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PROTECTTONISM EXPOSED PART IT
BY SHEIDON RTCHMAN

obody, in his or her roJ.e as a consumer,
believes i-mports are bad. (When U.S, .

Steel recently needed to buy steel, it
turned to .Iapanese companies. ) f ntui-

tively, most people realize that what counts
are products, not money, not even jobs. Theyare means. The end is a desired good or
service. Conventional economics holds thatexports are benefieial, imports detrimental.
This is J.ike saying that for the individualr
gnly. seLling is benefj_cial while buying is
detrimental_.

Obviously, something is amiss. Why would
anyone sell if he or she didn't intend to buy?
What confuses most thinking here is money. Inbarter, sellinq E. buying. If international
trade were conducted by barter, none of these
fallacies would arise. But international
trade would be severely limited, if not im-possible, were \{e confined to barter.

So letrs talk about money. Money brings
about indirect barter. As a common medium of
exchange, money facititates trade between in-
dividuals who otherwise couldn't trade with
each other. ff Jones has butter and wants
shoes, and Smith has shoes but doesn't want
butter, money enables them to trade because
Smith can then use it to get what he or she
wants, Despite this indirectness, buying andselling remain two aspects of the same act.
No one wants money f or its or,rTl sal<e. It is
accepted only because the silter believes heor she will later be ab]-e to trade it forproducts he or she wants. The fal-lacies melt
away witfr this understanding.

This brings us to the ',bal_ance of trade,,.
Many people anguish over the fact that uTapan_ese purchasers, for example, bought $B biltion
less of American products in lgBO than Ameri-
cans bought of theirs the year before. They
call this a "trade deficit,,, Why is this UiatAs former Rep. Charles Vanik of Ohio put it,
"We sent them $8 billion of our weal-th.,, Of
course, this is absurd.

The waiJ-ing about trade deficits is fu1J-of problems. First, Americans trade with
many peopJ-e. Why f ocus on one group arbi-
trarity? Secondr why focus on one arbitrary
12-month period? People trade continuously;
there is no reason to believe that freezing
the film at an arbitrary date gives us an ac-curate picture.

But there are deeper problems. How can a
trade deficit or. "negative trade balance" ever
occur? Aggregate trade statisties for .Tapanese
and Americans are ultimately reducible to
transactions between indi-vidua1s. When indi-
viduals voluntarily agree to trade, they aJ.J.
expect to benefit, or they would not trade.
But if all parties benefit, how can a rlegative
balance result? A11 must experience a "posi-
tive" balance. If its is true for individuals,
it must be true for the groups they make up.

Individuals can experience a "negiative"
halance only in the sense that during the same
period, they can spend more than they earn,
either by reducing their cash balances or bor-
rowing. But that obviously wiJ-l be made up
later by buying less so they can rehuild their
cash balances or repay the loan. Again, net
benefits accrue to each party or the transac-
tion would not occur.

The people rrho lose sleep over trace "im-
balances" with Japan need onJ-y ask themselvesr
What witt the Japanese do with eight billiop
Federal- Reserve Notes? Eventually, the notes
witt be traded for American products. Japan-
ese holders of the notes wit1 either send them
bacl< or se1l them to someone else who will
send them back in the form of a purchase pay-
ment. We can be assured that no one wanLs the
notes for their ovrl sake. (Do you?)

What worriesEe mercantilists is the
thought that the Japanese might never 1et the
doll-ars be traded f or American goods. How
ridiculous! What wiJ.t they do- burn thern,
drunp them in the sea or stuff their mattres-
ses? If sor al]' the better. Americans will
have gotten Japanese products for free. (Next
year we can send them one note vith lots of
Eeroes.) So while we may hope that foreign
selJ-ers rritt never redeem paper dollars for
goods -to the mercantilists' horror -we can
connt on their doing so.

However, even if they burn their dollars,
it would be vrong to say that the U.S. has a
trade imbalance or is'nt e>q>orting anything.
We'd be an e>q)orter of green pieces of paper
witfr presidents' pictures on them.

