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JAL Defends Albemarle
Property Rights
by Dave Briggman, John Munchmeyer, James W. Lark, III

The Jefferson Area Libertarians held the “Rally ‘Round the Flag for the Restoration of
Property Rights” on February 22. The Rally was originally scheduled for February 1st,
however it was postponed because of the Space Shuttle Discovery disaster.

The event was held in response to Albemarle County having ordered the franchise owner of the
Arby’s Restaurant at Forest Lakes Shopping Mall, Tom Delaney Slonaker, to remove an Arby’s
flag outside of his store and charging Slonaker with violating zoning laws designed to preserve the
aesthetic integrity of the community and with parking his Arby’s truck within sight of Route 29
North. 

Mr. Slonaker, a well-known radio and television broadcaster, was found guilty of the charges in
the Albemarle County and was fined. Fighting the abuse of property rights, Slonaker had appealed
the conviction to Albemarle Circuit Court where he would have received a new trial, however the
charges were dropped prior to the Rally.

In a letter to Albemarle County Administrator, Amelia G. McCulley, Slonaker wrote: “I will also
fly the UVA flag, our state flag, and any other flag which shows our pride in America’s freedoms,
which you seem so intent to abolish.”

Slonaker resorted to paid advertising in order to inform the public of the property rights issue after
The Daily Progress, Charlottesville’s newspaper, declined to print any of his Letters to the Editor.
Slonaker has received widespread support from other local business owners.

The Rutherford Institute, based in Charlottesville provided defense services to Slonaker and John
Whitehead, Director, said “There’s no way they can enforce this thing...You can’t ban free
speech.”

PHOTOS BY BECKY DAVIS, THE CAVALIER DAILY (USED WITH PERMISSION)

The “offending” vehicle, which is barred from
parking in sight of Route 29 in Albemarle County.

An unidentified attendee at the JAL’s “Rally
‘Round the Flag” property rights.
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Richmond
Goes Weekly
by Leonard Harris

In order to do more and become more
influential on the local political scene, the
Richmond Area Libertarians have begun

weekly Friday evening meetings. The meet-
ings are a combination of an informal business
meeting and a social hour. At the start of each
meeting there is a 30-45 minute business
meeting where the status of current projects
are discussed and new projects are proposed.
Afterwards attendees kick back and relax with
their fellow Libertarians.

The Richmond Area Libertarians is an
umbrella group promoting individual liberty
throughout the Richmond area. For the past
ten years it has operated the Patrick Henry
Supper Club. In recent months the attendance
at the Supper Club meetings has grown.
Leonard T. Harris, President of the Richmond
Area Libertarians and Chairman of the
Libertarian Party of Henrico County, observes
“Over the last six months, we have seen aver-
age attendance go from 5-10 people to 20-30
people at the monthly meetings. Now is the
time to take Libertarian activism to the next
level.”

See “Richmond”, Continued on Page 5

EElleecctteedd  EEdduuccaattiioonn
by Dan Carey

When Libertarians gather in person or electronically to speak of strategy, the phrase “voter educa-
tion” is almost invariably brought up. The assumption is that we must educate voters about liber-
tarian ideas and ideals if we want them to vote for Libertarian candidates. This is both true and a
laudable goal.

It is not, however, very efficient.

Outreach to thousands of voters is an expensive and daunting proposition for a small political
party. Measuring success is difficult,  especially when the LP is not fielding candidates in every
available race.

So I propose an additional action: “representer education.”  We should be reaching out to those
people who have been elected and be coaxing them to begin thinking along libertarian lines.  The
goal of this activity is not to get a representative to join the LP (although that would be great if it
were to happen). Rather, the goal is get the official to think about Freedom and Liberty in capital-
letter terms. We want them to consider how their day-to-day or week-to-week legislative and
administrative decisions promote or inhibit Freedom. I personally do not believe that most elect-
ed officials and bureaucrats are part of a Grand Socialist Conspiracy; it just seems that way from
the results. It is instead the case that socialist thinking has just become so mainstream that it is dif-
ficult for them to realize they are doing it. We want to help them achieve a pradigm shift.

The Virginia Beach LP has one or more guest speakers at each general meeting, and we have had
both local- and state-level elected representatives grace us with a 20-30 minute speech and/or
Q&A period. That in itself is all well and good, but sometimes the questions get a bit prickly
because we Libertarians are Just Fed Up with whatever it is the politician or bureaucrat is doing.
This prickliness is not helpful to our cause, and may lead other invitees not to accept invitations
to appear.

When we extend an invitation to an elected official or someone in the public sector, we should pro-
vide in advance some questions we would like to see addressed, so the person will not suspect that
we are trying to blindside them. And one of those advance questions should always be: “What
have you done to promote or protect freedom lately?”  

I suspect this question will be a bit of a shock to the recipient, because politicians typically hear a
laundry list of things that people want done, regardless of the consequences to individual freedom.
We are asking them something completely different. I also suspect their initial answer to the ques-
tion will not be satisfactory to Libertarian sensibilities.  We must be patient. We are asking them
to change years of habitual thought patterns. We must calmly and rationally point out why the
answer is not to the point, and make non-combative suggestions as to what might be done.  By
consistent, encouraging exposure to freedom-oriented thinking, politicians might just begin to hes-
itate before reflexively supporting a “government solution” the impact of which is worse than the
original problem.

