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E1 Salvatlor, educatioral tar-credits and the future of
-Prop. Z t/2. Tbese rere the prinary issues as nearly 10O
1ocal Libertariaas gathered at the Airport Ramada Ian,
East Boeton, last l{arch 21, for the Libertarian Party of
l,lassachusetts' 9th Aanual coavention.

It ras the first najor gatherirg since the 1980
electioas for nost people, aail tbe atmosphere ras an

, amalgam of campus houecouing and corporate boardr.oon. The
busiaess suits, snoke-fi1led roons anil parliaoentary
debates nrbbed elbors rith the t-shirts, uou-snokiag
sectioas and rhetorical battles. The subject ras--fi.rst,
Last anal alrays--humau freedou.

. the theue, "Groring fron the Grassroots", often took a
back seat to other natters. Tvo resolutions, condenning
U.S. interventiou in E1 Salvador and supporting
gducational tar-cretlits ia the Conmonrealth, bogged dora
ovbr rhetoric for a tine. The fo::uer urangle coacer:aed

'specj.fic clauses rhich sought to itlentify oue siale or the
other ia the YarSrtrli!8 as particularly uore or less evil;
conprouise fouuil a notiou to euclose a press release yith
the resolution, to erplain specific reasoaa for the
Party's stance.

fbe educational proposal ras tbe edorsemeut of Eouse
3i11 5280, i.atroduced by Bep. Yillian Gakiu (D-Brightoa),
rhich rould proviae a $Z5O illrcct credit on state incore
tares to aaJrore coatributiug tbatSn to a chiltl's

rvfir(To PEl-

LIBERTY AUEND}trNT NOhI IN. NINE STATES:/.
April 15th ras tbe tlay tbey took it aray, as usuaI,

but ia Indiara it ras also the ilay they tried to give it
backl

Confiscatioa Day, 1981, uarkeil tbe passage of a
resolution eudorsing the Liberty Auendnent by the Intliaaa
State Seaate. This nade the Hoosier State the ninth of
tbe necessarl 11 states to pass such a resolutj.on. fhe
others are Uyonirg, Teras, Ilevada, Louisiara, Georgia,
Soutb Caroliaa, l{ississippi aatl Arizona.

lhe Liberty Ameadueat ( otherrise linorn ae llouse Joiat
Resolution 25 in Congress) is iutended to break the
connection betreea government and economic activity
forever, by clarifyiag the divisiou of connerce ancl state
rhicb its spoasors say ras the original iatent of the U.S.
Coastitution. Its text is si.nple and straightforrard:

Sec. 1: fhe Govern"rent of the Uaited States shall not
eDgage in any busiaess, professional couoercial,
financial or industrial euterprise ercept as specified
ia the Constitutioa.

Sec. 2: The constitution or laus of aoy State, or the
Iars of the United States shaIl uot be subject to the
terns of any forej.gn or domestic atreeueut rhich roulil
abrogate this aEentluent.

Sec. J: The activi.ties of the Uniteil States Ooverznent
rhich violate the intent aud pur2oses of this
anendnent shall, rithin a tine periotl of three years
fron the date of ratification of of this aaeDdueat, be
liquidated and the properties and. facilities affecteal
shal1 be sold.

Sec. 4: Three years after the ratificatioo of this
amendnent tbe sirteenth arti.cle of amendueuts to the
Constitution of the Uaited States shall stand repealed
and thereafter Congress shall uot levy tares oa
persoaal incomes, estates, and/or gifts.

HJRI, is co-sponsored by Qengressmen John Rousselot
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Banquat tpcakcr Robert Pooh addrcssoa
ovGr 50 ILbertarians st Bonvcntlon r8l

ON THE INSIDE:

o C.[nD Convrntlcr : &eluslvc Intarvlor
ulth BAARD ![onbcra l{ho ltt.nd.d

o LHI'{ &lucetional Iax Crrdlts ElL:
I Rrport Fror Ta Glass

National LP Convention
In case you haven't received one of the nultiple

nailings as yet, tbe l0th Aanual lIational LP Coaventioa
ri1I be helil August 25-rO in Denver, Colorado. It should
prove to be the Libertarian event to top all others, vith
speakers like Karl Hess, Dauitl.Frietlnen, John Holt aud Bob
Nozick, aad topics fron lhe Future of the LP to
Environmental Issues to the Draft.

Further inforratioa cnn be obtained through the state
party, or by rritiag to: LP/10, c/o Libertarian Conventiou
Couuittee, 1041 Cherokee Street, Deaver, C0 80204. Bear
in niacl that all tlues-pai-d LPIII nenbers are autonatically
Alteraates at the Coavention, and rith the possibility
that at least oae elected tlelegate uay not be able to
attend, the door is ride opea for procrastiaators rith
open vacatioa plans...

A LOCAL LIBERTARIAN HERO?

Accorttj.ng to a receut article in Paratle nagaziae' re
shouLd be naking pilgri.nages to yet another gravesitle iu
the Connoauealth, this one in Leouinster's Evergreen
Cenetery. Therc, says the article, lies a naa who rent to
jail for refusiag to shave his beald.

Josepb Palner ras a Fitchburg famer (forgive ue,
folks, but I think ny fora;is iato songrriting are starting
to take over...) vho grer hinself a long florj'ag beard,
back in 18JO. The loca1s dialn't care for th-is' citiDg
vaoity as the cause of it all, so they tried ambushing hin
wi.th scissors and razors (funn...Sounds a bit like today's
urban life, ercept they don't waat your hairl). Yhen
Palmer defended hinself he ras charged rith "unprovoked
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In lieu of a standard one-issue comm.entdYy, a few

notes on a variety of subjects:

now
o

o

Tbe foruatioa of the Coalitioa for a Party of
Principle (Urlrgirg such dj.verse elenents as Reasoa
publisher Robert Poole, llurray Rothbard aaa Sil
Evers, LP founder Daviil l{olan, aad your esteemed
editor iuto the saoe fold, sonehor) has taken up the
cudgel of purisn in politics, antl ri11 be a najor
factor at the Couveutiou rith a series of nrles
cbarges to bring candidates under some sort of tlirect
accouatabiU.ty for the actions they take in lhs nqng
of tbe LP.

Although it sounds on the surface like a
throrback to the days of Connunist Party purgea,
horever, it nay be the only ray to ensure that the
Libertariaa ban.er does not becone indelibly
associated rith the rather half-baked products of the
198O canpaigns. Etl Clark did an excellent job uader
inpossible circr:mgtances, uaay of uhich rere the
result of opportuni.sn aud shortsightedness in his
advisors aad staff-nenbers; such haudicaps should not
be allored to sinilarly hanper future canpaigns.
I{oreover, the presumed libertarian victory of one l{s.
Mary Shel1, the ner nayor of Bakersfield, California
(rho had been registered as a Libertarian and ras thus
labeIed, until she wou the race and declared herself a
Denocratl ) rould never have been at issue, had the LP
had some tseans of keeping track of the ideological
content of the candidate's efforts.

Clearly, the Coalition has a lot rnore to do than
irstitute a "Dunp Ed Crane" novenent, as its critics
have charged...

The Minority Educatiou Enterprise outreach
project fosteretl by outgoing LP National Chair David
Bergland has not eractly covered itself rith florers
as of this rritirg. According to Froatlines and other
sources, the organization seens more concerned rith
keeping Black Libertarians fron runaing for l{ayor of
Los Angeles ( on the premise that thi,s rould somehor
lnrrt outreach chaaces, because runnirg against the
incumbent, Ton Braclley, would be seen as "racist"),
than rith serious efforts to bring Black and Third
'Jorld people into the LP.

