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2012 Vote Totals That Can Give LP Ballot Access 
A lot is at stake this November for the LP. Election results 
will determine future Libertarian ballot access in 18 states. 

Rules vary greatly from state to state when it comes to 
recognizing third parties. 

In Virginia, the party's presidential candidate must receive 
10% of the vote in the previous election — a very high 
threshold that few presidential candidates in the history of 
the United States have ever achieved. But in New Mexico, 
only half of one percent of the vote is needed. 

Rules vary for different races as well. 

Connecticut treats ballot access on an office-by-office 
basis. If LP Presidential candidate Governor Gary Johnson 
and Vice-Presidential candidate Judge Jim Gray get 1% of 
the vote in Connecticut, it will give the 2016 Libertarian 
presidential nominee ballot access in 2016; likewise for 
other offices in Connecticut. 

In DC, if Governor Johnson or the candidate for Delegate 
to the US House gets 7,500 votes, then ballot access is 
attained in DC for the first time in the party's history. 

In Georgia, if Governor Gary Johnson or any statewide 
candidate gets 1%, then statewide candidates can run 
without petitioning in 2014. 

In Illinois, if Governor Johnson or any statewide candidate 
gets 5%, then statewide candidates there can run in 2014 
without petitioning. 

In Michigan, if Governor Johnson or any other candidate 
gets 16,083 votes, which is 1% of the votes cast for the 
successful 2010 Secretary of State, they retain ballot 
access. 

For Nevada, Governor Johnson or any other candidate must 
get 1% of the votes cast for all of the 2012 Nevada US 
House candidates to retain ballot access. 

If the New Hampshire gubernatorial candidates get 4%, 
then ballot access is attained through 2014. 

In North Carolina, either the presidential or gubernatorial 
candidates must receive 2% of the vote to retain Libertarian 
ballot access through 2016. 

In Utah, Governor Johnson or any other candidate must get 
2% of the total votes cast for all of the 2012 Utah US 
House candidates to retain ballot access. 

In West Virginia, if the gubernatorial candidate gets 1%, 
then the LP retains ballot access through 2016. 

In Wyoming, if the US House candidate gets 2%, then 
ballot access is retained through 2014. 

In addition, the table shows how the LP can attain or retain 
full ballot access for the 2014 elections (unless otherwise 
noted) depending on vote totals for Governor Johnson. 

If Gov. Gary Johnson or any Libertarian candidate running 
in a race that affects ballot access can meet a state's 
requirement for ballot access, it can potentially save the LP 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 2014 and 2016 and 
countless volunteer hours. 

Libertarians can help by spreading the word to friends and 
relatives in these key states and asking them to vote 
Libertarian. 

State LP Ballot Access Through 
2014 

Presidential Votes 
Needed State 

0.5% NM 
1% WI 

2% KY 
2% IA 
2% NC 
3% AR 
3% MA 
5% ME 
5% ND 
5% RI 

10% VA 

Richard Winger, Publisher of Ballot Access News, and Staff 
members Robert Johnson and Molly Schwoppe contributed to 
this article. 
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Libertarian Party in the News 

Spoiler Alert! G.O.P. Fighting 
Libertarian's Spot on the Ballot 

From The New York Times 

When he was running for the Republican 
presidential nomination last year, Gary Johnson, the 
former two-term Republican governor of New Mexico, 
drew ridicule from mainstream party members as he 
advocated legalized marijuana and a 43 percent cut in 
military spending. 

Mr. Johnson's once-fellow Republicans are no 
longer laughing. 

Now campaigning as the Libertarian Party's 
presidential nominee, Mr. Johnson is on the ballot in 
every state except Michigan and Oklahoma, enjoys the 
support of a few small "super PACs" and is trying to tap 
into the same grass-roots enthusiasm that helped build 
Representative Ron Paul a big following. 

Polls show the race between President Obama 
and Mitt Romney to be tight. 

Both sides agree that Mr. Johnson, whose pro-
marijuana legalization and antiwar stances may appeal to 
the youth vote and whose antigovernment, anti-spending 
proposals may appeal to conservative fiscal hawks —
and to supporters of Mr. Paul — has the potential to 
draw from both Mr. Romney and Mr. Obama. 

Mr. Johnson said he had no problem being 
labeled a potential spoiler in an election that he views as 
"a debate between Coke and Pepsi." 

Democrats say Mr. Johnson could have the 
biggest effect on Mr. Romney in Nevada, where a Wall 
Street Journal/NBC News/Marist poll in September 
showed Mr. Obama and Mr. Romney effectively tied. 

[Johnson campaign adviser Roger] Stone said 
the campaign believed it had the potential to cut into 
support for Mr. Romney in three of his must-win states, 
Florida, Ohio and Virginia — where challenges to the 
Libertarian candidate quickly failed — as well as in 
North Carolina and Pennsylvania. 

