the

next 18 months, is to do what¬
ever it takes to run a strong presi¬
dential campaign.

I disagree with the idea that the
best way to advance party goals is to
concentrate on electing people to
non-partisan city and town office.

In U.S. history, minor parties that
have consistently carried out well-run
presidential campaigns, without a
break, have had the strongest influ¬
ence on policy.

1% of the vote

The Socialist Party and the Prohi¬
bition Party are the only two minor
parties that consistently polled at
least 1% of the vote for president,
over a period of at least 20 years.

The Socialist Party's role in influ¬
encing U.S. policy is fairly well
known. The Prohibition Party's role
is not as well known. The Socialist

Party usually polled 3% during the
period 1904-1932, although it hit 6%

presidential campaign is the LP's best strategy in 2004
in 1912 and , , .

less than 1% By Richard
“tow- Winger
... •••••••••••••••••••••••••

bitxon Party
was weaker, polling between 1% and
2% in the entire period 1884-1920,
except that it hit 2.2% in 1892 and
fell below 1% in 1896.

The Socialist Party's presidential
campaigns never caused the outcome
of the winner to change.

But the Prohibition Party's presi¬
dential campaigns cost the Republi¬
cans the election in both 1884 and
1916 (both years, the Prohibition
Party presidential candidate was an

ex-Republican Governor). The 1884
Prohibition campaign tilted New York
to the Democrats; the 1916 Prohibi¬
tion campaign tilted California to the
Democrats.

After the Prohibitionists cost the

Republicans the presidency for the
second time, in 1916, Congress passed
the Constitutional amendment impos¬
ing prohibition, early in 1917.

This amendment had first been
introduced in Congress in 1875. It
languished for 42 years before it
passed. I believe the Republicans de¬
cided to pass it because they were
tired of losing votes to the Prohibi¬
tion Party. The Republican national
platform had never even hinted at
any Republican Party support for pro¬
hibition (nor had the Democratic plat¬
form), but they passed it anyway.

Of course, the Prohibition Party
didn't set out to alter the outcome
of a presidential election. The Prohi¬

bition Party simply put on a vigor¬
ous presidential campaign, with
clockwork regularity. No one can pre¬
dict how these things turn out.

I conclude from this history that
it pays a minor party in the U.S. to
consistently carry out a vigorous
presidential campaign. I am making
this point because, over the years,
many Libertarians seem to have con¬
cluded that putting resources into a
presidential campaign doesn't pay off.

There are additional reasons why
it's especially desirable for the LP to

run a strong presidential campaign
in 2004. We may have the field mostly
to ourselves. If the Democrats nomi¬
nate Governor Howard Dean, the
Greens will not make a vigorous run.
No other minor party seems likely to
do anything vigorous either. Yet the
electorate is very unhappy now, and
is likely to be unhappy next year also.

New lawsuit
It's always possible that there will

be a breakthrough with presidential
debates. The National Voting Rights
Institute, headquartered in Boston,
is already planning a new lawsuit
against the Commission on Presiden¬
tial Debates. We may get a break¬
through.

Either way, a third party that
genuinely wants to influence Ameri¬
can politics has its best opportunity
to do so by running strong presiden¬
tial campaigns.

■ About the author: Richard Winger
is the editor of Ballot Access News.
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How to unlock the zen of Libertarian thought
People often ask me, afterthey've heard a little bit about

libertarianism and been gen¬
erally pleased, "Well, what about so¬
cial workers, what about unions, what
about fighting discrimination?"

Well, I admit I don't give very good
answers, because those guys asking
me know much more about those top¬
ics than I ever will or plan to learn.
Sorry about that.

There's just one solution. If you
want to know what libertarians think,
and how we apply our ideas to com¬

plex, long-running social problems,
you'll have to learn how libertarians
think.

There is a zen to libertarian

thought. It's a thought process that
discounts the existence of the state

and its agents. We look to history for
pre-statist solutions, and (although
we don't like to admit it) we look to
futurism and even science fiction for

post-statist solutions.
Here is an easy example of how to

think like a Libertarian. Start by

imagining
there is no By Brien

Bartels
more govern¬
ment money
to be spent,
for any purpose. Never mind why.

Imagine the government is going
to retreat to its duties outlined in
Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Con¬
stitution and stop paying for a lot of
things we have taken for granted. No
more price supports for farmers. No
more regulators peeking into meat
lockers or vats of drugs. No more So¬
cial Security, Medicare, or Medicaid.
No more state money for education,
welfare, or baseball stadiums.

Solve that problem?
While that is at the top of your

mind, think about a problem you know
a lot about. If it were up to you, how
would it get solved? How would you
solve that problem, alleviate the suf¬
fering of the poor, the elderly, or the
ball club owners — without forcing
someone else to pay for your solu¬

tion? Forcing someone to pay for your
solution creates suffering that is just
spread out over more households.

Here are some helpful questions
to ask yourself: What do
you dislike about the way
the government handles
this problem? What is the
simplest way to solve it?
A lot of people's problems
with welfare or business
or the law stem from the

unending complexity cre¬
ated by legislators and
bureaucrats.

What is the least

costly way? If you don't
like to think in terms of
dollars, because that seems callous,
think in terms of rain forest trees or

panda bears, because dollars wasted
on ineffective problem-solving are
dollars that eventually will leak out
of the world economy and prevent us
from saving endangered species or
virgin lands. It's the old "Asian but¬
terfly flaps wings, hurricane devas¬

tates Florida" situation.
An extra dollar spent on Medicare

in the U.S. might have saved thou¬
sands of lives in Sub-Saharan Africa

if devoted to open
trade or private char¬
ity, instead of a pay
raise for a bureaucrat
or an HMO executive
or simple fraud or er¬
rors.

Musings
The fact is, if you

devote some time to

those musings, and
follow up with some
research, you will find
government solutions

don't work well; that politicians re¬

placed pre-existing systems that met
your ideals better; that grassroots ini¬
tiative and neighborliness beats gov¬
ernment social workers every time.

What Libertarians are asking you
to do is put your prodigious imagi¬
nations to work, instead of waiting

for the government to take care of it
— or worse yet, actively lobbying the
government to do that.

So imagine: What would you do if
there were no government? How
would you help your neighbors solve
their problems if the government
stuck to its limited duties of defend¬
ing borders, providing courts, and
managing the police? What have
other free people done to solve their
problems?

There is a summation that I can
add to persuading you to persuade
yourself about the justice and prac¬
ticality of libertarian solutions. It
comes from that most libertarian of
the ancient books, the Tao de Ching:
"Too many words exhaust the reck¬
oning; it is better to seek the answer
within you."

■ About the author: Brien Bartels
is the executive director of the Liber¬
tarian Party of Washington state.
This essay reprinted from Washington
Liberty, June/July 2001.

that a lot of

THE VOLUNTEER

The 'sadness and hope' strategy
for Libertarian Party candidates
The Libertarian Party frightensvoters. Most voters know little

of us besides what the media

portrays. And the media show our
more alarming side. What we stand
for is often expressed in absolute and
immoderate terms.