Incidenta1lyr if foreign sellers couLd re-
deem their dollars f or goJ-d, as in lygone
days, the analysis here is not changed mater-
ially. The mercantilist fear of an uncon-
trollabJ-e gold outf low is groundless. Each
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Ross overbeekrs letters on the LP member-
ship pledge (in the February-March ILLTNOIS
LIBERTARIAN) raise some provocative issues,
and his questionnaire provides a useful ex-
ploration of a seemingly simple and clear-
cut stand. The last time I recall any public
discussion of t.his issue within the LPf was
the L975 State Convention where a member re-
guested clarification of the meaning of the
pledge and the definition of the word "force".
The issue was dropped then because LPI meet-
ings were not considered an appropriate place
for such "philosophical" concerns. f hope the
article is a harbinger of a new spirit of in-
quiry within the LP.

Unfortunately, however, Overbeek feels
his questioning may class him "as an eceen-
tricr oE, even worse, irl irritantr" and that
it "has seriously disrupted Ihis] relationship
to the libertarian movement." This is a loss,
both for Overbeek and for the movement. It is
also unnecessary. The movement, unlike the
Party, requires no pJ-edge, for two reasons!

First, Overbee]< says people believe the
oath is designed to prevent a takeover of the
Party. In the movement there is no danger
of a takeover because there is no controlling
organization or person to be taken over.

Second, the libertarian movement has no one
dogma, ideoloqy or politics. Rather, it repre-
sents a diverse group consisting not only of
LP members and sympathizers, but of many other
libertarians, including those whose viewpoints
differ enough from the LP's definition of
"libertarianism" to make them unwelcome or un-
comfortable in the Party.

Overbeek's concerns would surely find a
home in t'he libertarian movement, and should
he (and his ten acquaintances vho won't join
the LP because of the pledge) wish to identi-
fy with it, he would be part of it.
[J nonnie Kaplan, Niles

EDITORT Daniel R. Hansen

THE ir,r,twors LTBERTARTAN, vol-ume 7, Number 5'
June, 1981. PubLished by the Libertarian
Party of ILlinois, Post 6ffice gox 313, Chica-
go ff, 60690 . Annual subscription. price r

$a.oOr free rrith membership in the Libertari-
an Party of Illinois. Advertising rates are
avaitable on request. Send all correspondence
tO THE ILLINOIS LIBERTARIAN At thE AbOVE Ad-
dress. Articles and Letters to the Editor
(typed, doubLe spaced) are welcome (see Guide
for Authors).

Although Dan Hansen's letter in the May is-
sue of the ILLINOIS LfBERTARfAN raises some
interesting and thought provoking points of in-
terest to libertarians, he does not respond to
any of the issues original-Iy raised in my 1et-
ter. A1so, many of Danrs remarks may be viewed
as personal attacks on me. Al-though Dan is
eertainly within his rights as an individual-
to level personal attacl<s on whomever he
chooses, I do not have to dignify such remarl<s
by responding to them. One must wonder, how-
ever, if the newsletter editor should use his
position for personal attacks on a co-Libertar-
ian.

Let me be the first to state that in a poli-
tical organization there is nothing wrong with
"internal power strategies and political machi-
nations", as Dan so crudely put it. Or to put
it more favorably for those of tender sensi-
bilities, there is nothing wrong with competi*
tion among members of an organization. Compe-
tition and, y€sr 1et me say it in writing,
controversy are necessary for the continued
health and growth of an organization, especial-
ly one as young as the Libertarian Party.
Too often, persons throw out red herrings such
as "political infighting" and "nonlibertarian
behavior" in an attempt to turn our eyes away
from the issues.

ClearJ-yr no one wants to fight just for
the sake of fiqhtitg; one should not fear
different points of view raised in a public
forum. Who wants activists 1n the Liber-
tarian Party who aren't willing to worJ< or
fight for their positions? Those who would
enter the political realm, in whatever
capacity, should not have such thin skins that
they. overreact to the first negative word.

[] .leannette M. Wal-der, Chicago

HANSEN REPI-,TES
1. ". ..he does not respond to any of the is-
sues raised in my letter." I did not intend
to. While recognizing the Proxy issue as an
important one, my purpose in writing a re-
sponse was that I was disturbed by the fact
that we had an individual serving on the LPI
State Central Committee who believes that
freedom of association means that a voluntary
private organization is obligated to put bad
internal policies into effect, or to avoid
Continued on Page ?

