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LPOC joins Measure rr1Vlrr suit
By Davld Berglend

The Libertarian Party of Orange County has
Joined as a plaintjff ln a lawsuit flled to declare the
recently enacted Measure 'M' unconstltutional and
tnvalid. County voters passed this intttattve tn
November 199oto lncreasetJle salestaxby 112 cent
on the quesflonable expectatlon that the lncreased

local tax tncreases without a 2 /3 malorltyvote of the
ta:cpayers. When Rose Btrd and otfrer stattsts of her
ilk were a majorrty of the California Supreme Court
they held tn L*{. County Transportation Cornrnis-
slon v. Richmond that the Frop. 13 vote limit only
applled to lncreases tn property taxes. The voters
later bounced Brrd and three otherJustices tn a well-
deserved house cleaning. Ttren, tn 1986, the voters

adopted ProposiHon 562
to counteract the
Rtchmond decision.
Prop. 62 requires a 2/3
maJorlty vote of ta:rpay-
ers for all local tax in-
creases. The state Ap-
pellate Court fn San
Dlego In the Rider case
declared Prop. 62 un-
constituttonal.

The case agatnst
Measure *M- ls based
on other lssues as well.
It challenges the constt-
tutional valtdfg of the
Clttzens Overstght

Commtttee created by Measure 'M' a.ud also chal-
lenges the bond lssulng power of the OC Transpor-
tatlon Commisslon.

Attorney Mark Rosen has undertaken a chal-
lenge wfth great slgrrtflcance for the LP and lts co-
platntftrs tn thts actlon. Mr. Rosen has requested no
money from the LP, but as wfth any Uttgatlon, there
wlll be substarrttal costs. Some LPOC members have
already made pledges to contrlbute to defray those
costs. Ifyou feel any obllgatlonto supportthls effort,
slmplywrlte atheck to the LPOC and earmark it for
the Measure "M- lltlgation.

taxfundswouldbe used
to improve transporta-
tton in Orange County.
Sales taxes for trans-
portatton had prevl-
ously been reJected by
OC voters tn 1984 and
1989. Measure 'M' ls
to take effect onApril 1.

What's t]re hitch?
For starters, the voters'
adoptton of Propositlon
62 in 1986 whlch re-
quires a two-thirds
maJority to tncrease
taxes; Measure 'M'
passed by constderably
less than that.

Mark Rosen, the attorney handling the case,
filed lt as an orlglnal petltton tn the Callfornla
Supreme Court. One basls for tnvoldng the htgh
court's orlglnat Jurtsdlctlon ls because tdenttcal
lssues are already before thls court tn another case.
That case, Rtder v. County of San Diego, was also
brought by lfbertarlans tn San Dtego challengtng a
county-wide tax adopted there by less than a two-
thirds maJorfty.

The constltutlonal issue erri,sts because of the
contlnual attack of statlsts agatnst Proposlflon 13
adopted by the voters in 1978. Prop. 13 dfsallowed
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The proof is in the activities
By Roger Bloxhern

Those Llbertartans are at it agafnl
L,ast month I reported about us belng accused

of getttng a Newport Beach Ctty Councllman elected
who is talldng and acilng somewhat HbertarLan.
Nou, there ls proof of our actMtles.

The Libertartan Central Commtttee of Orange
County tthat's the offtctal nasre for the local Lp) ts
one of the named platntfffs tn a new laur sutt brougfrt
to put Measure 'M- back tn the cage. Voters gave tt
a sllght majorlty vote to lrepose a:r lncreased sales
tax on ta:rrpayer/vtctfnrs, but the law requires aZ/
3 majority, accordlng to our lawyers. So far the L.A
Times and the O.C. Regtster have both featured

edltortals and prlnted arHcles about the lawsuit.
Whenyou come to ourmonthlymeeflEg (f / l5/g t-
same old place) try to brlng a dollar or trryo for the
'Sue the Bastards- pot.

