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Minnesota Campaign '96: lessons for 1998 and 2000
By Jack Stecher

Harry Browne and jo
Jorgensen received over
8,200 Minnesota votes in
November's Presidential
election — about a 60%
increase over the totals for
1992 Libertarian candidates
Andre Marrou and Nancy
Lord. The growth in the LP
vote tally came despite

lower voter turnout in this
election than four years ago.

In many ways, this
year's election was similar at
the Presidential level to the
contest in 1992: The winner
was a foregone conclusion,
both nationally and in
Minnesota.

The Democratic nomi¬
nee was a vaguely center-left
candidate, chosen more for
his inoffensiveness than for Harry Browne

his convictions or integrity.
The Republicans chose a
nominee from its establish¬
ment. To be sure, Mr. Dole,
like Mr. Bush, had a distin¬
guished war record, and
some might even go so far as
to argue that Mr. Dole was
an amiable chap. Yet his
campaign also mimicked
Mr. Bush's in that he gave
little reason for anyone to

Jo Jorgensen consider voting for him, and

had trouble answering what
should have been straight¬
forward questions (e.g., whv
he wanted the job). To add
some excitement to the race,

the news media turned to

the obscure candidacy of an
eccentric billionaire.

The similarities
between the 1996 and 1992
elections raise a natural

(Please turn to page 5)

Osness tops local candidates

Rich Osness

by Rich Osness

Early the morning of
November 6 I was on the

phone with Charles Test,
State Chair. He had the

early returns from across
the state from the

Secretary of State's office.
It was bad news. Or,
maybe it was good news.
I had trouble deciding
which it was.

I had the highest per¬

centage of the vote of any
Libertarian candidate in
the state. I guess that was
good news. I had already
received the bad news

from the local newspaper
and confirmed it with the

county auditors' offices. I
had about four percent.
Of course I was disap¬
pointed. I had thought of
my responses if I had got¬
ten 10 percent and 20 per
(Please turn to page 5)

Odden outlines his plan to win
by Bob Odden

I wore out a pair of
hiking boots going door-
to-door in my Minnesota
Senate campaign. First, I
want to thank a few peo¬
ple who helped make my
campaign easier and fun:
Charlie Test, Jack Stecher,
Bob Smith, Eric Johnson,
John Rowe, Manager of
The Print Shop, Jeff
Austin, James Bock, Colin

Wilkinson and Anita
Tillemans. Unfortunately,
I can't mention all the
other people who made
contributions to or volun¬
teered in my campaign.
My campaign would not
have been possible with¬
out you.

Thank-you for all your
help.
Why campaign?

I campaigned for a
(Please turn to page 4)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Monthly Libertarian Forum
January 1997
Hamline University Learning Center
Call Anthony Sanders for details: 612 641-2545

Next executive committee meeting
For exact date and details, call Caryn Cohen at (612) 377-9614
Cable access

For meeting schedule, contact Eric Johnson at (612) 436-8183.
Please call him if you are interested helping or attending.
Outreach
Meetings are the first Monday of each month, for location contact
Eric Johnson at 612436-8183

Monthly member telephoning
Ken Poe at 612 893-2398

State Convention
March or April 1997

Freedom Day on the State Capitol Mall
10 AM-2 PM May 1,1997 612 477-6796
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Drugs are not the problem! A small protest...
(About a month ago, the
editor of Shotgun News
published an editorial
titled "Guns are not the

problem", saying that
drugs were the problem,
instead. 1 wrote the follow¬

ing letter to the editor, and
it was published in the cur¬
rent issue, dated December
10, 1996.)

Dear

Nancy Snell Swickard,

Drugs are not the
problem, prohibition is the
problem! If the drugs were
not illegal, there would not
be a drug crime problem.
The fact that the drugs are
illegal creates the problems
with gangs, drives the price
of drugs up, creates push¬
ers, and drives the vio¬
lence.

Drug profits are what
causes the violence. You
don't see Snyders and
Walgreens shooting it out
for control of an intersec¬

tion. The profit isn't there
in legal drugs. The only
reason pushers give away
drugs to kids is to get them
hooked, so that they can
reap tremendous profits
later. With millions of dol¬
lars at stake, police officers
are bribed and corruption
is all around.

The "War on Drugs"
can never be won. No mat¬

ter how much money we
spend, no matter how
many rights the govern¬
ment takes away, they
won't stop the drugs. They
can't even keep the drugs
out of the prisons, how can
they hope to keep them off
the streets? You can't have
a war on inanimate objects,
this is a war by the
American government
against American citizens.

Don't get me wrong, I
don't use drugs and I don't
condone drug use. But,
just as alcohol prohibition
created A1 Capone and his
gang, drug prohibition has

created the Crips and the
Bloods. The drugs them¬
selves don't cause the prob¬
lems, prohibition causes
the problems.

As long as the govern¬
ment keeps trying to win
the "War on Drugs" we
will keep losing our liber¬
ties. One of those liberties
most likely to be lost is the
Right to Keep and Bear
Arms. As long as we push
to "rid this country of illicit
drugs and the crimes they
cause" we threaten our

RKBA. It is a straw man

the government has set up
in order to extend their

power and influence.

Paul Streeter

"Liberty is the only thing
you cannot have unless
you are willing to give it
to others."
William Allen White

The Libertarian Party
http://www.Ip.org/

2600 Virginia Ave. NW, Suite 100
Washington DC 20037
voice: 202-333-0008
fax: 202-333-0072

For subscription changes, please
mail to <announce-request@lp.org>

with the word "subscribe" or
"unsubscribe" in the subject line —

or use the WWW form.

By Bob Smith

I attended the
Nokomis East candidate
forum tonight, from which
Bob Odden * was excluded

(along with Green party
candidate(s). Candidates
for Bob's State Senate seat

were first on the agenda. It
was clear that this forum
was under strong control,
strictly timed, and we were
warned about making
speeches from the floor.

I HAD considered

doing something fairly
pushy (completely out of
character) but decided to
try a different approach
and get SOMEONE ELSE
to comment on the unfair
candidate selection.

I waited until the ques¬
tion and answer period for
the two included candi¬

dates, Carol Flynn, incum¬
bent Democrat, and Steve
Anderson,
GrassRoots/Reform candi¬
date.

I managed to get in the
first question of the
evening, and asked those
two candidates what
THEIR feelings were about
one of their opponents hav¬
ing been excluded... and
my strategy worked pretty
well.

Flynn's answer was
that she would have wel¬
comed Mr. Odden's pres¬
ence, and she mentioned
that the three of them had
debated at the Seward

neighborhood forum.
Anderson's answer

was a bit stronger, and he
was honest enough to
point out that if, as
a Grassroots candidate, he

were not also endorsed by
the Reform Party, that he
probably wouldn't have
been invited either.

Perhaps it was my
imagination, or coinci¬
dence, but it seemed as if
my challenging question
got the audience of about
50 people a little aroused
and argumentative, rather
than the complacent,
"Minnesota nice" attitude
that might have otherwise
been established.

I left a stack of
Odden's handouts, and a

stack of our Sample Ballots,
and departed early. "One
small step..."