“Elected education” has many attractive attributes. It is cheap: politicians love to make public
appearances and will usually do so for free. It is targeted: instead of trying to get your message out
to hundreds or hundreds of thousands of people, the LP only has to talk to a couple dozen people
(at most). It is practical: in a political system which stacks the deck against big-L Libertarians, we
can encourage small-L libertarian thinking among those already in a position to influence laws,
policies and programs. It is evangelical: it may be easier to get a friend to come to an LP meeting
to quiz the mayor than it is to get them to come to a meeting to hear about Objectivist philosophy
or the free-market alternatives to public education.

Encourage your local LP affiliate to give “representer education” a try. Let’s see if we can’t over-
come some of our weakness at the ballot box by indulging in some philosophical virus work.
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HRLP Challenges Statewide
Ban on Guns on Public
Colleges and Universities
by Dave Briggman

Less than two weeks after the HRLP had been recognized as an “official” affiliate of the
Libertarian Party of Virginia, we had already engaged in and easily won our first challenge
— the weapons policy of Blue Ridge Community College, based in Weyers Cave, Virginia.

I’m a second year student a Blue Ridge, a veteran, and a former law enforcement officer within
the Commonwealth. I also possess a concealed handgun permit. Arriving late to class in January
from a visit to a local shooting range, I opted to bring my handgun into class rather than leaving
it unsecured in my car. After a rather heated discussion on Constitutional rights, I spoke privately
to a female classmate advising her that I am a “firm believer in the Second Amendment at all
times.” The student never saw the weapon.

My classmate (who, by the way, wishes to enter the United States Secret Service but doesn’t wish
to carry a firearm) called our class instructor that very night at home. The instructor then called
the Department Chairman who, in turn, spoke with the Vice President of the College, Mr. Robert
Baldygo. Mr. Baldygo and I previously met prior to last November’s election when I questioned
the use of State employees on State time soliciting students to vote for the Education Bond refer-
endum and the offering of a free semester of classes to those who were registering to vote through
the efforts of the college. Baldygo directed the Department Chair to contact me.

Upon contacting me, the Department Chairman, Dr. Paul Lee, asked if I had carried a gun into
class and when I answered in the affirmative, Lee told me that the college’s policy was that only
current law enforcement officers and those officers who have retired with greater than 15 years of
duty were allowed to carry weapons on campus. Lee also asked if I had any intent to carry the
weapon on campus in the future. Because I answered “yes,” Lee said that he and Baldygo wished
to meet with me.

I looked to Virginia law and to members of the VCDL (Virginia Citizens Defense League) to
ensure I was on proper legal footing prior to the meeting and I felt that I was. At the meeting,
Baldygo again expressed his interpretation of the college’s policy and I felt that this was contrary
to Virginia law — let alone the College’s written policy so I advised them I didn’t agree with their
interpretation and requested they consult with the Office of the Attorney General. At their request,
I agreed to not carry for a period of seven days. On February 4, I received an email from Baldygo,
advising me that the Office of the Attorney General concurred with my interpretation of the Blue
Ridge Community College weapons policy. He also advised me that the current policy was now
under review.

While awaiting a reply from Blue Ridge, I began researching the policies of all public colleges and
universities within Virginia and found that the policies are not uniform, were created by various
staff at the colleges and were likely not reviewed by the Office of the Attorney General prior to
their implementation. All public colleges and universities ban the possession of concealed hand-
guns by those with lawfully-issued concealed handgun permits, which is contrary to Virginia law.

On the basis of my research, I requested that Delegate Chris Saxman (R) of the 20th District make
an official request for an Opinion from the Office of the Attorney General. The request seeks to
ascertain whether public colleges and universities within the Commonwealth have the ability to
create policies or regulations which are contrary to Virginia law, specifically, whether colleges and
universities can ban the legal possession of concealed handguns on the campus of a state school.
I believe that a recent Opinion from the Attorney General applies to other State agencies as well.
In that Opinion, issued in September, 2002, in response to a request by Delegate Black, the ques-
tion was whether concealed permit holders could be legally prohibited from carrying in a state
park by the managing agency. The AG said that such regulation was in violation of Virginia law;
and on February 12, Governor Warner abandoned the policy.

Victory in
Henrico
by Leonard Harris

Henrico’s gun ban in County parks was
lifted in a 4-1 vote on Tuesday
February 25, 2003. The change is

effective immediately and allows Concealed
Handgun Permit holders to carry a concealed
handgun in county parks. Since 1987 the
County has forbid all handguns. “This is a
major step forward” says Leonard T. Harris,
Chairman of the Libertarian Party of Henrico
County (LPHC).

The Board first considered lifting the ban in
October 2002 after the Virginia Citizen's
Defense League (www.vcdl.org) complained
about the ban. Unfortunately at the October
meeting the Board postponed the issued until
February.

In response to the delay, LPHC members,
Leonard T. Harris, David Lively, and Omar
Hassan organized members to speak in favor
of the repeal during the general public com-
ment time at the next several meetings. The
LPHC also ran a postcard campaign.

