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“Atlas Shi‘ugged”
Shelved

Citing a lack of material in its thousand-
plus pages, NBC has quietly shelved plans
to make Ayn Rand’s “Atlas Shrugged” into
an eight hour television series. Fred Silver-
man, the man brought to NBC to revive the
network’s ratings (and the man that brought
us the unforgettable entertainment drama
“Charlie’s Angels”), has apparently decided
not to air the Rand-approved Sterling Silli-
phant screenplay, originally scheduled to air
in the fall of 1980.

Because of the potentially incredible gains
that could be realized by the Libertarian
Party if the airing coincided with its 1980
Presidential Campaign, an organization has
been formed to pressure NBC to reconsider
its plans. Richard Saum, Chairman of the
Committee to Save Atlas Shrugged (87 Mal-
lard Avenue, Goleta, CA 93017, (805) 967-
9446), urges all libertarians and readers of
Ayn Rand to write directly to:

Fred Silverman -~

Natignal Broadcasting Company

30 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, NY 10020

If you ever wanted to say “Thank You,
Ayn Rand,” now is your chance. Maybe
your last chance.

Governor Vetoes
Censorship Bill

A controversial censorship bill was situ-
ated on Governor Dick Lamm's desk and
the calls, letters, and telegrams kept pouring

le measurv bB 450 wuuld have prohlf

Libertarians Protest
Draft Renewal

Members of the Colorado Libertarian
Party, Young Americans for Freedom, and
Students for a Libertarian Society held a
public rally on the Auraria campus May 1 to
protest proposals to reinstitute the draft.
The rally was part of a nation-wide series of
protests in major cities co-ordinating SLS.

About fifty people clustered around the
front steps of St. Cajetan's church at the
edge of the campus for the noon rally. Neil
Harlan of YAF, who had set up the PA
equipment and literature tables spoke to the
crowd as it gathered, emphasizing the draft-
ing of everyone, including women, and the
lack of student deferments as features of
most of the existing proposals for renewed
conscription. SLS’s special draft supple-
ment issue of Liberty was available, as well
as copies of the May issue of Libertarian
Review, which focused most of its content
on the new draft threat.

The featured speaker was Karl Hess,
making the last of several appearances in
the Denver area after his well-received
address to the CLP convention in Central
City the previous weekend. Hess urged his
listeners to resist the new draft without com-
promise, pointing out its key role in a milita-
ristic,.colonial foreign pthy He sugge'sted
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requests for files and mformatlon under the

Loran Gayton argues forcefully for the anti-draft position at the May 1 Auraria
Draft Protest. John Mason, CLP State Chair, and Karl Hess are inthe background
preparing to address the crowd. (Rocky Mountain News photograph)
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The measure, SB 450, would have prohi-
bited display and sale of “sexually explicit”
malerials {o minors. The bill was described
as not affecting sales (o adults.

Booksellers and civil libertarians, how-
ever, pressed Lamm to veto the bill. They
argued that the bill would effectively ban the
sale of such things as legitimate art books to
children, subject bookdealers to harass-
ment, and even end sales of books meant
specifically for children.

Pro-censorship aroups campaigned hard
for Lamm’s signature because they claimed
the bill was necessary to protect children
from pornography and that it did not
endanger “legitimate” literature.

The bill presented a ticklish political prob-
lem for Lamm, but he had hinted that he

_might be leaning toward a Solomon-like
decision to veto the measure, avoiding con-
stitutional problems, while at the same time
informally persuading book and magazine
dealers to keep sexualliterature out of child-
ren’s hands. :

And he did. d

While forcing “voluntary™ compliance
with government “guidelines” under the
threat of more direct coercion has become a
standard tactic of all control-minded inter-
ests, libertarians, writers, and readers can
breathe at least a temporary sigh of relief.
But probably only temporarily.

“You Are ,
What You Read”

In a recent survey, California Libertarian
Party members were asked to indicate
which of some 20 well-known libertarian
works they had read.

The choices listed included writings by
every major libertarian thinker, as well as
some less-known writers. And of the 20 choi-
ces listed, only five had been read by more
than 50% of the survey respondents.

The five winners:?

Atlas Shrugged, by Ayn Rand (75%); A
New Dawn for America, by Roger Mac-
Bride (62%); The Virtue of Selfishness, by
Ayn Rand (59%); the 1978 LP Platform
(56%); and The Moon Is A Harsh Mistress,
by Robert Heinlein (52%).

In surprising contrast, less than 9% of the
100-plus respondents had read dJohn
Hospers’ Libertarianism, and only 4% had
read Murray Rothbard’s For A New Liberty.

ristic,-colonal foreign policy..
A OB R TR TR s
requests for files and information under the
Freedom of Informaion Act.

Loran Gayton and Patrick Lilly circulated
petitions to the Colorado Congressional
delegation opposing the bills which have
been introduced fo revive the semi-
mothballed Selective Service System.
Those in attendance proved, for the most
part, guite eager to sign the petitions.

Other speakers included Mark Travis of
YAFE, CLP Chair John Mason and libertar-
ian anarchist Royce Kirbo. In response to
those who had hoped for a larger turnout,
Mason recalled that the first anti-war dem-
onstration in which he’ had participated,
more than a decade ago, had had an
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' audience of only ten people even though the

draft not only existed but was fueling the

preparing to address the crowd.

{Rocky Mountain News photograph)

Vietnam War. He expressed optimism
about the prospects for stopping the return
of the draft.

There was good media coverage, as local
TV stations sent camera crews to film the
event. A lot of attention centered on the
heated exchange which took place between
Chairman Mason and an unidentified sup-
porter of conscription who showed up. His

~ argument that individuals owed something

to the State was poorly received and intelli-
gently refuted by Mason. Later, Hess also
cautioned listeners against accepting this
argument. ]
The day before the rally, a House sub-
committee passed one of the draft bills,
which would renew compulsory registration

of 18 year olds. Six other bills are also wind-
ing their ways through Congressional
paperwork, all imposing slightly different
forms of conscription. SLS has annourced
that there will be more demonstrations to
marshall public opinion against the return of
the draft. All libertarians are encouraged to
attend these rallies and to encourage others
to do so.

To help prevent the reinstatement of the

~ draft, cut out and circulate the petition

below. When it is completed, mailit to Presi-
cent Carter, The White House, Washing-
ton, D.C. If possible, make copies and send
them to your Senatars and your
Congressperson.

To: President Carter; Members of Congress

We, the undersigned, hereby state our unequivocal opposition to enactment of any kind of conscription or “National Service” system, whether
for military or social purposes, and to any registration system designed to facilitate such programs. Involuntary servitude, in any guise, is no
more than slavery—and as such is incompatible with the values of a free society.

Name

Address

Age
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Today’s Logic

Claim Your Losses

Theft losses are deductible. And inflation
is theft.

One of the instructions on our income tax
returns provides that certain losses can be
deducted. It says, on page 17, “Y ou may be
able to deduct all or part of each loss caused
by theft, vandalism, fire,” etc.

You enter the amount of the loss on line
25 of your 1040.

Let’s suppose you had $10,000 in a sav-
ings account on January 1, 1978. And that
you didn’t withdraw any money during the
year. And that 5% or $500.00 was added as
interest during the year. So your balance on
December 31, 1978 was $10,500.00.

IRS wants you to pay taxes on the $500.00
interest. But wait.

According to the United States govern-
ment, as stated in their Consumer Price
Index (CPI), it took $181.50 on January 1,
1978, to buy what $100.00 would have

bought in 1967.

And, again according to the CPI, it took
$202.90 on January 1, 1979, to buy the equi-
valent amount of goods and services.

To get the value of your dollars you divide
1.00 by the CPI.

The value of your dollars on Janaury 15
1978, was slightly over 55¢. On Janaury
1,1979, they were only worth slightly over
49¢. Their value had decreased by 10.55%.

How much was your loss?

In the example above where you had
$10,000.00 on deposit during the entire year,
multiply that amount by 10.55%. Your loss
amounted to $1,055.00. That amount was
actually stolen from you by inflation.