* Libertarian candidate for
MN Senate 62

LIBERTY on TV
Metro Channel 6,
11:30 am Sundays

(repeated at 4 pm on
Sundays)

St. Paul, Eden Prairie,
Edina, Hopkins, Minnetonka
and Richfield cable Ch. 33
at 9 pm Mondays and
10:30 am Saturdays

Soon on

Minneapolis cable

by
bDatb&xiive

FREEZE-DRY
SPECIALTY

PRESERVE
MEMORIES

• WEDDINGS
• FUNERALS
• CORSAGES
• OTHER
OCCASIONS

(612) 451-3085

The easiest thing
you can do to help

the
Libertarian Party
is to JOIN the

Libertarian Party

Citizens for Choice in Health Care

Safeguarding Excellence
Opposing government control

P 0 BOX 40065, St. Paul, MN 55104
(612) 646-8935

Twin Cities
Discussion Group

Enjoy, intelligent, lively,
friendly debate on economics,
politics and various topics of

general interest.
Libertarian/Conservative

in outlook
Paul 612 561-1266

FARMERS INSURANCE GROUP OF COMPANIES

ERIC OLSON
Insurance Agency

Depend on Farmers for Life

4820 Minnetonka Blvd., Suite 405, St. Louis Park, MN 55416
Business: 928-9250 • Fax: 920-8593

MINNESOTA MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAM

PAUL STREETER
Instructor

100 - 83rd Avenue NE, Suite 107 ‘Fridley, MN 55432
1-800-407-MMSP *612-784-1488

Remember: As an officially
recognized minor political party

in Minnesota
the LPMN and its candidates

qualify for the Minnesota Political
Contribution Refund (PCR)

($50/individual or
$100/couple per year) and the
State Elections Campaign Fund

(a.k.a. Minnesota Income Tax form
$5 Check-off)

Minnesota Political Contribution
Refund (PCR) EP-3 receipts sent

upon request ONLY.
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A MESSAGE FROM

YOUR PARTY CHAIR Help needed:
Needed: Libertarian volunteers to go to the Capitol dur¬
ing the next session to check on what the legislature is up
to. Also, Libertarian volunteers to follow the progress of
bills in the legislature. This can be done quite easily via
the internet. If interested in these not too time consuming
tasks call Anthony Sanders at 641-2545
or e-mail at asanders@piper.hamline.edu

An experienced desk-top publisher to produce the
Minnesota Libertarian so that your Chair can have more
time for other duties

Reporters and writers for the Minnesota Libertarian

Experienced ad sales representative to sell ads in the
Minnesota Libertarian on commission

Coordinators for a variety of outreach activities

Calls for campaign finance reform
are excuse for clamping down on
third parties, Libertarians say

On behalf of the
Libertarian Party and the
voters of America, a hardy
thank you to all of our

Libertarian Party candi¬
dates, especially
Minnesota's candidates:
Roy Carlton, Larry Fuhol,
Tim Knoedler, Rich Osness,
Jonathan Wirth, and Bob

Charles Test
Odaen. You all made a big
difference. Considering
the obstacles faced with
and our lack of money we
did very well. It's encour¬
aging to know that half of
our 1996 candidates have

already announced their
intention of running for
office again. It's a lot easier
the second time.

1997 holds many
opportunities for the LP of
MN. The legislature will
soon be in session.
Libertarians can work with
a number of diverse groups
fighting the big business
and government taxpayer
subsidies for a new

$354,000,000+ Twins base¬
ball stadium. A coalition of

anti-corporate welfare lib¬
erals and libertarians

against the big-govern¬
ment/big business subsi¬
dizing Democrats and
Republicans would be
something. There are
groups to meet with to
investigate proportional
representation in
Minnesota. Proportional
representation could bene¬
fit the Libertarian Party by
taking power from the
major parties by changing
the winner takes all rules
we have today. Allowing
medical marijuana could
be a coalition building in
Minnesota.

We'll be continuing
our organizing too. An
improved data manage¬
ment system should make
the mailing of prospect let¬
ters, member renewals and

fund-raising appeals much
more efficient. The LP of
MN's internet site will con¬
tinue to improve. Starting
with this issue the
Minnesota Libertarian will
be available for download¬

ing using Adobe Acrobat
Reader making it accessible
to the world. Brent Jass has
been doing a great job of
updating and creating new
links with the rest of the
libertarian world. The new
LP of MN list server

(minnlib@superb.net) is
another one of Brent's
additions as is the LP of
MN discussion list server

(minnlib-d@superb.net)
(See page 7 for details)

Things have settled down
since the massive traffic the
list server handled during
the recent campaign.
Please sign up and keep on
top of Libertarian Party
news.

Our next big event is
the annual state conven¬

tion. To avoid conflicts
with the first warm days of
spring and the fishing
opener, we are planning a
March or April convention.
We'll be discussing LP of
MN platform changes.
(Call Bob Kuhn for details
at 612 953-6616 or mail sug¬
gested platform changes to
the LP of MN post office
box.) We are also looking
for local speakers. Your
suggestions are welcome.
The Executive Committee
is also up for re-election.
New blood is always wel¬
come.

Active coordinators
and contributors are need¬
ed more than ever before.

Affiliate, newsletter ad
sales, fundraising, and
membership coordinators
are a few examples. I'm
confident that the LP of
MN could double its' mem¬

bership in 1997. I hope we
have shown our creativity
and worth to individuals
who could help fund a
much more active and

organized Libertarian
Party of Minnesota.

WASHINGTON, DC —

Americans voted for

third-party candidates in
record numbers in 1996 —

so Republicans and
Democrats now plan to
pass new campaign finance
laws to choke off that com¬

petition, warns the nation's
third-largest party, the
Libertarians.

"Democrats and

Republicans want to
impose crushing burdens
on the ability of third par¬
ties to raise money and
communicate with voters,"
said party Chairman Steve
Dasbach. "This proposed
legislation is a dagger
aimed at the heart of third

parties."
Recent reports that Bill

Clinton rented out the
White House's Lincoln
Bedroom to campaign
donors for hundreds of
thousands of dollars
shouldn't surprise anyone,
Dasbach said today.

"What is surprising is
that the major parties are
using tawdry episodes like
these as an excuse to write
a new layer of laws aimed
squarely at their competi¬
tion," he said.

In the recent presiden¬
tial election, more than
nine million Americans —

or 10% of all voters —

pulled the lever for candi¬
dates other than

Republicans or Democrats.
Polls show that over two-
thirds of Americans sup¬
port the formation of third
parties.

Nevertheless, Congress
is considering further
restrictions on third par¬
ties' sources of contribu¬
tions. Senators Russell

Feingold (D-WI) and John
McCain (R-AZ) promised
to introduce legislation on
the first day of the 105th
Congress to ban political
action committees, require
that 60% of money raised

in a congressional race
comes from within that dis¬

trict, and limit overall cam¬
paign spending.

And House Minority
Leader Richard Gephardt
has discussedamending the
Constitution to restrict
First Amendment-protect-
edcampaign spending.

"The idea that we need
to limit spending on politi¬
cal campaigns is preposter¬
ous," Dasbach said. "After
all, Americans spend twice
as much money every year
on yogurt as they do on
political campaigns."

Instead of adding to the
legal labyrinth that makes
competition difficult for
third parties, Dasbach sug¬
gested two positive
reforms:

* Eliminate government
financing of campaigns.

"The public has had a
chance to vote on this idea
— and 80% reject it," said
Dasbach. "Only 20% of
Americans checked the box
on their tax returns that
authorizes federal funding
for the 1996 presidential
campaign. This is solid evi¬
dence that government
funding is hugely unpopu¬
lar."

* Allow individuals
to give more money to
candidates and political
parties.

"If Congress were to
adjust contribution limits
for inflation — which it
hasn't done in 20 years —
the legal amount individu¬
als could donate to candi¬
dates would rise from
$1,000 to $3,000, and the
amount they could con¬
tribute to political parties
would rise from $20,000 to
$60,000," Dasbach said.
"This would be an effective
antidote to any negative

influence of PAC money."
One thing that is defi¬

nitely not needed, said
Dasbach, is more federal
regulations.

"Another round of so-
called reform won't work,"
he said. "Instead, the gov¬
ernment should repeal the
laws and undo the damage
it has done, rather than
making things worse."

Dasbach noted that the
last major round of cam¬
paign finance reform — the
1974 Federal Election

Campaign Act — was
intended:

* To lower the cost of

campaigning. Instead,
congressional campaign
spending, in constant
dollars, tripled between
1974 and 1992.

*To reduce the influence
of special interests.
Instead, the number of
PACs increased from 608
to 4,268, and the amount

they contributed grew
from $101 million to

$179 million.

* To open up the political
system. Instead, House
incumbents, who in 1976

outspent challengers by
a ratio of 1.5 to 1, out-
spent them 4 to 1 by
1992.

"In the name of cam¬

paign finance reform,
Democrats and

Republicans have written a

comedy of errors that has
aggravated every single
problem it has ever tried to
solve," said Dasbach. "It's
time to repeal these laws,
deregulate the electoral
process, and encourage
healthy competition from
third parties."

