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LP's anti-Drug War advertisements reach
millions in USA Today, Washington Times
Ads create buzz among drug reform groups;
spawn radio, television publicity for party

By Bill Winter
LP NEWS EDITOR

In the opening salvo of its "DrugWar Strategy," the Libertarian
Party ran full-page ads in USA
Today and the Washington

Times that accused America's drug
warriors of financially supporting ter¬
rorism.

The ads, which appeared on Feb¬
ruary 26, generated national TV cov¬
erage, tens of thousands of visitors
to the LP website, a "surreal" response
from the Drug Czar's office, and an
outpouring of praise from the drug
reform community.

"The ads were a hit," said LP Po¬
litical Director Ron Crickenberger,
who helped coordinate the effort.
"They reached millions of people with
our message, and demonstrated that
we can have a genuine impact on
public policy debates."

Parody ads
The full-page ads — which were

seen by 2.2 million readers of USA
Today and just over 100,000 readers
of the Washington Times — were a
parody of an ongoing Office of Na¬
tional Drug Control Policy (0NDCP)

advertising campaign.
The Libertarian advertisement

charged that the War on Drugs cre¬
ates black markets which boost the

price of illegal drugs by as much as
17,000%, tunneling massive profits
to terrorist organizations.

Huge blowup
The ad showed a huge blowup of

the face of Drug Czar John Walters,
and stated: "This week, I had lunch
with the President, testified before
Congress, and helped funnel $40 mil¬
lion in illegal drug money to groups
like the Taliban."

The ad told Americans: "If you
support the War on Drugs or vote for
the politicians who wage it, you're
helping support terrorism." It also
directed readers to a website for more
information: www.LP.org/drugwar.

"We wanted to make our point in
a provocative, in-your-face way that
the Drug Czar, the White House, and
pro-War on Drugs politicians could
not ignore," said Crickenberger. "We
think our ads did exactly that."

The ad was a parody of an ongo¬
ing ONDCP advertising campaign that
alleges that Americans who buy ille-

See ADVERTISEMENT Page 16
■ The LP ran a full-page ad showing the link between the Drug War and terrorism — which parodied an
advertising campaign directed by Drug Czar John Walters — in USA Today and the Washington Times.
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41 tips: How
to be a better
LP candidate

Launching a campaign forpublic office can be intimi¬
dating.

After all, to run a perfect
campaign, you need the ruthless stra¬
tegic cunning of Atilla the Hun; the
boundless energy of a triathlete; and
the deal-closing prowess of a junk
bond salesman.

And to be the perfect candidate,
you need the oratorical powers of an

See 41 TIPS Page 14

LP joins effort to 'open'
presidential TV debates
America's largest third par¬ties have joined forces to

try to make presidential
debates more open, inclu¬

sive, and fair.
At a press conference in Washing¬

ton, DC on February 18, Libertarian
Party Political Director Ron
Crickenberger joined past Green Party

■ LP Political Director Ron Cricken¬

berger (l) joins Ralph Nader and
Pat Buchanan to demand more

"inclusive" presidential debates.

presidential candidate Ralph Nader
and former Reform Party presidential
candidate Pat Buchanan to call for

replacing the Commission on Presi¬
dential Debates with a "non-partisan
citizen commission."

The current commission, headed
by Republican and Democratic party
functionaries, should be supplanted
by a "grassroots" commission com¬

posed of a variety of civic organiza¬
tions representing a cross-section of
political ideologies, the speakers said.

See DEBATES Page 2
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DuPage Libertarians win place on ballot

A judge has overturned an election board ruling in DuPage County,Illinois, clearing the way for 16 Libertarian candidates to ap¬
pear on a local election ballot.

On February 28, Judge Ronald Mehling ordered the DuPage County
Election Commission (DCEC) to place the names of the Libertarian
candidates for precinct committeemen on a March 19 primary ballot.

Precinct committeemen, a partisan office in Illinois, are respon¬
sible for getting local voters to the polls to vote.

County LP member Ted Semon called the ruling a "great victory"
for the Libertarian Party and Illinois voters.

"[The ruling] means that voters will have more choices when they
walk into the voting booth," he said. "This is the next step in our
continued growth as a viable alternative in Illinois politics."

The County Election Commission had ruled on January 8 that the
Libertarian Party was not an "established" party in the county.

According to law, a party's candidate must have polled at least 5%
in the last election to qualify to run candidates for countywide office.

Libertarians said they met that requirement in 2000, when LP state
legislative candidate Elizabeth Quaintance received 26.2% of the vote.

But the Election Commission disagreed, saying the vote merely
made the LP a "recognized party" in that specific legislative district
— not in the entire county.

In response, Libertarians filed suit in the Eighteenth Circuit Court
in Wheaton, where Judge Mehling ruled in their favor.

John Perry scholarship fund is launched

Two prominent drug policy reform groupshave created a scholarship fund to
commemorate an LP member who died in

the September 11 terrorist attacks.
On March 26, the DC-based Drug Reform

Coordination Network and Students for a
Sensible Drug Policy celebrated the kick-off of
the John W. Perry Fund in New York City.

The fund will provide private scholarships for
students who have been denied federal financial
aid due to drug convictions, said Dave Borden,
DRCNet founder and executive director.

"Since this scholarship program is intended
to address one new injustice of the drug war, it seemed like an effort
of which [Perry] would have approved," he said. "Libertarianism lost a
strong advocate in John Perry, but we can continue to fight in his
name and be the stronger for it."

In 1998, Congress passed an amendment to the Higher Education
Act denying loans, grants, and work-study jobs to any students who
have been convicted of a drug offense.

Perry, who worked as a police officer in the Bronx, was killed while
helping victims escape from the World Trade Center. He was last seen
on the Mezzanine of the South Tower shortly before it collapsed.

For more information, visit: StopTheDrugWar.org. To make a contri¬
bution, send a check to DRCNet Foundation, 2000 P St., NW Suite 210,
Washington DC 20036, with "John W. Perry Fund" in the memo line.

Lord of the Rings: Best libertarian movie

Lord of the Rings has been named thebest libertarian movie of 2001.
That's according to the subscrib¬

ers of John Osborne's "Miss Liberty's Film
& TV Update," who nominated and voted
on the best libertarian film and best
libertarian documentary in mid-February.

Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the
Ring is the first installment of J.R.R.
Tolkien's epic fantasy about a band of
mythical characters in Middle Earth who
set out to destroy a ring that gives its owner unspeakable power —
and the temptation to do evil.

"Libertarians loved Lord of the Rings for its 'power corrupts'
theme," said Osborne. "Otherwise, I don't think 2001 was a great year
for libertarian film, but Lord of the Rings was certainly a stand-out."

Lord of the Rings won 91% of the vote for best movie, beating out
Uprising, Censor, and The Majestic.

In the best documentary category, John Stossel Goes to Washington
was the clear winner, earning 80% of the vote. In the documentary,
the award-winning ABC News journalist investigated government
agencies and determined they were rife with waste and inefficiency.

Osborne is the author of Miss Liberty's Guide to Film and Video, a
popular guide to over 250 libertarian-themed movies.

For information, visit: http://www.missliberty.com/Awards2001.html.

■ John Perry:
Scholarship fund.

Party supports campaign to make
presidential debates more inclusive
Continued from Page 1

"The Libertarian Party is proud to
join today with America's other third
parties in calling for a new, and truly
non-partisan, Commission on Presi¬
dential Debates," said Crickenberger.

"Such a non-partisan, grassroots
commission would mean a more open
and inclusive policy regarding candi¬
date participation, [and would cre¬
ate] presidential debates that are
truly fair, inclusive, and representa¬
tive of the broad spectrum of Ameri¬
can political beliefs."

The press conference attracted TV
cameras from Fox News and the Cable
News Network (CNN), as well as al¬
most a dozen print journalists.

During their speeches, Crick¬
enberger, Nader, and Buchanan each
charged the current commission with
unfairly discriminating against third-
party candidates.

Squeezed out
The Commission on Presidential

Debates (CPD), a non-profit corpora¬
tion, was created in 1987, after the
non-partisan League of Women Vot¬
ers was squeezed out of the debate
organizing process by the Republican
and Democratic parties.

The CPD sponsored presidential
debates in 1988, 1992, 1996, and
2000. Except for the 1992 debates —
which included then-independent
candidate Ross Perot — all the de¬
bates have featured only Republican
and Democratic candidates.

The CPD is headed by Frank
Fahrenkopf, Jr., the former chair of
the Republican National Committee,
and Paul Kirk, the former chair of the
Democratic National Committee.

In 2000, the CPD required a presi¬
dential candidate to poll 15% in an
average of five nationwide surveys
before being invited to participate in
the debates — a criterion which ex¬

cluded LP candidate Harry Browne,
as well as Buchanan and Nader.

Buchanan, the populist firebrand
who bolted the Republican Party to
run as the Reform Party candidate in
2000, said the CPD is determined to
stifle third-party critics of the two-
party agenda.

"The presidential debate commis¬
sion is supposed to be non-partisan,
but it's not — it is bipartisan," he

■ LP Political Director Ron Crickenberger (l) talks to former Green Party
presidential candidate Ralph Nader after the press conference with the
Reform Party's Pat Buchanan in Washington, DC on February 18.

Presidential
debates should be

"fair, inclusive, and
representative of the
broad spectrum of
political beliefs."

— Ron Crickenberger

said. "That is a different thing."
Nader, the disheveled consumer

activist who headed the Green Party's
presidential ticket in 1996 and 2000,
said the commission "masquerades as
a neutral government body," butsin
reality is a "bipartisan corporation."

"It is high time to create a non¬
partisan People's Presidential Debate
Commission [that] will set fair crite¬
ria for the inclusion of legitimate
third-party candidates," he said.

Crickenberger said the CPD's stan¬
dards for inclusion are "unreasonably
high" and shortchange voters in fa¬
vor of the status quo.

"The Debates Commission should

offer voters a broad spectrum of le¬
gitimate candidates — instead of
acting as kingmaker among a hand¬
ful of establishment candidates," he
said. "Everyone benefits when voters
are exposed to more choices in a
presidential debate."

Crickenberger also said including
more candidates in the debates would

likely have an energizing effect on
the electorate.

As evidence, he cited Perot's presi¬
dential campaign in 1992. Perot was
polling at just 7% in October when
he received an invitation to partici¬
pate in the debates. The Texas bil¬
lionaire ended up winning 19% of the
vote, and boosted voter turnout by
12 million from the previous election.

Opportunity denied
"[Perot] is proof that third-party

candidates are capable of making
valuable contributions to the politi¬
cal debate if they have that oppor¬
tunity," said Crickenberger. "If that
opportunity is denied, the debate will
be restricted to those issues the two

major parties want to address."
Nader promised to produce a re¬

port about the Commission on Presi¬
dential Debates — including recom¬
mendations for change — by this fall.
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State Chairs share advice, insights at conference
Representatives from 40 state parties
gatherfor annual event in Tennessee

Representatives from 40 Liber¬tarian state parties gathered
at the annual LP State Chair's

Conference in Nashville, Tennessee to
share advice, insights, and sugges¬
tions about strengthening affiliate or¬
ganizations.

The event, which took place Feb¬
ruary 23- 24 at the Executive Suites
Hotel, featured 53 state party lead¬
ers and activists.

Five staff members from the na¬

tional LFsWashington, DC headquar¬
ters and Deryl Martin from the Liber¬
tarian National Committee were also
in attendance.

Successful strategies
The conference provided a forum

for state chairs and executive direc¬
tors to talk about the projects they
had engaged in during the past year,
and to learn which strategies were
most successful, said National LP Af¬
filiate Coordinator Dianne Pilcher.

"The state chairs conference is

always a worthwhile event [and] the
attendees were overwhelmingly posi¬
tive and upbeat," she said. "We in¬
corporated virtually all of the sug¬
gestions from last year's conference
to maximize this year's event."

One favorable evaluation came

from Indiana LP Chair Mark Ruther¬
ford, who called the conference a

"productive and wonderful opportu¬
nity."

"All of the states in attendance
are focused on the same things," he
said. "Electing Libertarians to public
office by improving each state's
fundraising efforts, candidate recruit¬
ment and local organizations."

The discussion at the conference

focused on six major topics: Member¬
ship growth and retention; using vol¬
unteers effectively; recruiting and
training candidates; building and
maintaining local organizations; con¬
ducting effective media relations; and
fundraising.

For each topic, different state
chairs and executive directors led the
discussion by describing their suc¬
cessful experiences in that area.

Mark Nelson, Iowa LP Chair and
LNC Region 1 Representative, acted
as a discussion moderator.

"There was quite a bit of partici¬
pation from virtually all the attend¬
ees," said Pilcher.

The discussions sparked numer¬
ous, lively questions, debates, and
exchanges, said LP Campus Coordina¬
tor Marc Brandi.

"The energy level was great," he
said. "You could see the various state

party officers get excited as they
learned new ways to solve old prob¬
lems, heard about effective political
tactics, and got inspired by the vic¬
tories of others."

Reduce burn-out?
Other questions addressed at the

conference included: How can party
officers replace conflict with coop¬
eration? How can party officers re¬
duce burn-out? How can party offic¬
ers protect affiliate parties from ex¬
ternal takeover? Should there be a

national provision for the expulsion
of party members?

Many party leaders said they came
away from the State Chair's Confer¬
ence with new ideas to bring home
to their respective states.

For example, Illinois LP Chair Aus-

Persuasion pros set to
speak at '02 Convention
A trio of expert communicatorsfrom the "most effective lib¬

ertarian organization" in
America have been confirmed to

speak at the 2002 LP National Con¬
vention in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Sharon Harris, Mary Ruwart, and
Michael Cloud of the Advocates for
Self-Government will address conven¬
tion delegates at the July 3-7 event,
announced LP Executive Director
Steve Dasbach.

In addition, 1984 LP presidential
candidate and past LP national chair
David Bergland is set to speak at the
convention.

Crash course

"These speakers will give a crash
course in How to Win Friends and In¬

fluence People, Libertarian-style," said
Dasbach. "They will give practical,
reality-tested advice that you can put
to use immediately to become a more

effective Libertarian communicator.
"Each of these speakers brings a

long history of libertarian activism,
and a personal toolbox of techniques
that can help you become a better
'salesperson' for liberty."

Heading the line-up of the verbal
virtuosos is Sharon Harris, the presi¬
dent of the Georgia-based, non-par¬
tisan Advocates for Self-Government.

An award-winning speaker, Har¬
ris has presented libertarian ideas on
radio talk shows, on cable TV, to col¬
lege political science classes, and
even to Republican gatherings.

As Advocates' president, she de¬
veloped the Lights of Liberty Awards
program (which recognizes and re¬
wards libertarians for outreach ef¬

forts) and the Discover Liberty pro¬
gram (which is seeking to reach
30,000 prospective libertarians in one
calendar year).

See CONVENTION Page 18

Washing*00
■John Mill*

■ Jesse Brocksmith and Jacqueline Passey Bartels, both from the Washington state LP, seek to be
recognized during a roundtable discussion at the State Chair's Conference in Nashville, Tennessee in
February. To the right is Sara Chambers, representing the Libertarian Party of Alaska.

tin Hough said he was most intrigued
by the aggressive affiliate party
growth program developed in Indiana.

"Right now, we are scouring our
database to find areas in the state

with a significant number of party
members, but no local affiliate," he
said. "We then plan on putting to¬
gether an affiliate packet with infor¬
mation that lays out in a few easy
steps how to start a new party chap¬
ter. We hope to have a few new affili¬
ates up and running in the next year."

■ Mary Ruwart (top) and Sharon
Harris are scheduled to speak at
the upcoming LP convention.

Maine LP Executive Director Fred
Staples said he was most impressed
by the "candidate-in-a-box" proposal
he picked up from another state chair.

Grassroots effort
"We are offering each candidate

free consulting, help filling out all
the election paperwork, and personal
signs that will have a common ap¬
pearance and Libertarian identifica¬
tion," he said. "We want this to be
perceived as a real grassroots effort."

A Libertarian candidate for Con¬gress in California has appar¬
ently become the first LP can¬

didate to be endorsed by a Latino
political group.

On February 21, Maad Abu-
Ghazalah was notified that the Mexi¬
can American Political Association

(MAPA) in San Francisco had voted
to support his candidacy for U.S.
House (District 12).

"I'm still on cloud nine," said Abu-
Ghazalah, an Arab-American of Pal¬
estinian descent. "This is huge."

The endorsement was a total sur¬

prise, said Abu-Ghazalah, because
when he went to speak at the MAPA
meeting in San Francisco, he was told
the group would almost certainly
endorse 10-term Democratic incum¬
bent Tom Lantos.

"It was a little disempowering at
first," he said. "When people found
out I was running against Lantos,

In their post-conference evalua¬
tions, State Chairs suggested that
future conferences address how to

retain lapsed members, and strategies
to recruit members and volunteers.

Those concerns may be addressed
at next year's conference, said Pilcher.

"With all the good ideas and en¬
thusiasm at this last event, I think
most state chairs will be looking for¬
ward to it," she said. "Hopefully we'll
have representatives from all 50
states attend as well."

I JUST SAID,

give me a chance.
Hear me out and

decide when I'm

done. Now; I'm still
on Cloud Nine.

—Maad Abu-Ghazalah

they said Lantos was a great guy and
their friend. One person acted almost
offended that I would run against
him.

"I just said, give me a chance. Hear
me out and decide when I'm done."

Given just three minutes to speak,
Abu-Ghazalah linked his background

See ENDORSED Page 21

CA Libertarian candidate
gets Latino endorsement
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Michael Cloud announces for

Pledging to reach at least 1 million voterswith his libertarian message, persuasion
expert Michael Cloud has announced his

candidacy for U.S. Senate in Massachusetts.
In a statement on February 15, the dynamic

public speaker promised to give at least 300
speeches to non-libertarian audiences, distrib¬
ute up to 100,000 fliers, and put up at least
25,000 signs to advertise his candidacy.

The campaign will focus on "personal
responsibility, individual liberty, and a govern¬
ment so small they start putting its picture on
the back of milk cartons," said Cloud.

The 51-year-old Cloud faces incumbent Democrat John Kerry in
the election. There is no Republican frontrunner in the race.

During the first half of 2002, Cloud said he will target college
students in an effort to recruit them into the Libertarian Party fold.

"Many [college students] are starved for Libertarian ideals and
virtues and values," he said. "An exciting and intriguing 15-minute
Libertarian speech will whet their appetite."

Cloud has raised over $7 million for Libertarian candidates and
organizations over the past 11 years, and was the winner of the LFs
2000 Thomas Paine Award for Excellence in Communication.

A professional speechwriter, Cloud was the CEO of the 2000
campaign of Carla Howell for U.S. Senate. He also writes a column
for the Advocates for Self-Government's Liberator Online.

Texas LP files 183 candidates for office

The Texas LP has set a new record fornumber of candidates in an election year,
with at least 183 announced contenders

for state and local office.
On January 14, LP State Chair Geoffrey Neale

delivered a list of 113 state and federal LP
candidates to the Assistant Director of Elections
in Austin on January 14.

Another 70 candidates are running for local
office, which boosts the total number of
Libertarian candidates to 183. That number ■ Geoffe Neale:
shatters the party's previous record in 2000, New state record,
when the LP ran 123 candidates, said Neale.

"We broke our previous record last time, and will surpass that in
2002!" he said. "Next cycle, I'm sure well expand our results further."

The Texas LP slate includes 34 U.S. House candidates vying for
the state's 30 seats, and three candidates for its U.S. Senate
nomination. The party's gubernatorial candidate is Jeff Daiell.

Unfortunately, said Neale, the party's battle to maintain ballot
status for the 2004 election is shaping up to be a difficult one.

In Texas, a party must gamer at least 2% in a gubernatorial race,
or 5% in another statewide race to maintain its ballot status.

However, the Democratic Party, which typically does not field
candidates in every statewide race, is doing so this year. The Green
Party is also running a candidate in every statewide race.

"Without a doubt, this is the biggest challenge we have faced here
in Texas in many years," he said. "I definitely believe we can reach
the threshold results, but only if we put forth a concerted effort."

Libertyforall.net celebrates anniversary

A couple of "regular Joes" have made a splash among libertar¬ians with their online magazine, libertyforall.net.
In just a year, the website has become recognized by many

Libertarians as a provocative one-stop location for libertarian com¬

mentary and news about freedom, said co-founder R. Lee Wrights.
"In its humble beginnings, libertyforall.net was no more than a

few pages filled with commentary provided by whomever chose to
contribute," he said. "Within six months, it featured eight regular
writers, and I was beginning to receive more copy than I could use."

The website now features regular columnists, some of whom write
under pseudonyms such as "Carolinus" and "Patrioticus," in honor of
"patriots [who] had to mask their identities to avoid a tyrant's gallows."

In addition, website visitors can access news stories, satirical
pieces, LP state convention information, LP press releases, a
discussion forum, and an e-mail discussion group.

"Libertyforall.net is a testament to what a couple of regular Joes are
capable of achieving with nothing more than an idea, a group of sup¬
portive friends, and a deep affection for liberty and freedom," he said.

In addition to serving as libertyforall.net editor, Wrights is vice
chair of the North Carolina LP. Co-founder Michael Bragg is the site's
Webmaster and graphic designer.

In Alabama, John Sophocleus
is part of season's first TV debate
Alabama gubernatorial candi¬date John Sophocleus has be¬

come the first LP candidate
this year to debate one of his major
party opponents on television.

The same week, Sophocleus gen¬
erated a flurry of media attention
with a "Tax Me More" proposal — a
tongue-in-cheek solution to his
state's so-called "education funding
crisis."

On February 18, Sophocleus par¬
ticipated in a forum with three can¬
didates vying for the Republican
nomination, and an Independent can¬
didate. Incumbent Democratic Gov¬
ernor Don Seigelman declined to par¬
ticipate in the event, which was
broadcast on Alabama Public Televi¬
sion.

Crisp, precise
Sophocleus' "crisp, precise, and

well-reasoned" answers to policy
questions showed him in clear com¬
mand of the debate, said campaign
manager Scott Kjar.

"On more than one occasion, the
other candidates responded to an¬
swers by saying things like, 1 agree
with John,' or 'John makes sense on

this issue,' " he said. "John took the
opportunity to suggest that if those
folks really agree with him, then they
should leave the GOP and join the LP!"

■ Alabama gubernatorial candi¬
date John Sophocleus: In "clear
command" of televised debate.

After the debate ended, Kjar said
the LP outreach table was flooded
with voters who picked up printed
materials and asked questions about
the Libertarian Party.

Three days later, Sophocleus and
LP Vice Chair Matthew Givens
launched a "Tax Me More" Fund at

the "Higher Education Day" rally in
Montgomery.

The fund is "a response to politi¬
cians who favor tax hikes to finance
more government education spend¬
ing," said Sophocleus.

"Politicians love to abscond with

taxpayer dollars," he said. "So we
decided to draw some of the atten¬
tion away from their demand for more
'public investment' in education with
our tongue-in-cheek proposal."

Modeled after a similar project
spearheaded by Republican Arkansas
Governor Mike Huckabee, the fund
allows state residents who say "tax
me more" to politicians to make vol¬
untary donations at www.TaxMeMore.
homestead.com.

All contributions to the fund will
be sent directly to the government's
Education Trust Fund on a quarterly
basis, pledged Sophocleus.

Mindless automatons
"We're giving people a voluntary

vehicle to get more money into the
education budget," he said. "It's a
solution for all the mindless automa¬
tons who stand up and cheer when¬
ever politicians propose throwing
more tax dollars at the stagnant edu¬
cation system."

Instead of demanding higher taxes
for Alabama residents — who already
pay an average of 31.2% of their in¬
come in direct taxes each year —

Sophocleus said voters should hold
politicians accountable for their
"reckless spending."

See SOPHOCLEUS Page 21

Libertarian Party joins campaign
against proposed national ID card
The Libertarian Party has joineda coalition to try to squash a

proposal that would turn stan¬
dardized state driver's licenses into a

"de-facto national ID card."
On February 11, 43 organizations,

including the LP, sent a letter to Presi¬
dent George W. Bush asking him to
reject an idea, backed by the Ameri¬
can Association of Motor Vehicle Ad¬
ministrators, to create a federally
mandated, uniform driver's license for
all 50 states.

Furthermore, the coalition urged
the president to torpedo a Congres¬
sional request that the Transporta¬
tion Department define "types of
encoded data that should be placed
on drivers' licenses for security pur¬
poses," and "work in concert with the
states toward early implementation
of such measures."

Biometric identifiers?
The proposals would require states

to create standardized, "tamper¬
proof" driver's licenses, perhaps with
biometric identifiers, linked to state
and federal government databases.
If enacted, such a measure would

likely be the first step toward the
implementation of a national ID
card system, said LP Executive

Libertarians
remain steadfast in
their "opposition to

any kind of national
ID program, including
incremental steps."
— Steve Dasbach

Director Steve Dasbach.
"The Libertarian Party remains

steadfast in its opposition to any sort
of national identification program —

including incremental steps toward
the creation of such a system," he
said. "This proposal would be the
beginning of the end of privacy in
America, and the president has an

obligation to reject it."
Such a proposal gives too much

power to the federal government,
agreed J. Bradley Jansen, deputy di¬
rector of the Free Congress
Foundation's Center for Technology
Policy, which drafted the letter.

"The rights of law-abiding citizens

are the ones that will be most at-risk
with the implementation of a na¬
tional ID card system," he said. "Such
a system lends itself all too easily to
abuse by governmental agencies.

"A national ID could require all
Americans to carry an internal pass¬
port at all times, compromising our
privacy, limiting our freedom, and
exposing us to unfair discrimination
based on national origin or religion."

ACLU, Eagle Forum
Joining the Libertarian Party in

signing the letter were the American
Civil Liberties Union, the Eagle Fo¬
rum, and the Eectronic Privacy In¬
formation Center.

Other organizations signing on
included the American Conservative
Union, People for the American Way,
the Independent Institute, Privacy
International, the National Immigra¬
tion Law Center, and the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep and
BearArms.

The letter states a number of
reasons why the proposal should be
rejected:

■ It would fail to prevent ter¬
rorism. "Terrorists and criminals will
continue to be able to obtain — by

See NATIONAL ID Page 18
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Here’s what Carla Howell is saying to
the Gun Community in Massachusetts

carla Howell for Governor
small government is beautiful™...
AND IT LEAVES OUR GUNS ALONE!
Libertarian • Massachusetts 2002

Why Carla Howell
for Governor?

100% Pro-Gun Freedom.
Carla Howell is the only

candidate for Governor who will
Shred every Anti-Gun Freedom
Law in Massachusetts.

