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The Libertarian National Committee met in Las
Vegas, Nevada on December 12 and 13 and
- approved an ambitious program and budget for
1993. Included in the plan:

» $100,000 to get a jump-start on ballot access for
1996 by doing as many ballot drives as we can in
1993;

» $150,000 in net revenues to be placed in a fund
to assist winnable races in 1994;

» 599,000 to send prospecting letters to lists of
potential sympathizers;

» $94,000 for mailings to our 1992 and 1993
inquiries, inviting them to become members and
contributors;

» $81,000 for our campus organizing program;

» $116,000 for a high-powered national director,
associate director and staff.

Good Luck to Departing Staff
Welcome to New Director

Our national office will be experiencing a
complete turnover in staff during January.
National Director Nick Dunbar will be completing
a four-year stint in late January, during those four
years the LP contributor base doubled and the
annual budget more than tripled. Nick plans to
return to his home state of Florida with his wife
Jacqui and four-month-old daughter Victoria.
Good luck to the Dunbars, and thanks for a
productive four years with the LP.

We will also be saying goodbye and good luck to
staffers Marc Montoni and Steve Feldman.

Stuart Reges will begin January 1 as Interim
National Director. Stuart worked in the national
office for seven months during the height of the
Marrou/Lord Campaign. Prior to that he was an
instructor and administrator at Stanford University
where he won the Dinkelspiel Award for
Outstanding Service to Undergraduate Education
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1993 May Be Banner Year For LP
Controversial Goals Endorsed

for his superb management performance in the
Department of Computer Science.

Stuart will be joined in the office by Rick Sincere
as Associate Director. Rick is currently Chair of
the LP of Virginia, and previously worked in
media and public relations for a Washington, D.C.
based think tank.

Stuart and Rick will spend January learning the
ins and outs of the office and hiring new clerical
staff. Welcome aboard and good luck!

Goals Endorsed by LNC
Stir Excitement, Controversy

In addition to approving an aggressive 1993
budget, the National Committee adopted the
following mission statement:

"The mission of the Libertarian Party is to move
public policy in a libertarian direction by electing
candidates of the Libertarian Party to public
office."

The LNC also endorsed a extensive list of goals
intended to change the image of the LP and make
it more appealing to the general public,
professionalize our internal operations, increase
revenues, improve local and campus organizations,
and provide support for LP candidates.

Two of the most controversial goals endorsed by
the LNC are:

(1) eliminating the requirement that a member
certify in writing that he or she opposes the
initiation of force to achieve social or political
goals; and

(2) drastically downsizing and changing the scope
of our Platform,

These two goals can only be implemented by vote
of the delegates to our national convention. Watch
upcoming issues of LP News for much discussion
on these controversial proposals.
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Brooks
blames
plan for

defeat

By SCOTT STREATER
Clilzen Stafl

Suate Sen. Chet Brooks blames a
federal panel's redistricting plan for
his stunning defeat W Republican
challenger Jarry Paticrson in Tues-
day's Dastrict 11 race,

Brooks, D-Pasadena, has yct 10
concede his defeat o Pauierson and
hinted Wednesday he may ask for a

recount (L evidence surfaces that
: e © some  vOUNE'
precincts  in

BROOKS

streiched 1o almost threo decades,
came 1o 8 emshing halt Tuesday.

“It became preity clear that the
Nowlin plan designed o decimale
my portion of Hamis County
woiked.” Brooks said. "It was the
basis for my narrow Joss.”

The redistricting plan was de-
signcd by a Republican *federal
three-judge pancl in Austin in De-
cember and is referred o as the
Nowlin plan afier U.S. District
Judge James Nowlin, who put it w0~
gether, The plan added 8 slew of
Republican volers 1o District 11
and carved Brooks out of the dis-
tnct he held 26 years.