"Itwill be of little avail to the people that the laws
are made by men of their own choice, if the laws be
so voluminous that they cannot be read, or so inco¬
herent that they cannot be understood; [or] if they
be repealed or revised before they are promulgat¬
ed, or undergo such incessant changes that no man
who knows what the law is today can guess what
it will be tomorrow/'

— The Federalist No. 62

"It is to be regretted that the rich and powerful too
often bend the acts of government to their selfish
purposes. Distinctions in society will always exist
under every just government. Equality of talents,
of education, or of wealth can not be produced by
human institutions...but when the laws undertake
to add to these natural and just advantages artifi¬
cial distinctions, to grant titles, gratuities, and
exclusive privileges, to make the rich richer and
potent more powerful, the humble members of
society -the farmers, mechanics, and laborers -

who have neither the time nor the means of secur¬
ing like favors to themselves, have a right to com¬
plain of the injustice of their Government."

President Andrew Jackson, July 10, 1832,
Jackson's Veto of the Bank Bill

Call 1-800-788-2660 Today! December 19% 3



(Odden continued from
page 1)

number of reasons. One
was to help speed up the
day that government starts
to get smaller. Secondly, we
need to get as many people
involved as possible if the
Minnesota Libertarian

Party is to grow. Because of
this, 1 wanted to get as
many people involved in
my campaign as possible.
This will provide the Party
with the experience that it
needs to grow. It also gave
me an opportunity to try to
convince as many people as
possible to become candi¬
dates. After all, the Party
only exists to run
Libertarian candidates.

Next, I want to hold elected
office.

Finally, the crime is get¬
ting worse in my neighbor¬
hood. With the decriminal¬
ization of drugs, the neigh¬
borhood will be relatively
safe again. The DFL candi¬
date, who won, never

talked about crime. Since
the other parties knew 1
was running on the crime
issue, my vote totals give
an indication of the public's
interest in dealing with
crime from a libertarian
viewpoint.
Campaign strategy

How did my race turn
out? My district has 29,000
households. I was only
able to knock at a fraction
of those. Of those house¬

holds, only about 20 per¬
cent of the people were
home. I had literature put
into a local newspaper as
an enclosure. Two newspa¬
per ads were also placed.
(Hopefully, giving money
to local papers will help
with providing the
Libertarian Party with bet¬
ter coverage. The last
paper to provide improved
coverage will probably be
the Minneapolis Star
Tribune). I was invited to
and attended one debate. I

got out over 50 lawn signs.

A three by eight fcx>t banner
was made that said "Vote
Bob ODDEN Libertarian."
This was hung around the
district. Finally, a couple of
the local newspapers did a
fair job of writing about all
of the candidates.

This allowed me to get
817 votes for 2.6 percent of
the total vote. If there had
been enough volunteer
help to knock on every
door, that percentage
would have been much

higher. Maybe I am dream¬
ing, but I think that the vote
percentages could have
been as high as nine per¬
cent, great for a party and
candidate with almost no

name recognition.
Hard knocks

The closest I came to a

bad experience door knock¬
ing was with a person in
the Seward Neighborhood.
I handed him my literature
and started talking. He
kept looking at the litera¬
ture and shaking his head.
Finally, I couldn't help but
ask him what was wrong.
He told me that he was

DFL, handed me back my
literature, and closed, not
slammed, the door. Next
time around he might lis¬
ten.

What do I think that it
will take for a Libertarian to

win elected office? First,
from my door knocking
campaign, I feel that the
Libertarian Party has a
problem with name recog¬
nition. I am sure that this is
no surprise. The following
are some ways that I plan to
help overcome that.

I will write editorials to

local papers in my district
like South Side Pride and
the Longfellow Messenger
on a consistent basis. The
editorials will highlight
how problems can be
solved without the need for

government. The word
"libertarian" will appear in
the articles. I will also
enclose educational materi¬
als for the editor. I have

met both of the editors of
the above papers while
placing ads, and discussed
Libertarian ideas for solv¬

ing local issues.
1 am thinking of running

for Minneapolis City
Council in 1997. The peo¬
ple in my neighborhood
will again see my name.
While the election is non¬

partisan, 1 don't think that
there will be any doubt that
1 am a Libertarian. In 1998,
I plan to run for the
Minnesota House. People
need to see and hear
Libertarians more than

every four years during a
Presidential Election. I will

help get the Minnesota
Libertarian and other litera¬
ture delivered to laundro¬

mats, coffee shops, restau¬
rants and organizations in
my district. This will help
to build a Libertarian base
for the next election. It is

never too early to start.
Increase name recogni¬
tion

I also plan to increase my
name recognition. The fol¬
lowing are some ways that
I plan to get that done.

I plan to get involved
locally with my neighbor¬
hood. I am already attend¬
ing meeting of the
Powderhorn Land Use
Committee. I am presently
trying to be nominated to
the Powderhorn Park

Neighborhood Association
Board.

The Board has paid staff
that determines the direc¬
tion that the neighborhood
will take. I may also try to
get a block club formed to
help fight crime.

We as a party need to get
active at the local level and

expound libertarian philos¬
ophy and let the listeners
know that it is libertarian.

I also plan to become a
volunteer with a local

gay/lesbian group to do
some networking with
them. This will help me to
increase my vote totals
with them and give them

more exposure to libertari¬
an ideas. I am also run¬

ning for elected office with
the professional society that
I belong to, the American
Society of Safety Engineers.
This will be in addition to

the work that 1 do with the

Society's Construction
Division. I also just joined
the Safety Council of the
Minnesota Trucking
Association.

This will increase my
name recognition with a
group of potential large
contributors.

I have also obtained the
election results by precinct
for all of Hennepin County.
1 will be analyzing the
results to find the
Libertarian strengths and
weaknesses. Jack Stecher is
going to get demographic
data for Hennepin County
and combine the two. This
will help future candidates
to better target their cam¬
paigns.
Doing it differently

The following I would
definitely do differently
when I run again: I will
develop different literature
for different neighbor¬
hoods. I found out that
while some neighborhoods
have crime, crime was not
of interest to them. Some

neighborhoods were only
interested in social pro¬
grams or airport noise.
There were also far more

immigrants in the neigh¬
borhood than I imagined.
Their concerns can be
addressed separately.

I will work harder to try
to get someone to be my
campaign manager. This
would have freed me to do
what I do best, talk to peo¬
ple. The campaign manag¬
er could have set up meet¬
ings with neighborhood
groups. They could have
scheduled volunteers, kept
track of newspaper dead¬
lines and found articles in
local papers worthy of an
editorial response. (If this
interests you, give Charlie

Test or me a call.)
1 will create a synergy

between the various
Libertarian campaigns and
my own. This can be done
by tying my campaign
more closely into the
Presidential and US Senate

campaigns. This will bene¬
fit all of the campaigns by
showing the strength of the
Libertarian Party. This
could be done by combin¬
ing the campaign litera¬
ture., and trying to con¬
vince people who accepted
my yard signs to also take
the yard signs for the other
candidates.

I will have a volunteer
whose sole job is to see that
yard signs stay up. Signs
do disappear. This will
help to show the depth of
the organization.

I will start campaign¬
ing and fund raising earlier.
About a third of the cam¬

paign funds should be
spent before the Primary.

More volunteers needed
We also need more vol¬

unteers and candidates. I
have personally talked
with quite a few
Libertarians to try to per¬
suade them to be candi¬
dates. There is a lot of

experience and knowledge
in the party. You will not be
on your own. A few indi¬
viduals have expressed an
interest to me in being can¬
didates. I am sure if you
asked yourself, you would
consider it too. As far as

door knocking goes, I am
sure that anyone who
helped me can tell you that
it was very satisfying. I
was able to talk about five
to eight people a day into
putting out lawn signs for
me. Others who helped
me, including my 73-year-
old mother, were also able
to talk neighbors into
accepting lawn signs.
While it helps to be a good
talker, the message almost
sells itself.

Why should you get

involved? I know that
Libertarians as a group like
to talk. There is a problem
though, in that we preach
to the choir. An election

provides a perfect vehicle
to get the word out without
being concerned with turn¬
ing people off. Most people
want to be informed before

they get into the polling
booth. Because of this, they
will listen to what you have
to say if the message is
about topics that they are
interested in.

My campaign literature
addressed a big problem
for my neighborhood:
crime. My campaign was
the only one that involved
door knocking in my dis¬
trict. (The Republican was a
"paperonly" candidate).
This was made easier by
the fact that my district is
the second smallest in area.

People in the district were
impressed with the person¬
ally delivered message. Just
talking with people and
being consistent will win
the Libertarian Party a
good percentage of the
vote. As far as I was con¬

cerned, it was not possible
for a volunteer to commit a
mistake that would hurt

my campaign. With our
time and knowledge of lib¬
ertarian philosophy, the
party can win elections.

