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to real freedom is quality education through equal
choice.

The American government (Federal, State
and local) spends an average of $6,857 per student
in grades K-12, more than any other developed
country. Nevertheless, 9- and 13-year-old stu¬
dents in the U.S. rank dead last in math and sci¬

ence in the most recent International Assessment
of Education Progress among the seven largest
countries that administered the test. Upwards
of 90% of school age children are enrolled in
and dependent on these government schools.

But the schools have succeeded only in fostering a

growing population of ill-prepared citizens, erroneously
believing that government is

the solution to all of their problems
even as it fails them miserably.

Quality education requires school
choice, something few parents in
orgia are allowed to enjoy. As econo¬

mist Milton Friedman put it, “The virtue
of choice is that it gives parents the power
- it enables the parents to determine what
happens. And therefore good schooling
systems will thrive, bad schooling sys¬
tems will fail.”

continued on page 2 under “Education ”
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Education

%

Opponents of school choice argue
that choice will leave minorities and the

poor behind. The facts show quite the
contrary.
★ Among home-schooled children

across the U.S., average reading
scores showed equal performance
for both white and minority stu¬
dents (87th percentile), while gov¬
ernment-schooled children per¬
formed worse overall, and still with
a relative DISADVANTAGE for
minorities (white: 61st percentile;
minority: 49th percentile)-.

★ In 2000-2001, the school voucher
program in Cleveland, recently
declared constitutional by the U.S.
Supreme Court, has provided
scholarships to 4,457 children of
low-income families.

★ Over 80% of Arizona's 19,000
scholarships, privately funded
through $32 million in tax credits,
were awarded based on financial
need.

Indeed, choice brings both quality
and equality to education. So what are
Georgia legislators waiting for?

Consider these options that have
already been tested and proven in other
states.

Tax Credits

In 1997, Arizona began offering a
$500 tax credit for contributions to

organizations that in turn were required
to spend at least 90% of their income on
scholarships, with no earmarking
allowed
between the
contributor and
the scholarship
recipient.
According to a
Cato Policy
Analysis
study from
1998 to 2000
the Arizona

program
enabled more

than $32 million in tax credits, funding
nearly 19,000 scholarships, over 80% of
which were awarded based on financial
need. It is estimated that by 2015 this
program will grow to $58 million annu¬
ally, funding from 35,000 to 61,000
scholarships.

Similar tuition or scholarship tax
credits are offered in Florida, Illinois,
Iowa, Minnesota, and Pennsylvania.

Vouchers

School voucher programs have

been under legal attack, but have been
winning. The U.S. Supreme Court
upheld the Cleveland Scholarship and
Tutoring Program (CSTP) as constitu¬
tional. Meanwhile the Florida First
District Court of Appeals upheld the A+
Opportunity Scholarship Program
(A+OSP) as in keeping with the state
constitution. These voucher programs
make it possible for low-income parents
to take their children out of failing
inner-city schools and place them in
successful schools of their choice. In

Cleveland, vouchers are worth up to
$2,250 while tuition is capped at
$2,500. In Florida, vouchers are worth
up to $3,500.

Maine, Vermont, and Wisconsin
also have active voucher programs.

Home School

While governments spend on aver¬

age $6,857 per student, the median
home school budget is only $450 per
student. Meanwhile, home-schooled
students consistently score better than
government-schooled students. This
result is in spite of widely varying regu¬
lations enacted by legislatures fearful of
parental irresponsibility in home
schooling. Whether the regulation level
was high or low, and whether a parent
was certified or not, home-schooled stu¬
dent scores were both better than those
of government schooled students and
indistinguishable from each other^.

Georgia allows home schooling.
However, regulations are tighter than
need be. They prevent or actively dis¬
courage creative advances in education

such as educa¬
tional coopera¬
tives and the

sharing of edu¬
cational skills
between parents
from different
families. They
also place a
great deal of
power into the
hands of un¬

elected bureau¬
crats to disrupt the educational desires
of the parents and their students.

^From the Milton & Rose D. Friedman

Foundation,
www.friedmanfoundation.org
-US Department of Education study
released summer 2001, source
www.uhea.org/stats.html
^The Cato Institute,
www.cato.org/pubs/pas/pa-414es.html
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CAUCUS ANNOUNCEMENT

For each U.S. Congressional district in Georgia, a caucus of members of the
Libertarian Party is hereby announced. All members wishing to be delegates
must attend. Latecomers wishing to be delegates may be accommodated by
the caucus throughout the convention. The caucus will begin at 10:00 a.m.
on Saturday, May 3, 2003, and will be held at the Andretti Speed Lab, 11000
Alpharetta Highway, Roswell, GA 30076, 770-992-5688 (the location of the
convention). The purpose of the caucus is to elect delegates to the state con¬
vention as well as elect district representatives to the Executive Committee.

Why I Left the Republican Party
and Joined the LP

By Gary Nolan

When I quit the Republican Party
four years ago and joined the
Libertarian Party, many of my

Republican friends couldn’t believe it.
After all, I’d been a Republican since
my first vote.

I dreamt of the day when the
Republicans would win control of the
House and Senate. I thought spending
and taxes would fall faster than sweat

from a fat man’s brow on a hot day in
Juarez. I thought freedom from govern¬
ment regulation would reign across the
land. I thought political expedience in
the legislature would come to a screech¬
ing halt. It
seemed to me

that we were but

one election

cycle away from
a return to the
values of our

Founding
Fathers.