Since theft losses are deductible, why
couldn’t you claim, as a deduction, what-
ever you lost by inflation?

Who stole your money? What can you do
about it? ‘

by James W. Phelps

Let’s say you owed me money. And let’s
say | stole some money from you.

And let’s say [ sued you for the money you
owed me.

Can you imagine any court not letting you
offset against your debt the amount [ had
stolen from you? Of course not. At least, not
if you make out a good case proving that |
was the one who stole your money.

Well, a good case can be made proving

that the government is the only, or at least .

principal, cause of inflation.

The government has increased the
money supply over the years by just about
the same rate as the rate of inflation.

The government stole your money.

So, instead of deducting your loss as a
theft loss, why not claim it as a credit against
your taxes the same way you claim money
withheld by your employer?
© 1979 by Today's [Logic, Inc.

Thevy Search Trash Don’t They?

The Carter Administration has drafted a
governing charter for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation that imposes new restrictions
on the bureau’s employment of controver
sial investigative techniques.

The proposed charter, the first in the
FBI’s history, spells aut the duties and pow-
ers of the bureau. It specifically requires the
FBI to observe constitutional rights, and
establishes safe-guards against unchecked
harassment, break-ins and other past
abuses.

At the same time, however, it authorizes
illegal actions and expands FBI access to
private, confidential information. It sanc-
tions use of mail surveillance, trash
searches, and recruitment of journalists as
informants. It also exempts information
about informants irom the disclosure
requirements of the Freedom of Information
Act.

In an expansion of FBI powers that is sure
to provoke opposition from civil libertar-
ians, the charter gives the bureau access to

Against the Grain

And Speaking of Searches...

It's now possible for anyone to cobble up
a fully operative handgun from “space-age”
plastic, rubber bands, and a few bits of
ceramic. Such a weapon won't shoot very
hard or very far, nor sustain many repeated
ficings, but it’ll protect you from a mugger,
rapist, or burglar—or help you hijack an

Try reading the paper sometime—or give
a listen to Uncle Walter.

As usual, federal regulations have actually
made things worse. Metal detectors and
other means have unduly emphasized fire-
arms, thus encouraging a switch' to non-
metallic and wholly indiscriminating bombs.

third party records, such as credit and insur-
ance documents, through the use of “inves-
tigative demand.” In other words, the
charter permits access that doesn’t require
a grand jury subpoena.

Our trash today,
homes? . . .

tomorrow our

The ongoing conspiracy against Liberty is a
coalition of those who are afraid it won't
work and those who are afraid it will.

by L. Neil Smith

on their big iron birds—that, or youdon’t fly
to Cleveland.

The important point is that refusal of ser-
vice is the only sanction private parties may
legitimately wield. If they find a gun on your
pergon, they canask you to check lt WIth the
attendants. If they find, say. dru

Calendar and
Announcements

June 9: Utah Libertarian Party State Con-
vention, Salt Lake City, Utah (Contact
CLP)

June 13: CLPCP—Informal get-together,
cash bar, 1624 Market Street, Suite 400,
Denver (above Alexander Graham'’s) 7:00
PM-9:30 PM

dJune 23, 24: Political Action Workshop
Des Moines, lowa. Organized by the lowa
and National parties (Contact CLP)

June 27: CLP Board Meeting, 7:00 PM,
2225 Buchtel Blvd., #711, Denver

dJuly 4: CLP Barbe:.ue. Bring your own
whatever, 1:00 PM. CLP Delegate Caucus,
4:00 PM, 58 South Emerson, Denver
July 12-15: Branden Intensive: Self-
Esteem and Romantic Relationships. Con-
tact Jan Prince, 832-8187

July 25: CLP Board Meeting, 7:00 PM, 168
South Emerson, Denver

August 8: CLPCP 7:00 PM-9:30 PM, 1624
Market Street, Suite 400, Denver

August 22: CLP Board Meeting, 7:00 PM,
1175 Vine Street, #305, Denver

Sept. 6-9: 1979 Libertarian Party Presiden-
tial Nominating Convention, Los Angeles,
California (Contact CLP)

wEExRAFRk Karl Hess's speech before the
1979 CLP Convention is available on
cassette tape for $6.00. Contact John
Mason, 733-5916

Fawssk Any CLP member planning to
attend the Nominating Convention in Los
Angeles that is interested in being an alter-
nate delegate should contact Dave Nolan,
759-2244

FrIEEIIRE Any person interested in shar-
ing office space, secretarial services, tele-
phone answering, etc. with other
libertarians—contact John Mason, 733-
5916

Fhkxrkxxk The CLP is interviewing for the
position of Editor for the Colorado Liberty.
Any interested CLP members should con-
tact M.LL. Hanson, 321-7928

up—god, your breath’d knock a skunk off a
dumpster! Now bend over and squat. No,
I'm not kidding—spread those cheeks! This
won't hurt— much!”

The Chicago Procedure calls for a septic._
ungloved hand probing your rectum (to




firings, but it'll protect you from a mugger,
rapist, or burglar—or help you hijack an
airplane.

I mention this, not as an underground
gunsmithing tip, nor as a plea for stricter gun
control (if you knew me better, it wouldn’t
even cross your mind), but as a warn-
ing: the easy days are over for the Libertar:
~ian conscience. :

Until now, some of us could cozily avoid
the touchy issue of “airport security,” (I've
been advised my concern here is “silly”—
possibly damaging to the LP’s “image.”) [t's
painless, after all, and only morailyintrusive.
Step through the arches, let the bored,
sleazy, second-rate rent-a-cop wave her
wicket around under your armpits, collect
your irradiated purse or briefcase, your
camera with its freshly-fogged Ektachrome,
vour sack-lunch glowing softly in the twi-
light, and move on down the concourse—
then run back because you forgot to
retrieve your keys and pocket change from
the little plastic bucket.

It's even sort of morbidlyinteresting— the
first hundred times—and keeps us safe from
all those terrorists.and lunatics, doesn't it?
Doesn’t it?

re-

metallic and wholly indiscriminating bombs,
Now, if the stewardess makes a wrong
move, instead of one person getting
nailed —usually with a comparatively low-
powered .22 or .25- the entire planeload
gets blown away. Progress, government-
style,

In docilely accepting this situation, we've
been sold one of those “package deals” Ayn
Rand used to warn about. [f you're dis-
turbed by increasingly blurred distinctions
between government and corporate power,
I have a small question for you: what, pre-
cisely, is the legal status of airport security
personnel? Are they nice, anarchocapitalis-
tic private police, or agents of a coercive
State? Don't ask them—they're enjoying
the benefits of both.

You see, if they were official policeper-
sons, several Articles of our bedraggled
Constitution might prevent them digging
through your clothing and possessions with-
out a court-issued warrant naming you spe-
cifically, along with all the hangers-on and
relatives who've come to see you off. But as
private cops, they could only frisk you as an
explicit contractual condition of travelling

* arms, thus encouraging a switch: to non.

legitimately wield. If they find a gun on your
person, they can ask you to check it with the
attendants. If they find, say, drugs, it’s none
of their business.

But what really happens? Well, pretend-
ing ta be civilian snoopers, they shake vour
little bod down in the name of keeping their
customers and capital gods in working con-
dition. But let ’em whiff something they
don’t approve of, SHAZAM!! —they
instantly become minions of the Law—
alarms go off, they beat you soundly about
vour democratic assumptions, and heave
you into some dungeon for elevently thou-
sand years. And vou don’t get your dope
back.

The best of both possible worlds—for
fascists.

You're asking what this has to do with
space-age plastic zip-gun? Simple: as soon
as the crooks and crazies figure out that
oullet-proof polycarbonates can be whittled
into weapons, the “authorities” will start
doing what cops in Houston and elsewhere
have been doing to women for years—skin
searches,

“Take off your clothes. All your clothes,
stupid—this ain’t a game we're playing here!
Lemme see in your mouth-—come on. open

‘The Chicago Procedure calls for a septic.
ungloved hand probing vour rectum (to
make sure there’s no .45 stashed up there),
and then the same fingers, unwashed,
exploring your vagina (if you have one) for
additional contraband. There’s probably a
tiny percentage of the public who'll enjoy
this—and a substantial number of parasitic
creeps who'll love being paid to do it.

