
Proposal D1 – Update Convention References 
Article 3.3, 5.3, 5.6, 6.1, 7.2.b, 7.3, 7.12, 8.1, 8.3, 9.2, 10.1, 10.2.a, 10.2.b, 10.3, 
10.4.a, 10.4.b, 10.4.c, 10.10, 11.1, 11.2, 11.3.a, 11.3.b, 11.3.d, 11.4.a, 11.4.b, 
14.1, 17.1, 17.2 
Rule 1, 5.2 
 
Problem: There are numerous references to the national convention being a “regular” 
convention despite there no longer being any provision for any other kind of convention. 
 
Solution: Strike all the uses of “regular” preceding “convention”. This proposal covers 
the sections requiring a 2/3 vote. 
 
Benefits: This somewhat shortens the bylaws and removes the potential for confusion 
among members who might see the use of “regular” and then look for some kind of 
“non-regular” convention, which does not exist. 
 
Current Wording Proposed Amendment If Adopted, Will Read 
ARTICLE 3: STATEMENT OF 
PRINCIPLES AND PLATFORM 
3. The current platform shall 

serve as the basis of all 
future platforms. The existing 
platform may be amended 
only at regular conventions. 
A platform plank may be 
deleted by majority vote. 
New planks or amendments 
to existing planks require a 
2/3 vote. 
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deleted by majority vote. 
New planks or amendments 
to existing planks require a 
2/3 vote. 

ARTICLE 3: STATEMENT OF 
PRINCIPLES AND PLATFORM 
3. The current platform shall 

serve as the basis of all 
future platforms. The existing 
platform may be amended 
only at conventions. A 
platform plank may be 
deleted by majority vote. 
New planks or amendments 
to existing planks require a 
2/3 vote.  

ARTICLE 5: AFFILIATE 
PARTIES 
3. There shall be no more than 

one state-level affiliate party 
in any one state. Each state-
level affiliate party shall, in 
accordance with its own 
bylaws and these bylaws, 
determine who shall be its 
delegates to all regular 
conventions. A state-level 
affiliate party may charter 
sub-affiliate parties within the 
state, which will entitle such 
sub-affiliates to use the 
name “Libertarian Party.” 

ARTICLE 5: AFFILIATE 
PARTIES 
3. There shall be no more than 

one state-level affiliate party 
in any one state. Each state-
level affiliate party shall, in 
accordance with its own 
bylaws and these bylaws, 
determine who shall be its 
delegates to all regular 
conventions. A state-level 
affiliate party may charter 
sub-affiliate parties within the 
state, which will entitle such 
sub-affiliates to use the 
name “Libertarian Party.” 

ARTICLE 5: AFFILIATE 
PARTIES 
3. There shall be no more than 

one state-level affiliate party 
in any one state. Each state-
level affiliate party shall, in 
accordance with its own 
bylaws and these bylaws, 
determine who shall be its 
delegates to all conventions. 
A state-level affiliate party 
may charter sub-affiliate 
parties within the state, 
which will entitle such sub-
affiliates to use the name 
“Libertarian Party.” 

6. The National Committee 
shall have the power to 
revoke the status of any 
affiliate party, for cause, by a 
vote of 3/4 of the entire 
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vote of 3/4 of the entire 

6. The National Committee 
shall have the power to 
revoke the status of any 
affiliate party, for cause, by a 
vote of 3/4 of the entire 