Brooks lost a tight race that was
not decided uniil the early-moming
hours Wedncsday, Paucrson do-
featcd the dean of the Texas Scnate

with 94,970 votcs, or 48.4 percent,
(o Brooks' 92,252, or 47 pereent.
I+ A cursory look at the voling re-
sults in Harris County scem o sup-
port Neooks' claim that the nedis-
frcting plan that cxtended the dis-
prict into portions of South Houston
snd the Republican-based Clear
ke arca had a profound effcct on
his bid for re-clection.
s While only 2,718 voles scpa-
jated the two candidates, Brooks
was wounced in Harris County -
45,507 volcs to Paticrson pgainst
Brooks' 30,546 volcs.
¥ "] think the federal three-judge
panel had everything to do with the
41th Distric,,” said Ken Dentsen,
the chairman of the Harris County
Democratic Party. “They clearly
had every intent 1o make Chel's
disuict morc Republican,. It was
gerrymandenng by the federal
couns.”
. Panerson acknnwlicdyed
Wednesdny e sedisuicting plan
ad a vcmendous impact oa hus
~ictory, but said the prescnce of
‘Liberarian Pasty candidale Mar-
“shall Anderson had as much 10 do
‘with it a3 the redistricting plan,
:ayin; voters who were seching

Petition filed
to contest race
for Precinct

By MICHELE MAJORS
Stafl writer

Brenda Anderson. former
Libertana n_candidate_for_county
commussioner Precinct 3, has filed 2
petition contesting the Nov. 3.elec-
tion and asked that the ballots cast in.
her race be declared void. .

The petition was filed in the 367th
Distnct Court in Denton County on
Monday.

Anderson came in second to Re-
publican Scott Armey, who captured
52 percent of Lhe vote. Independent
wnite-in candidate Barbara Mormison
came in third. Armey and Mormison
both are named as “contestees™ in
Anderson’s petition.

Anderson's petition cites a num-
ber of what she calls “voting irregu-
larities. She is requesting that the
ballots be independently inspected.
She also is asking for the court to
order a specal election,

Anderson sud she does not be-
licve ab is “sour grapes” Lo contest
the election results,

“We offered volers a change to
break the monotony of the is-
sioners Court,” she said. “I thought
long and hard before doing this. I
believe every citizen has a nght toa
fair election. | feel we have a suffi-
cient number of irregularities to war-
rant a contest.”

Anderson has cited 10 irtegular-
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Patrick SpringficidStafl photo

Brenda Anderson files the
forms contesiing the election
results for county commission-
or Precinct 3 In the Denton
County District Clerk’s oftice
Monday. Anderson, who was
defeated by Republican Scott
Armey, is contesting the elec-
tlon because of what she says
are voting Irregularities.

ities in her petition. They include an
accusation that some election judges

Lewisville Leader, Lewisville TX -- Nov 11 1992

Election

From 1A
were not administered vaths of
offie, while others gave oul moor-
rect volng istructiens at poiling
siles.

Anderson sad she beheves a
number of mail-m ballots faked to bst
both her and Armey on the bafiot for
Precinct 3, and voters were permit-
ted to vote for Commussioners Court
candidates outside of their pre-

ancts.

“I voted for Kik Wilson, and he's
not in my precinct. Why was he on
my ballot?” Anderson sad.

Wilson was a candidate for Pre-
cinct 1 county comnussoner.

Another irregulanty Aaderson
sud she personally witnessed was
the issuance of more than one voter
regstration card to some voters.
She received lwo regstration cards
addressed to her with two different

recinct numbers, 316 and 302.
lowever, both had the same mathng
address. Anderson's daughter also
had more than one registration cand.

Armcy saud Anderson’s filig is
nothing more than an vutburst of her
disappointnent at losing the com-
NUSSIONETS FICE,

“She did better than expecied.”
he saud. “It's so hard to ket go whea
you come so close to . She's tryumg
0 create some confusson | don
thmk anything will come of it ™

Amcy sad a speoial chyinoa s
POl POCCSSary.

“The voters have spoken,” he
sad. “IU's a clear representatan of
what the voters of Preonct 3 waat. L
feel that it's a great honor to be
chosen by the voters.”

Momson, however, sad the ure-
gulanties of the election must be
dealt with fairly. She supporls
Anderson's contest ta the eloction.

“It's my sincere desire that tws
election be overturned,” she saxd. "1
bebieve i1 mv heart that if this elec-
von were reheld, there wouid be a
different outcome. The only people
who will vote will be wformed vo-
ters.”