Letters
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ReadersofTIIEILLINoISLIBERTARIANareencou.r-
;;;;-t; =rn*i[ *"rr="tipts for publicltion in
the newsletter. Tf accEpted for publication'
articles become the property of the Libertarian
p"ity-"r Ill-inois. we reserve the right to
edit for grammarr length and style'
Almost any topic relewant to libertarianism is
fair gameJ .t*i" articles, intervielrs' book and
iiil ieviews, I"tt"t=, articles dealing with
current events and historical- issuesr Etltd regfu-
1ar columns are wel-comed. Articles should be
typed, double spacedr Errld should be mailed to
-iiive no later than the twentieth of the
month for the folLowing month'
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ast month r reported that H.B, LL62 in
Springfield was ready to be passed in the
I1.J-inois House of Representatives, requir-
ing the LPI to hand in its 25 40,OOO

signatures in Deeember, 1981r eight months
earlier than was prevj-ously mandated by state
el-ection 1aw. WeI1, theref s good nerrs and
badr the good news is that H.B. 1162 was not
voted on before the deadl_ine for passage (mid-
night of May z0th). With the RTA troubles and
the Housef s heavy workl-oad (who knorrs urhat
else they've done to us by nowt ), the bilL
never came up for a vote, This no doubt
caused its sponsors, Penny pu11en (R-parX
Ridge) ana Sam Vinson (R-Clinton) mueh dis-
tress and gnashing of teeth. As far as I'm
concerned, 1et them gnash. It r*itt get them
in practice for spring.

And that r s where the bad nerf,s comes in.
H.B. LL62 is already on the caLendar to be
considered in Spring, 1982. When the House
re-convenes, the bill rrilL be up for its
"second reading" which basicaliy means that
no further hearings or discussion are re-
guired and it can be brought up for a vote if
its sponsors so choose. ir this happens,
there are several- courses we may follo.nr which
I will- discuss in a future column (are you
listening, Penny?).

What you can do in preparation for tJris
issue (and others) is to learn the names and
addresses of your State Senator and three
State Representatives in Springfield. Ca11
your 1oca1 library, village ha1l1 county
courthouse, the State Board of Eleetions
( ( 312)793-6440 or (2L7')782-41411 , oEr ir
you have troubler call the LpI at (312)
248-2250, We'l1 he letting you )<now
when we need your help,

A WORD OF TTANKS I The Fourth Annual
Libertarian Picnic was scheduled for .Tune
27Lh at Bruce and Lorraine Green's in South
E1gin. I'd til<e to thant< the many people who
helped get out the picnic announcementsr
Stephen Boydstun, John Tsarpalas, Steve NeI-
son, Joe Mucrrellr Bonnie Kaplan, Nancy Bunting,
Sue Parpart, Dan Hansen, Mike Heppler drrd es-
pecially Kris Warmoth, one of the fastest col_-
laters I've ever seen. ft was a good time
folks - thanks!

Here are two important upcoming events you
should be aware ofl

First, Cato fnstitute is once again spon-
soring it.s Summer Seminars in poLitical Econ-
omy. The program offers twenty lectures by
prominent scholars in ethics, economics,
domestic affairs, U.S, historyr drrd f oreign
policy. Described as "J-iving in a libertarian
society f or a weekr " and as a ,,working vaca-
tionr " these seminars are one rray to expand
the breadth of your knowledge of free marl<et
economics, the course of American history
(botfr domestic and international) and the

Women & Militarism

foundations of individual human freedom.
The two seminars are held at Dartmouth
College in Hanover, New Hampshire JuLy
4-11r Elrrd at Stanford University in Stan-
ford, California August 8-15. For more
information call Robin Fightmaster at
( 41s ) 433-4316.

The second event is one you ha'ue been
hearing aboutr the 1981 Annual Convention

of the National Libertarian Party, Set for
August 25-30 at the Denver Hilton in CoLorado,
we will b'e celebrating the Libertarian Party's
tenth birthday while revierring our Platform,
Constitution and By-Lav's.

f am reminded of my first National LP
Convention. It was September, L976, a mere
six months after discovering and joining the
LiQertarian Party. I can remember rral.lcing
around the Statler Hilton in Washington, D.C.
in totaL amazement that there could be so many
libertariansl It was there that I first met-
face to face - some of those traiLblazing
libertarians I'd heard so mrlch aboutr Murray
Rothbard, Nathaniel Branden, Roy Childs, Ed
Crane, Tom Pal-rner, Peter Breggin, Tibor
Machan, Sharon Presley ... and the 1ist goes
on. After that, I knerr I was hooked.