The Libertarian Party frightens
people, and frightened voters will not
listen to you, much less vote for you.

To be effective you must be as
non-threatening as possible. This
means soft tone of voice, retiring
posture, and only two emotions: sad¬
ness and hope.

And slowly voters will start to lis¬
ten. Slowly, only a few this year and
a few more next election. Until we
scare them again.

How does the "sadness and hope"
technique work?

Here's how you could respond to
questions that Libertarian candidates
frequently get:
■ "Yes, I am sad I had to run. I

am sure that there are many others
who could do a better job than me,
but sadly none of them chose to en¬
ter the race."

■ "Yes, I am saddened that the
[local television station or League of
Women Voters] did not invite me to
the debate, but the true loss is to the
voters — who did not get a chance
to know all the choices available to
them in this race. And I am hopeful
that these public-spirited institutions
will include all candidates next time."

Always remember that no Liber¬
tarian candidate has to convince or

By John
Hawley

to persuade 1
anyone to vote
for them. The

police and the
tax collector
are driving voters to us every day.
All we have to do is not scare them

away.
The greatest difficulty is dealing

with the electronic media who want

sound bites when our message is re¬
flective, not impulsive. It is a very
difficult temptation to resist, but re¬
sist our candidates must.

Any "hot button" question can be
answered by saying, "We should go
slow and be careful. Americans should
work toward more freedom. But we
must be very careful not to allow one

person's freedom to harm another."

Slowly and carefully
When pressed by the reporter for

specifics, repeat again: "We must go
slowly and carefully." Soon enough,
the media will come to understand
that the candidate is going to be slow
and careful in answering the reporter,
regardless of how "urgent" the inter¬
view tone is.

And the voter will come to un¬

derstand that Libertarian candidates
are not flustered by reporters.

The print media is our true home,
for our issues require thought and
reflection. Still slow and easy, and
still only two emotions. The key is to
get and to keep the focus on the is¬
sues and not the candidate.
If the reporter does not ask issue

questions, gently redirect the discus¬
sion to them.

Reporter: "How much money will
you spend on your campaign?"

Candidate: "Hopefully, enough to
get the issues before the voters."

Reporter: "How much money does
your campaign have to spend?"

Candidate: "I do not know. How
much do you think we need to have
to get the issues out?"

Reporter: "Why should some vote
for a third-party candidate who has
no chance of wining?"

Candidate: "A voter should vote

Libertarian because that voter wants
less taxes and less government. Even
the traditional parties will notice."

Reporter: "What are you mad
about; why are you running?"

Candidate: "I really am more sad
than angry. Sad that the issues were
not being addressed by the other can¬
didates."

Reporter: "All right, what are the
issues?"

Candidate answers, slowly and
carefully.

Remember, pity the other candi¬
dates whose good intentions sadly
cause so much harm.

And respect the voter whose good
intelligence will eventually see the
light. If we do not scare them away.

■ About the author: Libertarian
John Hawley lives in Dallas, Texas. He
is the vice chair of the Texas LP. This
essay reprinted from the April-June
2002 issue of Texas Liberty.

What They’re Saying About
The Free State Project:

"I think FSP is a TERRIFIC idea. I know a lot of
people have botched 'new country' and 'let's take over
a county' ideas, but FSP is different. Not only do they
have the best plan I've seen for actually making it
happen, it's one that doesn't ask people to front a
bunch of cash or risk making any moves, until a
critical mass has been reached. Even if it's a long
shot, the chance of having an example of freedom at
work - that 'shining city on the hill' - is too good to
pass up."

Louis James, free-market.net

"Who has not dreamt of a place in which common
sense and mutual respect replace most of the laws on
the books and people don't need the threat of
government in order just to behave themselves? But
how many have ever done anything about it?"

Keith Olbermann, MSNBC

"What can be done now? Are there any signs that
those Americans who want to unconstitutionally
control the lives of others are going to let up soon? I
say no, but there's a peaceful resolution proposed by
Free State Project, whose motto is, 'Liberty in our
lifetime.'"

Walter Williams, economist and author

"A free state might show the rest of the world what
can be done ... Let's think seriously about this."

Claire Wolfe, libertarian author

www.freestateproject.org
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Yes, good things are
happening in the party
Cordial greetings. It's an honor to be your new executivedirector. While I understand the very real challenges we face,

I wanted to reflect on a few of the positive things happening
in the party. We are addressing our challenges head on —

and, thanks to you, are making progress.
Here's a few of my recent impressions about the state of the party,

beginning with a recent trip out West.
I headed off early to catch a flight to Seattle. On the ground at

SEATAC airport, I grabbed a rental car and headed down the coast. The
Libertarian National Committee (LNC) quarterly meeting was in Seattle
the next day, so I had time for a visit to the state LP headquarters.

A 150-mile drive through majestic countryside landed me in
Beaverton. Looking up from the map, I spotted a handsome brick
building at the intersection of two busy streets. Two large "Libertarian
Party" signs hung over each side of the building.

Both faces of the building, visible to the street, were glass. You
could see inside. And inside, the place was packed: Volunteers,
students, county leaders, state leaders, and Libertarian officeholders.
Colorful banners hung overhead, along with LP campaign signs.

I met Tom Cox, the State Chair, and Richard Burke, the full-time
executive director. Tom had run a spirited race for governor, crisscross¬
ing the state, and ended up with 5% of the vote. Richard had just won
re-election to the Tualatin Valley Water Board with 60% of the vote.
Under his leadership as president, the water board will retire its last
general obligation bond in December 2005. On
that date, they will no longer take money from
property taxes — just from the sale of water.
Thanks to a Libertarian, government coercion
will be reduced.

Libertarians are winning elections. Libertar¬
ian officeholders are putting our principles into
practice. County parties are earning media at¬
tention. Good things are happening in Oregon.

Halfway across the county, Mark Ruther¬
ford and the Indiana crew may have big news
brewing.

Reverend Greg Dixon has a real shot at a
seat on the Indianapolis city council. Greg was
the pastor at Indiana Baptist Temple and took
a principled stand against the IRS in a tax
dispute. It became a national news story when
the IRS confiscated the church. Greg is now
going door to door, along with 60 volunteers, asking for votes. He's
telling people, "If the government has the power to take your beer,
they have the power to take my Bible." The polls look good.

In North Carolina, Sean Haugh, R. Lee Wrights, and others have
started two new LP county organizations, bringing the total to 28.
John Evans has a strong shot at a city council seat in Wilmington.
And the five Libertarians elected to various Soil and Water Commis¬
sions around the state are showing they can not only get elected, but
have an impact once they are in office. North Carolina looks good.

In Texas, some innovative thinking is going on. Rick McGinnis,
vice chair of the Travis County LP in Austin, is trying a new approach.
The county party has about 250 members and about 75 activists.