The above isn't all that
can be done. However,
none of it can be done with¬
out you. I was impressed
enough by the Eric Olson
campaign outreach pro¬
gram to get involved with
the Minnesota Libertarian

Party. I hope that I was suc¬
cessful in getting others
involved permanently.
Thank you for letting me
represent the Libertarian
Party.
(Editors note: Bob
Odden can be contacted
at (612) 724-5526.)

General information on the LP of MN internet listserver
PURPOSES
The Minnesota Libertarian List (MinnLib)
is reserved for announcements of activities
of the Libertarian Party at the state and
local levels and activities of interest to lib¬
ertarians in general.

Subscribe to the Minnesota Libertarian List
if you'd like to be informed of activities of
the Libertarian Party.

The Minnesota Libertarian Discussion List

(MinnLib-d) is intended for the discussion
and debate of news, opinion, and events
pertaining to libertarianism in Minnesota,
including constructive criticism of libertar¬
ianism and Libertarians.

Subscribe to MinnLib-d if you want to:
-practice your persuasion skills;
-refine your libertarian arguments and get
feedback on the logical consistency of your
arguments; and/or
-gain a better understanding of the founda¬
tional principles of libertarianism.

^Generally, the MinnLib list is for reporting
of factual information and MinnLib-d is for

opinion. You may subscribe to either or
both lists.

SUBSCRIBING
You can subscribe to the Minnesota
Libertarian list (or the Minnesota
Libertarian Discussion List) at any time by
sending a message to:

minnlib-request@superb.net
or (minnlib-d-request@superb.net)

with only the word: subscribe
in the body of the message.

The subject line of your message should
read: subscribe

UNSUBSCRIBING
You can unsubscribe from the Minnesota
Libertarian list (or from the Minnesota
Libertarian Discussion list) at any time by
sending a message to:

minnlib-request@superb.net
or (minnlib-d-request@superb.net)

with only the word: unsubscribe
in the body of the message.

The subject line of your message should
read: unsubscribe

Do not send multiple (un)subscription or
info requests in one mail. Only one request
will be processed per mail. Most subscrip¬
tion and unsubscription requests are
processed automatically without human
intervention. There is no limit to the num¬

ber of times you may subscribe or unsub¬
scribe.

NEED HELP?
For help subscribing or unsubscribing, or
for answers to questions about either of the
Minnesota Libertarian Email Lists, send an
email message to
Brent Jass at: bwjass@cris.com
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(Campaign '96 contin¬
ued from page 1)

question: what caused the
60% increase in LP vote
totals in Minnesota?

Were differences in

fundraising responsible for
the Browne/Jorgensen
campaign's substantially
higher numbers over

Marrou/Lord's?
Nationally, Harry Browne
and Jo Jorgensen spent on
the order of $3 million, ver¬
sus about $1 million by
Andre Marrou and Nancy
Lord. The television
advertisements were bet¬

ter-produced. The cam¬

paign's direct mail efforts
looked more professional.
We were able to complete
ballot access petitioning
and get on every ballot
more promptly, in part
because we had a better-
run and better- funded

campaign organization.
Certainly, this helped.

Yet money is unlikely
to be the entire answer.

The 1996 campaign dif¬
fered down the ticket from
1992: four years ago, only
one LP of MN candidate
ran in Minnesota (Brad
Eichstadt, for State
Representative in
Plymouth and Maple
Grove; Laura Lind also ran
in the non-partisan pri¬
maries for Hennepin
County Commission).
This year, we had two can¬
didates on the ballot for
federal office (Roy Carlton
for US Senate and Larry
Fuhol for the 8th

Congressional District),
four for State Senate (Tim
Knoedler in the North

Shore/Iron Range, Rich
Osness in Austin/Alber
Lea, Jonathan Wirth in
White Bear Lake/North St.
Paul, and Bob Odden in
Minneapolis), and one for
a seat on the New Prague
City Council (Rob
Babione). A look at coun¬
ty-by-county election

returns shows that Browne
and Jorgensen fared better
where there were other
Libertarian Party candi¬
dates on the ballot.

In other words, we do
better with the voters

when we present them
with a Libertarian for office
whom they can actually
meet, or watch debate, or
phone, or e-mail. When
we have candidates in
Minnesota making contact
with the voters, we give
people a chance to ask
questions, interact with us,
and decide whether we are

reasonable people with
sensible ideas. And that
seems to help considerably.

Additionally, there is
the aftermath of the Eric

Olson/Mike Strand cam¬

paign for governor and
lieutennant governor in
1994. By running an active
campaign, both in the
metro area and outstate,
the Olson/Strand team

helped us increase the pub¬
lic's familiarity with
Libertarian Party candi¬
dates. Voter support in the
1994 campaign helped us
plan strategy for 1996, as
we were able to use vote

percentage and demo¬
graphic information from
the governor's race in
deciding where to concen¬
trate our efforts this year.
The research seems to have

paid off, as we had our
strongest showings in
those counties that the
1994 election identified as

strong prospects.
One other difference is

worth mentioning between
the 1992 and 1996 elec¬
tions: the overall visibility
of the LP of MN. During
the past election cycle, we
have dramatically
increased the amount of

networking the LP of MN
does with sympathetic
organizations, ranging
from those defending the
right to keep and bear
arms to pro-immigration

forces. We have extended
our outreach to the public
from our annual state fair
booth to a slew of county
fairs, parades, and similar
events. We have added an

800 number, an internet
domain with a web site,
and a fax line, in order to
make it easier for people to
find us. We have made a

concerted effort to orga¬
nize in both outstate

Minnesota and the metro

area, and have formed stu¬
dent groups at U of M
Twin Cities, U of M
Duluth, Moorhead State,
and Hamline. All of these
activities have helped keep
the LP of MN visible and

familiar, which more than
likely increases our vote
totals.

The reason for our

improved vote totals,
therefore, seems to be a

combination of running
visible candidates, plan¬
ning, organization, and
outreach. The good news
is that most of these tasks
do not have to wait for the
next election cycle to start:
building our organization¬
al structure, increasing
membership, and expand¬
ing outreach are continu¬
ing activities.

Minnesota
Libertarian vote

PRESIDENT/Vice President

Browne/Jorgensen 8,271 0.4%

United States SENATE

Roy Ezra Carlton 5,428 0.2%

United States 8th Congressional District
(Northeastern Minnesota)

Larry Fuhol 3,688 1.3%

Minnesota SENATE 6

(North Duluth, some of St. Louis County,
Lake County, Cook County)

Tim Knoedler 693 2%

SD 27

(Mower and Freeborn counties including
Austin n and Albert Lea)

Rich Osness 1,217 4%

SD 55

(White Bear Lake, North St. Paul,
Mahtomedi)

Jonathan Wirth 815 3%

SD 62

(Southeastern part of Minneapolis,
including the West Bank campus of U MN)
Bob Odden 817 3%

Libertarians defend donors to Clinton's legal defense fund
WASHINGTON, DC —

The Asian-American
business people who have
contributed hundreds of
thousands of dollars to Bill
Clinton's legal defense
fund have drawn support
from an unlikely source:
the Libertarians.

"These people are vic¬
tims of Bill Clinton, not his
friends," party chairman
Steve Dasbach said today.
"They are victims of a gov¬
ernment that demands
payment from citizens in
order to help them or, in
some cases, to keep from
harming them and ruining
their lives.

"Blaming donors for
appeasing politicians is like
blaming the little kid on the
block for paying the neigh¬
borhood bully to leave him
alone."

The White House
announced earlier this
week that it had returned
$600,000 in contributions
from Asian-American
entrepreneur Charles Yah
Lin

Trie. Trie had delivered
hundreds of checks and

money orders to the legal
defense fund, which Bill
and Hillary Clinton set up
to defend themselves from

charges of sexual and
financial improprieties. The
Clintons have faced a bliz¬
zard of questions this week
about the sources of the

funds, and Trie's motives
also have come under

scrutiny.
"The government

wields tremendous power
over all of us, and Mr. Trie
knew that," Dasbach said.
"It can bankrupt a business
by subsidizing its competi¬
tors, by harassing business
owners and their employ¬
ees, even by regulating it
out of existence.