I had to miss the L977 and r7B National
Conventions, but then came September, 1979.
What a lreekt Hundreds of libertarians ap-
pearing on the streets of downtorrn Los An-
geJ-es; worl<ing on the Convention fLoor
now as a deJ-egate from Illinois - to amend
and improve the platform; the thrilJ. of
seeing television cameras recording the
balloting for our presidential eandidate;
the giant disco party on the roof. Don
Parrish, longtime libertarian extraordin-
aire, is rightr National Conventions are
radicalizing events." That L979 Convention
rernred me up for the 1980 campaign, and in the
ensuing eighteen months I was active as never
before.

So here we are with the L981 National Con-
vention ready to go. The twenty-six deJ-egates
from Illinois have been eleeted and are making
preparations right now. We'11- be hearing and
meet'ing Ed Clarl<, David Koch, Roger l'lacBride'
David Bergiland, John Hospers, Tonie Nathan,
Dick Randolph, Murray Rothbard, Michael- Emer-
1ing, Karl Hess, ,Joe Sugarman, David Friedman,
Ken Fanning, Roy Childs, Bill- Evers, Jenny
Roback, Joan Kennedy Tay1or... once again the
list goes on. And this is nothing compar:ed to
what happens when they alJ- get in a single
room together!

If you want more information on the Conven-
tion and a possible group airfare discount,
cal-l the LPI at (312)?48-2250.

Won't you join us?

I

Get in touch with Bonnie Kaplan if you're
interested in attending or helping to organize
the Midrrestern Conference on Women and Mili-
tarism this September 11, L2, and 13. Write
to Bonnie at 6925 Rosemary Lane in Niles,
60648r or call her at (312)647-8684 or
842-5911. 0
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From Page 1
transaction with gold meets the same stan-
dards as other transactionsl each party ex-
pects to benefitr The gold outflow stops
when the hoLders of go1d deeide they prefer
large cash balances to smaller ones.

Finally on this point, let's imagrine the
worst case of a]-l from the mercantilist view,
nameJ-y a situation where the U.S. imports
everl"thing and exports nothing. Suppose
Japanese producers send us al-l- the goods we
want at no charge. The ultimate dumpingl
On3.y a practicing ascetic could objecL. Not
only would 'sre have all the goods the Japanese
send us r but aJ.J. our productive resources wouJ-d
be availab1-e to produce other things we want.
Fear of this situation rests on the fallacy
that there is onJ-y a limited amount of wealth
possible and onJ-y a timited amount of uork.
Were that true, it would f ol-1ow that goods
produced abroad ta]<e away work from peopJ-e
here. But human wants are limitless. There
are arrays of items we'd all J.ike but can't
afford. Labor and capital are perpetually
scarce relative to people's desires.

This is the answer to those who ask what
rri11 happen to steel- and auto-makers ir im-
ports increase. Should those industries be-
come obsolete, valuable 1abor, capital, land
and entrepreneurship wilt be available for
things we can't afford now. Of course' some
people witt have to adjust to new conditions.
But t.hey knew of that risk when they entered
their Lines of work. There is no right to a
frozen station in the economy regardless of
consumer valuation and desires.

I"loreover, the intricate networl< of worl-d-
wide exchange that results from free trade is
a great force for peace; war is less likeJ-y
with so much to 1ose. That is the anstrer to
those who fear for national security under
free trade.

State action to protect so-cal-led mature
industries has several harmfuL effectsl First,
by design it increases costs to anyone huying
the products involved. Ironically, one of the
things that raises American auLomakers' costs
is piotection for the steel- industry. Second,
prolectionism harms the workers in the protec-
Led industry because their employers are shel-
tered from Lhe need to find better production
methods. They are al-so harmed because consumer
prices are xept artificial-Iy high and new job
bpportunities- are prevented from emerging on
the market. American exporters are hurt
because foreigners can't afford to buy their
products if they can't se11. Besides this,
ioreign nations may retaliate (in more ways
than one! ).