Add the fact that Veraon Brora, Bergland's
pa.rtner ia the venture, is by his orn accouats "51%
Libertarian", aD.d it appears that the MEE project is
dooned to the same fai.lures that Liberlgtigc_ye!€uqrd
ri1I face ualess it stops trying to pander to a
stereotyped Left and starts payiDg attentiou to the
real a11ies re have on the comuaalist side. (See the
intervier rith BAARD activists, also ia this issue.)

The battle rith the City of Uobura goes oa, but
it looks as thougtr it nay be conirg to a close soon.
At the trial on April 14, Lil neubers Jiu Poulin,
Ualter Ziobro, Jr. and I testified that re were uot
noy, nor had we ever been, a "political party" uuder
[ass. Iar. The defense attonrey, represeating the
City, did a dreadful job of cross-eraaining the three
of us; he repeatedly began his questionirg with rords
like "Yhy...?", leavj.rg the cloor ride opea for any
line of respouse re chose. Keeping a ratchful eye on
our oua counsel, l{ichael Rei1ly, Esq. re each
proceeded to fill the court recorrl rith longrinded
taLes of hor the Party hacl been of educatioual and
civic service to the people of the Coomonvealth
(itespite the fact that fer of those beueficiaries ever
bothered to dar:ken our doors). Accordrg to Rei11y,
this sort of slipshod questionirg technique is froraed
upon by professional barristers of everT stripe.

At the end the juilge took the case under
advisemeat, and at this vriting re stiIl. haven't
gotteu a response. Should our suit be granted we'11
be applyirg for a Las Vegas Night pemit rithin the
hour; should they deay it re probably have the
justification, if not the capital, for a serj-ous
appeal. As Mike put it, it's sort of a Catch-22
situation: if they declare us a Party, we then have to
fight the state for ba1lot-status, rhich they von't
grant; i.f they declare that re're not one, then re
ril1 by all rights be eatitled to the Yegas liceuse
(which they don't raut to give us, for fear that, as
the Uoburn City Clerk put it, "Tip 0'Neil1 and George
Bush ri1l be next at the roulette rheel..."). Stay
tuned. . .

ln LFM Rounion?: Severef LIlt aetivists 'past snd prosant, brunehad togothcr thr
dey after thr Convontj-on.

0n the legislative front, the LPl,t fi1ed, through
legislators, four bi11s in the 1981 session. Three of
then, all dealifg rith various aspects of naking
ba1lot status and naiatenance easier for everlrbody,
never nade it out of connittee and rere quickly
round-fi1ed. The fourth, sponsored and even supported
by Rep. Yillian Galrria (O-Brigtrton), roulil bring a
$25O-naxiaum tar credit to anyone proviili.ng that nuch
toward a child's education in or out of the public
school systen. Su4rrisingly, this one is stil1 being
considered, and ni-ght even reach the floor for a vote
(see Ton Glass's article, elserhere in this issue)
The kieker is that the credit would be open to aDyoue
-- rith or rithout chiidren--since donations for
scholarships, athletic programs and similar measures
could be used as re1l. A corporation could tleduct up
to half of its liabilities for such a donati.ou, rhj.le
individual taxpayers night Eever have to pay another
cent to keep Fast Edtlie King's li-uousines trlnnirg,
proviiled that tbey put their Eoaey rhere it coultl tlo
some real good, for a change. The bill is House Bill
#SZaO (es ia hor uaay feet in a uile?); rrite and call
your legislators toilay and urge their support for it.
l{eution the effect oa cutting scbool speniliag budgets
rhile you're at it...

o

A fiaal note, and a chance to toot ny ora horn a
bit. As nany of you kaor, the April 1981 issue of l{er
{gg magazine has a storlr written by the editor of tE
rag. Ifhat you oay not be arare of j.s that lightnirg
nay strike twice, or three ti.mes, verTr soon: the naga-
zj.ne nou has another of ny rorks in hand, aad by the
tine the Denver convention ro11s arouad they shoultl
have priated both it and an article f'n doing on Bob
Poole, based on hls recent tri.p to Bostoa in lt[arch.
Furthe:more, Bob hiuself has connissioned me to do aa
intervier with "Groring Uithout Schooling' author and
educator John Holt for probable use ia Reason sonetime
nert fa11 or ui,nter. Other things are !&t-iig; it's
easy to see rhy I'n desperately looking for sone help
in getting this nersletter out oa a reasonable
schedule again...

D-DAY APPROACHETH

...Aad I don't oean June 5tbl Desriniaslization Day,
1981, rilt occur on July J, the tlay before the rest of the
country celebrates its "independence'.

Sterted by Robert Bakhaus, a California Libertarian
rith grand proootional skills, tro years ago, D-Day ri.Il
probably be a national event this time' rith rallies and
tlenonstrations and ra.l1ies ell over the 1antl. Here in
ll[assachusetts re hope to be doing sonethiag ourselves' but
thj.ngs are still in the planaing stages so far.

Anyone rishj.ng to belp out rith a festival affimiag
our right to eat, drink, snoke' iahale or othemise irgest
shatever re rish, or to trausact business for whatever
purposes we ri.sh, or to geoerally be left the heII alone'
contact ne through LIBERTY aad re'I1 see what we caa do.

I

By Ton GIass
As naa;r of llassachusetts' publlc school districts are

faciag fiscal problens, private educetioa 1e looklag nore
and aore attractive to uany pareuts. In response to this
auareaess and the need for loca1 school tlistricts to
reduce educatj.onal costs in response to Prop 2 L/2, I
thought that this year rould be a good tj,ne for the
introductioa of an etlucational tar creilits bill at the
state leve1.

At uy request, Bepresentative Uilliau Gakin
(O-arighton) introtluced House !28O, concerring educational
tar credits. lhis bill ras rritten by Bill Burt, forter
llational Director of the Libertariatr Party, for the
National Tarpayers Uniou in California ia 1979. It has
the sene forrat as the proposal endorEed by Etl Clark at
the national leveI during bis 1980 Presialential caupaign.

the bilL provitles for a $e5O per year credit against
state iDcome tares for aqyoae Paying educatioral etpeuses
on behalf of aay student, aged kiadergarten through
co11ege, enrolled io . @. It has
BaEy interestiog Poiats to offer:

o Under the bill's provi.sions, a tarpayer could
donate Eoney oa behalf of children ia three ways: as a
tlirect payuent to a chosen stuilent; as a paJment to a
scbool, rhich rould then ilistribute the noney to

. indivitluals in neeil; or to a charitable orgaaization,
rhich woultl thea provi-de scholarships to indivitluals.

o "Tarpayer' is tlefinetl in the bill as either aa
individual or a corporation. Although indiviiluals
coultt tleduct up to lOOl of their tar liabilities,
corporations could only use 5Oi or less of their ora
liabilities.

o Donatioas aeed Dot be only for scholarships iu
lieu of tuition payueats, but could apply to ).ab fees,
athLetic costs, fieltl trips, etc. This is rhy it is
ca1led an education tar creilit.

o Ehe bill is uaiquely clesigned to neet constitu-
tional challenges, oa tro fronts: it is nore than just
a tuition crediti and (nore irnportaatly) it prorides
credits for public as rell as private schools. Lorer
courtg have throra out prerious bills becauss most of
the beneficiaries of tar reductioas heve been
religious sehools. But rith theee tuo ailtled facets,
Ilouse 5280 reduces the probabilit5r of such challenges,
and clearl,y states that its purpqse is tbe prorision
of cboice ia education.

o This credit is aot a eubsidy, but a tar reductioa
to allor iodlviiluals Eore ehoice ia hor tbey spend
tbeir ora roa€y.

fte $25O figure hae beeu criticized b3r sone
Libertariaaa as beirg too lor; they argue that sililar
bills proposed ia Califoraia aud the Digtrict of Cohubia,
aad during the 198O Clark caupaign, all bait a larger
($fZOO) credit ia uiad. lheir nain poiat i.s tbat $25O
rill not really give sufficieat iacentive for 1or iacome
plrrents to oake the eritcb to better schools for their
chililrea.

