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Libertarians are out in force, working
hard to gaEher enough signatures, but at tEe
current rate of coll-ection, this goal may not
be achieved. l{e might not even get on the
ballot,

So that a crisis of those proportions
can be averEed, the Libertarian Party has

Prizes for Top Petitiorrers
voL, 4 l{0, 7 JULY 1978

The vote of the people of California
that made Proposition 13 a reality is without
a doubt the most visible recent sign of the
wave of tax protests sweeping the naEion.
Examples of dissatisfaction can be found in
many of the 50 states, sometimes in isolated,
1ocal groups, sometimes in well-organized,
well-publicized formal movements .

Illinois's tax protest effort, supporEed
by the Libertsarian Party, is one of the besE
organized, most active groups in the country.
This group, National Taxpayers United, headed
by James L. Tobin, has become more and more
visible in recent months. Newspapers and
television have given widespread coverage to
events such as the April tax protest at the
Main Post 0ffice. That event and others were
supported by Libertarian Party members.

That people are getting fed up with the
overburden of taxes is clear from their
acEions. Over and over again the mandate
coues from the people: "CuE our texes ! "

All that sentiment adds up to a great
deal of momenEum for Libertarian candldates
on the balloE for the 1980 elecEions. Here
in the summer of '78, November 1980 uay seem
far away. But we cannot take advantage of
voters t heightened awareness unless we work
now to get our candidaEes on the ballot.

What does that mean? It means thaE by
the end of July we need between 40,000 and
50,000 signatures on petiEions in order to
get recognition in Springfield.

announced a schedule of prizes to be awarded
to outstanding peEitioners. First prize, for
Ehe volunteer who gathers the greatest nrrmber
of valid names anynhere in the state, will be
an all-expense-paid round Erip by air to the
1978 National Libertarian Convention, September
t-3, in Boston. This includes air fare, hotel
room, and registration for all convention
events with the chance to meet Libertarians
frou many different state chapters. Second
prizes, awarded to those gaEhering more than
1,500 .signatures, will be roundtrip air fares
to the Convention. In addition, atl those
gathering more than 500 nanes will receive
the convention packag€, consisting of registration
for all events. Petitioners who gather more
than 200 signatures will receive a one year
subscriprion to LIBERTARIAU REVIEW.

The Art of Petitioningl
Bv STEVE NELSON

The June SCC meeting revealed much good
news: the L978 Libertariah candidates have
been well received at their appearances.
Proposition 13's success and the ll-linois Tax
Revolt help the Libertarian Party because
people are angry about taxes and attracted to
ihe libertarian position and our candidates.
The advance printing is finished. And, the
party and al-l the cornmiEtees are operating in
the black because financing is coming along.

There is only one fly in Ehe ointment,
but iE's a big one. We need about 40,000+
signaEures.

Let's see what's involved. First, you
equip yourself with a clipboard, a cheap
ballpoint p€D, a handful of New Pol"itical
Times or Tweedle-Dee/tueedle-Dum handouts,
and copies of the petition form required by
the state. Party headquarters has already
mailed these to all LPI members and you can

oontinued on page 4
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Schles;inger'Proposes' Lqissez-Fqire
BY J, M. COBB
ECONOMIC REPORTER

and to distribut-e proceeds among innumerabieclaimants in sueh i way.as to miximize supportat the polls.
The National-Energy_plql proposed byPresidenr Carrer in Apiit, Lg76 his nor ietemerged from.Cong_ress. But, when it doei, itwill be considerably watered dovrn fiom trisoriginal proposals.

First, there is e complex ,'phased de_conErol" of natural gas prices (irtrictr have
been controlled sinc6 1954). These controrssignificangly conEributed ro the natural ga;shortages_in-Igmg_parts of Ehe country in thewinters of 1971-72- and Lg76-71. Seconh, rheCrude gi1 EqualizaEion Tax proposal, whichraise domestic crude's cost to-refiners tothe $f+.00 world price (wirhour allowing rheoi1 pro9ucing companies any additional
revenue), seems to be dead-in the Senate.This would have been the largest single texincrease in U.S. history. AIso, the*varioustax penalties for large cars have been scrapped.

The National Energy planners, however,
are_gearing up for a remaEch. The Departmentof Energy, under James Schlesinger, i; mandatedby law to propose a new nationai energy pf*rr---
e.very lwo years--the next one in April- Lg7g.There is no doubt Ehat energy will'become
more expensive in Ehe future and thaE wewill run out of some kinds of fuel. This
would be the ordinary free market process toreflecE scarcity and make substicules seemeconomical to users. Most readers are awarethat whale oil, rhe major source of fighiini
150- years ago, was repl_aced by kerosenE whenit became scarce. This worl't happen withouta "national" plan, the planners sey.