Ted Lews, county Demovratic
Party Chairman, sad he dues not
doubt the validity of Anderson's
allegations

“We've known there have been a
lot of wregulanties.” he saxd. “A re-
call eledtion has never happened be-
fore wy Denton County Lo my know-
ledge, but then there haven't been
as many uregulaites here catwr
We wish her luck.”

change cast ballots cither for him
or Anderson,

For a candidate who didn’t ac-
tively compaign, Anderson's 4.6
percent of the popular vole was im-
pressive. Patcrson campaign offi-
cials estimaled ns mkh as RO per-
cent of the 9,03 vuies for An-
derson were voles that would have
gone Paucrson’s way without the
Libenarian candidase in the race.

“With the Libertrian in the
mee, it wok the (federal) plan 1o
win,® Paitcrson said. "With the
Liberwrian claiming n lot of voles
from me, we had to have this redis-
ricting plun to win.”

Dut Texas Republican P'arty Ex-
cculive Dircctor  Karen  Hughes
scolfed a1 claims by Democratic
leaders that the redistricting plan
won the racc for Palterson.

“The numbers were not much
dilferent than before,” Hnghes said,
referring to Paerson's losing clfort
ngainst Nrooks in November 1990,
“Tho locale chanped o hide Dit, Tnn
we o't think there wis w signifi-
canl dillerence in ihe numbers of
Republicans and Demaocrats in the
disricL”

As polls closcd andd valing Lal-
lies began 1o be posied at various
campaign headquancrs across Har-

ris County, it became ovident the
race would go down Lo the wire.

Scveral key Democratie leaders
look lime away {rom watching their
own clection retums 10 €xpress
decp concem over . Brooks fe,
Most said the loss of the dean of
the Scnate would represent 8 pro-
found loss of Influence in the Leg-
islature,

Brooks said Wednesday - he
thinks his influence would be
missed, especially in the face of

" key Issucs coming bofore the Leg-

islatre such as the resolution of
Ihe school finance dilemma and the
reiooling of the economy,

| think it's a very destructive
result for Harris County and Galve-
ston County,” he said, “Anybody
can he replaced, but we've had so
many good years working with the
people up there, we know Ihe
problems, we know how to go
about gewing them resolved,

“Any rookic coming in is not
Roing 1w huve the nccessiry suppwirt
0 Hight for big-budget lems, and
these are big-budget items,”

Palerson said he disagrees, and
said he inends 10 stan preparing
for- the legislative session sched-
uled for January, 4
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Balance of power: Marshall Anderson...
Pasadena Citizen, Pasadena, TX -- Nov § 1992

‘Grandma Marijuana’ t

BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
STaryF WRITER

A former Garden City resident
popularly known as “Grandma
Marijuana” will bring her argu-
ment for legalized medicinal mar-
ijuana to Redford Township to-

night.
May Nutt, 71, of Beaverton will
be the guest speaker at the

monthly meeting of the Metro De-
troit Libertarians Supper Club at
8 p.m. in the Ram's Horn restau-
rant at Telegraph and Plymouth
roads.

Since 1978 when her 23-year-
old son Keith was diagnosed with
testicular cancer, Nutt has advo-
cated the use of marijuana to al-
leviate the effects of nausea often
caused by prescription drugs used
to treat cancer and other
illnesses,

Nutt helped to make medicinal
marijuana legal in Michigan, but
the federal government has since
made the herb almost impossible
to obtain legally.

Keith, who smoked marijuana
to reduce his pain, died on the
same day the legalization law was
passed, Oct. 22, 1079, and his
nother has been crusading fur
nedicinal marijuana since.

“What have you got to lose if
you're laying in bed dying?" she
said.

Along the way, Nutt has testi-
fied before committees in Lansing
and before a federal judge in
Washington D.C. who was gather-
ing information for the federal
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion. She's been profiled by CBS
News, the Bay City Times news-
paper and by High Times maga-
zine.