"Successful business¬
men like Mr. Trie can afford
to protect themselvesand
even curry favor. But many
can't — and become targets
instead."

As an example,
Dasbach cited the case of
Mike Welbel, a small

businessman in Chicago
who was targeted by the
Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission
in 1993. Although five of
Welbel's 26 employees
were black and the other 21
were Hispanic, Welbel was
told he hadn't hired

enough blacks. The govern¬
ment ordered him to spend
$10,000 on newspaper ads
to locate all the blacks he
had not hired — and pay
them $123,991 each.

"Apparently Mr.
Welbel didn't have the

money to protect himself
like Mr. Trie did," Dasbach
said.

Federal agents and
bureaucrats routinely sub¬
ject Americans to a wide
array of other abuses,
Dasbach noted.

"Using the war on
drugs as an excuse, the
government has written
more than 200 statutes giv¬
ing it the power to seize
private property without
trial. Using environmental
protection as an excuse, it

has sent people to jail for
putting sand in their own
back yard. Using national
security as an excuse, it has
conducted secret radiation

experiments on mentally
disabled children.

"It's no wonder that a

Washington Post poll earli¬
er this year found that only
one in four Americans trust
their government to do
what's right mostof the
time."

Dasbach pointed out
that as the government has
acquired more power,
political contributions also
have grown. By the 1996
elections, donations to con¬

gressional and presidential
candidates topped the $1.6
billion mark, according to
the Center for Responsive
Politics in Washington.

Dasbach acknowl¬

edged that most Americans
believe the way to bring the
government under control
is to reduce the amount of

money in politics and
impose tighter restrictions
on sources of campaign

(Osness continued from
page 1)

cent of the vote. I did not

have a planned reaction for
less than five percent. I
preferred not to think of
that possibility.

I went into this not

expecting to win. I knew
the difficulties of gaining
credibility as a minor party
candidate. As the cam¬

paign wore on, my hopes
were raised. I still didn't

expect to win, but my hope
for a closer race continued
to rise as I talked to more

and more people. My par¬
ticipation and reception at
six candidate forums con¬

vinced me that a large
number of people pre¬
ferred my positions to
those of the other two can¬

didates. Maybe a lot of
them would vote for me.

The evening of the elec¬
tion a small group was
gathered at my home to
watch the returns on TV.
Before the first local results
were announced, the
Channel 6 reporter and
cameraman showed up.
As the camera was being
set up, the reporter asked
"the question," variations
of which I had answered
countless times in the pre¬
ceding five months. She
was a part-timer from the
Twin Cities who was unfa¬
miliar with my campaign.
A local voter at an earlier

stop had told her he clearly
liked me best. He would
have voted for me if I had

only run as a major party
candidate, either major
party. "Why was I running
as a Libertarian?"

Why Libertarian?
Why did I run as a

Libertarian? Why would
anyone run as a candidate
for a party that could not
hope to win?

The blunt answer is: Is
someone automatically
disqualified because they
are not stupid enough or
dishonest enough? If you
actually believe the
Democrat or Republican
positions on most issues
are best or will work you
are quite simply wrong. If
you say you believe them
but actually don't, you are
dishonest. Must candi¬
dates be stupid or dishon¬
est to be taken seriously?
No, I did not say that pub¬
licly very often. Perhaps I
should have.

In fact, even some of the
party faithful advanced the

idea that if I did well

enough as a Libertarian,
next time I could run as a

Republican and actually
win. For some reason

many Libertarians think of
Republicans as kindred
spirits. Listen to my
Republican opponent or
the chairman of the
Freeborn County
Republicans in my district.
They are proponents of big
and oppressive govern¬
ment as is our state's gov¬
ernor. They are not the
solution. They are the
problem.
Government limits

For someone who

accepts a libertarian posi¬
tion on government, that
limited government is bet¬
ter, getting elected as a
Republican (or a
Democrat) is hardly win¬
ning. The Republicans and
Democrats do not have a

big tent. It is more like a
net. If candidates will

compromise their beliefs to
get elected they will com¬
promise their beliefs to get
reelected. They will legis¬
late for big government.
Sorry, I am not stupid
enough or dishonest
enough to run as either a
Republican or a Democrat.

There is good news.
There are many voters out
there that agree with our
positions more than they
agree with the actions of
our present government.
We can reach them one

voter at a time. We need to

tell them who we are and
make them believe that we

really mean it. It will not
be easy. It will be much
harder than I thought last
summer but it can be done.
We need to start now. The
first step to winning is
believing that we can. The
next step is convincing the
voters that we can.

I would like to thank all
of the candidates in
Minnesota for their efforts.
We were more than paper
candidates and it showed
in the vote totals. We con¬

vinced some voters. We
made progress. In two
years we need even more
people willing to step for¬
ward and run for office.

Was it worth it? Yes. 1

enjoyed it and I feel better
about myself than I have in
years. Will 1 do it again?
Yes, unless a better quali¬
fied candidate steps for¬
ward.

funding.
"But that's like out¬

lawing protection pay¬
ments without going after
the mob," he said. "The
real problem is that gov¬
ernment has seized far too
much power. Until that
power is reduced, every
American will be at the

mercy of the biggest
neighborhood bully in the
country: the federal gov¬
ernment."

Please
volunteer
to help the
Libertarian

Party free
you from

government
today

Call 1-800-788-2660 today!
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Two best-selling authors say they are libertarians
WASHINGTON, DC —

Libertarianism has
taken a literary bent over
the last several months,
with two well-known
authors announcing that
they consider themselves to
be politically libertarian.

Joining the growing
crowd of self-identified lib¬
ertarians were essayist and
novelist Joan Didion and
Charles Murray, author of
Losing Ground.

"I'm a libertarian,"
Didion stated in the

September 2nd issue of
New York magazine, as part
of a long article that exam¬
ined her literary career.

According to the arti¬
cle, Didion had confused
friends and fans over the

years by politically veering
between admiration for

Barry Goldwater and Jesse
Jackson, but said, "It would
take me all day to explain
why I think my position
has been consistent — but I
think that it has."

Before acknowledging
the common libertarian
theme of her political
beliefs, Didion had claimed
she was apolitical, noting,
"I wasn't interested in

Republicans and
Democrats."

Didion, a National

Book Award nominee, is
the author of the novels

Play It As It Lays, Salvador,
and A Book Of Common
Prayer, and the collection of
essays Slouching Towards
Bethlehem. Her most recent
novel is The Last Thing He
Wanted (1996).

Meanwhile, Murray
announced his libertarian
beliefs in a bold fashion: He
has written a book entitled
What It Means to Be A

Libertarian, scheduled for
publication in January.

In the November 18th
issue of The New Yorker,
Murray argued that the
federal government could

be cut by 40% — and
"you'd get large numbers
of people who'd realize we
don't need it. Most people
in the United States are

already living lives where
they could do without the
government just fine."

After all, Murray point¬
ed out, "If a wand were

waved, and we had no
Medicare or Medicaid or

any of those other things I
want to do away with, the
thing you have to realize is
that in most respects you're
looking at the U.S. as it was
in 1960. This is not the dark

ages. The U.S. in 1960 was-
not some evil place. It

worked."
But despite his liber¬

tarian rhetoric, Murray isn't
perfect: He admitted he
voted for Bob Dole this

year.
"I voted for Dole

because my wife said if you
want to vote against Bill
Clinton you have to vote
for Dole. But that has noth¬

ing to do with Dole's posi¬
tions. If I hadn't voted for
Dole, I would have voted
for Harry Browne, the
Libertarian Party candi¬
date," he said.

In his classic work

Losing Ground (1984),
Murray persuasively

argued that the modern
American welfare state
exacerbated poverty, while
his controversial bestseller
The Bell Curve (1994)
attempted to link race and
IQ scores.
The Center of the
American Experiment is
sponsoring Charles
Murray to lead a
Luncheon Forum on his
new book, What ItMeans
to be a Libertarian, noon
to 1:30 pm at the
Radisson Plaza

Minneapolis.
Information:

612 338-3605

www.amexp.org

Libertarian Party celebrates 25 years as America's most influential third party
WASHINGTON, DC —

The Libertarian Party
celebrates its 25th anniver¬

sary on Wednesday,
December 11th, marking a
quarter century as
America's most politically
active, successful, and influ¬
ential third party.