Repeal Chapter 180.
Immediately Repeal and

Remove every bureaucratically
imposed Anti-Gun Regulation
and Restriction on the books.

$3,000 each for 3,000,000
working people in Massachusetts.
Every year.

How? With her Small Govern¬
ment Act Ballot Initiative to End
the Income Tax in Massachusetts.

When you vote for Carla
Howell for Governor on November
5th, you can also vote to End the
Income Tax in Massachusetts.

small government
Massachusetts state govern¬

ment spending has more than
doubled in the last 10 years. Ending the Income
Tax in Massachusetts will reduce the state

budget from $23 Billion today down to $14
Billion on July 1, 2003.

Small government respects our Right to
Keep and Bear Arms. Small government keeps
its nose out of our family decisions.

Small government leaves us free and respon¬
sible for running our
own businesses.

Small govern¬
ment restores our

right to our own Life,
Liberty and Pursuit
ofHappiness.

The Governor’s
Office

When elected
Governor of Massa¬

chusetts, Carla
Howell will use her
office to stand up for
the forgotten
taxpayer. The
forgotten gun owner.
The forgotten family.

Governor Carla Howell will fight Attorney
General Tom Reilly to End his unconstitutional
and high-handed interference in the rights of gun
owners to purchase firearms.

Governor Carla Howell will go after the bur¬
eaucrats, courts, and legislators on behalf of res¬
ponsible and self-supporting Massachusetts citizens.

The Governor’s most powerful
weapons: a Shredder and a Veto.

Day and night, Governor Carla Howell will
use her shredder and veto to advance the

cause of Personal Responsi¬
bility, Individual Liberty and
small government in Massa¬
chusetts.

Carla Howell will Just

Say, “No more Big Govern¬
ment!”

Carla Howell Marches for Gun Freedom.
Photo by: Norm Reynolds

Carla Howell’s Pro-^ P^ge
I Will work to Shred a„ state laws

I will push to immediately R m
regulations,r® an(1 gear Arms,

infringe on our Right to Keep anu8
I will go to Beacon H-H

with a Shredder and a Veto.
put the Second Amendment Firs.

Every Issue. Every Time.
No exceptions. No excuses.

Gun Prohibition
is Destructive

Gun Prohibition is one more

Big Government program.
, Gun Prohibition doesn’t work.

Gun Prohibition makes

things worse.
Gun Prohibition causes new

problems.
Gun Prohibition squanders

Billions of dollars.
Gun Prohibition diverts

money and energy from positive
and productive uses.

small government
= Gun Rights

Why does Big Government
infringe on our Right to Keep
and Bear Arms? Because it CAN.

Why doesn’t small government infringe on
our gun rights? Because it CAN’T.

The problem is NOT the abuse of power.
The problem is the power to abuse.
Take away the power, make government

small — and no abuse is possible.
Make government small. Eliminate the

problem once and for all. The solution is simple,
elegant — and it works.

Big Government promises that our gun rights
are never safe. Small government guarantees
that our gun rights are always secure.

Carla Howell puts the Second Amendment
First. Every Issue. Every Time. No Exceptions.
No Excuses.

Please support Carla Howell, Libertarian for
Governor.
Please make your most generous donation.

Carla Howell testifies against
and shreds Chapter 180.
Photo by: Dean Hodgkins

small government is beautiful""
AND IT LEAVES OUR GUNS ALONE!

carlahowell

□ $500 □ $250
□ $85 □ $65
I’ll pay by: □ Check
□ Discover □ Visa

□ $150
□ Other: $

CHLP402

□ Mastercard
□ AmEx

Here’s my check: “Carla Howell for Governor.” You may donate
up to $500 in 2002. And so may your spouse.

■ NAME

.

CREDIT CARD#

| ADDRESS SIGNATURE EXPIRATION DATE

■ CITY STATE ZIP OCCUPATION EMPLOYER

PHONE EMAIL

Mail to: Carla Howell for Governor • 6 Goodman Lane • Wayland, MA 01778 • We are forbidden from accepting money orders or
cash donations over $50 per year. We are prohibited from accepting any debit card donations. Massachusetts requires us to report the
name and address of all contributors, and also request the occupation and employer of individuals whose contributions total $200 or
more a year. Paid for by Carla Howell for Governor: R. Dennis Corrigan, Treasurer, www.carlahowell.org
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{talking POINTS

Republicans' dirty little secret,
and the trouble with Tolkienists
■ Bigger isn't better

The federal government next year
is likely to spend more than $2 tril¬
lion, an incomprehensible number so
big even mathematicians don't use

the word.
Here's what a trillion looks like:

1,000,000,000,000.
You have not lived a trillion sec¬

onds. The country has not existed for
a trillion seconds. Western civiliza¬
tion has not been around a trillion
seconds. One trillion seconds ago —

31,688 years — Neanderthals stalked
the plains of Europe.

The U.S. budget first passed $1
trillion in 1987; this is the first presi¬
dential budget proposal to exceed $2
trillion. The budget didn't pass $1
billion until 1917. President Bush's
budget request is for $2,128 trillion.

Stacked in dollar bills, the pile
would stretch nearly 144,419 miles.
That's two-thirds of the distance to
the moon, more than five laps of the
Earth at the equator.
— SETH BORENSTEIN

Knight Ridder Newspapers
February 4, 2002

■ Flowery finances
Is campaign spending too high?

No. In 2000, all campaigns — includ¬
ing state and local elections and bal¬
lot referendums—cost about $3.9 bil¬
lion, according to the forthcoming
book Financing the 2000 Election from
the Brookings Institution.

This is less than four one-hun¬
dredths of 1% percent of our national
income. It's less than Americans

spend annually on flowers ($6.6 bil¬
lion in 1997).
— Robert J. Samuelson

The Washington Post
February 13, 2002

■ Terrorism Pork
National security arguments were

even used to advance a farm-subsidy
bill worth $167 billion. Before Sep¬
tember 11, the bill was titled the
Agriculture Act of 2001. After the
terrorist attacks, it was renamed the
Farm Security Act of 2001.

On September 24, growers of more
than 20 federally subsidized agricul¬
ture commodities sent a letter to

Capitol Hill lawmakers in which they
said that the attacks had "bolstered
the argument that food production
is vital to the national interest."

On October 5, the measure passed
the House by a vote of 291 to 120.

Similar arguments were advanced
by the manufacturers of traffic signs,
barricades, and other equipment, who
gamely recast their perennial plea for
more federal highway-safety spend¬
ing in a national security framework.

A spokesman for the 1,800-mem-

IS CAMPAIGN

spending too high?
No. In 2000, all

campaigns cost about
$3.9 billion. It's less

than what Americans

spend on flowers.
ber American Traffic Safety Services
Association said that increased fed¬
eral spending on highway signs and
other traffic-routing devices would
help motorists flee cities faster and
more safely during a terrorist attack.
— Mother Jones, April 2002

■ Public servant
As chronicled by the Houston Press

and the Weekly Standard, [U.S. Rep.
Sheila] Jackson-Lee [D-TX] is the gold
medalist of Beltway boors.

"Don't you know who I am?" she
reportedly shrieked at flight atten¬
dants who didn't serve her the right
food. "I'm Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson-Lee."

And when she didn't get chauf-
feured to a civil rights commemora¬
tion, she yelled at an aide: "You don't
understand. I am a queen, and I de¬
mand to be treated like a queen."
— Michelle Malkin

The Washington Times
February 25, 2002

■ Golf, gas, games
The Environmental Protection

Agency has given more than $2 bil¬
lion to nonprofit groups since 1993,
often without competitive bidding,

an Associated Press computer analy¬
sis found.

Among the grants listed in agency
documents as awarded to non-profits:
■ A $1,500 grant to help a uni¬

versity group create a "solid-waste
board game" titled the Can Man Game.

■ More than $47,000 to help the
Seattle Mariners baseball team, which
had an $80 million payroll last year,
develop a recycling program at its new
stadium.
■ More than $300,000 over eight

years for a "golf and the environ¬
ment" project to encourage golf
courses to be more environmentally
friendly.

■ Nearly $100,000 to study how
to reduce methane-gas emissions
from livestock in the Ukraine.
— THE WASHINGTON TIMES

February 13, 2002

■ Big Government Party
Contrary to popular myth, every

Republican president since and in¬
cluding Herbert Hoover has increased
the federal government's size, scope,
or power — and usually all three.
Over the last 100 years, of the five
presidents who presided over the larg¬
est domestic spending increases, four
were Republicans.
— James Ostrowski

www.Mises.org
February 25, 2002

■ Is there a connection?
It is not good for North Korea to

be developing nuclear weapons, but
how exactly is it "terrorism"?

The thought of Iran or Iraq as a
nuclear power is, if anything, even

scarier than the thought of Osama bin
Laden holed up with his dialysis ma¬
chine in some new cave somewhere.

But how did the "war on terror¬
ism" change focus so quickly from
rooting out and punishing the per¬
petrators of 9-11 — a task that is
still incomplete — to doing some¬
thing about nuclear proliferation?
What is the connection?

In his State of the Union speech,
President Bush stapled terrorism and
proliferation together by declaring
that our "goal is to prevent regimes
that sponsor terror from threatening
America or our friends and allies with
weapons of mass destruction."

Which is like saying that you want
to stop child molesters from robbing
banks.
— Michael Kinsley

The Washington Post
February 8, 2002

■ Farming affluence
Does the government really need

to subsidize such an efficient indus¬
try? Do we need farming subsidies in
order for Americans to eat?

Evidence from New Zealand indi¬
cates that the answer is an emphatic
no on both counts. In 1984 New
Zealand's Labor government took the
dramatic step of ending all farm sub¬
sidies, which then consisted of 30

separate production payments and
export incentives.

This was a truly striking policy
action, because New Zealand's
economy is roughly five times more
dependent on farming than is the U.S.
economy, measured by either output
or employment. Subsidies in New
Zealand accounted for more than 30%
of the value of production before re¬
form, somewhat higher than U.S.
subsidies today. And New Zealand
farming was marred by the same prob¬
lems caused by U.S. subsidies, includ¬
ing overproduction, environmental
degradation and inflated land prices.

Subsidy elimination in New
Zealand was swift and sure. There was

no extended phase-out of farm pay¬
ments, as was promised but not de¬
livered under U.S. farm reforms in
1996. Instead, New Zealand's govern¬
ment simply offered one-time "exit

“What light is to the eyes, what air
is to the lungs, what love is to the
heart, liberty is to the soul of man.-

— Robert Green Ingersoll

I ake a deep breath of the oxygen of
independence. Stare into the dazzling light of
liberty. Feel your heart soar with the love of
freedom. Now imagine that every American
shared your bliss. That's the goal of the Lib¬
ertarian Party: To turn your keen appreciation
of freedom into public policy. There's a way
you can help: By naming the party in your will
or insurance policy. To have a confidential
discussion of this option, call National Liber¬
tarian Party Treasurer Deryl Martin at (931)
858-0915. Ore-mail him: dnc@multipro.com.

grants" to those who wanted to leave
farming when subsidies ended.

New Zealand's plan was initially
met with protest marches and orga¬
nized resistance by farmers. Bolster¬
ing opposition was the government's
prediction that 10% of the country's
farms would go out of business.

But the subsidies were ended, and
New Zealand farming has never been
healthier.

A report last year from the Feder¬
ated Farmers of New Zealand docu¬
ments the positive change and growth
in that country's agriculture indus¬
try since subsidies ended. While land
prices initially fell after reform, by
1994 they had rebounded, and they
remain high today. The mass of farm
bankruptcies some had expected
never occurred; just 1% of farms have
gone out of business.

Meanwhile, the value of farm out¬

put in New Zealand has soared 40%
in constant dollar terms since the
mid-1980s. Agriculture's share of New
Zealand's economic output has risen
slightly, from a pre-reform 14% to
17% today. Since subsidies were re¬
moved, productivity in the industry
has averaged 6% growth annually,
compared with just 1% before reform.
— Chris Edwards & Tad Dehaven

The Washington Post
March 3, 2002

■ A bad hobbit
Last summer, the Central Asian

Republic of Kazakhstan began a
crackdown on dangerous "bohemian"
lifestyles.

The authorities went after a num¬
ber of familiar outsiders — gays, re¬
ligious dissidents — but even West¬
erners were surprised to learn that
one targeted group was "Tolkienists."

It turns out that there are Hobbit
wannabes who like to dress up in
character costume and re-enact
scenes from J.R.R. Tolkien's novels.
For their trouble, they were being
subjected to sustained water torture.
— REASON, March 2002

■ DEA terrorism
[On February 11], the FBI warned

that "a planned attack may occur in
the United States or against U.S. in¬
terests on or around Feb. 12," thanks
to 12 terrorists led by Fawaz Yahya
al-Rabeei, a Saudi-born Yemeni.

Suspecting this, federal officials
should have deployed as many dedi¬
cated, talented agents as possible to
protect high-profile targets such as
San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge,
Fisherman's Wharf or the pyramidal
Transamerica Tower.

Think again. Washington instead
chose February 12 to unleash gun-tot¬
ing Drug Enforcement Agency offic¬
ers against AIDS and cancer patients.

These federal agents raided a sus¬
pected cannabis cultivation center in
suburban Petaluma, California and
medical marijuana dispensaries in San
Francisco and Oakland. They arrested
four men who led these operations.

This outrageous and ill-timed mis-
allocation of law-enforcement re¬

sources epitomizes the Bush Admin¬
istration's effort to repackage the War
on Drugs within the War on Terror.
— Syndicated columnist

deroy Murdock

February 14, 2002
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GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY
VS

PersonalResponsibility
Michael Cloud, Libertarian for U.S.Senate (MA)

You don’t even live inMassachusetts.

Why should you care about
1 Massachusetts U.S. Senator:

Democrat John Kerry?
Because Democratic U.S. Senator John Kerry

raises your taxes — whether you live in Massa¬
chusetts or not.

Because Democratic U.S. Senator John Kerry
imposes dangerous, destructive Anti-Gun laws on
you and your loved ones — whether you live in
Massachusetts or not.

Because Democratic U.S. Senator John

Kerry’s votes create massive government authority,
control and mandates over your health care—
whether you live in Massachusetts or not.

You’re not safe from John Kerry’s United
States Senate votes. You can’t run. You can’t hide.
Even though you don’t live or vote in
Massachusetts.

John Kerry: Apprentice
to Dukakis & Kennedy

There are no accidents in politics.
John Kerry was Michael Dukakis’ Lt. Governor.
Junior Senator John Kerry is the political

understudy of the Darth Vader of Big Government:
Ted Kennedy.

John Kerry’s U.S. Senate votes have the
fingerprints of Ted Kennedy all over them.

John Kerry was on A1 Gore’s short list for Vice
President in 2000.

John Kerry has launched his Democratic
campaign for President of the United States. He’ll
start campaigning hard — if he can just coast
through his fourth Coronation to the U.S. Senate.

Would you like to change John Kerry’s U.S.
Senate race from a Coronation to a Campaign?

Because Michael Cloud offers the Libertarian
Alternative. A campaign of ideas. A campaign of
basic choices. A campaign of competing visions of
America’s future.

Personal Responsibility Sets Us Free
Personal responsibility makes us self-reliant.

Self-supporting. Thoughtful. Productive. Personal
responsibility makes us prosperous and civil.

Yet everywhere in America, Government
Responsibility advances, while personal
responsibility retreats.

Government Responsibility expands, while
personal responsibility shrivels and shrinks.

Government Responsibility grows stronger, while
personal responsibility grows weaker and weaker.

Why?
Because too many people believe that personal

responsibility is a hard and painful burden— that
it means blame and punishment— that personal
responsibility means just one more thankless task.

So they surrender responsibility to govern¬
ment. And Big Government is happy to take it.

Government Responsibility is a Trap
Big Government grows by assuming

responsibility.
Government Responsibility doesn’t work.
Government Responsibility makes things worse.
Government Responsibility creates new

problems.
Government Responsibility means programs

that squander and waste.
Government Responsibility diverts money and

energy from positive and productive uses.
Government Responsibility IS the problem.
Personal responsibility is the solution.

The Bitter Harvest of
Government Responsibility

Health Care? Senator John Kerry and his
colleagues vote more federal Government Res¬
ponsibility. They drive us toward a single-payer,
Big Government Health Care monopoly. One big
VA hospital for America. That’s Government
Responsibility.

Guns and Self-Defense? Senator John Kerry
and his colleagues consistently vote for more
government authority, more government control,
and more government responsibility. John Kerry
advances, endorses and embraces the Brady Bill,
the Assault Weapons Ban, and the Million Mom
March. His Anti-Gun laws, regulations and
restrictions disarm and endanger responsible gun
owners. That’s Government Responsibility.

Federal spending? Senator John Kerry and his
colleagues consistently vote for higher and higher
federal budgets. In 1992, the federal budget was $1
Trillion. Today, with 10 years of John Kerry’s
votes, the federal budget is over $2 Trillion.
Doubling federal spending means doubling the
taxes taken from working Americans. The Bitter
Harvest of Government Responsibility.

Government Responsibility
or Personal Responsibility?

Government Responsibility is the problem.
Personal responsibility is the solution.

Personal responsibility is the price of liberty.
Personal responsibility sets us free. Personal
responsibility leaves us with the freedom and
resources to support our families, raise and educate
our children, plan our careers, and save for our
own retirements.

Personal responsibility thrives with small
government. And small government survives when
personal responsibility thrives.

Government Responsibility or personal
responsibility?

Government Authority or personal authority?
Government Control or personal control?
Big Government or small government?

John Kerry or Michael Cloud?
You don’t even live in Massachusetts. But

Massachusetts Senator John Kerry will raise your
taxes, take over more and more health care choices,
and expand Government Responsibility as long as
he’s in office.

Libertarian U.S. Senate candidate Michael
Cloud wants to defend you against U.S. Senator
John Kerry. Please help Michael Cloud get John
Kerry off your back. Michael Cloud is your
candidate for U. S. Senate — whether you live in
Massachusetts or not.

Please donate generously. Please donate today.

PersonalResponsibilitySets Us Free
1 ^1 Michael CloudmM Libertarian for U.S. Senate

□ $1,000
□ $150

□ $500
□ $85

MCLP402

□ $250
Q Other: $

I'll pay by: O Check Gl Mastercard
You may donate up to $2,000: $1,000 for primary and $1,000 for General Election Q Discover Gl Visa □ AmEx

NAME CREDIT CARD#

ADDRESS SIGNATURE EXPIRATION

CITY STATE ZIP OCCUPATION EMPLOYER

PHONE EMAIL

Donate to: Michael Cloud for U.S. Senate • 131 Bridge Street • Salem, MA 01970 • Note: Federal law requires political committees
to report the name, mailing address, plus occupation and employer for each individual whose contributions exceed $200 in a
calendar year. Not tax deductible. No corporate checks. Paid for by Michael Cloud for U.S. Senate, R. Dennis Corrigan,Treasurer.
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Libertarians fight school bonds,
bioterrorism bill, & 'speech' zone

Wisconsin Libertarians take 'Polar Plunge'
■ Green Bay, Wisconsin Libertarians take a "Polar Plunge" to raise
money for the Special Olympics — and to show support for LP
candidates.

On February 2, LP alderman candidate Dan Senglaub of Green Bay
jumped into the icy waters of the Fox River along with 12 other
Libertarian activists. A total of 250 people participated in the event.
"It was really nasty," admitted Senglaub. "When y6u hit the water,

your whole body just goes numb. But at least it was for a good cause."
At the event, the Libertarians wore shirts supporting Senglaub's can¬

didacy, as well as the campaign of Ed Thompson, the party's 2002 guber¬
natorial candidate. The event was also covered by a local radio station.

"As rough as it was, I would probably do it again," said Senglaub.
"It was great exposure for the Libertarian Party."

■ CALIFORNIA

LP candidates endorse
'three-strikes' initiative

A number of LP candidates have
endorsed an initiative that would re¬

form the state's "three-strikes law,"
passed by voters in 2000.

Sponsored by the Citizens Against
Violent Crime, a non-profit PAC, the
initiative would limit the three-
strikes law to violent crimes only.
Currently, the law automatically in¬
creases the sentence of individuals
on their third conviction — even for
non-violent felonies like shoplifting.

Over 30 LP candidates in 2002
endorsed the initiative, including gub¬
ernatorial candidate Gary Copeland.

"I am for amending the law be¬
cause California's current three-
strikes law includes non-violent and
non-serious felonies," he said. "The
Executive Committee of the LP of Cali¬
fornia wisely has also endorsed
amending the law, so real crime can
be addressed more effectively."
If adopted, the law would save

state taxpayers an estimated $700
million per year in prison operating
costs, and over $1 billion for new

prison construction.

■ COLORADO

Party chides legislators
on guardianship vote

El Paso Libertarians have chided
a state legislature committee for in¬
definitely postponing a bill that
would protect parents from the De¬
partment of Human Services.

The bill, HB1275, would have al¬
lowed a jury to decide whether or not
a parent is fit to maintain guardian¬
ship of a child, said LP Media Direc¬
tor Desiree Hickson in late Febru¬

ary. Currently, a judge makes that de¬
cision in the state.

"The jury system would have pro¬
vided for something less arbitrary
[than one judge's decision]," she said.

Seven of the 11 members of the
House Health, Environment, Welfare,
and Institutions Committee voted to

postpone any vote on the bill.
"The actions of the committee are

sad and petty, but not surprising,"
said LP County Chair Ross Glidewell.
"It's just another example of how
most legislators really regard the
people they are supposed to repre¬
sent — as something that gets in the
way of what they want to do."

■ COLORADO

State LP runs radio ads
to attract young people

The Libertarian Party has run ad¬
vertisements on a hard-rock station
in Denver to entice young listeners

to join the Libertarian Party:
The Libertarian ads ran 16 times

on KBPI — the #1 station in the
market — on January 14 and 15, in
an attempt to attract the target au¬
dience of 16- to 30-year-olds, said LP
Public Information Director Kent

McNaughton.
"We picked this group because we

felt they were still fluid enough in
their belief systems that what we had
to say might resonate," he said. "They
see the wrong in the prosecution of
victimless crime, and see the harm
in unchecked police power more than
their parents."

Unfortunately, the LP campaign
hit a snag early on, said McNaughton.

"Our website went down on the
second day of the ads, so we didn't
get good measurements of the ad's
effectiveness," he said.

"The [state LP] executive board is
willing to do it again, but I'm wait¬
ing until I get word we've changed
our [website] hosting company."

New even lower

long distance rates.
Mention: CA LP #154

www.earthtel.com/libeptapians

Can 1-800-458-5753

■ FLORIDA

Okaloosa LP helps kill
$100 million tax plan

Libertarians in Okaloosa County
helped stop a sales tax hike that
would have cost local taxpayers $100
million over four years.

Online
Resources
for LP
Members
■ Find contact info for
your state Libertarian
Party or your State Chair
Visit: www.LP.org
Click on: Organization
Click on: State Parties
Click on: [Your state]
■ Find contact info for
the National Committee
Visit: www.LP.org
Click on: Organization
Click on: National
Committee

Click on: LNC Directory
■ Renew your membership
Visit: www.LP.org
See: Special Features (left side)
Click on: LP Members

The proposal would have raised
the county's 6% sales tax to 7% to
pay for a city pool complex, a new
judicial building, and other projects,
said LP County Chair Dan Scupin.

"We believed the judicial complex
was just another unnecessary boon¬
doggle to provide judges with pala¬
tial surroundings," he said. "If im¬
provements were necessary, they
could be done at far less expense."

To fight the proposal, Libertarians
helped form a group called Taxpay¬
ers Against Tax Increases (TATI). As
vice chair, Scupin did interviews, put
up flyers and yard signs, and testi¬
fied at town hall meetings against the
proposal.

About 58% of county residents
voted against the tax hike on Octo¬
ber 16, 2001.

"We proved that a very small,
underfunded organization can make
a big difference in local politics," said
Scupin. "We sent the status quo poli¬
ticians a message!"

■ FLORIDA

Libertarian scores on

GOP in club 'showcase'
A Duval County Libertarian par¬

ticipated in a "philosophical show¬
case" at the East Coast Tiger Bay Club
— and used the opportunity to score
points against the Republicans.

At the February 15 event in Jack¬
sonville, LP County Chair Doug Klippel
was given 10 minutes to speak, along¬
side representatives from the Demo¬
cratic and Republican parties.

Kippel blasted President Bush's
State of the Union speech for "pro¬
posing as many increases in govern¬
ment spending on a per-minute ba¬
sis as [Bill] Clinton did," and chas¬
tised the Republican spokesman for
saying the GOP is the party of smaller
government.

"In closing, I mentioned the line
that electing even a few Libertarians
to a governing board is akin to hav¬
ing a designated driver in a roomful
of drunks," said Kippel— which gen¬
erated a "solid round of applause."

"[Audience members] were very
supportive," he said. "All in all, a
successful meeting!"

■ FLORIDA

LP students stage rally
against 'speech' zone

A school-designated "Free Speech
Zone" violates freedom of expression,
charged University of Central Florida
Libertarians.

Activists protested on February 22
and February 27 against a school
policy that forbids students from
holding demonstrations, passing out
literature, or conducting any type of

political activism outside a limited
area on campus.

"I think [the protest] was quite
successful," said Marcus Vahle, the
press secretary for the Central Florida
Libertarians. "We attracted a lot of
media attention. The cops showed up
to bully us for no reason. And we

alerted a seemingly unaware student
body to this problem."

The event was covered by Chan¬
nel 2 News, The Independent news¬
paper, WDBO radio, the Guetzloe Re¬
port, the Florida Radio News Network,
and the Orlando Weekly publication.

In addition, Libertarians collected
about 50 signatures on a petition to
do away with the zone, which they
will deliver to the University presi¬
dent.

■ GEORGIA

State party speaks out
against bioterrorism bill

LP officers have criticized a new

"anti-terrorism bill" that would allow
the governor to declare a public
health emergency in the case of a
bioterrorist attack.

The bill, SB385, gives "unprec¬
edented powers" to Governor Roy
Barnes at the expense of individual
liberties, charged state LP Legislative
Director Bill Costa.

"This legislation is a gross viola¬
tion of the civil liberties of every
Georgian," he said. "With this bill,
our own government represents a big¬
ger threat to our freedoms than any
remote chance of a bioterrorist at¬
tack."

Specifically, the bill would allow
the government to forcibly adminis¬
ter vaccinations to citizens, autho¬
rize the destruction of any property
the state deems to be a "public health
danger," and require health care pro¬
fessionals to provide services in time
of "crisis."