Then, in 1994
I got my wish:
The Republican
Party won

majorities in the
Senate and
House. “Look out America,” I thought.
“Here comes freedom.” Boy, was I
wrong.
I’m not sure when I realized I’d been

hoodwinked. Maybe it was the passage
of one of those expensive Bud Schuster
highway bills, or the failure to get rid of
the National Endowment for the Arts. It
could have been the failure to cut cor¬

porate welfare, or the constant caving
by the Republican leadership. It might
have been seeing all those Republicans
fighting for more gun control, tobacco
legislation and “campaign finance de¬
form.” Whatever it was, I was through.

I told my friends I was changing par¬
ties. I joined the Libertarians, the party
with principle. Some ofmy friends have
come to agree with me, and others think
I need a check-up from the neck up.

(They’re both right, but that’s another
story.) I still prefer most Republicans to
most Democrats. But as a party, you’d
be safer trusting a rabbit to deliver a car¬
rot than the Republican Party to stand
by the Constitution.

It’s not too difficult to understand
where the Republicans went wrong.

They were taught by the Democrats that
getting elected is a simple matter of
buying the vote. What better incentive
to gain votes than promising free health¬
care, job training, education and
cheese?
But then I began to wonder: How did

Americans come to believe that their

government could afford to be a benev¬
olent organization? And why aren’t
Americans angry with the flood of gov¬
ernment regulations into their lives? I
get angry about regulations every time I
flush my government-regulated toilet!
There is nothing that the government
doesn’t tax or regulate! Why don’t
Americans know more about the

Constitution, and how it prohibits all
this? (Hmm... could be the fault of the

government-regulated schools.)
Of course, one-hundred percent of

government benevolence is financed
with our money, and government has
come up with myriad ways to coerce,
drain, and dry up what we earn:

Every time you accrue interest, you
have to hire a CPA to figure out how to
fill out your 1040 to explain to the gov¬
ernment where it came from, what you
did with it, and how many shingles it
takes to roof the bam. As a bonus; you
get to pay more in taxes. It’s like pun¬
ishing your dog for obeying you. Go
ahead and whack your dog when you

tell him to sit.
You’ll see just
how well that

technique works!
And the experts
wonder why
Americans don’t
save their money.
Candidate for

the most offen¬
sive tax? The

wage tax. The
harder you work,
the more the gov¬
ernment takes.

Now that’s what I call incentive! The
entire concept is enough to make the
founding fathers spin in their graves like
they’re attached to a high speed Black
and Decker drill.
While the Founding Fathers are

whirring away, big government advo¬
cates use class warfare to get more

money to spend on buying votes. They
don’t want to anger the largest voting
block, the middle class, so they drive up
taxes on the wealthy—and the defini¬
tion of just who is wealthy gets broader
and broader every year.

The tax code is indecipherable. The
government gets to know how much
you make, what you spent, what you
gained in interest—and then they get to
decide how much you owe. You have to
keep receipts and records for years, just
in case they decide to pit their guess

against your own.
You can’t take your own money with

you if you travel out of the country
unless you let the feds know in advance.
Here in the land of the free—the land of
the fee, maybe?—you actually have to
get their permission to travel with your

money.
Now we have steel tariffs, the

“Patriot Act” and more debt than you
can shake a bankruptcy file at. I do
know what’s right and I do know who’s
left. Libertarian thinkers, they’re right
and they’re all that’s left. Let’s take
America back.

Gary Nolan is actively seeking the
Libertarian nomination for President of
the United States. For information on

his campaign, visit
www.GaryNolan.com. call 703-237-
3533, or write Gary Nolan for
President; P.O. Box 6308; Falls Church,
VA 22040-6308.

Some of'my friends
have come to agree

with me, and others

think 1 need a check¬

up from the neck up.



Lighting the Fires of Liberty
Bv Michael Badnarik

■■ ■ »

Liberty and the Drug War
Bv Judge Jim Gray

ft D » —

I am thrilled to have this opportuni¬
ty to introduce myself to the
Libertarians of Georgia, and to
announce that I am working hard on a
campaign to become your Libertarian
nominee for President of the United
States. I hope to meet as many of you in
person as possible, and I invite you to
attend your state conference in
Alpharetta on May 3rd if you haven’t
already made plans to be there. We can
increase the size and significance of our
party, but only if those of us who are

already members will make an effort to
participate.

If there is any good news related to
our war against Iraq or the current eco¬
nomic crisis, it is that a significant per¬
centage of the population is aware that
“something is wrong.” People are no
longer satisfied with the status quo or
the two parties that created the situa¬
tions we face. Many of the people I've
met so far during the campaign have
openly expressed dissatisfaction and
disappointment with their own parties.
Getting them to consider the Libertarian
Party has been very easy. When I
explain that we represent a strict inter¬
pretation of the Constitution, they
eagerly accept a membership applica¬
tion form. Frequently, the only reason
they are not Libertarians is simply
because they've never heard of us. I
think that the 2004 election will be the

turning point in history where
Libertarians start to play a leadership
role in American government.

Thomas Jefferson wrote “all

Experience hath shewn, that Mankind is
more disposed to suffer, while Evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the Forms to which they
have grown accustomed.” We are not
motivated to change the system unless
the system is so bad that it becomes a
constant threat to our safety and happi¬
ness. Many of us are already
Libertarians
because for us, the
government
crossed that line a

long time ago. It is
precisely because
of this widespread
lack of happiness
that people are
searching for an
alternative. It is
our job to show
them that they have
an option.