After the four month delay the Board finally
took up the issue again. There was much pub-
lic comment. LP members Omar Hassan,
Jesse Doland, Dennis O’Connor, and Bill
Griggs all gave eloquent arguments in favor of
lifting the ban. There were approximately 30-
40 VCDL members and 10-15 LP members in
the audience wearing VCDL’s orange “Guns
save Lives” cards. “In the end everyone’s hard
work paid off. The Board decided to make the
parks safer and return some of our freedoms.

LPVA members, such as Leonard Harris, work
with the VCDL to overturn Henrico ban.
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Richmond 
Celebrates
10 
by Chuck Eby

On February 3rd, 2003, the Patrick
Henry Supper Club of Richmond cel-
ebrates its tenth anniversary. On

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 1993, the first major
meeting of the Patrick Henry Supper Club
took place at the Morrison's Cafeteria on
Midlothian Turnpike. The speaker was Dick
Boddie, prominent Libertarian activist and
candidate for the 1992 LP presidential nomi-
nation. Roughly 50 people attended the event.

Since then the Supper Club has met on a
monthly basis, either the first Wednesday or
first Tuesday of each month. The events have
usually featured quality speakers, including
many of national reputation within the
Libertarian community. February’s speaker is
Steve Simpson of the Institute for Justice in
Washington, D.C. His address is entitled,
“The Rise of Special Interest Legislation.”

In addition to providing interesting speakers,
the Supper Club has given Richmond-area
Libertarians monthly opportunities to get
together, share ideas, and become a more
effective team, and it is something to which
many Libertarians in the area look forward
each month.

As with most social organizations, there are
many people who have contributed to the suc-
cess of Supper Club. Marc Montoni, Jim
Turney, and Tony Arjona founded and built
the Club and kept it going in the early years.
Some of the other people who have been
major contributors and supporters are (listed
alphabetically by last name): Susan Atkins,
Jeff Barnaby, John Barnes, Tim Belton, Al and
Marie Bromm, Frank Clarke, Trisha Cooke,
John Cookson, Pat Dixon, Mike Eck, Scott
Elston, John Girardeau, Reed Halsted, Tom
Jamerson, Steve LaBianca, Jim Lark, Greg
Lloyd, Shelby and Leah McCurnin, John and
Sarah Mullin, Roy Scherer, Richard Stonage,
Marc Visconte, and Herb Wathan.

The Patrick Henry Supper Club meets every
month at the China Buffet, 7586 W. Broad St.,
Richmond; (804) 672-6688 in the Merchants
Walk Shopping Center. Libertarian Party
members and guests are encouraged to attend.
Contact leonard@richmondliberty.org.

Chairman’s Report
by Marianne Volpe

The LPVA is poised for successful growth in members and donations in 2003.  I believe our
success depends on only one thing: the willingness of our members to commit their time
and money to the cause of Liberty. I am proud to report that we have those members, they

have come forward to volunteer their time and funds to advance our cause and more are coming
forward.  Their hours of freely-given work for Liberty are invaluable.  The SCC voted to defer our
receipt of Unified Membership Plan (UMP) payments from the National office for six months
because Dr. Lark volunteered, if necessary, to pay for 3 months.  The LPVA has not hired a book-
keeper since last spring because Dana Johansen has done the data entry and check deposits pro
bono.  Treasurer Kevin McKenna has saved the Party a lot of money and potential legal problems
by filing necessary IRS reports last year.   The list is growing of Party heroes – can we count on
you?

On March 3, 2003 the SCC met and more progress was made toward filling our committees with
activists.   In addition to the standing committee heads and ad hoc committees, the following com-
mittees welcomed new volunteers: 

Budget: Dana Johansen, James W. Lark III, Kevin McKenna

Campaign: Marianne Volpe, James W. Lark III, Donny Ferguson, Bill Lawry, Ken Morrison and
Bill Redpath.

Communications: Kevin Rollins, Leonard Harris, Chuck Eby and Marianne Volpe

Constitution: Dana Johansen

Convention: Marianne Volpe, Fred Childress, Tad Hill, Anne Soffee, Leonard Harris, James W.
Lark III, Greg Kontos

State Fair Booth Committee: Anne Soffee

We need more party heroes to achieve our goals and elect Libertarians to office in Virginia.  The
Membership, Financial Development and Legal Committees all need volunteers. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you want to join this effort, by email (chair@lpva.com) or by phone (703-
960-2973), or write to me at: LPVA, 4201 Wilson Blvd., Suite 110-164, Arlington, VA 22203-
1859.

In January I had the pleasure of speaking to the Patrick Henry Supper Club and the Prince William
County LP Annual Convention, and I was delighted by the enthusiasm I saw for campaigns.   If
you are interested in being a candidate, or helping a campaign, please contact me at
chair@lpva.com or 703-960-2973.  

The State Chairs’ Conference in Houston, Texas, on February 22 and 23, was worth the trip for the
amount of information provided and the experience of meeting so many other party leaders. The
conference provided state chairs the opportunity to talk to each other about common challenges,
and to receive important information on legal issues, such as the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act
(BCRA).   I will provide a report on my experiences at the conference as soon as possible.