. -Y"!, why do we need a "national" energyplan? Everyone_engages in persolal plannifi[;
every successful business plans for ttrefuEpre. .A m.ajor jusrification for prop"rryrigh-ts is Ehat planning for resourte Lllolationcan be raEional only iE an assurance existsEhat Ehe resources i.riff sEill be under yourcontrol at the future Eime when you neei
them,

The reason that Carter and so manyCongressmen want a ,'national', .""igy-ff*r, isnoE because there will soon Ue-an-Ei"Igycrisis, but because our Government_dominaEedsociety provides them with an opportunity to
I:r1ld-sope people and punish other" L-y meansor conErols

,, . . 
As proof that we rEaLLy don't need a"naEronal" energy.plan,_and as further proofthat rhe ]-iberriliin solution wouiJ t; rhemost morally co-rrect position, let me quotetwo statements by the notable James R.S-9nfgslngg.r, Seclerary of fnergy. --fhe firsr,tound in the Atlanta Journar aill trre Rtranta'Constitution, May ZL, Lg77 states:

"The tool.of poliEics (which frequenttybecomes its objectir*) -i"-to extract resourcesfrou Ehe generir t.*piv"i r+irh mini-mrrm offense

"The classical laissez-faire response to
the_ energy situation I have briefly outlined
would be to allow the market ro set theprices of oil and natural gas. Thus, the
true value of energy would-become apparent toall. As a result, atEitudes toward Lnergy
would_change, and people would begin to use
it efficiently, and with greaEer iespect for
its value.

"As che price continued to rise, other
forms of energy would become more competitive
with oil and natural gas. In this way the
marEetplace would gradual"ly phase our these
fuels , repl-acing them with- cbal, nuclear
power, and, ultimately, with sources such as
solar energy, which are virtually inexhaustible.

"True, Adam Smith's 'invisible hand'
would probably accomplish these economic
Bgals rather efficiently. However, this
classical- economic procLss, ideal though it
may be for allocating resources, is noE the
most effective arbiter of social and political
interests. "

There is no doubt in his mind that the
free market would solve the energy supply
problem, but those "social and poiitiiral-
interests" require something elie. The
second statement was publisEed ten years ago,
before he became a powerful man and'joined"
forces with Richard- Nixon and then Jlmmy
Carter. In a 1968 article in the Journal of
Law & Economics he told us ruhaE those ,'social
and political inEerests, require.

continued on page 6

Campaign f)inner
The nexr c*lppgign-dinner will be Honday,Jul,y 24, 7:00 pM,-Reii Srar Inn, frving-i;;I"Road and Kennedl Expressway. ii wfll Ee-ouiusual Red Star feast for $i0. you 

"rr, ".ri-tt-re price to only $5 Uy bringing two com-ple ted -peririons . Brin[ r"i.""of,pifr"i-i. rr _

-!igi",!l:" glyone els6 and wrn tfie-piil":_your dinner FREET

AfEer dinner our speaker will be Grant Ford,
Eossible candidare- for alderma., f;;;--; i;k;:front ward. Fold who is 

"aflo, of cAi iii;Emagazine, will discuss Lhe politfcaf neeas-ofgays in Chicago. A quesrioir period willrollow the talk, which wlll slarE at g:30.

To ensure sufficient space and enouehfood at dinner,.y!u're ,"q"!*i"al; ;;;;-;o"=reservations and $10 per person to Liber_
-tarian Party, Box 313, Chicago, IL 60690.
Ig* **y^phone in your rese..rIrio.r-rr-iSi2j
248-?249.
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Dne pefirton, catnyaign nr,issed

Amid all the hoopla attending Gov' James R'

Thompson's petition drive to place his tax-

llmit proposition on the November ballot'
tt 

"r* 
wailost the news of another, successful

petition camPaign.
Although you would have searched in vain

for h dispatch out of Springfield Aug' 12, it was

on that day that the State Board of Elections
certified the Libertarian Party candidates for
a place on the batlot; their 34,000 valid signa-

tures having been filed Aug. 7 and having gone

unchallenged.
"So what," you say, "34,fiX) signatures in a

state that numbers its voters - dead and alive

- in the millions are not tikely to make much
difference."

To some extent that is correet. We have been

taught that there are but two "great" political
pariies and that it is on this premise that our
democracY survives.

That, oi course, is balderdash (the post

polite word for it). There have almost always
L"en more than two parties in this country
and, on occasion, the mavericks have held the

balance of power. And, white two loose coali-
tions calle0political parties, do share power in
the United States, their claims to greatness

daily are refuted.
The Libertarians claim to be "the party of

principle."rThis probably dooms them to per-
petua[ minority status, principle not being a

The Register-Mail

popular political virtue these days.- 
In a society seemingly hell-bent for more

and more regulation and more and more
collectivism, the weird and almost unnoticed
Libertarians advocate more and more individ-
ual freedom and individual responsibility'

They harbor the silly notion that man is a
rationat being and, given the opportunity, is
quite Iikely [o act in his own self-interest
wittrout much guidance from the elite, elected
or not.

The Libertarian Party platform holds that
the only way to really reduce taxes is'to
reduce spending, and the only way the state
can reduce spending is to get out of people's

lives. A free economy, it says, is the only
proven way to a sound economy. Deficits and
government controls produce funny money
and distorted (black) markets.