"It is shameful that both parties
have conspired to trample on the
rights of all Georgians with this leg¬
islation," said Costa.

■ MARYLAND

Gubernatorial candidate
hits school power grab

Libertarian gubernatorial candi¬
date Spear Lancaster has charged
Governor Parris Glendening with at¬
tempting "to deny Prince George's
County citizens their electoral con¬
trol" over county schools.

"No one understands the needs of
the children better than their par¬
ents — certainly not the governor
and his political cronies!" said
Lancaster in mid-February.

The war of words began when
Glendening announced the formation

Deadline for Early Convention Registration:

April 15,2002
Save up to $40 (and guarantee yourself a seat at the most popular

events) by postmarking your registration by April 15, 2002.
■ Register online: www.LP.org/conv/2002/ —^Lferfinanl
■ Register by phone: (800) 272-1776
■ Register by mail: See page 18 coupon
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Massachusetts Libertarian college students hold summit meeting
■ Massachusetts college libertarians pose in front of a Harvard University dormitory, following a meeting
that drew students from a half-dozen colleges.

The meeting, held on February 23, featured about 20 Libertarian students from Harvard, MIT, Boston
University, Worcester State College, Northeastern University, and Endicott College, said Aaron Biterman.

"The event, sponsored by the newly created Harvard Libertarian Society, was [designed to allow
students to] celebrate liberty, discuss issues, and socialize," he said, and was organized by Harvard
University juniors Julio Machado and Patrick Boehm.

Shown here, front row (center, kneeling): Aaron Biterman and Pat Boehm. Second row (standing, l-r):
Jess Peysech, Shannon Pothier, Matt Riggs, Daniar Hussain, Julio Machado, Jeff Vachon, Raza Lawrence,
Bill Komer, and Joanne McNeil. Top row (l-r): Lisa Corfman, Alina Stefanescu, Nat Brown, John Durant,
Matthew Malone, and Jeremy Zorn.

of a five-member review panel to
oversee the activities of the Prince

George's County Board of Education.
He took that action after the

members of the board tried to fire
the school superintendent, who is
widely known as a Glendening sup¬
porter.

"The governor's action is a heavy-
handed attempt to deny citizens their
sovereign right to elect their own
officials to represent them," said
Lancaster. "As a Libertarian, I'm con¬

vinced the most effective solution to

any problem is the involvement of the
people most directly affected [and]
to re-establish the parents, principals,
and teachers as major players in the
school system."

■ MASSACHUSETTS

Libertarian registration
jumps by another 12%

Libertarian voter registration in
the Bay State has risen by another
12%, according to new figures re¬
leased by the Election Division of the
secretary of state's office.

The number of voters registered
as Libertarians grew to over 18,400
in early 2002 — up from about 16,500
in mid 2001.

That's a dramatic jump since 1996,
when there were only 3,000 regis¬
tered Libertarians in Massachusetts,
said LP State Chair Eli Israel.

"We're thrilled to see this trend
continue," he said. "We plan to do
all we can to keep this number grow¬
ing, so that we can ensure perma¬
nent major party status for the Lib¬
ertarian Party."

Under state law, Libertarians can

gain "permanent" major party stand¬
ing when they have at least 1% of
registered voters statewide — or
about 42,000 voters. The LP is cur¬

rently considered a major party be¬
cause it won more than 3% of the
vote in the last statewide election.

"With all of the exciting cam¬
paigns this year, we can expect these
[registration] numbers to continue to
rise," said Israel.

■ MICHIGAN

Bond proposal 'rewards'
state schools for failure

Libertarians have blasted Repub¬
lican state senators who proposed a
new bond for school infrastructure

improvements.
The $2 billion bond would simply

subsidize administrators who allowed
school buildings to fall into disrepair,
said LP State Chair Ghazey Aleck in
early March.

"People are getting fed up with
government officials rewarding poorly
managed schools and making the rest
of us pay for it," he said. "Now is the
time for our state leadership to cut
funding to failing schools and to in¬
crease school choice."

Instead of issuing new bonds, the
government should open the school

system up to private competition,
suggested Dianne Barnes, LP candi¬
date for State Board of Education.

"No school district should be re¬

warded for failing to maintain the
most basic of facilities such as build¬

ings," she said. "Providing this bond
to assist schools that have failed to
maintain their buildings is the same
as rewarding them for their neglect."

■ NEVADA

Libertarian helps squash
$200k enforcement plan

A Las Vegas Libertarian has
squashed a funding plan for a "pro¬
active" enforcement program against
building code violations, saving lo¬
cal taxpayers an estimated $200,000
per year.

As a member of the Las Vegas Citi¬
zens Advisory Committee, Chris
Azzaro led the charge against the
funding request by the Code Enforce¬
ment Department.

"They were seeking more funds to
hire new officers to go door to door
looking for code violations such as
broken fences, old cars, and junk in
the backyard," he said. "Basically,
they wanted to harass people, even

though no complaints had been
made."

Azzaro said he lobbied against the
proposal to other committee members
— and the motion was unanimously
defeated on February 13.

"Who says one Libertarian can't
make a difference?" he asked.

Azzaro, who helped defeat a simi¬
lar proposal in 2000, also serves as
the director of the Libertarian Vic¬

tory Fund, a non-profit Libertarian
PAC that supports local LP candidates
nationwide.

■ NEW YORK

State weapon laws can
hurt minorities most

Has the New York government
been engaged in "racial profiling"
when issuing gun permits to residents?

That's the question asked by 2000
LP U.S. Senate candidate John
Clifton during "Black History Month"
— or as the African-American Clifton
calls it, "February."

Under New York's Sullivan law,
government officials need not give a
reason for denying gun permits to
applicants, which Clifton said makes
it easier to deny permits to members

of unpopular minority groups.
Such a policy can leave black New

Yorkers disproportionately defense¬
less — and should remind African-
Americans about the historical dan¬

gers of "victim disarmament," said
Clifton.

"During the Reconstruction period
[following the Civil War], laws were

explicitly enacted to deprive freed
slaves from access to firearms," he
said. "When black Americans recog¬
nize that government dependency
has made us less safe, we will become
more empowered to reclaim our sto¬
len liberties."

■ VERMONT

Libertarians offer new
plan for redistricting

Libertarians have offered to the
state legislature a reapportionment
plan they say would reduce the cost
of campaigning and make it easier to
run for office.

Under the Libertarian plan, the
state senate would be made up of
smaller, one-member districts, with
only about 20,000 residents per
elected official.

"Our legislature has strayed from
its citizen roots, and in doing so has
become less representative," said LP
State Chair Brendan Kinney. "Small
districts and less costly campaigns
translate into more accountability
and a more engaged electorate."

Currently, many state senate can¬
didates must spend at least $20,000
to win, said Kinney. Under the LP
plan, candidates might only have to
spend about $5,000.

"The redistricting debate between
Democrats and Republicans is all
about control and power," he said.
"Unfortunately, there is little concern
from [them] about the effects of re¬
districting on the citizens."

■ VIRGINIA

Party goes 2-for-3 in
ballot access lobbying

The LP scored two victories and
one defeat in a lobbying campaign
to reform state election laws.

In late February, the state house
and senate passed HB1256, which
would allow minor-party candidates
for state and federal offices to have

partisan labels on the ballot.
And the senate killed SB27, which

would mandate primaries for candi¬
dates for governor, lieutenant gover¬
nor, and attorney general.

However, balancing those Liber¬
tarian victories, the senate rejected
HB599, which would extend third-
party partisan labels to local races.

In mid-February, LP Ballot Access
Coordinator Shelley Tamres had sent
an e-mail "legislative alert," asking
party members to lobby for HB1256
and HB599, and against SB 27.

"Two-out-of-three is nothing to
scoff at," said Tamres. "Overall, it has
been a good legislative session for the
LP in Virginia."
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EDITOR S NOTE: Each month, "The Issues" will highlight several
recent Libertarian Party press releases. To get the complete text of all
press releases issued by the LP, send a message to "announce-
request@lp.org" with the word "subscribe" in the subject line.

Inmate drug deaths show Drug War failure

Anew report showing that at least 188 inmates in state prisonsdied of drug overdoses in the last decade is embarrassing proof
that the War on Drugs has failed, the Libertarian Party said.

"If the government can't keep drugs away from inmates who are
locked in steel cages, surrounded by barbed wire, watched by armed
guards, drug-tested, strip-searched, X-rayed, and videotaped — how
can it possibly stop the flow of drugs to an entire nation?" asked Ron
Crickenberger, the party's political director.

"Every one of those 188 inmate overdoses is an admission that the
War on Drugs has failed. It is time government officials admitted this."

In the February 25 issue of Insight magazine, an investigation
revealed that from 1990-2000, at least 188 inmates in state prisons
died from drug overdoses. However, the actual number is almost
certainly higher, since 10 states refused to provide information, and
half the states did not track prisoner overdoses before 1995.

Whatever the actual number of deaths, the report can be summed
up in just one sentence, said Crickenberger: How embarrassing — the
government can't even keep drugs out of prisons.

"Despite arresting 1.4 million Americans for drug violations annually,
the War on Drugs hasn't stopped the flow of drugs," he said. "It's just
turning our prisons into one-stop shopping centers for drugs. This
report is clear evidence that the clang of a prison door slamming shut is
not the sound of the Drug War being won — it's the sound of failure."

Tyson fight: It's about economic freedom

The Washington, DC Boxing Commission should immediately grantMike Tyson a license to fight—because boxing fans, not govern¬
ment bureaucrats, should decide which fights they want to see.

"This is a simple matter of economic freedom," said George Getz,
the party's press secretary. "No American should have to beg a
bureaucrat or a politician for the right to earn a living. And that
includes a heavyweight boxer like Mike Tyson."

The Washington, DC Boxing and Wrestling Commission said on
February 19 that it expects to grant a license to allow Tyson to fight
Lennox Lewis in June for the heavyweight championship of the world.

However, the commission's preliminary approval was met with
howls of outrage from the National Organization for Women (NOW),
local politicians, and church groups.

Tyson, who has a history of violent behavior and criminal
convictions, has already been denied a boxing license in three states.

But the bottom line, said Getz, is that the free market should be
the deciding factor in whether or not Tyson boxes in Washington, DC.

"If politicians don't approve of Mike Tyson, they can refuse to buy
a ticket to see the fight," he said. "If NOW doesn't approve, they
should try to persuade people to boycott the fight. If church groups
don't approve, they should pray for his salvation.

"But don't use the power of government to stop a man from
earning an honest living. Let Mike Tyson box in Washington, DC."

Shays-Meehan is Tncumbent Protection'

Anyone who believes that the U.S. House vote on a campaignfinance bill is really designed to curb the "obscene" amount of
soft money in politics should consider this fact, Libertarians

say: Americans spend 10 times as much money every year on potato
chips as they do on soft money.

"Politicians created a false issue — the influence of soft money —

to divert attention from the real purpose of the Shays-Meehan bill,"
said LP Executive Director Steve Dasbach. "This legislation has only
one goal: Protecting the jobs of Capitol Hill incumbents."

Supporters of the legislation, which the House passed in mid-
February, claim it is designed to rid the nation's campaign finance
system of the "corrupting influence of soft money" — the contribu¬
tions that corporations, labor unions, and individuals make for party¬
building activities such as voter registration drives.

Yet the total amount of soft money collected by political parties
during the 1998-2000 election cycle is just $410 million, according to
a study by the Cato Institute. By comparison, Americans spend about
$4.8 billion a year — more than 10 times as much — on potato chips.

The soft money total for 2000 amounted to less than $3 per voter,
Dasbach added, hardly enough to skew the political system.

"This bill should have been named the Incumbent Protection Act of
2002, because everything in this bill is tailor-made to benefit the most
powerful special-interest group of all — sitting Senators and Con¬
gressmen. Not that they need help: The re-election rate for the House
is a stratospheric 98%, and Senators have averaged 90% since 1986."

'Open election' group votes to file
lawsuit over Oklahoma ballot rule

■ Attending the COFOE meeting on March 2 were (1-r): Elliot Traiman
and Alice Kelsey (Socialist Party), Tyra C. Cohen (Committee for the
Unified Independent Party), Richard Winger (publisher, Ballot Access
News), Steve Dasbach (executive director. Libertarian Party), Dean
Myerson (Green Party), Sarina Grosswald (Natural Law Party), and
Thomas McLaughlin (Reform Party USA).

The Coalition for Free and OpenElections (COFOE) has voted to
file a lawsuit to overturn an

Oklahoma law that discriminates
against formerly recognized parties
like the Libertarian Party.

The lawsuit could be filed within
the next month, said Steve Dasbach,
the executive director of the Liber¬
tarian Party and COFOE chairman.

"We're hammering away at Okla¬
homa every chance we get," he said.
"Oklahoma has the worst ballot access
laws in the nation, and we're trying
to remedy that, one lawsuit at a time."

COFOE members, who met at the
Libertarian Party's national office in
Washington, DC on March 2, unani¬
mously agreed to support the lawsuit.

COFOE includes representatives
from the Libertarian, Reform, Green,
Prohibition, Socialist, Communist,
Constitution, and Natural Law par¬
ties, and the Committee for a Uni¬
fied Independent Party (CUIP). Rich¬
ard Winger, publisher of Ballot Access
News, is also a member.

Representatives for all but the
Prohibition, Communist, and Consti¬
tution parties attended the meeting.

Once recognized
The Oklahoma lawsuit will target

a law requiring political parties that
were once recognized by the state to
file about 60,000 signatures to qualify
for the ballot for statewide office.

Republican and Democratic can¬
didates, independent candidates, and
candidates for unrecognized parties

need only pay a filing fee to get on the
ballot.

However, the Libertarian Party and
the Reform Party, which had ballot
status in the state until the 2000 elec¬
tion and still retain the right to reg¬
ister voters under their party's labels,
must submit about 60,000 valid sig¬
natures, or about 100,000 "raw" sig¬
natures, to qualify for the ballot.

COFOE also agreed to:
■ Urge members of their respec¬

tive parties to lobby against an
amendment to S 565, an election re¬
form bill that will help states pay for
modem voting machines. The amend¬
ment, filed by U.S. Senator John Kyle

(R-AZ), would allow states to require
Social Security numbers on ballot
access petitions.
■ Urge members of their respec¬

tive parties to lobby for HCR 263, a
bill filed by U.S. Representative Jesse
Jackson, Jr. (D-IL). The House reso¬
lution would allow third-party and
independent presidential candidates
to participate in televised debates if
they poll 5% in a nationwide survey,
or if a majority of Americans support
their inclusion.

COFOE is the nation's largest coa¬
lition of third parties, and works to
make ballot access and election laws
more fair.
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Libertarian Breakthrough in Massachusetts?
Liberty Direct may help End the state Income Tax

The Small Government Act Isa Ballot Initiative to End theIncomeTax in Massachusetts.It's designed to take $9 Billionout of the hands ofgovernment andput It in the hands of the 3,000,000Taxpayerswho earned the money. It’sdesigned to be the first step in makingMassachusetts government small.
■ The SmallGovernmentBallotInitiative to End the Income Taxwill:Repeal, remove, end ALL Massachu¬setts state taxes on every individual’sand married couple's wages andIncome, interest income,dividendincome, and capital gains income.

WHAT ARE THE 9 REASONSTO END THE INCOME TAXIN MASSACHUSETTS?
1 $3,000each for 3,000,000 working peopleinMassachusetts.Every year.There are over 3,000,000peopleworking inMassachusetts.The state government takes $9Billion from them in IncomeTaxes every year.Divide $9Billion in taxes by 3,000,000Taxpayers.$3,000average each.

3,000,000MassachusettsTaxpayers will each havean average of $3,000more every year for theirfamiliesand businesses. For their neighborhoodsand their communities.

2 $3,000more every year to spend orsave, to give to churches, charities,orfavorite causes.

.REASONS
TO END THE
INCOME TAX IN
MASSACHUSETTS
BYCARLAHOWEILL '

^roeBush

5 This year’sMassachusetts state budget isalmost $23 Billion.
$9 Billion of theMassachusetts budget comes fromthe state Income Tax.
$23 BillionMassachusetts state budget minus a $9BillionTax Cut from Ending the IncomeTax equalsa $14 Billion Massachusetts state budget.This is still. $4Billion higher thanGovernorMichael Dukakis’■ 1991 bloated state budget. Even after we Endthe IncomeTax,Massachusetts state spendingis 40% higher than the Dukakis budget.

BBigGovernment advocates saythatwe can’t run the Massachusettsstate governmenton $14Billion.
But we ran theMassachusetts state government on$14 Billion or less for IS out of the last20years.

George Bush gave a 1 time $300 Federal IncomeTax Refund. Ending the Income Tax in “JFBi9 Government advocates say
Massachusetts gives 3,000,000Massachusetts ~ Massachusetts t
workers $3nno»—*- * - •

.vciuihi.ending the IncomeTax inMassachusetts gives 3,000,000Massachusettsworkers $3,000each. 10 times George Bush'spartial tax refund. 10 times George Bush's taxrefund everyyear.

3 Financial Privacy forMassachusettsTaxpayers.
3,000,000Massachusetts workers will never haveto file aMassachusetts IncomeTax Form again.Never have to tell the state governmentwho livesin their home, howmuch theymake,and how theyspend it.

worker.
,

Carla Howell IsCoTbundwandChairoftheCommittee for SmallGovernment Visitourweb siteat Iwww.smallgovernmentact.org|

- >,«H JOB
_1Massachusetts.

$9 Billion from Ending the Income Taxwill go backintoourcommunities and local economies.This $9Billion will create over 400,000 newJobs In theprivate sector inMassachusetts. (Beacon HillInstitute, 1998)
130,000 unemployed in Massachusetts. (Bureau ofLaborStatistics,October2001)
400,000 new jobs means a job for
everyone of the 130,000
unemployed.
Massachusetts high school,
college,and university
graduates.400,000 new
jobs means a job for
everygraduate.
104,000 Massachusetts
stateworkers.
DOWNSIZING the state
government means that
someof them will lose their
jobs. 400,000 new jobs in the
private sector means a usefuland productive job
in the private
sector for every
laidoffstate
government
worker.

—rfinment advocates sayMassachusetts government can't survivewithout an Income Tax.
Florida andWashington andTexas have no stateIncomeTax.Neitherdoes Tennessee,Nevada,Wyoming,South Dakota,Alaska,or NewHamp-shire.9 states have NO IncomeTax.Massachusettswould be the 10th statewith no IncomeTax.

8Businesses that are over-bloated,inefficient,and ineffective DOWNSIZE.They remove the waste.Theyget ridofdepartments and divisions that keep failing.Wemust DOWNSIZEMassachusetts government.Wemustget rid of the BigGovernment Programs thatdo not work.Remove the BigGovernmentPrograms that make things worse,create newproblems, squander and waste, and divertmoneyand energy from positive and productive uses inthe private sector.We must DOWNSIZEMassachusetts government.

9 Massachusetts governmentspending hasmore than doubled^ in the last 10 years.
Are our children getting double theeducation theywere 10years ago?Are our streets twice as well-pavedand maintained as they were 10

years ago? Is Logan Airport twice
as safe and secure as it was 10
years ago?

I
CONCLUSION

Avote to End the IncomeTax inMassachusetts is a vote for smallgovernment.A vote that benefits3,000,000 workers.A vote that creates^ 400,000 new jobs.A vote for the Biggest. Tax Revolt in Massachusetts since the
^ BostonTea Party.

— SSton 10 "’Pnnt granted.}

Liberty Direct: the biggest,best-organized, grassroots
Libertarian effort in America.

10,000 powerful, persuasive fliers
given to interested voters. “9
Common Sense Reasons to End
the Income Tax in Massachusetts”
in the hands of our families,
friends, and co-workers.

Next? 100,000 fliers in the
hands of interested, excited voters
in the next 90 days. If You help.

Most ambitious effort
Carla Howell’s Libertarian Committee for

Small Government is running the most
ambitious grassroots libertarian effort in
Libertarian Party history.

“We’re giving our grassroots volunteers
the tools, training, and support they need to get
our message out,” said Carla Howell. “No
Media Bias. No Media Blackout or Censorship.
Liberty Direct delivers our message our way
direedy to the voters.”

Liberty Direct allows our grassroots
volunteers to harness and multiply the power
ofWord-of-Mouth and Social Networks.

Support libertarian grassroots volunteers.
Help fund Liberty Direct tools, training,

and support.

Help us print and hand out the first 100,000 fliers with our “9 Reasons
to End the Income Tax in Massachusetts.” Please donate today.
End the Income Tax in Massachusetts • 9 Common Sense Reasons

NAME (Please Print)
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CITY STATE ZIP

CREDIT CARD »
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www.SmallGovernmentAct.org

Mail to: The Committee for Small
Government • 6 Goodman Lane •

Wayland, MA 01778 • We are forbidden
from accepting money orders or cash
donations over $50 per year. We are

prohibited from accepting any debit card
donations. Massachusetts requires us to

report the name & address of all
contributors, and also request the

occupation & employer of individuals
whose contributions total $200 or more a

year. Paid for by the Committee for Small
Government: R. Dennis Corrigan,
Treasurer; Carla Howell, Chair.

□ $1,000
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□ Check □ Mastercard
□ Visa Q AmericanExpress

Make my check to: “The Committee for Small Government”

I’ll pay by:
Q Discover
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NEWS BRIEFS

Libertarians win six seats in Costa Rica

Costa Rica's Movimiento Libertario has officially won six seatsin the national legislature — gaining two additional seats
after a manual recount of the votes.

Following the recount, congressional candidate Peter Guevara of
Puntarenas province was confirmed to have won a razor-thin victory
by eight votes, while Carlos Herrera of Cartago province was
recognized as a winner by just 331 votes.

The additional victories allowed the party to reach its goal of
electing at least six legislative candidates, said Movimiento
Libertario Secretary General Raul Costales. The party held one seat
in the legislature prior to the February 3 election.

"We are pleased with these results given our goal was to increase
our Congressional seats," he said. "We have sent a loud message to
the bipartisan monopoly that has ruled this country for many years."

The four previously confirmed winners were Ronaldo Alfaro of
San Jose, Federico Malavassi of San Jose, Carlos Salazar of Alajuela,
and Jose Francisco Salas of Heredia.

Costales said the results mean about 10% of the 57-member

legislature will be under Libertarian control — the equivalent of
about 45 U.S. Representatives and 10 U.S. Senators in the USA.

"We think that's enough to block Big Brother in many instances,
and score plenty of libertarian goals in the meantime," he said.

LP musician changes tune...as a candidate

A Libertarian musicianwho has recorded with
musical icons Aretha

Franklin, Tom Jones, and Clar¬
ence Clemens is now running for
the state legislature in California.

Craig Thomas, 51, is a
candidate for State Assembly
(35th District) in Ventura, just
north of Los Angeles.

A professional singer and
saxophonist, Thomas has also
recorded for artists such as Mike
Love (of the Beach Boys),
Jermaine Jackson, Johnny
Mathis, and Jim Messina. In addition, he has performed live with
the Temptations, the Four Tops, and the Captain and Tennille.

Thomas said he became a firm believer in the libertarian

philosophy after a musician friend gave him some books by Ayn
Rand in the 1970s. In 1976, he registered to vote as a Libertarian,
and that year cast his first-ever presidential vote for LP candidate
Roger MacBride. He became a dues-paying member of the LP in 1988.

Although he is running for State Assembly this year, don't
expect Thomas to throw his hat into the ring for higher office.

"Music is something that I love," he said. "Politics is something
that I dislike immensely, which is one reason why I'm a Libertarian."

Frank & Ernest cartoon spoofs libertarians

Libertarians are the punch¬line of a "Frank and Ernest"
comic strip — and they're

laughing about it. Sort of.
"It's nice to be mentioned in

a comic strip that's read by 25
million people," said Bill Winter,
LP director of communications.
"But it would be nicer if the comic didn't perpetuate a subtle, but
important, misunderstanding of what libertarianism really is."

The comic, printed on March 5, shows Moses standing on a
mountain, looking at the Ten Commandments on a stone tablet, and
saying, "The Libertarians are going to go bananas!"

That's funny, said Winter. "The comic plays into the stereotype of
Libertarians as anti-authoritarians — carried to the logical, but
laughable, extreme. That's humorous," he said.

But it also distorts what Libertarians believe, said Winter.
"Libertarianism defines the relationship between individuals and

government," he said. "According to the Bible, the Ten Command¬
ments are instructions from God. It's not our job as Libertarians to
tell people what is or isn't a proper religious belief. That's why a
Libertarian wouldn't 'go bananas' about the Ten Commandments."

So, are Libertarians going to "go bananas" on artist Bob Thaves?
"Of course not," said Winter. "If I met him, I'd have a frank and

earnest conversation about what Libertarians believe. Then I'd con¬

gratulate him for creating such a consistently funny comic strip."
Frank and Ernest is syndicated in 1,300 newspapers around the globe.

■ Craig Thomas (r) with E-Street
Band saxophonist Clarence Clemens.

Iowa LP's recruitment drive makes
it party's fastest growing affiliate
The Iowa LP has earned the titleof fastest growing LP affiliate,

after launching a recruitment
effort in 2001 that boosted party
membership by 21.9%.

According to year-end national LP
figures, the Iowa party grew more
than any other state affiliate, recruit¬
ing 48 new members (16.4 new mem¬
bers per million population).

Coming in second was Alaska,
with a 5.4% growth rate in 2001 (11
new members per million popula¬
tion).

The Iowa LFs membership recruit¬
ment campaign was successful be¬
cause it used an innovative sales

strategy and focused on "realistic,
tangible activism" over philosophy,
said LP State Chair Mark Nelson.

More attractive
"The Iowa LP was a relatively in¬

active party for several years, but in
the past three years, it has become a
much more active and more attrac¬

tive party," he said. "We are better
at the 'blocking and tackling' stuff,
and I think that certainly came
through in the results."

The recruitment effort began just
prior to the March 2001 Iowa LP con¬
vention, when Nelson decided a pri¬
mary goal for the state affiliate
should be to achieve party status, so
voters could register Libertarian.

To accomplish this, the party needed
to grow significantly, said Nelson.

The iowa lp
"grew faster than

any other state party,
and we intend to

build on that success

in 2002 and beyond."
— Mark Nelson

Consequently, the LP decided to
downplay signing the membership
statement, he said, and to offer a

special "trial membership," along
with free registration for the 2001
convention.

The trial membership program al¬
lowed individuals to join the party
for a year for a $10 fee, with the LP
footing the bill for the remaining $15.
If just 25% of those new members
renew after one year, Nelson said the
party will break even on its initial
investment.