When I for¬

mally announced
my campaign on
President's Day at the Texas Capitol in
Austin, I listed three primary goals for
the campaign: double party member¬
ship; win the party nomination; and earn
at least two million votes in the 2004
general election. Given the rapid
expansion of federal power since
September 11th, our failure to achieve
these goals is not an option. If we are
going to save our cherished republic, we
have to do it now, or face the possibili¬
ty that we'll never have another chance.

Doubling party membership has
been our mantra for so long that very

few of us believe it to be anything more
than rhetoric. One of the reasons we

have failed so consistently is that our
candidates continue to target large audi¬
ences with short, abbreviated messages.
This strategy is doomed to failure
because our philosophy does not fit eas¬
ily into sound bites.

Therefore, following the adage that
“all politics is local”, I focus on talking
to people one on one, spending the time
to outline our view of politics in lengthy
discussions. This strategy is time inten¬
sive, but it has also proven to be very
effective. After talking on the phone for
an hour to someone who called to ask
about my platform, one woman donated
$300 to the campaign and asked me
how she could become a party member.
Underscoring this fundamental strategy,
the motto for my campaign is “Lighting
the fires of Liberty, one heart at a time!”
(Ironically, several Libertarian friends
have complained that even my motto is
too long!)

The second goal ofmy campaign is
to win our party's nomination at the
national convention in Atlanta next

year. In order to do that I plan to visit
all fifty states, starting with eleven state
conferences between now and the end
of June. Naturally I need to speak to as
many Libertarians as possible in an
effort to convince them that 1 would be
the best person to represent the party in
the ne^t election. Please make a com¬
mitment to be a delegate in Atlanta next
year to vote for me.

One thing that sets me apart from
other Libertarian candidates is my will¬
ingness - nay, my eagerness - to make
statements that dramatize our uncom¬

promising commitment to individual
rights. I often make the claim that our
country's 20,000+ gun laws are uncon¬
stitutional and should be abolished. The
idea that we must ask for permission to
exercise our rights makes as much sense

as a “four-sided

triangle”. We do
not fill out forms
to obtain gov¬
ernment permis¬
sion to exercise

our freedom of

religion, and it is
equally ludi¬
crous for
Americans to

obtain concealed

carry permits in
order to exercise
their right to
keep and bear
arms.

Our candidates chronically com¬

plain about their inability to earn media
attention, and when they do they are
often misquoted. 1 was recently asked
to explain my position on the govern¬
ment's plan to forcibly vaccinate citi¬
zens against biological warfare. • I
responded that the government should
“bring the syringe and I'll bring my .45
and we'll sec who makes a bigger hole”
The newspaper reporter covering the
event nearly broke his wrist trying to
write down my comment as fast as he

continued on page 6 under “Fires"

For more than two decades 1 was a

soldier in the War on Drugs. In the
course of my career. I have helped put
drug users and dealers in jail; I have
presided over the break-up of families; 1
have followed the laws of my state and
country, and have seen their results.

At one point, I held the record for
the largest drug prosecution in the Los
Angeles area: 75 kilos of heroin, which
was and is a lot of narcotics. But today
the record is 18 tons. I have prosecuted
some people, and later sentenced others,
to long terms in prison for drug offens¬
es, and would do so again. But it has
not done any good. I have concluded
that we would be in much better shape
if we could somehow take the profit out
of the drug trade. Truly the drugs are
dangerous, but it is the drug money that
is turning a disease into a plague.

I saw the heartbreaking results of
drug prohibition too many times in my
own courtroom. I
saw children

tempted by adults
to become
involved in drug
trafficking for $50
in cash, a lot of
money to a
youngster in the
inner city, or
almost anywhere
else. Once the
child's reliability
has been estab¬
lished in his roles
as a lookout or “gofer,” he is soon trust¬
ed to sell small amounts of drugs,
which, of course, results in greater prof¬
its both for the adult dealer and his pro¬

tege. The children sell these drugs, not
to adults, but to their peers, thus recruit¬
ing more children into a life of taking
and selling drugs. I saw this repeated
again and again. But like others in the
court system, I didn't talk about it.

More than once, I saw a single
mother who made a big mistake: she
chose the wrong boyfriend, a drug deal¬
er. One day, he offered her $400 to
carry a particular package across town
and give it to a fellow dealer. She
strongly suspected that it contained
drugs, but she needed the money to pay
her rent. So she did it, and she was

arrested, convicted and sentenced to
five years in prison for the transporta¬
tion of cocaine. Since the mother legal¬
ly abandoned her children because she
could not take care of them, they all
came to me, in juvenile court, to be
dealt with as abused and neglected chil¬
dren.

I tell these mothers that unless they
arc really lucky and have a close per¬
sonal friend or family member that is
both willing and able to take care of
them until she is released from custody,
her children will probably be adopted
by somebody else. That is usually
enough to make the mother hysterical.

Taxpayers shouldn't be very happy,
either. Not only does it cost about
$25,000 to keep the mother in prison for
the next year; it also costs about $5000
per month to keep a child in a group
home until adoption. For a family of a

mother and two children, that means

that our local government has to spend
about $145,000 of taxpayer money for
the first year simply to separate a moth¬
er from her children. And it falls upon
me to enforce this result. 1 do it.
because 1 am required by my oath of
office to follow the law. But there came

a time when 1 could be quiet about this
terrible situation no longer. I concluded
that helping to repeal drug prohibition
was the best and most lasting gift I
could make to my country.