Given present superstitions concerning
the overriding necessity and legitimacy of
airport searches, and given the invention of
electronically undetectable weapons, this is
what you'll go through whenever you “Fly
the Friendly Skies.”

Now if you still believe my preoccupation
with this matter is “silly” or bad PR, you can
pretend you didn’t read this—hell, you've
been ignoring a blatant violation of individ-
ual rights and personal privacy pretty well so
far.

But if you don't look forward to having
some unsanitary bureaucratic digit shoved
up your crevices in the near future—and the
instant any searches were permitted, this
scenario became inevitable—then support
my efforts to make airport security a major
issue. ;
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Stopping the Income Tax Juggernaut

by Patrick L. Lilly

Now that everyone’s gotten over the
trauma of filing an income tax return and
our Congresspeople are all busy posturing
over balancing the federal budget, what’s
really happening on the income tax front?

Well, nothing. Or more precisely, more of
the same. While Washington is a-buzz with
talk of how much tax revenue to raise and
which programs should be cut, we can
hardly afford not to notice that noone in the
Congress has proposed to reduce the
power or jurisdiction of the IRS one jot. And
despite the scale of the damage which the
income tax does to the economy, the real
evil of it is not quantitative at all—it is in the
nature of the processes which it permits
and, indeed necessitates.

The income tax and the people who col-
lect it are, first and foremost, invaders of pri-
vacy on a truly colossal scale. The
maniféstation of this in the law is the numer-
ous civil penalties to which one may be sub-
jected even if he or she has paid all the taxes
the government demands. The IRS has
more information about you than anyone
else, and any move to deny them that infor-
maion is met with just as much sternness as
an attempt to escape monetary taxation.
The IRS simply must have this informaion to
go on collecting the income tax. If we senti-
mentally require that some level of “fair-
ness” be achieved too, the collection of
information from and about everyone
becomes more unavoidable.

The income tax subverts our whole sys-
tem of law and reverses the proper relation-
- ship between the individual and the State. A
comparison of the prodecures followed in
federal tax courts and any other court
quickly verifies this. The people who wrote
our tax laws figured —quite correctly-—that
the defendant would have to be assumed
guilty and required to prove his innocence
and that tax collectors would have to be
allowed to seize first and explain later or the
tax laws could not certainly be enforced. If
people charged with tax evasion or some
other violation of tax laws were accorded
the same protections that the Constitution
says criminal defendants should be
accorded, they would be able to vote with
their feet, and many of them, would, leaving
the government without its cut of their prof-

economy or the political mood of the peo-
ple. Against such a tax there is no protest
which is not fraught with grave risks. It is the
ideal scheme for allowing the government to
pursue policies and actions which are totally
out of line with the wishes of those who pay
the bills, not only in the area of the collection
of the tax itself, but in all areas of domestic
and foreign policy as well.

The income tax gives the federal govern-
ment control over the whole process of
employment, which is the economic root of
most people’s lives. The government which
can force your employer to file forms before
he can:hire you and to send in reqular pay-
ments for your taxes can not only follow vou
from job to job througheout your whole life, it
can, and does, exert powerful pressure on
that emplover to make it impossible for you
to earn a living if for any reason you should
fall from the graces of the government. It is
not some kind of fluke that every President
since (at least) Roosevelt has used [RS
harassment of political enemies as a policy
tool; it is built into the system. It is the root of
the federal government’s current control
over people’s lives and lifestyles. It 1s a cru-
cial tool for smashing political dissent.

The income tax laws are an affront to the
whole American concept of division of pow-
ers. The IRS is the executive branch run
amock. It has taken over the function of the
legislative branch by writing volumes of
vague, self-contradictory regulaions under
an open-ended grant of authority from the
Congress. It has usurped the judicial func-
tion by operating its own rather peculiar in-

house system of courts, as noted above.
There is no effective check-and-balance
control of the IRS, and a reading of the tax
laws shows very clearly that there is not sup-
posed to be any. It is only a matter of time
before freedom dies under conditions such
as these. But, again, not one proposal has
been introduced in the Congress to change
any of this.

There is, of course, resistance to the

income tax, and it is slowly growing. Those

are both pleasant realities. Some people res-
ist because they are opposed to war and
think the government spends too much on
war. Some resist because they are opposed
to abortions. Name any government policy
or program, and you will find at least a few
people who object violently to being forced
to pay for it. And some of them actually res-
ist paying. And, of course, some people res-
ist simply because they object, on principle,
to being forced to pay for anything. These
people are still too few, and the history of
what apposition the income tax has faced
shows it.

Undoubtedly, the strongest opposition
the income tax has ever faced has been from
those conservatives who have worked for
vears to pass the Liberty Amendment to the
Constitution, repealing the Sixteenth
Amendment which allows federal taxation
of income in the first place. But these people
have indeed been mostly conservatives
who were enraged by the particular things
the government did with the money it col-
lected. Few of them have been libertarians
who were offended, first and foremost, by

the principle of forced collection of monies.

This really has to change if progress is to
be made. It is long past time not only to slow
down, but to stop and dismantle theincome
tax juggernaut. And to do so, we must argue
only from principle, never from utilitarian-
ism. The “Laffer curve” argument that fed-
eral tax rates should be cut in order to
increase federal revenues is a pernicious
cancer to the tax-resistance movement.
Calls for “tax relief,” which reduces the
amount of current taxes while leaving the
taxing apparatus in place, may be even
more dangerous; in the long run. “Relief” is
simply not enough. Further, reductions in
one group's taxes usually are swiftly fol
lowed by searches for someone to tax more
in order to “make up” the “lost” revenue.

Libertarians must become more visible
and vocal among organized tax protesters.
This will facilitate shiftng the tone of the
debate from protest against the amount of
taxes collected to protest against the
methods by which they are collected and
the principle of taxation as theft. Conserva-
tive tax-cut rhetoric sounds good, but won’t
get the IRS off our backs. If the momentum
of the current “tax revolt” is to come to any-
thing other mare than a more camplicated
budget process, we must start pushing now
to popularize the only goal worth the long-
term effort: removal of the income tax. We
must keep that goal always in sight, reduc-
ing the scope of the IRS’s authoerity at the
same time that we reduce the amount of
money it collects in taxes. Libertarians are
the natural leaders in this drive.

Are You Ready For
ome Fresh Thinking?

ni11 Keady F0

20NN ?



accorded, they would be able
their feat, and many of them would, leaving
the government without its cut of their prof-
its, The basic justification of most of the
IRS’s strongarm tactics has always been
that without them people might flee the
country and take their hard-earned cash
with them.

The income tax is largely a “behind-the-
scenes’ tax. The money is removed from
your paycheck before you ever get it (des-
pite the best efforts of Vivian Kellems) and
the money flows quietly, steadily to those
who spend it irrespective of changes in the

LP members donate
$100/year, on average

If you've ever wondered whether the
financial support you give the Libertarian
Party is higher or lower than average, some
figures from 1978 may surprise you.

Colorado LP members contributed an
average of more than $100 to state and
national party organizations last year,
including donatigns to specific election
campaigns.

In California, the figure was even higher;
the typical California LP member contrib-
uted over $150, with one member in six con-
tributing more than $500!