At the 2001 convention, the Iowa
LP executive committee decided to

extend the program indefinitely, said
Nelson.

"We recognized the trial member¬
ship was effective at enticing people
to spend just a few dollars and give
the LP a test drive," he said. "We have

no plans to stop with the program
anytime soon."

The party then recruited Clyde
Cleveland to run for Iowa governor
on the LP ticket. Cleveland has co¬

founded seven investment compa¬
nies, and was named the "First So¬
cially Conscious Venture Capitalist"
by Conscious Investors, Ltd. in 1986.

Cleveland toured across the state

promoting the trial membership, fo¬
cusing on college campuses. During
his stops, he asked people to use the
trial membership to keep up with his
gubernatorial campaign, said Nelson.

Political work

"Clyde's contribution to recruiting
new members was invaluable," he
said. "We are fortunate to have a

gubernatorial candidate who is out
doing political work, reaching out to
voters, and making viable proposals."

Equally as important, said Nelson,
was creating a significant change in
the party's "cultural atmosphere."

"We worked to broaden our con¬

tacts [with voters], and we became
less dogmatic and rigid," he said.

As a result of the recruiting ef¬
fort, Nelson said the Iowa LP is well
on its way to achieving party status
within the next couple of years.

"I think we are doing quite well
at this point," he said. "We grew
faster than any other state party, and
we intend to build on that success in
2002 and beyond."
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Five Reasons to Elect

Eli Israel
For Libertarian National Chair

1. Vision
Eli Israel’s vision is the “New Libertarian Part)'',” a

blueprint for the Libertarian Party as a major party all
across America by Election Day 2010. When we build the
New Libertarian Party, it will have the size, the strength,
and the effectiveness it needs to compete with the Demo¬
crats and Republicans and change the nature ofpolitics in
the United States.

To achieve this, Eli Israel is committed to working to
achieve the following first steps by Election Day 2004:
■ Double our membership nationally and in each

state.

■ Double the tools, training, and funding of the na¬
tional part>' and every state affiliate.

■ Work to ensure that the national party and affiliates at
all levels actively support all our campaigns - both
high-profile, party-building races and electable Liber¬
tarians in winnable races.

■ Promote a Libertarian Party culture of productivity,
teamwork, and action.

■ Work together with the local, state, and national par¬
ties to double the number of elected Libertarians.

“Iagree wholeheartedly with Elias Israel’s vision... ”
- Helmut Forren, Chairman, LP ofGeorgia

2. Performance
In the time that Eli Israel has served as Executive Direc¬

tor and then Chair of the Libertarian Party of Massachu¬
setts, the Massachusetts Libertarians have experienced
tremendous growth:

■ Paid membership increased 158% to over 895
■ Number of registered Libertarians increased over

601% to over 18,447
■ Number of Libertarian officeholders increased

over 1.000% to more than 30
■ Annual budget of the Massachusetts party in¬

creased over 1.600% to more than $ 100,000

“Eli has done an excellent job ofhelping to increase
Libertarian voter registration in Massachusetts... ”

- Dr. Scott IJebcrman, LNC Rep, California

“...Elias Israel has done morefor the state party... than
anyone who has ever been Chairman, and I've known
ALL ofthem! ”

- Walter Ziobro, Treasurer, Massachusetts LP

3. Energy
Eli Israel is a farsighted, energetic Libertarian leader.

He promotes the growth of the Libertarian Party by in¬
spiring activists to outperform their own expectations in
meaningful, exciting work.

“Even after over 20 years in the Libertarian Party, I
find myselfenergized by the quality> ofleadership Elias
Israel will bring to the Libertarian Party. ”

- Joe Hauptmann, Former State Chair, LP of Indiana

4. Professionalism
Eli Israel is the founder and president ofProManage, a

management consulting practice for the software indus¬
try. In acquiring his 16 years of business experience, he
has managed teams ofengineers and multimillion-dollar
budgets as a Manager for Sun Microsystems and as Di¬
rector ofEngineering for CableSoft.
“Eli has the drive, business sense andprinciples that

the Libertarian Party needs as we preparefor the next
presidential cycle... ”

- ChuckWilliams, Chair, South Carolina LP

5. Experience
Eli Israel has served as Chair of the Libertarian Party

ofMassachusetts for 3 years and, before that, as Execu¬
tive Director for 2 years. During his 1998 campaign for
Lieutenant Governor ofMassachusetts, he participated in
a televised debate with his Democratic and Republican
opponents.

In the last 5 years, he’s raised over SI 88,000 for the
Libertarian Part)' and Libertarian candidates. He’s a
Member-At-Large of the Libertarian National Commit¬
tee, as well as a member of the national LP's Executive
Committee.

For 5 years Mr. Israel has worked as an activist at all
levels of the Libertarian Party. Convention organizing.
Membership growth. Candidate recruitment, training,
and support. Coalition building. Petitioning. Grassroots
local committee organizing.
“Elias Israel is my pickfor Libertarian Part}’ Chair in

2002. He has been extraordinarily effective in Massa¬
chusetts, and he s also one ofthe most positiveforces on
the LNC this term... ”

- Dan Fylstra, Former LP Vice Chair

Want to Find Out More?
Want to Get Involved?
Get Eli Israel’s free online campaign newsletter, the

“New Libertarian News,’’ by sending email to
info@eliasisraeI.org or by visiting our website at
wvvw.eliasisrael.org.
Want to become a delegate to the Libertarian National

Convention? Want to support Eli Israel? To find out how,
visit us at www.eliasisrael.org.
Want to volunteer or donate money to make this

possible? You can do this directly at our website,
www.eliasisrael.org. or fill out the coupon below and
mail it in today.

r — — — — — —— — —— — —— —■ — -
■ E12K20402

! Yes! I want to
! get involved!
■ □ I want to receive Eli Israel's online newsletter, the "New Libertarian News."
I □ I will cast my first-ballot vote for Eli Israel at the Libertarian national convention.
Ini would like to volunteer to help the campaign.
| □ I will make a contribution to help get the message out about this exciting campaign.

Here is my check for □ $25 □ $50 □ $100 □ Other
Please make checks out to "Friends of Eli Israel"

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

EMAIL PHONE
Mail to: Friends of Eli Israel ♦ 101 Middlesex Turnpike, Suite 6, PMB 313 ♦ Burlington. MA 01803-4914

I —— J

Eli Israel
For Libertarian National Chair

Check out the blueprint for the
New Libertarian Party online:

www.eliasisrael.org

Get email updates:
info@eliasisrael.org
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How to be a better LP candidate
14 Put a real

stamp on
your direct mail
pieces. Studies
have shown that

people are more
likely to open an
envelope with a

stamp on it than
a pre-printed indi¬
cia. (Sal Gazzetta)

^ Spend the
money to

have an excel¬

lent, professional
campaign photo¬
graph taken. Re¬
search shows that
the appearance of
a candidate can

move approval rat¬
ings up or down
by five percentage
points — enough
to swing a close
election. (San Fran¬
cisco Examiner)

41 tips:
Continued from Page 1
old-fashioned preacher; the political
wisdom of a philosopher; and the win-
at-any-cost ethics of, well, a typical
politician.

Relax. No one runs a perfect cam¬
paign. And no one is a perfect candi¬
date.

In fact, most Libertarian candi¬
dates set far more modest goals: They
strive to reach as many voters as pos¬
sible, as effectively as possible, on a
limited budget.

To help them achieve those goals,
here is a collection of 41 of the best

campaign tips — some obvious, some
surprising — that will help any Lib¬
ertarian campaign.

And, best of all, you don't need
to be Atilla the Candidate to apply
them. You just need to be a Libertar¬
ian candidate who wants to be a little
smarter, and a lot more successful.

1 Running for U.S. House or U.S.Senate? Buy a copy of the Cato
Handbookfor Congress. It's extremely
comprehensive, and offers libertarian
solutions and policy proposals on just
about every federal issue. Cost:
$18.95. Order it at: www.cato.org.
(Jonathan Richter)

2 Before you announce your cam¬paign, be prepared to answer
the question: "Why are you run¬
ning?" You should have a one-sen¬
tence, 30-second, 2-minute, and 10-

minute version of this answer. And
make sure your answer is relevant to
the voters in your district, not just
to you. (LP Political Director Ron
Crickenberger, Libertarian Political
Action)

3 Meeting voters? Don't standwith your hands in your pock¬
ets. It's a clear signal that you're be¬
ing closed and defensive. And don't
stand with your arms crossed. Crossed
arms send unfriendly vibes. (Genn
Berlin, Campaigns & Elections)

Low-cost campaigning: Testify
before your city council, county

commissioners, and school board.
These events almost always generate
media coverage, and, if you speak,
you might be quoted in a story.
(David DeLamar)

Need help in becoming a bet¬
ter speaker? Join Toastmasters

International; there are clubs in most
cities. You'll get to practice your
speeches before a live, friendly audi¬
ence, and you'll get suggestions for
improvement. For a list of Toastmas¬
ters meetings in your area, call (800)
993-7732. (Bill Bradley)

6 A rule of thumb: In a winningrace, expect to spend at least $1
per person in your district. That's per
person — not per voter. (Campaign
consultant Sal Gazzetta)

7 Need to build a media list?Most local libraries have media

guides that list phone and fax num¬
bers for reporters, editors, and pro¬

ducers. One example: Gale's Directory
of Publications & Broadcast Media,
available in most public libraries. (LP
Press Secretary George Getz)

Include voter registration in¬
formation on your campaign

website — ideally a link to your
state's online registration applica¬
tion. This is especially valuable for
Libertarians, since non-voters may
want to register and vote for you.
(Campaigns & Elections)

9Maximize the effectiveness ofcampaign volunteers: Take a

clipboard and a volunteer sign-up
sheet wherever you campaign. Give
volunteers something to do as soon
as they offer to help. Schedule 50%
more volunteers than you think you'll
need for any project. (Libertarian
campaign manager Barbara Goushaw)

Low-cost campaigning: Send
a personal letter to everyone

you know in your district, asking
them to vote for you. (The Finish Line)

^4 Make your campaign web-
I site address (URL) simple,

obvious, and logical. Most people
will "guess" a site address before go¬
ing to a search engine. (Hockaday
Donatelli Campaign Solutions)

Do not vote in the Demo¬
cratic or Republican prima¬

ries, no matter what your reason.
In some states, this will disqualify
you from running on the Libertarian
ticket. (Texas LP gubernatorial can¬
didate Jeff Daiell)

Ten percent of the elector¬
ate decides on Election Day

who to vote for. You want them to

swing your way — so be at the polls
with a friendly smile, a handout that
emphasizes your name, and a request
for their vote. (Ron Crickenberger,
Libertarian Political Action)

In addition to the standard

"portrait" photo, get a
"Picture That Says Everything"
shot. This is a photo that projects
your image — honesty, warmth, sin¬
cerity, intelligence, energy, compas¬
sion, wisdom, or whatever. For ex¬

ample, a candidate running on a plat¬
form of education reform might get a
shot of him reading to children. (Ron
Faucheux, Campaigns & Elections)

Before running for office
for the first time, volunteer

to work for a well-organized cam¬
paign for another candidate (even
one of another party). The experience
will be invaluable when you launch
your own campaign. (Ron Cricken¬
berger, Libertarian Political Action)

Show up early. If you're in¬
vited to attend a function, try

to be the first one there. It shows you
care about the group, and gives you
a chance to go one-on-one with at¬
tendees. (Jeff Daiell)

Keep your press releases
short. Reporters and editors

are notoriously busy. Most press re¬
leases should be kept to one page. If
journalists want more information,
they'll ask. (John Hewitt, Campaigns
& Elections)

If you're doing door-to-
door campaigning, make a

schedule and then stick to it. In
the evening, after dinner and until
eight o'clock or so is good — but
never after nine. Saturday and Sun¬
day afternoons are good, too, espe¬
cially in the spring — people can of¬
ten be found working in their yards.
Don't let bad weather keep you un¬
people will be impressed if you are
out in the rain. (Chip Taylor)

If you are a candidate, fo¬
cus on only two things:

Raising money and effectively com¬

municating your message to the vot¬
ers. Everything else should be
handled by staff or volunteers.
(Kamioner 8r Associates)

Raise 20% of your total
campaign funds up front

as seed money. If you can't get 20%
of that money as seed money up
front, you shouldn't be running to
win. (Sal Gazzetta)

When you send your cam¬
paign announcement press

release, be sure to include sound¬
bite quotes. "I am running because
..." Or: "I expect to win because..."
These statements should be no more

than 20 or 30 words. (Tom Bailey)

Customize a generic cam¬
paign brochure with stick¬

ers. A low-cost way to target bro¬
chures for specific audiences is by
printing stickers that have specific
messages for specific groups. (Trends
in Association Education Magazine)

Holding a news confer¬
ence? Send out a release

alerting the press. And do it more
than once. Consider sending an an¬
nouncement seven days out, three
days out, and the day before — and
follow-up with a phone call reminder
on the day of the news conference.
(Campaigns & Elections)

Raise money immediately.
Waiting is a mistake. Make

a list of folks you could approach for
a sizable contribution. Start with
friends, family, business associates —
and ask for as much as they're ca¬
pable of giving. And ask for a check,
not a pledge. You don't want to be
chasing people for checks they would
have given you in the first place if
only you'd asked. (Campaign consult¬
ant Joe Gaylord)

Look presentable. If every¬
one in your community

looks like a penguin, don't run as an
See 41 TIPS Page 25

Fd
Thompson

A/brWisconsin

GOVERNOR

Ed is a Libertarian candidate with a rapidly growing
grassroots organization, fantastic name recognition, the
experience ofhaving won election as Mayor, betterpolling
numbers than Jesse Ventura had in Minnesota this early, and
great media coverage giving him the chance to get our smaller
government message out—ifnot win the election.

Please support this high profile effort for liberty!

To contribute, send your check or money order to:
Friends for Ed Thompson
P.0. Box 1509
Tomah, Wl 54660-1509

Or visit our web site at:

www.EdThompson.com
• Corporate contributions are not allowed under Wisconsin law.
• Wisconsin allows each individual to contribute up to $10,000.
• State law requires that we ask your occupation and employer.

Paid for by Friends for Ed Thompson, Verna Mashin, Treasurer.
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Alaska Libertarians Drive Taxi
Regulators to Distraction

Libertariansfightmedallion cartel
with blood, sweat, and elbow grease

You might think that city regulations
governing the driving persons from point
A to point B would be simple, short and
straightforward. Wrong! Statist planners
and vested interests have colluded over

the span of twenty years to develop
plethora of regulations that amount to
60+ pages. The worst part of the
regulations is the system of limited entry
into the taxicab market. Medallions are

bought and sold for $125,000. The
number of medallions hasn't changed
since 1984. All because the city
government forbids any new medallions
from being issued lest they depress the
amount medallions are sold for.

Enter the Libertarians:

Local Libertarians have thrown the OPEC-
like medallion holders and the city
regulators for a loop. They have chipped
in their own money and started a public
initiative to allow open entry into the taxi
business. The medallion cartel is crapping
its pants and the regulators are busy
doing damage control since their rock has
been turned over.

The downside is that the campaign is far
from over. Medallion-holders have
literally millions of dollars that they are
willing to spend in order to defend their
racket. Meanwhile Alaska libertarians
have only blood, sweat, tears and elbow
grease with which to fight the good fight.

In order to contradict the medallion-
holder lies we need other freemen's help.
All over the U.S. taxi deregulation is
slowly but surely advancing. In
Anchorage there is a unique opportunity
to deal regulators nationwide a body

blow. Please consider helping advance the
cause and contribute your filthy lucre.
Contributors will receive weekly email
updates on how the battle proceeds and get
a big wet sloppy kiss when the effort finally
succeeds.

UAA student Ryan Kennedy, treasurer of a
ballot initiative on boosting city taxi permits,
said he turned in about 10,400 signatures
Tuesday. (Photo by Bill Roth / Anchorage Daily
News) www. taxireform.com

Where do I send my contribution?
To increase Libertarian voter registrations or to
help elect Libertarians, send check or money
order payable to: Alaska Libertarian Party, PMB
373, 205 E. Dimond Blvd., Anch., AK 99515

To advance free market reforms in the taxi

industry use the form provided below.

Why donate to Alaska Libertarians?
• First state to elect Libertarians. In the
80’s when other states could not even put
Libertarian candidates on the ballot,
Alaska elected three Libertarians to the
state legislature and another Libertarian
as the mayor ofKenai
• First and only state to elect state repre¬
sentatives as Libertarians without cross¬
endorsements from other parties
• Highest vote percentage in party history
for Governor (1982 Alaska Libertarian
candidate for Governor received 14.9%)
• First and only state in LP history to have
over 1% of the voters registered as Liber¬
tarians. We currently have 1.57% regis¬
tered as Libertarians. Registered Libertar¬
ian voters increased from 50 to 7000 in a

year and a half while we put legalization
on the 2000 ballot

• Alaska has more voters registered as
undeclared or non-partisan than Republi¬
can or Democrat combined. 50.5% are

undeclared/non-partisan; 25% Republi¬
can; 16% Democrat.A whopping 59% are
registered as something other than a Re¬
publican or a Democrat
• A victory in Alaska can be had for tens
of thousandsofdollars instead of themany
hundreds of thousands itwill take in other
states

Anchorage Citizens for Taxi
Reform

PMB 373, 205 E. IMmond Blvd.. Anch., AK 00015

www. taxireform. com

$1,000
$100

$500
$75

$250
$50

$150
Other

Paid for by Anchorage Citizens for Taxi Reform, Ryan Kennedy, Chairman

Name Credit Card # (Mastercard or Visa,only)

Address Signature Expiration Date

City State Zip Occupation Employer

Phone Email
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Party runs Drug War 'parody' advertisements
Continued from Page 1
gal drugs support terrorism.

One ONDCP ad showed a

closeup of a young woman's
face, and said: "Last week, I
washed my car, hung out
with a few friends, and
helped murder a family in
Colombia." The bottom of
the ONDCP ad stated: "Drug
money helps support terror.
Buy drugs and you could be
supporting it too."

The problem with the ONDCP ads,
said Crickenberger, is that the War on
Drugs causes the very problem those
ads complain about.

"The War on Drugs turns ordinary,
cheap plants like marijuana and pop¬
pies into fantastically lucrative ille¬
gal products that enrich terrorists,"
he said. "Without the War on Drugs,
the finandal engine that fuels many
terrorist organizations would sputter
to a halt."

The Libertarian ads were part of
the party's new Drug War Strategy,
which will work to highlight many
of the sodal, economic, and dvil lib¬
erties problems caused by drug pro¬
hibition.

"We want voters to know that
federal drug policy is making America
less safe," said Crickenberger. "Our
Drug War Strategy will use several dif¬
ferent messages — including provoca¬
tive ads — to get that message out."

O'Reilly Factor
The ads generated considerable

attention from the media — includ¬

ing an invitation for Crickenberger to
appear on the Fox News Channel's
O'Reilly Factor, one of the highest-
rated cable TV programs.

In a contentious interview on

March 7, O'Reilly agreed with
Crickenberger's claim that the War on
Drugs funds terrorism.

"I can't argue with that," said the
conservative talk show host. "That's
correct. If you didn't have any profit
in the drug trade, the terrorists
couldn't use that to fund terrorism."

However, O'Reilly said decriminal¬
izing drugs would cause social prob¬
lems, and asserted that the Libertar¬
ian Party says that "using narcotics

■ LP Political Director Ron

Crickenberger (r) appears on the
popular O'Reilly Factor on the Fox
News Channel on March 7.

or being intoxicated helps society."
Crickenberger's attempts to rebut

those allegations were frequently
drowned out by O'Reilly, who talked
over him, interrupted, and exclaimed
that the drug war is "phony."

"O'Reilly is a tough guy to go up
against," said Crickenberger. "But
while I feel I got beat up a little, I
feel I landed a few blows. Most im¬

portantly, he agreed with us on the
drugs-and-terrorism link, which is the
main point we wanted to get across."

In addition to the TV appearance,
the ads were the top story on
WorldNetDaily.com; were featured on
National Review Online (which wrote:
"It's hard to deny that this is an ef¬
fective ad."); and were written about
on CNSNews.com, a leading conser¬
vative website.

The ads were a major topic of dis¬
cussion on Neal Boortz's syndicated
radio show and the Dean Edell radio

program. Both shows reach about 1
million people a day.

They also generated interviews for
LP spokespeople on 157 radio stations
— including the syndicated Blanquita
Cullum show (on 105 stations), and
were mentioned on AlterNet.org, Poli-
TechBot.com, and Free-Market.net.

The ads sparked an unexpected
response from a spokesman at the
Office of National Drug Control Policy,
who said the ads were "adolescent and

silly" and confusing — but also said
they were "great." [See sidebar.]

"It was a weird, almost surreal,
response from the Drug Czar's office,"

SUBSCRIBERS
Biggest Libertarian

Campaign Email Newsletter
FREE! Articles, News & Updates

Michael Cloud for U.S. Senate Campaign
Carla Howell for Governor Campaign

End the Income Tax Ballot Initiative News
SUBSCRIBE NOW:subscribe@SmallGovernmentAct.org

THE DRUG CZAR'S OFFICE RESPONDS

When the Libertarian Party's anti-Drug War ads appeared inprint, several journalists called the Office of National Drug
Control Policy in Washington, DC for a reaction quote.

In at least two cases — Jon Dougherty from WorldNetDaily.com and
producer Rhyan Jones from the syndicated Blanquita Cullum show — the
Drug Czar's spokesman, Tom Riley, never returned the phone calls.

But one radio station did get through. Mary Starrett, a host at KPDQ
radio in Portland, Oregon, called Riley — and got a return call.
It quickly became clear why Riley responded: Drug Czar John Walters

is touring Portland in March, and Riley assumed it was an interview
request for that visit.

When Starrett asked Riley about the Libertarian ad, he proceeded to
give three strikingly different reactions in the space of just a few minutes:

1) Yes, they saw the ads, but they didn't understand them. "Actually, I
was confused by the ads," said Riley. "I mean, we don't have $40 million
to give to the Taliban. I guess you could say I didn't get it."

2) The ad was "adolescent and silly," he said.
3) The ad was "great" because it's "cultivating a debate on the drug

war," he said. "People are now talking about the drug war."
Starrett asked Riley if he had received any other calls about the ad.
"You're the only person who called," said Riley.
Starrett was dubious. 'The only person?" she asked.
Riley: "Yes. You're the only one."
"Oh come on, Tom," pressed Starrett. "Do you swear?"
Riley: "Yes, I swear!"
Riley then got off the phone as quickly as he could, said Starrett.
George Getz, LP press secretary, who was interviewed by Starrett

later, said: "So there you have the Drug Czar's office's response: Stone¬
wall, grope for a response, blatantly lie, and then get off the phone."

said Crickenberger. "According to this
government bureaucrat, our ad was
confusing, adolescent, and great!"

The ads also inspired an excellent
response from the drug reform com¬

munity, said Crickenberger.
Steve Dillon, Chairman of the

Board of Directors of NORML, wrote:

"What an excellent ad! This is the best

response yet to the government's
Super Bowl ads linking use of drugs
to promoting terrorism. Thanks for
your great work."

The party also earned compli¬
ments from the Drug Reform Coordi¬
nation Network, the UK Cannabis

Internet Activists, Indiana NORML,
Students for a Sensible Drug Policy,
and CannabisNews.com.

"We've gotten a better response
from the drug reform movement, our
members, and the general public for
this project — by an order of magni¬
tude — than from anything we've
ever done before," said Crickenberger.

In addition, the ads apparently
inspired an additional 25,000 people
to visit www.LP.org by the day after
the ads ran. Of those visitors, at least
800 to 1,000 new people signed up
for the LP.announce e-mail list.

The two ads cost the Libertarian

Party just over $72,000 to run.
The party raised most of the

money from its e-mail list of LP sup¬
porters in five days, said Cricken¬
berger — however, about one-quarter
of the money came from non-LP sources.

Very excited
"A number of drug reform groups

are very excited about what we're
doing," he said. "Groups like the Drug
Reform Coordination Network for¬
warded our messages to their own e-
mail lists, and a large number of non-
party members made generous con¬
tributions. Their help made these ads
possible."

The Libertarian Party ads ran in
two newspapers, said Crickenberger,
but the party may expand it to other
newspapers in the future.

"Based on the response we get
from these first two ads, well cer¬

tainly consider the possibility of ex¬
panding this campaign," he said.

"The ONDCP ads have run in 293

newspapers around the country.
Wouldn't it be poetic justice to have
the face of John Walters, the terror¬
ists' best friend, staring out of every
one of those same newspapers?"

dfcJ j|^l sa
THEY’VE STOLEN

OUR GOLD!
#1

WHO HAS? Your own government. Along with the Federal
Reserve, major international banks and brokerage houses.

DID YOU KNOW that there has been no audit of the gold at Fort
Knox since 1955? That the Secy of the Treasuiy WILL NOT CONFIRM
that the gold any longer exists? That the Fed, along with major
government officials in the Clinton era and since, have worked to
deliberately HOLD DOWN THE PRICE OF GOLD? To hide the
staggering inflation underway? And help major international
organizations MAKE TRILLIONS OF DOLLARS at the expense of the
US andworld populations? And to print more valueless fiat currency?

There is already one MAJOR LAWSUIT in the courts. C-SPAN
broke the stoiy. The major media refuses to cover it. Hiding something?

In this series of ads, we’ll be telling you WHO, HOW AND
WHY...and what you can do about it. And how to profit from it.

EDUCATE YOURSELF! Visit the Gold Anti Trust Action website

[www.GATA.org/LP] and get on their mailing list. Then go to the site
keeping you informed about the daily changes in this war for true
freedom and honest money. Go to [www.lemetropolecafe.com/LP] and
sign up for a FREE 2 WEEK TRIAL. You'll be stunned. Learn the facts!

In our next ad, we'll tell you SPECIFICALLY who is doing this.
Stay tuned.
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m ILANA
FREEDMAN

U.S. Congress 2002

Marty Meehan
in hiswar chest
about campaign

has over $2.3 million
t... and he's talking

ILANA FREEDMAN is running for US Congress against the man
who co-sponsored the Shays-Meehan bill, that so-called "campaign
finance reform" bill that redistributes soft money and trashes the
First Amendment.

Meehan is a big government, bring-back-the-bacon Democrat who
ran on a term limits pledge in 1992, but broke that pledge in 2000
when he discovered tht he liked the power that many terms in office
bring. Now, in 2002, he's breaking that pledge again!
He claims to be a champion of "campaign finance reform" but in a
fundraising letter dated Sepotember 7,2001, he privately boasted to
his contributors, ’Thankfully, the financial support I have received
from you in the past has helped keep challengers at bay"
His constituents have had enough of this arrogance and they are
ready for change. So are we!