"We've established our¬

selves as the most impor¬
tant third party of the latter
half of the 20th century,"
said Steve Dasbach, the
party's national chairman.
"Now we're working to
become the dominant major
party of the first half of the
21st century."

In passing the quarter-
century mark, the
Libertarian Party becomes
oneof only eight parties in
American history to remain
politically active for 25
years.

During those years, the
party has run thousands of
candidates for public office,
elected hundreds of office¬
holders, racked up tens of
millions of votes, and
grown to include 125,000
registered voters in 28 states
— "remarkable accomplish¬
ments, given the humble
nature of the party's begin¬
ning," noted Dasbach.

It was on December 11,
1971, when eight individu¬
als met in Colorado

Springs, Colorado, and for¬
mally voted to form the
Libertarian Party.

The impetus? The
imposition of wage and
price controls by President
Richard Nixon — and the
belief that Republicans and
Democrats had drifted too

far from the original liber¬
tarian vision of the nation's

Founding Fathers.
"Over the previous four

months, we had been oper¬
ating under the name
'Committee to Form a

Libertarian Party,' "recalled
David Nolan, one of the
founding members. But
growing concern over
Nixon's "authoritarian"

presidency made the group
decide, said Nolan, that "a
new political party, dedicat¬
ed to the uncompromising
defense of individual liber¬

ty, was needed now!"
Since then, the

Libertarian Party has
helped to fundamentally
shift the nature of American

political debate — despite
the fact that it has yet
toelect a Congressman or
president.

"Libertarian ideas that
were considered outlandish
20 years ago — like priva¬
tizing government services,
ending the War on Drugs,
replacing Social Security
with private retirement
accounts, and so on — are

part of mainstream politics
now," said Dasbach.
"Libertarianism has become
one of the most powerful

intellectual forces in
America."

Indeed, the party's
high-octane philosophy —
a potent mix of left-wing-
style defense of civil liber¬
ties and right-wing-style
advocacy of free markets,
overlaid with a healthy dis¬
trust of government power
— has permeated the
nation's political dialogue
to an astonishing degree.

This influence hasn't

escaped the notice of the
media. Libertarianism has
been called "the real inspi¬
ration behind the

Republican revolution"
(New York magazine, 1995),
"the de facto philosophy of
a generation [for] the
youthof the 1990s" (USA
Today, 1995), and "the cut-
ting-edge politics of the
time" (The Village Voice,
1996).

"The Libertarian Party
today wields influence far
beyond its ranks," acknowl¬
edged the Congressional
Quarterly's Researcher
(1995). "In Washington, lib¬
ertarian positions now form
part of policy debates on
issues ranging from health
care and government regu¬
lation to welfare and tax

policy."
Beyond its philosophi¬

cal victories, the Libertarian
Party has also helped
redraw America's political
map, rewrite the record

books on third-party suc¬
cess, and reform the
nation's ballot access laws:

*PoliticalMap:
"Americans used to think
that politics was a straight-
line from left to right," said
Dasbach. "Now, every cred¬
ible political scientist
understands that politics is
actually a four-way spec¬
trum that includes libertari¬
anism and authoritarian¬
ism. In 1996, you can't talk
about political philosophy
without acknowledging lib¬
ertarianism."
* Political Success:
The Libertarian Party has
elected State

Representatives in New
Hampshire and Alaska,
mayors in California and
Utah, and hundreds of
other candidates to local
and county offices. The
party now has about 170
members serving in public
office — giving "the party a
status that no third party
has enjoyed in decades,"
wrote the Congressional
Quarterly's Researcher
(1995).

"The Libertarian Party
provides a case study in
how a grassroots organiza¬
tion works to establish itself
as a third voice for a frus¬
trated electorate," wrote
The Hill newspaper
(Washington, DC, 1996).
* Ballot Access Reform:

"Through relentless lobby¬

ing and lawsuits, we have
made it easier for newer

parties like the Reform
Party to get on the ballot,"
said Dasbach. "Every new
political party is walking
down the trail we blazed."

Richard Winger, pub¬
lisher of Ballot Access

News, agreed: "The
Libertarian Party is directly
responsible for significant
improvements in ballot
access in 20 different

states," he said.
During its 25 years, the

Libertarian Party has
watched numerous other

challengers to the two-party
system come and go: The
Citizens Party, the New
Alliance Party, the
Constitution Party, and the
Populist Party, to name just
a few.

They've also watched
Republicans and Democrats
scramble to remain relevant
while support for the two-
party system has plummet¬
ed, Americans' distrust of
government has soared,
and the libertarian-friendly
Internet has emerged as a
new force in politics.

"For 25 years,
Republicans and Democrats
have been hoping that we'll
shut up and go away," said
Dasbach. "But there's no

chance of that. Every time
they suggest a new tax, or
create a new bureaucracy,
or impose more censorship,

or get America involved in
another futile, bloody war,
or subsidize their corporate
clients, the Libertarian
Party will be there to point
out their sins."

When the American

public eventually grows
tired of the politics-as-usual
of the two older parties,
said Dasbach, the
Libertarian Party will be
ready to replace them.

"We've spent 25 years
keeping Republican and
Democratic politicians hon¬
est," he said. "We plan to
spend the next 25 years
keeping them unem¬
ployed."

And after 25 years in the
third-party trenches — a
quarter century after he cast
one of the votes to officially
form the Libertarian Party
— David Nolan remains as

confident as ever of eventu¬
al victory.

"With membership and
public awareness at record
levels, we are poised to play
a significant role in the bat¬
tle for individual rights in
the 21st century," he pre¬
dicted. "As the American

people recognize the fail¬
ures of excessive, intrusive
government, our ideas are
increasingly accepted as
mainstream and practical
— and I am confident that
the Libertarian Party will
achieve substantial victories
in the years ahead."

Democrat tells truth about Social Security trust fund;
Now let's discuss real reform, says Harry Browne

WASHINGTON, DC —

A top Democratic
politician has done the
unthinkable: He has admit¬
ted there is no Social

Security trust fund — and
that the system is effectively
bankrupt.

Bravo, says Harry
Browne, who was the
Libertarian Party's 1996
presidential candidate.

"Finally, the truth about
Social Security," said
Browne. "Finally, an estab¬
lishment politician who
admits that the emperor has
no clothes — and that the
fraudulent, dying Social
Security system has no
money. Perhaps now we
can start talking about real
solutions."

In a discussion last
week about the Social

Security trust fund, Senate

Democratic Leader Thomas
Daschle (SD) admitted to
syndicated columnist
Robert D. Novak that "there
is no such fund per se."

The confession was

shocking because politi¬
cians claimed for years that
Social Security was com¬
fortably solvent thanks to
that trust fund — which

stockpiled current surplus
revenues to pay recipients
when the Social Security
system moves into the red
in 16 years.

"But Daschle admitted
what every economist
knows: the so-called trust

fund is nothing more than a
pile of IOUs from the feder¬
al government to the feder¬
al government," said
Browne, a bestselling finan¬
cial and investment writer.

"Keep in mind, the

Social Security administra¬
tion spends almost every
penny it takes in, as fast as
that money comes in. And
when revenue no longer
covers expenses, which is
projected to occur in 2012,
an economic meltdown will
occur. The Social Security
trust fund won't save the

system," he said.
Why? Because politi¬

cians use the surplus rev¬
enues from Social Security
to fund other, current gov¬
ernment programs. In
exchange, Social Security
gets Treasury bills, which it
puts in the trust fund.

"In 2012, Social
Security will start cashing
in those Treasury bills to
stay solvent," said Browne.
"But the federal govern¬
ment is already $5.2 billion
in debt; it has no money to

pay those Treasury bills. At
that point, politicians will
have only four choices:
Dramatically boost taxes;
borrow more money and
drive the nation deeper into
debt; cut Social Security
benefits — or let the whole

system collapse."
But there is another

solution, suggested
Browne.

"Perhaps Daschle's
candid admission that the

system is broke is an oppor¬
tunity to talk frankly about
real solutions to the Social

Security mess,"said
Browne. "Perhaps it's time
to admit that only the free
market can providea solu¬
tion.

"First, we need to
decide what kind of
America we want. Do we

want a country in which

generations fight with each
other over a constantly
shrinking pie?" he asked.
"Or do we get America
back on track again — so
we can have a country with
responsible, self-reliant citi¬
zens?

