
2022 Libertarian Party Bylaws and Rules Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

May 26, 2022 
 

Credentialing 

 

The following 10 members were appointed to the 2022 LP Bylaws and Rules Committee by the 

Libertarian National Committee via opavote ballot 20210307-10 started during its March 7, 2021 

electronic meeting held on Zoom: Alex DiBenedetto, Dan Fishman, Tim Hagan, Richard 

Longstreth. Dr. Chuck Moulton, Valerie Sarwark, Steve Scheetz, Paige Sexton, David Valente, 

and Francis Wendt. 

 

Ms. Sexton was appointed interim chair of the committee by the LNC via email ballot 20210314-

03, which ended March 21, 2021 (after the committee meeting).  Ms. Sexton was elected chair 

and Dr. Moulton was elected secretary at the Bylaws and Rules Committee’s March 15, 2021 

electronic meeting held on Zoom.  Omar Recuero was appointed first alternate and David Sexton 

was appointed second alternate to the committee by the LNC via email ballot 20210327-02, 

which ended March 31, 2021. 

 

Mr. DiBenedetto resigned from the committee via email on June 16, 2021, which then elevated 

1
st
 alternate Mr. Recuero to a full committee member.  Mr. Wendt resigned from the committee 

via email to the LNC on June 19, 2021, which then elevated 2
nd

 alternate Mr. Sexton to a full 

committee member.  Mr. Moellman was appointed 1
st
 alternate to the committee by the LNC via 

email ballot 20210727-01, which ended July 30, 2021.  Ms. Sexton resigned as chair via email 

on September 4, 2021.  Mr. Scheetz was elected chair via email ballot, which ended on 

September 20, 2021.  Mr. Valente resigned from the committee via email to the LNC on October 

2, 2021, which then elevated 1
st
 alternate Mr. Moellman to a full committee member.  Ms. 

Sexton resigned from the committee via email on March 18, 2022.  Mr. Sexton resigned from the 

committee via email on March 20, 2022. 

 

Members: 

 Dan Fishman 

 Tim Hagan 

 Richard Longstreth 

 Ken Moellman 

 Dr. Chuck Moulton, Esq., RP (secretary) 

 Omar Recuero 

 Valerie Sarwark 

 Steve Scheetz (chair) 

 

Former members: 

 Alex DiBenedetto (resigned) 

 David Valente (resigned) 

 Francis Wendt (resigned) 

 David Sexton (resigned) 



 Paige Sexton, RN (resigned) 

 

Call to Order 

 

An hybrid meeting of the 2022 LP Bylaws and Rules Committee came to order on Thursday, 

May 26, 2022 at 10:00 am EDT on Zoom and at the Nugget Casino in Sparks, NV.  Chair 

Scheetz presided from Zoom. 

 

Attendance 

 

Present: 

 Committee: Dan Fishman, Tim Hagan, Ken Moellman, Richard Longstreth, Dr. Chuck 

Moulton, Omar Recuero, Valerie Sarwark, Steve Scheetz 

 Gallery: many people (circulate sign in sheet) 

 

Absent: 

 none 

 

Public Comment 

 

Joe Burnes advocated for the member removal proposal. 

 

Dr. Dean Ahmad asked about the part of proposal D that removes a sentence.  Dr. Moulton 

clarified. 

 

Dan Karlan introduced himelf to the committee. 

 

Amendments to Proposals Due to Discussion with Delegates 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that the committee substitute an alternative proposal A which solves the 

same problem in a less objectionable way by only striking language.  Mr. Moellman second. The 

Moulton substitute failed by a roll call vote of 4-3-1 (amending something previously adopted 

requires 2/3). 

 

Article 6: Officers 

 

The Chair shall preside at all conventions and all meetings of the National 

Committee. The Chair is the chief executive officer of the Party with full 

authority to direct its business and affairs, including hiring and discharging of 

National Committee volunteers and paid personnel, subject to express National 

Committee policies and directives issued in the exercise of the National 

Committee's plenary control and management of Party affairs, properties and 

funds. 

