




"Outgoing Chair" surprised 

--

BY BOB KLAR 

On Monday night, August 18th, three dozen Libertarians 
met at The Hong Kong Inn on 47th Street, to honor ex
chairperson Ray Strong. 

The look on Ray's face when we yelled, "Surprise!" was 
caused by either:• 
A) Being genuinely surprised, because he had no idea that 
this was going to happen; or 
B) Wondering why we waited 5 months to do this; (Don't 
worry Ray, we didn't forget you-we wouldn't have taken 
the time to do this for any old dipshit only a week before the 
Convention, you know!), or 
C) A delayed reaction to the 12 lbs. of Szechuan pepper in 
the hot-and-sour soup that Ray must have had before he 
came upstairs. The last is the likeliest explanation, since 
everyone else looked just as surprised after eating said 
liquid-fire-in-a-bowl. 

After a Chinese smorgasbord, Lee Schubert made some 
humorous and appropriate remarks, and presented Ray . 
with an SX-70 Polaroid camera, as a token of our apprecia
tion for his efforts. 

Many thanks to Helene Oback for making the arrange
ments, Ray for an exciting and productive year, and the 
Chinese waiters for helping us figure out the bill in only 
one hour. 

[Editorial note: A problem arose over an announcement 
made by Fran Youngstein during the Strong dinner. Ms. 
Youngstein had told those at her table, "I'm running for 
mayor in 1977, "adding that this was official and for 
publication. The following week we received a request from 
Ms. Youngstein that we not print her declaration of 
candidacy. While we decided not to suppress the original 
announcement, we did invite Ms. Youngstein to amend or 
clarify her earlier statement. Ms. Youngstein declined to do 
so.] 

(continued from page 1) 

A-dearth of legally-qualified Suffolk residents who have not 
witnessed Conservative petitions precludes a meaningful 
drive for an FLP line this time around. So that ends this 
one for Virginia Walker. 

However, Ms. Walker has not ruled out the possibility of a 
future candidacy, expresses great interest in current FLP 
affairs, and remains deeply committed to the advancement 
of libertarian ideals. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

LIBERTARIAN JOB 
We are a small libertarian anarchist publisher in New York City 
looking for a full-time person to work with us. He or she would 
handle all orders, bookkeeping and light secretarial work. We 
need office help right now but whoever we hire will hopefully take 
on more responsibilities in time. A willingness to learn is more 
important than experience. Salary is competitive. 

Please send a letter and/or resume of your experience (work and 
otherwise) and goals. 

FREE LIFE EDITIONS 
41 Union Square West 
New York, N.Y. 10003 

EDITORML 
What about 
the Convention? 
Presidential Conventions don't happen that often. And after 
an eight-month build-up, we had expected to be writing 
about sundry aspects of a great libertarian event. To say 
that the actual occurrence has left us somewhat less than 
inspired would be to understate the situation. 

But how should we report it? 

We could simply I ist key events: the adoption of a rather 
more hard-core platform than the previous document; the 
nomination of Roger MacBride for President on the first 
ballot, Saturday morning, August 30; two inconclusive 
ballots for a Vice-Presidential nominee that afternoon, and 
a recess till Sunday morning; reconvening with new 
nominations and selection of David Bergland for V.P.; the 
re-election of Edward Crane, Andrea Millen, and Greg Clark 
as Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary, respectively, and the 
election of Fran Youngstein as Treasurer, all by 
acclamation; the election of a new Execomm, including 
one John Hathaway of New York; and the re-election of 
David Long and Lee Schubert as Region 8 Representatives. 
We could conclude by mentioning CBS, NBC and New York 
Times coverage of the convention, noting that the affair 
may have netted something like the $3000 originally 
projected, and perhaps quoting from Mr. MacBride's 
acceptance speech, where he said: "Friends, in this 
campaign, which begins this very minute, there will be no 
compromise of principle!" 

But then we'd have to compare this last with Mr. 
MacBride's announcement, a few hours later, that he would 
veto the then-front-runner for the Vice-Presidential 
nomination, because Jim Trotter had not "paid his taxes" 
for several years and had been "engaged in smuggling" (of 
gold, we later learned). We'd also want to note Mr. 
MacBride's subsequent objection to another V. P. candidate 
on grounds of the latter's homosexuality. 

In discussing the Execomm elections, we might want to 
ask: Who is John Hathaway of New York? Arid we'd 
certainly want to describe the Region 8 Caucus, which 
included, among other things, an endorsement of preferred 
candidates by the Caucus Chair, just before the voting. 

We'd also feel inclined to list the seemingly contradictory 
explanations by various party officials as to why the media 
were told that there are about three times as many 
dues-paying LP members as can otherwise be accqunted 
for. · 

While many persons present at the convention were 
disturbed by such things as these, others, presumably, 
will argue that little or nothing improper transpired. And 
these latter would probably object to our accounts, perhaps 
demanding "equal time"-and opening the door to another 
serialized debate like that of 1973-74. So we're making no 
report on the Presidential Convention at this time. 

Instead, we urge everyone to attend the Special Convention 
of the FLP, Sunday, October 12, 2 PM, at the Williams 
Club, 24 East 39th Street, NYC. Hear from all the delegates, 
put the pieces together, see what kind of picture they 
form-then decide what you want to do. 

Arthur O'Sullivan, Editor 
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