its profits. The police could return to protecting us
from real criminals; and there would be room
enough in existing prisons for them.

TryPersonal
Responsibility

It’s time to re-legalize drugs and let people take
responsibility for themselves. Drug abuse isa
tragedy and a sickness. Criminal laws only drive
the problem underground and put money in the
pockets of the criminal class. With drugs legal,
compassionate people could do more to educate
and rehabilitate drug users who seek help.

Drugs should be legal. Individuals have the right

to decide for themselves what to put in their bodies,

so long as they take responsibility for their actions.

From the Mayor of Baltimore, Kurt Schmoke, to
conservative writer and TV personality, William
F. Buckley, Jr, leading Americans are now calling
for repeal of America’s repressive and ineffective
drug laws. The Libertarian Party urges you to join
in this effort to make our streets safer and our
liberties more secure.

RAbout the Libertarian Party

The Libertarian Party is America’s third largest political
party. Its platform advocates individual liberty and
responsibility, respect for the Bill of Rights, free
enterprise, free trade, and no meddling overseas. Want to
learn about other innovative Libertarian solutions to
America’s most pressing problems? Use the attached
coupon to request more information — or to become a
member of the Libertarian Party!

(vour NEw cHoice 1N PoLITICS

JoIN THE Y\ /.
LIBERTARIAN
_ AR

) YES! 1 want to become a member of the Libertarian
Party. I have enclosed $25. I'll receive 12 monthly
issues of LP News and a membership card.

The Libertarian Party is the party of principle.
To publicly affirm what we believe—and to ensure
that our party never strays from our principles—we
ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

> 1do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force
as a means of achieving political or social goals.

//)AJ

SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP ONLY

(L] More information. Please send me a complete
information package about the Libertarian Party.

NAME

ADDRESS

Coy STATE Z
HOME PHONE WORK PHONE
EMPLOYER OCCUPATION

Total payment enclosed

(L] Check/money order enclosed. (o corporate checks, please.)
Or: Please bill my Q Visa Q MasterCard.

Accr., # EXPIRES

SIGNATURE FOR CRIEDIT CARD PAYMENT
Please make checks payable to:
HE LIBERTARIAN PARTY
2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100  Washington DC 20037
Telephone: (202) 333-0008

To request an information package or to join immediately:

1-800-ELECT-US
www.lp.oryg

Federal law requires political committees to report the name,
mailing address, and occupation and name of employer for each
individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in
a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible.

SOURCE Cope: 01206
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A More

Drug abuse is a tragedy
and a sickness. Here’s how we
can start making the problem

better — instead of worse.
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hould America

Some Americans will
always use alcohol,

tobacco, marijuana or
other drugs, but most
are social drinkers or

occasional users.

ibertarians, like most Americans, demand
to be safe at home and on the streets.
Libertarians would like all Americans to
be healthy and free of drug dependence. But drug
laws don't help, they make things worse.

The professional politicians scramble to make
names for themselves as tough anti-drug warriors,
while the experts agree that the “war on drugs” has
been lost, and could never be won. The tragic
victims of that war are your personal liberty and
its companion, responsibility. It’s time to consider
the re-legalization of drugs.

The Lessons Of
Prohibition

In the 1920's, alcohol was made illegal by Prohibi-
tion. The result: Organized Crime. Criminals
jumped at the chance to supply the demand for
liquor. The streets became battle-
grounds. The criminals bought
off law enforcement and judges.
Adulterated booze blinded and
killed people. Civil rights were
trampled in the hopeless
attempt to keep people from
drinking,

When the American people
saw what Prohibition was do-

repeal. When they succeeded,
most states legalized liquor and

the criminal gangs were out of the liquor business.

Today’s war on drugs is a rerun of Prohibition.

Approximately 40 million Americans are occa-
sional, peaceful users of some illegal drug. They
are no threat to anyone. They are not going to stop.
The laws don't,and can't, stop drug use.

0rganized Crime
Makes Huge Protits

Whenever there is great demand for a product and
government makes it illegal, a black market al-
ways appears to supply the demand. The price of
the product rises dramatically and the opportu-
nity for huge profits is obvious. The criminal
gangs love the situation, making millions. They
kill other drug dealers, along with innocent people
caught in the crossfire, to protect their territory.
They corrupt police and courts. Pushers sell adul-

. terated dope and experimental drugs, causing
injury and death. And because drugs are
illegal, their victims have no recourse.

crime. Of all drug users, a relative few
are addicts who commit crimes daily
to supply artificially expensive habits.

Criminal gangs love Drug

e it helps them make

Civil liberties suffer. We are all “sus-
pects” — subject to random urine tests,
highway check points and spying into
our personal finances. Your property
can be seized without trial, if the police merely
claim you got it with drug profits. Doing business
with cash makes you a suspect. America is becom-
ing a police state because of the war on drugs.

America Can Handle
Legal Drugs

Today’s illegal drugs were legal before 1914.
Cocaine was even found in the original Coca-Cola
recipe. Americans had few problems with cocaine,
opium, heroin or marijuana. Drugs were inexpen-
sive; crime was low. Most users handled their drug
of choice and lived normal, productive lives. Ad-
dicts out of control were a tiny minority.

The first laws prohibiting drugs were racist in
origin — to prevent Chinese laborers from using
opium and to prevent blacks and Hispanics from
using cocaine and marijuana. That was unjust and
unfair, just as it is unjust and unfair to make
criminals of non-violent drug users today.

Some Americans will always use alcohol, tobacco,
marijuana or other drugs. Most are not addicts,
they are social drinkers or occasional users. Legal
drugs would be inexpensive, so even addicts could
support their habits with honest work, rather than
by crime. Organized crime would be deprived of