Staff

Editor; Patrick L. Lilly

Contributors: Patrick L. Lilly, Jim
Phelps, L. Neil Smith, Dave Nolan,
Betsy Jones, Patricia Donohue,
Doug Nusbaum, and John Mason

Distribution: Bert Weiner, Pat Dono-
hue, and many others
Advice: Eggplant Printing Consultants

The Colorado Liberty is published six times
a year by the Colorado Libertarian Party.
Submissions and requests for advertising
rates should be made to Colorado Liberty,
P.O. 1557, Denver, Colorade, 80201. Opin-
ions expressed in signed articles, and the
choice of wording therein, represent the
views of the author and do not necessarily
imply endorsement by the Colorado Liber-
tarian Party. [ikewise, acceptance of adver
tising by this publication does not mply
endorsement or guarantee of the products
or services offered.
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Only one national magazine has the audacity fo
suggest that:

e Air travel might actually be safer without the Federal

Aviation Administration
« Depoliticizing the West Bank—by converting if to a free

trade zone—could bring peace fo the Middle East
e The FCC exercises a particularly dangerous form

of censorship, in violation of the First Amendment
« Demonopolizing education—e.g., via fax credits —offers

the best hope of reconverting our schools to institutions

of leaming.
REASON deals with current issues in a manner unlike any
other publication. It digs beneath the conventional wisdom,
discarding "conservative” and “liberal” blinders and
asking fundamental questions. And it seeks solutions
that reflect both the values of a free society and the realities
of today’s world.

REASON's editors seek out today’s best minds and publish
their thinking. Among ifs contributors you'll find people like
Nathaniel Branden, Jim Davidson, Edith Efron, Milton Friedman,
Karl Hess, Robert Nozick, and Thomas Szasz. ‘

You can subscribe to REASON at a special intfroductory
price—just §9.97 for a whole year (12issues). That'’s nearly 50%
off the regular price of $19.50.

REASON—we ask guestions others can’t imagine. And
answer them.

I'm ready for REASON. Please enter my one-year subscription at the special rate of $9.97.

(Offer applies to new subscribers only.)

[:]My check or money order Name
is enclosed
[CJcharge my Address
[CIvisa/Bankamericard :
[CJMaster Charge City State TN En
Card No.
Expiration Date Signature

s reason eox 40105, Santa Barbara, CA 93103
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1979 Colorado Liberta

Convention Impressions

by Pat Donohue

On April 28 and 29 in Central City, over
120 Libertarians, while politicking and drink-
ing beer, elected delegates to the 1979 Presi-
dential Nominating Convention, conducted
state party business, viewed the World Pre-
miere of Dave Nolan’s brilliant M. L.
O’Drama, and experienced Karl Hess—
what more could anyone ask! Bless you, Jan
Prince, for putting together the best state
convention we're ever had. We even made
some money!

The Belvidere Theatre was the perfect
setting—right out of the Old West, com-
plete with Central’'s mayor (appropriately
attired in jeans, cowboy boots and hat) wel-
coming the CLP to his city. Remember, it

was Gilpin County that yielded Roger Mac-
Bride the largest percentage in the 1976
campaign. From there, conventioneers
headed down the street to the Teller House
and Central City Opera House for a look
into the past. We felt in awe of the achieve-
ments of those early pioneers and miners
who lived like libertarians.

Back to the Belvidere for a press confer-
ence with LP presidential contenders, Bill
Hunscher and Ed Clark, moderated by M.
L. Hanson. Each spoke for ten to fifteen
minutes about their decisions to run for the
nomination and outlined some of the impor-
tant issues each would address if nomi-
nated. A period of questions and answers
from the press and the convention floor

Neil Smith, Dave Nolan, M.L. Hanson, and Jim Phelps discuss their '78 campaigns

dealt with issues of concern such as abor-
tion, nuclear energy, and tax cuts.

_ After a short break for more beer, the
1978 CLP Campaigns were analyzed. M. L.
Hanson, who ran a statewide campaign for
Treasurer of Colorado, reviewed the pluses
and minuses of her campaign. She emphas-
ized the importance of a statewide race to

the CLP, offering tips on maximizing media -

exposure and where to invest resources for
the largest return. She also shared a few
humorous anecdotes about life on the cam-
paign trail,

Jim Phelps, running for the statehouse as
a tax protestor, began as a lineholder, but

expanded his campaign for State Senate to -

spending about $500 on small ads. He gar-
nered about 1700 votes, which translated to
6% of the votes cast in his race.

Neil Smith ran for the statehouse against
Ron Strahle, then Speaker of the House. His
was a two-way race and Neil ran openly as
an anarchist. He avoided wearing a tie
(doesn’t he always?)and emphasized radical
utopianism, focusing on his vision of a liber-
tarian future. Smith reported that media
response was good and that his candidacy
and the LP was taken seriously. In addition,
audience reception at public forums was
positive, so much so that other candidates
appearing with Neil promised him their

votes as well. Neil spent a total of $44 and

received about 2000 votes (13%), good
results for an active lineholder.

After a break for even more beer, the con:

vention was treated to an old fashioned M.
L. O'Drama entitled “They Done Her
Wrong.”

Hess Urges Personal Autonomy

The feature address at the Colorado
Libertarian Convention in Central City was
given by Karl Hess; a unique person and
perhaps the most unqualifiedly iconoclastic
activist in the libertarian movement. His
talk, for all that it was delivered in his very
reserved, unexcited style, was probably the
most passionate and persuasive of a week-
end full of speeches.

Hess did not start by informing the
audience about his unique background.
Although in bits and pieces he recounted
numerous significant events of his recent
life, there must have been many in that
audience with little or no prior knowledge of
his development from being Barry Gold-
water’s principal speech writer to becominga
full-scale tax resister, a practicing anarchist
and the author of several books on how oth-
ers can do it, too. But it didn’t matter. He
launched directly into his subject matter—
persornal liberty, whatisis, and how to use it.

When Hess started to talk in his calm,
unloud voice, many people were still chat-
tering and milling about. Three minutes
later, when he had made one or two of his
first points, a distinct attentive silence per-

vag?d“the room, broken only by his voice. .-
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He said that “any way people do things
voluntarily is acceptable,” partly because
“free people do things better than mere
employees,” whom he classes as at least
partly non-free. And he is, by any account-
ing, a true activist. He said that “it is not
enough to hold an opinion.” He exhorted his
listeners to do whatever they were good at,
but to start working in “the non State part of

the world—the black market.” Turning fo.

offer some qualified praise for political
action, he noted that “the strength of the
Libertarian Party is happily divided
between people with opinions about the
world and people with knowledge about it.

. Hess was interrupted numerous times in
the course of his hour-plus address by
enthusiastic, spontaneous applause, Whe-
ther it was illustrating his social philosophy
with anecdotes about working as a welder in
Washington D.C. (in spite of union rules)
or lampooning President Carter (“the peo-
ple who are supposed to be running the uni-
verse are dummies”), his fervor, honesty,
and dedication came through. Perhaps the
most enthusiastic response from the
audience came when Hess urged “abso-

lutely no compromise’ on the draft. In calm
)k Sitl 4% 4 i 1 2251 P ARV ¢




CLARK

PRESIDENT

I support Ed Clark and want to help him become
the Libertarian Party Presidential nominee!

Enclosed is my contribution of
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Address X
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Make checks payable to Committee to Nominate Clark for President
8006 Hesperia Ave. Reseda, CA 91335

Committee to Nominate Clark for President, Daniel Wiener, Treasurer.
A copy of eur report is on file with and available for purchase
from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C.

LPaid For By Colorado Libertarians For Clark .

first points, a distinct attentive silence per-
. vaded the room, broken anly by his veice.
He talked about his work as a welder, say-
ing that to be free, youmust be “the primary
producer of your own liberty; you must
begin manufacturing your own life.” He cri-
ticized the “consumer’ role, saying that only
producers can be free and sure of remaining
free. He dismissed the notion that laissez.
faire is only an economic idea, and con-
cluded that there must be “no division of

labor when it comes to liberty” if liberty is to:

remain secure.

Then he launched into politics. He is not a
member of LP, and generalizes his criti-
cisms of government to criticize for the
same reasons all major institutions. He con-
tends that “preaccupation with the politics
of the State must be anly a holding action,”
for so he sees it. He specifically points out
that he is not discouraging libertarians with
the talent and inclination for politics from
working within it, but he makes it clear that
he believes there are many other skills and
processes that are equally useful in the bat-
tle against power, and that they are grossly
underused. Saying that “hatred of the State
can be made a credible thought today,” he
encouraged those present to be always sub-
versive of the State’s plans, and to help oth-
ers resist them.