Iet the tuition at South Boston Heights Acadeny ras
onty $325 per year for first grade, and $9r5 for higb
school. seniors in 198O, nary Catholic schools are
sinilarly priced. Sti11, if I had this to do over again,
I'at introduce a bill rith hi.gher amounts.

I loreretl the figure fron previ.ous attenpts because I
thought thaf the revenue loss to the state rould be bard
to sel1 ia the State House. Tbis bill' horever, can be

sold as a partial solution to Prop 2 l/2. Ihe general
idea is that governmeat schools spend nuch more per
student than private schools alo. As students leave the
government schools iu favor of private education, eosts to
the public systen are reduced fer nore thaa the revenue
loss fron the tax credit. Theee savings nay then be
distributed betreen the state and the locaI level, so that
no branch of goveranent must bear the entire financial
strain.

I have coatacted oany orgaaizatioas rhich can be
poteati.al allies in lobbying for this bill. The only
entusiastic respoase go far, horever, has been fron the
Association of Christian Schools.

the nain inpetus for House 528O nust ultinately coue
from parents aad non-pareats nakj.ng their state

legislators ayare of their support for the bi1l. fith
euough pressur€ in the right places re car paes this bj'll
in ltassachusetts. lake the tine to call your
represeatative aud seuator to voice your sruPPort' todaJr.
the nert fer noaths riIl be crucial, as it ri'nalg j'ts uay
frou cooaittee to f1oor. Let's not let tbis opportuaity
pase us b5rl

-FAarq Pe L-- Li#RrY /rilE*=
(cA), Larrence lrtcDonald (oA), John Ashbrook (0i{), Jaues H.
Collins (TI) aua Ron Paul (Ttr).

f,eaarhile, here ia the Bay State there is a resolution
pendirg to adopt the Li.berty Aaendneut. Although it does
not have nuch nomeutnn rithia the legislature as yet, thc
efforts are being coordj.nated by David Groseack of Hul1,
rho nay be contacted througb LIBEItI if you rish to aid
tbe cause.

CLASSIFIED( S? )

SEI.F HIE{OSIS

is easily learaed aud applied by aryone. Reail a couciBc
and professional Suide to auto-sr.rggegtioa for habit
correction, inereaeed self-coafidence aad better 1ivi,u6.
Sead $f to Kenbena Associates, Bor 325, lfantasket Beach,
il c2045.

WANTED : COT,IPULSIVE LIBERTARIANS : :
Ilel.lo, folksj Rigbt nor you're probably aski.ng

yourself, "Hor nuch }onger ar I gonaa subscribe to this
nutcase's ravingg, rith ao guaraatee of yhen I'1I see tbe
nert issue, rith ao idea rhat rill be ia it, and rith no
conceivable iaterest in vhatever 1t is?"

The ansrer is j-a your hands, because uuless sonebody
else begins to shor oore than passiug j.nterest ia rhether
or not Liberty actually sees print oa raadon occasion it's
not going to last much loager. Iu the year or rnore that I
have beeu eilitj.ng this neysletter (this tine anouad, that
is) :.t has goae fron a profeesioaally typeset production-
crey operation to a spo:adi.c product of a ballcy tygevriter
to al-nost nou-eristeace. The ner neuber: amoDg you
probably havea't heari arythirg fron the locaI partSr
ercept fuad-raisiag solicitations since the election. Tbe
old folks have geen this act before, cnd the last tine I
did it Lee l{ason stepped in to eave the bacoa.

But she's got too auch to tlo aL.eaily, as have nost of
the ceutral-cone activistg of 1o16 etauding. (Tbe reet
are i.n their buraout Etages; having been there at least
trice before ryself, I havc uothlng bnrt qnpat\r, and
gratituoe for their past efforts, to offer theo.) It's
ti.ue for a Esr begirniag...i! so Laqlr yaya, aad the
nersletter is just one of tbea.

It's not as iJ I'u aakirg to g:ivs up the rhole Liberty
pmcesa; all I'n looklng for ig sooe help frou tice to
tloe. I enjoy ediEng the copy, and I love beiag ablc to
take a fer re11-ainea(Z) potsbots at the uuck3ruucks in tbe
LP partyercbgr, loea1 aad natiorol. I also like planniag
the ray pages rill be orgaaized, and pasting up the
boards, aud eveu setting the t5rpe on oceagioa.

Uhat I doa't like ie that ever since last June or so,
I"ve been bavire to do AJ,L OP IHE ABOVE, or !!@[ does
not go out. Adal to this the fect that noet of the nailing
and stuffj.ng gets done j-n ny liviag-roou (aatl I'n faced
rith the choice of trying to orgaaize a nailirg-party
(shich I'n terrible at, because I hate asking people to do
things by phone), or do the rhole 2OO+ piece job by
uyself, as I have for the last tro allegett issues), aad
you can perhaps understaud my annoyaDce rith the uhole
project.

Let ne put it this ray: IHIS IS tHE LAS1 ISSUE 0l
LIBERTY TO BE PRODUCED BI A ONE PERSOI TASK FORCE::
GIFI get some seri.ous offers of help--rith rritiug, or
editing, or paste-upr or typing eopji', or organizing the
oailirg and collating routine--one of the moveuent's best
newsletters (according to nunerous peopte around the
country) will go under. I au quite rilling to help anyone
rho rants to learn about the publishing business; I ri.II
also be available to D0 nuch of the work that has to be
done. But unless I get sone real support you can 86 this
litt1e game; I have too naay things to do involvj.ng ny
basic survival, rithout ertending nyself even farther and
fioding nobody cares euough about it to lend a hand...
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No/a Leyland Mike Conpos
LIBERTI: Let's start sith the beginning. \fhat rere your first
i.mpressions of the CAX,D confeleuce, upon arriving in Detroit?

card conference

(1 to r) : Erie OtKecfo, LP Natic.lna1 Dlrsctor; s[lf Burt,
Rcp. to Netlonal CornlLteo; Barbara Anderson, Citizons
I(.,t2, LPt{ ncnbar and breekfast s poakcr, all addrcss lng

LPM CONVENTION THE BIGGEST ONE YET::

rSqA Pq.L
education outsiale tbe public school systen. Rather thaa
being restrictetl to parents oa1y, this provi.sion ras to be
applicable to ary iadiviilual or corporation tlonatirg such
a suo to a private scholarship funtl ae re11.

ftre tlispute over the resolution concerned its
vaguenessr. Ilovever, thaaks to the passionate plea of Lee
llasoa, a Canbridge houeorner, roother aad architectural
planaer rith inpeccable Party credeatials, the tide yas
turned. "lhis is aot a perfect Libertarian documeatr" she
readily aduitteil, "but it ls terribly ioportant that re
eaable at least soEe parents to puII tbeir kiils out of the
public schools. fhey are oiseducatiug our students, and
diverting euolnous amounts of tine, tsoaey and attention
aray frou freedon and into socialist and authoritariaa
styles of thinking. If re don't nake sone start on this
probleo aor, in 20 years re'I1 be surrouaded b5r a rhole
bunch of illiterates rho believe in collecti.rrisn."