ILANA FREEDMAN is putting the
issues back in the campaign and
taking the big bucks out! Talk
about campaign finance reform,
this is the real thing!
ILANA FREEDMAN is already working on a race that will go to the
best candidate, not to the richest. In the first two months of the
campaign, she has been fully and fairly reported by the local press
in seven feature articles which appeared in the Boston Globe, the
Lowell Sun, the Lawrence Eagle Tribune, the Woburn Daily Times,
and the Billerica Minuteman (read them atwww.ilana.org). She has
also appeared on three full-hour talk shows in the Boston area.
ILANA FREEDMAN is talking and people are listening!

Now ILANA FREEDMAN is working to raise just the money she
needs to win this race, and since announcing in mid-January, she
has already topped six figures. But she can't stop there!
Your contribution today will help send the first Libertarian to
Congress in 2002! Give generously! Give now!

ILANA FREEDMAN IS MAKING FREEDOM WORK

YES! I want to help send the first Libertarian to Congress!
$ 25 $ 50 $ 75 $100

$250 $500 $1,000 Other $

LJ Bill my credit card $ per month for months. BESTBET!

[ ] Check G VISA [ ] MasterCard Card#_

Signature

Exp

Date

Name e-mail

Address City. State ZIP

wwvyLilana.org
1-800-255-7898

Federal law requires us to use ourbest efforts to collect and report the name, mailing address,
occupation, and name ofemployerofindividuals whose contributions exceed$200 in a calendaryear.

Occupation: Employer:^

Paid for by the Freedman Committee 2002 i Send your contribution to: Freedman Committee 2002, 6 Biagiotti Way, North Billerica, MA 01862-2200
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Verbal virtuosos will
share secrets at '02
National Convention
Continued from Page 4

Under her leadership, the Advo¬
cates, a non-profit educational orga¬
nization that teaches libertarians how
to be more effective communicators,
was named the "most effective" lib¬
ertarian organization by readers of LP
News in 1999.

■ Dr. Mary Ruwart: There is per¬
haps no one in the libertarian move¬
ment better known for their efforts
to reach out to "non-traditional" con¬
stituencies than Dr. Mary Ruwart.

In her book, Healing Our World:
The Other Piece of the Puzzle (1992,
SunStar Press), she makes an explicit
pitch to "liberals, Christians, New
Agers, and pragmatists" to become
libertarians, arguing that it would be
a "win/win" situation for anyone who
values peace, harmony, and tolerance.

In addition, she is the author of
ShortAnswers to the Tough Questions:
Sound Bites for
the Libertarian
Candidate —

which was

named after her
Internet column
of the same

name — which
she writes for the Advocates for Self-
Government.

A candidate for the LFs presiden¬
tial nomination in 1984 and V.P.
nomination in 1992, Ruwart last ran
for office in 2000 as the LP candi¬
date for U.S. Senate in Texas.
■ Michael Cloud: A self-described

"Libertarian Samurai," Cloud is one

of the Libertarian Party's most popu¬
lar speakers on the subject of effec¬
tive communications.

Perhaps best known as the cre¬
ator of the "Art of Political Persua¬
sion" audio tape series for the Advo¬
cates for Self-Government, he has also
lectured on the topics of "The Late,
Great Libertarian Macho Flash," "No
Excuses Libertarianism," and "Up

from Lip-Sync Libertarianism."
Cloud has raised over $7 million

for LP candidates and organizations
over the past 11 years, and was the
winner of the 2000 "Thomas Paine
Award" for excellence in libertarian
communication from the LP.
■ David Bergland has been de¬

scribed as a "Libertarian triple threat"
— author, candidate, and activist.

He is perhaps best known as the
party's 1984 presidential candidate,
when he appeared on the ballot in
39 states and won 228,000 votes.
Before that, he was the LFs vice presi-
dential candidate (with Roger
MacBride in 1976) and a candidate
for U.S. Senate in California (1980).

Bergland is also the author of the
classic work, Libertarianism in One
Lesson, which Laissez Faire Books
calls the "best brief introduction to
libertarianism available." It has sold

over 150,000
copies.

As an activ¬

ist, he has
served as LP
national chair
three times:
1998-2000,

1979-1981, and 1977-1979.

Other speakers previously con¬
firmed for the 2002 convention in¬
clude futurist/science fiction author
David Brin; Steve Dillon (Chairman,
NORML); syndicated radio host Neal
Boortz; and former Costa Rica Con¬
gressman Otto Guevara.

Delegate packages include:
■ Gold Package: The "all-access"

package that includes Convention
Hall pass, workshops, panel speakers,
business sessions, three breakfasts
with speakers, the Gala Banquet with
speaker, and two lunches with speak¬
ers. Cost: $339. (After April 15: $379.)
■ Silver Package. Does not include

two luncheons. Cost: $249. (After

#1
Libertarian Campaign
Newsletter in America

14,136 Subscribers
FREE Subscription!

News, Updates & Opinions

END THE INCOME TAX IN MASSACHUSETTS
MICHAEL CLOUD FOR U.S. SENATE
CARLA HOWELL FOR GOVERNOR

SUBSCRIBE NOW: subscribe@SmallGovemmentAct.org

LP joins campaign to
fight national ID card

■ David Bergland: He's the
author of Libertarianism In One

Lesson, which has been called the
"best brief introduction to liber-
tarianism available."

April 15: $279.)
■ Bronze Package. Does not in¬

clude lunches or Gala Banquet. Cost:
$159. (After April 15: $179.)
■ Basic Package. Includes only

Convention Hall pass, workshops,
panel speakers, and business sessions.
Cost: $89. (After April 151499-)

Delegates to the 2002 National
Convention will elect national party
officers, debate changes to the party
platform, and revise party bylaws.
They will also have the opportunity
to attend various workshops, panels,
luncheons, and entertainment events.

For more information, visit:
www.LP.org/conv/2002/. To register,
call: (800) 272-1776.

Continued from Page 3
legal and illegal means — the docu¬
ments needed to get a government
ID, such as birth certificates and So¬
cial Security numbers. A national ID
would create a false sense of secu¬

rity, because it would enable indi¬
viduals with an ID — who may in
fact be terrorists — to avoid height¬
ened security measures."
■ It would be expensive. "The

costs of a national ID system have
been estimated at as much as $9 bil¬
lion. Even more troubling, a national
ID system mandated through state
agencies would burden states,
[which] may have more effective
ways to fight terrorism and
strengthen ID systems."
■ It would contribute to iden¬

tity fraud. "A national ID would be
'one-stop shopping' for perpetrators
of identity theft, who usually use So¬
cial Security numbers and birth cer¬
tificates for false IDs. Even with a

biometric identifier, such as a finger¬
print, on each ID, there is no guaran¬
tee that individuals won't be identi¬
fied — or misidentified — in error."

■ It would require more bu¬
reaucracy. "A national ID system
would depend on both the issuance
of an ID card and the integration of
huge amounts of personal informa¬
tion included in state and federal gov¬
ernment databases."
■ It would compromise privacy.

"Law enforcement, tax collectors, and

A NATIONAL ID MAY

"create a false sense

of security, because
it would enable

individuals with an ID

to avoid heightened
security measures

other government agencies would
want use of the data. Employers, land¬
lords, insurers, credit agencies, mort¬
gage brokers, direct mailers, private
investigators, civil litigants, and a
long list of other private parties
would also begin using the ID, and
even the database."

Defend liberties

Adding its voice to coalitions like
the one fighting the national ID card
is a good way for the LP to defend
civil liberties, said Dasbach.

"Thomas Jefferson said 'eternal

vigilance is the price of liberty,' " he
said. "That's why the Libertarian
Party will continue to denounce po¬
litical proposals that would compro¬
mise individual rights, and will con¬
tinue to forge alliances with groups
who agree with us on given issues."

Governing Ourselves:
How the LP is its Own Worst Enemy,
And How We Must Change

Libertarians give lip service to believing in market forces. But the LP has not
governed itself in such a way to promote maximum success in the political
marketplace.
The LP must decentralize if it is to have any

chance of success.

The centralization of the LP has resulted in

infighting, mismanagement, misplaced priorities,
dependence on others for basic needs of local
organization operations, and perhaps worst of
all, an unprepared leadership making
inappropriate policy decisions.
Visit www.lp2000.com/LMK01 for the full text
and previous additions of “Governing Ourselves:
How the LP Must Change,” or call or email me
for other delivery options.
Lois@nb.net or (814) 693-9391

Lois Kaneshiki
Chair, Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania
At-Large member, Libertarian National Committee
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The best minds in the libertarian
movement want to talk to you...
At the LP National Convention,
July 3-7,2002 • Indianapolis, IN

(From top, l-r): COLORADO SHERIFF Bill Masters, LP FOUNDER David Nolan, AUTHOR Mary Ruwart, TALK SHOW HOST Neal Boortz, NORML CHAIRMAN Steve Dillon, CITY COUNCILMAN Phil Miller, WISCONSIN GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE Ed Thompson,
ADVOCATES PRESIDENT Sharon Harris, FUTURIST David Brin, TALK SHOW HOST Reginald Jones; 1972 LP VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE Tonie Nathan, COSTA RICAN CONGRESSMAN Otto Guevara, 2000 LP PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE Harry Browne, 1984

LP PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE David Bergland, MAYOR Willy Marshall, MASSACHUSETTS U.S. SENATE CANDIDATE Michael Cloud, FORMER N.H. STATE LEGISLATOR Don Gorman, and MASSACHUSETTS GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE Carla Howell.

CONVENTION PACKAGES & HOTELH Libertarian National Convention • July 3-7,2002 • Indianapolis, IN
“All-access” package: Convention Hall pass,
workshops, panels, business sessions, 3 break¬
fastsw/ speakers, Gala Banquet (w/ Neal Boortz),

& 2 lunches w/ speakers. Cost: $339. (After April 15: $379.)
Convention Hall pass, workshops, panels, busi¬
ness sessions, 3 breakfasts w/ speakers, Gala
Banquet (w/Boortz). Cost: $249. (April 15: $279.)
Convention Hall pass, workshops, panels,
business sessions, and 3 breakfasts w/speakers.
Cost: $159. (After April 15: $179.)
Includes Convention Hall pass, workshops,
panel speakers, and business sessions. Cost:
$89. (After April 15: $99.)
Special discount room rates of only $ 109 per night
(single double) are available at the Indianapolis
Marriott. Call Marriott directly for reservations. Tell
them you are attending the 2002 Libertarian Nat¬

ional Convention to receive the special rate. Rates are available only
until June 3 — so call early! For reservations, call: (800) 228-9290.

GOLD
PACKAGE

SILVER
PACKAGE

mm
PACKAGE

BASIC
PACKAGE

DISCOUNT

HOTEL
RESERVATIONS

PLEASE SIGN ME UP FOR:

[ ] GOLD Package $339 [ ] SILVER Package $249
[ ] BRONZE Package $ 159 [ ] BASIC Package $89

LP NEWS MARCH 2002

ADDRESS

CITY State zip

PHONE 1 1 w l l H

FAX E-MAIL:

Employer Occupation

■ Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, and
occupation and name of employer for each individual whose contributions aggregate in
excess of $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible

■ Payment:
[ ] Check/money order. Or charge [ ] Visa
[ ] Mastercard [ ] Discover [ ] AmEx

Make checks payable to: “Libertarian Party"

■ Special Needs?
Please let us know if you have any special needs
or other requirements. We should know about:
□ Visual □ Mobility □ Hearing
□ Dietary □ Other:

■ To Register:
Mail to: Libertarian Party • 2600 Virginia
Ave., NW, Ste 100 • Washington, DC 20037
Or fax to: (202) 333-0072

REGISTER: 1-800-272-1776 • WWW.LP.ORG/C0NV/2002
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[politics 2002

Textbooks, campaigns, and TV quips
■ In Pennsylvania, Ken Krawchuk announced he will seek the LP nom¬
ination for governor, while Henry Haller will seek the party's nomin¬
ation for lieutenant governor. In Virginia, Ranee Edwards is running
for Blacksburg Town Council in May. In Wisconsin, Donald Carlson is
running for secretary of state, while Sandy Glodowski is a candidate
for attorney general. In Maine, Mark Cenci ran in a special election for
state senate (District 27) on March 5. In New Jersey, Jennifer Carter
and Joseph Conklin are candidates for Monmouth County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, while Robert Hull is running for county clerk.

■ Odds and ends: An op-ed bylined by past LP National Chairman
David Bergland will be reprinted in a college textbook. The essay,
originally entitled "The Skinny on the Fat Tax," was issued in February
2000. It will appear in McGraw-Hill's Developing Reading Skills (6th
Ed.), which will be used by college undergraduates. Libertarian Party
member George Stephens will have a book, Locke, Jefferson and the
Justices: Foundations and Failures, published by Algora Publishing.

■ Media news: In Maine, State Chair Mark Cenci appeared in the PBS
program Bill Moyers Now in early March. The topic: The battle over
Portland's "Single Payer" health care. In California, even Communists
agree with us on this issue: In the February 8-14 issue of the Orange
County Weekly newspaper, columnist "Commie Girl" quoted a Libertar¬
ian Party press release calling the Office of National Drug Control Policy
Super Bowl ads "super bowloney." LP Press Secretary George Getz was
quoted in a Fox News story on February 18 about the growing number
of pro-government programs on TV, such as The West Wing and The
Agency (about the CIA). In the interest of accuracy, quipped Getz, the
director of the CIA ought to be portrayed like Inspector Clouseau.

■ In Colorado, Ross Glidewell has been elected Chair of the El Paso
County LP. In Libertarian National Committee news, Mark Hinkle of
California has been appointed LNC Alternate for Region 2. In Florida,
Frank Longo has been re-elected State Chair. In Indiana, Rex Bell
was elected Chair of the Wayne County LP.

■ In California, Michael Metti is a candidate
for state assembly (District 78). In New York,
Donald Silberger, Jim Harris, and Scott
Jeffrey have announced they are seeking the
party's nomination for governor. In Tennessee,
Bruce Young is running for Shelby County
mayor. In Maine, R. Davis Hart is a candidate
for state senate (District 5), while Fred Staples
is running for state senate (District 32). In
California, Jim Studier is running for state
assembly (District 70).

■ In Colorado, U.S. Senate candidate Rick Stanley has challenged
Minnesota Governor Jesse Ventura to a three-round boxing match,
with proceeds going to their campaigns. No response from Ventura's
office yet. In Michigan, the Secretary of State has certified that the
LP will be on the 2002 ballot, after the party turned in more than
45,000 petition signatures, reported State Chair Ghazey Aleck. In
New Jersey, the state LP conducted a blood drive during its state
convention in March. In New Hampshire, the state party has opened
an office in Concord.

■ Odds and ends: In California, U.S. House (District 20) candidate
Varrin Swearingen and his campaign manager (and wife) Eli
Swearingen are producing new voters, one baby at a time. The couple
welcomed their second child on January 8. Harry Browne's weekly
radio show is now being broadcast by the Radio America Network. For
a list of stations, visit: www.HarryBrowne.org/Radio.htm. Want a
competitive quote on buttons, signs, and other political materials?
Call Yvonna Lex at Maximum Visibility Promotions at (317) 718-1844.
Or e-mail her at: maxvispromo@hotmail.com. In California, James
Thomas Bayes, an appointed member of the Diamond Bar city
council, has registered as a Libertarian.

■ In Massachusetts, Rich Aucoin will seek the party's nomination for
lieutenant governor. In Indiana, Paul Hager and Rebecca Sink-
Bums are in a contested race for the party's nomination for Secretary
of State. In New Hampshire, six candidates are planning campaigns for
state representative: Fred Strong (Coos County #1), Rhonda Keiper
(Hillsborough #15), Phil Greazzo (Hillsborough #46), Robert Kelley
(Merrimack #28), Howard Wilson (Merrimack #1), Greg Sears
(Rockingham #22), and Leonard Epstein (Rockingham #13). In
Wisconsin, Ed Thompson has appointed Paul Weir co-chairman of his
gubernatorial campaign. Weir, a junior at Wisconsin-Whitewater
College, is also president of his college Libertarian group.

■ Bruce Young:
Runs for mayor.

CAMPAIG ORT

'This is the year' for GA House
victory, hopes Chris Crawford

By Jonathan Trager
LP NEWS STAFF WRITER

When a news reporter askedChris Crawford why he
wanted to run for the Dis¬

trict 68 seat in the Georgia House,
the 29-year-old Libertarian was ready
with an answer.

He talked about ideas he believes
would improve the quality of life for
residents of his suburban Atlanta dis¬
trict, and state residents in general:
Ending the state income tax. Reign¬
ing in mass transit spending. Reform¬
ing the state education system.

The incredulous journalist then
said, "Yeah, yeah. But seriously, why
do you really want to run?"

"I think that story illustrates the
fundamental difference between the
Libertarians and the Democrats and

Republicans," said Crawford. "It's dif¬
ficult for journalists to believe that
Libertarian candidates don't have a

hidden agenda, and we really do just
want to implement our ideas."

And that's exactly what Crawford
plans to do if he is elected in Novem¬
ber 2002.

This is the year
His campaign theme, "This is the

Year," speaks to that goal. The objec¬
tive, he said, is to create an atmo¬

sphere wherein voters believe it is
possible for a third-party candidate
to win.

Consequently, Crawford has initi¬
ated a door-to-door grassroots effort,
mailed out postcards and brochures,
and plans to broadcast three local
television ads.

In addition, his campaign has
started to develop and distribute a
mountain of campaign outreach ma¬
terials, including campaign buttons,
pens, bumper stickers, business cards,
and five different types of yard signs.

In the near future, Crawford will
commission a poll to determine
whether his candidacy has a strong
base of support.

If the results are promising, it will
further reinforce his message that
"this is the year" for every Gwinnett
County citizen to vote Libertarian,
said Crawford.

"A lot of voters want to vote for a
third party, but they don't because
they believe they are just wasting
their vote," he said. "My campaign
aims to tell those voters that this is
the year to vote for that third-party
candidate, because everyone else is
going to do it as well."

Crawford has also done his politi¬
cal math, calculating he will need
about 8,500 votes to win the elec¬
tion. In Congressional election
years, there is a typical turnout of

■ Chris Crawford: "I plan on

being the first Libertarian leg¬
islator in Georgia. This is the
year. And this is the campaign."

16,000 voters in the district.
After Crawford gathers the neces¬

sary 1,400 registered voter signatures
in his district by July 29, he needs
only to pay a $400 filing fee to have
his name placed on the ballot.

It didn't take him long to realize
how challenging the signature gath¬
ering process could be, said Crawford.

"After the first weekend [of sig¬
nature gathering] I started sweating,"
he said. "At this point, however, I
expect to be finished about a month
before the deadline."

State income tax
Crawford's main campaign issue:

Eliminating the state income tax, a
measure he said already has some
bipartisan support.

"I'm not saying [a bill to abolish
the state income tax] would pass, but
I already know legislators on both
sides of the aisle who openly support

the idea," he said. "If I'm in the leg¬
islature leading the charge, at the
very least, it would create a great
press opportunity for the Libertarian
Party."

Other issues Crawford will tackle
include privatizing the Atlanta mass
transit system, and enacting educa¬
tion reform that would allow parents
to move their children — and their

money— from one school to another
if they so chose.

At present, only one Republican
and no Democrats have announced
their intention to run for the seat.

There is also no incumbent, a fact that
works to Crawford's advantage.

Make no mistake about it, said
Crawford — he is in this race to win.

No prize for second
"Putting in a good showing is not

on my agenda," he said. "In this
country there is no prize for second
place in politics. When I'm asked what
percent I'd be happy with, I answer:
Toint-five percent higher than any¬
one else running.'

"I plan on being the first Liber¬
tarian legislator in Georgia. This is
the year. And this is the campaign."

A professional events manager and
technical director, Crawford was a

Congressional district coordinator for
the 2000 Harry Browne presidential
campaign. He has also served as Trea¬
surer of the Gwinnett County LP, and
was Chair of the county LP in 2001.

Crawford is also involved with sev¬

eral charitable organizations, includ¬
ing the Nature Conservancy, the Ar¬
bor Day Society, Troup Reads, and the
Georgia Academic Decathlon.

For more information, visit:
www.chris2002.org. Or call: (770)
923-0902. Or mail: Chris Crawford,
3361 Poplar Drive, Lawrenceville GA
30044. Checks should be made out to
"The Committee for Change."

PROTECT
AMERICA

End Imperialist War on Terrorism

Depose LNC “Hawks”
CAROL MOORE FOR SECRETARY

Libertarian National Committee 2002

CAROLMOORE.NET
Box 65518 Washington, DC 20035 202-635-3739

contribute for a principled, accountable LNC
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Sophocleus in televised debate CORRECTIONS
Continued from Page 4

Currently, the Alabama govern¬
ment spends about $7.7 billion of the
state's $16 billion budget on educa¬
tion. Moreover, per-pupil spending
has increased by more than $1,000
over the last five years — with no
significant change in standardized
test scores.

Sparked coverage
The Tax Me More fund, which is

registered as a non-profit PAC, sparked
news coverage from the Associated
Press and Alabama Public Radio.

In other campaign news, Soph¬
ocleus has also been scheduled to

Abu-Ghazalah wins
Latino endorsement
Continued from Page 3
as an immigrant to the United States
with the Mexican-American experi¬
ence.

"I told a very personal story about
reading the Declaration of Indepen¬
dence while growing up in Saudi
Arabia, and how fortunate I felt to
be able to come here," he said. "I
talked about a documentary I saw in
which two Mexican boys were trying
to swim across the Rio Grande and
one of them ended up drowning.

"I said that I felt I was no differ¬
ent than the guy who died. I just
happened to be lucky enough to have
a student visa."

Meanwhile, noted Abu-Ghazalah,
Congressman Lantos has urged the
government to reduce the number of
immigrant visas.
"If Lantos had his way, I wouldn't

be here today," he said. "What's ironic
is that Lantos [a native of Budapest,
Hungary] himself came to America on
a student visa."

"We endorsed you!"
A few hours after the meeting,

Abu-Ghazalah got a call from a MAPA
representative, who told him: "Guess
what? We endorsed you over Lantos!"

"It almost sounded as if they sur-
prised themselves," said Abu-
Ghazalah. "I'm sure Lantos is taking
the Latino vote for granted. He has
now been put on notice."

In the race, Abu-Ghazalah, a small
business owner, will also face Repub¬
lican Michael Maloney.

California U.S. House District 12
stretches from South San Francisco
to San Mateo, and from Daly City,
Pacifica, and Moss Beach to Brisbane.

For more information about the
Abu-Ghazalah for Congress campaign,
e-mail: mghaz@aol.com. Or visit:
www.maad4congress.org. Or write:
P.O. Box 1219, Pacifica, CA 94044.

When do Human Beings
Begin? "Scientific" Myths

and Scientific Facts
Read it on http://www.L4L.org

or send $3.00 to Libertarians for Life
13424 Hathaway Drive #18’

Wheaton, MD 20906 - (301) 460-4141
libertarian@erols.com

speak at two additional televised can¬
didate debates: An Associated Press
forum on April 6, and a Parent-Teach¬
ers Association forum on April 27.

In his campaign, Sophocleus is fo¬
cusing on cutting the state budget,
creating a uniform tax system, en¬
couraging private education alterna¬
tives, cracking down on private prop¬
erty seizures, repealing victimless
crime laws, and opening up elections
to third-party candidates.

An economics professor at Auburn

University, Sophocleus has also
taught at Clemson University and
Southern Union State Community
College, and worked for the Ford Mo¬
tor Company for almost 10 years.

He has run for office as a Liber¬
tarian twice before, in 1998 for State
House, and in 2000 for U.S. House.

For more information, visit:
www.votesoph.org. Or e-mail:
VoteSoph@yahoo.com. Or write:
Committee to Elect John Sophocleus,
PO Box 1863, Auburn, AL 36831.

■ In an Affiliate News item in the March issue of LP News, Greg
Dirasian was mistakenly identified as Andy LeCureaux's campaign
manager for city council in Hazel Park, Michigan. In fact, the
campaign manager was Dave Collver.
■ In the March issue, in the article, "The National Convention: An
unforgettable experience," Lynn Atherton-Bloxham was mis-identified
as the vice chair of the Oklahoma LP. In fact, she is the outreach
chair; Christopher Powell is the vice chair.
■ In the February issue, the Free Congress Foundation was described
as spearheading an effort to "denounce John Walters' nomination" as
Drug Czar. In fact, the organization merely "raised questions" about
Walters' positions on privacy and civil liberties.

Want to cause some heartburn
for the statists in DC ?

Spear Lancaster’s campaign for
Maryland governor will have

them reaching for their antacids.1

*
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Spear is well on his way to be the first third
party gubernatorial candidate in Maryland
since 1966. That will shake them up!!

Marylanders will have the libertarian message
delivered by a charismatic speaker, and one
of the major ad marketing areas in the state is
the DC metro area.

Print, radio, and TV messages will be heard
by political insiders, Hill staffers, and the
national media as well as Maryland voters.

This is an opportunity to make a foothold in
one of the biggest Democratic strongholds in
America. Our chief Democratic opponent, Lt.
Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend,
already has a whopping $4.4 million banked
in her warchest!

We want to send the message that there is a
valid alternative to the “one size fits all”

politics of the ‘Demopublicans’ and the
‘Republicrats’.

Our campaign plans to:

♦ create and distribute informative press
kits

♦ place together hard-hitting campaign
literature

♦ set up an effective news release system
♦ create a comprehensive media campaign

via radio, newspaper, and roadside
advertising

By doing all of the above we will show the
citizens of Maryland, as well as the whole
Mid-Atlantic region, that the libertarian
movement is the new driving force in
American politics.

With the current political situation in our
state, anything could happen - perhaps
even a Minnesota-style upset???

Your generous contribution will help us take
advantage of this historic opportunity and will
help us make the difference!

4S Spear LANCASTER
Libertarian for Maryland Governor in 2002

Visit our Website: www.spear2002.org
Authorized and paid for by Friends of Spear Lancaster

Steven Boone. Chairman

□ $4,000
□ $1,000
□ $ 500

□ $ 100

□ $50

□ Other:

□ $ 2,000
□ $750
□ $250
□ $75

□ $ 25

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Credit Card donations can be made on our website.