Libertarians also subscribe to the belief that
brotherly love can neither be advanced by
legislation nor by judicial dictate; that you
cannot have a crime without a victim; that
national defense is a legitimate, constitutional
concern of the federal government, but in-
terfering in the affairs of other nations is not.
They also maintain that the state's schools
are, by and large, a fraud perpetrated against
their consumers (the students) and a not-so-
polite means of plundering the taxpayer.

The party's platform is, of course, much
more domfretrensive. It woutd be worthy of
any thinking person's consideration, even if it
did not contain this little quixotic gem: That
the ballot, in the listing for each office, offer
the choice, "None of the above." Libertarians
believe such a choice would improve voter
partic ipation immeasurablY.

Libertarian candidates Bruce Green and
Georgia Shields are up against some tough
odds tn trying to become, respectively, our
next U.S. Senator and next Governor. But
placing their names on the ballot deserves
every bit as much recognition as the placing
on the ballot of a proposition without means of
enactment. Perhaps it deserves more.
Glenn Eberhardt, Managing Editor

LESTER T. PBITCHARD, Prcsident

JOHN T. PRITCHARO, Puillcltsr
PAUL E. LOiIDON, benere, *lultr/gfl'

RUSSELL CUNNINGHAM,
,dwfiritl|g Curector

JEFFHEY OETTZ.

Madoting Manager

WAYHE SMITH,
Compsing Foreman

VERI{ON C. UTSII{GEB,

Eusrness Manege,r

PATHICK NEMETH,

Ctrculettut Managet

WILLIS HOOGEMAN,

Pro,ss Fonman

CAFOL EEIGHTON, Clrstlled Maneger

ROBERT F. HARRISON, EdtIOT

GLENN EBEBHAFOT, Maneging Edi'/ot

NOHMA J. CUNNIIIGHAM, lssocicte Editpr



Are lhe pt; - .P-tr

Ed Clark o-{ it-ffir+H anti-trust

eople ready for Ed Clark?

Sacramento, CA
(sacramento Co.)

Union
(Cir. D. 95,061)
(Cir. Sun.94,143)

lawyer from Los Angeles running for
governor as an Independent-Libertarian.

You expect a kook. dF
Ed Clark is a soft-spoken man of

conviction with ideas that criss-cross
Eepublican-Democratic party lines and
approach the public mood more directly
than anything else in generations.

HE AtlD HIS people collected 183,000 ,

signatures to get him on the ballot
against Democratic Gov. Brown and
Bepublican Evelle J. Younger

"I think l'm a legitimate candidate
and I'll receive a substantial number of
votes," he said. "The Libertarian Party
candidate got 60,000 votes in 1974 with a
write-in eandidate and no campaign."

The Libertarian Party was founded in
an apartment in suburban Denver in l97l
by an advertising copy writer. At the
moment the party is pushing philosophy.

"LIBEBTABIAHS BELIEVE that an
individual should be able to live his or
her own life in any way they want so long
as they don't interfere by foree or fraud
with the equal right of others to live their
lives as they want.

"Eventually we look for a completely
voluntary society. The sole function of

Ilon Hoenshell
government is to defend the rights of
individuals."

The party, he said, has organizations
in all 50 states and in Guam and Puerto
Rico and adtled that "we are going to
elect some people this year" among the
350 candidates who have made ballots
across the country.

"I view lgB4 or 1988 as the year when
we're really going to make a run at the
presidency," he said. "\fle've already
established ourselves as the legitimate
third party."

LIBERTARIAIYS, he said, are fighting
for many of the ideals both major parties
have offered but never delivered-less
government, economic freedom, civil lib-
erties and individual rights.

OK, you're running for governor and
what would you do in California?

Well, Proposition l3 was only a first
step. He would offer a 9500 tax cut to all
tenants giving them relief equal to that
granted homeowners. The iandlords
could keep the tax break l3 granted.

Fine, but if everybody could live as he
or she wanted, what about the welfare
recipient who is into idleness regardless
of his ability to provide for himself?

CLABK'S IDEA IS that this person is
taking his living by fraud as a "recipient
of charity rather than the holder of a
right," and would be required to work.
Private charities would keep him in
oatmeal.

Under Ed Clark's government, there
would be a one-third cut in the.ctate sales
tax to provide relief for low-income
people, a full indexing of the income tax.

There would be an $800 tax credit for
parents who send their children to pri-
vate schools. Now they pay twice, proper-
ty taxes to support public schooJs and the
tuition and other costs of private schools.

It was widely reported that Clark is in
favor of prostitution, drug abuse includ-
ing heroin, homosexuality and other
moral depredations whieh violate crimi-
nal laws.

WHAT IIE FAVOBII is tallng them out
of the system of justice as victlnless
crimes, leaving the jurisdiction over
these problems with society's lnstltutlons,
starting with the family.

Attempts to enforce the law against
victimless crimes have tunned out to be
futile, he said. Havtng acknowledged
failure, law enforcement would have
more time and resources to put down
crime that renders victlms unable to
pursue their right to happiness.

Clark said that 20,to 30 percent of Q?,
crimes against property are commltted
by a small number of people wlth expenJ
sive drug habits. And the poor livlng in
poor neighborhoods ane mone llhely the
victims than not.