AIso ou the day's program rere a brealdast speech by
Horard Katz, author of "the Paper Aristocracy" aud other
rorks; a rorkshop on Iocal organizing, featuring Citizens
for Linited Taration Director Barbara Audersoa and a pair
of naticaal LP figures; aatl banquet speaker Robert Poole,
author of the tar-cuttiag Bible, "Cuttiag Back Cj.ty Ha11".

Katz presented a history of left and liberal
doctriaes, fron l{arrisn to the l{er Deal, and concluded
that none of these pro-state nanifestatj.ons could
seriously lay claim to "humaneaess", but rere rather
derivetl fron coaservative aud feuilalistic antecedeats. IIe
blaned "the spllt betseen liberty aad conpassj.on" for the
failure of libertariaa elements, from both the right and
the left, to have any significaut influeuce during the
195Os.

Auderson, speakiDg on coalition buililing tlespi.te a
paiaful back ailnent rhich kept her staudiug throughout'
ras greeted rith a rousing ovatlon. She began by stating
that "the real coalition" had been forged by the atti-? l/2
forces, and narveled at hor "they got then all to sit alorn
iu the saae roon, and stay there lorg eaough to agree on
souething. "

She resisted the tenptation, even rith a rar"e friendly
audience, to attack her erstuhile opponents, or evea to
lash out at the politicians rho hatl nade the referendum so
neceasery. 'It's not that politicians are feeding on the
tarpayers," she saj-d. "fhey just doa't krow hou to cut.
Por years tbey've done aothirg but increase budgets, aad
Iarachusetts has grorn so fast, it's reaI1y roore like
'Topsy-chusetts'.' She noted that tbe reek after the
elections she had received several caIls fron state
legislators, asking for advice on rhere the first cuts
should cone.

Despite Anderson's local proninence, hovever, the
unquestionable star of the d,ay ras Bob Poole. As editor
of Reason uagazine, a foruer Local Governmeut Center
cousultant to cities in nine differeat states, an }[T
graduate and a recognized erpert oa more-for-less in
nuui.cipal budgets, he had speat the previous J6 hours on
the radio talkshor circuit, dealing rith the topic of his
banquet speech, "Capitaliziag on 2 L/2".

PooIe unveiled a "Ten-Point Plan for Boston" which
stressed privatization, user-fees and cosnsolidation of
agencies as rays to streamline bloated city budgets. "We

all rightly look dorn our noses at the failures of

fornor Dlroctor, now R.gional
for Linitcd Taxetlon; Hqrard
L,Fli Convcntion 81.

socialized nediciae and steelnills in Great Bri.tain," he
said. "But it uever seeros to occur to us that there night
be sonething f,rong rith socialized garbage collection, or
recreation, or flre departneats...The ansrer to these
overlriced,.irflerible rhite elephants is not to bail theu
out, but to desociallze then, and return then to the
narketplace. There's no reason rtly the reats of the poor
shoulal be paying for golf courses and teauis courts for
the upper-niddle clas's. "

Antl for the servlces the poor do use regularly, Poole
reconnended ilirect subsidies, coupletl rith scholarsbips
and free passes sponsored by Iocal business aad con-unity
groups in exchange for tar-credits. 'Ifot everybody is
tlisadvantagedr" he said, 'and there's no reason to treat
society like we're e!! on re1fare." He noted that nany
hospitals in Anerici-a-lready take on a percentage of 1or-
and aon-paying patients, rithout the slightest incentive
fron tar-writeoffs.

"Ue have tlevelopetl the kind of yelfare state society
uhich. has given people all sorts of iacentives to be
stupidr" Poole concluded. 'But sornehov they nanage to
find aad buy food, clothing, recorals, cars, ete. B5r anit
large they doa't get totally ripped off or clefraucled.
Ihey have j.acenti.ves to learu sonethiag about beiag a
snart consumer, hou to oake decisioas, and so'forth. It's
rea11y seling people short to aesume that just because
they've never been asked to nake decisions ebout things

- T?A,V 6-

By now it's been th"ee nonths since the deal rent dorn in Detroit. The tr'irst
(and perhaps last) National Convention of the CoaLition Against Registration and
the Draft (cmo) nas been written up in just about every iibertarian publi.cation as
either (1) a temporary setback, or (e) a major noral victory for the libertarian
movenent. surprisingly littIe has been nade. of the actual events which Ied to what
sone have called a'disaster for the peace movement.

tr'irst, the facts--as nearly as re've been able to decipher then. A national
convention was held at llayne state university, Detroit, Michigan, in mid-February.
0ver a thousand activists fron all over the country, and frorn every ideological
camp ' atteniled. The conference considered nunerous issues, not all of rhich weredirectly related to the draft. Authoritarian elenents at the conference, 1ed by
the Socialigt Uorkers Party (othertise kno*n as the "Trots", for Trotslgrites),
attenpteil to take over the leadership and prestige of CARD for thelr orm ends. The
takeover was at least sonerhat successful...

The following is a partial transcript of an interview with two €ctive
left- libertarian nembers of the Boston Alliance Against Registration and the Draft
( mmp) . Nora Leylanil, 27 , and Mike Conpos, 17 , have been with BA-ARD f ron its
inception over two years ago, and were anong the sna1l contingent of
non- authori tarians attending the Detroit debacle in Febnrary. In an effort to get
at the t"uth of what happened, from a sonewhat nore objective viefl?oint than usual,
this interview (conductecl in early Aprj"l) is offered.

fl
NORA: Ye hadn't beea ia Detroit too long before re realized the
front-groups holilirg the conventiou--Detroit CARD aad Cass Tech
Hi.gh School CAiD--rere S{P-control1ed. It was obvious fron the
proposals they'at subnitted and fron the large nurnber of very
heavy goon-styJ.e narshalls' rho rere everyvhere.

One of the first things that happened ras oa Friday nigbt,
when Darrid Affler (gAAlp actirist) ras trying to pass out
coples of the BAARD Resistauce Reoslution. lle ras stopped by
these narshal-ls, including one guy fron Pittsburgh CARD, A1
Duncan, who re knor is defiuitely SYP. They were into strong
physical force and were ready to use it to stop David fron
leafletting

fe rere very nuch interested in pushiag CARD to take a
pro-resistance (pro-non-regietrati.on) stance, by openly
eacouragiag people not to register. Thj.s has been the nost
effective ray to resist the draft re've fouad. there vas a lot
at etake in Detroit: CIXD rae ride open; the Priaciples of
Unity vould be bindiag; all that rent before was being scrapped
in favor rhat happeaed in Detroit;.re rere foruinS CARD aneu.

LIBERTY: Yas this a nutual decisj.on of all the participating
group6, or a railroaded edict?

NORA: I specifically asked that question. People rho were
planning to introiluce resolutions for the Principles of Uni.ty
sessioa were called to a special meeting beforehand -- vhich we
came to refer to as the "snoke-fl1led roon neeting -- and I
asked if ne were starti.ng fron scratch wlth CARD. Soneoue
there saitl the conference was wide open, and since nobody
contradicted that, that was the impression re rere under.
There rere 1200 of us there in Detroi.t, and CARD had never been
brought to a large neeti-ug like that before.