I have a short summary by department listed, and I welcome questions.  Please feel free to contact
me if you have any questions, and I will be happy to talk to you. 

See “Message”, continued on Page 6

2003 State and Local Office
Election Listings at www.lpva.com
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Richmond
continued from Page 2

The first meeting was held February 14th and
turnout was higher than anyone expected. A
total of eight members attended the first meet-
ing. The next week that number grew. James
W. Lark, III, LPVA Local Affiliate Parties
Chair and Former National Party Chair,
attended the second meeting and observed,
“We have more at this table for a weekly
social meeting than we sometimes had at
monthly Patrick Henry Supper Club meetings
a few years ago.”

Harris notes, “There are just too many things
that can happen in the Richmond area, which
require a fast response. If the Henrico Board
of Supervisors or Richmond City Council
wants to do something to infringe on our free-
dom, we need to act before their next meeting,
and not wait 3 weeks until we have a Supper
Club meeting.”

The last two meetings have been very produc-
tive. Volunteers have been assigned to coordi-
nate several projects including a Tax Day
protest, the Richmond Surveillance Cameras
project, and an introductory shoot/gun safety
class. David Lively, an LP Member, comment-
ed on the first meeting “We were more pro-
ductive tonight than we have been in years.” 

After the business is concluded, members kick
back and relax. “There's no reason these meet-
ings can't be enjoyable and fun,” says Harris,
“At the first meeting the conversation and
camaraderie during the social hour was well
worth the time spent in the business session.” 

A permanent location has not yet been deter-
mined, but don't let that stop you from com-
ing. The current location is always posted on
richmondliberty.org. Business session starts at
6:00 PM every Friday. Happy Hour starts at
6:30 PM. Come join the fun and help make the
LP a major force in the Richmond area.

Richmond Greens,
Libertarians Find Common
Ground
by Anne Soffee (asoffee@attbi.com)

Four Libertarians, five Greens and a Socialist walk into a bar.....

No, it’s not the start of a joke. Libertarians from Richmond and Henrico have joined forces with
the Richmond Greens and Socialist activist/artist Silver Persinger to push for fiscal accountabili-
ty and responsibility in Richmond, a city sorely lacking in both.

Local politics do indeed make for strange bedfellows. Members of the Richmond Greens are reg-
ular and vocal attendees at the Patrick Henry Supper Club, a monthly Libertarian gathering in
Richmond which just celebrated its tenth anniversary. Richmond Libertarians have attended the
Green Party’s meetings and assisted the Greens in organizing forums for City Council candidates
during the last election. While it seems on the surface that the fundamental differences in the par-
ties’ platforms would preclude any unified actions, the truth of the matter is that there are many
points on which Libertarians and Greens can agree.

After the first brainstorming session, the group concluded that both parties would be best served
if the main focus of action was Richmond’s spending habits. Two loose committees were formed,
one to look into the Richmond City Council budget and another to look into the spending of the
Richmond Public School system. At this time The Richmond Public Schools greatly surpass those
of the surrounding counties in spending per student while performance continues to lag behind.
While the Greens and Libertarians may disagree on the final solution (Greens oppose privatiza-
tion and school choice), both parties agree that $218 million of our tax dollars are being woefully
misdirected in the Richmond Public School System. Steve Johnson, the newly elected Vice Chair
of the Richmond School Board, was scheduled to attend the most recent meeting but was resched-
uled due to snow. Johnson has already shown himself to be receptive to the concepts of account-
ability and budget tightening — radical concepts for the Richmond School Board.

Other topics of interest included the opening of the $170 million Richmond Convention Center
and other “revitalization” projects being funded by the Richmond Renaissance Foundation, a
“public-private partnership” that procures tax money for high-dollar projects but is able to bypass
public hearings and accountability due to its corporate status. Additionally, the group has been
monitoring the city’s decision to place surveillance cameras on public streets, and Persinger has
been following ballot access issues for possible action on the local level.

While Richmond’s Greens and Libertarians “agree to disagree” on a number of topics, the summit
has proved that we are not alone on many key issues and there is strength — and action — in num-
bers. The meetings take place at Piccola’s Pizza near the VCU campus and are absolutely unoffi-
cial, completely casual and highly productive. Contact the author of this article for information
on the next meeting.

See Dr. Carl Milsted’s

“A Realistic Vision
of Victory”

on lpva.com

Advertise in Virginia Liberty.
Statewide distribution to approximately 1,300.

Large internet distribution.

Contact communications@lpva.com
for ad sizes and rates.
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GMU Students
Launch Newspaper
by Kevin Rollins

George Mason University Students for Individual Liberty are starting their own libertarian outreach paper. The Beltway Free-Marketeer, set to launch
in late March will bring the libertarian perspective to college campuses around the DC Metro-area.

“We want to provide an alternative to the statist nonsense that college students get from the typical college newspaper,” said Kevin Rollins, publish-
er of the Free-Marketeer.  “We want to expose them to a different perspective with this publication.”

While based at George Mason, Rollins wants the paper to utilize “economies of scale” to provide a tool to college libertarians at DC-area schools.
“George Mason has a great economics department, its a great concentration of libertarian talent and energy, and we want all DC area college students
to benefit from the ideas generated there.”