National Committee. A 
motion to revoke the status 
of an affiliate party for cause 
must specify the nature of 
the cause for revocation. The 
affiliate party may challenge 
the revocation of its status by 
written appeal to the Judicial 
Committee within 30 days of 
receipt of notice of such 
revocation. Failure to appeal 
within 30 days shall confirm 
the revocation and bar any 
later challenge or appeal. 
The National Committee 
shall not revoke the status of 
any affiliate party within six 
months prior to a regular 
convention. The Judicial 
Committee shall set a date 
for hearing the appeal within 
20 to 40 days of receipt of 
the appeal and shall notify all 
interested persons, which 
persons shall have the right 
to appear and submit 
evidence and argument. At 
the hearing the burden of 
persuasion shall rest upon 
the appellant. The Judicial 
Committee shall either affirm 
the National Committee's 
revocation of affiliate party 
status or order reinstatement 
of the affiliate party. The 
Judicial Committee shall 
issue its ruling within 30 days 
of the hearing and in no case 
later than 90 days prior to a 
regular convention. Failure of 
the Judicial Committee to 
rule within 30 days shall 
constitute an affirmation of 
the National Committee's 
revocation of affiliate party 
status except when the last 
day of the 30 day period falls 
within 90 days prior to a 
regular convention, in which 
case the Judicial 
Committee's non-action shall 
result in reinstatement of 
affiliate party status. 
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affiliate party may challenge 
the revocation of its status by 
written appeal to the Judicial 
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later challenge or appeal. 
The National Committee 
shall not revoke the status of 
any affiliate party within six 
months prior to a convention. 
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set a date for hearing the 
appeal within 20 to 40 days 
of receipt of the appeal and 
shall notify all interested 
persons, which persons shall 
have the right to appear and 
submit evidence and 
argument. At the hearing the 
burden of persuasion shall 
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day of the 30 day period falls 
within 90 days prior to a 
convention, in which case 
the Judicial Committee's 
non-action shall result in 
reinstatement of affiliate 
party status. 

ARTICLE 6: OFFICERS 
1. The officers of the Party shall 
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o Chair, 
o Vice-Chair, 
o Secretary, and 
o Treasurer. 
All of these officers shall be 
elected by a regular 
convention of the Party, shall 
take office immediately upon 
the close of the convention 
and shall serve thereafter 
until the final adjournment of 
the next regular convention. 
No person shall serve as an 
officer who is not a 
sustaining member of the 
Party. 
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o Chair, 
o Vice-Chair, 
o Secretary, and 
o Treasurer. 
All of these officers shall be 
elected by a convention of 
the Party, shall take office 
immediately upon the close 
of the convention and shall 
serve thereafter until the final 
adjournment of the next 
regular convention. No 
person shall serve as an 
officer who is not a 
sustaining member of the 
Party. 

ARTICLE 7: NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE 
2. The National Committee 

shall be composed of the 
following members:  
b. five members elected at 

large by the delegates at 
a regular convention; 
and  
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upon the close of the regular 
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selected and serve until the 
final adjournment of the next 
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12. Upon appeal by ten percent 
of the delegates credentialed 
at the most recent regular 
convention or one percent of 
the Party sustaining 
members the Judicial 
Committee shall consider the 
question of whether or not a 
decision of the National 
Committee contravenes 
specified sections of the 
bylaws. If the decision is 
vetoed by the Judicial 
Committee, it shall be 
declared null and void. 
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ARTICLE 8: JUDICIAL 
COMMITTEE 
1. The Judicial Committee shall 

be composed of seven Party 
members elected at each 
regular non-presidential 
convention and any five 
members shall constitute a 
quorum. No member of the 
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National Committee may be 
a member of the Judicial 
Committee. The members of 
the Judicial Committee shall 
select the Chair of the 
Judicial Committee. The 
Judicial Committee shall take 
office immediately upon the 
close of the regular non-
presidential convention at 
which elected and shall 
serve until the final 
adjournment of the next 
regular non-presidential 
convention. All Judicial 
Committee members shall 
have been Party members at 
least four years at the time of 
their selection.  The 
remaining members of the 
Judicial Committee shall 
appoint new members if 
vacancies occur, such 
appointees to serve until the 
final adjournment of the next 
regular non-presidential 
convention.  Should all 
Judicial Committee positions 
be vacant, an Intervening 
convention may fill such 
vacancies. 
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convention may fill such 
vacancies. 