Hess's libertarianism is radical and dar-
ing, but nothing if not rigorously consistent.

B

audience came when Hess urged “abso-
lutely.no compromise! .on the draft. In calm
but dead accurate terms, he identified con-
scription as raw, undisguised slavery, and
warned that “to submit to this . . . is to
submit to anything.” .

He also touched on the responsibility of
libertarians to educate. He said that he
doesn’t feel sorry about people starving
when they know how to produce food and
don’t do it, but he does feel bad about peo-
ple being born and dying of starvation with-
out ever having known that they could grow
food.

This man’s books are everywhere, and
nearly everyone knows at least something
about him. But no second-hand knowledge
compares with the reality of the man. He is
one of the intellectual giants of the 20th cen-
tury. He has perhaps made a greater contri-
bution to making liberty for all mankind a
reality than any other living person. The
hours of small-group discussion in which he
was engaged as soon as he left the padium
testified to the power of his ideas and words.
If just a few of those present in Central City
who would like to hear him speak again take
some of his practical advice, he will have the
kind of success he wants mast. And the
State, with its minions practiced in the arts
of controlling and manipulating others, will
be in trouble.

" Loran Gayton, 78-79 State Chair, introduces Karl Hess
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rian Party Convention

Yet another beer break and back to more
serious business. National Committee
Member-at-Large Carol Cunningham intro-
duced Ed Clark, one of the two candidates
for the LP Presidential Nomination. He
recounted his campaign for Governor of
California in 1978, and after discussing
“How Far We've Come” since 1971, he
presented his campaign plans should he win
the LP nomination for President. He also
addressed what he feels the Party as a whole
needs to do in 1980. National Committee
Regional Representative Rick White of Nev-
ada introduced the other LP contender, Bill
Hunscher, who spoke about his organizing
of the New Hampshire [LP. He presented his
plans for the Presidential campaign, and
also addressed the problems he thought the
LP would face in 1980. Again, both men
fielded questions from the floor, addressing
abortion, drugs, and differences in cam-
paign style and strategy. Throughout the
day and evening both were available for one-
to-one questions and small group
discussions. '

Another break for beer (why not? — after
all, we're in Central City!l), dinner, and hot
political conversations, and back to the Bel-
videre for the movies, Libra and Incredible
Bread Machine. The evening proceeded
with a talk by anarchist and neighborhood
activist, Karl Hess. His focus was on the
eternal fight for Liberty at all costs, ending
with a lively discussion fueled by questions
from the floor. He was also available”
throughout the evening for individual ques-
tions and small group debates.

Sunday’s agenda consisted -of the Colo-
rado Libertarian Party’s business meeting,
which included a review of last year’s
achievements. New officers were elected:
John Mason, as State Chair, whose objec-
tive for this year is to establish greater party
visibility by establishing an office and staff;
Dave Nolan, as Campaigns Director, who
pledged a two year commitment and will
work for 10,000 ballot signatures by April
1980, saving spring and summer for local
candidates; Dick Eshelman, as Membership
Director, who promises an accurate, com-
puterized membership list with an active

affiliates and fellow-traveler list, and pledges

to make all membership mailings self-

Bill Hunscher, M.L. Hanson, and Ed Clark at Press Conference

Clark, Hunscher Address Convention

Both announced contenders for the 1980
Libertarian Presidential nomination, Ed
Clark and Bill Hunscher, spoke to the Colo-
rado LP’s 1979 convention in Central City,
April 28 and 29, and both generated consid-
erable interest.

The two appeared together on the stage
of the Belvidere Theater in a joint press con-
ference moderated by LP National Vice-
Chair Mary [ouise Hanson. A lot of the
questions came from CLP members and
observers, since the press was largely con-
centrating on the Rocky Flats anti-nuclear
demonstration, which was held the same
weekend. But, despite the attenuated press
coverage, the questions began to bring out
the differences in style and philosophicat’
emphasis between the two candidates.

Both candidates talked about inflation as
a top priority issue, about tapping the ranks
of non-voters for support at the polls, and
about the need for spirited resistance to the
draft.

Hunscher repeatedly tied his comments
on specific issues to the tone of his foreign
policy proposals. He said that fiscal issues
should be attacked from the expenditure
side, giving a balanced budget a somewhat
lessened priority. He spoke with particular
fervor about re-opening the borders of the
United States and “getting the economic pie
growing again’ so that immigration will pose

no problems. He proposes a full-time, on-

the-road campaign from the day the national
convention ends in order to maximize
media coverage of the LP ticket. He

could be trimmed off the present federal
budget in four years, with a whopping $40
billion coming from Department of Defense
expenditures. His campaign plans center on
picking three or four key issues to give the
press and the media a comprehensible, con-
sistent view of libertarian philosophy and
progressively building the campaign up as it
proceeds. Whereas Hunscher proposes to
enter the NewHampshire Demacratic prim-
ary, Clark wants to pepper the airwaves
with LP spots as the other parties maneuver
through their primaries to get press atten-
tion and push the three-party idea.

Colorado’s seventeen delegates to the
nominating convention in September will
have a pleasant dilernma. Either Clark or
Hunscher will make a credible a




puterized membership list with an active

affiliates and fellow traveler hist; and pledges

to make all membership mailings self
supporting; M.L. Hanson, as Communica-
tions and Education Director, in a
temporary capacity to frain a replacement
to handle the job; and Larry Piekenbrock, as
Finance Director, who campaigned for a
functioning bookkeeping system and a
focus on fund raising through direct mailing.
Larry also made a two year commitment to
the job.,

The Convention then adjourned for one
last beer that, for some, lasted into the night.

coverage, the questions began to bring out -

the differences i’ style and philosaphicak

emphasis between the two candidates,
Later in the affernoon, each man gave a
major solo address and fielded more ques-
tions. Clark was infroduced by National
Committeewoman Carol Cunningham (wife
of his campaign manager), and Hunscher by
his regional campaign director, Rick White,

also a member of the National Committee. k

Hunscher came across as the more passion-
ate and intense of the two, while Clark pro-
jected a relaxed, highly professional and
experienced air as a speaker:

CLP Delegates to the 1979
Presidential Nominating Convention

Dave Nolan (Delegation Chair)

Patricia A. Donochue

- Alternates

1818 South Jasmine
Denver, 80224
(H) 759-2244

Douglas Nusbaum

967 Marion #1

Denver, Colorado 80218
831-7294

David Goodrich

1002 East 17th Avenue #301
Denver, Colorado 80218
831-8887

Patrick Lilly

314 Elmwood Drive -
Colorado Springs, 80907
599-7593

Suzanne Conlon

314 Elmwood Drive
Colorade Springs, 80907
. 5997593

Janice Prince

1241 Pennsylvania #1
Denver, Colorado 80203
837-1953

Cynthia Molson-Smith

626 S. Meldrum

Ft. Collins, Colorado 80521
(H) 4846824 .