They want to take it to the next level, and are pulling together a
blue-ribbon board of advisors. These are people who have successfully
taken on complex challenges with daunting odds — and found a way
to make it work. They are successful entrepreneurs, corporate
chieftains, and an intensive care unit physician.

They have agreed to get their expert minds wrapped around the
hard problems a county LP faces. How does a third party break into a
two-party-controlled system? How do you raise money when you don't
have favors to sell?

McGinnis also hopes to get connected to the advisors' circle of
friends and colleagues, and then cross-pollinate them back into the
LP. The strategy is to build relationships, make friends, swell the
ranks, and grow name recognition among voters in Travis County.

When I went to bed in Beaverton, Oregon that night, it had been
a long day, but I felt at peace about the present — and excitement
about the future. I saw the core of the Libertarian Party in action.

Our strength is in the volunteers and the donors, the officeholders
and the candidates. I saw their commitment to the party and felt
their passion for freedom. I saw people taking action to make it
happen. And that, in the long run, will win the day.

1-
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Seehusen
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

How to solve the United States'
$6,736,489,954,145 problem
EDITOR’S NOTE: How can Lib¬
ertarianism solve America's prob¬
lems? Each issue, LP News will
showcase how "Libertarian Solu¬
tions" — or interim steps in a more
libertarian direction — can help
improve our nation.

By Bill Winter
LP NEWS EDITOR

If you had visited the on¬line National Debt Clock at
12:00 noon on August 1,
you would have seen this

figure: $6,736,489,356,420.66.
That's the amount of money

owed by the federal government:
Over $6.7 trillion dollars.

But if you visited it again just
30 seconds later, you would have
seen a different, bigger number:
$6,736,489,954,145.59.

That's an increase of about
$590,000 — a half-million dollars —
in 30 seconds.

It's a stark reminder of just how
quickly the politicians in Washing¬
ton, DC are plunging this nation
deeper and deeper into debt.

The more time that passes, the
scarier that number gets.

Had you visited the Debt Clock
(www.brillig.com/debt_clock/) one
minute later, the number you saw
would have been $1.2 million larger.
An hour later, it would have grown
by $70 million. A day later, it would
have swelled by $1.68 billion.

Over the course of the year, the
numbers add up to $613 billion in
additional government debt.

Yes, the national debt is back. And
so are deficits.

Deficit versus debt
Before we go on, let's define our

terms: The deficit is the amount of

overspending politicians do in one

year. In 2003, for example, the fed¬
eral government will take in $1.75
trillion in taxes, and spend $2.21 tril¬
lion. The difference — $455 billion
— is the deficit. (We'll examine later
why that number is different from the
$613 billion mentioned above.)

The national debt, by contrast, is
the sum of all the yearly deficits (mi¬
nus whatever the Feds have paid off).
The $6.7 trillion shown on the
National Debt Clock is the result of
decades of overspending.

As a political issue, deficits
dropped off the public radar in the
late 1990s. Thanks to a surge in tax
revenues and modest fiscal restraint
— prompted by tension between
Democratic President Bill Clinton
and a Republican-controlled Con¬
gress — the federal government
technically "balanced" the budget
for four years. (They didn't really,
as we'll see in a moment.)

All that changed in July, when the
Bush Administration announced that
this year's federal deficit will be $455
billion. In raw dollars, it's the
government's largest-ever deficit, and
it catapulted deficits back into the

Libertarian
deficit, lowering it to $455 billion.

The only problem: It's not true.
Social Security Trust Funds are im¬

mediately spent on general gov¬
ernment programs. The gov¬
ernment just deposits IOUs
(Treasury bonds, which it
owes itself) in the Trust
Fund. It then counts those

IOUs as assets.

That's like your right
hand lending your left
hand $10, spending it, and
then counting the $10 as
an "asset" you owe your¬
self.

Can't believe that the

government gets away
with such blatant decep¬
tion? The proof is in the
numbers. In both 1998 and
1999, politicians claimed
there was a budget "sur¬

plus." Yet, the federal debt
increased $120 billion in
1998 and another $162 bil¬
lion in 1999.

Bottom line: Alleged
V surplus or acknowledged
m deficit, the national debt
* gets larger every year.

Why is deficit spending
bad? Here's the short answer:

XK

headlines.
Let's look at

that discrepancy now: If
the deficit is $455 billion, why does
the National Debt Clock say it's $613
billion? Because $613 billion is the
real deficit.

Thanks to its arcane accounting
policies, the federal government
counts Social Security Trust Fund
surpluses as an asset, which reduces
(on paper) the size of the deficit.

This year, Social Security will take
in $160 billion more than it will pay
out. That money — supposedly de¬
posited into the Trust Fund — is
counted against the real $613 billion

LPNews

for a

daily dose
- -<\of news

& commentary from
the Libertarian Party

www.LP.org/lpnews

1) Deficits increase the cost
of government.

When the government spends
more than it takes in, it sells inter¬
est-bearing U.S. Treasury bonds to
cover the difference. With a massive
$6.7 trillion debt, those interest pay¬
ments add up.

In the fiscal 2003 budget, the
Bush Administration allocated $181
billion for interest. But with the
deficit ballooning, interest payments
are ballooning, too — to almost $1
billion a day, according to U.S. House
Rep. Gene Taylor (D-MS).

"In the first nine months of fiscal

year 2003, the Treasury spent $278
billion on interest on the debt," he
said. That makes interest payments
the federal government's third-larg-
est expense, trailing only Social Se¬
curity and military spending.

2) It crowds out private borrow¬
ing, which hurts the economy.

As Benjamin M. Friedman, Harvard
University professor of economics,
wrote in the Boston Globe (July 27,
2003): "What's wrong with continual
large budget deficits ... is that they
take away the economy's means of
achieving economic growth."

"When the government spends
more than it takes in from taxes, the
Treasury has to borrow to cover the
overage," he wrote. "This borrowing
absorbs some of the saving done by
families and firms, saving that oth¬
erwise would have remained available
to finance investment in productive
new plant and equipment."

It's happened before, noted Fried¬
man. During the country's last huge

See DEBT Page 22
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We now lake a
break from our
usual Iraq coverage
-to report that the
war nas been over
for two months.

■ Use RICO in Illinois?
After reading the August 2003

article about the Illinois GOP and
Treasurer Judy Topinka using state
workers to try to disqualify LP peti¬
tions ["Federal grand jury investi¬
gates charges of illegal anti-LP activ¬
ity by Illinois GOP"], I asked myself
if there isn't more that can be done

against those criminals beyond a
grand jury investigation.

What about a RICO case? It's pretty
obvious that the GOP in Illinois is a

criminal enterprise; why not use the
federal government's own tools to rid
the state of a huge band of
political gangsters?
— MICHAEL PUSCHAVER

Oxford, Connecticut

■ Don't do the crime
"Michigan: LP starts cyber-peti¬

tion against bad driver 'tax' " [Affili¬
ate News, August 2003]. Speeding and
running red lights are not "minor"
violations. They are behaviors that
jeopardize other people's life and
property.