3. Within 90 days following the 
regular convention at which 
elected, the Judicial 
Committee shall establish 
rules of appellate procedure 
to govern its consideration of 
matters within the scope of 
its jurisdiction. The existing 
Rules shall remain in effect 
until and unless the Judicial 
Committee submits new 
proposed rules to the 
National Committee for 
approval, which approval 
shall be deemed given 
unless denied by a 2/3 vote 
of the National Committee 
within 60 days of 
submission. A copy of the 
current rules of appellate 
procedure shall be 
maintained by the Secretary 
at the Party Headquarters 
and shall be available to any 
member at cost. 
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and shall be available to any 
member at cost. 



ARTICLE 9: FINANCE AND 
ACCOUNTING 
1. The National Committee 

shall cause an efficient 
double-entry system of 
accounts to be installed and 
maintained. Financial 
statements of the Party shall 
be prepared in accordance 
with Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles 
(GAAP). Audits shall be 
performed annually by an 
independent auditor. The 
non-officer members of the 
National Committee shall 
appoint a standing Audit 
Committee of three members 
with power to select the 
independent auditor. One 
member shall be a non-
officer member or alternate 
of the National Committee 
and the other two shall not 
be members or alternates of 
the National Committee. The 
Assistant Treasurer is not 
eligible to serve on the Audit 
Committee. The Audit 
Committee shall present its 
findings to each regular 
convention and clarify for the 
National Committee any 
recommendations made by 
the auditor. 

ARTICLE 9: FINANCE AND 
ACCOUNTING 
1. The National Committee 

shall cause an efficient 
double-entry system of 
accounts to be installed and 
maintained. Financial 
statements of the Party shall 
be prepared in accordance 
with Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles 
(GAAP). Audits shall be 
performed annually by an 
independent auditor. The 
non-officer members of the 
National Committee shall 
appoint a standing Audit 
Committee of three members 
with power to select the 
independent auditor. One 
member shall be a non-
officer member or alternate 
of the National Committee 
and the other two shall not 
be members or alternates of 
the National Committee. The 
Assistant Treasurer is not 
eligible to serve on the Audit 
Committee. The Audit 
Committee shall present its 
findings to each regular 
convention and clarify for the 
National Committee any 
recommendations made by 
the auditor. 

ARTICLE 9: FINANCE AND 
ACCOUNTING 
1. The National Committee 

shall cause an efficient 
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recommendations made by 
the auditor. 

ARTICLE 10: CONVENTIONS 
1. Regular Conventions:  

The Party shall hold a 
regular convention every two 
years, at a time and place 
selected by the National 
Committee. Regular 
conventions shall be held 
sometime during the period 
of July of an odd-numbered 
year through August of an 
even-numbered year. All 
business required to be 
conducted at regular 
conventions shall be 
conducted at regular 
conventions only. 

2. Delegates: 
a. Delegates shall be 

required to be members 
of either the Party or an 
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convention every two years, 
at a time and place selected 
by the National Committee. 
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2. Delegates: 
a. Delegates shall be 

required to be members 
of either the Party or an 
affiliate party. At all 
conventions delegates 
shall be those so 
accredited who have 
registered at the 
convention. 



affiliate party. At all 
regular conventions 
delegates shall be those 
so accredited who have 
registered at the 
convention. 

b. Any federal or state law 
to the contrary 
notwithstanding, 
delegates to a regular 
convention shall be 
selected by a method 
adopted by each affiliate 
party; provided however, 
that only members of the 
Party as defined in these 
bylaws, or members of 
the affiliate party as 
defined in the 
constitution or bylaws of 
such affiliate party, shall 
be eligible to vote for the 
selection of delegates to 
a regular convention. 
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b. Any federal or state law 
to the contrary 
notwithstanding, 
delegates to a 
convention shall be 
selected by a method 
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4. Delegate Allocation:  
a. In order to be counted 

for delegate allocation, 
sustaining membership 
applications must be 
sent to the National 
Headquarters by either 
the individual member or 
the affiliate party and 
received or postmarked 
no later than the last day 
of the seventh month 
prior to the regular 
convention. 