The Free-Marketeer  will start with a three-thousand copy print run of a sixteen page paper. Its tablazine format, which puts a magazine-like cover on
tabloid-size newsprint, will be “colorful and visually attractive to college students,” according to Rollins.

At FreeMarketeer.org, its mission statement can be found: to provide an outreach tool for libertarians on college campuses, to give college libertari-
ans experience in journalism, and to serve as a community-building resource for DC-area libertarians.  

Rollins sees it as a pilot project that might go nationwide. “We’re talking to college libertarians all over the country about making this a national pub-
lication. But, we’re going to start small and prove our concept first.” The paper will initially be distributed at George Mason University, Marymount
University, and American University. “We will add locations as we raise revenue from advertising, fundraising, and subscription sales.”

Currently, the paper is recruiting writers, artists and looking for donors and advertisers.  “If you want to influence the next generation of politicians,
educators, and voters, this is a great project to get involved in.”

For a donation of $25 or more to Students for Individual Liberty, you can subscribe to the Free-Marketeer.  Please send your check to: GMU Students
for Individual Liberty, C/O Kevin Rollins, 15111 Campbell Lane, Dale City, VA 22193.  

For more information, you can visit www.freemarketeer.org or e-mail info@freemarketeer.org.

Message
Continued from Page 4

ADMINISTRATION

BOOKKEEPING
Data entry and deposit duties were transferred to Dana Johansen in May 2002. Kevin McKenna now handles the treasury bookkeeping.  They have
performed the work on a volunteer basis, saving the Party much-needed funds. If anyone has questions about the books, please contact Dana or Kevin
with your questions.  Dana’s email is 8cd@lpva.com, and Kevin’s is treasurer@lpva.com

PLEDGE PROGRAM
Mimi South, Dana Johansen and I will meet again soon (weather-permitting) to talk more about incentives for the pledge program.  Rance Edwards
told me in December that he would send the old pledge forms, and then our records will be complete.  

COMPUTERS, SOFTWARE and PROPERTY
Kevin McKenna reported that he has received the software from former Chair Marc Montoni.  

DATABASE
Scott Mikell is doing a great job as our DB manager. If you are an activist or local leader and need to contact the members, please email him for infor-
mation.  We have a simple list rental agreement that must be signed before we can give you the list.  Scott can be contacted at ecash@verizon.net or
Database@lpva.com.

See “Message”, continued on Page 8
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McBride Campaign
Hits the Streets
by Paul Miller

With the January 25 nomination by the Libertarian Party of Prince William County, the Robert McBride campaign for Board of County
Supervisors enters a new phase. Armed with ballot access petitions, glossy thank-you cards and issue fliers, Robert and volunteers have
begun knocking on doors throughout the Occoquan Supervisory District.

The goal is simple – to directly engage more voters than our opponents.

The responses to these initial engagements have been encouraging. Campaign skills are perishable, but our candidate – who has two previous races
under his belt, and who is considered by many party members to be one of our better spokesmen – is quickly returning to form. 

I think we’d all prefer to see more contrasts than comparisons between Robert McBride and presidents number 42-43. But in terms of a candidate’s
ability to connect with people, Robert is the best we have in our county, and arguably the best we have in the state.

However, he has not run the best campaigns. Previous runs for a county at-large seat and U.S. Congress ended with lower single-digit returns. We’ve
taken away significant lessons-learned from both, and are determined to make this effort different. 

In local elections, people vote for the candidate they personally know or know of. They know candidates by their campaign activities, and prior to
that, by other activities. If they don’t know any of the candidate names on Election Day, they then default to party preferences or some other means
of blind choice. This time, Robert brings greater pre-campaign name awareness into the race, both because of the fact that the geographic area is more
confined – closer to home – and because of more involvement with community activities and organizations in the last two years. These community
involvements contributed to Robert’s appointment to a county road bond committee last fall, and his current appointment to the county’s budget com-
mittee. His pre-campaign name awareness could be better, but this time he isn’t starting out quite as far behind his opponents.

We’ve all seen past Libertarian campaigns in which the candidate becomes essentially a one-person show. With the exception of ballot access peti-
tioning and maybe a little help with literature drops, the candidate ends up performing nearly every campaign task. This happened in Robert’s previ-
ous races as well. For 2003, we’ve designed a campaign staff that specifically frees the candidate from any planning and support functions. His job
is to talk with voters; not to coordinate volunteers, fill out voter guide questionnaires nor shuttle around campaign materials.

The purpose of the first two campaigns was to introduce the Libertarian Party, more specifically the then-new Prince William affiliate, to voters.
Campaign content was designed accordingly – at the expense of focusing on the issues upon which local voters were focused. The argument can be
made that was an appropriate approach at the time, but we can’t be the new guys on the block forever. We recognize that we don’t have the size nor
influence to drive campaign issues. This time, we’re offering Libertarian-based solutions to the issues that voters are talking about – from big ques-
tions like last fall’s sales tax referendum and associated development and land use aspects, to extremely localized issues such as a current stand-off
between residents and the Park Authority over a proposed golf facility. 