 

Rule 4: Debating and Voting – Bylaws and Rules 

 



The Chair of the Bylaws and Rules Committee shall report each recommendation 

of the committee to the convention separately and shall have two minutes to 

explain the intent or purpose of the proposed amendment(s). The Convention 

Chair shall open each recommendation to discussion without amendment from the 

floor. Each recommendation shall be considered and adopted separately, with a 

maximum of eight minutes discussion on any recommendation. After the 

discussion, the Convention Chair shall bring the recommendation to a vote. If the 

recommendation fails, the Convention Chair shall open the recommendation to 

amendment for an additional 10 minutes. 

 

Rules 5: Debating and Voting – Platform 

 

3. Recommendations for which there is no minority report shall be debated 

and voted upon in the following manner: 

a. The Platform Committee Chair, or some other person 

designated by him or her, shall read the proposed 

recommendation and shall have up to two minutes to explain the 

recommendation. 

 

Motion (substitute alternative proposal A) roll call vote: 

 Aye: Dan Fishman, Tim Hagan, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton 

 Nay: Richard Longstreth, Omar Recuero, Valerie Sarwark 

 Abstain: Steve Scheetz 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that the committee substitute an alternative proposal C which inserts “and 

discussion” after “on which votes” in bylaw 12.2.c and changes the final paragraph bylaw 12.3 

by having committee secretaries directly post materials rather than running them through the 

LNC secretary.  Mr. Moellman seconded. The Moulton substitute passed by a roll call vote of 7-

0-0 (amending something previously adopted requires 2/3). 

 

Article 12: Meetings 

 

1. All boards Boards and committees may conduct business by 

teleconference or videoconference. The National Committee shall have 

power to adopt, and provide for, uniform and functional special rules 

of order and standing rules for all boards or committees to facilitate the 

conduct of business by teleconference or videoconference.  

2. All boards and committees shall: 

a. Use roll call voting on all debatable main motions or on any 

motion upon request of any two members present.  On all roll 

call votes, the vote of each individual member shall be 

recorded in the minutes. 

b. Conduct all votes and actions in open session; executive session 

may only be used for discussion of personnel matters, 

contractual negotiations, pending or potential litigation, 

operational security information such as passwords, political 



strategy requiring confidentiality, or information required to 

remain confidential under applicable laws and regulations.  

c. Permit any Party member to attend and to record meetings 

while in open session and to subscribe to a read-only email list 

on which votes and discussion are recorded. 

3. The Party Secretary secretary of each board or committee, or their 

designee, shall promptly post: notice for each open session of any 

board or committee, any proposed agendas, and a permanent archive 

of approved minutes of each meeting on a publicly accessible Party 

website.  The Party Secretary shall also post minutes for any 

convention and the most current bylaws, convention rules, and 

standing rules. The secretary of each board or committee is 

responsible for providing this information promptly to the Party 

Secretary. 
 

Motion (substitute alternative proposal C) roll call vote: 

 Aye: Dan Fishman, Tim Hagan, Richard Longstreth, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton, 

Omar Recuero, Steve Scheetz 

 Nay: none  

 Abstain: none 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that the committee substitute an alternative proposal G which raises dues in 

steps instead of indexing them to inflation.  Dr. Moulton withdrew the motion and will file a 

minority report instead. 

 

Rationale: Dues haven’t essentially changed in decades despite inflation.  Raise dues in steps to 

$50. 

 

Argument against: Raising dues disenfranchises members of limited means.  

 

Part 1: 

Article 4: Membership  

 

2. […] an amount of at least $25 $35 […] 

 

Part 2: 

Article 4: Membership  

 

2. […] an amount of at least $35 $50 […] 

 

Proviso: Part 1 of this amendment ($35) takes effect on January 1, 2023.  Part 2 of this 

amendment ($50) takes effect on January 1, 2026. 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that the committee pass a new proposal T which changes the removal 

procedure so the JC portion would be a trial rather than an appeal.  Mr. Moellman seconded.  



The LNC vote would effectively then be a petition or an arraignment.  The Moulton proposal 

passed by a roll call vote of 6-0-0. 

 

Article x: Revocation of Committee Membership and Affiliate Status 
 

1. Suspension: The National Committee may, for cause, 

a. revoke the affiliate status of any affiliate party by a vote of 3/4 

of the entire National Committee more than six months prior 

to a regular convention or 

b. suspend any officer or member at-large of the National 

Committee by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National Committee. 

2. Restrictions: The National Committee shall not revoke the status of 

any affiliate party within six months prior to a regular convention.  