A new, more sophisticated argTument for pro-
tectionism has 1ately been making the rounds.
Stumped by the arguments just outlined, the
neomercantilist answers, "Sure, I'm for free
trader Ers long as it's fair trade and the con-
ditions are the same for everyone." Since
conditions are never identical, they have
an easy time finding excuses for import
quotasr "orderly mar)<etingi" agreements, trig-
ger-price mechanisms, eountervailing duties,
etc.

Dumping is the most egregious offense for
the neomercantitists. But precisely what dum-

ping is they haven't said. We may deduce that
dumping occurs when a foreign seller charges
prices below costs of production, fair-market
value or home-marlcet prices. Let's assume for
the moment that these criteria are. meaningful:
the neomercanti].ists have never showed that
dumping is inconsistent with fair competition.
Competition is not a grame in r'rhieh the players
agree to abide by arbitrary rules. It is a
process in which the producers are J-eft free
to satisfy eonsumers in non-coercive; rlorl-
fraudulent ways. Nothing about it excludes
dumping from fairness. The charge of dumping
simply masks the envy of sellers who ean't
price as 1ow as their rivals.

The onLy criterion of a fair price is the
consent of buyers and sellers. The inability
of competitors to meet a given price signifies
nothing in the realm of eLhics. The criteria
of dumping not only have nothing to do with
fairness, they are invalid as pricing stan-
dards of any kindr al.l costs, including eosts
of production, are opportunities foregone; they
are subjective, ephemeral, unquantifiabl-e and
inscrutable to others. Fair-market walue is
meaningless apart from the real marl<et activi-
ties of reaL people. Home-market prices may be
the result of conditions different from t.hose
of export marketsr and so cannot be used to
judge the fairness of prices.

The upshot is Lhat whatever prices emerge
on the free market are fair. Dumping is a
red herring.

The neomercantilists may concede all ttris,
but then charge that the marl<et isn't free.
"Japanr" they say, subsidizes its industries;
under-pricing by its firms is not the result of
superior productivity. That's unfair competi-
tion.

At first glance, there seems to be some
merit to this. The governments of Japan and
other nations do force their eitizens, direct-
1y and indirectly, to aid certain industries.
The issue, however, isn't so simple. Regula-
tions accompany subsidies, and they may do more
harm than subsidies do "good". Moreover' some
al-l-eged subsidies - tax credits, faster depre-
ciation, etc. -are not such because they
merely a11ovr producers to keep their own prop-
erty.

But even if there were genuine subsidies,
the case for protection is'nt helped' Ob-
viously, the neomercantilists are not concerned
about ioreign citizens being forced to subsi-
dize business' ff they were, they wouldn't ad-
vocate the same treatment for Americans. More
i.mportantly, even large subsidies donrt maJ<e

competition unfair. To be sure, foreign citi-
zeni are victims, but no one is being r.rnfair
to American firms.

The subsidy issue is another red herring.
Free market advoeates, of course, hope that
foreign citizens throw off the yoke of pro-
tectionism and subsidy in their owrr countries.
But the Lr,S. government has neither the re-
sponsibit ity, the ability nor the right to do
.rytfrittg about it. To try would be hlpocrisy
for it would harm American citizens and grant
special privil-eges to American industries '

one iinar issuer Many people who claim to
be free traders quality ttreir position by de-
manding that we not drop our trade barriers

Cont'd. on Page B
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Ioea1 clu.b nevrs
BY GERRY WAISH

LAKE COI-INTY

La]<e County Libertarians had a turnout of
about thirty six for their May 1 7 brunch at
the Cabriolet Restaurant. About one tfrird of
these were non-libertarians. Jim Tobin of
National Taxpayers United of tttinois spoke
about tax issues of interest to Lal<e County
residents. Tony Leisner spol<e on Joe Sugar-
man's battle with the FTC (Uotel Sugarman, a
resident of Northbrook, is a featured speaker
at the National LP Convention in Denver this
August) .

Donrt forget the JuJ-y 5th SCC Meeting in
Lal<e County (site yet to be determined),
followed by the Independence Day parade in
which Lake Co. Libs vritt march and a barbe-
gue at Tom Burckhalter's.