Marijuana, Nutt said, is not a
cure for anvthing, but can be a
great help in reducing or eliminat-
ing the side effects of drugs taken
to fight illness. Some of the peo-
ple she hos talked to, Nutt said,
report that they can walk if they
smoke a little marijuana, whereas
the prescription  drugs alone
“make them into zombies.” Oth-
ers say marijuana enables them to
maintain a somewhat normal rou-
tine when they'd be more or less
invalid otherwise

Nutt currently does volunteer
work with cancer patients at the
Mid Michigan Regional Medical
Center in Midland, but got out of
the marijuana distribution busi
nesa shortly after Keith diwd

“AlLT do no now (s talk 1o pea

ple and explain
use (marijuana),’
Nutt wears a
when she works
and “if (patients]
| answer them. .
see (the pin) they
icance.”
Although Nutt
ings” about drug
erally, she belie
ment policy regar
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Patrick SpringfieldStaff photo

'of the three voter registration cards
her listed in different precincts even
as listed the same.

Campaign 1992: 25th District

‘Bucciarelli:
Ovust lawyers

|
By AIMEE A. HARTNEIT
Hour Staff Writer
NORWALK — No government
for the people is the plan of Liber-
tarian Party candidate Richard A.
Bucciarelli. He is one of three men
vying for the 25th District Senate
seat.
*“We have to repeal the tax and
reduce the myriad of laws on busi-
ness and people,” Bucciarelli

charges. "I understand and supp-

port the U. S. Constitution and
wish to eliminate much of the
abuses in the state and state gov-
ernment that confiscate people’s
liberties and properties.”

- Bucciarelli supports impeaching
Gov. Lowell P. Weicker Jr., be-
cause his party fears that the gov-
ernor will use any and all veto
powers to stop the repeal effort.

Getting rid of all of the “unlaw-
ful attorney legislators that have
created unlawful legislation™ is an-
other objective of the Libertarian
party, Bucciarelli said.
“Evidently, persons who serve in

the state’s General Assembly
should not be appointed as com-
missioners of the Superior Court,
as all attorneys are, Bucciarelli
said, citing Connecticut law.

The Libertarian and his oppo-
nents all support education initia-
tives, however Bucciarelli advo-
cates a voucher system and home
schooling, removing the “socialis-
tic and fascist” influence of state
government.

The Hour, Norwalk, CT -- Oct 28 1992

Bucciarelli strongly supports
privatization of state services to
save money, as the Libertarian
party’s literature concerns reduc-
ing government and the size of
taxes. .

Regarding abortion, Bucciarelli
again stands alone in the 25th
district race. “Roe v. Wade is a
contract to kill and sets a danger-
ous precedent.

“The state law connotates that
it's all right to kill or do away with
another human being,"” Bucciarelli
said. “1 oppose that
unequivocally.

Bucciarelli said his party's plat-
forms will free people from gov-
ernment regulation.

o discuss medicinal legalization

o them how to
she said.

marijuana pin  more jails,”

drugs is “totally wrong.”
“All we're doing now is building
she said.

juana) cookbooks,” she

“They  astack of materjal.”

said.
“Over the years I've accumulared

ple, is the worst way to use it,
Nutt :aid, because the effect
takes kours to be felt. And mari-

n the hospital,
ask me about it
$ s0on as they
know the signif-

128 “mixed feel-

sperd so much money flyving fed-
eral helicopters over this area (to
spot marijuana patches), but
they're not getting anywhere. |
think we've got our values pointed
in the wrong direction.”

She favors smoking as the most
effective way 1o ingest marijuana,
but brewing tea with the herb is
also good for people who aren’t
sble or willing to smoke. Eating
marijuana, in brownies for exam-

juana suppositories are often best
for children.