The meeting on I / tS lgt ts tmportant. The Lp
of Callfornla State Conventton is nerrt month (see
Newsletter Insert) and we urtll be selectxrg delegates
and dtscusslng other matters relatlng to the Con-
ventlon. ll/e wtll also be constderrng the selectton of
candldates to run inthe plethora of spectal electtons
occasloned by Pete Wlson's appoirrtrnent of sttHng
State Sen. John Seymour to flll the curent U.S.
Senate vacancy. Please attend- and brrng a poten-
tlal new member.

Candidates needed
Gov.-elect Pete ffilson's appotntrnent of John

Seyrrour to the U.S. Senate promises to create a
scranrble for his now-vacant BEth Dtstrict state
senate seat and a domino effect of other vacancles.
Prepare now for a series of special elections as
incumbent politiclans seek other offices.

Ttre results of the lgg0 electlons tells us that
the voters are fiecreasingly willing to constder alter-

natives to the Demopublicans. Let's give them
something worth considering!

If you are a regtstered Llbertartan tn the g5th
state senate District" put yourself on the front line
of the lnrar for liberty.- Step forward, and offer
yourself as a candidate. you wil get great support
from the LP tn Orange County and the LpC. Contact
LPOC Chair Roger Bloxham if you'd consider being
a candldate or hetpfng tn the campajgn.

Television listings
"Llbertarlan Free Forum" is a publlc-access

Cahle TV program produced bDr Roger Bloxham and
hosted by D ave Nolan. ocl-p secretary Ted sharshan
has compiled the followtng partlal llstlng of
showtimes for varlous Orange County ctUes:

paragon Ceble - Ch. gO
Cities: Hunfi.ngton Beach, Garden Grove, Los AIo-
mltos, Cypress, Rosmoor/Mldway Clty, Fountaln
Valley, Westminster, Stanton.
Times: Jan. lZ at 4p.m., Jan. 28 at S:BO p.m., Jan.
3O at 4 p.m.

Copeley Colony - Ch. 6l
Costa Mesa, every Monday & Frtday at Z:SO p.m.

Outslde Orange County:
South San Dlego: ftery Saturday at g p.m. on

ch.22
West Ins Angeles: Jan. 22 and 2g at 7:BO p.m. on

ch.3

Arryone wlth addtttonal InforrraUon about
showtirrres, or lnterested tn gettrng the show to more
cities, should contact Roger Bloxtram at the ocLp
phone number.
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"The Best of Libertarianism"
By Davld Bergland

Callfornla LP actfirtsts urfi gather for thetr
annual corrventlon tn Monterey over the presldent's
Holidayweekend, Feb. 15- 18, lgg l, anHclpattrg an
exhilaratlng smorgasbord of bustness, educaflon
and entertalnment under the theme: The Best of
Libertartantsm.

The LPC conventton Is tSrpfcaty the klck-offfor
seekers of the LP Prestdenttal nomtnaflon and thts
year is no dtfferent. The naflonal Lp presidenttal
Nomlnatlon convenflon ls set for L,abor Day Week-
end tn Chicago. TWo announced candldates, Andre
Marrou and Dick Boddie, urill be featured at the LpC
conventlon where potential delegates to the na-
tional conventlon will have the opportunity to quiz
tfrem and slee them up. Also featured ts Gene
Burns, Boston radio talk show host who came close
to being tJre LP's presidential candfdate in l gg4 and
is being mentioned again.

A major issue for libertarians is whether the
LP Presidential candidate should seek and accept
matching funds. That tssue" a litrnus test accordtng
to some libertartarrs, urtll be debated Sunday at the
conventlon. Andre Malrou contends that taking
matching funds ls prtncipled and practtcal, being i
recapture of tax money stolen from us. Dtck Boddte,
following the practice of all former Lp presidenttal
candidates, states that he would refuse matchtng
funds.