HE CONGLUDES that the perforur-
ances of the Republicans and Democrats
have turned 0ff mlllions of people tn the
United States.

"I think we'ye got somethlng new and
diflerent to say and I believe people are
ready for something nev and differunt,"
he said.

No kook is Clark.

Don Hoenshell is editor ot the $acra-
menta Union.



The Post Office--lVlillions for Subsidy
but Not One Cent for Efficiency

3

BY HOWARD I{CCOI{NELL

Perhaps no institution in our uuddled nixed economy leflects the faLlure of governmentlun agenciea as well ae the U.S. Poatal Service. We are now confronted with a fiist-claseraise in rates that will affect Dillions of malL uaers, and less obvious increases inparcel _poat and thlrd-claes mailings will have their consequences in the prlce increases
on goods and servicee u8ing mail dellveriee, t|hat is pathdtlc abour the increa". Ls thatlt ls but the tip of a nongtrous deflcit that the post-office runa every year, and theattenpt to "privatize" the institution hea not resirlted in freedou frou- c6ncriesional
handouts- _ cranted, a $400_ uillion a year nall eubsldy appears to be small Eorp"rta io
budget allocatlong of negabucks, buE the postal servite iris a gimick going foi it that is
eeldom found ln privatc endeavore.

It outlawa the coEpetition.

WHAffA l DO
WITH A.SPECIAL
DELIVERY/ LEfTER

6NE ffTO
1{E 6tIY IN
,T}1AT FOOM.t

Any sLudent of Econouics 101 leartrs Ehe dl,fference between a 'haturaL" and "fiat"monopoly. The natural roonopoly ie a function of unit cost/productl.ve capacity, in whichthe price of the good or eeivice is so low rhat entry into ihe market is' disc6riraged.Fiat monoPoly is a function of law by rdhich the stat:! prohibits coupetirion by thieats offine, penalty, and imprisonuent. ThL exclusLve franchise, the fa'roied route, the terrltorialalLocation are meana of businees distributLve techniquea. But no businese cin padlock thedoors of- the compelition with a writ siurpty because dhe conpetition lrants to prbduce inthat market--rmless Ehe government has firti investiture in ihat rrarket.

.. A-ttny clauge in our Constitutiou giviirg Ehe'govetnment the right to establish a"postal service" and to Daintain post rdads iae thi entry ,-nto the Economy. Stnce 17g9,no institution has been used as air excuse for encroachmeit more widely thin the nails,fron the construction of canals, then roads, then railroads, and finaily air routes. 'Itrefattest subsidies of all are dispeneed to those carriers of'oaiL sacka,-lrhich account forabout 50 Percent of long-haul deiivery. Itre argrrlent that this subsidf of airlines lras
necesaary for that industry's growth is epeciouJ, had any air carrier f,een allowed to pick
up and deliver mail at a price-it could eirtablish ln the'coDpetitlve market, we would iraveaccelerated the growth of airmail service, lut the government bottlenecked ihe operationfrom boEh ends. Government determined whici airlin6 would get the contracr aftei it hadfailed miserably in an atterpt to use the uilitary servlces"to catry tt. mails in thetwenties, and it maintained a stranglehold on the operation by prevlntlng alr servicesfrom establishing their own courier-agencies.

. BuIk handllng of oall appears to be a couplex operation. It ls complex, but only
because-the lega1 constraints make lt so. Ile have the technorogy for "iistant letteri'orfacaimile -reproduction available to ue nou, but again, no one wfil produce the hardwarerequired for the masa market whlle facing ihe govErnulnt's refusal io alLow corpetitlve
systems on the market. Ihls obvious reeEraint-of trade is not plotested by the-liberals,conaervatives cite the efficiency- of the u.s. postal service as'compared t5 ttaly orspain: but no one states the real reason for defending the out!rcrn nonolith: tilat is,the patronage -facilitles for giving jobs to loyaL workErs if they can walk a oail route or
.(perhap-s) read a zip code. No lndustry ralliei to defend itseLf- llke the posral agencies,both labor and nanageEent being Ln fuli agreeuent. If anything even smelli tike c6npetiiion,sue the devil out of it. the postal_ uniois lately have blcome-very vicious, vorking'over
neighborhood ueasenger services in the courts so that 1ega1 defens; fees make ttre tioifimargins untenable.

continued on page 6
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PETIII1NING from page L

get copies by phoning or wriLing. Having
gotEen these things, Iou head for Ehe nearest
high-traffic location. "High-traffic," in
this case, does not mean auEoruobile traffic,
but rather pedesEfan traffic: train stations,
supermarkets, movie lines--any place there's
a stream of people. You then stert asking
these people to sign your peEition (more on
this later). About a fifth of them will-
sign.