As for the question everyone
wants answered, i.e. has May
Nutt ever smoked marijuana? “|
don’t hzve any reason,” she said.

f ‘

Richard A. Bucciarelli
Libertarian

Age: 56

Occupation: owner of The Bar-
ter Shop

Address: 16 St. John St

Family: single -

Political experience: None

Education: 1953 Norwalk High
School graduate
Lived in district: since 1957
Community activities: none _;

e

egalization gen-
€d the govern-
ing recreational

But to the federal governmen: -
chagrin, Nutt continues to recom-
mend marijuana. “1 have (mari-

Westland Observer, Westland M1 - Oct 26 1992
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Moose Campaign Charges Again

Libertarians planning city chapter

Plans are under way to orgt=ze a Martinsville
chapter of the Libertanan P:v which, among
other things, intends to field ca——dates for the next

gram for local improvement that includes creation
of a ward system for electing council members, a
freeze on city workers' salanes, repeal of z0Ning

\:“ :: Wire I‘::ﬂa - lcxm'm' the mrgud ch:?:u'; :003 lf:;lh:;!a' Suddenly, Martinsville City Councyl elect e 1:“' l‘m stufung the focus Iur l:r; enforcement
— An angry r would have swerved - ; - F i way from victimless crimes to those 15
tarn good Lo state Senate That was encugh to make Parker stop The Martinsville Libertara: Committee will o Role st ot w that at
¢ Parker right about the tim thinking sbout votes and start thinking about hold organizational meetings within the next few In addit g :
lo charge him s be - sell preservation. -1 &id the fastest 50-yard dash weeks, according to Michae: Dalton of Martins. 1t 5% "Oh ooy “‘d‘“‘:&d iy
" i i 5 h X
Lgn sign. - of my life,” he said. ville, a member of the party s state central com- tees for M‘w"mm‘ mm‘:’“"“ Wlhn “r:

mittee who briefly ran for (.cgress as a Liber
tarian earlier this year

“The local party plans to r= a full slate of can-
didates for local offices, inclung Ma ille Ci-
ty Council,” Dalton stated in 3 sTilten release. The

4hts Goesed my mind when1 © # ° Actually, Parker ran about 100 feet toward
coming et me,” said Parier, a .. :..,'hhwbdmuummumredoﬂ_unm:d. X
S“ﬂhlbnm:ummt " and went into the woods, Purker said

Was
It o

employment, and opposition to any form of gov-
emment censorship or harassment of any membe:
of the press, lcmnﬂng to Dalton's rtlen-![. -

W
tting up signs® ** = ¢ B *Afer all you go through on the campalgn ™ The committee also plans to monitor and issue

mooee. It's | . o,

140 riear Hall's Hil} ., trail, to be charged by 8 ) : regular e o e et
LRSI RTINS | Rl T ™ e S S

. I NG B ¢ - S The comumittes has release: a seven-point pro-  on local issues, the release stated.

News is... well, everything we do. Plan & carry ot
activities and they will get in the news.
Martinswille Bulletin, Martinsville, VA -- Nov |
1992

Unian Leader, Manchester NH - Oct 16 1992




tumped on the vote

Libertarian leaves contenders in the dust at Arlington High

By Mamy DoCrar

P ]

ARLINGTON — The victory of

R e bR T
Andre Mar Uit uad
SRS Tty

had the school's
amateur political analysts scratch-
ing their heads.

Some speculated that the resulty
of the mock election were & protest
vote, while others und the vote indi-
cales that many students are apa-
thetic about this year's presidential
contest.

But most descnbed the oulcome
asaprank

* think some are disa'lusioned,”
sad Roy Hayvhunt, 16, staff edutor
for the student newspaper, The

Colt. ™1 think some didn’t care. It
wasjustatigjoke ™

Marrou, whose candidscy for
pressdent has been casily overshad-
owed by the major party candidates
and Ross Perot, won 301 votes 10
Pressdent Bush’s 215, Perot’s 101
and Bill Chinton™s §7.

In discussions after the vole yes-
terday, many students and tcachers
atinbuted Marrou’s upset as an al-
1enpt to poke fun at the electoral
provess.

“They were voling 1o show that
t*¢ election didn't mean anything,™
sid Chns McFann, 17, “Every-
o=¢'strying to be a revorutionary.™

Several teachers who had focused
cussroom discussions on the cam-

And the children shall lead

Here "educ " "
the message from the "educators” at the school scems 1o be "no way these students learned about libertarianism in our classes!”

Unfortunately, the reporter chose not to find and intervi
N rview one or more of the students who voted for M. ’ bmit
Strong. Ft Worth Star-Telcgram, Ft Worth, TX - Oct. 28, 1992 ° MRS

Libertarians
start small

Group of Foxboro voters
seeks alternative message

BY JULIET PENNINGTON
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

FOXBORO - With the election
only two days away. there are
still many voters unsure if they
will pull the lever next to the
name of Clinton, Bush or Perot.