Why would LP members oppose
additional penalties on habitual
criminals, such as drivers who accu¬
mulate 7+ points over two years? Be¬
cause they "care about people who
cannot afford to pay the outrageous
annual penalty"?

We're supposed to be in favor of
individual responsibility. Y'know, like,
"If you can't pay the fine, don't do
the crime."
— Terry Wintroub

Lawrenceville, New Jersey

■ Meta-confusion
Can anyone explain the meaning

of "meta-contextual," a word (?) that

I cannot find in any of several dic¬
tionaries?

I could scarcely make any sense
of the article "Using the Left's meta-
contextual language" [The Forum,
August 2003].
— BRADLEY BOBBS

Calabasas, California

■ Editor's note: "Meta" is from the
Greek, meaning "beyond" or "be¬
hind. "In this case, "meta-contextual"
refers to the unspoken assumptions,
beliefs, and worldview that underlie
the language used by the Left.

Who CARES IF

the death penalty
is a deterrent?

People on death
row have proven

that they can't live
in a sane society.

■ This barbaric act
Let me add some support to John

H. Gibson's advocacy for the party to
take a stand against the death pen¬
alty ["The death penalty: It's time for
us to oppose it," The Forum, August
2003].

Capital punishment is the ulti¬
mate abuse of power by the state. If
I capture an assailant in the act of
committing a capital crime and sum¬
marily execute him, I would be con¬

demned by society as a murderer. Kill¬
ing a defenseless person rendered
harmless by capture is murder
whether done by an individual or a
state. In effect, the state ends up
sanctioning by its own act the very
behavior it seeks to condemn.

Further, the state regularly uses
the threat of the death penalty to
obtain coerced confessions that are
as tainted as any obtained by torture.

I can think of no issue dearer to
the libertarian cause than stopping
this barbaric act of pure vengeance
by the state.
— George McGee

Wexford, Pennsylvania

■ Put to death
Regarding John H. Gibson's death

penalty article in the August LP News,
I'm so sick of hearing about whether
it's a deterrent or not.

Who cares! These people on death
row have proven that they can't live
in a sane society, and they should be
put to death a year later.

None of these appeals after ap¬

peals. I don't want my tax dollars
going to these scumbags for food,
shelter, health care, etc.

Just have them put to death by
having someone put their hands
around their throat and choke them
to death for all the misery they've
caused.
— VERNON NAYLOR

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

■ Ticket victimization
I would like to respond to Bill

Winter ["Six victimless crime laws
that should be repealed immediately,"
Libertarian Solutions, August 2003].

See MAILBOX Page 20
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Making amendments
It's the taxes, stupid.At least, that's the big-government problem most LP News

readers would tackle first, if they could write a new Constitu¬
tional amendment.

In response to this month's unscientific Pulse question — "What
Constitutional amendment could you write that would: 1) Promote
liberty, and 2) Have a good chance of passing?" — LP News readers
submitted about 70 separate suggestions.

In first place, with 15.7% of the total votes, were various
strategies to reduce (or eliminate) federal taxes. Cut off the fuel —
tax money — and government can't grow, these folks suggest.
Specific proposals ranged from repealing the 16th Amendment to
making federal taxes voluntary.

Coming in second place (with 10%) were various amendments to
impose a general curb on government power. These ranged from
strictly limiting the government to Constitutionally enumerated
powers, to this pithy gem: "Congress shall make no law."

Tied for third place (with 7.1%) were plans to limit the ability of
the government to spend money, and to toss politicians out of office
(or try them for treason) if they violated the Constitution.

In fourth place (with 5.7%) were proposals to force politicians to
learn the Constitution, or cite it in any legislation they propose.

And coming in fifth (with 4.3%) were three amendments: To
restrict the government's ability to meddle in commerce; to impose
term limits; and to reduce the national debt or curb deficit spending.

Here is a representative sample of the results of this impromptu
Libertarian Constitutional Convention:

■ No law which increases revenue will take effect until approved by
majority vote of the people in a general election. This includes, but
is not limited to, taxes, excises, tariffs, fees, and fines.

— L. R. MAHANNAH, Belmont, California

■ Any and all members of Congress that vote for a law that is later
struck down as unconstitutional shall be convicted of treason, im¬
mediately be removed from office and lose all government benefits.

— JONATHAN OESTERHELD, Rockford, Illinois

■ The purchase of votes being detrimental to good government, any
citizen who receives income from the federal government is banned
from voting in any federal election during the calendar year in
which they received this income.
— Bret Doerr, Traverse City, Michigan

■ My tongue-in-cheek answer is: A truth-in-slogan amendment. This
would require that all government slogans be demonstrably true. We
would start with our money: Instead of "In God We Trust," it would
be changed to: "We Want Your Stuff."
— Dan Kuttner, San Diego, California

■ Strict term limits for Congress. Four terms for the House and two
terms for the Senate would do wonders. It is doable; voters love it.

— E.W. ANDERSON, Naples, New York

■ We already have a Constitutional amendment that applies. It's
called the 10th Amendment. Unfortunately, the politicians won't
abide by it.

— HARRY THOMPSON, Tucson, Arizona

■ Congress shall make no law.
— CHAD ELWARTOWSKI, Augusta, Georgia

■ I would pass an amendment that would not allow the federal gov¬
ernment to borrow money unless two-thirds of the state govern¬
ments voted on accepting this debt.

— Michael Linder, Edgewood, Maryland

■ No Congressperson shall vote on a bill to become law until he or
she has read it in its entirety.

— CHARLES CARNES, Warsaw, Indiana

■ All federally licensed broadcasters including radio, TV, cable and
satellite, would be required to give equal free time to all federal
candidates within their broadcast areas.

— KENNETH A. Drake, St. Peters, Missouri

■ No riders of any kind may be attached to a bill at hand. This
would immediately stop politicians from sneaking in any foolish
"pet projects" under the radar.

— Jack Carroll, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
See THE PULSE Page 20
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Continued from Page 19
■ The Sixteenth Amendment to this Constitution is hereby repealed.
— DANIEL MCGOLDRICK, San Rafael, California

■ Congress may not exempt itself or its agents from compliance, in
whole or in part, with any federal law or regulation.
— Frank Clarke, Oldsmar, Florida

■ All Congressional pay raises will be voted on by the people. It will
need a two-thirds majority of the voters voting in that election. All
raises will become effective in the next Congress.
— NICK ROSATELLI, Toms River, New Jersey

■ The Congress and the president shall raise no revenue by means of
coercion. The Congress and the president shall have the duty of solic¬
iting the People for the revenue to carry out their delegated powers.
— William T. Kane, Vernon, New Jersey

■ Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of educa¬
tion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.
— Sam Parsons, Seymour, Indiana

■ Limit the number of federal employees to a (small) percentage of .

the population — say, 1%.
— Paul R. Kuhn, Bradford, Pennsylvania

■ Neither the federal government nor any state can pass any law
infringing on the right of the individual to live in whatever manner he
or she chooses as long as he or she does not forcibly interfere with the
equal right of others to live in whatever manner others choose.
— WILLIAM BERRY, New Bedford, Massachusetts

■ Editor's note: To read another two dozen amendments proposed
by LP News readers, see the expanded online edition of The Pulse at:
www.LP.org/lpnews/0309/pulse.html

Nov. Question: Infiltrate Rs & Ps?