DUPAGE COUNTY

DuPage had a showing of The fncredible
Bread Machine fitm on May l1th; about twenty
five people attended.

DuPagers are seeking staffers for their
booth at the DuPage County Fair the last
wee]<end in Ju1y. CalI Pat Peterson at (3L2)
830-8468 if you can he1p.

DPee meetings are held the first and
second Monday of the month at the College of
DnPage at Lambert and 22nd in GJ-en 8111m,
and the fourth Wednesday of the month at Don
Parrish's, 5207 Florence in Downers Grove.
Contact Pat P. for further information.

KANE COUNTY

Keep June 27th open for the Annual
Bruce Green Libertarian Picnic at Bruce &
Lorraine Green's home' seven miles south
of the North'west Tollway on Rt. 31 in
South E1gin. The picnic begins at 1 p.m.,
witfr dinner at 4. Contact the LPI at (312)
248-2250 for more information.

COOK COUhITY NORTHWEST

Members of the Northwest Side Cl-ub are
finding out when parades occur in their areas
and are i-nvestigating the possibility of en-
tering them. The May L7 meeting included
information about House Bill 1162 (ballot
status petition fil-ing date for third par-
ties) and HirR CA3 (tfre balanced budget
amendment) .

The June 14 NWSC meeting wilt be hel-d
at Rich and Mary Price's, 5812 W. Giddings in
Chicago. No meeting is scheduled for JuJ-y
so that NWSC members may attend the JuJ-y 5

events in Lake CountY.

COOK COUNTY NORTH

The .fune 14 meeting of the Northside
Libertarian C].ub was held at Jim and Tina
Johnstonrs home in Wilmette. Northsiders
viewed a fi1m from Milton Friedman's FREE TO
CHOOSE series.

PEORIA AREA

The Illinois Val1ey and Prairie Lands
libertarian elubs jointly sponsored a picnic a
at Lal<e Dawson on June 13th. Business meetings
are he1.d the first Wednesday of each month at
104 Holland in Washington, f1linois. CaI1
(3Og)444-33L5 for directions. Study group
meetings are on the third Wednesday at the
Universalist,/Unitarian Church in Peoria.

QUAD CITIES
The Rock Island Cor:nty Libertarians have

their business meetings the third Wednesday
of each month. They have just added a study
group on the fourth Wednesday to discuss
philosophical issues. Meetings are held at
the Davis Chiropractic BuiJ-ding , 2325 16th
St., Moline, IJ-linois. Cal1 Llmn Davis at
(SOg)762-8737 for details.

CORRECTION
We've been informed that the correct

subscription pr iees for The Libertarian
Review and update are $15;00 and $t;00 per
ieir, respectively, not $12.00 and $6.00. as
reported in Bonnie Kaplan's review last
month. I

IPI Calend.ar
See TI{E DIRECTORY on page I for a listing
of people to contact for information on
the activities listed below.

JUNE
27 Annual Bruce Green Lr-bertarian Picnic,

Rt. 31, 7 miles south of the Northwest
to1lway in South Elgin. Picnie begins at
1100, dinner at 4rOO. Tickets $10 $25
depending on number of peopl.e in your
party. Contact Bruce & Lorraine at (312)
888-3079 or the LPI for more information.
Rain date Sundayr June 28.

JUIY
1 Roclcford Area Meeting

Ill.inois Va11ey Business Meeting,
Washington

2 South Suburban Cook County I'leeting
4 rllinois Valley,/Prairie Lands Parade,

Meeting location to be determined;
Contact Scott Tillman

5 LPI State Central Committee Meetirg,
Independence Day Parade and Barbeque,
Hosted by Libertarians of Lake County

6 DuPage County Study Group, ColJ-ege of
DuPage, Glen E11lm

LZ Lake County Study Group, Waukegan

14 North $ide Cook Cor:nty Meeting, Home of
EarI & val Kitorrer (tentative).

JUIIE 1981
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SPEAKERS
BUREAII

FOIA & PA INT'O

The Illinois Libertarian Speakers Bureau
needs your help in lining up speaking engage-
ments, . Are you a member of a fraternal organi-
zation, business associationr or other social
service group? ff you would like to help the
Speakers Bureau in dtris rray please contait Bob
Costel].o at (312)864-4382. The Speakers Bur-
eau also needs locaL coordinators and vo].un-
teers to heJ.p rrith phone cal1s and mailings;
if interested, please call Bob.
0

The Libertarian Party has come a long way
since its beginnings ten years ago. And this
summer, we're meeting in Colorado -birthplace of the party - for a grand
celebration and a flying start into our second
decade.