Donate to: Friends of Spear Lancaster • P.O. Box 42312 • Towson, Maryland 21284 • Please Note: Maryland law limits individual contributions to the
campaign to $4,000 and prohibits cash or money order contributions over $100. Maryland law requires that we record the name and address of each
contributor donating to the campaign. LP0402
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New Political Party
You've Been Look¬

ing For? Brochure,
2-color (violet &
black). Introductory
brochure; gives a
general, friendly
overview of Liber¬
tarian Party political
ideas and policies.
★ Sample: 50<t

Or $7 for 100

LP Literature & Books
■ Why Government Doesn't Work by Harry
Browne. The 1996 Presidential campaign manifesto:
Explains why government doesn't work, and why it
will never work as well as voluntary solutions. Out¬
lines a Libertarian plan for victory. Hardbound, 245
pages. Cost: $11.95
■ Libertarianism In One Lesson by David Berg-
land. Expanded 8th edition. The classic introductory
work. Outlines Libertarian positions on all major po¬
litical issues and contrasts them to liberals and
conservatives. A must-read. Softbound, 158 pages.
Cost: $10 each; or 5 for $35.

■ Which Political Party is 100% Pro-Gun Rights?
Full-page flyer. 2-color (red & blue). Hard-hitting de¬
fense of the Second Amendment, designed espe¬
cially for the gun community. Explains why the LP will
never betray gun owners — unlike the Republican
Party, which constantly sells them out. Cost: Sample:
50<t or $7 for 100

■ America's Libertarian Heritage by David Berg-
land. 16-page booklet. Concise overview of Libertar¬
ian philosophy and solutions in an easy-to-read ques-
tion-and-answer format. Cost: $1 each

■ Million Dollar Bills: Green Ink. A faux $ 1,000,000
bill that highlights excessive federal spending — and
points out that the federal government spends more
than $1 million every five seconds. Perfect for Tax
Day, taxpayer groups, and almost any other outreach
project! Cost: Sample: 50<t or $5 for 100

lliivp «i Million-Dolhir
Tax hav OufroaHi!

Want to add some fun and success to your Tax Day rally? Wantto generate more prospects? Want to make your rally more
enjoyable? Our "$1 Million Bills" will do the trick! Printed in green ink,
the front side looks like a Federal Reserve $1,000,000 note. The reverse

explains that the federal government spends $1 million every five seconds
— and only the LP is trying to change that. There's a reply coupon, our
phone number, and our website. It's the ideal Tax Day outreach tool! The
$1 Million Bills are available for immediate shipment. Cost: $5 per 100.

__ SUPPORT-

Equal
Rights
AMC RICA %(jU| J"|
Owners

■ Equal Rigl
for America's Gun

Owners. Brochure,
2-color (orange &
black). Explains and
defends the Libertar¬
ian Party's strong
pro-Second Amend¬
ment position for a
general audience.
★ Sample: 50<t

Or $7 for 100

■ Towards

More Sensible Drug
Policy. Brochure, 2-
color (blue & black).
Argues that drug
legalization is a sen¬
sible and workable
alternative to the

government's danger¬
ous "War on Drugs."
★ Sample: 50<t
Or$7 for 100

■ What Ha
To Your Family
Budget? Brochure,
2-color (blue & black).
Looks at how the

government impov¬
erishes Americans by
taking more in taxes
than most families

spend on food, shelter
& dothing combined.
★ Sample: 50<t

Or $7 for 100

Making
Neighborhood Safe
Again. Brochure, 2-
color (red & black).
Explains the LP's 5-
point anti-crime
program that pro¬
tects civil liberties
while providing
more resources to

fight real criminals.
★ Sample: 50<t

Or $7 for 100

■ LP "Fact Sheets": Updated for 2000: 2-page LP
history (with political highlights, accomplishments,
and victories from 1971 -2000) and a comprehensive
two-page bibliography (featuring more than 150
books about liberty!). Sold as a set. Cost: Sample:
50<t or $10 for 100

■ World's Smallest Political

Quiz cards. Perfect for
"politically homeless" booths.
Cost: $1 for 100

Bumperstickers
$1 each; $7.50 for 10; $50 for 100. Size: 11" x 3"

■ ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
(Red, white, & blue).
■ I'm Pro-Choice on Everything! (Red, white, & blue.)

■ Don't Blame Me ... I Voted Libertarian (Blue
& white; 800-ELECT-US phone number below.)
■ Vote Libertarian/800-ELECT-US (Blue & white.)

Buttons
(Cost: $1 each or 75<t each for 5 or more)
■ Don't Blame Me,
I Voted Libertarian
1-800-ELECT-US

■ Vote Libertarian
1-800-ELECT-US

■ Libertarian Party
Pro-Choice on

Everything
1-800-ELECT-US

Welfare State.

Brochure, 2-color
(green & black). The
LP's welfare reform

plan, promoting op¬
portunity, work, and
personal respons¬
ibility — instead of
failed government
programs.

★ Sample: 50<t
Or $7 for 100

f

■Working to
Cut Your Taxes

Brochure, 2-color
(green & black).
How the LP will
reduce the cost of

government by priva¬
tizing government
services, abolishing
corporate welfare, &
ending income taxes.
★ Sample: 50C

Or $7 for 100

Windbreaker (Jacket)
■ Windbreaker. Blue, with LP logo & party name.
Available in M, L, XL. (Please specify.) Cost: $25 each

Tools for Campaigning
■ Libertarian Political Action: Techniques for Ef¬
fective Campaigning: 32 pages. Comprehensive ex¬
planation of winning campaign techniques for Lib¬
ertarian candidates. A must read! Cost: $3.00 each

■ LP Statue of Liberty Logo master. Camera-ready
sheet, ready for scanning. Cost: $1 each
■ LP Statue of Liberty Logo on PC Disk: 3-1 /2 inch
DOS-compatible computer disk. Cost: $3 each
■ Newsprint Ads: "Libertarian Party — Defenders
of Liberty." Camera-ready print ads. One each of six
different ads: General, lifestyle, drugs, guns, draft,
and taxes. Plus additional multi-sized "Lower Taxes/
More Freedom" LP advertisements. Cost: $3 for set

Large Banners
■ Large Banner. (18" x 5’). White on blue. First line
"Libertarian Party." You can pick the second line from
these two choices: "800-ELECT-US" or "Defenders
of Liberty."(Specify which you want on the order
form.) Cost: $40 each

Yard Sign
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/ VOTE LIBERTARIAN. Red,
white, & blue on sturdy foamboard. Measures a big
24" x 18". Perfect for campaigns. Cost: $8.00 each.

■ Yard Signs
Q'NTY COST

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/Vote Libertarian

B Readv-to-use Literature

Brochure: "Is This the New Political Party...?'
Brochure: "Towards More Sensible Drug Policy"
Brochure: "What Happened/Your Family Budget?"
Brochure: "Ending the Welfare State"
Brochure: "Making Neighborhood Safe Again"
Brochure: "Equal Rights/America's Gun Ownere'
Brochure: "Working to Cut Your Taxes!"
Flyer "Political Party/100% Pro-Gun Rights?"
America's Libertarian Heritage booklet
Fact Sheets: LP history/bibliography (package)
World's Smallest Political Quiz
“Million Dollar Bill" Literature

B Large Banners
"LIBERTARIAN PARTY" (18'hx5'w)
Please check preferred second line:
□ Defenders of Liberty □ 1-800-ELECT-US

B Bumper Stickers
Don't Blame Me...I Voted Libertarian

I'm ProChoice on Everything!
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH/VOTE LIBERTARIAN
Vote Libertarian/1 -800-ELECT-US

B Tools for Campaigning
Libertarian Political Action Booklet

Statue of Liberty logo master
LP Statue of Liberty logo on 3-1/2' PC disk
Newsprint ads: "Libertarian Party - Defenders
of Uberty* set of seven.

■ Books for Sale

Why Government Doesn't Work • Browne
Libertarianism In One Lesson • Bergland

B Windbreaker Jacket
Lined windbreaker. Circle one: M L XL.

B Buttons

Don't Blame Me, I Voted Libertarian
VOTE LIBERTARIAN/800-ELECT-US
Libertarian Party: ProChoice on Everything

Total Due

. Merchandise Total

_ RUSH handling: Add $5 for sameday handling

. RUSH shipping: Call office to arrange

. Send to a Post Office Box: $5 extra

TOTAL PAYMENT DUE

[ ] Cash, check, or money order enclosed. (No corporate check!)
Bill my: [ ] Visa [ ] MasterCard [ ]AMEX [ ] Discover

Acct #

Expires Signature

Name

Membership ID# [On label]

Street

City State i!L

Occupation Employer

HOWTO
PLACE
YOUR
ORDER

Phone:
(202)

333-0008

Ext. 221

By
Mail

Libertarian Party
2600 Virginia

Avenue, NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20037

FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES POLITICAL COMMITTEES TO REPORT THE NAME, MAILING ADDRESS, OCCUPATION, AND NAME OF EMPLOYER FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS AGGREGATE IN EXCESS OF $200 IN A CALENDAR YEAR.
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VOLUNTEER

Maximizing the effectiveness
of your campaign yard signs
Here are some tips to improveyour use of yard signs in your

campaign for office.
I cannot remember exactly where

or when I picked up these tips, but I
can confirm they work. I field-tested
them in my two campaigns for Al¬
derman and three campaigns for
Mayor of O'Fallon [Missouri], all of
which I managed to win from 1973
to 1981.

With that said, here goes:
1. Use only two high-contrast col¬

ors. I prefer day-glow orange, or
bright red on white — which stand
out and can even be seen at dawn
and dusk.

2. It is not necessary to include
your picture. While a picture may look
nice, they clutter the sign and pirate
space from bigger text.

3. Use no more than three lines.

Keep it simple and catchy — but not
corny. Lead with biggest letters such
as: "Make Mussmann Mayor," "Elect

Easterday," or
Young s Your By G60rQ6
4. Make Mussmann

small stick-on
labels (1x3 inches) with your disclaimer
"Paid for by...." and stick them on
the lower right hand of the sign. This
won't detract from your message and
will meet legal requirements.

5. Use a street map to locate your
signs. Avoid having too many in one
area and too few in others. Your
record also reminds you where to pick
up the signs after the election.

6. Target comer locations as your
first priority.

7. Identify and lock up sign com¬
mitments early. Each sign on a lawn
is a lock for a couple of votes from
the household and provides a boost
from spin-off to neighbors.

8. Whatever number of yard signs

Seven simple strategies for successful
If you want more success, focuson what we know is possible

rather than what we wish is pos¬
sible. In other words: Realistic expec¬
tations.

Here are some rules you should
follow:

1. Only spearhead projects where
you are reasonably certain there will
be enough resources to make the
project a success — and where vol¬
unteers and donors will believe that
success was worth the time and re¬

sources expended.
It's always better to have a small

success rather than a huge failure.
2. Never ask people to give money

or time to a project you believe is
bound to fail. Do otherwise and you
will have less money and volunteers
for your next project. Focus on small,
winnable projects and your donations
and volunteer hours will multiply.

3. Always ask for more help than
you actually believe you'll need.
Something is always bound to go
wrong, and you need a margin of
safety to prevent what you can never
afford — failure.

4. You get much better results

asking people
for help one- By AdFOn
on-one, in per- q .
son, or on the jLdl I
phone. Broad¬
casting your need to a crowd of people
rarely works.

5. Make the project fun and have
plenty of food available for those who
volunteer.

6. Always let the people who
helped you know that their time and
money is appreciated. A phone call
can do wonders.

7. It doesn't hurt to call members

Writing edit-proof letters-to
Tie keys to writing letters to theeditor of newspapers or maga¬

zine that won't get changed are:
1. Keep your letter short. And I

mean very short. 150 words is a good
upper bound. Editors want to print
as many letters as possible and fre¬
quently need to trim letters to fit the
space. In fact, long letters are often
not printed at all.

2. Keep paragraphs short (2-3
short sentences). Otherwise, for read¬
ability, the layout editor will change
your paragraphs (often making let-

By John
Pack

ters less intel¬

ligible).
3. Keep the

reading level
low. Use short,
simple words and short sentences. Com¬
plex sentences cause readers to lose
interest — or your train of thought.

4. Focus your letter on one point.
If everything in your letter drives at
a single point, the loss of a paragraph
to editorial license will injure your
letter less. Furthermore, if you make
one point in a short, concise letter,

Iibertarians4peace.net
Make the LP the Peace Party
Contact info@libertarians4peace.net

-the-editor
the chances of being edited at all drop
substantially.

5. Proofread, proofread, proofread.
And then have someone else go over
it. If your grammar or spelling are
poor, readers (including the editor)
automatically reduce their respect for
your opinion. And the editor is more
likely to make "innocent" changes.

6. Sit on letters for at least a day.
Then proofread again. Letters sent in
the "heat of the moment" are usu¬

ally much more poorly written. Plus,
you'll catch more of your own mis¬
takes and be able to take advantage
of any insights you come up with
while the topic is on your mind.

■ Editor's note: John Pack is the sec¬

retary of the Salt Lake County LP in
Utah. This essay reprinted from the
Utah Libertarian newsletter.

you choose, stage their placement
across your entire campaign area. This
gives the appearance of growing voter
support and keeps your opposition
off balance.

But make sure you don't violate
any local ordinances or laws because
your sign could be yanked. By the
time you fight them in court, the
election will be over.

Staging depends on the length of
your campaign and how long the lo¬
cal laws permit you to have your signs
posted. Use a ratio.

For example, if you have 10 weeks
for signs to be up, then:
■ 10% of the signs go up the 10th

weekend prior to Election Day.
■ 10% of the signs go up the 9th

weekend prior to Election Day.
■ And so on. And finally:
■ 10% of the signs go up the last

weekend before Election Day.
9. On your last weekend, if you

have used up all your signs, yank the
first set of signs and re-erect them
at your polling places the evening
prior to Election Day.

10. Win or lose, pick up all signs
no later than the weekend after Elec¬
tion Day.

■ Editor's note: George Mussmann is
a five-time candidatefor public office.
This essay reprinted from the Jan¬
uary 2002 issue of the Missouri LP
newsletter, Show Me Freedom.

LP projects
once in a while just to say hello and
tell them what's going on, even if you
don't need something from them at
the moment. It lets them know that

you appreciate them for who they are.
Remember: Start small, intelli¬

gently design projects with realistic
expectations and be willing to do the
hard work necessary to succeed.

Prove yourself successful with
small projects today and you'll
succeed with bigger projects to¬
morrow.

■ Editor's note: Aaron Starr is the
Chairman of the California Libertar¬
ian Party. This essay reprinted from
the December 2001 issue of the LPC
Monthly.

The secrets
to success

Want to be a successfulLibertarian activist?
You should start by

following Investor's Business
Daily's "10 Secrets to Success,"
which the newspaper determin¬
ed by analyzing leaders in all
walks of life, and figuring out
the traits they had in common.

1. How you think is every¬
thing. Always be positive. Think
success, not failure. Beware a

negative environment.
2. Decide on your true

dreams and goals. Write down
your specific goals and develop
a plan to reach them.

3. Take action. Goals are

nothing without action. Don't be
afraid to get started. Just do it.

4. Never stop learning. Go
back to school or read books.
Get training and acquire skills.

5. Be persistent and work
hard. Success is a marathon, not
a sprint. Never give up.

6. Leam to analyze details.
Get all the facts, all the input.
Learn from your mistakes.

7. Focus your time and
money. Don' let other people or
things distract you.

8. Don't be afraid to inno¬
vate; be different. Following the
herd is a sure way to mediocrity.

9. Deal and communicate
with people effectively. No
person is an island. Leam to
understand and motivate others.

10. Be honest and dependable;
take responsibility. Otherwise,
numbers 1 through 9 won't matter.

Libertarian
Campaign
Newsletter
inAmerica
14,136 Subscribers
FREE Subscription!
Bold, Sassy, and Fun

End the Income Tax,Michael Cloud, Carla Howell
***** And Other Issues of the Day ★★★★★

SUBSCRIBE NOW; subscribe@SmallGovernmentAct.org
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THE FORUM

A just and sensible response
in America's War on Terrorism
The participation by some offi¬cials of the Connecticut Liber¬

tarian Party in an anti-War on
Terrorism demonstration in Hartford
late last year — organized by
America-bashing far leftists and end¬
ing in a confrontation with police —

was out of line to the extent that the
officials presented themselves as rep¬
resenting the membership of the LP.

In actual fact, there apparently is
a split at both the national and state
levels between the "antiwar" segment
of the leadership and the bulk of the
membership.

Libertarians see themselves as the

"party of principle," but when it
comes to the war on terrorism, ex¬

actly what principles should be op¬
erative is in dispute.

To me, the antiwar group seems
governed by pacifism/isolationism/
appeasement. I say that pacifism, or
at least passivity, appears to be one
of their guiding principles because
they offer no practical suggestions for
effectively combating terrorism.

To suggest that our response to

the savage
sneak attack By PetCF J.
against \he O'Connell
United States
on September 11 by a genocide-
minded international conspiracy,
sheltered and supported by one or
more states, should have been to "ask
the Taliban to turn over Bin Laden"
or to "rely on Interpol and other in¬
ternational organizations" — all sug¬
gestions made by various Libertarians
— is pathetically ineffectual.

Uproot by force
The appropriate response to Sep¬

tember 11 was to do what was done:
Smash the regime sheltering the ter¬
rorists and uproot by force as much
of their network as possible. Can any¬
one now honestly doubt that Al Qaeda
was dealt a powerful blow by what
our brave fighting men and women
did in Afghanistan?

The Libertarian membership, I
believe, clearly places a higher value
on the principle of patriotism than

the leadership does (which is not to
say the leadership is unpatriotic).

For the membership, the right to
keep and bear — and use — arms in
defense of life, liberty, and property
is one that extends to our "extended

family," the United States of America,
and not just to those immediately
linked to us by blood and marriage.

All Libertarians agree that the U.S.
should avoid excessive entanglements
abroad, and maintain a lower profile
in foreign affairs.

For some in the leadership, that
seems to mean that no military in¬
terventions are ever justified, that
the U.S. can remain an isolated bas¬
tion, no matter what else is happen¬
ing in the world.

The membership is more realistic,
and understands that what should be
avoided are those interventions

(which is most of them) that are im¬
moral and/or unconnected to vital
national interests. The membership
accepts, however, that some wars are

just. Is it so hard to tell the difference
between what is just and what is not?

Is the immoral attempt of the U.S.
government in 1999 to prevent the
people of Kosovo from exercising their
right of self-determination exactly
the same as the bombings of Libya in
the mid-1980s in retaliation for the
Khadafi regime's attacks on Ameri¬
cans — bombings that took Khadafi
out of the picture for the past dozen
years or so?

Was the protection of the Persian
Gulf oil supplies from Saddam Hussein
in 1991 exactly the same as the sense¬
less involvement in Lebanon in the

early 1980s? (Most Libertarians do not
accept the environmental wacko
notion that we

should freeze in
the dark by "using
alternative sources

of energy" rather
than protecting
sources of oil.)

Finally, the
bulk of the membership, I believe,
disagrees with the "antiwar" group
in the leadership on the issue of how
to prevent future September 11s.

Terrorists don't like
The "antiwar" group seems to feel

that the way to do that is for the
U.S. to stop doing whatever it is the
terrorists say they don't like.

But what the terrorists really don't
like is the society created by the de¬
mocracy and capitalism that Libertar¬
ians support, a society with freedom
of speech, press, and religion; sepa¬
ration of church and state; rights for
women and gays! It is really for this

society— more than for specific poli¬
cies of the U.S. — that the Islamic
extremists have their visceral hatred.

They cannot and should not be
appeased; we cannot and should not.
apologize for being ourselves. All ex¬
perience from that of the bully in the
schoolyard to the history of Europe
in the 1930s shows the folly of ap¬
peasement as a policy.

Finally, with reference to the de¬
mand of many in the "antiwar" group
for an end to U.S. support of Israel
on the grounds that that nation has
seized Palestinian land. Most of the
land in the Jewish national homeland

envisioned by the
United Nations

partition of Pales¬
tine in 1947 was

purchased by Jews
from Arabs in fair
market transac¬

tions, some going
back as far as the 1880s.

Israel is the only true democracy,
and our best ally, in the Middle East.
Dismantling Israel would subject the
Jewish people to a second Holocaust.
Libertarians should have nothing to
do with such a policy.

What all Libertarians should do is

recognize that our movement is a
diverse one, made up of feisty indi¬
viduals who agree on a common des¬
tination — but not always on the
ways to get there.

■ About the author: Peter J.
O'Connell is a Libertarian Party mem¬
ber living in Connecticut.

TMKOKISM^
PEACEm,<*WAR?2^

World War I and the reaction against Big Government
Who was the only Americanpresident of the 20th Cen¬

tury to preside over a decline
in the size of the federal government?

No, it wasn't Ronald Reagan, nor
even Calvin Coolidge. The surprising
answer is Warren Harding, who served
as president from 1921 until his death
in 1923.

Does this libertarian-themed
factoid bear any relevance for us to¬
day, as we struggle against a tide of
public opinion lusting to expand fed¬
eral power in a time of crisis and war?
It could. It suggests the inevitability
of a reaction, which we must be pre¬
pared to lead.
If there had been a Libertarian

Party in 1920, our forebears would
have surveyed the political scene on
the eve of that year's presidential
election with despair. The incumbent
president, Woodrow Wilson, had pre¬
sided over a 790% increase in federal

spending in just seven years.
Wilson, a professor and writer who

had never worked in private indus¬
try, espoused an activist role for the
federal government even in peace¬
time. After America entered World
War I in April 1917, his administra¬
tion eagerly threw any lingering re¬
straint to the wind and unleashed the
most intrusive government that
Americans had ever seen.

By 1918, new laws forbade Ameri¬
cans to utter or write any language
that reflected "contempt, scorn, con¬
tumely, or disrepute" on federal in¬

stitutions and
authorized BV JllTl
the postmas- 1/1 .nn
ter general to 1x131111
suspend mail¬
ing privileges from publications that
tended to "impugn the motives of the
government".

Federal officials were soon pros¬
ecuting citizens for offenses as trivial
as distributing anti-draft leaflets, and
Wilson's Postmaster General forbade

magazines that published antiwar
cartoons from using the mail. When
Socialist leader Eugene Debs pro¬
tested the crackdown, the govern¬
ment indicted, convicted and impris¬
oned Debs as well.

Tax rate to 77%
In economic affairs, Congress

raised the top income tax rate from
7% to 77% and enacted the Lever Act,
which empowered the government to
regulate the "output, distribution,
and price" of food and fuel. Federal
boards were soon dictating who could
buy coal and grain, on which days,
and at what price.

Prewar government meddling had
reduced the efficiency of the nation's
railroad system by capping prices and
forbidding railroad consolidation on
antitrust grounds. When the rails
proved unable to accommodate grow¬
ing army demands, the Wilson admin¬
istration simply confiscated the rail¬
roads and ran them by itself.

In 1917, as today, reformers of

every stripe used the war to lobby
for their pet causes. Alcohol prohibi¬
tionists, successful in only 19 states
before the war, argued that alcohol
production "wasted" grain which
could be used to feed troops.

Congress meekly agreed and pro¬
posed permanent nationwide
alcohol prohibition as an
amendment to the
Constitution. The
states quickly
ratified it.

The coming
of peace in No¬
vember 1918

brought little
improvement.
The food and
fuel boards
ceased opera¬
tion, but the
government con¬
tinued to run the
railroads. The Wilson
administration and a

compliant Federal Reserve
Board combined to inflate the

currency at a ruinous pace. Prices rose
faster than wages, leading to labor
unrest.

The labor unrest in turn fanned a

Red Scare which the government used
to justify even more repression.
Wilson's attorney general organized
a huge dragnet, and arrested and
deported thousands of radicals and
immigrants without arrest warrants
or trials.

Finally, WoodrowWilson endorsed
the Versailles treaty, which would
have committed America to belong
to the League of Nations and ensured
our participation in future wars —

with further opportunities for gov¬
ernment expansion.

Libertarians of early
1920 would have be¬

moaned the lack of

any backlash
against these
policies. Wil¬
son was so

sure of his

popularity
that he
wanted to

run for a

third term,
but he had
been inca¬

pacitated by a
stroke. James

Cox, whom the
Democrats nomi¬

nated to replace Wil¬
son, pledged to continue his

policies.
As hard as it may be to believe,

however, the American people can be
pushed too far. By late 1920, high
taxes and inflation had forced the

economy into recession, and few vot¬
ers supported the League of Nations.
The Red Scare had faded, and Wilson's
roundup looked like a foolish joke at
taxpayer expense.

Cox was crushed and received just

34% of the popular vote — the worst
showing by any Democrat since the
Civil War. The New York Tribune said
that the results proved that "the
country was weary of Wilsonism in
all its forms."

The cleanest record
The man who defeated Cox, War¬

ren Harding, was anything but a
proto-Libertarian. But his administra¬
tion did record the cleanest record of

any in the 20th Century with respect
to federal spending. He also cut taxes,
ceased inflating the dollar, and al¬
lowed the odious espionage and se¬
dition acts to expire.

(Small wonder that academic his¬
torians have always derided Harding
as an empty-headed reactionary, so
devoid of morals that he actually kept
a mistress in the White House!)

Today, big and bigger government
have returned to favor. Polls show

majority support for virtually any
expansion of government that can be
connected in any way — however
tenuous — with fighting terrorism
or waging war.

We should not despair. The mood
may change again by the next elec¬
tion. If it does, the opposition Demo¬
crats will certainly not be leading the
reaction. It will be up to us to do so
— a challenge and an opportunity.