Is it time for the Libertarian Party to heed the advice, "Ifyoucan't beat 'em, join 'em?" After 30+ years of political activity, the
Libertarian Party has yet to elect the mayor of a major city, a

governor, a U.S. Representative, or a president. Is it time to try
something radically different? The strategy (suggested by Jeff Fisher
of Vancouver, Washington) is this: Libertarians should stop running for
office as partisan Libertarians, and, instead, seek the nominations of
the Democratic or Republican parties. If the strategy worked — and if
these covert Libertarians got through the primaries and were elected
to office in sufficient numbers — could Libertarians begin to have a
real pro-liberty impact on the political process? More importantly,
could we infiltrate and redefine the two older parties, and transform
them into parties that advocated genuine liberty?

■ QUESTION: Would Libertarians be more successful if we in¬
filtrated the Republican and Democratic parties — and ran for
office as Rs and Ds? (Keep answers to 100 words or less.)

■ Deadline: October 8, 2003

Oct. Question: Support the Fairfax?

Ask Americans for Fair Taxation why they support the FairTax —a federal sales tax — and they rattle off the reasons: The IRS
and income tax would be abolished. You'd be able to keep every

penny from your paycheck. It's a "voluntary" tax: The more you pur¬
chase, the more you pay in taxes; the less you buy, the less you pay.

Under the FairTax proposal, the federal government would levy a
23% tax on all goods and services. This new national sales tax would
replace the income tax, Social Security FICA taxes, and Medicare taxes.

(The small print: Used goods and business purchases would not be
taxed. To ease the tax's burden on the poor, the federal government
would send a monthly rebate check to cover the 23% consumption tax
spent on necessities, up to the federal poverty level.)

While the FairTax wouldn't reduce taxes, supporters say it is a step
in a libertarian direction. So, our question (suggested by Jerry Dixon,
Santee, California): Should the LP support the FairTax?
■ QUESTION: Should the Libertarian Party support the FairTax

as a way to eliminate the IRS and income tax, and to make taxes
simpler and more fair? (Please keep answers to 100 words or less.)

■ DEADLINE: September 8, 2003

ENTRY GUIDELINES: Include your name and your city/state;
anonymous answers won't be tallied! Enter just once per month.
■ E-mail: Editor@hq.LP.org. (Put "Pulse" in subject line.)
■ Fax: (202) 333-0072 (Attn: The Pulse).
■ Mail: Bill Winter, Attn: LP News/The Pulse, 1640 Worcester
Road, #330-D, Framingham, MA 01702

Continued from Page 19
I couldn't agree more with him on

the repeal of five of the six laws (and
perhaps even on the sixth). But I
believe he is mistaken on two points.

First, he identifies the reason for

anti-scalping laws as being related to
tax revenues. I don't believe the laws
have anything to do with the state
"not getting its cut."

I, however, have experienced vic¬
timization at the hands of scalpers
who engage in wholesale purchases
of hundreds of tickets in order to sell
them at inflated prices.

I have missed many shows because
someone had bought out the house
at $25 a ticket and sold them at $100
or $200 per ticket. They knew that
people with more money than sense
are going to see certain concerts and
shows no matter what the price.

I, on the other hand, could not
afford them, but could have at $25.1
tried to buy them online within min¬
utes of their availability but was too
late. This is the target of those laws.

Point number two: The reason

seatbelt laws have become so popu¬
lar with governments is due to rev¬
enue. These laws began as safety is¬
sues, but it soon became apparent
that large sums of money could be
funneled into state, county, and city
coffers from the fines.

Sometimes enhanced enforcement
of traffic laws are aimed at making
the streets safer but, having been a
patrol officer, I can tell you that most
of the time the goal is gold for the
government. Many times a patrol ser¬
geant has admonished the troops to
"go out and write some tickets."
— BILL SHAW

Pineville, Louisiana

■ Freedom of choice
[The August Libertarian Solutions

column offered] more great examples
of political double standards and hy¬
pocrisy. These guys never give up.

Re: scalping tickets: It's illegal to
sell popular tickets in the open mar¬
ket place, for more than face value.

Yet when car dealers, and car buy¬
ers agree to a premium price over the
sticker price, it's called supply and
demand. Ya gotta love it.

Or when investors pay more than
market value for shares of stock, it's
called participating in the capitalis¬
tic system (or stupidity).

Either way, I call it freedom of
choice.
— HARRY THOMPSON

Tucson, Arizona

■ Seatbelt laws
Victimless crime laws: Good ar¬

ticle, in general. However, it could be
argued that strict seatbelt laws are
consistent with Libertarian Party
principles. They have the effect to
mitigate everybody's exposure to le¬
gal and civil consequences of driving
errors, not to mention all the pain
and suffering.

The theory is simple. If a driver
could assume all the risk of not us¬

ing the safety equipment, none of us
Libertarians would object to him do¬
ing so. However, by not wearing his

seat belts, he imputes additional risk
to all of us!

The simplest example is when one
of us is at fault completely and col¬
lides with him, an innocent, unbelted
driver. He may suffer more extensive
injuries than he otherwise would if
he was securely belted in. It is prob¬
lematic that an argument could be
made for contributory negligence on
the part of the innocent party for
failure to use belts, especially in the
case of serious or fatal injuries.

We are then in a position of fac¬
ing much stiffer legal and civil con¬
sequences, placing our own liberty
and pursuit of happiness in jeopardy.
— ALLAN I. PRESSER

Las Animas, Colorado

I HAVE EXPERIENCED

victimization at the

hands of scalpers
who engage in

wholesale purchases
of tickets to sell them
at inflated prices.

■ Grammatical evidence
I doubt that the quotation attrib¬

uted to Mark Twain in LP News of

August was really Twain's, based on
the grammar ["Twain or Tucker," The
MailBox].

He scarcely made a grammatical
error, but the quotation reads "No
man's life, liberty or property are safe
while the legislature is in session."

Twain would have written "is," not
"are." If the conjunction had been
"and" instead of "or," "are" would
have been correct.
— DAN ALTHOFF

Jacksonville, Florida

■ Dues debate
While the debate goes on about a

possible dues hike [LP News, August
2003] , there is one type of idea I do

j Make Your |I Voice Heard! !
LP News welcomes letters.
Send correspondence to:
E-mail: Editor@hq.LP.org.

| Fax: (202) 333-0072 |
(Attn: LP News).

■ Mail: Bill Winter, Attn: LP News, .