Our 2003 purpose is to field a competitive campaign. The single metric for measuring our degree of success will be results from Election Day. I cer-
tainly can’t promise that the effort will lead toward Robert McBride taking a seat on the county board, but if we execute our plans well I do believe
we will rise from the ashes of lower-single-digit hell. 

In many aspects of politics, perception becomes reality. We can’t win until voters believe we can. The McBride campaign is focused on convincing
voters in the Occoquan Supervisory District that Robert is a player in this race. Even if falling short of the “W” word, we still can accomplish a lot
simply by being in the mix. There’s a lot of ground between 2 percent and a partisan win. Maybe it’s time to explore that territory.

We need the party’s help to pull this off. We need financial support and more volunteers. In the last few years, I’ve seen growing consensus on the
strategy of focusing resources on competitive, local races. The McBride campaign is an opportunity to take that idea from theory to application. It’s
an open seat in a geographically manageable election district, and we’re off to a good start with our biggest gun. It’s an opportunity we can’t afford
to squander.

To volunteer, please email
mcbride03@lpva.com

or call
703-499-9058

To donate to the McBride campaign:
The Committee to Elect Robert McBride

P.M.B. 112
12427 Hedges Run Drive

Lake Ridge, VA 22192
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Message
Continued from Page 6

Democracy Data provided two more files to the LPVA, and cancelled our contract.  Given the difficulty we experienced in getting the data the
Treasurer believed we were owed based on our payments to them, the Campaign Committee can undertake to find another provider of additional state
districting information.  

Jim Turbett, our address corrections volunteer, has worked many long hours on corrections, but he has reported that many corrections have not made
it into National’s database.  A lot of this problem is because of the old software, and there is a plan to replace it, but until then please be patient.  We
will adjust by hand the list as much as possible in the interim so that people get their Virginia Liberty and other correspondence.

LOCAL AFFILIATE PARTY CHAIR

Jim Lark’s budget proposal for his committee was passed at the January 25 SCC meeting.  Jim will build upon his past success with groups like the
Henrico LP and the Norfolk LP in 2003, but he will need a lot of help and support.  If you are interested in helping Jim, feel free to contact him, and
if you want to see a local affiliate in your area, get in touch with him.  Jim’s schedule allows him to combine trips for campus organizing with affili-
ate organization. Email is the best way to contact Jim: affiliates@lpva.com.

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

MEMBERSHIP GENERATION & RENEWALS
Mimi South is developing ideas for mailings to inquiries and for members who need to renew or have expired.  The crisis at National means that more
than ever we will rely on vigorous activity by local affiliates to contact inquiries and urge members to renew.   For more information, or to help Mimi
contact members, please email her at renewals@lpva.com.

STATE CONVENTION
The Convention Committee received a proposal submitted by James W. Lark III, Tad Hill, Anne Soffee and Leonard Harris to host the 2004 Regular
State Convention.  The motion for this proposal passed, and the date for the next convention is April 3, 2004, with April 10, 2004 the back up date.
For more information, please contact the Chair at Chair@lpva.com, or the organizers at Convention@lpva.com. 

FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT

FUNDRAISING
The next fundraiser is being printed as I write this by Chair Donny Ferguson.  Donny has done a great job in handling all aspects of this letter, from
writing it to getting it out as inexpensively as possible.   This letter emphasizes our 2003 candidates, and I hope everyone remembers that there are
no limits to donations to candidates at the state level – please give generously!

CAMPAIGN  DEVELOPMENT

CANDIDATE DEVELOPMENT, RECRUITMENT AND SUPPORT
The Campaign Committee got its official start at the January 25 SCC meeting.  The members are Chair Marianne Volpe, Dr. Jim, Lark, Bill Lawry,
Donny Ferguson and Chuck Eby. We will be working together in the coming weeks and months on plans to bring candidate and campaign training to
Virginia. To date we have two announced 2003 candidates, Robert McBride for supervisor, Town of Occoquan, and John Gabor, Virginia State Senate
7th district, but we are ready to add more.  Do you have past campaign or political experience?  Please consider running for office, or helping anoth-
er candidate’s campaign.  Are you interested in campaign management and candidate training?  Would you rather work on the committee, creating the
programs and recruiting the candidates?   Please contact me at chair@lpva.com, or call me at 703-960-2973. 

BALLOT ACCESS
Vice Chair and Ballot Access Chair Shelley Tamres is to be congratulated on her excellent work on H.B. 1508. The bill passed the State Senate this
week, and would make it easier to gather signatures to get our candidates on the ballot. This bill allows circulators of statewide candidate petitions to
witness signatures of all voters in the state (instead of just those in their own and contiguous congressional districts).  Special thanks go to all those
members who took the time to write, call or email the Senate P&E committee members and their own representatives in the legislature. This team
effort shows what we can accomplish when we all work together. The Ballot Access Committee is in need of more members, so please consider vol-
unteering. Contact Shelley at vicechair@lpva.com to help.  