■ About the author: Jim Klann is a

Libertarian Party member from Glen¬
dale Heights, Illinois.
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41 tips for better campaigning
Continued from page 14
aardvark. That means you have to cut
the hair, trim the sideburns, and put
on a suit and tie. You have to create
the appearance that you are one of
them. Do you fit in? Do you look like
a part of the community? You have
to ask: "What's more important to me
— my own ego or the campaign?"
(Sal Gazzetta)

Doing a radio interview?
Create a one-sentence sum¬

mary of your primary message before
you go on the air. Also: Prepare a list
of the three main points you want to
make, and check them off as you de¬
liver them so you don't forget them
or repeat yourself. (George Getz)

Don't badger journalists
about coverage. They don't

mind taking a call asking legitimate
questions or announcing real news,
but anything more gets bothersome.
Spend your time and energy running
an active, professional campaign. If
you run a good campaign, coverage
will follow. (Mark Thompson-Kolar, Ft.
Wayne News-Sentinel)

If you're going to spend
Olf money on anything, have
a professional graphics designer de¬
sign your campaign materials. That's
your, image. Spend the money re¬
quited to do it right. (Sal Gazzetta)

Talk about what voters
■ care about. Don't accentu¬

ate the differences — accentuate the
shared values. Don't talk about what
you care about — talk about what^
they care about. (Sal Gazzetta)

Low-cost campaigning:
Call local talk shows — and

make sure you identify yourself as a
Libertarian candidate. Address an is¬
sue specific to your race. (David
DeLamar)

4^^) Simplify your campaign
message. If you can't get

your message down to two or three
sentences, you're more interested in
hearing yourself talk than you are in
communicating. (Sal Gazzetta)

M If you attend a public
event, never go alone. Al¬

ways have at least one campaign aide
with you, since a solo candidate walk¬
ing into a roomful of voters looks
"lonesome." In addition, an aide or

two can hand out campaign materi¬
als, write down the names of poten¬
tial contributors and volunteers, and
ease the candidate away from a la¬
pel-grabbing bore. (Organizing for
Political Victory)

Set firm goals for your
campaign — tangible

goals, which can be quantified.
"Reaching people with the Libertar¬
ian message" isn't specific enough.
Instead, set one or more of the fol¬
lowing: Number of votes; percentage
of the total vote; number of new Lib¬
ertarian Party members; inclusion in
debates or candidates' forums; reach¬

ing "balance of power" status in the
voting results; or raising a targeted
amount of money. (Ron Cricken-
berger, Libertarian Political Action)

Your campaign brochure
should be at least two col¬

ors. A one-color brochure says you're
not professional. (Sal Gazzetta)

37 Remember: Your cam¬

paign brochure is not a

position paper, or a Statement of
Principles, or a condensation of the
LP platform. It should focus only on
your two or three main campaign is¬
sues. (Ron Crickenberger, Libertarian
Political Action)

If you are doing a radio in-
terview, don't get into

long, drawn-out arguments with
the host or callers. Calmly and po¬
litely explain your position and at¬

tempt to answer any objections. But
if a caller becomes combative, just
say, "I can see that we're going to
have to agree to disagree on this is¬
sue." (George Getz)

Oft If you're running for any
1#*# state government office,
contact the conservative/ Libertar¬
ian think-tanks in your state and
ask for a list of their publications.
For example: The Georgia Public Policy
Foundation; the James Madison In¬
stitute (Florida); the Independence
Institute (Colorado); and so on. They
might have materials you can use in

policy papers and on the campaign
trail. (Daniel Walker)

In a TV interview, don't
use wild body language.

Television exaggerates body move¬
ments; a sweeping hand gesture that
looks great on stage before a live
audience may look lurching in a TV
close up. (Campaign magazine)

M 4 Put a plug for your cam-
I paign and a "get out and

vote" message on your home and
business answering machine, starting
on November 1. (The Finish Line)

THE ADVOCATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT PRESENT

10% staleparty
growth atone event!
Aten percent growth in membership?At ONE event?

That’s what the Alaska Libertarian

Party accomplished at the Alaska State Fair
this August — with the help of an Operation
Politically Homeless (OPH) booth.

At their OPH booth, Libertarian Party of
Alaska volunteers gave the World’s Smallest
Political Quiz to 290 fair attendees — and got
the names and addresses of 134 prospective
libertarians.

‘The Alaska Liber¬
tarian Party added 15
new dues-paying mem¬
bers,” reports State
Chair Al Anders. “That
is better than 10 per¬
cent growth.”

Look below to see

how YOU can get your
OPH kit — and start

putting this proven tool
to work for your liber¬
tarian organization!

Endorsed by
LP leaders,
including:

■ LP National Chair Jim Lark

■ LP Executive Director
Steve Dasbach.

■ LP Political Director Ron

Crickenberger.
■ LP leader, writer, and
activist Mary Ruwart.

And many, many more!

“GREAT1”
r>ar Advocates. , t month, 1 was expecting,

thante for a the years,
developed and Tested

Richard Lundquist

The Rev. Michael Mitchell — dressed as Uncle
Sam — gives the World’s Smallest Political Quiz
to a potential libertarian at the Alaska State Fair.

Outreach That Works!
Want to discover dozens, or even hundreds, of

libertarian-leaning folks in your community — and have
FUN doing it? Then OPH is for you! Put the proven,
tested magic of OPH to work for your local, state or
campus libertarian organization.

OPH transforms an ordinary outreach booth into a
crowd-pleasing, convert-winning event—and lets you get
the names and addresses of eager libertarian-leaning folks
in your community!

To order your OPH kit— and learn about Discover
Liberty— call toll-free 1 -800-932-1776 or go to
www.DiscoverLiberty.org.

Get started discovering libertarians in your own

> backyard — in the most efficient way ever!OPH and Discover Liberty are brought to you
by the Advocates for Self-GovernmentThousands

of Americans
are waiting for YOU to help them ’’Discover Liberty” and become active libertarians!

Visit www.DiscoverLiberty.org — or call 1-800-932-1776— today

What is
Discover Liberty?

Now OPH is moreimportant than
ever! It’s the

centerpiece of Discover
Liberty — a massive
national libertarian out¬
reach program sponsored
by the Advocates. And it’s
going on right now!

The goal of Discover
Liberty is to recruit
thousands of new
libertarians in just one
year — with 2,000-plus
OPHs in every state in
America. OPH takes
libertarian ideas to the

public in the most
effective way possible —

face to face. Discover

Liberty is the largest
person-to-person liber¬
tarian outreach in history!

See how YOUR state

is doing — and how you
can join in the fun and
excitement — by visiting
www.DiscoverLiberty.org.



PAGE 26 ♦ Libertarian Party News ♦ April 2002

EDITOR

Warning! Do not read
this white driving a car
No lie. The following warning label was actually attached toa popular brand of iron: "Warning! Never iron clothes while

they're being worn!"
That helpful (if somewhat obvious) advice won first prize

in the Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch's "Wacky Warning Label
Contest" in 2000. It's good advice, too, except that following it really
slows me down when I'm getting ready for work in the morning.

In 2001, the winning warning label was: "Warning! Shin guards
cannot protect any part of the body they do not cover."

How embarrassing. I assumed shin guards created a protective force
field around your whole body, like the deflector shields in Star Trek.

An equally ridiculous warning label won in 1999. It came with a
car sun screen — the big hunk of cardboard that stretches across your
windshield to keep your parked car from overheating in the hot sun.

It read: "Warning! Do not drive with sunshield in place!"
No kidding. How dumb do these manufacturers think we are?
I was getting all worked up about these absurd warning labels

until I read Jim Hightower's book, If God Had Wanted Us to Vote, He
Would Have Given Us Candidates.

Hightower, a raging populist who blames all the evils of the world
on corporations, argues that political activists should come with warning
labels. He had a few suggestions for left-wing activists — mostly about
how they should blame all the evils of the world on corporations.

Hmmmm, I thought. Maybe Hightower is on to something. Maybe
Libertarian Party members should have warning labels. After all, what
should be obvious . . . well, frequently isn't.

In that spirit, here are four warning labels for Libertarians.
■ "Warning! You must be active to be an activist!"
I read an interesting study recently. It examined the qualities that

made successful CEOs and generals successful, ft said the secret wasn't
education, or training, or experience, or personality. Instead, all
successful leaders shared a "bias towards action."

By that, they meant effective leaders didn't
sit around endlessly debating proposals, or
coming up with a theoretically perfect plan.
Instead, they took action! They got things done.

Want the Libertarian Party to succeed more?
Take action. Do something.

■ "Warning! Debating other Libertarians
online isn't politics!"

Rock-n-roller Mojo Nixon wrote a song
entitled: "I Don't Want No Cybersex." He sang:
"You gotta decide / Are you gonna go for the
gusto / or stay online and hide?"

Some Libertarians have decided their most
valuable contribution to the freedom movement
is to stay online and hide. They don't go for the
gusto. They just craft the world's most brilliant
e-mail messages — to other Libertarians.

They're supporters of the "Iceberg Theory." Icebergs are seven-
eighths underwater; you see one, and it doesn't look like much. But
there's a big mass of ice hidden underwater. Likewise, seven-eighths
of what these E-Mail Warriors do is hidden from the general public.

Want the party to succeed? Be a reverse iceberg. Seven-eighths of
what you do should reach the general public. Run for office. Volun¬
teer for an outreach effort. Host a meeting. Lobby your legislature.

Rule of thumb: If you have a choice of talking to other Libertar¬
ians, or talking to the general public — talk to the general public.
Apply this rule to every activity you undertake, and you'll be twice as
productive as the average Libertarian.
■ "Warning! Most people don't care about your pet issue!"
Well call this the "shut up" rule. It's simple: Identify the one issue

you care most passionately about — and shut up about it. Especially
if you are a candidate or an LP officer.

Many Libertarians are intensely interested in one issue, whether it's
the Second Amendment, or medical marijuana, censorship, or whatever.
Talk to them, and they natter on about their issue. And on. And on.

The problem is, we're not the Gun Party. Or the Marijuana Party. Or
the Free Speech Party. We are the party of liberty. That encompasses
all those issues (and many others) but does not focus obsessively on
any one. And neither should you.

Want the party to succeed? Talk about issues that voters care
about — not what you care about.

■ "Warning! Never iron clothes while they're being worn!"
OK, it's not political, but it's still really good advice. Trust me.

By Bill
Winter

LP NEWS EDITOR

Building a military policy that
defends America — and liberty
EDITOR’S NOTE: How can Lib¬
ertarianism solve America's prob¬
lems? Each issue, LP News will
showcase how "Libertarian Solu¬
tions" — or interim steps in a more
libertarian direction — can help
improve our nation.

By Jonathan Trager
LP NEWS STAFF WRITER

Better safe than sorry.That's what some people
are saying about President
Bush's bloated 2003 budget,

which contains the largest increase
in military spending since the Cold
War. Specifically, the president calls
for $379 billion in military expendi¬
tures — a whopping $48 billion over
the 2002 level much of which is
earmarked to fight the government's
War on Terrorism.

Defenders of the buildup ar¬
gue that if more weapons, more
artillery, and more military per¬
sonnel are necessary to defend
America from attack, that's a

price the American people
should be willing to pay.

But will a more ex¬

pensive and expansive
military actually make
America safer?

Libertarians under¬
stand the armed forces
serve a necessary func¬
tion: To defend Ameri¬
can citizens from for¬

eign invasion or air
attack. After all, if a

country is not secure
from external threats, liberty inside
its borders is impossible.

Unfortunately, politicians often
use the military for purposes far re¬
moved from national defense. In fact,
the Cato Institute estimated that
America deployed U.S. forces abroad
on an astounding 48 different peace-
enforcement and combat missions in

just the last decade — few, if any, of
which were related to the national

security of the United States.

Ensure democracy
Remember Haiti in 1994? After a

military coup unseated its sitting
president, the United States sent in
20,000 troops and $2 billion in aid
to "ensure democracy." We later aban¬
doned that mission, leaving the coun¬
try mired in dictatorship and vio¬
lence.

How about Bosnia in 1993? Eth¬
nic warfare prompted the U.S. to
dispatch 16,000 troops on a "tem¬
porary" mission. Today, the United
States still has about 7,000 troops
stationed in the country.

Kosovo in 1999? The U.S.
launched a massive bombing cam¬
paign to end the "genocide" the
Serbian majority was perpetrating
against ethnic Albanians. Today, more
than 2,000 U.S. peacekeepers are sta¬
tioned there — although regional
reports say the Kosovo Liberation
Army has driven out over 90% of the

Libertarian

native Serbian population.
Other countries where America

has deployed its military in the last
quarter century for purposes other
than defending U.S. soil include So¬
malia, Sierra Leone, Kuwait, Grenada,
and Panama.

Our government's promiscuous
foreign policy has stretched our de¬
fense resources thin. The Founding
Fathers' idea of an America free from
entanglement in perpetual overseas
squabbles is now but a distant
memory.

To turn the tide of America's cur¬

rent busybody military policy, here
are a few reforms that should be im¬

mediately implemented:

■ Bring the troops home. Tens
of thousands of American troops are

currently stationed in more than 140
countries and territories around the
world, according to the Cato Institute.

For example, about 100,000
American troops are stationed in the
wealthy nations of Western Europe.
Their purpose? To defend France, En¬
gland, the Netherlands, and other
such countries against an invasion
from a now defunct Soviet Union and
Warsaw Pact alliance.

Other countries where United
States troops are stationed include
South Korea, Bosnia, Japan, Cuba,
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Bahraine.

LPNews
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American soldiers are not pieces
on a chessboard, and there is no good
reason to keep them deployed in any
foreign land — unless those troops
are involved in missions that directly
relate to the defense of the United
States.

That's clearly not the case with
the industrialized nations of Europe,
which should defend themselves with
their own troops, rather than look to
the United States as the global cop
of first resort.

■ Exit NATO. Created in 1949, the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
was formed to deter aggression from
the Soviet Union against the war-rav¬
aged countries ofWestern Europe. The
Soviet Bloc has since crumbled, but
NATO lives on.

Ironically, it took NATO more than
40 years to get involved in its first
shooting war. And when it did, it had
nothing to do with the Cold War.
Rather, its initial military operation

was the bombing
campaign in Bos¬
nia — and troops

are still stationed there under
NATO auspices.

In 1997, the al¬
liance actually ex¬

panded to include
the formerly com¬

munist nations of Po¬
land, the Czech Repub¬
lic, and Hungary. Ac¬

cording to the
Congressional
Budget Office, bol¬

stering the defenses of these new
members (and stationing NATO forces
in those countries) could cost
America an additional $125 billion
over 15 years.

The United States should extricate
itself immediately from this needless
burden and insist that Western Euro¬

pean countries foot the bill for their
own defensive alliances.

■ Institute a missile defense

system. In 1980, President Ronald
Reagan charged the Department of
Defense with developing and imple¬
menting a missile defense system.
Over 20 years and $100 billion later,
however, the system still does not
exist.

But what can you expect when
you leave such a project to a govern¬
ment bureaucracy? As former LP presi¬
dential candidate Harry Browne has
said, "The Department of Defense is
just the Post Office in fatigues."

Instead, Browne said the govern¬
ment should offer a reward of be¬
tween $200 billion and $1 trillion to
the first private company to develop
a working system. It's a classic Liber¬
tarian solution: Allow the creativity
of the market to address the prob¬
lem, not a stale government bureau¬
cracy.

The LP Platform advocates the
termination of the 1972 Anti-Ballis-

See DEFENSE Page 30
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THKTSAH?
NO FOOD?
NO HELP?
JUSTMaoi?

■ Bathtub criminal
Thank you for making me aware

that I was breaking the law by sing¬
ing in the bathtub. ("America's Silli¬
est Laws:What were they thinking?,"
LP News, March 2002).

With today's high-tech surveil¬
lance, they might have caught me by
tapping my plumbing.

But seriously, we should all be
afraid; very afraid.

Big Brother has made sure that
each and every one of us is a crimi¬
nal in one way or another, and could
be locked up at will.
— Mark Stryker

Jersey Shore, New Jersey

■ Repeal such laws
In regard to your article on silly

laws: as you know, after the last na¬
tional election there was (again) some
passing discussion about whether or
not Libertarians could use their re¬

sources more effectively.
It seems to me that one useful

activity would be for state chapters
to explicitly target and repeal laws
such as those you identified.

First, surely we could find several
current Republican/Democrat legis¬
lators who would cooperate, particu¬
larly if Libertarians did all the
groundwork (identifying targets,
drafting bills, whatever), as there can
surely be little controversy about
these.

Second, the groundwork activity
should give interested Libertarian
activists some useful experience. It's
even possible a useful relationship
with certain legislators could be de¬
veloped.

Third, success could be used to
generate a little favorable publicity
for Libertarian ideas generally, and
perhaps even awaken public interest
in questioning laws more generally.

And success shouldn't be a

horribly difficult goal in this narrow

circumstance.

Finally, removal of these laws
would be a public good in and of it¬
self.
— LEON K. ELLIOTT

Culpeper, Virginia

■ Uncivil remarks
I'd like to respond to the comment

made by Terry De Eulis in The Pulse
in the March edition of the LP News.

First, there is no such thing as a
Civil Unions plank in the current na¬
tional LP Platform.

In fact, those words are never

mentioned. This leads me to believe
that the bulk of his comment is un¬

reasoned and prejudicial.

The lp’s rightful
position on marriage
is that the govern¬

ment should have

no role in either

restricting or granting
marriage privileges.

The LFs rightful position on mar¬
riage is that the government should
have no role and make no law either

restricting or granting marriage privi¬
leges; that marriage is a private de¬
cision and contract between free in¬
dividual adults (between them and
their God if they are people of faith).

The only problem I see is that we
are nowhere near a time when the

government will give up its control
over our private choices in marriage.
And in the meantime, the choices of
gays and lesbians continue to be se¬
verely limited compared to straights.

The only lofty ideal being elevated
in Mr. De Eulis comment is the one

that the majority is somehow mor¬
ally deserving ofmore rights than this
minority. Whether Mr. De Eulis likes
it or not, this is a concept that most
libertarians find very distasteful.

There is a small outspoken num¬
ber of leaders in the Gay Rights Move¬
ment that do espouse special rights,
but the majority of actual gay and
lesbian people only want the same
rights as straights: to marry the per¬
son they love and to be considered a
couple by police, hospitals, bureau¬
crats and judges.

Gays and lesbians simply want to
be with their sick spouse in the hos¬
pital, not kicked out because they
aren't family. They simply want to
keep custody of their children, not
be harassed by local, state or federal
agencies who want to punish them
only because they are homosexual,
not for anything legally wrong
they've actually done. They simply
want to stay in their home after the
death of a spouse, not put out on
the street because the deceased

spouses family were able to easily
contest the will.
If the Libertarian Party ever stops

standing up against inequities like
these, it will cease being libertarian
at all and become just another wing
of the Republican Party.
— Allan K. Wallace

Outright Libertarians,
Atlanta, Georgia

■ Jesse blew it
On February 25, 2002, Minnesota

Governor Jesse Ventura vetoed the
2002-03 omnibus budget bill. This bill
was to address the current state fi¬
nancial crisis without raising taxes.

Along with his veto, the governor
proposes raising taxes, particularly on
gas and cigarettes, in order to en-

See MAILBOX Page 28

PULSE

Better slogan. More success.

The Libertarian Party represents freedom, responsibility, andlimited government. Libertarians know that — and America's
voters should too.

That was the sentiment expressed in a majority of the
responses to this month's unscientific Pulse question: What slogan
should the Libertarian Party officially adopt? And why?

Although some LP News readers were satisfied with the current,
unofficial party slogan, "The Party of Principle," many said that label
was too generic. After all, they noted, the Socialist Party is principled.
It's got bad principles — but principles nonetheless.

What differentiates the Libertarian Party from other parties is the
LFs core message: Liberty.

Consequently, most of the proposed slogans included the word
"Freedom" or "Liberty." Following in popularity were slogans with the
word "responsibility," or with a variation of "less government."

Besides those few common themes, however, the proposed slogans
were as divergent as the Libertarians who submitted them.

Some were short to the point of terseness; some were tongue-
tanglingly long. Some asked questions; some were flat, declarative
statements. Some focused on the party; some focused on voters. And
some were even quasi-mathematical formulas.

Here is a representative sample of responses:

■ "Defenders of Freedom." Any party can call themselves "The Party of
Principle." Different people have different principles. That's why the
current slogan doesn't advance our party as much as a new one could.
— Matt Umlor, Portage, Michigan

■ "We Believe In You." This phrase keeps buzzing around in my head,
and seems to fit the individualist focus of the party.
—Ken Parmalee, Morrow, Georgia

■ "Separate Checks, Please." As an official slogan, this may not be
especially poetic, but it does summarize a basic Libertarian tenet.
That tenet is personal responsibility and accepting the consequences,
both good and bad, for one's choices and actions without involving
others through coercion.
—M. D. Crowley, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

■ "The Party of Principle." Hey, that's what we are!
—Aaron Biterman, Beverly, Massachusetts

■ "Freedom + Responsibility = Peace & Prosperity."
—Scott Shreckhise, Roanoke, Virginia

■ "Libertarians Empower People — Not Politicians." This Jonathan
Trager [The Forum, March 2002] suggestion is great! Many Americans
think of "the government" as a protective, comforting device. If we
remind them it's a group of self-centered politicians using compulsion
to dominate others, voters might change their thinking.
—Michael Holasek, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

■ "Fighting for Freedom." These words are strong and symbolic.
"Fighting" declares our passion, while "Freedom" evokes deep-rooted
sympathies with all Americans.

—TOM HURST, Las Vegas, Nevada

■ "Out of Your Business — And Out of Your Personal Life, Too!" This is
a succinct slogan that I've thought for some time would work well fol¬
lowing any Libertarian's name, as in: "Harry Browne: 00YB-A00YPLT."

—JEFF Starkman, Tampa, Florida

■ "Liberty or Death." Patrick Henry's quote was very powerful, and
caused a lot of people to think. Just imagine seeing LP logos with
"Liberty or Death" written below. Pretty interesting.

—JOEY Dauben, 0villa, Texas

■ "Are You Ready To Be Free?" A question invites interaction — they
will not just read it and move on, and who is going to answer, "No, I
am not ready to be free?"
—David C. Alan, Washington, D.C.

■ "Traditional Ideals. New Ideas." This slogan addresses the concern
that Libertarians are a "fringe group" by aligning the LP with the
ideals most Americans hold dear, and that Libertarians offer a fresh
way of solving problems.
—Jim Lenahan, Suwanee, Gerorgia

■ "The Party of Less Government." Short, clear, and to the point. Any
questions?

—DOUG McNeil, Baltimore, Maryland
See THE PULSE Page 28
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Continued from Page 27
■ "Freedom to Pursue Life's Infinite Possibilities, Excluding the
Initiation of Force Against Others." It encompasses everything we
stand for, is current, and has built-in the criterion, ethics, and
morality for our actions.
—K.C. Blair, Lambertville, New Jersey

■ "The Party of Principle." The term "Principle" might also apply to
Socialists, but no slogan can encapsulate everything. The current
slogan should serve as a reminder to us when we may be tempted to
engage in compartmentalized, nonholistic thinking.
—Dave Hines, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

■ "Elect Libertarians: Let Us Let You Be." Our slogan should associate
our name with the possibility of election, and promise that our
successes will bring the benefit our target voters want: To be left free.
This alliterative slogan is memorable and will endure.
—Peter F. Kuntz, Orleans, Massachusetts

■ "Minimize Government to Maximize Liberty." This slogan is short,
pithy, and applies to all issues. Its advantage is that it is a slogan in
the active voice, rather than merely a label.
—David Green, Sahuarita, Arizona

■ "Liberty. Try It. You'll Like It." It's simple, direct and open, yet both
witty and now, almost rad!
—Fred Bluestone, Pembroke Pines, Florida

■ "We're Working to Protect You From Your Government." This
succinctly describes what the LP does.
—Alton Yee, Brooklyn, New York

■ "The Party of Personal Responsibility." Individual liberty and
personal responsibility are two sides of the same gold coin. Liberty
without responsibility is license. Responsibility without liberty is
bondage. Personal responsibility sets us free.
—Michael Cloud, Wayland, Massachusetts

June Questions Why join the LP?

Here's your opportunity to be part of a research "focus group"to help the party. As you may know, Libertarian Party member¬
ship has been falling over the past year. So the party is planning

to gear up a major membership recruitment drive during the second
half of 2002. In order to make it as effective as possible, we need to
better understand the reasons why people join the party. So, we turn to
you: Why did you join the Libertarian Party? To elaborate a little, which
was the most significant factor that prompted you to decide to become
a dues-paying LP member? Was it a special book? A particular argu¬
ment? A certain LP spokesperson? A particular friend or family member?
Did you join for a moral reason? A practical reason? A political reason?
Did another party disappoint you? Or did you join from the ranks of
the formerly politically apathetic? What exactly prompted you to join?

■ Question: What is the single most important factor that
convinced you to join the Libertarian Party? And why? (Please
keep your answer to 100 words or less.)
■ Deadline: May 8, 2002

May Question: Big Challenge?

In his "From the Director" column last month, LP ExecutiveDirector Steve Dasbach laid out what he considers to be the five
biggest challenges facing the Libertarian Party. Briefly, they are:

Figuring out how to deal with Americans' renewed post-September 11
"faith in government"; recognizing that we must become a major
party to achieve our objectives; restraining the "purity police" and
positioning ourselves to appeal to the entire libertarian quadrant;
ending infighting and making involvement in the LP a more positive
experience; and broadening the party beyond its traditional "middle-
aged white guy" demographic. Do you agree? If not, what is the
biggest challenge facing our party — whether political, social,
marketing, structural, strategic, tactical, or whatever — over the next
few years, leading up to the 2004 presidential election?
■ Question: What is the single biggest challenge facing the

Libertarian Party over the next few years? And why? (Keep
answer to 100 words or less.)
■ Deadline: April 8, 2002

ENTRY GUIDELINES: Include your name and your city/state;
anonymous answers won't be tallied. Enter just once per month.
■ E-mail: Bill.Winter@hq.LP.org. (Put "Pulse" in subject line.)
■ Fax: (202) 333-0072 (Attn: The Pulse).
■ Mail: Libertarian Party, Attn: LP News/The Pulse, 2600
Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20037

mmmn:
Continued from Page 27
sure that the state budget won't face
future deficits.

This is a 180-degree reversal of his
campaign position: "I will veto any
tax increase . . ."

Under the present administration,
the Minnesota state budget has grown
by over 20% to a whopping $28.2 bil¬
lion. This is in a state of less than 5
million people.

This is a 180-degree reversal of
Jessie Ventura's campaign position:
"I will cut government spending ..."

From a Libertarian perspective,
the Jesse Ventura administration is a

complete failure. With a historic op¬
portunity to redirect how the people
of Minnesota and America look at

government, he blew it completely.
Within months, he was a Status Quo
politician — and government contin¬
ued to grow.

So what can we learn from this
debacle?

1. The Libertarian message reso¬
nates with the voters, if they feel it
has any chance to win or at least
make a noise. Make no mistake: Jesse
ran on a Libertarian platform.

2. Jesse Ventura's fame and noto¬

riety was the assurance that point one
was met. Voters need that assurance
or they will leave us.

3. Voters really don't want to be
spoilers. They want to vote for win¬
ners and candidates with a chance.

4. We Libertarians must get fa¬
mous. Developing Libertarian brand
recognition is important, but we must
develop personalities.