L. Neil Smith

626 S. Meldrum

Ft. Collins, Colorado 80521
(H) 484-6824 :
Gary Harrison

4680 South Wright Way
Morrison, Colorado 80465
979-6417

85 Odaen #22

Denver, Colorado 80218
(H) 733-3143

(Q) 629 5168

Wainwright Dawson
Box U

Aspen, Colorado 81611
925-6288 or 6794

Sally Mason

168 S. Emerson Street
Denver, Colorado 80209
(H) 733-5916

(O) 794-1550 %375

John Bryant
56 South Monroe

 Denver, Colorado 80209

321-6892

Bert Weiner

1080 York

Denver, Colorado 80206
333-3933

Dick Eshelman

2225 Buchtel Boulevard
Denver, Colorado 80210
733-4005

M. L. Hanson

1175 Vine

Denver, Colorado 80206
(H) 321-7928

(0O) 893-2211

John Mason

168 South Emerson
Denver, Colorado 80209
7335916

Gale A. Norton

950 Clarkson #21
Denver, Calorado 80218
(H) 839-5418

Margaret (Peg) Wright
Route 1, Box 97
Conifer, Colorado 80433

James W. Phelps
Routh 7, Box 126C
Evergreen, Colorado 80439

Nita Hodgson

1320 Norwood :
Boulder, Colorado 80302
4440172

David B. Wood

101 W. Williams Street
Superior, Colorado 80027
(H) 494-4221

(O) 449-3322

G. Drake Jacobs

Box 4962

Aspen, Colorado 81611
(H&O) 925-8447

(D) 925-1606

Alx Beeney

1612 Ridgeway

Colorado Springs, 80906

634-1073

Loran Gayton
556 South Grant

‘Denver, Colorado 80209

722-3740

Clark Crane saves Alice Innocent from t

the-road campaign from the day the national
convention ends in order to maximize
media coverage of the [P ticket. He
addressed the question of cutting the fed-
eral budget very pessimistically, saying that,

~ because of off-budget items and legal man-

dates, a slowing down of the agrowth in
spending and a return to present levels after
four years was about the best that could be
hoped for. He also proposed to use execu-
tive authority to achieve de facto
deregulation. ;

_Clark was more optimistic about the
budget, saying that roughly twenty percent

M.L. Hanson, and Dave Nolan)

he Taxmanin the M.L.O.'"Drama (Paf Lilly,

OTaclo s  seve e Cl EATES ()
nominating convention in September will
have a pleasant dilemma. Either Clark or
Hunscher will make a credible and talented
Presidential candidate. Clark appeared to
have picked up more delegate support at
the Colorado convention than Hunscher,
but it's still anybody’s race. A delegates’ cau-
cus will be held in July which may reduce the
number who are still uncommited. '

The Clark campaign can be contacted at

- 8006 Hesperia Avenue, Reseda, CA 91335

and the Hunscher campaign in Milford, NH
03055. :

Bill Hunscher and Karl Hess in lively discussion with Convention participants
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A Bad Law, Imposed Under False Pretenses

The 55-mph Limit: A Hideous Hoax

by David F. Nolan

Five years ago, the Federal Government
forced a 55-mph speed limit on America. [t
was done by threatening to withhold Fed-
eral highway funds from states which did not
enact the new, lower limit; the funds in ques-
tion, of course, were stolen from the people
in those various states through taxation in
the first place.

All in all, a typical Big Government
“coerce and control” trip. Take the people’s
money, and then agree to give some of it
back if they do what you tell them.

The reason given for this blatant usurpa-
tion of local autenomy was the then-extant
gasoline shortage. “The 55-mph limit will
save gas,” bleated the Feds. “We must all
slow down to stretch our precious fuel
supplies.”

Never mind that the fuel shortage had
been caused by the government itself,
through foreign meddling and disruption of
the free market process, Never mind that
billions of dollars had been spent to build
highways desianed for 70-mph travel. And
never mind that most cars on the road were
also designed for 70-mph cruising. The new
rule was imposed.

Unfortunately, the promised fuel savings
did not materialize. About a year after the
new limit went into effect, the Department

of Transportation admitted—with some
embarrassment—that according to their
best calculaitons, the resultant reduction in

- fuel consumption was about one per-

cent . . . less than ceuld be saved simply
by having everyone increase the pressurein
their tires by two or three pounds.

And so, with the new datain hand, did our
fearless leaders do the right thing and junk
the 55-mph limit? :

Hardly. Instead, they came up with a new
justification.

“Well,” said the safetycrats, “the lower
speed limit may not savegas . . .butit does
save lives.” And at first glance, the figures
seem to support that claim.

In 1973, the last year of the 70-mph speed
limit, there were approximately 55,000 traf-
fic fatalities; in the years 1974 76, the first
three years the lower limit was imposed, the
average number of traffic fatalities was
about 46,000.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, leading defender of the 55-
mph limit, claims that one-half of the 9,000
fatality reduction can be credited to the
lowered highway speed limit. Not an insignif-
jcant saving—4,500 lives.

The NHTSA figures, however, conve-
niently ignore several facts which tend to

weaken their claim considerably. A thor-
oughly researched article by Rich Taylor,
published in Car & Driver magazine (May,
1978) covers these other factors in some
detail; space permits only a brief summary
of his findings here.

Taylor first notes that the rules for deter-
mining the “‘body count” were changed from
1973 to 1974, by shortening the cutoff date
for inclusion from one year after the acci-
dent to one month. This change alone redu-
ces the fatality total by better than 2,000
lives.

He next points out that prior to 1974 the
government’s own figures show 60% of the
fatal accidents occurring at speeds under
55-mph in any case— so at most, 40% of the
7,000-0dd reduction in 1974 and beyond can
be credited to the lower limit. This brings the
number of lives saved down to under 3,000
annually.

Another 1,500 of the reduced total were
pedestrians, he then notes; obviously not
beneficiaries of lower highway speeds.

This leaves a saving of about 1,500 lives
which might reasonably be credited to the
55-mph limit. Until you take into aceount the
fact that later-model cars are more crash-
worthy, that they are equipped with seat-
belts, and so on and so forth.

THE 1979 LIBERTARIAN
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATING
| CONVENTION

Make plans now to attend the
largest Libertarian gathering
in history! You don’t have to be
a delegate to enjoy over 20

N

the groundwork for the 1980
campaign year—a year that
promises to go down in history as
the one in which the Libertarian

i ls of peace, tolerance and

]
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Tavlor’s article concludes that in reality
there is no reason to credit the 55-mph limit
with saving anv lives at all. (If you're skepti-
cal, look it up in the library and analyze his
figures for yourself.)

And even if vou accept the government’s
estimate that it saves 4,500 lives annually,
it’s still a bad trade-off!

According to Professor Charles A. Lave,
a member of the Institute of Transportaion
Studies at the University of California, writ-
ing in Newsweek, the costs of the 55-mph
limit far outweigh the benefits even if you
allow that it does save 4,500 lives.

The reason, simply enough, is that the 55-
mph limit causes us to lose 2.7 billion
person-hours of time each vear, and time
has value—about $6 billlon in this case.
Lave points out that the lost-time cost of the
55-mph limit works out to about $1.3 million
per life saved—and there are lots of ways to
save lives far more cost-effectively.

Putting it another way, he calculates that
Americans spend an extra 102 years riding
around in their cars for each life saved—if, in
fact, the lower limit is saving lives at all.
Since the average remaining life expectancy
of people who die in traffic accidents is well
under 102 years—probably about one-third
of that amount—it becomes evident that the
lower speed limit actually wastes our lives,
rather than saving them.

So . . . the 55-mph speed limit doesn’t
save gas, doesn't save lives, and costs us $6
billion a yearn lost time. What can we do
about it?

A good start would be to write your state
legislators, Congressman, and Senators
urging them to repeal the damn thing. Feel
free to quote any or all of the facts and fig-

' ures cited here.

However, in an era of government
induced fuel shortages, it is less than likely
that our rulers will listen to reason: They
need a scapegoat-—and we, the people, are
it. The 55-mph limit is a great propaganda
weapon, a way to prove that they're “doing
something” —and thus not likely fo be
ropealed until we get some [ ibertarians in




featured speakers, Liberty
Night at Disneyland, a gala

be meefing at the magnificent
Los Angeles Bonaventure Hotel
September 6-9, 1979, to lay

Registration information and
complete details on the convention
will be available in May. For
information about state LP
conventions or group travel
arrangements to the national
convention, write to:
Libertarian Party
1516 P Street NW
Washington, D.C.
20005

Los Angeles
Bonaventure

ideals of peace, tolerance and
liberty once again become the
banquet and much, much more!  focus for political debate
Thousands of libertarians will in America.

SEPTEMBER 6-9, 1979

Paid for by the Libertarian Party
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repealed until we get some Libertarians in
office. i

Which leaves us the options of going
along or practicing civil disobedience.

For those who select the latter course,
that piece of electronic wizardry knownas a
radar detector is probably a worthwhile-
investment.