The main business of the convention divides
into three areas: consideraUon and adopflon of

revi.slons to the LPC Platform, changes to the LpC
Ejrlaws, and electton of officers for the comtng year
and delegates to the nattonal convention. Of these
three, the greatest controversy wlll probably lnvolve
proposed changes to the Bylaws to reorganiee the
LPC Executlve Commlttee, tJre state party's govern-
lng body. Most observers agree that as currenily
constttuted the ExCom ls much too large and
unwteldy to work efftctently. The battle urfl be over
how to reduce the slze and restnrcture tt tnto an
effectlve poHcy maktng body and admintstrator of
llbertarian actMty between conventlons.

As usual, the convenfion has a terrlllc lilreup
of speakers and panels on a variety of subJects.
Marshall Frttz introduces Hbertarlanlsm for new-
comers and'also speaks on Better Schools, specifl-
cally ttre one he ls opening tn Fresno, the Academy
of Self-Governors. David Boazof the CATO Instifute
speaks on the Fublic School Monopoly. Economist
David Henderson looks at the Middle East, asking
the question: War For Oil? Larry Dodge wiil brfng us
up to date on the progress ofthe FullylnformedJury
Amendment morrement. Vtrglnla postrel, editor of
Reason magaztne, speaks on Reclalmtng the Abor-
tlon Debate. And many more.

The 1991 LPC Corrventton ts a deflnite 'Can't
miss!- Espectally for new members who have not
attended a state convenilon, it ts the best annual
opportunity to mixwtth movers, shakers, and tnter-
estfng people you never thought you'd meet. Use the
insert in thts newsletter to make your reservaUon
now.

Membership AppHeation
Libertarian Party of California

I hereby certffy that I do not beltesre tn nor
advocate the tnittatlon of force as a means of
achieving pollflcal or soclal goals.

signature date

E I am voluntarlly setttng my dues at:

- tr $25E $sotr $loon$zSo I other-
fl I want toJoln but I can:t afiord-the aborre. I am

settlng my dues at $15.
tr LIfe Membership ($5OO or more)
tr National Membership {add $18 }

Additlonal donatlon
tr First Class MaiI option for CLI\Ieu,rs ($S)

Please clip and mail to: OCLp
P.O. Box 8324 ' Newport Beach, CA 92680

Name
Address
Clty
State & ZIP
Day phone .

tl Check to "Libertarian Party of Calfornia"
tr Please charge my flvrSn flMasterCard
Card #
Ecpiration date
Narrre on card
Signature .

Total Amount Enclosed
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Meettng Time &
Place

The Orange County Libertartan
Party meets the thlrd Tlresday of each
month at 149 Broadway tn Costa Mesa.
Door:s open at 6:3O p.m.

For up-to-the-mlnute detatls
concerntng the next meettng please call
pafty Chalr Roger Bloxtram at {714)
642-2002.

South County Meetlng

Libertarians ln tJ:e southern party of
the county also meet the fourth Tues-
day of each month tn laguna Beach.

Jim and Linda Rushing organJze these
meetings at the La,guna Beach Hotel,
425 S. Coast Hrghway. This month the
meeting wtll be tn the Catalfna Room
from 7 to 1O p.m.

HOW TO GET HEHE
FHOM THERE

405
HAHBOH BLVD.

MACAHTHUH

DAMS

55

IRVINE AV

I

BROADWA

NEWPOHT BLVD.

FROM SOUTH.
BOUND HAFIBOR,
JOG LEFT ON
NEWPORT BLVD.
AND THEN HIGHT
ONTO BROAD.
WAY. WE AHE AT
THE END OF THE
FIHST BLOCK ON
THE HIGHT.

PCH

IS UNDEH CON-
STRUCTION SOUTH
OF THE 73. WE
$TRONGLY RECOM.
MEND TAKING
EITHER HARBOH
BLVD. OR IRVINE
AVE. SOUTH TO
BHOADWAY.
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