Carla Howell is the best example
that I can think of. She put her per¬
sonal life on hold, and in five years
she is now getting famous. More of
us Libertarians must follow Carla's ex¬

ample. Getting famous is hard work
and it is a sacrifice — but this may
be the next important thing to do.
— COLIN WILKINSON

Shakopee, Minnesota

■ The third way
There is currently a debate going

on in the Libertarian Party about at
which level we should be running
candidates. Some are in favor of as
"full slate" as is possible. Some are
in favor of "local only" candidates.

While both of these models have
their own strengths and weaknesses
neither will get us to the place where
we want to be.

Over a recent weekend, I attended
a workshop by Don Gorman of New
Hampshire. The first day was OK. We
learned by doing and watching oth¬
ers doing. The second day was a waste
of time. When he started his two-hour

presentation on why we should run
'local only" candidates I walked out.

This is not a viable solution. For
one thing it restricts people to what
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- Ken Schooland
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others want.
In Florida for example, if a per¬

son wants to run for any higher of¬
fice, he would not be allowed to. If
such a person cannot be talked out
of it, that person will be denied the
use of the Libertarian name in their
efforts to run for the office.

This is the currently proposed
model for Florida. In many areas, the
state party is shrinking for lack of
attention. In only six locations is it
growing at acceptable rates or at all.
It is disappearing in some areas.

There's a third model. Local candi¬
dates with a "Top of Ticket" candidate.

In many states this year the gov¬
ernor or a U.S. Senator is up for elec¬
tion. Such a candidate — governor,
U.S. Senator, or president — can tie
the local candidates together.
If the state parties were to pur¬

sue such a model, I believe they would
make the best use of limited resources

and grow the party much faster than
the two current proposals.
— John Wayne Smith

Leesburg, Florida

In 2000, WE RAN

1,400+ candidates.
This is great — but
most of these were

for state or federal
office where we are

not competitive.

■ Local races
As one of the Libertarian candi¬

dates who won last year, I was very
happy to see that 2001 was our most
successful year for winning elections.
However, looking over the last few
years, I see a problem.

In 2000, we ran 1,400+ candi¬
dates. This is great — but most of
these were for state and federal of¬
fices, where we are not competitive
yet. In 2001 we only ran about 247
candidates in local elections.

It may be more impressive to say
you're a candidate for Congress rather
than town council, but which do you
have a realistic chance of winning?

The Libertarian Party is not a
membership club. It's a political party.
The goal of the party must be to win
elections.

There is nothing wrong with run¬
ning for governor, senate, Congress,
or state house. We need these candi¬
dates, and we should support them
as much as we can.

But by and large we can't expect
the voters to trust us to run a state

or the nation until we prove we can
run a town, city or county, and we
can't expect our activist to stay with
us if we aren't going anywhere.
If we are going to increase the

number of elected Libertarians to over

500 by 2004, we need to start win¬
ning more local elections.
If the 1,400+ candidates we ran

in 2,000 had run in 2001 as well, how
many would be in office right now?
We don't know, but more candidates
almost always means more victories.
If you are a candidate for office

this year, I wish you the best of luck.
You are advancing the cause of lib¬
erty. But if you don't win, please con¬
sider running for local office next
year. Let's start winning more elec¬
tions — and grow the party.
— Brandon Magoon

Erie, Pennsylvania

■ Leadership role
I'd like to see more focus on the

privatization of Social Security in LP
News as this is an issue I think we

can use to bring a lot of people into
the Libertarian movement.

Almost everyone pays into Social
Security and it is the largest segment
of the federal government's expan¬
sion of powers.

Privatization looks a whole lot
better than the other alternatives,
which are to cut benefits or raise
taxes. If the LP takes a leadership role
on this issue, I think we will win big
in the long run.

This issue is so much easier to

bring people into the Libertarian way
of thinking than the drug issue.

Even though 60% of the people
have tried drugs, only 25% or less
use drugs on a regular basis. This
means 75% of the people are not real

See THE MAILBOX Page 29
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motivated to change the current drug
laws, because it doesn't affect them
directly like the Social Security issue
does.
— Ron Goodman

Carlisle, Pennsylvania

■ Put drugs aside
I am writing this because of the

many letters in the March LP News of
a similar opinion.

I only recently joined the LP be¬
cause there is no other party I feel is
worth joining, that holds any hope
for America. I was Republican, but
am finally giving up on them, for too
many reasons to go into here.

The one thing that kept me from
joining sooner is the LP cry for legal¬
ization of drugs. It was, and contin¬
ues to be, a scary proposition to me,
and also to many other non-LP
people. I think it also makes the LP
look foolish.

(Let me stop for a moment to say
that I fully understand the federal
government's power grab under the
banner of the "War on Drugs," and
our continual loss of Constitutional

rights. No doubt, this is a serious
problem and needs to be corrected.)

However, this drug legalization
theme has been my biggest obstacle
in getting friends and associates to

come on board with the LP. Without
fail, the first thing out of their
mouths is something like, "They're
the ones who want to legalize drugs.
I don't want any part of that."

This position that the LP is tak¬
ing is, quite frankly, offensive to
many people, myself included.

My opinion is that the LP needs
to abandon this issue of drug legal¬
ization, and stop throwing this ma¬
jor stumbling block in the way of
potential LP members. We have too
many other good things to offer to
lose members over this.

We need members and we need to

get Libertarians elected. Let's put this
drug thing aside, and take a position
that the American people can under¬
stand and fully embrace.
— Sam borso

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

■ Too costly
To my fellow Libertarians I would

say one thing: Do not start a war on
bad drug laws — it would be too
costly.

Use your war chest to get more
Libertarians elected and get a larger
membership base. Continue to edu¬
cate those who are fighting drugs and
supporting drug laws. You would then
operate from a more powerful posi¬
tion and a larger voter base.

I would rather see an epidemic of
Leadville, Colorado city councils
across America. I would rather see us

get back our torn and tattered Con¬
stitution and our Bill of Rights.

Be patient and persevering. Pick
and choose targets of opportunity.
— Samuel Zand

Red Bank, New Jersey

This card-carrying,
freedom-loving, Bible-
believing, red-blooded

American would

rather see nuclear war

than for the USA to
kowtow to terrorists.

■ Geo-politics
In the MailBox of the March issue

of LP News is a letter by Ian Bernard
in which he states: "It amazes me how

many of the letters . . . support the
war [against terrorism]."

I must respond as I'm one of those
hawkish letter-writers.

This card-carrying, freedom-lov¬
ing, Bible-believing, red-blooded
American would rather see nuclear
war than for the U.S.A. to kowtow to

terrorists.

Sorry, I am not interested in Ayn
Rand's theoretical analysis of the his¬
torical philosophy of epicurean inter¬
ventionism, what Thomas Szasz may
have deemed to be psychologically
correct, Von Mises' thesis, or what the
other great Libertarians theorized.

My stance is simple: America is my
country and with all its flaws and
faults we are the best nation on the
face of the Earth today; moreover I
love my country more than theoreti¬
cal Libertarian geo-politics.

The irony is the Libertarians al¬
ways want to privatize. Well, here you
got it: a war on America by a private
(not public) army.

Yes, the readership is more hawk¬
ish than the leadership, and this
points to only one logical conclusion:
Our current leadership should be put
out to pasture!
— FRED BLUESTONE

Century Village, Florida

■ Repugnant view
I often engage people in political

discussions to promote the solid eco¬
nomic principles underlying much
of the Libertarian platform. In such
discussions, it is usually easy to
reveal a surprisingly large area of
agreement with many Libertarian
principles.

However, after reading Harry
Browne's piece, "What has the war in
Afghanistan really accomplished for
the U.S.?" [The Forum, February
2002], I will approach political dis-

The
Power of
Just One
Signature

M#o you think our government
has gotten too big and too powerful?
Do you think a maze of bureaucrats
and politicians are chipping away at
the freedoms Americans used to take

for granted? Do you think the Bill

Libertarian PartyMembership/
□ YES !Sign me up today as a proud, dues-
paying member of the Libertarian Party!
I'll receive 12 monthly issues of LP News, and a membership card.

I'd like to be a Libertarian Party member in the following category:
□ $1,000 Life Member
□ $500 Patron
□ $250 Sponsor
□ $100 Sustaining Member
□ $25 Basic Member

The Libertarian Party Is the party of principle. To publicly affirm
what we believe—and to ensure that our party never strays from our
principles—we ask our members to proudly sign this statement:
I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means

of achieving political or social goals.

Signature required for membership

Payment
□ To help you in your important
work for liberty, I have enclosed
an additional donation of:

Total payment enclosed

$
□ Check/money order enclosed.
(No corporate checks, please.)
Or: Bill my □ Visa QAMEX
□ MasterCard □ Discover

acct. #

of Rights is being silently repealed
— one precious freedom at a time?

If so, you can help
change that by Joining the
Libertarian Party! We're the
only political party that is fighting
— with 100% of our energy — to
lower taxes, to reduce the size of

government, and to defend the Bill
of Rights. With your support — and
your proud signature on this member¬
ship form — we can work harder
than ever to build a powerful
political force for freedom.

But we need your help
to do it. Join us today!

Subscription
□ Enclosed is $25. I'd rather not join just yet. Instead, please sign
me up for a one-year subscription to LP News (12 monthly issues).

Name & Address SOURCE CODE: 2002-0009

Name

ADDRESS

City STATE Zip

Home Phone work phone

employer Occupation

! Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing
* address, and occupation and name of employer for each individual
I whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.
L

Expires

Signature for Credit Card payment

□ l'd like to support the Libertar¬
ian Party on a more regular basis.
Please send me information about
your monthly Pledge Program —

and the benefits for joining.

Make checks payable to:

LIBERTARIAN
PARTY
2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037
Phone: (202) 333-0008
Fax: (202) 333-0072 • www.LP.org

cussion with a somewhat sheepish
attitude.

Harry has broadcast what I am
sure is an extremely unpopular posi¬
tion and one that I personally find
repugnant.
— Dan Lowe

Encinatis, California

■ Take our lumps
Your February issue included

Harry Browne's opinion on America's
action in response to 9-11, and let¬
ters from party members expressing
the exact opposite opinion.

While I agree with Mr. Browne's
thoughts, I also understand the an¬
ger and patriotism that prompted
those letters in opposition.

What continues to elude me in
this controversy is the outrage and
indignation for the attack upon us.

Do these fine folks think that
America can supply guns to Israel for
50 years, which Israel used to make
war on Arabs and take their lands,
and no response would or should be
expected from the Arabs?

Do these folks think America can

invade Arab lands at will, station
troops in Saudi Arabia, Bosnia, Serbia,
bomb Yugoslavia — and no type of
reaction would happen against us?

I do not agree with their belief
that America has a right or duty to
do any of this, but I understand and
respect their opinion. However it is
only logical that such actions will
bring a counter action.

And when it comes let's not act

outraged and indignant, let's take our
lumps as the cost of doing business.
— Don Branch

Kissimmee, Florida

■ Completely disagree
I completely disagree with Mr.

Browne's position on the war in Af¬
ghanistan.

The Taliban and al Qaida are the
targets in Afghanistan, not the op¬
pressed citizens. Al Qaida is made up
of terrorists, mostly Pakistanis, Sau¬
dis, Egyptians and other foreign radi¬
cals, not native Afghans. We have as
much right to be there as they do.

Besides the surgical bombing
strikes, which are mostly away from
populated areas, we are also dropping
supplies to the needy and mostly
homeless Afghans. I believe we are
the first nation to give assistance to
them in this way in many years.

As to arresting the Taliban and al
Qaida leaders, how else could it be
handled? It wouldn't make much
sense to send a police cruiser with a
couple of U.S. Marshals in it.

What is needed is exactly what
President Bush is doing. Surgical mili¬
tary strikes, assisting the Northern
Alliance, and then maintaining a
peaceful, friendly government there
until they can be stabilized.

We need no more unfriendly gov¬
ernments in the area; there are al¬
ready more than enough.

President Bush is correct in say¬
ing that this is a job that will take
years. These are radical religious fa¬
natics who are eager to die for the
gift of 73 virgins. We should accom¬
modate them.
— Gilbert Forte

Bristol, Vermont
See THE MAILBOX Page 30
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fithcoming

■ April 27, 2002
Alaska LP Convention, Alaska Choice Inn Motel, Wasilla. Speakers
include Barry Klein (director, Houston, Texas Property Rights Associa¬
tion). For information, e-mail: lpchair@ak.net

■ May 3-5, 2002
Foundation for Economic Education (FEE) National Convention
and 30th Anniversary Gala Celebration of Laissez Faire Books, Bally's/
Paris Resort Hotels, Las Vegas, Nevada. Features workshops, panels,
and debates. $175 per person, $45 per student. For information, visit:
www.FEEnationalconvention.org.

■ May 9, 2002
Cato Institute's 25th Anniversary Gala, Washington Hilton & Towers
Hotel, Washington, DC. For information, visit: www.cato.org.

■ May 17-19, 2002
Michigan LP Convention, Marriott Hotel, Troy. Speakers include
George Getz (LP Press Secretary). For information, call Greg Dirasian:
(248) 592-9731. Or e-mail: gdirasian@lpmich.org.

■ May 17-19, 2002
Colorado LP Convention, National Mining Hall of Fame & Museum,
Leadville. Speakers include Bill Masters (San Miguel County sheriff and
author, Drug War Addiction), L. Neil Smith (award-winning science
fiction author), Wayne Laugesen (editor, Boulder Weekly), Ed Quillen
(columnist, Denver Post), and Emma Phillips (Families Against
Mandatory Minimums). For information, e-mail: ari@co-freedom.com.
Or call: (303) 412-8356. Or visit: www.lpcolorado.org/lp2002/.

■ May 17-19, 2002
Missouri LP Convention, Ramada Inn, Jefferson City. Speakers
include Jeff Foli (Libertarian mayor, Chillicothe), Vin Suprynowicz
(syndicated columnist), Dr. Mary Ruwart (author, Healing Our World),
and Marc Brandi (National LP Campus Coordinator). For information,
visit: www.st-charles.lpmo.org.

■ June 7-9, 2002
New Mexico Lr convention, HoUday Inn, Santa Fe. SpeaKers include
Rick Stanley (U.S. Senate candidate, Colorado), Willy Marshall (mayor,
Big Water, Utah), Clyde Preston (We The People), and Bruce Bush (Drug
Policy Alliance). For information, call: (505) 330-7713. Or e-mail:
nm_libertarian@yahoo.com.

■ June 7-9, 2002
Texas LP Convention, Market Center Embassy Suites Hotel, Dallas.
Speakers TBA. For information, call Nancy Neale : (512) 263-1681. Or
e-mail: torchess@austin.rr.com.

■ July 3-7, 2002
Libertarian National Convention, Marriott Indianapolis Downtown
Hotel, Indianapolis, Indiana. Speakers include David Brin (award¬
winning science fiction author and futurist), David Nolan (LP founder),
Steve Dillon (chairman, NORML), David Bergland (1984 LP presidential
candidate), Harry Browne (2000 LP presidential candidate), Mary
Ruwart (author, Healing Our World), Neal Boortz (radio talk show host),
Don Gorman (former New Hampshire legislator), Sharon Harris (presi¬
dent, Advocates for Self-Government), Phil Miller (Greenfield, Indiana
city councilman), Carla Howell (Massachusetts gubernatorial candidate),
Ed Thompson (Wisconsin gubernatorial candidate), Michael Cloud
(Libertarian persuasion expert), and Bill Masters (Colorado Sheriff). For
information, visit: www.LP.org/con/2002. Or call: (800) 272-1776.

■ July 28-August 1, 2002
International Society for Individual Liberty (ISIL) World Confer¬
ence, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Speakers include John McClaughry
(author, The Vermont Papers), Enrique Ghersi (co-author, The Other
Path), Dr. Martin Krause (dean, ESEADE school, Argentina), Ken
Schoolland (author, The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible), and
Rigoberto Stewart (co-founder, Movimiento Libertario, Costa Rica). For
information, visit: www.ISIL.org. Or call: (707) 746-8796.

■ August 15-18, 2002
"Toward a Free and Virtuous Society" Student Conference, West
Cornwall, Connecticut. Sponsored by the Acton Institute. Features an
"introduction to the principles of liberty" for students of religion,
theology, philosophy, and related fields. For information, call: (616)
454-3080. Or visit: www.acton.org.

■ October 3-6, 2002
"Toward a Free and Virtuous Society" Student Conference, North
Bend, Washington. Sponsored by the Acton Institute. An "introduction
to the principles of liberty" for students of religion, theology, and phil¬
osophy. For information, call: (616) 454-3080. Or visit: www.acton.org.
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■ Shocked, appalled
I was shocked and appalled to read

Harry Browne's editorial.
The fact is that national defense

is one of the few legitimate functions
of the federal government. I not only
expect, I demand that some of my
hard earned tax-dollars be spent pro¬
tecting my life and property from
attacks by hostile foreign powers.

Whether those powers are recog¬
nized national governments or not is
of little concern to me. I will whole¬

heartedly support any effort to hunt
down those who would attack and kill

my family and fellow citizens.
It is true, however, that U.S. for¬

eign policy has had its fair share of
blunders, pointless interventions, and
entanglements. Yes, we ought to re¬
duce our level of involvement in the

world's hot-spots.
But now is not the time. We did

not start this war, whatever Mr. Brown
and his friends on the Berkeley City
Council may have to say, but we have
every right to wage it and win it.

Although we must never initiate
force to achieve our political goals,
we must sometimes react with force
to protect ourselves.
— Aaron Froke

Santa Cruz, California

■ Hawkish naivete
I am struck by a major problem of

naivete among libertarians, particu¬
larly "hawkish" ones.

Are these people aware of the
kinds of things our government does
in our name all over the world?

Though mostly to be found in re¬
search written by folks leaning to the
political left such as Howard Zinn and

Noam Chomsky, it would seem at least
highly plausible that our nation has
broken American and international
laws, violated our own Constitution,
and taken a role around the world as

the supporter of brutal right-wing
dictatorships or regimes such as the
Contras in Nicaragua.

This means that our government
undoes sovereign foreign govern¬
ments, often with violence, to make
it possible for U.S.-controlled corpo¬
rations to make a better profit in
doing business overseas. And, since
we pay for it, it makes us taxpayers
complicit killers of innocents.

What happened in New York broke
my heart. However the number of
people killed in that attack doesn't
even begin to approach the number
of people who have been deprived of
their lives in the name of our outra¬

geous and merciless foreign policy.
Harry Browne and others who our

foreign policy for what it is.
— Jim Funk

Oakland, California

National defense, the Libertarian way
Continued from Page 26
tic Missile Treaty to pave the way for
such a system — but the truth is the
treaty has already become obsolete.
Since the Soviet Union no longer ex¬
ists, that treaty is effectively null and
void.

To defend the American people
against foreign dictators and other
countries with nuclear capabilities,
including China and North Korea, the
government should institute an ef¬
fective missile defense system imme¬
diately.

■ End Selective Service. Con¬
cerned about the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, President Carter insti¬
tuted peacetime draft registration in
1980. At a cost of about $25 million
per year, the Selective Service pro¬
gram requires all American males to
register for the draft at 18 years of
age.

The draft not only violates fun¬
damental libertarian principles, it is
wholly unnecessary. Just ask the Pen¬
tagon. In 1993, it issued a report stat¬
ing that Selective Service could be
ended with "no effect on military
mobilization requirements, little ef¬
fect on the time it would take to
mobilize and no measurable effect on

military recruitment."
U.S. Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX) has in¬

troduced a bill, HR 1597, that would
repeal the Military Selective Service
Act. The bill, currently pending in the
House Armed Services Committee,
should be enacted into law without

delay.
Exactly how big would the mili-
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tary be in a Libertarian America?
That's a genuine point of contention
among even the most resolute sup¬
porters of limited government.

However, considering America ac¬
counts for one-third of world mili¬

tary expenditures — more than
double that of Britain, France, Ger¬
many, and Japan combined — it
could certainly be made considerably
smaller without jeopardizing our na¬
tional security.

In 1997, when the
U.S. military budget
was nearly $270 bil¬
lion, Cato's Doug
Bandow proposed cut¬
ting it to $170 billion.
Harry Browne theo¬
rized that a military
budget of $100 billion
would be sufficient.

Whatever the ulti¬
mate number, most
Libertarians would

probably support an
immediate one-third
reduction — after

withdrawing our
troops from every comer of the globe
— saving U.S. taxpayers over $100
billion per year.

If the American military is used
to police the planet, it certainly does
require a huge, ever-growing budget.

But if the military is used for the
sole purpose of defending American
citizens — as was intended — the
defense budget can be substantially
reduced, without jeopardizing the
safety of America.
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Libertarian Candidate for President

P.O. Box 1414, Alta Loma, CA 91701-8414
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More than 32,000

Libertarians
Could Be Reading

YOUR
Advertisement
Right Now.
^

But they’re not. ■ Right now, those 32,000
Libertarians could be learning about the
benefits of your book, political product, tee-
shirts, or service. But they’re not. ■ Those
32,000 Libertarians — who are passionate
about liberty, politics, current events, and new
technology — could be making a decision to
call your 800#, or visit your website. But
they’re not...yet. ■ Want to reach those
32,000 Libertarians? Now is the time to do it,
and LP News is the most cost-efficient way to
make it happen. For an advertising package,
call Bill Winter at (202) 333-£)008 Ext. 226.
■ You could be calling right now. Are you?

Order over
the Web at
www.lpwi.org
or by Phone at
(800)236-9236
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Bill OF RIGHTS SHIRT
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Pre-Shrunk

100% Cotton t-shirt
Sizes M,L,XL,2X
Order by Mail
Send 14.95 To:

Libertarian Party
PO Box 20815

Greenfield, W1 53220

Legalize ~
mm-l _ Tee-Shirts

and Bumper
ftW 1 Stickers!

When it comes to Freedom, silence is neither goldennor wise. Express Yourself. Legalize Freedom Bumper
Stickers: $2.00 each. Legalize Freedom Tee-Shirts: $10.00
each. Sticker: Black lettering on white vinyl. Tee-Shirt: Black
lettering silk-screened onto Hanes 100% Cotton Beefy Tee,
M/Lg/XL. Shipped P.O. Priority Mail: $2.00 postage each
package. Expect 4-6 weeks delivery. Make checks payable to:
Martin Belkin, P.O. Box 350357, Brooklyn, New York 11235
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■ April 5-7, 2002
Libertarian International Spring Convention, IBIS Paris lesia Montpar¬
nasse Hotel, Paris, France. For information, visit: www.libertarian.to.

■ April 6, 2002
Massachusetts LP Convention, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Woburn. Speakers
include Gary Johnson (New Mexico governor), John R. Lott, Jr. (author,
More Gunsr Less Crime), Bob Burg (marketing guru), Richard and liana
Freedman (liberty Land Trust), and Sharon Harris (president, Advocates
for Self-Government). For information, visit: www.lpma.org.

■ April 6, 2002
Kentucky LP Convention, Owl Creek Lodge, Louisville. Speakers include
Dr. Richard Pearl (State Chair, Tennessee LP) and Mark Rutherford
(member, LNC). For information, call: (502) 254-3975 or (888) KYLIB76.

■ April 6, 2002
Virginia LP Convention, Omni Hotel, Richmond. Speakers include
James W. Lark (National LP Chairman). For information call: Marianne
Volpe at: (703) 960-2973. Or e-mail: Secretary@LPVA.com.

■ April 12-14, 2002
Ohio LP Convention, Quaker Square Hotel, Akron. Speakers TBA. For
information, call: (614) 221-4876. E-mail: Headquarters@LPO.org.

■ April 13, 2002
Maine LP Convention, HoUday Inn Express Hotel & Suites, Saco.
Speakers include Amity Shales (editorial board member, Wall Street
Journal) and Sue Blevins (president, Institute for Health Freedom). For
information, visit: www.lpmaine.com. .., .

■ April 13-14, 2002
Alabama LP Convention, Radisson Hotel, Birmingham. Speakers include
Dr. Jimmy Blake (Birmingham City Council), Carla Howell (Massachusetts
gubernatorial candidate), and James W. Lark (National LP Chair). For
information, call: (205) 328-8683. Or e-mail: gallatin76@aol.com.

■ April 13-14, 2002
New York LP Convention, Sheraton Four Points Hotel, Rochester.
Speakers include Dr. Jennifer Daniels (past candidate for Syracuse
mayor). For information, call Steve Healey: (585) 529-9354. Or e-mail:
easterofl916@runbox.com.

■ April 13, 2002
Wisconsin LP Convention, Alliant Energy Center, Madison. Speakers
include Ed Thompson (gubernatorial candidate), Gary Johnson (governor,
New Mexico), John Sylvester (radio talk show host), and Vin Suprynowicz
(columnist). For information, e-mail Bob Collison at: tumormanl@aol.com.

■ April 18-20, 2002
National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML)
Conference, Crowne Plaza Union Square Hotel, San Francisco, California.
Speakers include State Senator John Vasconcellos (D-San Jose), David
Boaz (Cato Institute), and Ethan Nadelmann (executive director,
Lindesmith Center/Drug Policy Alliance). For information, call: (888) 67-
NORML. Or visit: www.norml.org.

■ April 21, 2002
Vermont LP Convention, Capitol Plaza Hotel & Conference Center,
Montpelier. Speakers TBA. For information, visit: www.vtlp.org.

■ April 25-28, 2002
"Toward a Free and Virtuous Society" Student Conference, Lake
Bluff, Illinois. Sponsored by the Acton Institute. Features an "introduc¬
tion to the principles of liberty" for students of religion, theology, and
philosophy. For information, call: (616) 454-3080. Or visit: www.acton.org.

■ April 26-28, 2002
Indiana LP Convention, Radisson Hotel City Centre, Indianapolis.
Speakers include Geoff Neale and Eli Israel (candidates for National LP
Chair), and Brian Bex (Remnant Trust and American Communications
Network). For information, call: (317) 920-1994. Or e-mail: lpinhq@lpin.org.
For more Upcoming Events, see page 30
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"Angry voters [are] turning to Libertarians. Brian Vargus,
a political science professor at Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis likens the upsurge in Libertarian¬
ism to the Ross Perot campaign of 1992: Where else can
a fed-up person turn to? 'In the last few years/ he says,
'I've had more and more students tell me they're Liber¬
tarians. They're mad at both the Republicans and Demo¬
crats. They want to send a message.' "

— Will Higgins, The Indianapolis Star, February 4, 2002

"In the Western United States, the large L' Liber¬
tarian Party is strong enough to play the spoiler. On
several occasions, including the 1998 U.S. Senate
race in Nevada, the Libertarian candidates polled
more votes than separated the losing Republican
from the winning Democrat."
— UPI's Capital Comment, February 5, 2002
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