Highlights of this historic garhering will
include panels, workshops, a reception in
honor of our three past presidential candidates,
a trip to an old gold mining town, a great
debate on the future of the parg, and a gala
lOth Birthday Banquet that will be talked
about for years to come.

For veterans and newcomers
alike, LP/10 will be an exhilarating

and memorable experience. Plan
now to be there.

Details to follow.

Interested in l-earning horr to obtain in-
formation from various government agencies?
Want to f ind out what the rrFedsrr may have on
you? The Freedom of Information Act (f'Ofe)
was designed to help you (subject, of eourse,
to nine exemtions designed to keep the agen-
cies happy). Unfortunatelyr Illinois does
not have its own FOIA or PA (privacy Act) r'
nor does the City of Chicago. So state and
local secrets are sti1l such. The American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) published sever-
a1 good books on how to proceed with an FOfA
or PA requestl

the FOIAr A St St Gu
available for 1 q manual- for the
non-lawyer. Contains sample letters and
lots of addresses of agencies to rrite.

L 81 Edi ti ation Under the
F C
r yacy Acti 6th on for at-

torneys, governmentr-$T0.00 for C3 and C,4
groups' 1aw students and faculty. An ex-
cel].ent technical manual and basic reference
worJ< on the full range of FOIAr/PA issues.

Both books can be obtained from the Center
for National Security Studies, 122 Maryland
Ave. , Washington DC 2OOO2.
I Jeannette Wa1der

WI shes anfnrays.
By the yayr NL remains always ritting to

trade with the "enemyr,' in classical laisser
( sic) {aire'fashionr so should Ir, wisET:ffi
be glad to trade subscriptions. We also
publish partyarchs, regardless of my disap-
pro'val or that of my co-editorsr ind I'm glad
to see that at least one party journal that
follons a similar open poliey torrard us agor-
ists.
[J Samuel Edward Konkin f If , Editor

Nev Libertarian

THE EDITOR REPLIEST
With the exception of the addition of

subscription information for eertain of the
publications reviewed which was added at her
request, Bonnie Haplanrs articLe ras printed
in our May issue with no editorial changes.
lJe apologize for the tlpographical error in-trolving the spelJ-ing of Mr. Konkin,s name.
0 pnn

Libertarian Convention Crmmittee
104 I Cherokee Sreet, fhnver C0 80204

Phone (l0l) 5'11-5179

IETTERS, tr'rom P. ?
of the movenent in circulationr dI'Id COntunue
to have prominent libertarians (you missed
Murray ntthUara and James Martin and regular
corumiist Robert LeFevre) is as high or high-
er ratio as Reaso! and LR, not to mention the
Fqeeman. 1 r@rJ is, of course , non-Movement
anffiTs soffi rre have been around since
1970, longer than any save Reason's earliest
incarnation as 

-*.r 
"Ui."tiviffizine 

of' Lanny
Friedl-ander.

Frankly, I don't knorr whether it's your
partyarctr uias or that Illinois is that out of
Looci, nitfr the Movement (which is overwhelming-
iy anti-Party stil-lr about 2 million to 20rOO0
iitio), but in the wita chance that you simpl'y
don't }<nov the facts, here they are' Best

Infom

The lllinots Llbertorion

I
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IETTERS, cont'd.

good ones (i.e., that it would be "unlibertar-
ian" (WatAerts use of"that "red herring", not
mine) of us to limit the use of proxy votes,
that rrc are restricting people's "freedom of
association" if we do). The freedom of
association I believe in states that if you
belong to a voluntary groupr you mays (a) go
along with it's ru1es, (b) persuade other mem-
bers to change them, or (c) remove yourself
from the group; do the Libertarian Party mem-
bers on Cool< Countyrs Northvest side want
someone representing them rrho doesn't under-
stand such a basic libertarian principle?
2. "...the newsletter editor [used] fris po$i-
tion for personal attacks on a co-l-ibertarian."
For some strange reason my J-etter ran as a let-
ter to the editor from an individual member of
the LPI; I wonder why?