On April 8, 1992, I held a press
conference outside the Courthouse in
Santa Ana and recommended that we as

a country investigate the possibility of
change. Since that time, I have spoken
on this subject as often as possible, con¬
sistent with getting my cases tried.
Most people listen; some agree, and
others still want to punish me for my
attempts to have an open and honest dis¬

cussion of drug
policy. In that
vein, I remember
a short introduc¬
tion I once

received before
one of my talks,
which was along
the lines of: “I
know you all want
to hear the latest

dope from the
courthouse, so

here's Judge
Gray.”

During the next few years, I
worked on a book to expose the whole
hopeless anti-drug crusade. In 2001,
my book, Why Our Drug Laws Have
Failed And What We Can Do About It -
- A Judicial Indictment of the War on

Drugs, was published by Temple
University Press. It was the culmina¬
tion ofmy experience as a former feder¬
al prosecutor with the United States
Attorney's Office in Los Angeles, crim¬
inal defense attorney in the United
States Navy JAG Corps, and trial judge
in Orange County, California since
1983, experience which had long before
had convinced me that our nation's pro¬

gram of drug prohibition was not simply
a failure, but a hopeless failure.

In February, 2003, I took another
step to end the War on Drugs. After
being a Republican for all of my adult
life, I registered as a ducs-paying mem¬
ber of the Libertarian Party. 1 realized
that the major parties will never begin
the process of ending the War on Drugs.
It takes another party to do that — one
that holds dear the principles of liberty.
I had taken the “World's Smallest
Political Quiz,” and discovered that I
was already a libertarian. I was frus¬
trated and concerned about our coun¬

try's lack of principled leadership, the
direction of our economy, and the con¬
tinued subversion of the protections of
our Bill of Rights. The Libertarian
Party is my natural home. And it is the
Libertarian Party's historic mission to
begin the peace process in the War on
Drugs.

Drug Prohibition has resulted in a

continued on page 6 under “Drug War”

It is precisely
because of this

widespread lack of

happiness that

people are searching

for an alternative.

Truly the drugs are

dangerous, but it is
the drug money that
is turning a disease

into a plague.
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DOM WITH THE
F GEORGIA 2003 CONVENTION

I

'he 2003 Annual Convention of the Libertarian

Party of Georgia promises to be the most
exciting convention yet, including all of the

traditional elements to which you're accustomed,
plus some unique new ones you may have never
imagined.

We've lined up five great speakers, whom you may
have never heard before, to re-energize your liber¬
tarian spirit. Presidential candidates, an educator,
an attorney, and a local activist will entertain you
during our traditional luncheon and dinner ban¬
quets, plus provide welcome relief from the high-
power discussion and tension of the afternoon
business session.

The business sessions, both before and after
lunch, will include some significant debate on state
party by-laws and platform issues, as well as the
election of new party representatives.

But then, mixed in with the great traditional stuff,
look forward to some things you've never experi¬
enced before at a Libertarian Party convention.
We’ve scheduled some actual SuperKart wheel-to-
wheel racing on the indoor track at Andretti Speed
Lab, between your favorite Libertarian friends and
activists, and, yes, perhaps even yourself! Have a
beef about that by-laws amendment? Then take out
your aggression on the track! Want to support a
political up-and-comer with more than just your
vote? Cheer them on during the competition racing
to the sound of our live announcer! Racing not
pumping you up enough? There's plenty more
excitement with the climbing wall, interactive simu¬
lators, zip line, ropes course, billiards, and even
video games!

GUEST LIST

The Libertarian Party of Georgia is proud to
announce the guest list for the 2003 Annual
Convention. Guests include candidates vying for
the Libertarian Party nomination for President, to
be decided at the National Convention in 2004,
also in Atlanta, as well as the founder and
President of the Alliance for the Separation of
School and State.

Gary Nolan - Libertarian Presidential
Candidate - www.garynolan.com
On-air personality Gary Nolan's nationally syndicat¬
ed program, “Nolan at Night,” grew to 65 affiliates,
including top 10 and 20 markets, as a part of the
RADIO AMERICA network based in Washington
DC. He recently resigned from his successful show
in order to run for President. Mr. Nolan's campaign
will focus on major substantive issues where the
Democrats and Republicans are moving in the
wrong direction and a substantial portion of the
public wants to move in the Libertarian direction:
The Economy, Government Spending, Taxation
and Social Security; Civil Liberties; and Foreign
Policy.

Michael Badnarik
Libertarian Presidential Candidate
www.badnarik.org
Mr. Badnarik is an independent computer consul¬

tant from Texas, having fled the anti-gun socialist
wasteland of California in 1997. His platform focus
es on the right to keep and bear arms, getting gov¬
ernment (especially federal government) out of our
schools, and opposing the failed War on Drugs
(starting by releasing the half million citizens incar¬
cerated for nothing more than marijuana posses¬
sion). Mr. Badnarik's experience includes system
administration, computer training, and simulator
development. His career has included responsibili¬
ties with the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant, the
Stealth Bomber project, and Commonwealth
Edison's nuclear control room.