1640 Worcester Road, #330-D,
Framingham, MA 01702

I I

not see being discussed.
My Internet service provider

grants me a free month of service for
every new customer I bring them. It
has worked well for them, proving
itself a good business model.

I advocate that the LP grant mem¬
bership fee discounts for membership
referrals. Provide fields on member¬

ship forms to identify exactly which
existing member, if any, got a new
member to join, and give that exist¬
ing member a discount as a reward.
The more referrals, the greater the
discount.

Of course the numbers could be
fine-tuned, perhaps requiring a mini¬
mum amount of referrals before a dis¬
count applies, or perhaps imposing
referral caps, etc. There is much flex¬
ibility in this system.

This is also a win-win solution. It
gives members a chance to alleviate
any new financial burden. It grows
membership, offsetting to some de¬
gree the inevitable loss we will incur
from the dues hike. And it could pro¬
vide a revenue that the party did not
have to begin with by increasing
grassroots recruitment.

In addition, this idea could per¬
haps be expanded in creative ways.-
Though of course we want to be care¬
ful to protect against "time-sheet
fraud," it may be possible to devise
schemes to grant dues discounts for,
say, those who volunteer certain
minimum hours in LP sanctioned elec¬
tion or ballot campaigns that succeed
at the polls.

These sorts of ideas give a market
incentive for members to grow the
party and advance our issues at the
polls. And after all, that is what we
are all about: market solutions.
— David Mooter

Shaker Heights, Ohio

■ Examining Islam
With all due respect to Dean

Ahmad, he presents Islam as if it were
an ongoing source, in and of itself,
ofWestern values ["Just like the rest
of the world, what Iraq really needs
is liberty," The Forum, August 2003].

True, Islam does recognize private
property. But Islamic law treats prop¬
erty as belonging to an individual
only if he is in possession of and us¬

ing it. Thus, if an owner leaves his
property for an extended period of
time, he is considered to have aban¬
doned it, and the property becomes
available to the "Umma," or commu¬
nity of believers.

To be sure, Salah-a-Din (Saladin)
was an honorable man, setting an
example that even Richard the Lion-
Heart respected. We should acknowl¬
edge him for his role in the Magna
Carta. Whereas he adhered to the

principle that no man is above the
law, the subsequent history of Islam
shows how principles are not always
reflective of reality. Because of a lack
of separation of church and state, a
ruler could claim the title "Defender
of the Faith(ful)" and become the law.

When Islam turned in on itself,
in the wake of the Crusades, I can

only conclude that they forgot what
made Islamic civilization so great in
the first place, the interplay of
thought and learning, reformatted in
the new context of Islam.

See THE MAILBOX Page 21
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THE MAILBOX
OKAY, OKAY... I May have lied
ABOUT IRAQ’S NUCLEAR AMBITIONS.

I’LL TAKE FULL RESPONSIBILITY
IF Y’ALL WILL GET OFF MY BACK.

CAN WE NOW PLEASE
MOVE ON TO MORE

IMPORTANT MATTERS ?

LIKE THE FACT THAT IRAN
IS BUILDING A NUCLEAR ARSENAL /

Continued from Page 20
Once reformatted, Islamic think¬

ers closed the doors to the outside,
especially to new ideas. In 500 years,
so few books were translated into
Arabic that it is possible to count
them on one's fingers.

Islam has deep reservoirs that can
contribute to Western Civilization,
but we must understand them both
in the abstract and in practice.

To say that Islam already has
Western values begs the issue. It is
blatantly obvious that Islam does not
implement these values in Western
ways. May it be that the very under¬
standing of these values, when in
context, is different?
— David peters

Los Angeles, California

■ What purpose?
It's good to seek out the vast va¬

riety of opinion from Libertarians of
all stripes, but what purpose is served
by publishing Andrew Lohr's insults
against Libertarians who don't believe
in God? [The MailBox, August 2003]

After absurdly linking the unitary
God of Islam (and by extension Ju¬
daism) to one-party rule, Mr. Lohr
implies that I and other skeptics pat¬
tern our lives after Stalin and Kim

Jong II, whom he identifies as athe¬
ists. (It's possible they were, although
each tried to establish a theism with
themselves as cult object.) He might
as well have bashed Caucasians and

Asians — Stalin and Kim were cer¬

tainly these.
The Libertarian "Big Tent" is

served by reader discussion of politi¬
cal issues, but not by reader attacks
on fellow Libertarians who don't sit
in the same pew.
— STAN LYNESS

Auburndale, Massachusetts

■ Saddam vs. Jefferson
Libertarians, who in accordance

with the advice of Thomas Jefferson,
question with boldness even the ex¬
istence of God, should be commended
not vilified. All people regardless of
their religious belief should admire
the courage to follow the advice of
Thomas Jefferson.

Andrew Lohr attempts to vilify
clear-thinking libertarians, Barry

Rowe and Herb Gassman, by associ¬
ating them with Stalin.

Actually, it is more appropriate to
associate theists with Saddam Hus¬
sein and non-theists with Thomas
Jefferson. Hussein worships the same
God that Jesus Christ worshiped and
that Lohr worships. Christianity, Ju¬
daism, and Islam are all based on the
same God of the Old Testament.

Jefferson made clear statements
for human freedom and individual

liberty in his extensive writings. Jesus
Christ is not mentioned in any non-
forged ancient text outside of the
Bible and there is no evidence in the
Bible that he made any clear and
unambiguous statements for liberty
and freedom.

The Biblical chapter, I Timothy 2,
referred to by Lohr says of women, "I
do not permit women to teach...they
should keep quiet." It says nothing
of protecting liberty.
— ROBERT H. BIGGADIKE

West Covina, California

■ Editor's note: For the record, the
Libertarian Party advocates neither
atheism nor Christianity. Religion is
a personal, not political issue. The LP
Platform states: "We defend the rights
of individuals to engage in (or abstain
from) any religious activities that do
not violate the rights of others. In or¬
der to defend freedom, we advocate a
strict separation ofchurch and State."

■ Focus on youth
In May, I lost a suburban Dallas

school board race by only 19 votes.
Surprising, yes, because — as a 22-
year-old — I had become only the
second-youngest person to ever run
for a seat on the Midlothian Inde¬

pendent School District's school
board.

But despite the fact I'm only two
years removed from the MISD, as a

high school graduate, and the loss, I
did in fact raise more money than my
three opponents.

And though I didn't win, I still
count this latest campaign jaunt as
an important victory for the future.
The campaign showed that a young
person, if armed with knowledge of
the issues and name recognition, can
in fact play a major role in shaping

local government policy.
Which is why the Libertarian Party

needs to actively recruit more young
people — high school, college-aged
students, guys and girls — if the
party is to succeed.

One of the main reasons I ran to

begin with was to show my former
classmates that the younger people
that are our future need to step up
to the plate and start taking active
roles in leadership positions.