That neetinS, bX the ray, ras the first indicatiou of
things to cone. Throughout the weekend arSrone rho had a
proposal ras taken aside and attenpts were nade to have that
proposal consolitlatetl with others and/or watered down or
coupronised. It rag also the first inalicati.on that there ras a
Iot of sentinent against the Libertarians, aucl ia favor of
I>ushiDg then out.

IIIKE: I{e had a neeting Fritlay ni8ht, caucusi.ng slth sone people
tre thought re'd be able to rork wi.th, at lea,:t on the
r.esolutioa to "encourage people oot to register". At argr rate,
we wcre iliscussing the defeuse of people rho had not
registered, and one perlron saj.cl, "Ife1l, you certainly rouldn't
raat to defend a Libertariaal"

NORA: We freaked out...

I{IKE: I thought David Affler ras going to pop }rin one...

NORA: Pron that poiat on, re resisted any attenpt to change or
soften our resolutioa aLl the ray to the floor. I even pointed
out at this pre-ueeting neeting that we had cone with a
proposal fron a group, antl had no authority to change it until
i.t haal at least been preseuted on the f1oor. They seened to
have forgotten this, but then democracy nas not what you'd call
rampant at this corference.

LIBERTY: I{hat was the structure of the conference?

NORA: There uere thr.ee sessions. Saturday aftertoon ras
Priociples of Unity, Sunday roorning was for Specific Action
Proposals, and Suaday afternoon rras for Basic Structure.
Origj.nal1y, Saturday night ras for Acti.ons, but we ran over.

Saturday began with rules subnitted by the preseat CARD

leaders, calling for a 2/3 vote on most things afi 1/4 to pass
Principles of Uaity. this ras iunediately challenged by alnost

FROM THE CHAIR

This coluna ras a regular feature in LIIERTI several
years ago, and as your ner State Chair I au going to
revive the traditiou. I hope to cover current Party
acti.vities so that all nenbers siU knor where the LPil is
going and rhere help is nost needed.

This year's State Coaventioa ras a great guccess ard
those of you rho tlid not attead should try to nake it to
the '82 Convention. One of our najor goals this year is
to prepare for the gubernatorial election Bert f,ear, end

this requires a lot of help rith fundraising activiti-es.
The Party has recently gone to court to obtain a favorable
rulirg that woultl allow us to hold "Las Yegas ltights".
One of these fuactions aloae could raise $J,OOO or uore,
but it rill requj.re 1O to J5 menbers to nrn the shor.

Another area the Party is becouing active in is
legislatioa at the state level. Ue have had several biUs
introduced this session, includiag one dealiug rith tar
cretlits for private educatioa, and there are Eore in the
rorks.

As a final note all uerlbers ril1 be receiving pledge
cards sooa, and I eacourage all. of you to pledge as nuch
as you can afford for the 1982 canpaign. Renenber, if re
can get 11 of the vote ia that guberaatorial election we

ril1 have petmaneut ballot status. the savings iu tine'
eaergy aud noney fron uot having to petition for the '84
Presi-itential electiou and others ia the future is
sonething to keep in nind as Jrou fill out the cards.

No:m llacConnell,
LPI{ State Chair rvllllTc N,6
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ever7oae there, and a clear uajority vas nrled sufficieut for
all decisions.

The Principles of Uaity session ras fairly re1l doae' l{any
proposals vers coaEitlered and paesed, incluilinS oae against
national service, rtr-ich BAARD introduced.

I{IKE: I sboulil interject here that although that resolutioa did
paas, only about 2/5 of the coaference voted. This intlicated
ihat ,as to cone, aa one of our nembers who used to be rith SfP
noted that wheuever there vas an issue the STP had no party
positioa on, their neubers didn't vote at all'

NORA: And so the notion passed.

MIKE: Overrheluiagly. Antt after that, any tiue there'd be a
vote there rae a large bloc of people voting 1ate. Oae grry

rould raiee lris hand, aad the others rould all fol1or. It ras
really very funn5r.

NOBA: Tuo or three hundred of thenl

LIBERTY: That nuch lockstep?

MIKE: That nuch lockstep.

NORA: The overall seutinent ras that this rae SWP vying rith
CARD for control. I hadn't }oorn it uatil a fev reeks before
the confereace, but the o1d CABD board consisted of 5 rhite
Ben; I ras really ehockeal to find that out, but Barry Lynn,
Duaae Scbeuk, Ton Palmer, l{itch Atlelstein of ADA, and..'the
1arryer.. .

MIKE: Darrid Landau.

N0RA: Right. Anil rith Duane beirg one of tro CARD staff-
uenbers, and tbe otber beiag a ronaa' rho ras not oa the
Board. . .

TIBEBTY: llen douiaated radical groups ia the 5Os, the ?Os' aa'l
nor the 8Os. Nothing changes, it rould seem. But gettiag back
to the coaference busiaees: uhat sort of planks did get passetl?

[oRA: There was support for niuorities, aud ronen, and l{ati've
Aoericans. ..

I{IKE: A basic anti-racism P1ank.

IIORA: Yes, and "noney for jobs, not rar", which the
Libertariana yere aot too happy about. Antl then there rae our
resigtance plaak; re tried hard, but with support fron ouly the
Uar Resisters League...

MIKE: And the Iipptea.

I{ORA: And the Iippies, and rhatever other anarchists rere
present, aad the iCp (nevotutionary Coumuaist Party) ' se rere
the darlinge of the RCP by the tine it uas over.

the basic debate over our plank iuvolved laaguage' rhether
to use 'encourage" or "support". tle uanted strongly to
eaeourage people aot to reSister; ce felt it ras very nuch a
responsibility, kaorirg vhat re kDor, to cone ri-ght out and

teI1 people that their safest course -- the best choice anorg
no good choices -- rae aot to register at all.

A ratered dora versioa fiaally passeil, rhich spelleil out a

rhole range of resistaace forrns and kept the iutent of our
origiral iotion for the nost part. It also ha6 no reference to
the rord "nou-vio1eat", rhich ras also fiae rith us' Ye hail

included it in the first place in hopes that it rouLd help it
to pess, aud uhen it was dropped, nonody in BAARD was-
pariiculary upset. I thiak it's a te:m which has ilifferent
ueanings to aifterent people, aad a 1ot of us are sort of
Quaker-pressured into it, rhich I resent'

LIBERTI: Uithin the LP re've had problens ylth that issue. The

I98O aati-draft resolution al'most bogged dorn over lt, 
-and

yorr't" right -- there are almost as nany ilefinitioas of the
rord as there are theories on rhere rights come from'

lloRl: That's sort of true...Anyray, that coacludetl Saturday for
the uoct part, elcept for a fes little things" '

I{IKE: Let me back up a little, though' 0n Saturday tbere rere
tro cheirs: lloma Al"t"r frou l{gBE (UoUttiz"tiou for Sunrival)
aad Jia Lafferty, rho is bacically a nouthpicce for SfP,
although he doegn't officially beloag. Ehe ilebate procedure
rrc alierDttiag pro aad coa oa each lssue, eo thlnge got
prcrootcd, tlespitc the teadency of Lafferty to call oa-people
iho could prcelnt a good case for his siale, aad lesa eloquent
apc*crs oo U.U"tf of tbe opposlte arguueat' But at leaet

THE SONG OF THE DRAIN

there's uothirg so bad aa etr overflov drain
To take the fun out of baths.
If a nan vaats to overflor it should be
Ilis businesgr not theirs.
And if he doesa't raat to, let hin
Uatch his nrnning raterl
You'11 notice they don't have those clrains
On toilets rhere they'it be useful.
I thiak I'11 plug up the overflov drains
For a fer of the houses here.
Iou'11 see a Iittle Panic at firgt
lihen they realize they've got to choose,
But after theY get used to it all
You'II see then splash thcir thaakc.