See “Message”, continued on Page 10
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BBeeccoommiinngg  AAccttiivvee  iinn  LLooccaall  PPoolliittiiccss
by Arin Sime, LPVA member

I suspect my view of politics on joining the Libertarian Party was similar to most libertarians.  The issues that motivated and infuriated me were all
national issues, and were closely related to my realization around 1999 that my paychecks were being robbed and my civil liberties trampled.  Tired
of just complaining about it, I joined the Libertarian Party to add my small voice to the fray on these issues.

In the few short years since then, I have realized that the Libertarian Party does have an essential role to play in those debates.  But I wanted to get
more “hands-on,” and have more of a direct influence on politics and do my small part to improve the prospects of liberty in the United States.

The easiest way to do this is at the local level.  I don’t have the experience or political savvy to make an impact at the national or even state levels,
but I do have what it takes to get involved in local politics.  My experience has been that all it takes is to step forward and volunteer your time and
services to your local government.

For me, the best place to start is the private homeowners association that I am a member of.  Although the Lake Monticello Owner’s Association is a
private entity, not government, where I live it has as much power as my county government in many ways.

Lake Monticello is a private gated community in Fluvanna County, southeast of Charlottesville.  With over 3200 homes, surrounding a 350-acre pri-
vate lake, it covers two of the county’s six voting precincts.  Lake Monticello’s Board of Directors and fifteen standing committees have the power
to raise my annual dues and approve the building plans for my house.  They also have the power to fine me for any number of things, including:  build-
ing the wrong kind of fence or shed in my backyard, putting decorations on my mailbox, parking a boat or too many vehicles in my driveway, walk-
ing my dog on one of the beaches, using a boat with an inboard motor on the lake, and many other issues.

I freely chose to associate myself with other Lake Monticello residents by joining their homeowners association, so I don’t necessarily mind some of
the powers they have, even though I wouldn’t approve of my county government having them.  But that doesn’t mean there isn’t a role for libertari-
ans to make an impact.

In 2001 I filled out a volunteer form, indicating what committees I would be interested in participating in.  Of the many committees, I only indicated
interest in the Election committee.  The election committee is responsible for overseeing the annual elections of the Board of Directors.  I figured this
was a good place for a libertarian, since we are after all interested in how elections work.

But I never got a call back, and was never appointed to the committee.  Looking back on it, I think there were a couple reasons.  First, I indicated only
interest in that one committee, narrowing my chances of getting appointed significantly.  Second, in the application I was asked what kind of experi-
ence I had.  Again, thinking of the committee as politically oriented, I only filled out my libertarian experience as the webmaster for the Jefferson
Area Libertarians.  But I think the largest factor why I didn’t get called back was that I simply applied at the wrong time.  Elections for LMOA Board
of Directors are in June, and the election committee is only active in the springtime.

In the spring of 2002, I filled out the volunteer form again.  This time I expressed an interest in every single committee on the form except for the
Golf committee, since I am not a golfer.  I also filled out all community activities I have been involved in since moving to Fluvanna.  I listed my Eagle
Scout award, my past work as an assistant Scoutmaster with a local troop, my church membership and participation in my church’s communications
committee, and my professional employment credentials.

This time I received calls from nearly half of the committees I expressed an interest in.  I went to one of the Building, Roads, & Grounds committee
meetings, and after the meeting the members voted to recommend to the Board of Directors that I be appointed, which they did at their next month-
ly meeting.  I am currently six months into a term on this committee that lasts until December of 2003.

Now that I am on the committee, what do I do?  Most of it frankly isn’t very exciting.  I go to meetings once a month, and I’ve been given a couple
tasks outside of the meetings.  As part of our committee’s charter, I helped inspect the property owned by the community and recommended where
work needs to be done.  My current task is to investigate ways to streamline the process of submitting work orders to the Grounds Maintenance team.

These may not sound very thrilling, or like there is much room to express libertarian views and make an impact.  That’s partially true.  But there are
several reasons I feel it is worth it:

1 - I am learning if I have an interest in pursuing higher offices in my local government.  If I run for a local office and win, my committee experience
will give me the knowledge to understand the job.

2 – I am building a local resume.  Many libertarian candidates aren’t taken seriously because we don’t have any experience in local politics.
Committee work, even when it doesn’t pertain to libertarian positions, shows that you are interested in your community and are willing to participate.

See “Local Involvement” on Page 10
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Message
Continued from Page 8

COMMUNICATIONS

The Communications Committee established at the March 1, 2003, SCC meeting has elected as Chair Kevin Rollins. Dave Briggman resigned effec-
tive March 1, 2003, as Communications Director, and we thank him for his work in the past year on Virginia Liberty and the new logo that we have
incorporated in our masthead and letterhead. If you are interested in this committee’s work, or in the Virginia Liberty, please contact Kevin Rollins,
the Chairman, at communications@lpva.com.

WEBMASTER
Chuck Eby continues to keep our website up to date, and the recent change in the background color is wonderful. You can help Chuck inform the
membership and the public at large about our activities – just email him your articles or activity notes. If you save the file as a web page, he can load
it quickly. Please email him your content, saved as a webpage if possible, at webmaster@lpva.com. 

CAMPUS COORDINATOR
Jim Lark continues to do an outstanding job working with diverse groups throughout Virginia. He is organizing more campus groups by focusing on
areas where there are universities and colleges where county affiliates are or are being formed. In 2002 we welcomed a new libertarian group, Students
for Individual Liberty (SIL) at George Mason University, to the list of recognized campus groups. If you are interested in working with Jim to form
a group, please contact him at campus@lpva.com.