Marshall Fritz - Alliance for the

Separation of School and State -

www.sepschool.org
Beginning in 1985, Marshall Fritz founded and
served as president of the Advocates for Self-
Government, a Georgia-based libertarian organiza¬
tion dedicated to promoting the freedom philosophy
to opinion leaders. Since then, the Advocates
reached out to well over 2,000,000 potential liber¬
tarians in well over 100 countries. In 1994, Mr. Fritz
founded and continues today as President of the
Alliance for the Separation of School and State. In
its nine years to date, more than 23,000 Americans
have endorsed the Alliance's Proclamation “I pro¬
claim publicly that I favor ending government
involvement in education,” including talk show host
Gary Nolan; Mr. Tom Monaghan, founder of
Domino's Pizza; Prof. Thomas Szasz, author of
“The Myth of Mental Illness;” educators from John
Taylor Gatto to Mary Pride; and religious leaders
from D. James Kennedy and Tim LaHaye, to Rabbi
Daniel Lapin and the late Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.;
and even entertainers “Penn & Teller.”

Doug Craig - Recruiting Candidates for
2003

Doug Craig is the Membership Director of the
Libertarian Party. In 2002, he ran for State House in
District 84, Clayton County. He is currently an
activist with the Southern Crescent team, who have
already recruited several candidates for non-parti¬
san municipal office in 2003.

Walker Chandler - Luncheon Speaker -

www.walkerchandler.com
Walker Chandler is a three-time LPGa candidate
for statewide office, on the ballot for Lt. Governor in
1990 and 1994, and then again for Attorney
General in 1998. Along the way, Chandler took
objection to the Georgia requirement that candi¬
dates for public office be subjected to a drug test,
based in part on our 4th Amendment protections
against illegal search. He won his case in front of
the U.S. Supreme Court and no Georgia candidate
has been subjected to such a test since! In 2002,
Chandler represented LPGa Congressional candi¬
date Wayne Parker as well as local candidates
Todd King and Leo Baca, winning a one-third
reduction in petitioning requirement for Parker and
assisting the two Southern Crescent candidates in
challenging and overcoming Clayton County claims
of invalid signatures. (The nine statewide candi¬
dates weren't required to petition. Parker was sub¬
sequently denied ballot access on a technical
catch-22. All four Southern Crescent candidates
made it onto the ballot.)

CONVENTION PRICES
TICKET ORDER FORM ON PAGE 8

$250 or more - Convention Patron - Includes
full convention package and VIP reception.

$109 - Full Convention Package - Includes lunch,
banquet dinner, all speakers, and business ses¬
sions. For cost and insurance liability reasons,
direct participation in sports events is priced sepa¬
rately.

$69 - Evening Convention Package (beginning
4:00 p.m.) - Includes banquet dinner and keynote
speaker. Includes afternoon speakers.

$49 - Day Convention Package (until 6:00 p.m.) -
Includes lunch and lunch speaker. Includes after¬
noon speakers.

$50 - $25/month Pledge Package - Make this
monthly pledge, or bump up your current pledge,
and get a full convention package for only $50 (reg¬
ularly $109), PLUS a free LP membership or
renewal for the duration of your pledge. Minimum
commitment of three months required. See regular
pricing for details.

$75 - $10/month Pledge Package - Make this
monthly pledge, or bump up your current pledge,
and get a full convention package for only $75 (reg¬
ularly $109), PLUS a free LP membership or
renewal for the duration of your pledge. Minimum
commitment of five months required. See regular
pricing for details.

$39 - Competition Racing - For details on partici¬
pation: www.LPGeorQia.com/convention2003.html

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE - SAT. MAY 3
Andretti Speed Lab (770-992-5688)
11000 Alpharetta HWY, Roswell, Ga.

10:00 a.m.- District Caucuses (free for mem¬
bers, Caucus Announcement on page 2)

10:50 a.m. -Convention Business (service
recognition, officer elections, platform; free for
members), LPGa Chair, Dr. Helmut Forren

12:30 p.m.
Chandler

Luncheon Speaker: Walker

1:30 p.m. - Elimination Racing, Session 1

2:15 p.m. - Convention Business (by-laws, ser¬
vice recognition, director elections; free for mem¬
bers), LPGa Chair, Dr. Helmut Forren

4:00 p.m. - Speaker: Gary Nolan - Libertarian
Candidate for President

4:35 p.m. - Speaker: Michael Badnarik -

Libertarian Candidate for President

5:10 p.m. - Speaker: Doug Craig - Recruiting
Candidates for 2003

5:30 p.m. - Elimination Racing, Session 2

6:15 p.m. - Banquet Reception

7:00 p.m. - Dinner Banquet with speaker
Marshall Fritz GeorgiaLibertarian-404-FREEDOM-www.LPGeorgia.com
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Lighting the Fires
could. 1 want you to know that I was
quoted accurately and often in what 1
considered to be a very positive article.

There is no reason for people to
vote for Libertarians if wc are offering
them a miniature version of the

Republicans and Democrats. On the
other hand, an unflinching devotion to a
platform based on the timeless princi¬
ples enshrined in the Declaration of
Independence and Constitution set us

apart as a difference that is more than
just a distinction. Filled with the same

burning passion possessed by our

founding fathers, I have the ability to
make our love of freedom resonate in
Americans of every political stripe.