Let Gary Johnson Debate 

From Judge Andrew Napolitano's Fox News 
Column 

Why does the federal government now 
spend half a trillion a year in debt service? Because 
every president, Republicans as well as Democrats, 
from FDR to Obama has borrowed money in order 
to spend more than he collected and has let future 
generations deal with repaying the debt. Because 
the feds do not repay (they merely roll over) their 
debt, the cost of interest payments has skyrocketed. 

In the realm of foreign affairs, the president 
has unleashed a torrent of violence in the Middle 
East by supporting some of the people his 
predecessor was fighting a few years ago. Those 
folks now run the government in Libya and Egypt, 
and those places are now unsafe for Americans. 

What would Romney do? He'd insert the 
U.S. military to extend American dominance and 
build a new world order. 

What has Obama done? He's bombed and 
killed innocents with drones. Neither has learned 
the lessons of 9/11: You cannot kill people or 
occupy foreign lands without moral and legal 
justification, lest you suffer deadly consequences. 

I wish the cabal of former leaders of the two 
major political parties that runs the debates would 
permit former New Mexico Gov. Gary Johnson to 
participate. He is the only current national candidate 
who if elected would shrink the government and 
keep it within the confines of the Constitution. 

Don't hold your breath. 

(continued on next page) 
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The debates are crafted by the folks who run 
the Romney and Obama campaigns. Romney is 
afraid of Johnson because he might take the votes of 
those who are tired of unconstitutional government 
and deficits and war. 

Obama is afraid of Johnson because he 
might take the votes of those who are appalled at 
the government's murderous drug wars and its 
assaults on personal freedom and who also are tired 
of war. Both sides fear Johnson because he is 
essentially fearless when it comes to his belief that 
the Constitution means what it says — meaning if it 
does not authorize the feds to regulate health care, 
fight undeclared wars or mortgage the future, then 
they simply cannot do it. 

But the powers that run the means by which 
we elect presidents have decided that they can ill-
afford a frontal assault on the big government they 
have created, on national television much less, and 
four weeks before a presidential election. 

If you want a real debate — one that will 
explore the proper constitutional role of the federal 
government in our lives before it gets so big that we 
cannot safely challenge it — you will be 
disappointed, unless Gary Johnson is let in. 

New and renewing Liberty Pledgers 
Steve W. Adams 	 Denise P. Kalm 
Eugene M. Alfonso 	 Dale A. Kern 
Nancy J. Allsgood 	 Vicki Kirkland 
Kenneth Anton 	 Jason V. Kluzak 
Adam Assis 	 Daniel A. Krawiec 
Benjamin I. Bachrach 	 James Kroth 
Jon T. Baldvinsson 	 Joshua L. Lang 
Daniel W. Bartelme 	 Airik J. Leon 
Spencer Bednar 	 Arron LuBrant 
Richard J. Bianco 	 John McAneny 
Darryl Breland 	 Butch McCarty 
Susan Buchanan-Hess 	 Eric McCord 
Jennifer Bumgamer 	 Michael McRedmond 
Nicholas N. Burdohan 	 Norman M. Merboth 
Zakri Bums 	 Shaun Miles 
Joshua D. Campbell 	 Kerry M. Miller 
Scott C. Carmichael 	 Mark Mills 
Luis P. Chalmeta 	 Steve A. Morris 
Daniel Clemens 	 Andrew J. Moss 
Ryan C. Conley 	 Michael R. Pakko 
Kelly M. Curtis 	 Jason D. Pancoast 
Welden L. DaMes 	 Andrew Person 
Kerry G. Daniel 	 Bobby Potter 
David S. De La Mater 	 David L. Quesenberry 
Cara M. Demski 	 Jonathan W. Ragle 
James W. Dennert 	 Charles H. Reed 
Leigh A. DeVoe 	 Gregory T. Richburg 
Dustin G. Dockins 	 Zachary J. Ritter 
Mike T. Dorsey 	 Patrick K. Roux 
Lynda S. Duthler 	 Christianna Roy 
Scott L. Eighmey 	 Philip D. Ryals 
James F. Emge 	 Todd D. Scott 
Peter T. Farm 	 Karen Shackelford 
Ignacio R. Fernandez Lahongrais 	 Patrick Shockey 
Megan Galicia 	 Guy Shurley 
John W. Gatewood 	 Andrew J. Simpson 
Andrew G. Gaynair 	 Adam J. Smith 
Kenneth W. Gentry 	 Jaroslav Svec 
Blake H. Graham 	 Patrick Valentine 
Lester J. Guillotte 	 Ryan N. Verling 
Marlea Haugen 	 Gene Weeks 
William B. Hendricks 	 Ken Welch 
Glenn Y. Higa 	 Joshua Whitford-Moore 
Mark W. Hinkle 	 Hubert J. Williams 
Frank T. Hinshaw 	 Erik Wilson 
Susan J. Hogarth 	 Daniel Wolst 
Lynn A. House 	 John D. Woods 
Darrell Johnson 	 Mark Young 
Herbert C. Johnson 	 Val Zimmer 
David L. Kaleita 

I would like to make a one- 
time donation to the LP: 

I would like to increase 
monthly pledge to this 

my 
level: 

❑ $2,500 ❑ $100 
❑ $5,000 ❑ $100 ❑ $1,000 ❑ $50 
❑ $1,000 ❑ $50 ❑ $500 ❑ $30 
❑ $500 ❑ $25 ❑ $250 
❑ $250 Other 

Other 	 (minimum $10) 

(Please make checks payable to Libertarian Party.) 