The National Committee officer or member-at-large that is the 

subject of a suspension vote may not participate in that vote.  A 

revocation motion may have only one person or affiliate as its subject 

and must occur at a meeting. 

3. Defense: The affected affiliate or person shall be informed of the 

revocation or suspension within 7 days, and the affected affiliate or 

person may submit a written appeal request for a trial to the Judicial 

Committee within 30 days of receipt of such notice. Failure to appeal 

request a trial within 30 days shall confirm the revocation or 

suspension. 

4. Trial: The Judicial Committee shall set a date for hearing the appeal 

conducting the trial within 20 to 40 days of receipt of the appeal 

request and shall notify all interested persons, which persons shall 

have the right to appear and submit evidence and argument, call and 

cross-examine witnesses, submit evidence, and present arguments.  At 

the hearing trial the burden of persuasion shall rest upon the 

appellant National Committee. 

5.  Decision: The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the National 

Committee's revocation or suspension or order reinstatement.  The 

Judicial Committee shall issue its ruling within 30 days of the hearing 

and in no case later than 90 days prior to a Regular Convention for an 

affiliate party.  Failure of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30 

days shall constitute an affirmation of the National Committee's 

revocation; except when the last day of the 30 day period falls within 

90 days prior to a Regular Convention, in which case the Judicial 

Committee's non-action shall result in reinstatement. 
 

Motion (proposal T) roll call vote: 

 Aye: Dan Fishman, Richard Longstreth, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton, Omar 

Recuero, Steve Scheetz 

 Nay: none 

 Abstain: none 

 



Mr. Moellman moved that the committee adopt proposal U (which is amend proposal K by 

striking “six” two places and inserting “four” (changing the window from 6 months to 4 months), 

by striking 2/3 and inserting 3/4, and by striking 3/4 and inserting 4/5 (leaving the threshold the 

same instead of lowering it)). Dr. Moulton seconded.  The Moellman proposal passed by a roll 

call vote of 4-0-2. 

 

Article x: Revocation of Committee Membership and Affiliate Status 
 

1. Removal: The National Committee may, for cause, 

a. revoke the affiliate status of any affiliate party by a vote of 3/4 

of the entire National Committee more than six months prior 

to a regular convention or 

● by a vote of 3/4 of the entire National Committee more than 

four months prior to a regular convention, 

● by a vote of 4/5 of the entire National Committee within four 

months prior to a regular convention, 

b. suspend any officer or member at-large of the National 

Committee by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National Committee. 

2. Restrictions: The National Committee shall not revoke the status of 

any affiliate party within six months prior to a regular convention. 
[…] 

5. Decision: The Judicial Committee shall either affirm the National 

Committee's revocation or suspension or order reinstatement.  The 

Judicial Committee shall issue its ruling within 30 days of the hearing 

and in no case later than 90 days prior to a Regular Convention for an 

affiliate party.  Failure of the Judicial Committee to rule within 30 

days shall constitute an affirmation of the National Committee's 

revocation; except when the last day of the 30 day period falls within 

90 days prior to a Regular Convention, in which case the Judicial 

Committee's non-action shall result in reinstatement. 

 

Motion (proposal U) roll call vote: 

 Aye: Dan Fishman, Richard Longstreth, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton 

 Nay: none 

 Abstain: Omar Recuero, Steve Scheetz 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that the committee amend proposal L by striking “a. For affiliates; acting in 

contravention of these bylaws or the governing documents of the affiliate itself, or a pattern of 

actions repugnant to libertarianism.” and inserting “a. For affiliates; acting in contravention of 

the Statement of Principles, these bylaws, or the governing documents of the affiliate itself.”. Mr. 

Moellman seconded.  The Moulton amendment passed by a roll call vote of 5-1-0 (amending 

something previously adopted requires 2/3). 

 

Article x: Revocation of Membership, Committee Membership, and Affiliate 

Status 
 



2. Restrictions: The National Committee officer or member-at-large that 

is the subject of a suspension vote may not participate in that vote.  A 

revocation motion may have only one person or affiliate as its subject.  

Cause is defined as, and limited to: 

a. For affiliates; acting in contravention of the Statement of 

Principles, these bylaws, or the governing documents of the 

affiliate itself. 

a. For affiliates; acting in contravention of these bylaws or the 

governing documents of the affiliate itself, or a pattern of 

actions repugnant to libertarianism.  

b. For officers or members at-large of the National Committee; 

conduct injurious to the organization or its purposes. 
 