Traffic tickets commonly cost in the $25-
$35 range these days, with $50 to $75 penal-
ties not uncommon for second and third
“offenses.” Insurance penalties can be even
more costly. Court appearances are a has-
sle. And losing your driver’s license is the
biggest bummer of all.

According to test results reportedin Car
& Driver (February, 1979) the state of the
art in radar detectors is a unit called Escort,
that goes for $250 and is available only by
mail-order, direct from the manufacturer.
Numerous other models costing $120-$160
offer more than adequate protection, how-
ever; the best of these is the Bearfinder, des-
cribed by C&D as “a first-class ticket to
rapid transit.”

What are you waiting for?

911 Tapes Evervthing

A Colorado Springs crisis telephone ser-
vice has discovered, accidentally, that the El
Paso County 911 emergency phone service
records all incoming calls, even after they
are transferred to another agency. They
also trace calls in which suicide is mentioned
and dispatch police to the scene.

Terros, a private crisis hot line, has com-
plained about the practice because they
promise their callers confidentiality without
traces or recordings. Until recently, Terros
had been receiving calls patched through
from 911. The arrangement has been sus-
pended because the 911 bureaucracy
refuses to amend their policy of taping
everything and Terros wishes to protect
the privacy of their callers.

Since Terros wants to receive the calls,
however, further negotiation or court action
is possible. The Terros Board of Directors
has asked the ACLU for assistance. Board
member Charles Malcolmson reports that
the number of calls which should go to Ter-
ros but which go first to 911 will probably
increase in the future, and Terros doesn’t
wish to be replaced by 911, a public agency.
“If we had 911's promotional budget, it
would be no problem,” he says.




From the Chair

by John Mason

Preparing for 1980

In 1976, when [ became active in the Lib-
ertarian Party, Roger MacBride was run-
ning for President, a handful of people were
trying to get him on the ballot in Colorado,
and nobody had the time, energy, or money
to run for office themselves. As the cam-
paign progressed through that year and
more people got involved, membership,
donations, and the general level of activity
and excitement increased phenomenally,
And the same thing was happening all over
the country. By 1978, surely a banner year
for the LP, the results of that campaign were
obvious. Over 250 Libertarians ran for office
last fall, Ed Clark got twice as many votes
for Governor of California as MacBride did
for President, and the results were consist-
ently at least three times better than before.
We were making great and unprecedented
strides. :

And now comes the 1980 Presidential
Campaign. Blessed with two well-qualified
and experienced candidates, we will be
nominating our candidate in [Los Angeles in
September. Without a doubt, the 1979 con-
vention will be the largest gathering of Liber-
tarians in history. We are expecting
thousands, and they will return to their
home states to immediately begin petition-
ing for ballot status. With the momentum we
have now, our candidate will be on the ballot
In not 32 states, not 40, but in 45, 47, or just
maybe, in all 50 states. The LP will be estab-
lishing itself in evervbody’s eyes as THE
third party. And we better be ready.

In Colorado, we have been preparing for
1980 since completing our state campaigns
last fall, The CLP has had a successful mem-
bership drive, established what I consider to

be the finest newspaper in the Libertarian
Party, held its largest and most successful
State Convention ever, put together a large
and active delegation for the National Con-
vention, and elected a slate of officers com-
mitted to making 1980 the success it
promises to be, ;

In the planning process- right now are
numerous projects that will be necessary for
an impressive 1980 campaign. Dave Nolan is
beginning work on the petition drive which
he hopes to start this fall and complete by
April, leaving the summer open for getting
our local candidates on the ballot. Prelimi-
nary disclissions are underway, as well, to
map a strategy for CLP state and local races
in 1980. Dick Eshelman is computerizing
our mailing list for more sophisticated use in
the campaigns. Larry Piekenbrock is devel-
oping a more useful accounting system and
nvestigating possible fund-raising projects.
M. L. Hanson is organizing the Liberty staff
(from four pages to eight pages in two issues
isn't easy) and plans are to be publishing
monthly some time in 1980. Finally, plans
are underway to establish a permanent
office and paid staff, with a target date for full
operation of January 1980. Fund-raising for
this project has already started.

If you are interested in any level of activity
tohelp us prepare for the Presidential Cam-
paign year, please call me at 7335916, or
come to one of the meetings published in the
calendar. If 1976 is any indication, and with
the start we have now, next year will be the
most exciting and rewarding vet for the
Libertarian Party. We're moving toward a
three party system now. In 1980, let’s estab-
lish it.

Movie Review: Libra

by Patrick L. Lilly

The much-touted libertarian movement
film “Libra” had its Colorado premiere April
28 in Central City, at the state Libertarian
convention. It was one of the low points.

The film is the work of World Research
Inc., the same think tank that several years
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occupants complain by debating elemen-
tary economics), while this colony got itself
going and swings around the globe in peace
and contentment, selling their power (we're
never told to whom), apparently quite\gffreg
of the dictates of any government, even if

The Speed Radar Detector with “Performance Plus”

BEARFINDER X-K Two + Two

Put a BEARFINDER on your dash today.
The BEARFINDER X-K Two + Two gives
you performance that is unmatched by any
speed radar device on the market.

The BEARFINDER X-K has lots of
pluses for you. For example, two inde-
pendent antennas to seek out X and K
band radar, and all other bands in be-
tween. Two continual “‘warning
systems" —light and sound to alert you to
radar’s presence. An all new ‘‘fail-safe”
system.

Visit your BEARFINDER distributor to-
day and ask for the finest performing °
speed radar detector on the market to-
day—the BEARFINDER X-K Two + Two!

Write us for free literature!

BEARFINDER, INC.
221 Crane Street
Dayton, Ohio 45403
(513) 228-5067

Distributed locally by Public Distributing
1520 Wazee, Denver. Phone 629-6676

National Committee Report

by John Mason National Committee Region 3 Representative

The quarterly Libertarian Party National
Committee Meeting was held in Raleigh.
North Carolina, on May 5 and 6, in conjunc-
tion with a Regional Conferénce sponsored
by the NCLP. The conference was attended
by well over 100 LP members from the
region, and featured the LP Presidential
candidates, workshops, a panel discussion
on the Future of the LP (which included Neil
Smith, Rick White, Bill Evers, and Murray
Rothbard), and Ed Crane as the banquet
speaker. Regional Conferences, under the
guidance of National Vice-Chair M. L. Han-
son and National Director Chris Hocker,
have become an integral part of Natcom
meetings and are consistently successful
and exciting.

Committee business, which took place
over two days, consisted of reports from the
Regional Reps on state activities (mostl

made by M.L. Hanson, with Region 3 Repre-
sentative Rick White and myself supporting
it. However, after a motion to reconsider
was made by Rick White, Childs was rein-
stated. While the arguments for Randolph
(that as the first Libertarian candidate to win
a major electoral office, he would be a more
appropriate speaker) were impressive, the
committee apparently felt that Randalph’s
current favorite-son status would be in-
appropiate for a keynote speaker.,

In another controversial matter, the Nat-
com, after much debate. rescinded the ear-
lier decision to extend the membership
deadline by which delegates to the National
Convention are allocated. The majority felt
that the earlier action had been too liberal an

Anterpretation of the Party Constitution, and

that action now would preclude credentials
arguments at the Conventionin Sentembe
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e film is the work of World Research
Inc., the same think tank that several years
ago produced the “Incredible Bread
Machine” film.. But despite the better techni-
cal production quality of the new film,
including the services of Gerard K. O’Neill
as a consultant on space hardware, Iibrais
clumsy and hoky in trying to get its message
across.

The rather thin plot concerns an orbiting
space colony of free marketeers (Libra) with
their own economy and culture set up, who
sell microwave solar power to the energy-
starved earth, while the International Plan-
ning Commission tries to (1) embarrass
them on TV, and (2) tax them. But the free
marketeers deliver boring monologues
about rudimentary aspects of economic the-
ory and the Commission and its minions are
stereotypically cloddish and malign villains.
As a result, most of the scenes which are
supposed to be powerful come off as being
laughably unconvincing.