Joanna Lancaster

things did get aired, rith no issf ssrernirtg or dj-ssenslon.
It the erd of tbe Saturday sessioa re hail onej issue left to

discuss: nuclear pouer and reapons.

LIEBTI: I raated to ask about that. Uas there a feeling that
the corference ras prinarj.ly conceraed rith aati-draft rork,
and opposirg iaterveutionisn abroad? 0r ditl the rhole 'agenda'
-- I hate that rord the ray it's noy used -- of other j.ssues
get brought to the floor ia the guise of broadeaj.ng the debate?

N0R.A: I think people assumed ue'd rork on the ilraft, but that
there rere other issues that rould be raised as reI1. fe yere
vorking against the draft aad rar, but there are lots of i.ssues
re c8a't ignore as hunan beings, and if ye can't give tine to
theu at least re caa state hor re feel about then.

I{IKE: fe trieil to tie in the draft each time, shorirg hor
nilitarisn and conscri.ptioa affected a given issue.

LIBERTI: But there are ilifferent rays to do things like this.
One thing which bothers ne about the !le1 King organized
People's Coalition here j-n Boston is the teadency to Iet the
so-cal1ed "ageada' itens overshador rhatever najor issue they
are'rorking on. Failiag to see that the issue at hand is of
prinar1r concene, they sonetines ali.enate a lot of potential
supporters for local actioa on areas of agreement.

NORA: tor that I thirk about it, it ras pretty clear once we

got dora to 1t that there rere only a fer itens in the
Priociples of Uaity that tlirectly relatetl to the draft, aad
those rere tbe ones BA.IXD introduced: the resolution against
aational service, antl the resistaace one. I guess you caa see
rhere BAIRD is couing fron, at 1east.

LIBERTY: The nert sessioa ras Sunday's Action Plenary. What
happenetl there?

NOBA: Ue1I, it started about an hour late, for one thing. Aad
rhen they tlid start there rere the Cass Tech High School
people, rho rere SYP tbroughout, demanding to be heard' so they
H€!€. Nobody voted on it; the chair just saitl, in effect'
"shut up aad listea". It was like se were in church...

LIBERTI: Ue11, after all, it ras Sundayl

I{0RA:...So they got these four Cass Iech people each speaking
for about five ninutes or so, aad it ras right out of the
fueking [}!!g[, of course, but re had to sit and U.sten to
their garbage. But that ras just tbe beginni.ng.

I{IKE: After the speeches, the co-chair, a bIack, rell-dressed
ronan frou SUP, starteil the session, rith ahost these eract
rords: "l{ov that ve've heard fron the high school students, our

flenog - Fqari Pfr L-
assault", aail fiuetl. He refused to pay it, aad was throrr:
in. jaiI.

Other prisoners rere offered reduced seatences if tbey
coulcl shave Joseph; tro tried, both faileit' Palner got
Ietters out to the rorltl through his son, ard they rere
publisbed in the litagsachusetts Ueek1y Spy. He natle the
poiat that the Coastitution gave hin the freetlom to rear
iuat te rished, thereby beconing another in the long liae
of Anericans rho thiak that scrap of paper is sonehor
sacrosanet in the face of the onslaughts of judiciary
types.

Palner's cause ras taken uP by the likes of Alcott'
Thoreau and Emersou. 'After a year he had so inceased the
jailers that they tolit hin to leave his ceII' He refused,
unless they first publicly adnitted that he had the right
to ralk beatded if he so pLeased' Oae tlay the jailers
just lifted hin, chair anil all, aad carried the lot into
the street anil left hin.

Joseph bought a piece of good fartlantl called
Fnritlands, rhich lay nearby. and spent the rest of his
life nrnning it as aa "asylum for vaifs, and tramps, and

uen rith beards.' Uhen he died in 1875, his tonbstone ras
canred, rith an inscription rhich readg, in part'
"Persecuted for Yeariag the Bearrl".

first Action proposal rill be presented by Jiu Lafferty.' l{o
raising of haads, no procedure at all.

She also aunouaced that proposals rould nor have "open
dj-scussj.on', rith 2O mi.autes per propoaal aud erteusions as
needed.

!{IKE: lheoretically, Robert's Rules rere ia force.

l{0R.4: They even had a parlianentariau at the tab1e...

IIBERTY: More SYP?

l{0RA: llo, AFSC (Anerieaa Friends Service Connittee), but he
night as rel1 bave been...

UIKE: (to Nora as re1l) I founit out later he belongs to both
groups, so he ras SUP, too.

LIBERII: Nor it nakes sense hor they pulled it off. You cn,
railroad anythi.ng if the parliaaentariau is i.n the bag.

I{IKE: Auyray, as Lafferty cane forrard I stootl up to be
recogaized. Since ye uer€ in the third ror they had a hard
time ignoriag roe. I hollered, "Point of Order", and the chaj.r
said, "Sit dorn...Iou're out of orderl"

LIBERII: A point of order is out of order? Interestirg...

I{IKE: I finally got the fIoor, though, and pointed out that
they hadn't finished the Principles of Unity froo the aight
before -- the auclear resolutioa, that is -- and askeil rhen
they rould tleal rith it. lhey sai-tl, 'fe don't }oror. UOBE's
rorkirg oa it. But ue'lI cover it later today".

So I sat alora. But tbat ras the begianirg of a very loog
tlay...

LIBERTY: Uhen ras the ralkout of the Libertariaas. lfas it
during the clebate over "ttloney for Jobs, llot Yar"?

I{ORA: I{o, they diiln't ralk out tben, although they diit oppose
that resolution iu the l{onday neetj.ug, rhich 1s auother story.

They ralked out over & ertreoely principled issue, during
the iutrotluction of sorne Support Resolutious at the Acti-on
Plenary. One of these was sutnitteil by the Johu Brora
Anti-K1aa Connittee, the renaants of Prairie Fire, rhich is
part of the oId Ueather Untlergrouud 0rgnnislqg Corooittee. It
ras a resoluti.oa supporting SUAPO (Southrest Africaa People's
Orgaaization), autl it had soEe pretty specific language ia it,
like recognlziag SUAPO as the "sole legitinate repreeentative
of the people of Namibia", aad sonetbiag ebout ar-ed stnrggle.
Aayray the proposal ras pertectly cfear, anil people seened to
knor shat they vere voting for. It passed.

After the Action Session eatled there yas a tro-hour break
before the Stmcture Session. Uhen re came back iu, the
parlianentarian, rho happened to be black (uiuorities rere used
like a club over everyone's head at tbis coaference) rae actitrg

IIORA: I think those of us in BAARD, rho rork hard agaiast the
tlraft, youldn't be involved in a group rhich aH_ala't have the
nost progressive positlon on all the uajor issues. So to
ansyer your question, that alidu't bother Ee; in fact, I sort of
likett it.

-'fuRI{ToG, g-

Cutgolng Lfl{ Chalr Jln PouILn
looks on r,s Bob Poo1e outllncs
hls xTon Polnt HLen for Bostonrt
during the banguct sp.ach.

coilvH{floil -r11ofi ?e +-
likc private education, or garbage collection' or
traanportatioa, that tbey couldu't do it i:l givea the
opportuaity.

"It's the syaten, not the people, rhlch is urcag aatl
accds to be repJ.aced."