After each form is signed'by Ewenty-five
people, you must complete the statement at
the bottom of the form, track down a notary
public (most people go to their bank) and
sign the form in Ehe notary public's presence.
Then you mail the forms to party headquarters,
or bring them to the monthly dinners in the
hope of getting a swell feed on the house.
The people working at headquarters count the
signatures, bind the forms, and haul Ehem off
to Springfield on the appoinred day. If
there are enough signatures--about 40,000--
no one will challenge Ehe petition, and our
candidates will go on the ballot. If rhere
are fewer signaEures other parties may find
it attracEive to chal-lenge and the signaEures
will Ehen be examined one by one and checked
against the registration rolls. At least
ten percent will be ruled illegible; an
unknown but sizable number won't correspond
to the rolls, and some more will be losE to
signature matching. The legal minimum is
25,000 and 24,999 won'E do.

It should be noted Ehat rhe U.S. Labor
Party has proclaimed its determination to
keep "fascist" parties (they probably mean
any competing party) off the ballot by
challenging whenever possible.

But what about asking people? This
seems to be a problem with many Libertarians--
Ehey have no difficulty approaching their
acquaintances, buE the thought of jusE
barging up and facing a total stranger makes
them nervous. We1l...it's like swimming; the
first plunge is Ehe hardest. You can make.
matEers easy for yourself by cormnencing
operations in a place--and a conmunity--Ehat
is familiar to you. If you know the social-
"ground rules" and are sure you know them,
that first petiEion is much easier. Later
ofl, you may well get a kick out of the facE
that petitioning provides an excuse for
visiting strange eonununities. But do it the
easy way the first time.

So there you are--you've got your clipboard,
pen and forms; yourve dressed in a mi1dly
conservative way (by the standards of the
cornmunity you're workirg) and here comes your
first prospect. You hold your clipboard io
-thg prospect can see it--it keeps yo,, from
being- t1\en for a hooker or a rlpi-st--but you
also hold it so he or she can't iead it
.(curiostiy is a powerful Ehing). you ask,
"Excuse me, but are you a reglsEered voter in
Illinois?" Negative responses rate an irnurediaEe
"Thank you" as you turn to the next person.

- -For a positive response, turn the clip-
board Eoward your prospect and ask, "May I-please have your signature on a petition so
that rhe Liberrarian (emphasize LfSgnfaRIAN
for name recognition) paity's candidates can
be on the ballot in November?', If they are
relucEant, remind them that they are nbtjoinin-g or voting but just saying we should
have the same chance as other paities. A
negative response raEes a "Thank you" anyway.

About a third of the signers will sign
aL this point with remarks to the effect Ehat
everyone should be on the ballot; don't say
anIEhing, just hand over the pen. Ten or
fifteen percent want assurancLs they won't
g-eE mailings , - which they won' t (maybe they
should, but they won't). A few pebple want
assurarlces they won't "geE in troub1e,,'
{Sain remind them that they are not voting
for us or supporting us but allowEg us to
appear on the ballot in November.

Finally, about half the signers r^rant to
know what the pa,rty stdnds for. -In Dupage
g-ou+ty, !h" answer goes something like,
"We're the minimum government paity; our
sEate candidates are pledged to reduce the
the state budget 25 percent and end the state
income cax." T.his answer won't get the
schoolEeacher's signaEure of couise, buL most
DuPagers are mainly seeking assurance that
werre not a socialist partt. In oEher areas
answer "We're Ehe civil liberties party;
prosecution of victimless crimes should be
stopped.rr The idea is Eo develop one short
answer that catches the most signatures in
the area while staying entirely-truthful.

Last and most delightful, about one
person in two hundred will s4y, "Libertarian
Party--sure, I'11 sign!" These are the
people who voted Libertarian the last time;
be NICE to EEremT If you have copies of the'New Political Times or other campaign material
they,'re usually happy to have it. Tf you
don't have it, be sure to mention Georgia
Shields or Bruie Green to them

How can you teII if you,ve got it all
together? We've found thit a prEtty goodpetitioner will run a long-term avera[e ofabout twenty signatures an hour. This-is up
abouE 20 percenr from Lg76; nobody knows wiryfor, sure. If- you have ideal conditions, you
can go over thirty, but those conditions
don't usually last for more than a few hours.If you are running under fifteen signatures(long-term again)1 lou'd do well to changeyour location. If you're running more tEan
about six refusals pef signature-(long-term
still fgain; it's nothing-to have'tweity
refusals in a row) you'd-better experimLnt
with your approach.

To sumrnarize, even a beginner can get
one hundred-plus_ signatures in one Satuiday
outside the locaI supermarket. If every Lpi
member- spgTt two Saturdays petitioning, wE
would be finiFiled. We'd-be-on rhe baiiot
with plenty of signatures to spare and rnrouldn't
have to spend precious campaign funds on
professional petitioners. - And we would have
t4ken a long step toward carrying Illinois.

+



-5-

The Tox Revolt Affer Jorvis Gqnn
BY RICHARD SUTER

On June 6, the people of California took a glant etep toward freeing themselveg frou
governuent's yoke: a two-to-one vr.ctory for the Jarvis-Ginn constitutional aEendnent
elashLng real eatate taxea and putting ll$its on new taxea in Callfornia. the inttlaL
effect of Jarvia-Gann will be to cut Ehe average Californla real eatate tax bill by 57
percent .