I am already spending most of my
time reminding the public that We the
People ordained and established the
Constitution, and by doing so we creat¬
ed Congress. It is fairly obvious then
that Congress (and the rest of our gov¬
ernment officials) work for us, and not
the other way around. Regardless what
your views on the income tax may be,
the Internal Revenue Service and the

Department of Justice are OBLIGATED
to answer our questions about the
income tax. In blatant disregard for the
fact that they are public servants upon
whom are bestowed certain temporary
privileges, IRS agents routinely confis¬
cate the private property of the Citizens
of every state.

The only possible solution to our
mounting problems is to educate the
public about how our rights are violated
daily by the very government charged
with the responsibility of protecting
them. For that reason I have designed
an eight-hour class called “An
Introduction to the Constitution”. I am

hoping to schedule at least one class fol¬
lowing every state conference I attend.
Anyone interested in attending is invit¬
ed to visit my website (http://www.bad-
narik.org), or to send an eMail to
Constitution@badnarik.org. All of my
students report that it was time well
spent, and they leave with a deeper
understanding of how our government
is supposed to work. Even people con¬
fident in their knowledge of the
Constitution are surprised at how much
they learn, especially about the differ¬
ence between rights and privileges.

If you are still uncertain as to
whether or not you'd like to support me,
I invite you to read previous install¬
ments of my weekly newsletter that are
archived on my website. You may also
elect to subscribe to that newsletter if

you'd like to keep track of my progress
across the country.

Win, lose, or draw, I am deeply
committed to doing everything I can to
restore the liberties that our founding
fathers bequeathed to us. Even if you
do not choose me as your nominee, the
thousands of new members that I recruit
will be voting for the person you pick to
represent us in the polls. I will be satis¬
fied knowing that I have done all I could
to promote the cause. I hope that you
are willing to do everything that you can
do. With that in mind, I look forward to

shaking your hand in Alpharetta as we
work together...

Lighting the fires of Liberty, one
heart at a time!

greater loss of civil liberties than any¬
thing else in the history of our country.
The United States of America leads the
world in the incarceration of its people,
mostly for non-violent drug offenses.
Statistics show that all racial groups in
our country use and abuse drugs at basi¬
cally the same rate, but most of those
incarcerated are people of color. The
War on Drugs has contributed substan¬
tially to the increasing power, bureau¬
cracy, and intrusiveness of government.
And, of course, the sale of illicit drugs is
by far the largest source of funding for
teiTorists around the world. If we were

truly serious about fighting terrorism
we would kill the “Golden Goose” of

terrorism, which is Drug Prohibition.
It is important to understand that

the failure of these laws is not the fault
of law enforcement. It makes as much
sense to blame the police and the crimi¬
nal justice system for the failure ofDrug
Prohibition as it would have to blame
Elliot Ness for the failure of Alcohol
Prohibition. The tragic results are the
fault of the drug laws themselves, and
not those who have been assigned the
impossible task of enforcing them.

“We the People” are facing radicals
at the controls of the federal govern¬
ment who are insensitive if not impervi¬
ous to the harm they are causing. When
the head of the Drug Enforcement
Administration expressly flouts the will
of the people as expressed, for example,
by California's medical marijuana
Proposition 215, that is one thing. He is
a policeman, enforcing the law as
ordered, even though he is engaged in
the unauthorized practice of medicine.
But what about when the head of the

Department of Justice subverts that
will? When John Ashcroft, as the
United States Attorney General, directly
acts against the expressed will of the
people in this area, simply because he
disagrees with it, he is not being conser¬
vative. We should call this action what
it is: extremist. And when various offi¬
cials of the federal government use our
tax money actively to oppose state bal¬
lot initiatives all around the country, we

should call that what it is: illegal.
The Republican and Democratic

parties are invested in the drug war,
committed to it. If we wait for them to

act against Drug Prohibition, we will be
waiting a very long time. However, we
Libertarians are singularly in a position
to help. I suggest that the Libertarian
Party make the issue of the repeal of
Drug Prohibition the centerpiece issue
of all state and federal political cam¬

paigns for 2004. I understand that R. W.
Bradford made a similar argument in
speeches over the past several years,
and in an article in the December 1999
edition of Liberty Magazine, and so

possibly have others. The idea is not
original with me, but it is a good idea.

I am aware that historically the
Libertarian Party has been largely
unsuccessful in putting its candidates
into office. But that can change, and in
many ways the voters are ahead of the
politicians on this issue. Ifwe can make
it clear that every vote for a state or fed¬
eral Libertarian candidate represents a
vote to end the War on Drugs, and we

capture only a third of the votes of peo¬
ple who favor drug reform, we will get
ten percent of the vote. That would be
enough to make us a political force to be
reckoned with and to put the drug war
into the nation's political debate.

I want to make this very clear. If
we focus our campaign on the drug
issue, people who agree with us will not
worry about “throwing away their vote”
on a third-party candidate. For a
change, every vote will rightfully be
seen to matter.

Many Americans have seen and
suffered through the unnecessary harms
perpetrated by our failed drug policy.
And many of these people are orga¬
nized. Recently I have contacted all the
drug policy reform groups I know, such
as the Drug Policy Alliance, Families
Against Mandatory Minimums,
Common Sense for Drug Policy,
Families Against Three Strikes, the
National Organization for the Reform of
Marijuana Laws, the Marijuana Policy
Project, and the Drug Policy

Foundations of Texas, Hawaii and New
Mexico. I am calling their members to
join me and become dues-paying mem¬
bers of the Libertarian Party, and am

requesting their friends and family
members to do the same. Please join
me in this critical effort.