Local Involvement
continued from Page 9

3 – I hear the local rumors before I would as an outside observer.  If they are planning on doing something that I feel strongly against or in support
of, I hear about it before it makes the local papers and would have more time to do something about it.

4 – Most importantly, although my voice may be small, I do have one.  Sometimes all it takes if for one person to say: “I don’t think this is a good
idea,” and others will agree and drop the issue before it really goes anywhere.  For example, in one of my first meetings one of the agenda items were
some cameras that had been bought by the association.  A couple individuals expressed an interest in buying more and posting them in the public areas
of the association to discourage vandalism (there had just been a costly but rare incident of vandalism at our golf course).  I expressed concern about
the kind of atmosphere that would create in the neighborhood, and that I didn’t feel it was a valid response to rare incidents of vandalism.  The oth-
ers seemed to quickly agree and the idea was dropped.  Perhaps the idea wouldn’t have gone far anyways, but a simple voice of dissent was enough
to at least temporarily squelch the idea.

I encourage you to look for ways you can participate in committees in your county, city government, homeowner’s association, or civic group.  It
won’t always be exciting, but it’s how the other parties’ candidates get experience before running for office.  And if we are going to be serious about
winning office in Virginia, this is one area we can learn from the major parties.

Deadline for the next issue of
Virginia Liberty is April 25, 2003

Please email all content to
communications@lpva.com
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LPVA Event Calendar
Tuesday, April 1, 6:00PM

The Patrick Henry Supper Club
Speaker: Fred Childress, Region 5 alternate, Libertarian National Committee.

Topic: The Trauma of Change — the Incremental Road
Location: China Buffet 7586 W. Broad St. Richmond

(in Merchants Walk Shopping Center)
6:00pm Group Dinner. 7:00pm Main Event 

Contact: Leonard T. Harris 
Email: leonard@richmondliberty.org

Saturday, April 5, 9:00AM
The Harrisonburg-Rockingham Libertarian Party

Topic: Candidates for Districts 2, 4 and 5 in the County
Location: Mr. J’s, Route 42 South, Food Lion Shopping Center

Contact: Dave Briggman
Email: dave@hrlp.org

Saturday, April 5, 9:00AM
The Tidewater Libertarian Party

Location: Old Country Buffet, 1952 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach
Breakfast, 8:30AM, Meeting, 9:00AM

Contact: Dave Briggman
Email: dave@hrlp.org

Wednesday, April 9, 7:00PM
Libertarian Party of the Blue Ridge (Winchester)

Location: Coalie Harry’s Restaurant, 28 E. Piccadilly Street, Winchester
Contact: Wilbur (Bill) Wood
Email: blueridge@lpva.com

Monday, April 14, 7:30PM
Libertarian Party of Prince William County

Location: Pizzeria Uno, 2680 Prince William Parkway, Woodbridge
Social Hour, 7:00PM, Meeting 7:30PM

Contact: Ken Morrison
princewilliam@lpva.com

Saturday, April 19, 9:00AM
The Tidewater Libertarian Party

Location: Uncle Louie’s Restaurant 132 E. Little Creek Road, Norfolk

Monday, April 21, 6:45PM
Harvest Moon Restaurant, Falls Church

Contact: Jim Turbett
Email: fairfax@lpva.com

Every Friday Night, 6:00PM
Libertarian Party of Henrico County

Location: Brother’s Pizza, 7801 W. Broad Street, Richmond
Email: henrico@lpva.com

Early April (Check the website for date/time)
The Jefferson Area Libertarians
Website: www.jalibertarians.org
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The Libertarian Party of Virginia

The Libertarian Party of Virginia
4201 Wilson Blvd, Suite 110-164
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www.lpva.com for the most current information on the LPVA!

Become a member of the LP. Complete/mail to: LPVA, 4201 Wilson Blvd., Suite 110-164, Arlington, VA 22203-1859

The Libertarian Party is the Party of Principle. To assure that our Party never strays from its principles, we request our members to sign the pledge below. (Non-
signers cannot vote on party business.)
I hereby certify that I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means of achieving political or social goals.

X ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
Name
________________________________________________________
Address
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
Phone Number

Method of Payment (Please circle)

CHECK MONEY ORDER    VISA/MASTERCARD/AMEX/DISC

________________________________________________________
Credit Card # / Expiration Date (MM/YY)

________________________________________________________
Signature

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

____  $25, Individual      ____  $100, Sustaining ____  $250, Sponsor

____  $500, Patron ____  $1,000, Life

____  STATE PLEDGE - per month or one time ($ _____/month)  . . . . . .$ __________

GRAND TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ __________

Occupation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Employer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A minimum $25 contribution is required for Libertarian Party membership, and to receive your
subscription to LP NEWS. Your higher level of contribution will help the LP grow faster.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO LIBERTARIAN PARTY.

The Federal Election Commission requires political committees to report the name, mailing address,
occupation and name of employer for each individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200

in a calendar year. Contributions are not tax-deductible.