_ You've got to cheer when one iDportant crioe lrave le wiped out in one awoop. But
Daybe there can be cwo cheers lf the- spendlng cuta are handl-ed with a touch of i:lass.

I'l're votera of California nade their demand for lower taxes loud and c1ear. A two-to-
one uPae_t for lower taxes i8 a Eost emphatic etateDent about aoythlng ln thls half of the
twentleth genlurl. Even oore wonderment comeg from an election day Survey that indicated
more than half of the government employeee voted for the tax cut; ipparently taking a
chance of losing their job rather tLan the sure bet of losing their- Lomes t6 cloud-nine
taxation.

_It _aeema that the people mandated lower taxes, but again Daybe they really dldn,t.
Trends donrt move in sBralght lines: rhat goes for publtc opini6n, the'stock oarket,
roads, and planes too; things are never as siuple as straight ahead. Proof of the wavea
caDe in a Gallup PoLI a week ago showing that only 37 perc-nt of voters favored tax cuta
leading 1ed to reductions in "egsential- governuent servlces."

_ Ih"t _t!re people percelve as "essential" changeE, too. Ten years ago nearly everyone
thought public schooL were essentlal government services. Now weaLthy peopLe aie aL1 but
boycotting government 

- achools, arrd poor people are j unping at the flrst opiortunlty to do
Eh-e same. On Chicago's l,'Iest Side, an exLrenely low-inloroE area, the Cathoitc elernlntary
echools are bursting wlth Etudents while the cLurchee next door stand enpty. obvtously,
even poor parenca, aa aoon as they have a few extra dollars, get thelr offspring out of
the government echool and lnto tha nearest prlvate school they can ftnd. ApparEnt1y,
learning to read and \,Eite Ls uore appealln! these days.

"lF PnoposITIoN 13

HAS PoIITICIANS l.lonnIEo Agour

THE TexPnYens Revott,

Warr'ut THrY HEan Asour THtsl"

{w
By sopg-tallies, eaaential governnent servicea lnclude: police, fire department,

eewers_, public libraries, courte, iails, water, road8, and a few otfrer aeeoiied task6.
Down the road, people Eay eventually decide thit thegi eervices aren't eegenilal either.But we're not down the road; itJs 1978. I suppose we ehould be happy with uore than a 50percent cut in the criDe rate that Jarvia-canir- provided. Do we reiiiy expect totalvictory ao fers yeara after every young AoerLcan- male had a forced &fin diriyi

. se-ttlng _the Eorar eaee asLde; taxea are incentives not to produce. rf we rdant toeqjoy the highest standard of 1lvir.rg- possible, rre do not r,rant airything to "t.rrd-in-tf,. ,"y
?I pr?d:rg,tl9". {ny cut in raxea will- bring increaaed producttdn--'-TEE ii'" "or only taxeirthat inhiblt production, it,s how the government spendi the taxes.

-Before world war rr, taxes provlded those "essential" government selvices thatpeople were stil1 coucerned about. The taxes iupeded producEion and reduced everybody's
standa.rd of Living, but it rras a one ahot deal;- thougir bad, ooet people fognd thl siluationtolerable.
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TAX REV2LI from page S

Since World War I1, however, taxes have
been a doubLe-edged slrord to reduce production.
First the tax: an incentive not to produce.
Second, tax spending has increasingly taken
the form of regulation of everything; from
ml-ce to nuclear energy. Itrs the double-
wharrrny eff ect.

The double whanrqy has brought the United
States and othgl major industrial world
economies to a virtual halt. Productivity
has virtually stopped increasing because of
slack lnvestment in new, modernized plants
and equipment.

Now that we have e chance to end the
double whannny, let's do iE. The bureaucrats
want to cut so-called "essential" government
services. The voters have conmritted a no-no
and must be pr.rnished. Libertari.ans should be
active in local polities to get the messaBe
across loud and clear: First we must show
that politicians can restrict their ornrn
machine before cutting essentiaL services.
I'lo one is going to feel any effect if Ehe
regulators get cut; the inspectors, central
planners, and other payrolLers whose job
descriptions we can't even find. These are
clearly non-essenEial government emptoyees.
The message to the politicians rmrst be to cut
obviously non-essentiat services. As they
don't, Libertarians uust lead the people to
throw the politicians out of office at the
next election.

Second, Libertarians must campaign so
that "essential" government services can be
put on a free market. Our principles urtrst be
undersEood so Ehat we can prevenE politieians
from promoting more taxes to pay for Ehese
services all over again. If there are people
who Ehink there are some essential government
services; so be lt. Just have the needing
public office call a news conference telLing
of the need. Since it's a real need (obviousLy)
voluntary contributions will fLood in, probably
far exceeding what the tax col-lector ever
demanded.

The essential element of the taxpayerrs
revolt is that it is showing the people that
they've been lied to again. Taxes can be cut
by 50 percent and more, and the people won't
even notice. Then if Libertarians have done
their jobs, w€ can cut the other half of the
tax biIl, getting rid of almost all the rest
of non-essential government services.