Aleo on the agenda ras tbe electioa of state party
offlcers and ttelegatee to the natioaal couvention ia
Dcuver this Arrguet. FiUirg pooitioae oa tha state
connlttee ra6, aB usua1, a bit like finilfug cantlidatca
rl11lag to nra for any Libertartaa canpaiga, but as alrayr
seven erss rer€ sufficiently tristed to cause their
attacbeil persous to say, 'I d,o". Holilovers include Suc
Poulia (later chosea Finauci.al Offi.cer), Steve triavard
(once again Erecutive Director), Lee Uebber and IIom
I{acConnell ( our ner Presltling Officer/Chair). Ner faccs
this tiue are Dinitri Rotor, Michael Reilly and Hosard
Pearce (Recording 0fficer).

Delegate selection was equally painful, but 12

caailitlatee rere eventually fouad aad shaaghaied. AloDt
rith the aboveneutioaed Rotos, Pearce, llebber and
Trdnrard, those choseu included fo::aer State Conuittec

. nembers Iree Nason, Jin Poulin' Bill Hurst, Ualter Ziobro'
Jr. and Tou G1aes, as reII as forioer LP State Rep.
caaditlate John Shanley of Dorchester and Uestfield' Alan
Burnett of Leri.ngton, and Joan Kennedy Taylor' Seni'or
Editor of Libertarian Revier and a fotner LPI'I activist and
longstaudirg neuber.

At presstime there is a cbance that re rill be able to
charter a plane to the Denver festivitieg' thereby saviag
up to 5Ol off the usual fares. If thie does uork out,
there nay rell be room for adilitional passengers rhosc
late-August plaus opea up. Contact the LPI{ by uaiL or
phone (pos z5Lo, Boston o22o8, or (erz)-q25-44o2) tor
further details.
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IIBERTY: I take it that Robert'g Rules of Order rere aot in
effect?
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like he ras going to chair the sessiou hinself. He entertained
a tsotioa frou the chair to the effect that because soDe church

troups had had probleus rith the SUAPO resolutj.ou, it shoulal be

brought beck to the floor for reconsitleration'
This uas conpletely out of order...

LISEBTI: Particularly rith tbe parlianeatarian briaging it up" '

IIORI: Be spoke for like 2O uinutes, and re rere freakiug out'
junpirg up and screaming, "The Chair's out of ord'erl" He

rerused to r.ecognize anyone, though. 0h, I shouLtl neatiou that
they openetl up tbe session by trying to get people to thinl<
Davitl (lfffer) ras a cop' ia order to discredit us"'

So the l{auibia thiag got back on the f1oor, beeause of all
sorts of organization blacloail garbage, and they voted to
reconsider it. I{ike l{orgau, a l{amibian representative to the
U.S., reut out to draft a ner resolutioa yhich left out "Ar"med

Stmggle". He rrote it, it ras voted on, ard it passed'

!{IKE: But one guy got up aad saiil he'd withdrav froa CARD if
this stooal, and noved for aaother recousideratiou. After a lot
qf gsrenniDt, the notion vas tabled. Itlorgaa went out to
rerrite it agaiu, cane back and ranted to iatrotluce the new

resolution. I got up antl poi.nted out that re couldn't do that'
since no actioa ras possible uatil re passed the tabletl
recoasiderati.on notion; until thea, the original resolutioa ras
still in effect. ! ras ignored conpletely, aad they said, "The

nev ootion is aor Passed..."

NORA: That's rhen the Libertariaas ralked out.

LIBERU: So it res nore a case of realizirg thetlno procedural
considerations rould stand ia tbe ray of the SYP juggernaut, so
to speak, rather than au i.ssue of particular Eoneat, that sent
then aray?

S0BA: Rigbt. Auil it vas real1y iateresting to see hor other
people raacted. Ye rere approached by someoae frou UACARD

(fashi.gton, D.C.'s ehapter) rhile re rsjs ssrsnning about this
blatant ilisregartl for the Process. Ue reren't coacerued about
the changea in the resolutiou, rhich was aetuelly stronger
rithout the rords 'arued struggle', because it vas nore all-
eacoupassing.

So the fAClnD persou cones up antt says, "Don't you realize
hor nuch better this proposal is than the other one?"

'Ye loor thatr' re said, 'But don't you care about the
pFocesa of hos these thiugs get dote?"

"Ie11, lookr" he said, 'at least re got riil of the
Libertariaael"

And I said, "I bave nothing to say to you. Go

arayl"...BAABD is the faction souetines aecused of not caring
euough about procegs, but here re rere scre,ning about tbe
authoritaria! ray the ueeti-rg. ras beiag nra, and hor on\r SP
people rere alloreit to speak. Througbout tbe rest of the
eonfereuce re got ao support frou the Peage noveueat, or the
other uajor forees thcre; only the uall frin6e parties rLicb
healn't yet beea cornrpted rere rilling to takc a starxd ritb us.

ITIIKE: ltaybc 2O or 5O out of about 6OO ia tbe roou.. .

ilORA: At ooe point f sar Lafferty uP on the platfora, and I
kaer tbst tbough he rasa't ary friead, he iliil haw the ability
to stop aU this. So I ralked dora the aigle aad got about
four fect fron the front of the room aad ras innediately
surrouDdd by about ten narshallg. Aud this big'dutle' A1

Duncaa, saysr'siddornl'
Ard I saiil,'I raat to talk to that guy." "Iou're not

talklng to aryone. Siddornl" And at this point I'm saying,
"Yho the fuck are you? Yhat tto you Inean I cau't talk to him?"

He turaed to our staff person, Julie, aud says "siddornl"'
And Julie says, "Look, I don't sit, I don't ro11 over, I don't
play tlead. Iou ranaa talk to ne, fine, but don't give tne any
orclersl " .

Anyray, just rhen it looketl like they were going to have us
all throra out of there, the TV caoeras came in. Ue all picked
up 4ersrpapers and hitl our faceg, as a syubolic protest of the
invasioa of privacy, rhJ.ch ras what re'd been screaning about
in the fi.rst place.

I guess the point I raat to oake out of all this ras that
our orn rordiness escalated because of the opposition. Ue sere
provoked continuously, aad rhen re responded they matle

accusatioas about "police ageuts in the crord, vho tend to be

disnrptive, like sone people here today." Ue nere sitting
there raiting for the clubs to cone dora on our heads. Ue'd
beea actirg out of principle aad felt this was very unfair'
People don't get aray rith that stuff in the circles ue taove

ia. And whea I heard the chant, "BAARD Shoutd Be Barredl" I
knew re yeren't goi,ng to acconplish ntrch nore'
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The Libertarian Party has come a long way
since its beginnings ten years ago. And this
summer, we're meeting in Colorado 

-birthplace of the parry 
- 

for a grand
celebration and a flying start into our second
decade.

Highlights of this historic gathering will
include panels, workshops, a reception in
honor of our three past presidential candidates,
a trip to an old gold mining town, a great
debate on the future of the party, and a gala
10th Birthday Banquet that will be talked
atiout for years to come.

For veterans and newcomers
alike, LP/10 will be an exhilarating

and memorable experience. Plan
now to be there.

Details to follow.
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He rere kept off the Interin Steerlng Conrnittee forted on
Ilonday because of our rordy behavior, I guess. Perhaps it ras
because we laughed in church.

LLBERTY: Uas there anything notable in the last sessi.oo?

II{IKE: The SYP's structure proposal passed, rhich allored
basically anyoue to belorg to CARD as long as they had sooe
meubers and paid their ten bucks. lhen they coultl be oa the
c6nmittee.