b. The Secretary shall 
make a count of the 
sustaining members 
qualified under the 
requirements set forth 
here and shall compute 
the delegate allocations 
for the affiliate parties. 
Notification of the 
sustaining membership 
totals and allocation 
totals shall be sent by 
the Secretary to the 
chair of each affiliate 
party no later than the 
last day of the sixth 
month prior to a regular 
convention. 
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c. A list of the names and 
addresses of all 
delegates and alternates 
chosen by each affiliate 
party shall be sent to the 
Credentials Committee 
no later than one month 
prior to start of the first 
general session of the 
regular convention. 
Amendments to such 
lists may be made by the 
affiliate parties and 
submitted to the 
Credentials Committee 
until the close of the 
Credentials Committee 
meeting preceding the 
convention. The number 
of alternates' names 
submitted shall not 
exceed the greater of 50 
or the number of 
delegates allocated. 
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or the number of 
delegates allocated. 

c. A list of the names and 
addresses of all 
delegates and alternates 
chosen by each affiliate 
party shall be sent to the 
Credentials Committee 
no later than one month 
prior to start of the first 
general session of the 
convention. 
Amendments to such 
lists may be made by the 
affiliate parties and 
submitted to the 
Credentials Committee 
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10. Convention Rules:  
The Party's convention 
special rules of order may be 
amended only by a regular 
convention. 
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ARTICLE 11: OTHER 
COMMITTEES 
1. There shall be a Platform 

Committee, a Bylaws and 
Rules Committee, and a 
Credentials Committee for 
each regular convention. The 
National Committee shall 
appoint a temporary chair of 
each committee to serve 
until each committee selects 
its own chair. 

2. The Bylaws and Rules 
Committee shall consist of 
10 Party members appointed 
by the National Committee 
no later than twelve months 
before a regular convention. 
No more than five of these 
members shall be members 
of the current National 
Committee. 

3. The Platform Committee 
shall consist of 20 members 
selected as follows: 
a. One member by each of 

the five affiliate parties 
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shall consist of 20 members 
selected as follows: 
a. One member by each of 

the five affiliate parties 



having the greatest per 
capita sustaining 
membership as 
determined for 
convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent regular 
convention. 

b. One member by each of 
the 10 affiliate parties 
having the largest 
sustaining memberships, 
excluding those affiliates 
from (a), as determined 
for convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent regular 
convention. 

c. Five members selected 
by the National 
Committee. 

d. These members shall be 
selected no later than 
the last day of the fifth 
month prior to the 
regular convention. 

4. The Credentials Committee, 
composed of 10 members, 
shall be selected as follows.  
a. Five members chosen 

by the National 
Committee no later than 
six months before a 
regular convention. 

b. One member by each of 
the five affiliate parties 
having the largest 
sustaining memberships 
as determined for 
convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent regular 
convention. These shall 
be selected by each of 
the affiliate parties no 
later than three months 
prior to the regular 
convention. 

having the greatest per 
capita sustaining 
membership as 
determined for 
convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent regular 
convention. 

b. One member by each of 
the 10 affiliate parties 
having the largest 
sustaining memberships, 
excluding those affiliates 
from (a), as determined 
for convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent regular 
convention. 

c. Five members selected 
by the National 
Committee. 

d. These members shall be 
selected no later than 
the last day of the fifth 
month prior to the 
regular convention. 