The second hurrah for the current tax
revolt can be accomplished only if Libertarians
make the effort to become outspoken leaders
in local political affairs. JusE a few

d Libertarian voices can make theinciple
fference. There are a few Libertarians in

Illinois who have made a difference. Every
individual's participation is important in
determining public opinion.

P)SI-1FFICE from Page 3

Examlnation bf an, Iarge-volumg posE
office will inforur the most naive individual
in the world what constitutes Ehe major
problem with mail. It is labor: Hand opera-
tions constitute Ehis industry to an extent
that the inmensity of payroll could raise the
price of a first-class letter to at leasE a
quarter. Labor to read the address, Labor
to face a letter, that is, turn it so the
address faces up. Labor Lo read the address.
Labor to pigeonhole its destination, Labor
Eo bundle. Labor to carry to transport points.

Then, oD Ehe oEher end, labor to unbundle.
Labor to fine-sort. Labor to route-divide.
And finaIly, labor to drop it in your box.
Each of these steps requires a discriminative
capacity of human perception, and with all
the operations performed on one piece of
maiI, it is a wonder it arrives at all.
Could it be automated? Of course. Would it
decrease unit costs and maximize efficiency?
You bet. Will we see these innovations take
place ?

Are you kidding? Labor equals payroll
equals votes. Senator. Snerdly got his job
through the efforts of the precinct worker,
who is now leaning against his sorEing stool
playing with your mail, ready to sacrifice
his all to prevent any machine from taking
his job. The fact that these "inside" people
could be used to assisE in deLivery, which
keeps dwindling in frequency and efficiency,
would offend the leEter earriers who have
their orin f iefdom to protect.

So you pay. Every year, the subsidy
grornrs larger, the price of the sEamp becomes
greater, and the service entqenches itself
even deeper. Thoughts of cenEralizing delivery
such as a greater P.0. Box concentraEion, or
P.O. Boxes in secondary staEions meet classic
"stbnewalling" at the adminisLration level.
The Post Office is the last place in the
world for innovations, and unless the entire
structure of this particularly avaricious
monopoly is broken where iE real1y counts--in
the legislation that allows them to be subsi-
dized and prohibiE competition--we will be
subject to even greater inefficiencies and in-
eptness in the simple task of cornnrunication.

SCHLESINGER from page Z

There should be no doubt in anyone's
mind that the name of the game is Rip-Off.
We have to cry "foul" if the chief national
energy planner is willing to admit in a
newspaper interview that the free market
would solve the problem efficiently but that
his Administration is prepared to perpetuate
or to worsen the problem--so that they ean
maximize support at the polls. why should
anyone give this government support? You
tell me the qualitative difference between
Jirmny Carter and Idi Amin!

As the old folksong says, the one will
rob you with a six-gun and the other with a
founEain pen.

pr
di
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A Cleveland radio announcer has reported
a case of a dissatisfied consumer who feels
he has been cheated on an insurance policy.
He gi-ves the following reasorls:

-The policy was ori-ginally purchased by
his parents. tr'lhen they discovered it was
fraudulent, they were Eoo embarrassed to do
anything about it.

-When it came time for him to assume the
paymenEs, he was told there were no similar
policies available.

-After his parents had paid inEo Ehe
policy for 18 years, and he had paid for
another LZ years, he found that the policy
had no cash value.

-From Eime to time he is required to
increase his payments for supposed increases
in benefits...whether he want-s them or not.

-His parents both died and received no
benefits from the policy. If the man himself

Consumer Froud

Foir Time

-ai.-a now, lhe policy would pay nothine becausehe has no famiry and no rigLt'to n"*"'anotherbeneficiary.
-The insrirution holding his policy has

lot ghown a profit since its inception; nor
has it invested any money to pay lolicyholders in rhe furure. Recently ir haipublicly admitted to being near bankruptcy.

-The insritution will not alLow him to
change hi.s policy or Eo drop it and use his
money to buy a betEer policy elsewhere.

-The text of the poliey is two volumes
long and contains more than 800 pages. In
order to get a copy of it he wouid-have Eopay $2.50

If you- think this man is being cheated,
you are- right. But he is not Ehe only one---
Iou.probably have the same policy youiself.
IE is called "0ld Age Sgrvivors Lnd Uisability
Insurance," cormnonly called SOCIAL SECURITY. 

-

from The Ohio Libertarian Newsletter

Fun, frolic, and fantasyl
Live out your wildest dreams.
Find ouE whaE it's like on Lhe
other side of a booth at the
fair. Learn e new approach to
Eaking petition signatures.
Work with libertarian candidaEes.
Answer quesEions abour libertarian
principles. Come on in and
work at a county fair.

The fairs will be a
tremendous boost to our petition
efforts. Printed balloons and
other various surprises will
be used to ture fairgoers Eo
our booths. Then our illustrious
candidates w111 aid you in
explaining basic Libertarian
principles, and overhelm the
fairgoers with rational alternaEives
to governmenE.

Don't Elsa your chance to participate Ln front line actlon. A11 fair dates are li8ted
Ln the box for you to clip out and save. Use the schedule to make p1an8 to come and work
at any of the cotmty fair8.