NORA: They ranted to hold four ueetings a year' rith ever7one
travellng to Yashington. This figured to keep local groups
frou having nuch to say, confinirg it to nati.onal groups, and
perhaps only the oaes SfP could funil. BAARD proposed regi.onal
groups, like l{er England; each regiou roulil send soueoae naybe
ouce or trice a year, aad holtl regioual neeti.ugs the rest of
the time. Ihis uoulal pronote nore local activity' antl the big
neetings could uove fron oae regiou to aaother.

But the SUP clearly yon' aad rith only about 5@ ia the
roon at the tine of the vote, aad oaly about JOO people
vott'49. Aad tbea everTone reat boue aad that ras it' ercept
for lloatlay, rhich ras.. .

I{IKE: Ibat's not quite tnre. Let ne interject about ry laet
fling at being productive.

N0RA: 0h, sorry, !tU.ke. I forgot about you nonent of glory.

I{IKE: After the SUP proposal passed, the chair said there rere
"one or tro uore bri.ef little things to cover' before
adjourairg. These rere iraocuous issues vhich roultl take naybe
three miautes to vote oa, she said.

I rose to a poiat of order, and although they tried to
igaore ne, I fiaal.ly got recognized. 'Finer" I said. "Now
re've had the shole day, and the first thing this noraing I
asked rhen re yere goiDg to finish the Principles of Unity.
Are re goiDg to vote oa the nuclear weapo[a plank and finish
lt?'

There ras aothing they could say; they hatl agreed ue yere
going to clo it, so reluctantly they 1et ne gi.ve ry speecb. Antl
then a MOBE nenber delivered their proposal, rtrich passetl
overrhefuningly, nuch to ugr surprise. It saial re opposed.
nuclear reapons, that we urged all people rorking for the
nuclear industry to go on a general strike, that re urged
nilitary personnel to refuse to use nuclear reaporur, ard that
re'd support aaSrone rho ilid resist. It ras the strongest plank
in the rhole coufereace, but they sere so uaprepared for rhat
he proposed that the SUP didu't hor rhat to do.

LIBERIY: Uhat's beea happeni.rg siuce the conference?

NORA: There yere a 1ot of rumors flying arouad that proved to
be untnre. One saicl the oltl CARD Board, the five rhite roea,
ha<t net llonday and overturnecl the Structure decisi,on. They
didn't, but they tliil vote to renain in coatrol until the aer
structure could be inplenented. Aa ilterin steering conmittee
was formed to ilevelop the ner structure, subject to approval
fron the old boartl. BAAXD ras ercluded fron this.

There ras a neeti.ng in early ilarch in D.C.' and BAARD went
i.n order to lobby for a seat on the committee. lfe got it' but
it took soroe work. There was also a propcsal to give tro votes
to uatioaal groups anil only one to regional and local onest; ue
fought this dorn the 1ine, too. The result ras a proPosal to
nake CAID conpletely open, to 1et aay glouP neeting basic
criteria outo the steering connittee: you needed ten menbersl a
tro-year eristence; and if you could affortl it you paiil the $10
fee. The first opeu CARD rneeting is to be held ou Juoe 5.

0n Tuesday night in Yashington, the old CAX.D Board net and
overtu-rned all this, stating that re had no authori.ty to do
such things. Atlelstein said that the grassroots groups yere
acting "l.ike a buncb of unmly children rho need a kick ia the
teeth'. (tUis gives you sone idea of hor unwilliag soue of the
Peace Eo are to give up their r.

LIBERTI: So j.t seeus as if tbe Trots couldn't even marage to
keep tbei.r porer-play itrtect for even a fev reeks before
soueone else grabbed a piece of the actiou.

l{084: Ye1l, the novemeut has tlefiaitely been fragnented
sonevhat by all this.

But there's souething nore inportant, uhich I alluiled to
before, ard it coultl have alaltiag possibilities for the future
of the aati.-ilraft noveneat. Ue are so sensitive about ninority
nepresentatioa that a1I a group bas to do to take charge is to
bring out its ninority nembers -- they can do no wrongl Ue sar
thi.s agaia in nid-ilareh at a neeting in l{er York, rbere the
Black Veterans for Social Justice alnost took over the neeting.

I doa't thiD} having five black roen is any better than
having five vhite Ben' or aJ,1 ronen, mnning things. It ras
specifJ.cally stated, though, that a vhite ronan could not run
against a black nan. The synpathies sould be divitled; and that
ras somehor not "politically correct".

TIBERTI (lfter a brief discussion of the Yernon Brora
situatioa, detailed elserhere in this issue): Ye seen to be

facing the sane problen rithin the Libertarian Party these days.

NOR-A: I think it's rea1ly inportant to deal rith this- A 1ot
of us in BAARD Eere very concerned about irow forkers Uorld and
others have been usirg the ninority thing -- rith a verT
anti-feninist strain to itl

LIBERII: l{hat about BAAnD's future? Hor does all this affect
that?

IIORA: Ue're goiug to be doirg this fcr a long tine as re see
it. Ye don't vaat an anti--draft ubveaeat rhich starts out
agaia as just aaother rirg of SYP or Uorkers Yorltl. Orassrootg
groups ar"e it; re do not rant to eee DatioDal organizati-ons
takirg over. Ue raat it to be nrn by those rho are oa the
streets organiziag, and re raat to participate only ou those
tetns. Ye're aot birirg buses to go to Yashington, ia order to
hear a bunch of pro-Soviet speeches.

LIBERTY: But hor caa it all be done? Hou can re bring about an
anti-authoritariau anti-draft noveuent, uhere special-interest
groups ard agentlas ar€ the baggage, but the priuary issue is
the draft?

t{0RA: I'n a decentralist.
local, or regional at nost.

I real\y feel the best organiziag is

LIIEBII: Caa this be stroag euough to overcone the nationalist
noveuents?

[ORA: Yell, CIBD is esseatially tlead, anrr p[f, (People's
Anti-Tar lrloveneut) aad Yorker's Yorltl have sustaiued a 1ot of
drnrge. I'u encouraged, though, bI looking at tbe nr.uber of
Broups in Bogtoa rhich are vorkiog on the ilraft and are
specifically uot parties bent on takiag over for other purpoaea.
There'g Pareuts Against tbe Draft, feeaagere Agaiast the Draft,
the l{ll.itar1r Lar Task Force (part of national Lanyers 0uj,lal),
the Veteraas groups, BAAX,D, Uonen 0rganized to Beeist the Draft
(fOru), the Counseling lfetrork...Tbere are at least nloe
specific groups aot aligaed rith aay kind of dogaatlc
philosopfu rhich rork around the draft isgue.

I think the Draft rill paea this grurer .rd ye'Il all bave
to be ready to rork together. For Bogtoa it looks great; I
dou't loor about the rest of the couutry.

It's so hard to rork rithout getting sucked into soue rj.gid
autboritarian progran, aad it seeuo to ne that you aluost bave
to go tbrough that first. Dorot\r seiil the otber tlay that if
ahe hrd Bever beeo in the Left, she'd never have thought of
e.arcblca; beirg on tbe Left viIl ibive you torard it, because
loct ttr:uctures are set up just lig" the governuent. l{ost
peace-establishneat groups and alnost all left-ring partiee are
that vay. The biggest r€ason for the grorth of aaarchisn
Iately is hos right-ring the teft is getting.

I tlou't care if people are fu11y developed anarchists or
rhat. As loag as they caa rreject authority aud hierarchy,
they're ou their way. Iilost of the people yalking around Boston
rho call tbenselves anarehi.sts dou't l-or the neaning of the
worri.
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