The people in these drug policy
reform groups are frustrated by the
absence of a tangible national move¬
ment that they can support. In addition,
in many ways they have learned through
their experiences to share libertarian
principles and values. The more people
who register Libertarian, the more pub¬
lic attention will be paid to the issue of
drug policy reform. This, in turn, will
attract additional members, and addi¬
tional attention. I think this plan will be
successful, because most of the people
in these groups are active; they are com¬
mitted; they vote; and they have friends
who vote.

Most Americans realize that our

country is not in better shape today than
we were five years ago with regard to
the use and abuse of drugs and all the
harm and misery that accompany them.
They also are beginning to understand
that since that is the case, we can have
no legitimate expectation of being in
better shape next year than we are today
unless we change our approach.
Accordingly, many of our fellow citi¬
zens are beginning to realize that it is
okay to discuss this subject. And,
whether they know it or not, Americans
are looking to the Party of Principle for
guidance and leadership.

Our slogan for all state and federal
elections in 2004 should be “This Time
It Matters.” Because this time it does.

James P. Gray is a Judge of the
Superior Court in Orange County,
California, the author ofWhy Our Drug
Laws Have Failed And What We Can

Do About It - A Judicial Indictment of
the War on Drugs. Temple University
Press (2001), and has a website at
www.judgejimgray.com.
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By-laws Committee Report
The Chair of the Bylaws Committee recognizes the following Amendments as having been properly intro¬

duced by current members in good standing and considered for submission to the 2003 State Convention.
Therefore, the Chair will introduce these Amendments in the order as they are listed below or as their Authors
may amend them by submitting such changes via email. These Amendments and any modifications thereof
may be viewed online at ga.lp.org. Any amendments listed may be omitted in part or in whole from the paper
report to conserve space, but may be viewed in their entirety on the website. The Chair will receive any public
comments or suggested amendments via email at David.M.Kombluh@ga.lp.org. Please include the text
“[bylaws]” in the subject line of any email and for those inputs. Any such submissions found to be in order by
the Chair will be placed on the website in a reasonable period of time. Final vote by the By-laws Committee
on each Amendment will be made the day prior to the Convention and announced as each Amendment is
introduced to the floor for a vote by the delegation.

Amendment# Title
#1 Parliamentary
#2 Disciplinary Actions & Appeals
#4 Level of agreement on candidate replacement
#5 Annual Convention Date
#6 Chair and Vice Chair Duties
#7 Paid Staff and Contractors
#8 District Representation
#9 District Representative Duties
#10 Collegiate Affiliate Representative
#11 Delegates at the Annual Convention

Affected parts
Article XI

Replaces Articles III(D), V(J) & IX
Article VII(F): 7, 8 & 9
Article VII(A)
Article IV(B)
Creates a new Article
Articles V.A(1)&B, VII.C&D & IX
Article V(A).4
Article V(A).3
Article VII(B)

Signed,
David M. Kombluh
Chair Bylaws Committee
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(404) 806-9651

FAX (770) 246-0740

Proteus Technologies, Inc.
“Sustaining a continual return
on each development dollar. ”

Proteus Technologies, Inc. supports the
goals and activities of the Libertarian
Party of Georgia. Since 1994 we have
been helping companies as small as an
independent rural doctor's office to as
large as a multinational corporation max¬
imize the return on each dollar invested
in information technologies.

Specializing in project management con¬
sulting and open standards software
development, we can show you why
you'd want to and how to go about inte¬
grating open source tools like Linux or
Apache into your existing environments
without throwing away your present
investment or forcing your users to learn
all new technologies.

Some quotes from our customers:
“We had to convert our customer’s old data
into something our product could access now
or risk losing the sale. Our in-house develop¬
ers were overbooked and couldn't get to it for
six months and then estimated three weeks for
completion Proteus Technologies came in and
finished the whole conversion in nine hours!”
- national medical testing firm

“Our engineers estimated it would take fifteen
developers two years to develop this product.
Proteus Technologies came in with five people
and completed it in under six months! ”
- multinational telecommunications firm

“We generally were lucky to make a profit
from our system sales because ofpost-installa¬
tion support costs. We installed the new prod¬
uct (designed by Proteus Technologies) and it
just worked. That never happened before! ”
- multinational telecommunications firm

If your company or organization suffers
from planned obsolescence or is being
held captive by companies that only pro¬
vide proprietary, closed solutions, let
Proteus Technologies show you the way
to freedom!

Proteus Technologies, Inc.
voice :770.277.6443

web: www.proteus-tech.com

email: scherrey@proteus-tech.com

Call us now and see how the free market and
libertarian philosophy create better solutions!

CNC MACHINE WORK
INDUSTRIAL * COMMERCIAL * AIRCRAFT

All machining operations, turning,
precision grinding, milling,
drilling, boring, broaching,
and gear-cutting.
Maximum sizes:
10” rd/turning, 74”/milling.

Completely Equipped:
Over 24 CNC Machining Centers,
Nine 4-Axis CNC Lathes,
coordinate measuring machines.
Extensive gaging equipment,
Job-cost accounting, ERP
Cad-Cam Design Engineering
Service for product, tooling
and manufacturing.
Complete quality control.