Please bill my ❑ Visa ❑ MasterCard ❑ AmEx ❑ Discover 

Card number: 	 Exp: 

Name on card: 

Signature:  

Name: 	  

Address: 	  

City, State, Zip: 	  

Occupation*: 	  

Employer*: 	  

Home Phone: 	  

Work: 	 Cell: 	  

0 

	  E-mail: 	  
* Federal law requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupation and name of employer of individuals 

whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible. 
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Libertarian Party in the News 

Libertarians could be spoilers in key 
Senate races 

From Politico 10/15/12, leading political website 

Democratic hopes of maintaining a razor-thin Senate 
majority may hinge on an unexpected outside force: 
Libertarians. 

In the battlegrounds of Montana, Arizona and Missouri, 
polls show the Libertarian nominee poised to siphon 
potentially enough to tip the outcome. 

"Ralph Nader in reverse" is how Arizona GOP strategist 
Jason Rose characterized the 2012 dynamic. 
Senior Republican officials dismiss the impact of 
Libertarians, particularly in Montana, arguing that the 
third-party candidates pull about equally from both 
parties. 

Libertarian candidates in these three Senate races — as 
well as in Indiana — have enormous handicaps: a lack of 
money, party infrastructure and name ID, to name a few. 
So they're clamoring to share the debate stage with their 
better-known rivals — and Democrats are all too happy 
to oblige. 

In Missouri, Sen.Claire McCaskill has no problem 
letting Libertarian Jonathan Dine participate in the final 
debate Thursday; GOP Rep. Todd Akin scoffs at the 
idea. In an Arizona debate last week, Libertarian 
nominee Marc Victor went after Republican Rep. Jeff 
Flake on his signature issue of killing earmarks, aiding 
Democrat Richard Carmona in the process. 

And in Montana, Libertarian candidate Dan Cox joined 
in a debate with the two main candidates, using the 
forum to attack both men for "nibbling around the 
edges" and failing to uphold their constitutional oaths of 
office. 

Democrats hold a 53 percent to 47 percent advantage in 
the chamber, so Republicans need to net four seats if 
Mitt Romney doesn't win the presidency. But that's 
become a tougher feat for the GOP as several key races 
— such as in Florida, Ohio and New Mexico — have 
favored Democrats, making states like Montana and 
Arizona must-wins for the GOP. 

Every vote could matter given Montana's small 
electorate. In 2006, when Tester beat GOP incumbent  

Sen. Conrad Burns by just 3,562 votes, Libertarian Stan 
Jones won nearly 3 percent of the vote. In the three-way 
race against Rehberg for his statewide House seat in 
2010, Libertarian Mike Fellows won nearly 6 percent of 
the vote. 

In the Sunday night debate, the Libertarian used every 
opportunity to paint both [Rehberg and Tester] as big-
government enablers infringing on the rights of ordinary 
Montanans. 

There's reason to believe that the Libertarian candidates 
could draw support from the left, too. Some of their 
views — such as legalizing marijuana — often appeal to 
younger, college-age voters. 
Indeed, the 32-year-old Dine — the Missouri Senate 
contender who's a personal trainer from Kansas City —
said he has "never met a college kid who I couldn't 
convince to vote for me." 

Still, Dine believes he'll pull support from Akin after the 
GOP candidate's infamous comments on rape and 
abortion. In 2010, Dine won 3 percent of the vote in 
Republican Roy Blunt's blowout Senate victory. 
Given the unpopularity of both McCaskill and Akin, 
Dine could see that support grow this year. An Oct. 3 
poll by PPP found McCaskill up by 6 percentage points, 
with Dine pulling 9 percent of the vote. Akin's team 
isn't keen on Dine participating in the debate Thursday. 
Victor, the Libertarian nominee in Arizona, is doing 
Flake no favors in his dead-heat race against In Victor's 
eyes, there's little difference between Flake and his 
Democratic challenger, Carmona, the former U.S. 
surgeon general. 

"[Flake] is a guy who has repeatedly voted to raise the 
debt ceiling. He voted for wars, which are very 
expensive economically and in terms of human lives, 
and he voted for the Patriot Act, an expansion of 
government that allows snooping on citizens," said 
Victor, who called himself part of the Ron Paul 
Revolution. 

"I don't think Carmona pretends to be a small-
government guy I think Flake pretends to be a small-
government guy." 

One GOP poll that included Victor showed him with 4 
percent of the vote — enough to make a difference if the 
race goes down to the wire. 
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