4. The Credentials Committee, 
composed of 10 members, 
shall be selected as follows.  
a. Five members chosen 

by the National 
Committee no later than 
six months before a 
regular convention. 

b. One member by each of 
the five affiliate parties 
having the largest 
sustaining memberships 
as determined for 
convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent regular 
convention. These shall 
be selected by each of 
the affiliate parties no 
later than three months 
prior to the regular 
convention. 

having the greatest per 
capita sustaining 
membership as 
determined for 
convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent convention. 

b. One member by each of 
the 10 affiliate parties 
having the largest 
sustaining memberships, 
excluding those affiliates 
from (a), as determined 
for convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent convention. 

c. Five members selected 
by the National 
Committee. 

d. These members shall be 
selected no later than 
the last day of the fifth 
month prior to the 
convention. 

4. The Credentials Committee, 
composed of 10 members, 
shall be selected as follows.  
a. Five members chosen 

by the National 
Committee no later than 
six months before a 
convention. 

b. One member by each of 
the five affiliate parties 
having the largest 
sustaining memberships 
as determined for 
convention delegate 
allocations at the most 
recent convention. 
These shall be selected 
by each of the affiliate 
parties no later than 
three months prior to the 
convention. 

ARTICLE 14: PRESIDENTIAL 
AND VICE-PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGNS 
1. Nominations of candidates 

for President and Vice-
President of the United 
States may be made only at 
the regular convention 

ARTICLE 14: PRESIDENTIAL 
AND VICE-PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGNS 
1. Nominations of candidates 

for President and Vice-
President of the United 
States may be made only at 
the regular convention 

ARTICLE 14: PRESIDENTIAL 
AND VICE-PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGNS 
1. Nominations of candidates 

for President and Vice-
President of the United 
States may be made only at 
the convention immediately 



immediately preceding a 
Presidential election. 

immediately preceding a 
Presidential election. 

preceding a Presidential 
election. 

ARTICLE 17: AMENDMENT 
1. These bylaws may be 

amended by a 2/3 vote of the 
delegates at any regular 
convention. 

ARTICLE 17: AMENDMENT 
1. These bylaws may be 

amended by a 2/3 vote of the 
delegates at any regular 
convention. 

ARTICLE 17: AMENDMENT 
1. These bylaws may be 

amended by a 2/3 vote of the 
delegates at any convention. 

RULE 1: ORDER OF 
BUSINESS 
The standing order of business 
for a regular convention shall be 
as follows: 

RULE 1: ORDER OF 
BUSINESS 
The standing order of business 
for a regular convention shall be 
as follows: 

RULE 1: ORDER OF 
BUSINESS 
The standing order of business 
for a convention shall be as 
follows: 

RULE 5: DEBATING AND 
VOTING -- PLATFORM 
2. The Platform Committee 

shall meet before each 
regular convention and 
prepare a report containing 
its recommendations. At the 
convention, the Platform 
Committee's 
recommendations shall be 
reported to the floor and 
debated and voted upon 
separately. The Platform 
Committee shall set forth the 
order in which each 
recommendation shall be 
considered. 

RULE 5: DEBATING AND 
VOTING -- PLATFORM 
2. The Platform Committee 

shall meet before each 
regular convention and 
prepare a report containing 
its recommendations. At the 
convention, the Platform 
Committee's 
recommendations shall be 
reported to the floor and 
debated and voted upon 
separately. The Platform 
Committee shall set forth the 
order in which each 
recommendation shall be 
considered. 

RULE 5: DEBATING AND 
VOTING -- PLATFORM 
2. The Platform Committee 

shall meet before each 
convention and prepare a 
report containing its 
recommendations. At the 
convention, the Platform 
Committee's 
recommendations shall be 
reported to the floor and 
debated and voted upon 
separately. The Platform 
Committee shall set forth the 
order in which each 
recommendation shall be 
considered. 

 
SPONSORS: Bracco 
 
MARK-UP LEGEND 
 

o In replacements, deletions precede additions. 
o Deletions are in red bold italic strikethrough. 
o Additions are in blue bold underline. 
o Per LPUS Bylaws, Article XVII, Section 1, the bylaws require a 2/3 vote to pass. 
o Per RONR t8 #13, the convention special rules of order require a 2/3 vote with notice or a majority 

of the entire convention membership 
 