Granted, we don't have a celeb¬
rity candidate such as Ralph Nader
plowing the campuses, but by net¬
working, such as through the Inter¬
net a la Howard Dean, the LP can es¬

tablish a "minor league" and then in
turn, begin to groom our next round
of candidates.

The fact I am a reporter for a lo¬
cal newspaper also helped me, as far
as name recognition goes, but there
is still more work to be done if an LP

youth movement is to be successful.
If the LP is to survive then we

have got to concentrate on the high
school and college campuses. Because
if we don't, the future of our party is
in jeopardy.
— JOEY DAUBEN

Red Oak, Texas

■ Inalienable rights
The concept of inalienable rights

being "creator given" can be accepted
by Libertarians of all faiths, includ¬
ing the many Libertarian atheists
[The MailBox, July-August 2003].

We were all created. I believe I was
created through a process of evolu¬
tion. If you want to believe in a su¬
pernatural creation, that's fine by me.

The important concept is simple.
We are born with certain rights. These
rights are not bestowed by politicians,
constitutions, or religions, and nei¬
ther is morality.
— JIM BABB

Norristown, Pennsylvania

■ A regular mistake
I just read the letter "Back to Plat¬

form" [The MailBox, August 2003].
It repeats a regular mistake. It points
out what [previous U.S. foreign
policy] should have done better.
If you are on a trip and miss your

exit, what should you do? Should you
figure out the best way to get where
you are going, based on your actual
situation? Or should you just keep
saying, "I should've taken that exit
back there"?

someone who has a map, and you ask,
"How do I get back to Route 34?"

They reply: "If you took the exit
like you should have, you could take
a right at the lights. It would have
been easy if you did the right thing
in the first place."

How long do you keep listening
to them?
— William Berry

New Bedford, Massachusetts

■ Winnable war?
I've always thought the weakest

argument libertarians use against the
War on Drugs (or poverty, etc.) is that
it is "unwinnable."

True, but beside the point and
easily refutable. The easy reply is that
we can never end rape and murder
either, but that doesn't mean we don't
have to try. That leads to the real
objection to the Drug War — that
unlike murder it's a peaceful activity
without victims.

Now the appeasers are trying to
use the same sad "unwinnable" ploy
to argue against doing anything
about the terrorists who have de¬
clared war on us. See letters from
Jonathan Trager and Louis Roninger
in July issue.

These folks should note that ter¬
ror attacks resemble murder a lot
more than they do drug use.
— WALTER BALES

Anaheim, California

■ Membership theory
It occurred to me that perhaps one

of the reasons the Libertarian Party
has experienced a decline in mem¬

bership is due to provisions in the
USA/Patriot Act. There are many not
wanting their names appearing on
some governmental list identifying
potential troublemakers.

Has the government asked you for
any membership lists?

Oops... I forgot. According to the
USA/Patriot Act, you could not an¬
swer this question for fear of pros¬
ecution.
— Dan Ploger

Smithville, Tennessee

Assume you are driving with

THE LIBERTARIAN EVENT OF THE YEAR!

2004 Libertarian
National Convention
Memorial Day Weekend, May 27-31, 2004
In beautiful Atlanta, Georgia —
Marriott Marquis Hotel Atlanta
For information: *

MARQUIS

convention@hq.LP.org t HR,:,*.it.
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Finding a cure for the U.S.'s $6.7 trillion debt problem
Continued from Page 18
deficit spike in the 1980s, "the share
of U.S. national income devoted to

net new investment in plant and
equipment fell to the lowest average
level in the postwar period, and real
wages — and therefore the income
of the typical U.S. family — stag¬
nated."

3) It makes future generations
pay for today's spending.

When the government runs a defi¬
cit, it is "essentially taking money
from one generation and giving it to
another," said Creighton University
economics professor Ernie Goss in the
Salt Lake Tribune (July 20, 2003).

That's because the government
has to eventually pay off the money
it owes. For example, this year, the
Treasury paid off the last of the 30-
year bonds it borrowed to finance the
final year of the Vietnam War. So,
today's young taxpayers are paying
for the mistakes of Richard Nixon,
just as tomorrow's taxpayers will pay
for the mistakes of George W. Bush.

The immorality of deficit spend¬
ing prompted Thomas Jefferson to
write in 1791: "We should consider
ourselves unauthorized to saddle pos¬

terity with our debts, and morally
bound to pay them ourselves."

Given the damage caused by defi¬

cits, here's what we should do to start
restoring the government to fiscal
health:1)Cut government spending

The "cure" for a deficit is no dif¬
ferent than the cure for obesity,
which is: Eat less and exercise more.

Translated into fiscal policy, it's:
Spend less and exercise more self-re¬
straint.

Politicians don't agree. Republi¬
cans say the deficit is caused by a
dip in tax revenues and the cost of
fighting terrorism. Democrats say the
deficit is caused by President Bush's
modest tax cuts.

However, in their more honest
moments, even politicians admit the
real cause.

"These are spending-driven defi¬
cits," U.S. Rep. Jim Nussle (R-IA).
chairman of the House Budget Com¬
mittee, told Fox News on July 16,
2003.

The numbers reveal the truth, re¬
ported Bloomberg News columnist
Caroline Baum (July 22, 2003).

"The dirty little secret that nei¬
ther party wants to talk about is that
President George W. Bush is a big
spender," she wrote.

"Stripping out the increase in
national defense outlays, discretion¬
ary spending rose 12.3% in fiscal 2002

and will rise 12.6% in 2003."

Adding in his 2001 spending, Bush
has increased non-defense discretion¬

ary spending by 20.8% (adjusted for
inflation), noted Baum. That's more
than the full four-year term of Jimmy
Carter (up 13.8%) or the second term
of Bill Clinton (up 8.2%).
If politicians need suggestions

about what to cut, they could look
at the Cato Handbook for Congress,
which lists dozens of programs ripe
for the budget ax.

The government could move the
budget back into surplus territory,
notes Cato, by turning Social Secu¬
rity into a system of individual sav¬
ings accounts; by privatizing all gov¬
ernment-operated businesses, such as
Amtrak and the U.S. Postal Service;
and by selling excess federal land and
buildings.

2)Don't raise taxes.
As the Cato Institute's Veronique

de Rugy wrote (March 24, 2003), rais¬
ing taxes was tried as a method of
combatting deficits during the Great
Depression. It failed.

Faced with a growing deficit,
presidents Herbert Hoover and
Franklin Roosevelt boosted the top
income tax rate from 25% to 79%,
and corporate taxes from 12% to 25%.

The result: The deficit jumped
from $2.2 billion in 1932 to $2.9 bil¬
lion in 1940, wrote de Rugy.

"A key problem in trying to bal¬
ance the budget with tax increases is
that higher taxes fuel more [govern¬
ment] spending," she wrote. "[Also],
the hikes contract the tax base by
reducing economic growth and spur¬
ring greater tax avoidance."