Not local resident Ray Lough-
Lin He doesnt plan to vote for
any of them.

A Libertanan. Loughlin plans to
vote for premidenual candidate.
Andre Marrou. and vice presiden-
tial candidate Nancy Lord.

The party. whose presidential
and wvice presidennal candidates
are ca the ballot b all 50 states.
espouses Lrmiled government. &
free market economy. legalization
of drugs. repealrg the personal
income tax, getung nd of public
wellare. abolistung cexsorship
and privatunng public schools.

1 believe 1 classical Lberal
sm I vou look a! our society
loday. it's nathung Like our found-
iog fathers’ eswvisioned.” said
Loughlin, ¥7. coe of [our regis
tered Libertarans in Foxboro
“Just lovk at the Declaratios of
WM and the Constitu-

Logghlin saud that the current
econormic malaise s a clear indi-
calor that there is a peed for
chazge. adding that change needs
to begin with atatudes about gov-
ernment and wociety

“People have W realze that
they canl turn ko goverument for
all their answers.™ be saud “They
have 1o take responsblity for
their actions '

Loughiin. a real estate develop-
er and electnical coatractar, saud
the government shodd have a
“Lmited role” W society. and
should provide solely fur the de-
fetve of the Lmted Stales

“Why stuuld we be defending
Westers Europe and Japan™ be
sid “Were Llong aboul ex
tremely nch nstoos thal were
susding
He also argued free-tnariet eco-
pomics would greatly curtad the
potential for war

“Everybody should be [ree to
trade with evervbody.” he said
“You dont shoot vour custom-
ers’

The government should also
provide protection for citizens
{rom being harmed by others. but
not be an enfercer of moral stan-
dards

Legalize drugs

“The police should be putling
crimunals in jail and malking the
streets safe for law-abiding citi-
zens.” said Loughlin, who agrees
with his party's stand on legaliz-
ing drugs

“Do you know how many people
have been killed over drugs? Uf
they were legalized, pnces would
fall through the floor and there
would be nothing left to D[ight
over,” said Loughlin

Besides the legalization of
drugs. elinunaling guvernment
programs for the poor s another
cuntroversial idca lo which Liber-
tanans subscnbe

“About 70 percent of welfare
funding goes to pay the salanes of
bureaucrats.” he sad

Ronald Pearson, 28, another
locally registered Libertanan.
argued that welfare should be
picked up by chantable organiza-
tions and not be a role of govern-
ment

“Families should play a role,
Wo,” said Pearson, a 1982 Fox-

sal”

Loughlin said he is also against
“corporate welfare™ such as
farmrung subsidies.

“Four percent of the US. farms

! image of farming and what &
used (6 be in Amenca.”

paigns of the three major candidates
sdmitted that they were stunned
when the election results were re-
leased late yesterday.

An estimated 704 out of the
school's 1900 students voted in the
mock election.

=My first reaction was, *We've got
a bunch of yokers around here,”
said Phyllis Forehand, journalism
adviser. “But maybe this 18 their
protest. . ldon'tknow.”

Clint Hulsey, the Libenanan can-
didate in the race for suate repre-
sentative Distnict 93, was pleased
with the results.

“That's fantastic,” said Hulsey,
an Arhington engineer. “I'm over-
whelmed. It goes to show that our

idcas appeal 10 young minds that
haven't been corrupted yet.™
Marrou and his Libertanan Party

promise 1o repeal The Tederal 8

come Lax and abolish the Internal
Revenue Service. The Libertarian
platform urges legalizing so-called
victimless crimes such as drug use
and prostitution and hifiing regula-
tions resincing fircarm ownership.

In an cdional that will be
published 1n The Colt Friday, jour-
nalism students raise the question
of whether Marrou's viclory was the
result of voter fraud.

When Marrou overwhelmingly
beat Clinton and Bush, *things
smelled a htle fishy,™ the editonal

=] =~

Libertarian presidential candidate Andre Marrow, showa is this file
phatograph, was the winner at Arlington High School.