"The only way to ayoid
the coming Social Security
collapse is to get the gov¬
ernment completely out of
Social Security. As I pro¬
posed during my presiden¬
tial campaign, we should
sell trillions of dollars
worth of unneeded federal
assets to finance the liqui¬
dation of Social Security
through the purchase of pri¬
vate retirement annuities
for senior citizens," he said.

"So, instead of relying
on politicians and bankrupt
government programs,
senior citizens would have

guaranteed contracts with
private companies who
have never broken their

promises. And other
Americans will never again
have to pay the 15% Social
Security tax — so they can
afford to save for their own
retirements."

But America can't wait

any longer, cautioned
Browne.

"Daschle's comments

provide a window of
opportunity to start talking
about real solutions," said
Browne. "But the economic
time bomb is ticking — and
we have a dwindling num¬
ber of years left to defuse it.
A privatized systemis the
only way to put the trust
back into America's retire¬
ment trust funds."
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A new religion
By Charles Test

“It doesn't matter what
is true, it only matters
what people believe is
true"
Paul Watson,
Greenpeace

I'd heard about envi¬
ronmentalism as religion
but had never witnessed it

personally until I attended
the December 11 Twin
Cities Conference Global
on Climate Change. The
day-long conference was

sponsored by the
Humphrey Institute of
Public Affairs, the
Minnesota Environmental
Initiative and the Sierra
Club and was attended by
a variety of legislators,
public and private bureau¬
crats and environmental
activists. I attended the
conference with a couple of
River Warren Research
Committee (RWRC) mem¬
bers at the behest and

sponsorship of Citizens for
a Sound Economy (CSE). I
learned that to believe in

global warming one has to
believe that human activity
can, and is, significantly
altering the weather of the
earth on a world-wide
scale. The burning of fossil
fuels in our power plants
and automobiles are to

blame. The world must cut

back to 1990 energy con¬
sumption levels, especially
the West. If we don't,
unknown consequences
will occur.

One must accept as
gospel that the climate has
warmed over the past ten
years because of human
activity, based on the limit¬
ed subjective temperature
readings and subjective
computer models of global
warming advocates. To
quote the first speaker
Stephen H. Schneider of
Stanford University,
"While acknowledging
at length that many
uncertainties remain, the
1995 Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC 1996)
stated, 'nevertheless, the
balance of evidence sug¬
gests that there is a dis¬
cernible human influ¬
ence on climate/ This
well-traveled statement
is not, by analogy,
intended as the "beyond
a reasonable doubt" cri¬
terion of criminal trials,
but rather is more in the
"preponderance of evi¬
dence" spirit of civil
cases." It seems that nor¬
mal science cannot be
applied because the ther¬
mometer has only been
around a couple of hun¬
dred years and nobody has
been keeping concise
records either. It was

admitted that an incom¬

plete sampling of only ten
to a hundred years was not
the ideal science, but the
speakers all had complete
faith that their computer
models could in possible
probability predict the
weather for the next fifty
years. I kept thinking
about how accurate our

local weather predictions
are using the latest com¬
puter models and the like.
It did not inspire confi¬
dence. I thought about
how big the earth is and
how the only thing I'd ever
heard about affecting the
climate on a global scale
was a major volcanic erup¬
tion. Not exactly a human
made activity. But based
on what limited knowl¬

edge is available and some
computer models, global
warming scientists predict
that in 50 years the Earth's
forests, farms and general
landscapes will be shifted,
causing disruptive dis¬
placements of the birds and
animals living there. A
change of two to five
degrees is predicted over
the next century.

Mr. Schneider went on
to explain that "The key
scientific and policy
problems are (1) how to
assign (essentially sub¬
jective) probabilities to
the range of foreseeable
outcomes from benefi¬
cial to catastrophic, and
(2) whose estimates
should be trusted. My
answer is 'nobody's' —
that is, no individual's.
Scientific assessment of

global environmental
change is (1) multidisci¬
plinary — it needs phys¬
ical, biological and social
scientists, as well as

decision making groups
— and (2) complex sys¬
tems are not perfectly
understood." There you
have it. If you believe that
global warming exists and
humans are capable of tip¬
ping the scales on the hot
side then all you have to do
is enter your own subjec¬
tive criteria and see what
the computer model you
designed comes up with.
Scientists and politicians
should make the grand
designs affecting billions of
individuals even though
such complex systems as
the earth's 196,800,000
square miles of surface area
"are not perfectly under¬
stood." Reading that Mr.
Schneider was a believer in

global cooling during the
1970s did not inspire my
confidence in global cli¬
mate predictors.

The conference also
heard from scientists who
had predictions on how
forests, grasslands, ani¬
mals, fish and bugs would
move around if global

warming of x degrees took
place. In other words,
plants and animals would
adapt to changing condi¬
tions. The earth has cooled
and warmed many times
over the past few billion
years. The situation this
time is that human beings
have supposedly speeded
everything up and there
won't be time to adapt.
Massive disruption, incon¬
venience and death are pre¬
dicted. The culprit is car¬
bon dioxide (C02), of the
kind given off during the
combustion of fossil fuels

(power plants and cars)
and too many people
breathing for the planet to
hold. I was taught that
C02 was a natural mole¬
cule and very good for
helping plants photosyn-
thesize and create oxygen,
which is good for humans.
When I looked at the
Citizens for a Sound

Economy's backgrounder
reprints of John
Houghton's chart on C02
Emissions - Nature versus

Man 1988-1995 I saw natur¬

al sources creating 190 bil¬
lion metric tons versus

man-made sources coming
in at about 8 billion tons.

No contest, Man can't com¬
pete against Mother Nature
this time.

The afternoon includ¬
ed panels of experts and
politicians agreeing that
they are the ones to decide
what actions must be taken
on a worldwide basis as

insurance in case global
warming is true and is con¬
trollable by forcing changes
in everyday life. The insur¬
ance policy would take the
form of a carbon tax of say
$100/ton of coal or 60<t a

gallon of gasoline collected
by government and redis¬
tributed to the groups that
promoted global warming
in the first place. Several
speakers put in their per¬
sonal sales pitches for buy¬
ing their book or funding
their pet research projects.

So there you have it,
global warming is based on
predicting that the earth's
weather is going to turn
much warmer because of
mankind's 5 per cent con¬
tribution to the earth's
overall carbon dioxide pro¬
duction. To save the world,
experts must be obeyed
and everybody's lifestyles
will have to change,
become more difficult and

expensive. Minnesota is a
good place to start. An
example must be made.
Look out Minnesota.

Join the Libertarian
Party today

Some upcoming events
Libertarian Party of Minnesota
State Convention: March or April 1997

Annual tax protest on April 15
at the Main Minneapolis Post Office

Freedom Day at the State Capitol on May 1

Gay Pride Weekend in June

County Fairs in July and August

State Fair in August

Business Owners
Advertise here:

* 12,000 circulation
* Network with fellow libertarians

* Increase your customer base
* Business card sized ad only $135 for
6 issues (1 year), paid in advance

Write or call:
Charles Test, Managing Editor

POBOX 580774

Minneapolis, MN 55458-0774

Libertarian World
Wide Web Sites:

Libertarian Party of Minnesota's
World Wide Web (WWW)

Home Page is at:

http://www.lpmn.org
Libertarian Party of Minnesota's

listserver:

miimlib@superb.net
National Libertarian Party World Wide

Web site:
http://www.lp.org/lp/

Online Libertarian Party News:
http://www.lp.org/lp/lpn/

Libertarian State Party Information:
http://www.lp.org/lp/lp-aff.html
Online Libertarian Party Platform:
http://www.lp.org/lp/platform/
World's Smallest Political Quiz:

http:/ /www.self-gov.org/lp-quiz.shtml

Weekly
TV

Show
LIBERTY
Libertarian

Party of MN's
1/2 hour cable
access show
on Metro

Cable
Network

(MCN)
Channel 6.

Weekly on
Sundays at
11:30 AM

(repeated at
4:00 PM on

Sundays)
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Outreach Report
By Eric Johnson
Outeach Committee
Chair

The cable access chan¬
nel project has progressed
quite well this fall due to
the election. Thanks to

member Bob Smith, we

now have our program
running in Minneapolis on
Channel 33 on Mondays at
9 pm, the same time and
channel as our St. Paul pro¬
gram. Minneapolis cable
will also repeat our pro¬
gram Saturday morning at
10:30. We also have our

programs running in the
western and northern sub¬
urbs of the Twin Cities due
to the efforts of Colin
Wilkinson and Ruth
Mason. Programs are also
being played in the
Stillwater and Cottage
Grove areas.