For those reasons, de Rugy pi-
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quantly noted, "raising taxes to bal¬
ance a budget is like drinking a six-
pack to cure a hangover."3)Pass a strict balanced-budget
Constitutional amendment.

Congress can take a cue from the
LP Platform, which gives a prescrip¬
tion for such an amendment.

The LP Platform supports "the
drive for a Constitutional amendment

requiring the national government to
balance its budget." To be effective,
the Platform says, the amendment
would permit no overrides; forbid off-
budget items; prohibit tax increases;
and allow no exceptions for any "na¬
tional emergency."

Of course, the drawback of an
amendment is that politicians may
simply find ways to evade it.

Cheating is something politicians
are good at. Over the past decade, to
evade self-imposed spending caps,
Washington, DC politicians pioneered
a number of bookkeeping techniques
that would have landed them in jail
had they worked for a private com¬
pany.

For example, they slipped the cost
of the 2000 Census into an off-bud-

get "emergency spending" bill. (The
Census was hardly an emergency or a
surprise: It's been conducted once a
decade since 1790.)

So, yes, politicians will cheat. But
if a balanced budget amendment
makes it more difficult for them to

spend the nation into bankruptcy, it's
worth doing.

Conclusion
To some degree, the deficit is the

product of a politically schizophrenic
American public that is anti-tax but
pro-spending.

In other words, most Americans
don't want their federal taxes to go
up, but they do want to keep receiv¬
ing federal checks for Medicare,
Social Security, and college loans.

Politicians, eager to please, prom¬
ise more government benefits, while
vowing not to raise taxes. They
plunge the government into debt so
they can keep handing out goodies.

That almost irresistible tempta¬
tion to spend today — and let some¬
one else pay tomorrow — may be why
Thomas Jefferson once wrote that

public debt is "the greatest of dan¬
gers to be feared."

Of course, it's not the only danger
big government poses. That's why
Libertarians want a federal govern¬
ment that is much, much smaller than
it is today.

Merely balancing the budget won't
accomplish that; a budget balanced
at $2.2 trillion would be no victory.
However, a balanced budget would,
at the very least, herald a return to
fiscal honesty, would stop boosting
the cost of government with exorbi¬
tant interest payments, and would
stop shifting the cost of today's
spending onto tomorrow's taxpayers.

For all those reasons, a balanced
budget could be the beginning — but
not the end — of more fundamental
Libertarian efforts to genuinely re¬
duce the cost of government.
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■ September 26-29, 2003
Gun Rights Policy Conference, Airport Marriott, Houston,
Texas. Sponsored by the Second Amendment Foundation.
Speakers include Wayne LaPierre (NRA), Alan M. Gottlieb
(Second Amendment Foundation), Congressman Ron Paul
(R-TX), and David Kopel (editor, Journal on Firearms &
Public Policy). For information, visit: www.saf.org.

■ October 16,2003
Heartland Institute's 19th Anniversary Benefit Dinner, Hilton
Chicago Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. Speakers include Robert Poole (founder,
Reason Foundation), Rev. Floyd Flake (former Congressman), Brian
Wesbury (economic forecaster), Scott Hodge, (executive director, Tax
Foundation), and M. Stanton Evans (comic). For information, visit:
www.heartland.org. Or call: (312) 377-4000.

■ October 16-19, 2003
"Toward a Free and Virtuous Society" Student Conference,
Dawsonville, Georgia. Sponsored by the Acton Institute. An "introduc¬
tion to the principles of liberty" for students of religion, theology,
philosophy, and related fields. For information, call: (616) 454-3080. Or
visit: www.acton.org.

Tom Palmer (director, Cato University), Don Boudreaux (George Mason
University), and Dan Griswold (Center for Trade Policy Studies, Cato
Institute). For information, visit: www.cato-university.org.

■ October 25, 2003
Sixth Annual Colorado LP Awards Banquet and Work¬
shop Day, Ramada Inn, Colorado Springs. Speakers include
Sharon Harris (president, Advocates for Self-Government).
For information, call Nancy Graves: (719) 570-0747. Or
e-mail: ladynancy@pcisys.net. Or visit: http://lpep.org/
Special_Event/banquet.php.

■ November 1, 2003
New Hampshire LP Convention, Highlander Inn, Manchester. Speakers
include Craig Benson (governor, New Hampshire) and Richard Boddie
(president, The Motivators). For information, call: (800) 559-LPNH. Or
write: LPNH, P.0. Box 5293, Manchester, NH 03108.

■ November 6-9, 2003
Freedom Fest 2003: "Where Free Minds Meet," Bally's and Paris, Las
Vegas. Speakers TBA. For information, visit: www.freedomfest.com. Or
call: (800) USA-1776.

October 18-19, 2003

i
The Freedom Summit, Best Western Grace Inn at
Ahwatukee, Phoenix, Arizona. An "annual seminar
dedicated to promoting and advancing human freedom."
Speakers include Nathaniel Branden (author, The Six Pillars
of Self-Esteem), Ron Paul (Congressman, R-TX), Harry
Browne (1996 and 2000 LP presidential candidate), Boston

T. Party (author, You and the Police), Vin Suprynowicz (syndicated
columnist). For information, visit: www.freedomsummit.com.

■ October 23-26, 2003
Cato University Fall Weekend Seminar, Le Chateau Frontenac, Quebec
City, Quebec, Canada. Sponsored by the Cato Institute. Speakers include

■ February 6-8, 2004
Florida LP Convention, Holiday Inn-University Center, Gainesville.
Speakers TBA. For information, visit: www.geocities.com/gilsonde/
LPF2004Conv.html. Or call: (800) 478-0555.

■ March 12-14, 2004
California LP Convention, San Jose DoubleTree Hotel, San Jose. Speakers
TBA. For information, e-mail: mark@garlic.com. Or visit: www.ca.LP.org.

■ May 27-31, 2004
Libertarian Presidential Nominating Convention, Marriott Atlanta
Marquis Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia. Speakers TBA. Questions, comments,
suggestions, e-mail: convention@hq.LP.org.

Libertarian National Committee, Inc.
Watergate Office Building
2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037
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WORD

"When it comes to economics, [Libertarians] are right on target. Libertar¬
ian economic philosophy may be our last hope of escaping the tax burden
that is threatening the vitality of nations all around the world."
— Doug Patton, www.GOPUSA.com, June 16, 2003

"Libertarianism is gaining in popularity."
— Jonah Goldberg, National Review Online, June 16, 2003

"In the headlong rush toward ever bigger and more expensive federal
programs, we are getting further and further from the limited government
defined so clearly in the U.S. Constitution. Do you think any of the Found¬
ing Fathers would recognize America today as the republic they worked so
hard and sacrificed so much to give us? We have run roughshod over the
Constitution — putting in things that were never intended, and ignoring
basic principles of the once-revered document. It seems the only remain¬
ing political party that supports the constitutional ideal of limited govern¬
ment is the Libertarian Party."
— Charles Brooks, The Mississippi Press (Pascagoula), July 2, 2003