County fairs provide a large, graasroota audlence for phllo8ophical 1dea8. ltre
average cost of each falr booth is approxlnately $250, which lncl.udes the cost of the
booth, space rental, tranaportation of the booth, and supplles. But to succeed we t0uat
have dedicated volunteers and enough Eoney to cover the costs. T'he inveatment ln time and
money is soall compared to the potential gro\ th ln local support.

If you are able to volunteer your aervices, let ua knortr by calling or writing to the
caEpaign headquartera in Chlcago. If you'd like to help out with fair coata, donations
can also be sent to the caEpaign headquartera, at 2745 N. Clark, Chicago, Illinoig 60514.
Ttre phone is 3L2/248-2249.

So Eake plans to work at the fair and prepare yourse!-f for the firn,

DATES AND LOCAT I ONS OF L 1 BERTAR I AN FA I R BOOTHS

LaSALLE COUNTY at 0TTAWA

JULY 24.27

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY at EAST H0LINE
JULY 25.29

LAKE COUNTY At GRAYSLAKE

JULY 27-30

McLEAN COUNTY at BL00HIHGT0N
AUGUST 1 -5

I(ANE COUNTY at ST. CHARLES

AUGUST 1.6

HcHENRY COUNTY at 1.I00DST0CK

AUGUST 2.6
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The LP wlil have booths
s9t up at several gun
shows durLng July and
Auguet. On July 15 and
L6 the show wLll be
sponsored by the Sauk
TraLl Gun Club, and will
be at the fair grounds in
PrLnceton, The Elgin Gun
Club is sponsor of-the
show on July 16, to be
held ln Elgin. If you
can help by working at
the LP booth for either
of these shows, please
call Ken Sturzenacker at
Chicago headqr:arters,
248-2249. PetLtioners
are especialty welcomel

NaEional Taxpavers
United of Illinoii is no*trying to raise funds forthis surnrner' s campaign
against Cook CounLy
proPerty taxes. send
contributions to National
Taxpayers United, 5049
West Augusta Blvd.,
Chicago, IL 60651

-8-

_ On Snnday, 'Ju1y 
L6at 2:00 PM, Di: Jamls

Dunke1 wtll host the Julv
SCC ueetlng, to be held 'at his offlce, 1806 S.Al-pine, Rockford. It'snq+r the Route ZO exitoff I90. If you needfurther lnstrlcttons,
call his office ar t6fS)
398-0304.

NOTA.s July meetingwill be a ptcnit at
Ravinia, Saturdav. Julv
22. Meer in froiri of the
Murray Theater et 6 pM orlook for the group on theLann. PortrucE piinic
before the concert. Lawn
4dmission to the park is
$4.00. CaIl Bonnil Kaplanat (312) 647-8684 if vou
can bring some refresh-

i rtr€flts to the picnic.

Sign up to work ina fair booth today. Dofirt
waLt until too late andall the choice dates aretaken. CaIl 3LZ/Z4g-ZZ4g
and' let us know when lrou
would .like to be a fair
volunteer.

An analysis oi rRS
Conmlssioner Jerome
KurEzt recent speech
definirig a "religion"
acceptable.to the IRS ie
availbale from the Free
Church of America, P.O.
Box 303, Lombard, 11.
60148. Send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope
for reply: any contriLurion
would be appreciated.

Voh:nteers are
desparately needed to
wotk both days and evenings
at the Libertarian Campaign
Headquarters" If you are
availabl-e to work, please
contact Jeff Friedman at
headquarters by writing
2745 N. Clark, Chicago,
I1linois, 60614. Or call
3L2 I 248-2249 .

Correction: In last
month's issue we incorrectly
cited a publisher of two
books and omLtted mention
of another book. I'he
sentences should have
read. ". . . A New Dawn For
AnerLCa and Jirmy Carter'seT@r of EESourE.:
FuEfGfedTy-Freenmir
, and Essays on Havek.
pub 1 i s ffil-j6-in r 1 fffiuewYork University and-
Hillsdale Collbge prese,,'
We apologize to-a1I
concerned.

The Illinois Libertarian
is looking for a cartoonist
to illustrate political
articles. If you wouldlike to vol-unteer your
q?lgr-rt, call Mike Ray at(312) 274-3L49 or MikL
Hepple at Libertarian
Party Headquarters (312)
248-2249.

The llllnois Libertarian is publishe
S ubsc r i ptll-il-ETuffiE-aTn ua I membe rs
sustaining; $10/regular; $8/student. Sub
expressed herein are not necessarily thos
HcConnell. Articles should be submitted
and other inquiries should be submitted t

onthly by the Libertarian Party of lllinois.dm
hip
scr
eo
to
ot

in the Libertarian Party o
pt i on for non-members: $8/
LP., its officersr oF the

he editor, The lllinois Li

f lllinois: $25/
yea r. The v i ews
editor, Eleanor

i
f
t
h

bertarian ; membership
e LPl, Postal affi-C hicago, I I 0690.
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