The "At Issue" series

of programs from Ron
Paul, the 1988 LP presiden¬
tial candidate (who won
his congressional race this
year as a Republican), have
been completely edited
into one hour programs for
the Minnesota Libertarian

Party. In order to have a
bigger variety of programs,
we need more shows.
There are two series of pro¬
grams hosted by Nobel lau¬
reate economist Milton
Friedman called "Free to

Choose". If you would like
to make a big, but not par¬

ticularly expensive, contri¬
bution to our outreach

efforts, we are looking for
donors to purchase these
series of programs as an in-
kind donation to the
Libertarian Party. We also
need a large number of
blank VHS tapes to copy
our programs. (Contact me
for more information.)

Member Nick Nelson
and I attended the Basic
Studio Production class at

the St. Paul Neighborhood
Network Studios in early
December. Nick has also
taken the Basic Video
Production class. Our goal
is to get enough people
together so that we can
produce our own programs
from time to time. When
the next elections come

around, we can produce
programs for our candi¬
dates to run on their local
cable access channel. If

you are interested in help¬
ing out in our cable pro¬
ductions, please contact us!
The St. Paul cable studios
have at least a million dol¬
lars worth of not yet obso¬
lete, but very functional
video equipment that is
free for anyone to use who
will take the classes. This is
an opportunity you don't
want to miss if you would
like to get first hand experi¬
ence learning how televi¬
sion shows are produced.

Newsletter Distribution

We still need to get our
newsletters in the hands of
future members and vot¬

ers.

If you know of a place
where our newsletters
could be dropped off, such
as libraries, colleges, laun¬
dromats, apartment build¬
ings or wherever there are
other newsletter stands or

waiting rooms, let us know
and newsletters will be
sent to you after each print¬
ing.

Information Booths
There are a large num¬

ber of gun shows in early
1997 around the TC metro

area. We would like to

make an appearance at
some of them. There is also
a computer show at the
Minneapolis Convention
Center on February 19 and
20. With the large number
of libertarians on the

Internet, we should be at
the computer show to urge
them to join.

TU» FniOom Dmj rcmnrtattoa

May-l
State Capitol
Upper Mall

Saint Paul, Minnesota
10 am - to - 2 pm

fcme o&s aid all to tie exciting, fun-tilled
celebration c«J Individual Utterly that is Freedom Diky.
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Call [&I2I 477-Am

Send Libertarian Party of Minnesota
1997 platform suggestions

to Libertarian Party of Minnesota
c/o Bob Kuhn at P O BOX 580774,

Minneapolis, MN 55458
or call him at 612 953-6616

The Center of the American Experiment
is sponsoring Charles Murray to lead a
Luncheon Forum on his new book,
What It Means to he a Libertarian,

noon to 1:30 pm at the Radisson Plaza
Minneapolis. Information:

612 338-3605 www.amexp.org

Libertarian Party of Minnesota
Metro Area
Greater Minnesota
Fax

(612) 223-0995
(800) 788-2660
(612) 874-6803

National Libertarian Party
2600 Virginia AVE NW Suite 100
Washington, D.C. 20037
New member information only....
Headquarters
Headquarters FAX

(800) 682-1776
(202) 333-0008
(202) 333-0072

Executive Committee
Charles Test

Chair
E-Mail

(612) 874-8531chasatest@aoi.com

Paul Streeter
Vice Chair (612) 934-0093

Caivn Cohen
Secretary
E-Mail

Bob Kuhn
Treasurer
E-mai

(612) 377-9614
. .cohe0006@gold.tc.umn.edu

(612) 953-6616
bobkuhl9@mail.idt.net

Anthony Sanders
At Large
E-mail

Mike Strand
At Large
E-Maif

(612) 641-2545
asanders@piper.hamline.edu

(612)779-8593

Eric M. Johnson
At Large
E-mail

(612) 436-8183
. 75624.100@compuserve.com

Name

Address

City State Zip

Home phone Work Phone

Fax E-Mail Address

Occupation

Employer
The State of Minnesota requires political committees to report the name, mailing
address, occupation, and name of employer for each individual whose contributions
aggregate in excess of S1(X) in a calender year.
The Internal Revenue Service requires that we print "contributions are not tax-
deductible." The IRS requires us NOT to accept corporate or business checks.

Libertarian^ fttrty
afMmnesota iate'
P O BOX 580774, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55458-

Subcommittees chairs
Outreach
Eric Johnson (612)436-8183
Legislative
Mike Strand (612)779-8593

Publications & State Fair
Charles Test (612) 874-8531
Social

Caryn Cohen (612) 377-9614

Local affiliates and organizers
Alexandria Affiliate

Paul Widmark (612) 763-2909

Bemidji/Park Rapids Affiliate
Edward Ness, P 0 BOX 261, Akeley, MN 56433

Duluth Affiliate

Greg Goldman (218) 727-8030

University of Minnesota—Duluth Affiliate
David Erickson (218)624-9565
E-mail .dericks4@umn.edu

Ely/lron Range Affiliate*
Geralyn Obear (218)365-3160

Isanti Affiliate*
Lawrence Fuhol (612)444-9008

Mankato*
Emmett Smith (507)388-7699

"I hereby certify that I do not believe in or advocate
the initiation of physical force or fraud as a means of
achieving personal, social, or political goals."

(Signature required for LPMN membership.)
□ I'd like to join the Libertarian Party of Minnesota.

I'd like to make a Contribution of:
□ $25 □ $60 □ $100 □ $250
□ Other $

O I'd like to know more about Libertarian activities in

my area. Pass along my name to my local affiliate.

O Please do not give out my name, address, or phone
number to my local affiliate party or the National LP.
(It is already our policy not to give our list to other
organizations).

Copies of this form are acceptable

Moorhead State Univ. Affiliate*
Steve Blondo (218) 236-3345
E-mail blondo@mhdl. moorhead. msus.edu

Big Stone County Affiliate
Arnold Souba (612)839-2908

Winona Affiliate
Howard Krueger (507) 454-8153

* Registered affiliate

Libertarian Party Region 7 contactsLibertarian Party of Illinois
Mike Ginsberg ...(708)934-9706

Libertarian Party of Iowa
Dick Kruse ... .(515) 233-8214

Libertarian Party of Kansas
Seth Warren ... (316) 775-3933

Libertarian Party of Missouri
Jim Givens ...(573)874-3454

Libertarian Party of Nebraska
Andy Miller ... (402) 332-4734

Libertarian Party of North Dakota
Martin Riske ... (701) 241-9687

Libertarian Party of South Dakota
Jim Christen ... (605) 352-4559

Libertarian Party of Wisconsin
Ron Emery .... (414) 377-0325

All levels includes 1-year subscription to
The Minnesota Libertarian.

□ $12 Subscription only
□ $15 LPMN Student
□ $25 LPMN Regular
The following also includes a 1-year membership to the
National LP and a 1-year subscription to LP News.
□ $40 Combo (LPMN & National LP membership)
□ $60 Donor □ or a $5 monthly pledge
□ $100 Sustaining or O$10/month
□ $250 Sponsor or □ $25/month
□ $1,000 Life Benefactor or □ $100/month
□ other $
□ New member □ Renewal (See mailing label.)
□ Payment enclosed—make check payable to:
Libertarian Party of Minnesota

□ Please bill my Visa/MasterCard
Expires /
Account
#

Signature
□ Please charge my Visa/MasterCard (number above).

□ I'd like to pledge the monthly amount indicated above.
□ Please send a reminder notice each month.

NOTICE
If your
mailing label
"expires"
says June
1,1995
<6/1/95)
or BEFORE

tlxis IS your
last issue of
tire

M/rmcso ta

LiLfertar/an

PLEASE subscribe,
contribute or join the
Libertarian Party of
Minnesota, today, to
continue to receive
the Minnesota
Libertarian.
PLEASE tell us if you
are geting duplicate
copies of the
Minnesota
Libertarian.
Please call 223-0995
or

800 788-2660 and
leave your name and
address. Otherwise

please share your
duplicates with a
friend.
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