Financially strong
- able to do large projects.
Hold your inventory cost down to the bare minimum by
letting us serve as your machining center. Well
machine, finish, inspect and ship your parts on a pre¬
cise computer-controlled cost saving plan. Our rela¬
tionship with you is geared to lowering your costs.

We machine...
* Carbon Steel * Hi-Temp Alloys
* Plastics * Aluminum
* Other Non-Ferrous Metals
* Stainless Corrosion-Resistant Metals

CUSTOM PRECISION
MACHINE WORK..CNC

We’re Now Able To Serve You Better With Our

New, Modern 55,000 Sq. Ft. Facilities

L.H.THOMSON COMPANY

Call for Quote, Brochure, or Plant Visit

(478) 788-5052
www.lhthomson.com

e-mail:support@lhthomson.com

Pricing, Technology,
and Service That Gets
The Job Done Right...

The First Time...
JUST IN TIME!

CONTRACTMANUFACTURER FOR OVER Ml YEARS

P.O.Box 10158 * Macon GA 31297-0158
Ph: (478) 788-5052 * Fax: (478) 788-1956 GeorgiaLibertarian-404-FREEDOM-www.LPGeorgia.com
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8
Libertarian Party of Georgia 2003 Convention

Andretti Speed Lab, 11000 Alpharetta Hwy, Roswell, GA, Saturday, May 3, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

TICKET ORDER FORM
Please fill out this form and mail it with appropriate payment to:

Libertarian Party of Georgia
1874 Piedmont Rd., Suite 590-E
Atlanta, GA 30324

404-888-9468
fax 404-874-8339

info@LPGeorgia.com

a Ticket Information

Why wait?
Order your
tickets online

NOW at

Description Price

Convention Patron $250

Full Convention Packages
p* Regular Price $109

$ 10/mo. Pledger Price $75
$25/mo. Pledger Price $50

Day Package $49

Evening Package $69
Elimination Racing $39

x Quantity = Amount Details

I can’t attend, but would like to contribute:
ORDER TOTAL

Delegates to the convention \vill have access to the business sessions free of charge.

HI Personal Information
Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Includes Full Convention Package plus VIP reception

Includes lunch, dinner banquet, all speakers
New Or increased pledge (minimum commitment required)
New or increased pledge (minimum commitment required)
Includes lunch and four speakers (incl. Pres.)
Includes dinner banquet and four speakers (incl. Pres.)
Priced separately for insurance reasons

osc°<!m 'vcb

-*»*'%**•£****
m „

Payment Information

AM
A

\ ■r

com
County:

□ Visa

Card#

□ MasterCard □ Discover □ American Express □ CHECK

Phone:
Expiration Date:

Email:

A.
Signature:

Subscribe or Join
Subscription Only
□ $25 - Subscription to National LP News
□ Free - Trial Subscription to Georgia Libertarian

1-Year Membership
(includes National LP News and Georgia Libertarian)
□ $5/month - Membership Pledge (billed $ 15/qtr)
□ $ /month - Membership Pledge (minimum $5)
□ $50 - “LPGa Direct” Membership Contribution
□ $25 - Simple 1-Year Membership
“I do not believe in or advocate the initiation offorce as a

means ofachieving political or social goals. ”

Signature required for membership. You can
pledge but not join by simply omitting your signature.

Payment Information
□ Visa □ MasterCard
□ American Express □ Discover

□ CHECK
Card#

Expiration Date:

Signature:

Personal Information
Name:

Address:

City State Zip:

County:

Phone:

Email:

I’m not a political person. Why join?
You’re probably non-political because you believe that government should be a small

part of your life, the life of a responsible, law-abiding citizen.
Is your tax bill a smallpart ofyour life?
You’ve been so busy raising your family, working your job, and creating your life, that

you’ve neglected to make yourself known. Clearly, your values of self-responsibility are not
reflected in your government.

To join the Libertarian Party is to take a stand — a stand that you want a government
limited to protecting your freedom, not one that’s expanding its own budget at the expense of
your family budget.

It’s time to make yourself known. It’s time to make your voice heard. It’s time to stand
up for your freedom. It’s time to join the Libertarian Party.

Please join us!

Why does my membership matter?
You’re probably non-political because you prefer to interact with others on the basis of

mutual respect and tolerance.
But freedom is not free.
Nor is it guaranteed — Freedom lives in your actions and everyone must do their part.
What is your unique role?
What actions can you take to create a new trend of expanding family budgets and

shrinking government budgets? If you were part of a team, would that help your actions be
more effective?

Join the Libertarian Party and join a team working for what you deserve, a political sys¬
tem that respects you as a unique individual — as someone who can make their own plans
and take responsibility for themselves, who can be compassionate to others, and who can and
will solve their own problems.

Is it a wasted vote?
You’re probably non-political because you sense futility in the political system.

Whether you vote Democrat or Republican, government continues to get bigger and more
intrusive.

Are you getting what you want?
If status quo politicians believe they have your vote locked up they have no incentive to

change.
Give them that incentive.

Vote Libertarian.

Make Payment To
Libertarian Party of Georgia 404-888-9468
1874 Piedmont Rd.. Suite 590-E fax 404-874-8339
Atlanta. GA-30324 info@ga.Ip.org

Don't waste your vote in a futile effort that gets you more of what you don't won't —

make your stand loud and clear. Enough is Enough!
Vote for what you really want!
Vote Libertarian.
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