But Student Council sponsor
Brenda Gilmore said that students’
names were marked off a master list
after they voted. [t would have been
difficult for students 1o vote more

“No one was as shocksd 28 the
kids that organized it and as | was,™
she said. “1 Lalked 10 my t=o classes
and they were just flabbe-gaswcd.™

Staff writer Eathrys Hepper con-

states,

than once, she said.

tribuled Lo this report. Y
4
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Ray Laughlin in his back yard overlookirg Foundry Pond in Foxboro. Laughlin will be voting Libertarian on Tuesday.

Libertarians gain, thenlose

He also opposes public funding
for education, arguing that de-
spile “huge increases™ in educas
tion apending. public e lle nre
falling to educale lhe nalion’s
youth,

“We should support education,
but not public schools.” he said
“Schools that don't aftract stu-
dents should go out of business.”

“Qur argument for private
schools is one of the things that
label us as a white, eliist. rich
party,” he said. “We aren’t. IU's
just that we believe education
should be taken out of the hands
of the bureaucrats "

Loughlin said that although Lib-
ertananism will “pever be ac-
cepted overnight,” he believes
Lhat increasing disillusionment
with Washington will steer people
in the Libertanian Party's direc-

“Most of us are concerned
about our personal lives and get-
ting ahead” be sad “That's
never going W happen with the

government in our pocket all the

ume

The Sun Chrooxcle, Altlcboro MA -- Nov 1 1992
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High Pount Enterprise, High Point NC -- Nov 9 199

The_Libertarian Party is no more in North

Carolina - at least under the state's bur-
densome election laws.

Libertarians lost their oMicial designation
as a political party in the state - and auto-
malic qualification for the ballol - in last
week's general election. The Libertarian
candidate for governor, Scott McLaughlin of
High Point, didn't get the number of votes
state law requires in order for upstart po-
litical parties to maintain ofMcial status.

So now, supporters of the Libertarian
cause must begin a petition drive if they
want 1o get back on the ballot for the 1994
and 1996 elections State law will require
them to gather, based on results of this year's
governor's race, nearly 52,000 signatures of
registered voters

But here’s the rub. McLaughlin garnered
101 681 votes last Tuesday, or nearly twice
the number of signatures that Liberlanians
now must get to qualify again as a pohtical
party The voices of 103 681 North Carolin
Jans who chose to vote Libertarian should
carry more weight than state law allows

Under election law, forming a political
proor by anwl getbiog om e wlatewide hallot
pevpuinen a potition deive galhe g signaturnes
equal 1o 2 percent of vates cast in (he last
governor's race Bul once the party gets on
the ballot, it must win 10 percent of the vole
in order to maintain its party designation
Last Tuesday, McLaughhin's tolal amounted
to just 4 percent of the vole

The situation Mclaughlin and the Liber

tarian Party are in now highlights the
absurdity of state election laws on formation
of political parties. Fewer signatures should
be required - perhaps 10,000 would show
sullicient interest And a requirement that a
candidate get just 2 pereent of the vote - in
this election about 50,000 - in order Lo re-
main on the ballot scems reasonable.

McLaughlin's voles last week represented
nearly a 2.500 percent increase from the
4,611 votes the Libertarian candidate for
governor received when on the hallot in
1984 Although many of McLaughlin's votes
may have been cast more aganst Democrat
Jim Hunt and Republican Jim Gardner than
in support of McLaughlin, the strong showing
still demonstrales remarkahle progress for
North Carolina’s third “major™ political
party

The support Mcl.aughlin and other state-
wide Libertarian candidates received, gen-
erally 3 percent Lo 4 pereent of the vole,
indicates an undercurrent of dissatisfaction
with the two party system. and it also shows
that the Democratic and Republican parties
don't hold exclusive rights 1o valid wdeas of
poeditieal thimghi

When abate bown diamtage ey vaakon i
other viewpoinls by mainbaining the slalus
quo of a lwo parly system, opinians \hat
could be examined and debated in the public
forum are squashed By preventing that
discussion and Nee exwchange of kieas we
are nol protecting our recdam, we are en
dangering i