3. "...in a political organization there is
nothing wrong with 'internal power strategies
and political machinations' [competition among
members of an orqanizatiorr]." May I rephrase
this?s "The ends justify the meansi whiLe
X is out making preparations 'for a convention
and administering the daily affairs of'the LPI,
letrs spend our time gathering proxy votes. He
doesn't have time to do both." Don|t anyone
confuse that attitude with one desiring heaL-
thy, constructive discussion of Party issues
(see my "Letter from the Editor" in the Novem-
ber - December, 1980 issue of the ILLfNOIS
LIBERTARIAN).
4, "Those who vould enter the political realm,
in whatever capacity, should not have sueh thin
skins that they overreact to the first neEative
word," So true, especially of SCC Representt-
t.ives, If Walder betieves 't.his, lrhy won't she
explain how she managed to geL her definition
of freedom of association reversed? Or per-
haps she doesn't feeJ. she should be accountable
to her LP constituents. I

Those of us in the Campus Libertarians
group at Northwestern University wish to
express our immense gratitude for [tfre LPI's]
loan to us of $1OO which was used as advance
money for our fundraising showings.of the

Our two
ta most 3OO pa-

trons and generated over 125 clear profit
as well as some name recognition - for our
campus group. We now have a treasury suf-
ficient for our activities during the coming
academic year.

We are glad that we could satisfy the LPfrs
LPI's confidence in us, both in turning a
profit and in making a prompt repayment of the
loan. Hopefully, rre will be abJ-e to continue
this pattern of co-operation and mutual as-
sistance in the future - and rre also hope
that similar assistance can be extended in
the future, both in time and money, for ju-
diciously pJ-anned activities of other Illinois
campus groups. Thank you for your confidence
in us!

I Stephen Reed, Treasurer
Northwestern university Campus Libertarians,
Evanston

Ms. Kaplan too]< ti= ttouble to send me a
copy of your "reviews" of libertarian periodi-
ca1s, r'rhich she originally wrote. I gather
from the high leve1 of inaceuracy that it must
have been heavily edited. Even the KGB rrsuld
not stoop to that level of disinfor.sration for
fear of loosing (sic) a].l credibility. Even
my name -which Ms. Kaplan is very familiar
with - is rnisspelJ.ed. Considering that Kap-
Ian is the best-Icnown libertarian in Illinois
outside of Friedrich Hayek and iloe Cobbr four
cavalier treatment of her writing does you no
credit.

Your attempt to cast New tibertarian into
'tother" Darkness fal1s on the -sharp rocks of
ReaIity. We remain the fourth-largest magarnine

Cont'd on Page 6

movie of A1m Rand's
showings on April 1
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tr'rom Page 4

unti1. our trading partners do. This also has
some surface plausibility, but it withiers upon
examination. If free trade is goodr orIE-
sided free traderwhile not as goodr must be
better than fully controlled trade. Goods are
what countl This is true even if foreign gov-
ernments insist on staunching the flow of goods
to their citizens. Rather than making Americans
chumps, unilateral free trade would be a shrewd
move that would enhance our well-being' In
short order, other nations witt realize what
rtrerve done and rush to do the same. Demands

succeeds in shrouding the real motives for its
imposition. All of these measures have but one
purpose, the granting of special priwileges
t.o certain interest groups at the e><pense of
everyone else. We are all ultimately impover-
ished by these coercive poI-itical acts. But
more importantly, protecLionism breeds inter-
national hostility. So it is not onJ-y in de-
fense of our prosperity that we oppose protec-
tionism. It is in defense of our peace and
liberty as well.
Isfretaon Richman, a long-time libertarian ac-
tivist, is the Research Director of the Council
for a Competitive Economy. He is chair of the
1981 Libertarian Party Platform Committee that
witt meet in Denver at the National Convention
in August.

for reciprocity are altin to two persons stran-
gling themselves and each declaring that he or
she won't stop until the other one does.

None of the arguments for protectionism
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