The services of a good science fiction Wri-
ter, for instance, might have given the
viewer some credible idea of how we could
have arrived at a situation wherein, in 2003,
the tyrannical IPC can turn off all the heat in
New York office buildings (about which the

_never told to whom), apparently quite free '

of the dictates of any government, even if
they are threatened.

Just hiring a good writer of nearly any
kind would have helped pare down the ama-
teurish, hackneyed diatribes which pervade
the film. These, rather than believeable
details and interactions, introduce the

‘viewer to the background situation. Pom-

pous “good guys” and fidgety, scatter-
brained apologists for the bureaucrats take
turns deliveririg cliche-riddled monologues
about how regulation is starving the plane-
tary economy and the Librans are doing so
much better. All the things they say are true,
but the level of conversation is so simple
that the characters sound like they’re lam-
pooning themselves as often as not. One
really wonders if they are serious. As drama,
the film falls flat on its face and the whole
thing shrieks “corny propaganda film!”
Amidst the over-acted scenes of grown
adults who supposedly have business deci-
sions to make plodding through high-
school-level libertarian theoary, there’s
supposed to have been—and could have
been—a real message. The whole film
should be re-done. As it is, it may well offend
and turn off more people than it enlightens,

L. NEIL SMITH

Self-Defense Seminars
Combat Pistolsmithing
Custom Holstery

626 South Meldrum Street, Fort Collins, Colorado U.S.A. 80521
(303) 484-6824/482-7791
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took place
over two days, consisted of reports from the
Regional Reps on state activities (mostly
encouraging), reports from various commit-
tees, and a couple of controversial items.
Among the most controversial was a move
to change the National Convention Keynote
Speaker. The Natcom has assumed more
and more direct responsibility for the Con-
vention programs, and while considering Ed
Crane’s convention report, it was moved to
replace Roy Childs as keynote speaker with
Dick Randolph, recently elected State
Representative in Alaska. The motion was

interpretation of the Party Constitut on, and
that action now would preclude credentials
arguments at the Convention in September.
I voted against the rollback, arguing that the
decision to extend had been in the best
interests of the LP and did not necessarily
violate constitutional provisions,

Other items included an outstanding
report of the convention by Ed Crane, con-
cerning which, a package will soon be
mailed out. The convention promises to be
the largest and most exciting gathering of
Libertarians ever.

JOIN!

I want to participate in the growth of the Colorado Libertarian Party.
Enclosed are my dues for the category indicated.
L] REGULAR MEMBERSHIP ®12. Includes subscription to COLO.
RADO LIBERTY, special mailings, and right to vote at the annual CLP

convention.

[0 COMBINED MEMBERSHIP $20. Includes membership in both state
and national parties and subscription to the national LP NEWS,
L) SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP $50. Includes membership in state and
national parties and helps finance CLP projects. -
Ul STUDENT MEMBERSHIP $8. Includes subscription to COLORADO
LIBERTY, special mailings, and the right to vote at the CLP convention.
I hereby certify that | do not believe in or advocate the initiation of
force as a means of achieving political or social goals.

Signature
Name

Address
City

State

Zip

Phone

[J I'm not a joiner, but | would like to subscribe to COLORADO

LIBERTY. Enclosed is $5.00.

PO BOX 1557, DENVER, CO 80201
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Libertarian Sci-Fi

Announcement was recently made of the
establishment of an annual award for the
best science fiction of a Libertarian charac.
ter. The first Prometheus Award of $2500in
gold will be made at the 1979 Libertarian
Party Convention in Los Angeles in
September.

Sponsored by a group of well-known
Libertarian activists, including award com:-
mittee Chairman L. Neil Smith of Fort Col-
lins, the award this year will be for works
published in 1978. Smith has stressed that
the candidates must favor both civil liberties
and economic freedom. The Prometheus
Award Committee, which includes science
fiction novelists such as Smith and Robert
Anton Wilson, has exempted their own
work from consideration.

ROMANTIC

the level of the

love relationships

information
call us at

SELF-ESTEEM

RELATIONSHIPS

A three-and-one-half day intensive conducted by |

NATHANIEL BRANDEN,

author of “Psychology of Self-Esteem”, “The Dis-
owned Self”, “Breaking Free” and soon to be
released “Psychology of Romantic Love.”

it’s aim: to enhance

participants’ effectiveness
in and enjoyment of

Award Announced

The committee will accept nominations
through July. Contributions to help defray
costs are beingaccepted, and a newsletter is
available. For more information, contact
Neil Smith at 626 South Meldrum, Fort Col-
lins, CO 80521, (303) 484-6824. The Prome-
theus Award Committee has no official
connection with the Libertarian Party.

Hunscher Campaign Reorganized

Michael Emerling resigned as Campaign
Manager for Bill Hunscher on May 12. The
Hunscher campaign cited “professional rea-
sons’ for the resignation. Illinois LP activist
Ken Sturzenacker, previously media co-
ordinator for Hunscher, will take over as
manager of the campaign.

July 12-15. 1979
here in Denver

Ph.D.

Starting a new business
or having problems with an old one?

Financial Consulting

BUSINESS BEGINNERS
Dick Eshelman
(303) 733-4005

Denver, Colorado
2225 Buchtel Blvd.

DAVE NOLAN

AD-HOC ADVERTISING
and Public Relations

Advertising ® Brochures
Marketing & Promotional Ideas

759-2244

TAX RETURNS AMENDED
REFUNDS GUARANTEED
THE OTHER TAX SERVICE
BOX 845
AURORA COLORADO 80040

FOR A GOOD TIME
Call
177-2360

MASONMASON

Architecture - Interior Design
168 South Emerson Street
Denver, Colorado 80209
(303) 733-5916

BESTWAY ELECTRONICS

Your Factory Authorized Service Center

SONY e GE e ZENITH e R.C A.
449-3322

David B. Wooed, Owner

2965 Peak Avenue North of Crossroads

Full Line of Vitamins &
Food Supplements & Household
Cleaners. All Natural &
Biodegradable
25% goes to CLP
Call Doug 831-7294

SELF-ESTEEM _
and Romantic Relationships
for individuals and couples

July 12-15

for info. call
Jan Prince 837-1953

L.J.P. STAMP SERVICES
Fine Stamps and Auctions

1495 Canyon Blvd. Suite 50
Boulder, Colorado

MARY-LOUISE HANSON
National Vice Chair
Libertarian Party

Headquarters Home

1516 P Street NW 1175 Vine

Washington, DC 20005 Denver, Colorado 80206
202-232-2003 Res. 303-321-7928

Bus. 303-893-2211




information

call us at
(303)832-8187

The Biocentric Institute, Denver
P.O. Box 2690 Denver, Colorado 80201

Fellow Libertarians:

In order to provide an office for the CLP on a continuing basis, we will require a constant’

source of income to pay for rent, phone, supplies, and hopefully staff. Consequently we are
asking everyone to pledge a monthly contribution to the CL.P Office Fund so that we can be
sure ‘of meeting these continuing expenses. These pledge payments will be specifically ear-
marked for the support of the office, and any amount from $1.00 to $1,000.00 will get us to
our goal.

As an additional incentive, all pledges of $5.00 or more per month willreceive —absolutely
free of charge—a “calling card” ad in the Colorado Liberty.

We need your help now to prepare for 1980. Remember it is only fiat currency.

L.J. Piekenbrock
Financial Director
Colorado Libertarian Party

Monthly Pledge

I hereby pledge to contribute $ monthly to the Colorado Libertarian Party Office
Fund, each month from now through October, 1980.

Signature
Date
NAME (PRINT)
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE/ZIP
TELEPHONE

Copy for “Calling Card” ad in Colorado Liberty ($5/month and up)

INVEST IN GOLD & SILVER
A GOOD IDEA

INVEST IN RARE FOREIGN COINS
A BETTER IDEA!

call us to find out why
Rare Beautiful Historical
A Piece of History
A Work of Art
An Qutstanding Investment

William M.Rosenblum / ndmismatist
box355evergreen.colorado80439

303-674-3614
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