Motion (amend proposal L) roll call vote: 

 Aye: Dan Fishman, Richard Longstreth, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton, Steve 

Scheetz 

 Nay: Omar Recuero 

 Abstain: none 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that the committee amend proposal M by striking “3/4” and inserting “4/5” 

in bylaw x.1.c, striking “advocating for or” in bylaw x.2.c, and striking “2/3” and inserting 

“majority” in bylaw x.6.  The Moulton amendment failed by a roll call vote of 3-2-1  (amending 

something previously adopted requires 2/3). 

 

Article x: Revocation of Membership, Committee Membership, and Affiliate 

Status 
 

1. Removal: The National Committee may, for cause, 

a. revoke the affiliate status of any affiliate party by a vote of 3/4 

of the entire National Committee more than six months prior 

to a regular convention, or 

b. suspend any officer or member at-large of the National 

Committee by a vote of 2/3 of the entire National Committee, 

or 

c. revoke the membership of any Party member by a vote of 3/4 

4/5 of the entire National Committee. 

2. Restrictions: […]  Cause is defined as, and limited to: 

c. For Party members; advocating for or engaging in the 

initiation of physical violence. 

6. Reinstatement: The National Committee may reinstate a removed 

Party member by a 2/3 majority vote of the entire National 

Committee. 
 

Motion (amend proposal M) roll call vote: 

 Aye: Dan Fishman, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton 

 Nay: Omar Recuero, Steve Scheetz 



 Abstain: Richard Longstreth 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that the committee amend proposal P by striking “45” and inserting “30” in 

bylaw 5.7, striking “30” and inserting “25” in bylaw 5.7, and striking “leadership at” and 

inserting “officers of” in bylaw 5.7.  Mr. Scheetz seconded.  The Moulton amendment passed by 

a roll call vote of 6-0-0 (amending something previously adopted requires 2/3). 

 

Article 5: Affiliate Parties 

 

7. If there is a legitimate dispute no later than 45 30 days prior to a 

scheduled national convention as to who the leadership at officers of a 

state affiliate is are, or a legitimate dispute as to what contacts at the 

state affiliate the National Committee should work with, the dispute 

shall be resolved through binding arbitration. Arbitration shall be 

required upon a majority vote of the entire National Committee or by 

a petition of 3/5 of the current national sustaining membership in that 

state at the time the appeal is submitted. Any such arbitration shall be 

heard by the Judicial Committee unless the affected parties agree to 

an alternate arbitrator, who shall conduct an investigation and issue a 

ruling that resolves the particular dispute which caused arbitration, 

within 30 25 days from receipt of dispute. The ruling shall be binding 

upon the National Committee and the state affiliate. 
 

Motion (amend proposal P) roll call vote: 

 Aye: Dan Fishman, Richard Longstreth, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton, Omar 

Recuero, Steve Scheetz 

 Nay: none 

 Abstain: none 

 

Mr. Recuero moved a new proposal V: to strike “or debate” and insert “using the same time 

limits as Rule 4” from Rule 5.1.6 (allowing debate for platform plank deletion).  Dr. Moulton 

seconded.  The Recuero proposal passed by a roll call vote of 6-0-1. 

 

Rule 5. Debating and Voting – Platform 

 

1.6 After the adoption of the convention agenda, the convention will vote 

whether to delete planks from the existing platform. This will be 

accomplished as follows: 

g. As its first item of platform business, the convention shall vote 

whether to delete each of those planks that received a number of 

tokens for deletion equal to 20% or more of the number of 

credentialed delegates. Such votes shall be cast without 

amendment or debate. Debate shall be conducted using the 

same time limit as Rule 5.3.b. 
 

Motion (amend proposal V) roll call vote: 



 Aye: Dan Fishman, Richard Longstreth, Ken Moellman, Dr. Chuck Moulton, Omar 

Recuero, Steve Scheetz 

 Nay: none 

 Abstain: Tim Hagan 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

Dr. Moulton moved that we adjourn.  Ken Moellman seconded.  The meeting adjourned without 

objection at 2:00 pm EDT. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Chuck Moulton 

Secretary, 2022 LP Bylaws and Rules Committee 


